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4>   F     t  H  t 

PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 

O  *      T  B  I 

HOUSE    of   COMMONS, 

In  the  FOURTH  SESSION  of  the 

Fifteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain* 

.    Tut/day^  November  II* 

AS  foon  as  the  Speaker  and  members  returned  from  A.  I ?$3« 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  which  they  were  fummoned 
to  attend  his  Majefty,  arid  that  the  bufinefs  of  fwearing  in 
new  members,  and  ifiuing  writs  was  over,  the  King's  Speech 
was  read  from  the  Chair  £for  which,  fee  Lords9  Debates]— 
after  which, 

The  Earl  of  Upper  OJJory  rofe  to  move  an  Addrefs  in  anfwer  Tb*  Earl 
tott.v  He  faid,  that  unaccuftomed  as  he  was  to  fpeak  in  ^Jrwcr 
public,  and  confeious  of  his  want  of  the  powers  of  perfua-      °^* 
"lion,  he  would  not  have  undertaken  the  talk  of  calling  upon 
the  Houfe  to  vote  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks,  if  he  was  not  con* 
vinced  that  every  part  of  the  fpeech  which  had  been  juft 
read,  was  perfe&ly  unexceptionable ;  and  therefore  he  was 
confident  that  ao  addrefs  in  reply  to  it^  would  meet  with  the   . 
unanimous  approbation  of  gentlemen  of  every   defcriptioa 
within  the  walls.     The  Speech,  he  obferved,  recapitulated 
the  principal  political  events  that  had  taken  place  during  the 
rccefs  of  Parliament.     The    definitive    treaties   of  peace* 
between  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  and  thofe  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  had  been  happily 
concluded ;  by  which  the  feal  was  put  to  the  pacification  that 
had  freed  this  country  from  a  calamitous  and  expenfive  war. 

Vot.  XII.  £  Though 
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Though  thefc  treaties  were,  in  fubftance,  the  fame  as  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace,   ftill  there  were  fome  dif- 
ferences, which,  though   not  of  a  very   important  nature, 
were  nevertheless  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  marked  the 
attention  Of  his  Majcfty's  Minifters  to  tne  interefts  even  of 
individuals,  as  well  as  of  the  public ;  ftipulations  were  made 
in  the  definitive  treaty  With  France,  in  favour  of  the  Britifh 
fubjefts  who  held  lands,  &c.  in  the  ceded  ifland  of  Tobago, 
whofe  interefts  feemed  to  have  been  overlooked  in  the  preli- 
minary articles;  and  the  gum  trade,  of  fo  much  confequence 
to  the  nation,  was  much  more  fatisfaSorily  fecured  than  it 
was  by  the  preliminary  treaty.    He  did  not  mean,  in  men- 
tioning thefc  circumftances,  to  caft  any  reflection  on  the  late 
Adnvniftratioo  ',  bis  object  was  only  to  (hew  that  the  pre- 
fent  Minifters  attended  even  to  the  mod  minute  interefts  of 
this  country.    The  fpeech  recommended  to  the  ferious  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  affairs  in  India  ; 
this  was  furely  an  object  well  worth  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament: our  poffeffions  in  the  Eaft  were  now  become  the 
brighteft  and  moft  valuable  gem  in  the  Britifh  diadem,  and 
conlequently  they  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  the  greateft  care ; 
how  they  became  the  property  of  England  would  aftonifh  the 
world  {  that  a  company  of  merchants  fhould  .conquer  the 
greateft  and  moft  valuable  part  of  the  Mogul  empire,  was 
an  event  in  itfclf  fo  extraordinary,  that  it  flood  unparallel- 
led  in  the  annals  of  the  world.    The  wifdom  of  Parliament 
fhould  exert  itfelf  to  fecure  conquefts  fo  unexpectedly  ac- 
quired, and  which  contained  refources  to  which  this  country 
plight  look  with  lingular  fatisfaction.     He  trufted  that  the 
wiftlom  of  that  Adminiftration,   who  fo  properly  brought 
forward  the  fubject  to  the  notice  of  Parliament,  would  fug- 
ged fuch  a  fcheme  for  the  government  of  India,  as  would  (e- 
cure  the  advantages  of  theie  territories,  and  reftore  our  name 
to  its  former  brilliancy  in  the  Eaft*    The  fpeech  touched 
upon  the  ftate  of  public  credit,  and  of  the  revenue;  this 
furely  was  a  fubject,  than  which  fcarce  any  could  be  more 
Important,  or  with  rhore  propriety  be  recommended  to  the 
Houfe  by  his  Majefty .    Delivered  as  we  were  frem  the  cala- 
mities of  an  unfortunate  war,  it  would  well  become  Parlia- 
ment to  deliberate  on  the  means  moft  likely  to  reftore  public 
credit,  and  maintain  it.     Our  honour  as  a  nation  was  con- 
cerned in  prefcrving  inviolate  the  faith  pledged  to  the  credi- 
tors of  the  public';  and  this  could  be  beft  done  by  making 
'fuch  arrangements  as  fhould  appear  moft  advifeabie  to  check 

the 
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the  growing  evil  of  fmuggling,  andconfcquently  to  raife  the  re- 
venue to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  fhould  be  found  not  only  fuffi- 
cient  to  defray  all  the  expences  of  the  different  eftablifhments 
that  muft  neceffarily  be  kept  up,  but  alfo  to  produce  an  overplus 
that  might  be  applied  towards  the  extinction  of  fome  part  of 
the  national  debt.  The  honour  of  the  Britifh  nation,  even 
in  the  midft  of  the  moft  ferious  reverfes  of  fortune,  had  not 
been  fullied  :  the  late  war,  which  he  was  happy  to  fay  was 
now  finally  terminated,  had  been  remarkably  unfortunate  to 
us ;  hut  ftill  it.  ferved  to  place  the  Britifh  character  for  mar- 
tial deeds  in  the  higheft  point  of  view ;  no  nation  was  ever 
involved  in  a  more  arduous,  ftruggle;  and  no  nation  ever 
maintained  one  with  fo  much  firmnefs  and  fo  much  valour  ; 
the  deeds  achieved  by  Britifh  arms  during  this  war,  would 
be  recorded  in  the  book  of  fame  ;  and  while  intrepidity,  vir- 
tue, and  patriotifm  fhould  be  revered  among  men,  the  names 
oi  the  illuftrious  chiefs  who  had  fignalized  themfelvcs  in  the 
war  would  never  be  forgotten.  The  coofequences  however 
of  the  ftruggle  would  ftill  be  felt ;  the  deficiencies  of  the 
taxes  laid  on  to  fupport  it  muft  be  made  good  ;  and  even  now 
that  we  were 'at  peace  with  all  the  world,  we  muft  impofe 
frefh  burdens  on  ourfelves :  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt 
muft  be  provided  for ;  the  public  faith  was  pledged  ;  and  he 
made  no  doubt  but  the  Houfc  would  heartily  concur  with  his 
Majefty's  wi flies,  in  finding  out  means,  which,  while  they 
fhould  maintain  the  faith,  and  uphold  the  credit  of  the  na- 
tion, might  be  as  little  burdenfome  as  poffible  to  the  people. 
Such  were  the  great  objefts  of  the  King's  fpeech  ;  the  addrefs 
that  he  fhould  have  the  honour  to  move,  would  pledge  no 
man  to  any  thing  more  than  to  agree  with  his  Majefty  in  the 
importance  of  thefe  objects,  and  to  allure  him  that  the 
Houfe  would  give  them  the  moft  ferious  confidcration  ;  the 
addrefs  had  no  retrofpe£t  to  any  mcafurcs  of  former  Mini- 
fters ;  and  it  had  a  profpeft  only  to  fuch  as  every  member 
muft  be  convinced  were  abfolutely  neceffary.  His  Lordlhip 
concluded  by  mov i  ng, 

«c  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  congratulate  him  on  the  birth  of  a  princefs,  and  the  fafe 
recovery  of  his  moft  amiable  Confort ;  and  to  thank  him  for 
the  paternal  care  and  fatisfaftion  he  cxprefled  in  having  con- 
cluded the  definitive  treaties  with  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  with  the  United  States  of  America  :  alfo  for  hav- 
ing ratified  the  preliminary  articles  with  the  States  General 
*f  t{ie  United  Provinces ;  and  the  affurancc  he  has  giveri 
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that  there  is  po  doubt  but  that  all  thofe  powers  agree  with 
him  in  a  fincere  inclination  to  keep  the  calamities  of  war  at 
a  great  diftance. 

"  Affuring  his  Majefty  that  we  will  give  every  afliftancc 

**f  in  our  power  to  maintain  and  improve  the  valuable  advanr 

tages  derived  from  our  Indian  pofifeflions,  and  to  promote 

and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  thofe 

provinces. 

iC  That  the  fecurity  and  encreafe  of  the  revenue  in  the 
manner  leaft  burdenfome  to  his  fubjetts,  will  be  amongft  our 
firft  objecls ;  and  as  in  many  parts  it  has  efientially  fufFered 
by  dangerous  frauds  that  have  prevailed,  and  alarming  out- 
rages that  have  been  committed ;  and  although  exertions  have 
not  been  wanting  to  reprefs  the  daring  fpirit,  yet  no  pains 
'  Jhall  be  fpared  to  enquire  into  its  true  caufes,  and  to  provide 
iuch  remedies  as  may  be  found  wanting  for  the  accoraplilh- 
ment*bf  purpofes  in  which  the  material  interefts  of  this  nar 
tjon  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 

"  To  thank  his  Majefty  for  haying  made  a  reduction  in 
all  his  cftablifhments  as  low  as  prudence  will  admit ;  and  to 
aflure  his  Majefty,  th^t  his  faithful  Commons  participate 
With  him  in  the  fatisfaftion  he  feels  in  its  being  aft cp  to- 
I  wards  the  relief  of  his  fubjefts;  and  to  aflure  his  Majefty, 

that  he  may  rely  on  that  fortitude  which  has  hitherto  fup- 
ported  this  nation,  under  many  difficulties,  and  for  bearing 
thofe  which  the  prefent  exigencies  require,  and  which  are  fo 
pecefiary  for  the  fupport  of  the  national  credit. 

"  To  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  it  is  our  earneft  defire  tQ 
direft  all  our  deliberations  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  the 
fafety  of  his  dominions,  and  the  profperity  of  his  people.'* 
|ir  Frauds  Sir  Francis  Boffin  feconded  the  motion.  He  faid  he  had 
^  *  ctt"  very  little  to  add  to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faid  upon  the 
fubjeft.  He  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  the  happy  circum- 
ftancc  of  having  the  definitive  treaties  concluded,  and  upon 
his  Majefty's  auuranqe  in  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  that  all 
the  late  belligerent  powers  agreed  with  him  in  the  fincerity 
of  their  wilhes  to  keep  the  calamities  of  war  at  a  great  dif- 
t  tance.  He  enlarged  on  the  blcflings  of  peace ;  and  faid,  that 
on  its  long  continuance  depended  the  future  welfare  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  kingdom.  In  compliance  with  cuftom,  he 
Would  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  addrefs,  which  was  an  an- 
swer to  the  King's  fpeech  :  firft,  it  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
thank  his  Majefty  for  having  concluded  the  definitive  trea- 
-    pts  >  to  this  no.  one  could  have  an  objection,  as  the  treaties 

'    '  were 
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were  ia  fubftance  the  fame  as  the  preliminary  articles,  which 
had  been  figned  during  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament ;  he  laid 
nothing  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  thefe  articles;  but  hav- 
ing been  once  figned,  the  public  faith  was  pledged,  and. it  of 
courfe  became  neceffary  to  fign  definitive  treaties  ;  and  the 
alterations  the  latter  contained  were  fo  much  for  the  better, 
that  he  was  fure  that  to  this  part  of  the  addrefs  there  could  not 
be  a  diffentient  voice.  The  ftate  of  India  was  recom- 
mended from  the  throne,  and  the  Houfe  was  called  upon 
to  thank  his  Majefty  for  this  recommendation.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  great  importance  of  our  pofleffions  in  In- 
dia appeared  fo  obvioufly  to  every  member,  that  the  Houfe 
cpuLd  not  enter  too  foon  upon  that  great  bufinefs.  They 
were  become  our  laft  and  beft  refource;  and,  if  properly 
governed*  might  become  the  great  fupport  of  the  finances  of 
this  country.  He  made  no  doubt  but  his  Majefty's  Minis- 
ters would  bring  forward  fuch  a  fyftem  of  government  fojr 
that  quarter  of  the  tyofld,  as  would  be  found  productive  of 
the  moft  folid  advantages  to  the  ftate.  Hitherto  India  had 
been  looked  upon  as .  the  place,  where  the  ambitious  man 
could  gratify  his  moft  unbounded  wifhes  to  accumulate 
wealth,  and  where  the  luxurious  fpendthrift  might  beft  re- 
pair a  (battered  fortune  ;  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  became 
a  prey  to  both,  and  might  well  deteft  a  government  that 
could  countenance  fuch  proceedings.  For  the  fafety  there- 
fore of  thefe  invaluable  poffeffioqs,  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
pay  the  greateft  attention  to  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  the 
pative  inhabitants  ;  this  was  an  object  to  which  the  addrefs 
would  bind  the  Houfe  to  turn  their  thoughts;  and  furely  no 
man,  who  under  flood  the  intereft  of  his  country,  aad 
wifhed  to  promote  it,  would  feel  any  objection  to  bind  him- 
felf  on  fuch  an  occafion.  The  ftate  of  the  revenue  was  ano- 
ther great  object  of  confideration  :  the  frauds  committed  by 
fmugglers  were  now  grown  to  fuch  an  enormous  height,  that 
the  interpolation  of  the  legiilature  was  become  absolutely  ne- 
ceffary. During  the  war,  the  fmuggling  vefTels  fwarmed 
qn  the  coaft;  the  Humber  was  full  of  them  ;.  they  carried  to 
the  enemy  intelligence  of  the  failing  and  arrival  of  our 
(hipping,  and  did  us  inconceivable  damage.  Thefe  veffels 
were  manned  principally  by  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land :  he  could  fpeak  of  the  mifchief  they  did,  better  than 
many  other  gentlemen,  becaufe  living  in  a  maritime  county, 
he  had  opportunities  of  being  frequently  a  witnefs  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  linugglers.  He  remembered  that  a  fmug- 
f  "  glmg 
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gling  veflel  having  been  carried  into  a  Cornifh  port  daring 
the  war ;  he  found  that  though  fhe  was  French,  there  were, 
out  of  40  hands  on  board,  25  men  who  were  fubjc&s  of 
Great  Britain.     To  check  the  progrefs  of  the  growing  evil 
of  fmuggling,  ought  to  be  an  objeS  near  the  heart  of  every 
man  who  wifhed  to  encreafc  the  revenue,  and  fupport  public 
credit;  and  therefore  he  was  fure  that,  to  that  part  of  the 
addrefs  which  promifed  that  the  Houfe  would  ferioufly  at- 
tend to  that  objefr,  there  could .  not  poffibl y  be  any  oppdfi- 
tion.     The*  nation  had  juft  been  freed  from  a  war,  which 
had  been  truly  calamitous;  but  ft  ill  its  honour  had  been  moft 
glorioufly  maintained ;  the  diftinguifhed  characters  of  the  war 
would  never  be  forgotten  ;  the  names  of  Rodney,  and  other 
gallant  commanders,  both  by  fea  and  land,  whenever  mention- 
ed, muft  keep  up  the  memory  of  Britifh  glory,   nobly  won 
in  the  moft  hazardous  war  in  which  any  nation  had  ever  been 
engaged.     Our  calamities  had  been  great,  and  our  expences 
enormous ;  it  would  be  our  duty  to  avail  ourfelves  as  much 
as  pofiible  of  the  happy  return  of  peace,  to  put  our  finances 
in  fuch  order,  and  raife  public  credit  to  fuch  a  height,  as 
would  enabtcMis  to  recover  our  ftation  of  refpeSability  in 
the  fcale  of  Europe,  as  a  formidable  nation  :  poft  varios  ca- 
fusy  poft  tot  naufragia  portum  ;  we  had  after  the  calamities  of 
war  got  into  the  haven  of  peace;  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  fecond  the  wifhes  of  his  Majefty,  in  adopting 
fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  found  moft  likely  to  preferve  the 
crpdit  of  the  nation,  and  maintain  ita  faith.     He  concluded 
by  faying,  that  if  the, noble  Lord  who  had  preceded  him, 
had  thought  proper  to  apologize  to  the  Houfp  for  having  ta-» 
ken  up  their  time,  it  was  much  more  neceflary  for  him  to 
make  an  apology  for  having  remained  fo  long  upon  his  legs, 
when  he  had  nothing  to  offer  which  bad  not  been  anticipated 
by  the  noble  Lord. 
Str  Jofcph        Sir  Joftpb  Matvbey  caught  hold  of  the  poft  tot  naufragia 
M*wbey.    portum,  quoted  by  Sir  Francis,  and  took  from  it  an  opportu- 
nity to  fpeak  his  fentiments  of  the  coalition.    He  faid,  that 
if  the  portum  meant  the  coalition,  he  could  not  thank  his 
Majefty  for  bringing  us  into  fuch  an  haven  of  peace,  for  he 
detefted  the  coalition.     It  was  not  an  haverr  of  peace ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  a  port  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  Bilhop 
and  hrs  Clerks  (a  fet  of  rocks)  —it  was  made  op  of  fuch  he- 
terogeneous matters ;  and  he  never  could  have  confidence  in 
the  meafures  of  a  miniftry,  one  half  of  which  had  for  twelve 
years  together  (hewn  their  incapacity  to  govern.    He  paioV 

many 
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many  high  compliments  to  the  private  character  of  Lord 
North ;  he  believed  him  in  private  life  an  honeft,  upright, 
and  honourable  man  ;  but  as  a  ftatefman,  he  had  ruined  the 
country  ;  and  he  could  not  think  it  decent  or  proper  to  con* 
cur  with  that  noble  Lord  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
throne  for  having  concluded  a  ruinous  war,  of  which  tho 
noble  Lord  had  been  the  author ;  nor  could  he  ever  bear  to 
{be  the  affairs  of  this  country  in  th?  hands  of  the  man,  who 
had  reduced  the  greatnefs  and  power  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
He  applauded  the  peace  ;  and  faid,  that  if  it  had  been  laft 
feffion  denied  to  be  a  good  one,  the  event9  of  the  paft  Aim- 
xner,  and  die  low  date  of  the  funds,  proved  it  to  be  not  only 
neceffary,  but  the  only  thing  that  could  have  faved  the  coun- 
try from  abfolutc  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  He  reminded  the 
Houfe,  that  the  prefent  rmnifters  had  ftrongly  condemned 
the  preliminary  articles  laft  feffion ;  and  obferved,  that  it  ill 
became  them  now  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  return  thanks 
for  their  having  concluded  and  figned  definitive  treaties, 
grounded  upon  and  almoft  exaftly  the  fame  with  thofe  pre- 
liminaries which  they  had  fo  lately  reprobated.  He  de- 
clared, that  had  he  felt  the  fame  difapprobation  of  the  pre- 
liminary articles,  expreffed  by  the  prefent  Minifters,  and 
been  in  their  fituation,  he  would  have  refufed  to  conclude  ,  . 
any  treaty  built  upon  their  bafis.  Sir  Jofeph  was  on  his  legs 
for  fome  minutes ;  but  from  the  noife  that  prevailed  in  the 
houfe  while  he  was  fpeaking,  we  were  able  to  catch  only  at 
the  few  obfervations  that  we  have  reported. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  Pitt  rofe  next :  he  faid,  that  he  in-  Right  H«o. 
tended  to  give  his  hearty  affirmative  to  the  addrefs  moved  by  w-  Pitt* 
the  noble  Lord ;  and  as  there  was  not  one  exceptionable  idea  ex- 
preffed either  in  the  fpeech  or  addrefs,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  unanimity  fo  often  recommended  from  the  throne,  but  fo 
feldom  feen>  would  appear  on  this  occafion,  when  he  could, 
without  any  impeachment  of  his  character  for  confiftency, 
vote  with  every  member  of  adminiftration  on  the  prefent 
queftion.  He  would  not  take  a  view  of  the  circumftances 
which  had  happened  during  the  recefs,  nor  commence  any 
captious  oppofition.  The  motion  was  framed  in  a  becoming 
manner;  it  pledged  the  Houfe  to  nothing  fpecific  on  the 
topics  which  it  ftated,  but  expreffed  affurances  of  loyalty, 
seal,  and  readinefs,  which  gentlemen  from  all  (ides  muft  be 
eager  to  tcftify  to  the  Crown.  To  the  firft  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs, which  thanked  his  Majefty-'for  concludiQg  the  defini- 
tive treaties  of  peace,  he  muft  neceffarily  give  his  affent,  a? 
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tlifcfe  treaties  were,  according  to  the  noble  Lord,  in  firb- 
ftance  the  fame  as  the  preliminary  articled :  he  had  therefore 
to  congratulate  his  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  felicitate 
himfelf,  and  thofe  with  whom  he  had  a£ted,  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  objeftions  which  had  been  ftated  to  the  pre- 
liminary treaties,  the  definitive  treaties  were  avowedly  little 
more  than  a  tranfcript  of  them  ;  he  had  therefore  to  rejoice, 
that  by  them  the  country  had  been  refcued  from  the  miri 
that  threatened  it.     He  muft  however  obfervc  how  lingular 
it  fras,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  be  now  called  upon  to  exprefs 
j     their  thanks  for  the  figning  of  the  definitive  treaties,  though 
fhev  Were  in  fubftance  the  fame  with  thofe  very  preliminary- 
articles,  for  the  figning  of  which,  that  Houfe  had  in  the 
Yery  laft  feflion  refufcd  to  thank  the  Crown.     The  addreft 
on  that  occafion  was  fubftantially  the  fame  as  that  which  Was 
now  propofed  ;  it  was  then  negatived  ;  but  it  was  now  pro- 
pofed  to  carry  it :  gentlemen  muft  fee  that  he  would  of  courfe 
Vote  for  it ;  and  the  vote  of  this  day  would  prove  the  pane- 
gyric of  thofe  Miniflers  to  whom  the  Houfe  had  on  aforrner 
occafion  refufed  their  thanks;    But  while  he  was  wiflihg  to 
vote  for  the  addrefs,  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  it  was 
to  him  a  matter  of  furprifc  that  the  figning  of  'the  definitiv6 
treaties  had  been  fo  long  delayed ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  they 
contained  little  or  nothing  different  from  the  preliminary 
articles.     Had  any  thing  happened  to  juflify  the  delay,  he 
fhould  like  to  hear  of  it ;  but  if  nothing  had  happened  that 
ncceflarily  might  occafion  delay,  he  thought  his  Majefty's 
prefent  Miniflers  culpable  in  having  fo  long  delayed  the  fign- 
ing of  them.     As  to  the  affairs  of  India,  no  one  could  be 
"more  convinced  than  he  was  of  the  ncceffity  of  attending  to 
them  moft  fcrioufly,  and  without  a  moment's  lofs  of  time.   He 
hoped  that  Miniflers  had  thought  maturely  on  that  bufinefs  ; 
and  that  they  would  come  to  Parliament  with  a  wcll-digefted 
plan,  or  rather  fyftem  of  government,  for  the  Britifh  pof- 
feflions  in  that  part  of  the  world.    They  were  confidcrations 
of  fuch  vaft  magnitude,  that  they  could  not  be  too  fdon  gone 
into  ;  they  might,  indeed,  have  been  fooner  fettled ;  and  he. 
looked  upon  Miniflers  to  be  as  much  pledged  and  bound 
down  to  bring  forward  a  well-weighed  and  wifely-digefted 
fyftem,  applicable  to  India,  as  men  could  poffibly  be.    Not 
would  it  be  enough  for  them  to  attempt  meafures  of  pallia- 
tion, or  meafures  of  a  temporary  nature,  that  would  only 
cffcft  delay,  and  increafe  the  danger  by  removing  its  diftance 
for  a  Ihort  period ;  they  muft  probe  the  matter  to  the  bot- 
tom. 


A.  1783,  DEBATES. 

torn,  and  apply  a  new,  a  complete,  and  a  proper  fyftem, 
deeply*  confidered,  and  fully  matured.  There  were  fome 
among  them  who  had  been  clamorous  in  calling  for  fuch  a 
fyftem,. and'  from  whom  a  fyftem  of  the  fort  in  queftion 
wontd  naturally  be  cxpefted.  He  was  willing  to  fay,  that 
they  were  now  become  the  objeft  of  the  greateft  confidera- 
tion  in  the  empire,  one  only  excepted  ;  gentlemen  mult 
fbrcfee  that  he  meant  the  (late  of  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try. Diftrafted  by  a  ruinous  war,  from  which  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  had  happily  freed  Great  Britain,  the  finances 
ought  to  be  the  primary  care  of  his  Majcfty's  Minifters. 
Peace  would  be  but  of  little  avail  to  us,  if  the  refpite  if  af- 
forded from  hoftilities  and  the  expences  of  war,  was  not 
employed  in  endeavours  to  raife  the  finking  credit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  prevent  thofe  frauds  which  make  the  revenue  un- 
productive. England  could  never  expeft  to  recover  her  fili- 
ation among  the  nations  of  Europe,  unlcfs  her  Minifters,  by  , 
a  rigid  attention  to  oeconomy,  fhould  make  her  revenue  at 
leaft  equal  to  her  expenditure  :  fomething  more  might  be  ex- 
pefted,  a  redundancy  might  be  raifed,  which  by  being  em- 
ployed in  exringuifhing  fome  part  of  the  national  debt, 
would  furnifh  us  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  with  vigour 
a  future  war  ;  an  event,  however,  which  he  hoped  was  far, 
very  far  remote,  tie  recommended  to  Minifters  to  aft  with 
boldnefs ;  they  molt  not  conceal  from  that  Houfe,  much  left 
from  the  nation,  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  :  the  amount  of ' 
the  funded  and  unfunded  debt  fhould  be  laid  before  them  ; 
they  ihouid  be  made  acquainted  with  their  fituation  ;  nothing 
fhould  be  held  back  or  concealed  ;  the  people  would  then  be 
convinced  of  the  ncceffity  of  fubmitting  to  new  burdens,  and 
would  bear  them  chearfully,  knowing  that  by  no  other  means 
the  public  credit  could  be  fupported.  Our  fituation  was 
undoubtedly  new  in  many  refpefts,  it  therefore  called  more 
loudly  for  enquiry ;  nor  could  prosperity  be  expefted  if  the 
danger  was  fhrunk  from,  or  the  true  ftate  of  the  nation  con- 
cealed. The  country  was  under  great  difficulties,  it, was 
true;  but  ftiil  it  was  neither  ruined,  nor  its  condition  irre- 
trievable, if  proper,  wife,  and  vigorous  meafu res  were  pro- 
pofed  by  Minifters,  and  Parliament  had  the  fortitude,  fo 
well  recommended  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  to  meet 
the  difficulties  cf  our  fituation,  and  confent  to  bear  fuch 
burdens  chearfully,  as  were  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  fup- 
purt  the  national  credit.  Every  part  of  the  fpeech  and 
addrefs  had  his  moft  cordial  approbation  :  but  he  lamented 
that  the  fpeech,  and  the  mover  and  feconder  of  the  addrefs, 
Vol..  XIU  C  were. 
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were  filent  on  pne  particular  point,  on  which  he  might  have 
expefted  to  hear  a  great  deal.     Gentlemen  would  eafily  an- 
ticipate/ that  he  meant  the  commercial  treaty  with  America, 
During  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  and  very  loon  after  the 
figning.the  preliminary  articles,  the  late  Adminiftration  had. 
been  frequently  reproached  for  not  having  been  able  to  con- 
clude in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time,  a  treaty,  which  to  thofc 
who  were  not  then  in  the  cabinet,  feemed  to  be  a  work  of  thfr 
greateft  facility  ;  and  yet  a  confidcrablc  part  of  that  feffion, 
and  the  whole  recefs,  had  patted  away,  and  the  commercial 
treaty,  once  pronounced  to  be  fo  very  practicable  in  its  na- 
ture, was  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  the  fpeech.     Minif- 
ters  had  fen,t  to  Paris  a  gentleman,  of  all  others,  as  they 
themselves  faid,  the  beft  qualified  to  treat  on  commercial 
ynatters ;  a  gentleman  not  a  little  fanguine  of  fuccefs  in  his 
undertakings,  certainly  not  of  a  defponding  turn  of  mind ; 
and  yet  this  gentleman,  not  much  accuftomed  to  imagine  or. 
defcribe  any  thing  in  a  fhort  compafs,  after  having  exerted 
all  the  inexhauftible  refources  of  his  genius,  has  returned 
from  Paris,  without  bringing  any  commercial  treaty  with 
him.     He  alfo  contended,  that  if  cenfure  lay  againfl  the  Ad* 
iqiniftration,  in  which  he  had  borne  a  fhare,  for  not  having 
mentioned  the  treaty  of  commerce  in  the  provifional  articles 
with  America,  ft  ill  greater  blame  was  imputable  to  the  prc- 
fqnt  minifters,  for  having  figned  and  concluded  a  de6nitive 
treaty  with  America,  without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  it. 
He  mentioned  the  confidence  with  which  thofe  Minifters  had 
formerly  infilled  on  the  poffibiiity.  of  fuch  a  treaty *s  being 
fud<'cnly  and  fpeedily  concluded  ;  but  faid,  they  began  to 
talk  of  this  being  fo  practicable  with  fomewhat  lefs  confi- 
dence towards  the  end  of  the  feffion,  when  the  time  of  the 
operation  of  a  bill  then  in  difcuffion,  giving  them  power  to 
aft  difcretionally,  was  extended  very  confiderably  by  the 
Lords  j  and  the  alteration,  material  as  it  was,  paffed  in  that 
Houfc  in  a  manner  unnoticed,  and,  he  believed,  almoft  uo. 
known  to  the  majority  of  the  members,  the  attendanctf'being 
on  the  particular  day  extremely  thin.     However,  the  nation 
had  a  right  to  expect,  that  without  delay,  a  complete  com- 
mercial lyftem,  fuited  to  the  novelty  of  our  fituation,  fhould 
be  laid  before  Parliament ;  he  was  acquainted  with  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  bufinefs,  and  would  not  attribute  the  delay  hi? 
therto,  to  any  negleft  on  the  part  of  the  prefent  Minifters  ; 
he  was  willing  toafcribe  it  to  the  nature  of  the  iiegociation  : 
but  he  cxpe&ed,  however,  th^t  the  bufinefs  would  foon  be 

brought 
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brought  forward ;  not  bv  piece-meal ;  but  that  one  grand 
fyftcm  of  commerce,  Duilt  on  the  circumftances  of  the 
times,  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  for  their  confide- 
ration.  If  the  meafures  that  Minifters  intended  to  propofe 
Oiould  meet  his  ideas,  he  would  not  endeavour  by  an  igno- 
ble oppofitton  to  defeat  thetti ;  but  would,  on  the  contrary, 
give  them  all  the  fupport  in  his  power 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  returned  his  warm  thanks  to  the  ho-  Mr.Fo* 
nourable  gentleman,  and  faid,  that  few  things  could  give 
him  greater  fatisfa&ion  than  to  find  that  both  the  fpeech  ana 
addrefs  appeared  unexceptionable  to  him,  and  that  they  were 
to  be  honoured  with  his  fupport.  At  the  fame  time  he  could 
not  allow  that  there  was  any  ground  for  the  triumph  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  he  exultingly  obferved  that  th6  ' 

prefent  tfddrefs  to  which  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to  aflent, 
was  fabftantially  the  fame  with  that  to  which,  in  February  laft, 
they  gave  a  negative :  the  honourable  member  wiflied  to  faf- 
ten  on  the  prefent  Minifters  the  imputation  of  inconiiftency  ; 
there  was  a  circumftance  that  he  had  thought  proper  not  to 
mention,  which  would  make  the  inconfiftency  vanifh.     He 

1[Mr.  Fox)  thought  the  preliminary  articles  fuch  as  the  then 
ituation  of  the  country  did  not  warrant ;  and  yet  he  was 
ready  to  vote  for  this  addrefs ;  but  why  ?  becaufe  the  figning 
of  the  preliminary  articles  had  pledged  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion, and  rendered  the  figning  of  the  definitive  treaties  a 
matter  not  (b  much  of  choice  as  of  neceffity  ;  and  therefore 
as  it  bad  become  neceffary  to  conclude  them,  it  was  furely 
proper  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  having  put  tne  finifhing  to  a 
treaty  which  he  could  not  refufe  to  fign,  without  a  violation 
of  public  faith.  Daring  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  he 
had  declared  his  opinion  pretty  roundly  about  the  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  ;  he  then  pronounced  them  to  be  lefs  advan- 
tageous than,  from  the  relative  fituation  of  affairs,  this  coun- 
try had  a  right  to  expeft.  He  ftill  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
confidered  the  preliminary  articles,  in  tvery  point  of  view, 
as  inadequate  to  overclaims;  and  he  begged  leave  to  calt 
back, to  the  memory  of  the  Houfe  the  fituation  of  our  affairs 
at  that  time.  In  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  our  affairs  had  been 
faid  to  be  the  moft  defperate,  what  had  happened  to  make  us 
rejoice  that  peace  had  been  concluded  ?— Had  any  Englifh- 
man  looked  to  an  engagement  between  the  Britim  and  French  * 
fleets,  ra  that  quarter  of  the  world,  with  any  other  apprc- 
henliofl,  than  that  which  every  humane  man  feels,  who  re- 
pine* at  the  profpeA  of  an  event  bf  Which  much  human 

Ca         '  blood 
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£lood  muft  Ue.Jhed,  and  ufelefsly  too,  after  a  peace  is  con-* 

eluded  ?  When  any  man  faid  that  our  fleets  had  decreafed, 
and  our  finances  had  been  difordered,  and  then  afligncd 
thefe  circurpfta.nces  as  rcafons  for  concluding  fuch  a  peace  as* 

\he  laft,  it  was  incumbent  on  that  man  to  prove,  that  the  dc* 
creafe  in  the  one,  and  diforder  injhe  other,  bad  taken  plaC* 
fimply,  and  without  being  accompanied  by  fimilar  misfor- 
tunes in  the  fleets  and  finances  of  the  enemy  ;  for  if,  when 
it  is  proved  that  we  have  fuffered,-  it  is  alio  made  manifeft, 
that  the  enemy  has  fuffered  in  the  fame  proportion,  then  the 
relative  misfortune  on  our  fide  cannot  be  fet  up  as  a  good 
argument  to  juftify  the  making  of  the  late  peace.    Our  finan- 
ces, it  was   true,  were  not  in  as  good  a  ftate  as  we  could 
wifh  ;  but  in  order  to  {hew  that  the  ftate  of  our  finances 
pointed  out  the  neceflity  of  making  peace  to  avoid  a  national 
bankruptcy,  it  ought  to  be  proved  that  the  treafury  of  the 
enemy  was  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  to  fet  bankruptcy  at  defiance : 
he  believed  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  think 
himfelf  juftified  from  any  event  that  happened  thi$  fummer 
(alluding  to  the  failure  of  the  Caifie  d'Efcomte  in  Paris}  to 
undertake  to  prove  that  the  French  treafury  was  in  any  luch 
condition.     It  was  therefore  fair  to  fay  that  the  preliminary 
articles  did  not  anfvver  the  claims  of  the  public,  nor  fatisfy 
their  expeftations ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 
ment that  thefe  were  in  fa£l  the  fame,   and  that  therefore  the 
thanks  in  the  pre  lent  inftance  was  an  eulogium  on  the  Mini- 
fters  who  made  the  peace,  was  not  well  founded— There  was 
a  little  circumftance  which  made  a  material  difference  in  the 
comparifon.    The  faith  of  the  nation  was  to  be  taken  againft 
tKe  fituation  of  the  country.     Knowing  and  feeling  our  pre- 
tentions to  better  terms;  incapable  of  accepting  fuch  as  we 
hid  procured  ;  the  prefent  Minifters  yet  ratified  the  treaties. 
They  had  nip  alternative ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  dated 
that  the  cafes  were  parallel,  or  that  there  was  any  compa- 
rifon between  the  preliminary   articles  a/id   the  definitive 
treaties. 

i(  But  the  definitive  treaties  might  have  been  concluded 
fooner,  cfpecially  as  there  was  no  difference."^— Certainly 
if  there  was  no  difference  they  might  have  been  procured 
fooner;   but  Was  there  not  great  and  eifential  difference? 

#  Were  there  not  poutfs  obtained  which  more  than  juftified, 

and  which  more  thin  compenfated  for  the  delay  of  a  few 

weeks  or  even  of  a"  few  months  ?     They  might  hive  been 

concluded  fooner  perhaps ;  it  was  his  opinion  they  might } 

1  *  but 
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bat  in  this  their  conduct  was  to  be  judged  of  fairly  ;  it  nraft 
be  enquired  what  they  had  gained  by  the  delay,  and  what 
they  had   fuffered.     If  they  had   procured  certain  points 
which  were  before  doubtful  or  obfcure,  and  that  without 
incurring  expence,  certainly  the  delay  would  be  approved 
of;  and  on  this  ground  he  wifhed.  the  matter  to  be  tried. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  give  himfelf  the 
trouble  to  read  and  compare  the   preliminary  and  definitive 
treaties,  he  would  find,  that  the  latter  was  not  an  exalt  tran- 
fcript  of  the  former.     There  were  fome  few  variations,  to 
ibme  of  which  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  addrei's  had 
alluded ;  either  of  which,  in  his  humble  opinion,  was  well 
worth  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks,  or  even  of  a  few  months. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
to  the  7th  article  in  each,  he  would  find,  that  by  the  preli- 
minary treaty,   the  ifland  of  Tobago  yras  to  be  ceded  to 
France,  but  that  no  regard  whatever  had  been  paid  to  the 
protection  of  the  Proteftant  and  Britifh  inhabitants*  Where- 
as, by  the  definitive  treaty,  it  was  evident,  that  care  had 
been  taken  to  ftipulate  every  condition  that  could  be  aflccd 
for  the  protection  of  thofe,  who  had  no  longer  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  the  fubjects  of  his  Majefty ;  they  were  now  as 
effectually  fecured  as  when  they  were  fo.     This  alone  he  con- 
ceived to  be  a  matter  of  Tome  moment,  and  worth  the  delay 
complained  of*     Again,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
proceed  a  little  farther  in  comparing  the  two  treaties,  he 
will  find,  that  by  the  preliminary  treaty,  no  boundaries  were 
afcertained  for  our  carrying  on  the  gum  trade;  whereas,  by 
the  nth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  boundaries  were 
exprefsly  laid  down  and  described  ;  that  ambiguity  and  want 
of  precision  which  would  have  been  the  productive  fource  of 
quarrels,   was  removed ;  and  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  dif-» 
puteon  the  meaning  of  the  fpiritof  the  article  as  now  worded* 
According  to  the  preliminary  articles  the  gum  trade  was  to 
be  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  it  ufed  to  be  car- 
ried on  before  the  year  1755;  that  is  to  fay,  when  it  was 
earned  on  by  violence,  and  conftantly  attended  by  acts  of 
faoftility,  which  daily  afforded  grounds  of  quarrel,  that  might 
poffibly  in  the  end  bring  on  a  war,  that  would  defeat  the . 
honourable  member's  laudable  wifhea  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  real  finking  fund,  for  paying  off  fome  part  of  the  nati- 
onal debt : — by  the  care  taken  during  the  late  negotiation, 
the  coaft  on  which  the  gum  trade  might  be  carried  on  was 
ascertained,  he  hoped  10  the  Satisfaction  of  all  the  perlbo* 

concerned 
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concerned  in  it ;  at  leaft  it  was  an  advantage  to  have  it  afcer- 
tainctf.  A  third  variation,  if  he  carried  his  comparifon  a. 
little  farther,  he  would  find  in  the  18th  article,  about  the 
meaning  concerning  which  fo  many  doubts  had  been  exprefied 

'  in  the  Houfe  laft  feflion.  The  words  ancient  poffeffions  flood 
in  the  preliminary  treaties  as  the  only  defcription  of  the  pofJ 
feifions  of  onr  allies  in  India,  without  any  definition  as  to 
what  time  the  word  ancient  referred.  In  the  article  in  the 
definitive  treaty  it  would  be  found,  that  the  period  was  fixed 
and  afcertained  by  the  infertion  of  the  year  1776.  Thefe 
three  differences  therefore  were  to  be  urged  in  defence  of  the 
delay  in  queftion.  But  there  ftill  remained  a  fourth,  which 
occafioned  more  trouble  than  all  the  reft,  and  that,  though 
the  Houfe  in  general  might  not  immediately  comprehend  it* 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  fully  underftand,  and  that 
was,  the  fettling  the  period  for  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty 

'of  commerce,  which  is  now  filled  up  in  the  definitive  treaty 
with  the  words  *c  within  the  fpace  of  two  years*  to  be  com-* 

Sorted  from  the  ift  of  January  1784,"  which  fixes  the  period 
or  the  negotiation  to  two  years.  Pending  the  negotiation* 
it  was  reasonable  to  fuppofe  the  three  nations  would  in  com-* 
"mercial  matters  be  bound  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht :  and  this 
he  imagined  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Btitifh  Minifters.  But 
fuppofing  the  two  years  fbould  expire  before  the  new  com- 
mercial arrangements  IhouW  take  place,  a  queftion  would 
naturally  arife,  What  would,  in  this  cafe,  become  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  ?  For  his  part,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ftill  remain  in- 
full  force ;  but  he  knew,  on  the  other  hand,  that  this  had 
not  been  the  opinion  of  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles, 
the  Minifters  of  which  contended,  that  if  the  negotiations 
jhould  end  without  producing  any  new  commercial  arrange- 
ments, the  treaty  of  Utrecht  would  in  that  cafe  be  com- 
pletely annulled  :  the  confequence  therefore  would  be  .this, 
that  Great  Britain  would  be  obliged  to  comply  with  all  the 
requifitions  of  thefe  two  courts,  or  elfe  adopt  one  fide  of 
this  difagreeable  alternative— either  to  live  without  any  com- 
mercial intercourfe  between  France  and  Spain,  or  to  go  t& 
war  with  them,  in  order  to  procure  advantageous  terms  of 
commerce.  In  either  cafe  this  country  muft  fuffer:  fhd 
.  muft  either  corifent  to  fbrege  the  benefits  arifing  from  thef 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  had  always  been  deemed  highly* 
beneficial ;  or  elfe  run  the  rifle  of  lofing"  all  thofe  blerang* 
ky  a  new  war,  which  we  might  expeft  to  derive  from  the 

peace 
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pc^ce.  By  the  delay  that  bad  intervened,  all  thejfe  difficul- 
ties have  been  removed  ;  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  all  others 
between  France,  Spain,  and  this  country,  haue  been  oncost* 
ditionally  revived  and  renewed;  fo  that  let  the  negotiations 
for  new  commercial  arrangements  terminate  as  they  may,, 
England  cannot  be  worfe  than  ibe  is  :  if  the  negotiation 
lhould  fuccecd,  fo  much  the  better ;  if  it  fliould  not,  then 
fhe  will  find  herielf  juft  where  fhe  is,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  this  would  be 
finally  fettled  in  two  years  from  the  ift  of  January  1784* 
If  no  other  advantage  had  been  derived,  from  the  delay,  ha 
thought  it  was  well  compenfated  ;  and  now  that  the  bufineft 
was  concluded,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that,  bound 
as  he  knew  the  public  faith  to-  have  been  by  the  preliminary? 
articles,  he  would  have  concluded  the  definitive  treaties  or* 
the  baiis  of  them,  if  the  Minifters  of  the' other  belligerent 
powers  had  not  thpught  proper  to  recede  from  the  letter  o£ 
them  in  thefe  feyeral  inftanccs.  He  hoped  that  from  all  he 
had  faid,  the  Houfe  would  not  think  the  delay  had.  been  ufe» 
lei* ;  and  th*t  they  wtwtld.  acquit  him  of  inconfiftency  ia 
condemning  the  preliminary  articles  in  the  laft  feffion ;  and' 
yet  calling  upon  gentlemen  to  vote  for  an  addrefs  that  ap- 
proved of  definitive  treaties  that  were  founded  upon  them : 
it  was  proper  now  to  carry  into  effeft,  what  it  might  have 
been  better  for  the  nation  had  never  been  propofed  ;  but  ha- 
ving once  been  done,  there  was  a  neceffity  to  ratify  it ;  and' 
whatever  the  Minifters  who  advifed  the  figning  of  the  pre- 
liminary articles juight  think  to  the  contrary,  he  was  bold' 
to  fay,  that  from  a  comparifon  of  the  loffes  and  advantages 
on  both  fides,  between  France  and  England,  he  was  con*  t 
vinced  that  the  Minifters  of  the  former  power  had,  by  ma- 
king the  peace  when  they  did,  rendered,  their  country  a*. 
great  a  fervice  as  had  ever  been  rendered  by  any  ftatefman,. 
to  any  country,  at- the  end' of  any  war. 

The  honourable  member  was  inrprifed  that  no  commercial'  - 
treaty  with  America  had  been  figned  :  bar,  in  fad,  there  was 
no  ground  for  furprife ;  the  late  Adminiftraiion  had  not  been 
blamed,  as  the  honourable  member  imagined,  for  not  having 
produced  a  commercial  fyftero  to  Parliament ;  but  for  having, 
ia.the  firft  inftaqce,  figned  the  provifional  treaty,  without 
having  made  any  ftipulatiens.in  favour  of  British  commerce; 
arid  in  the  ncxty  f$r  -r*ot  having  brought  forward  fome  regu- 
lations adapted te  the  fituatioa  of  the  moment,  which  fhould ' 
M4  tiU*a,  general  fyftesn  could  be  formed  and  adopted.  For 

bis 
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kis  part,  he  was  free  to  own,,  that  he  might  have  figncd  the 
definitive  treaty  with  America  (boner  if  he  had  thought  it 
neceffary ;  but  having  all  along  looked  upon  the  provisional 
treaty  as  definitive  and  abfdlute,  when  a  particular  event 
Should  happen,  which  has  iince  taken  place,  namely,  the 
peace  with  France,  he  did  not  think  any  ratification  necef- 
fary. This  was  the  language  he  had  held  in  his  difpatchet 
to  our  negotiators  :  but  as  the  other  powers  were  of  opinion, 
that  they  ought  not  to  fign  the  definitive  treaties,  until  the  pro- 
visional articles  Should  have  been  previoufly  ratified,  he  gave 
way,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  proper  to  defer  the  Signature 
of  the  definitive  treaties  with  the  other  powers,  until  Ame- 
rica and  England  could  have  fettled  the  terms  of  a  commer- 
cial treaty ;  and  alfo  becaufe  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  nego- 
ciation  might  be  better  carried  on  in  London  or  Philadelphia 
tfyan  in  Paris,  In  the  Heps  which  they  had  taken,  the  utmoft 
care  and  attention  had  been  ufed  to  bring  back  to  this  coun- 
try the  minds,  the  affe&ions,  the  commerce  of  America. 
The  gentleman  who  was  fent  to  Paris  to  negociate  this  trea- 
ty, was  qualified  for  the  talk,  as  much  from  his  e^tenfive 
knowledge  of  the  interefts  of  the  two  countries,  as  from  hia 
chara&er  for  integrity,  and  the  love  of  freedom  :  his  abili- 
ties in  this  negociation  had  been  apparent,  and  he  deferved 
well  of  his  country.  He  adverted  to  the  meafure  of  giving 
his  Majcfty  in  council  difcretional  powers  for  a  limited 
time,  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  commerce  of  the 
two  countries.  The  right  honourable  gentleman's  obferva- 
tions  on  that  aft  certainly  were  not  excited  by  any  evil 
which  had  been  experienced.  No  danger  nor  injury  had  at 
yet  arifen  from  thefe  difcretional  powers  :  but  had  they  not 
been  extended  in  duration,  he  muft  before  now  have  come  to 
Parliament  for  frelh  powers,  as  the  fyftem  of  commerce  had 
not  been  fettled. 

The  honourable  member  wondered  that  the  India  bull* 
nefs  had  been  fo  long  poftponed.  On  this  point  he  was  rea- 
dy to  take  lhame  to  himfelf  5  for  the  ftate  of  our  affairs  in 
the  Eaft  had  for  fome  time  been  fuch,  that  they  could  ill 
brook  any  delay.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  declared, 
that  there  were  in  the  preieot  Miniftry  fome,  who  had  long  ago 
'been  extremely  clamorous  for  the  adjuftment  of  a  fyftem  of 
government,  applicable  to  the  Situation  of  our  affairs  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe.  In  that  fome  Mr.  Fox  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  be  included  :  but  important  and  preffing  as  the 
buiinefi  of  India  undoubtedly  was,  he  could  very  eaffly  ac- 
count 
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count  for  nothing  Xyftematic  having  yet  been  propofed  to 
Parliament  refpeaing  it :  the  rapid  change  of  Minifters  for 
thefe  laft  two  years,  was  the  reaibn  why  nothing  had  hitherto 
been  done.  Various  committees,  he  obferved,  had  been 
from  time  to  time  appointed  by  that  Houfe,  and  fuch  infinite 
pains  had  been  taken  to  inveftigate  and  enquire  into  the  real 
flate  of  our  Indian  territories ;  and  fuch  able  and  accurate 
reports  had  been  made  upon  the  fubjeft,  that  no  popular  af- 
fembly  could  poffibly  be  better  informed,  than  that  Houfe 
\%as,  relative  to  Eaftcrn  events,  and  the  fituation  of  our  af- 
fairs there;  but  from  the  mere  accident  of  the  rapidly-fuc- 
ccecfing  changes  of  Miniftry,  it  had  been  impoffible  to  do 
any  thing  effential  in  the  bufinefs.  The  Secret  and  Selctt 
Committees,  who  had  fo  remarkably  diftinguilhed  them- 
felves  by  their  affiduity  and  ability,  had  both  originated  in 
the  adminiftration  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  ; 
and  as  a  learned  gentleman  had  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  Secret  Committee,  who  lived  at  the  time  in  great 
friendfhip  and  confidence  with  the  Minifler,  it  was  n6t  to 
be  doubted  but  that  the  learned  gentleman  would  have  pro- 
pofed fomething  material  upon  the  fubjeft,  if  his.  adminiftra- 
tion had  not  been  fuddenly  diflblved.  The  fhort  adminiftra- 
tion of  the  noble  Marqpis,  whofe  name  cannot  be  mentioned 
without  exciting  tbemoft  lively  regret  in  the  breaft  of  every 
well  wither  to  his  country,  left  no  time  for  entering  upon 
that  bufinefs ;  and  eveq  the  noble  Earl,  who  had  been  at  the 
head  of  the  laft  Adminiftration,  had  not  time  to  take  any  ef- 
feftual  meafures  to  heal  the.  wounds  which  former  governors  . 
had  given  to  India.  The  learned  gentleman  to  whom  he 
alluded  lived  in  as  much  confidence  with  the  noble  Earl,  as 
he  had  before  done  with  the  noble  Lord,  and  certainly,  if 
the  time  had  not  been  too  fhort,  he  would  have  brought  for- 
ward refolutions  on  the  evidence  which  came  before  him* 
During  their  continuance  in  office,  howeverj  it  was  welt 
known  that  certain  refolutions,  touching  the  recall  of  a  go- 
vernor, grounded  on  one  of  the  reports  of  the  Seleft  Com- 
mittee, were  propofed,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  that 
the  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  ordered  the  recall 
.of  the  governor  in  queftion ;  that  the  General  Court  of  Pro* 
prietors  over- ruled  the  refolution  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  ; 
And  that  difpatches  were  made  ready  upon  the  bufinefs  at  the 
Jndia  houfe,  and  upon  being  fent  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
/or  the  home  department  for  his  infpeftion  and  concurrence, 
agreeable  to  an  aft  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Townfliend  flopped 
Vox,.  XII;  D  them, 
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them,  and  in  his  place  ftated  to  the  Houfe  what  he  had  done, 
and  his  reafons  for  fo  doing.  In  this,  Mr.  Townfhend,  19 
his  opinion,  had  a&ed  with  great  propriety )  but  ajl  was. 
anarchy  and  confoflon,  both  in  the  Eaft  and  in  the  Dire&ion 
at  home.  What  waj  done  by  the  one,  was  undone  by  the 
other.  There  was  no  efficacy  in  the  fyftem  of  the  govern- 
ment, -  and  it  was  indifpenfably  ncccflary  that  fooiething 
fhould  be  immediately  done :  but  as  it  then  lay  with  the 
Houfe  to  come  to  fome  refolution  upon  the  bufinefs,  the 
fault,  certainly,  was  not  imputable  to  any  one  of  the  Ad- 
miniftrations  fee  had  mentioned.  With  regard  to  that,  in- 
whlch  he  had  then  the  honour  to  bear  a  part,  they  came  not 
into  office  till  April ;  May  was  the  earlreft  month  that  he 
coutd  have  brought  in  any  bill ;  and  when  it  was  confidered, 
that  although  that  Houfe  was  well  inftrufted  in  the  concerns 
of  India,  the  other  had  not  had  the  fame  opportunities  for 
information,  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  delay  the 
matter  during  a  fhort  recefa,  and  to  bring  itt>n  early  in  this 
fefiion,  thaq  to  precipitate  a  bufinefs  fo  extremely  important 
at  the  tail  of  the  laft,  to  put  an  end  to  which  fo  general  an 
impatience  was  expreffed.  To  convince  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  his  defign  to  bring  it  forward  immediately, 
he  would  take  advantage  of  the  fall  Houfe  that  he  then  faw, 
and  therefore  give  notice,  that  on  Tuefday  he  fhould  make 
a  motion  relative  to  India. 

The  honourable  member  bad  faid,  that  with  refpe&  to  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  nothing  ought  to  be  kept  back,  but  that 
1  all  ought  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  public  eye ;  and  that  fuch 
burdens  ought  to  be  chearfully  fubmitted  to,  as  fhould  be 
found  neceuary  to  reftore  public  credit,  and  raife  fuch  a  re* 
venue,  as  would  help  to  exninguifh  fome  part  of  the  national 
debt.  He  rejoiced  to  hear  this  language  frorrf  the  honour- 
able member,  becaufe  he  hoped,  that  when  the  ftate  of  thp 
nation  fhould  be  laid  before  Parliament  faithfully  apd  fully, 
the  honourable  member  would  fupport  Government  in  lay- 
ing on  the  burdens  that  fhould  be  found  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary.  The  public  faith  muft  be  preferved  inviolate ;  and  as 
to  all  the  nonfenfe  of  taxing  the  funds,  and  fuch  do&rines  as 
had  been  broached  by  writers,  not  anonymous  writers  in- 
deed, but  whofe  names  lent  no  credit  to  their  works,  they 
had  his  execration.  It  was  a  meafure  which  no  honeft  Mi* 
nifter  would  take,  and  which,  if  any  difhoneft  man  pre-* 
fumed  to  take,  no  Parliament  would  juftify  or  bear.  Such 
a  meafure  could  never  be  adopted  ia  fuch  a  government  as 

ours, 
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ours,  where  public  faith  and  public  credit  were  the  feme 
thing.     From  the  general  terms  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  begun  to  mention  the  national  faith  and 
the  finances  of  the  country,  he  faid,  he  had  been  led  to  ima- 
gine, that  he  meant  to  propofe  fome  enquiry  that  would  keep 
the  fubjeft  at  a  diftance  ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
afterwards,  in  a  manly  and  open  way,  declared  the  proper 
remedy  to  be  applied.    It  was  to  look  the  fituation  of  the 
country  in  the  face,  to  determine  to  meet  the  difficulty, 
great  as  it  profefiediy  was,,  to  provide  for  it,  be  the  burden 
ever  lb  grievous ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  debt,  funded  and 
unfunded,  be  afcertained  ;  and  neither  to  conceal  the  true  Rate 
of  it  from  the  people  at  large,  nor,  what  was  {till  more  un- 
wife,  to  conceal  it  from  themfelves.     There  was  a  maxim 
laid  down,  in  an  excellent  book  upon  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  which  had  been  ridiculed  for  its  fimplicity, 
bnt  which  was  indifpo table  as  to  its  truth.     In  that  book  it 
was  flated,  that  the  only  way  to  become  rich,  was  to  manage 
matters  fof  as  to  make  ones  income  exceed  ones  expences* 
This  maxim  applied  equally  to  an  individual  and  to  a  nation* 
The  proper  line  of  conduit,  therefore,  was  by  a  well-directed 
oeconomy  to  retrench  every  current  expence,  and  to  make  as 
large  a  faving,  during  the  peace,  as  pofliWe,     Nor  was  this 
all ;  he  would  freely  own  that  his  wifhes  went  much  farther* 
He  Ihould  not  think  a  profpeQ  of  recovery  rtas  opened,  and 
the  country  likely  to  be  reftored  to  its  former  greatoefs,  un* 
lefs  Miniftcrs  contrived  fome  means  or  other  to  pay  off  a  part 
at  leait  of  the  national  debt,  and  did  fomething  towards 
eftablifhing  an  aftual  (inking  fund,  capable  of  being  applied 
to  a  cooftant  and  fenfible  diminution  of  the  public  burdens* 
To  fuch  a  purpofc  he  ihould  rnoft  ftudioufly  direft  his  atten- 
tion ;  and  he  trufted,  whatever  might  be  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  private  opinion  upon  politicks,  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  would  lend  his  fispport  to  make  a  ftrong  go* 
vermnent,  by  which  be  meant  not  a  ftrong  adminiftration, 
for  the  thing  was  the  fame,  let  who  would  be  Miniftcrs.    In 
order  to  effed,  however,  this  great,  this  deiireable  end,  the 
dread  of  unpopularity  muft  be  furmounted,  and  the  Minis- 
try who  flinched  from  the  bufinefs  upon  fo  narrow-minded 
a  principle,  would  not  defervc  fupport.     The  great  difficulty 
by  in  drawing  the  line,  and  diftinguifhing  how  far  the  pub- 
lic, in  time  of  peace,  could  bear  to  be  additionally  burdened, 
or  how.  far  it  was  prudent  for  Minifters  to  go.    It  might  be 
contended,  that  the  people  ought  not  to  be  to  far  preffed,  as 

D  z  to 
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to  deprive  them  of  all  elaftictty  ami  vigour  In  cafe  of  thtf 
chance  of  another  war.  This  argument  had  its  weight  to  a 
certain  degree  ;  but  he  fhould  think  it  better  policy  to  make 
them  temporary  than  lingering  fuflferers.  '  If  that  Houfe 
Would  but  have  the  fortitude  to  lay  afidc  local  prejudices,-  and 
the  fear  of  a  momentary  unpopularity,  and' would  look  only 
to  the  general  welfare,  the  path  to  profperity  would  be  con- 
siderably fmoothed,  and  the  national  profpeft  would  brighten 
apace.  Whenever  the  prefent  Miniftry  were  found  to  ft  rink 
from  their  duty  in  this  refpeft,  he  defired  the  Houfe  to  with- 
draw their  fupport ;  but  it  depended  upon  Parliament  to 
give  execution  and  effeft  to  the  plans  that  Ministers  fhould 
propofe.  He  wifhed,  however,  moft  earneftly  to  imprefs' 
this  idea  upon  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  that  (lengthening 
the  hands  of  government,  was  not  Strengthening  the  prefent 
Adminiftration.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  party,  or  of  one  fide 
of  the  Houfe  againft  another.  It  was  eflential  to  the  deli- 
verance of  the  empire';  and  he  was  ready  to  declare  his  opi- 
nion, that  though  our  affairs  were  deranged  and  bad,  they 
?*ere  not  defperate.  He  did  not  view  them  with  the  melan- 
choly eye  that  fome  men  were  fond  of  considering  them 
withal,  nor  would  he  venture  to  propofe  the  remedies  which 
were  fuggefted.  The  funds,  he  faid,  were  unexpectedly 
and  unreafonably  low  ;  they  ought  not  to  be  as  they  were : 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not  indulge  the  illufive  hope, 
that  they  would  fuddenly  rife,  and  Stand  at  a  much  higher 
price,  This,  however,  he  was  convinced  might  be  done  ; 
bur  expences  might  be  brought  con  fid  erably  within  our  re- 
venue :  and  this  was  the  profpelt  ;  the  eafy,  fimple,  practi- 
cable projeft  upon  which  he  would  rely,  in  preference  to  all 
the  fanguine  Schemes,  and  to  all  the  defperate  remedies, 
which  weak  men  in  their  ignorance  might  fuggeft.  It  was 
that  which  would  give  permanency  and  aftual  ufe  to  the 
finking  fund,  which  would  leave  it  annually  at  the  difpofat 
of  Parliament,  to  be  appropriated  as  the  necefEties  might 
require,  To  obtain  this  durable  Situation,  great  reforms 
fnuft  yet  be  made,  and  much  muft  depend  on  the  virtue, 
conftancy,  and  ability  of  government.  If  he  could  indulge 
frirrifelf  with  the  idea,  that  the  unanimity  of  this  day,  an 
unanimity  which  gave  him  the  moft  fenfible  delight,  was  the 
earned  of  future  temper*  moderation,  and  union — If  he 
Could  fee  the  profpeft,  that  the  fpirit  of  diflention  was  at 
length  to  give  way  to  the  neceflities  of  the  country,  and  that 
gt  (caft  they  were  to  fpfp cud  t^eir  peribpal  aqimofuies  till 
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the  deliverance  of  the  country  was  accompli  (hed,  he  would, 
indeed,  be  warm  hi  his  expectations,  and  believe  that  a  very 
few  years  would  behold  us  in  renovated  ftrcngth  and  fplen- 
dor.  He  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  his 
condaft  on  that  day ;  and  profefled  his  happinefs,  thai;  the 
fpeech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  addrefs  in  return  to  it,  met 
fo  cordially  with  the  approbation  of  gentlemen  from  all  fides, 
and  that  the  addrefs  would  be  carried  to  the  Throne  with 
unanimity. 

Commodore  Jobnflone  gave  his  approbation  to  the  fpeech  Commodo« 
and  addrefs ;  he  approved  greatly  of  what  had  fallen  I  a  ft  J° 
from  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ;  and  he  believed  that 
what  had  been  faid  by  him  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
•  who^peke  before  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  greatly  contribute 
to  reftore  public  credit.  He  then  adverted  to  the  affairs  of 
India  :  he  faid  that  the  hews  tf  hich  had  lately  arrived  from 
that  part  of  the  world,  might  with  truth  be  faid  to  be  the 
moft  fatisfaftory  that  had  ever  been  brought  from  any  coun- 
try ;  the  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  from  whom  every  thing 
had  been  apprehended,  was  ratified  and  completed ;  Tippoo 
Saib  was  driven  from  the  Carnatic,  and  15  of  his  ftrongeft 
forts  in  his  own  country  taken  from  him  :  all  this  had  been 
effeftcd  by  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Haftings  as  a  ftatefmao,  be- 
fore any  news  of  the  peace  in  Europe  had  reached  Bengal. 
The  peace  wkh  the  Mahrattas  was,  of  itfelf,  fo  difficult, 
and  fo  unexpected,  that  an  honourable  member  of  that. 
Houfe,  who  imagined  it  would  never  take  place  under  the 
mufpices  of  Mr.  Haftings,  having  heard  that  it  had  been  ac- 
tually ratified,  but  that  the  Mahrattas  waited  for  what  they 
call  a  fortunate  day,  on  which  the  ratifications  fhould  be  ex- 
changed, had  often  aiked  him  when  the  fortunate  day  would 
come,  as  if  he  meant  that  it  would  never  arrive.  "  I  afked 
him,  faid  the  Commodore,  what  he  would  fay  and  think  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  if  that  fortunate  day  fhould  arrive,  and  that 
it  fhould  be  found  that  nothing*  but  that  circumftance  had 
delayed  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  ?"  <c  I  will  then, 
replied  the  member,  think  Mr.  Haftings  deferving  of  every" 
mark  of  refpeft  that  this  countxy  could  fhew  him."  "  I 
hope,  therefore,  obferved  the  Commodore,  that  as  the  ho- 
nourable member  rauft  now  be  fully  convinced  that  the 
fortunate  day  has  actually  arrived,  and  that  the  ratification 
is  exchanged,  he  will  himfelf  move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
to  Mr.  Haftings."     He  denied  that  our  territorial  acquifi- 

tioAS  in  India  had  k?cn  nude  by  a  mere  company  of  mer- 
chants, 
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chants,  bent  on  the  extenfion  of  mercantile  bbjefts  oqly,  to 
the  furprife  and  almoft  beyond  the  belief  of  thofe  now  liv- 
ing, and  undoubtedly  in  a  manner  fo  wonderful,  as  to  ex* 
ceed  the  poffibte  credibility  of  pofterity,  as  the  noble  Lord* 
who  moved  for  the  addrefs,  bad  declared.    He  admitted, 
that  in  the  fyfterti  purfacd  by  that  company  to  obtain  their 
acquifitions,  and  afterwards  to  govern  them,  there  might  be 
ibmething  wrong,  and  fomething  that  called  for  correction  5 
but  he  cautioned  Minifters  againft  the  grofs  error  of  rejeding 
the  whole  of  their  fyftem  as  abfard.     He  reminded  them, 
that  thofe  who  obtained  the  acquifitions,  and  had  held  them 
fo  long,  could  not  have  afted  with  unremitted  blunders  in 
their  conduit,  and  bad  them  recoiled  the  fate  of  America, 
Which,  had  begun  to  eftrange  itfelf  from  a  connection  "with 
Great  Britain,  only  when  we  began  to  think  the  government 
Of  the  colonies  wholly  wrong,  had  proceeded  to  violate  their 
charters,  and  to  force  them  to  fubmit  to  a  fyftem  of  govern- 
ing never  before  p raft i fed.     The  Commodore  faid  farther, 
that  men  of  the  greateft  abilities  could  not  judge  of  the  fit- 
teft  mode  of  governing  India  by  intuition,  that  men  of  ex- 
perience in  the  affairs  of  that  country  muft  be  advifed  with, 
and  that  therefore  he  hoped,  his  Majefty's  Minifters  Would 
not  proceed  to  enforce  a  plan  of  their  own,  without  confu- 
tation with  thofe,  who  were  beft  able  to  inform  them,  what 
fyftem  was  raoft  applicable  to  India,  and  what  waa  moft 
otherwrfe.    He  expefted  that  fome  notice  would  have  been 
taken  of  the  Governor  of  Bengal,  or  at  leaft  of  the  great 
and  definable  events  in  India— fomething  of  congratulation 
on  the  accomplifhment  of  the  peace,  he  looked  for  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would,  at 
a  proper  time,  remedy  the  defe€t,  by  voting  their  thanks  to 
Mr.  Haftings. 
llr.T.  Pitt.      Mr,  Thomas  Pitt  obferved,  fhortly ,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Fox, 
that  if,  as  he  had  ftated  in  juftification,  that  the  definitive 
treaties  were  in  fubfhmce  the  fame  as  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles, that  the  latter  were  necefiarily  bound  by  the  former, 
and  that  therefore  he  could  not  alter  them  without  breaking 
the  faith  of  nations,  in  that  cafe  they  were  not  objc&a  of 
thanks  to  the  crown,  but  merely  of  acquicfcence  to  thofe 
who  difapproved  of  the  preliminary  articles  by  which  they 
were  {controled.     As   to  the  explanations  and  amplifica- 
tions he  had  ftated  as  having  been  obtained  by  him,  not 
contained  in  the  former  articles,  it  was  in  the  nature  of  4 
definitive  treaty,  to  explain  and  elucidate  preliminary  ar- 
ticles, 
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tides,  and  could  therefore  no  more  be  claimed  as  merit  by 
him>  than  it  could  be  brought  to  detraft  from  the  merit  of' 
his  predecetibrs,  who  never  could  imagine,  that  preliminary 
articles,  which  are  only. the  bafis  of  treaty,  can  be  as  pre- 
cife  and  determinate  as  the  definitive  articles,  that  are  to  be 
built  upon  them*  With  regard  to  the  morion  that  day  fe'n- 
night  upon  Eaft  India  affairs,  he  only  hoped  that  the  whole 
fyftem  intended  would  then  be  raid  before  the  Houfe,  when 
he  would  give  it  his  fcrious  attention ;  but  that  he  (hould 
expeQ  the  whole  of  the  plan,  and  not  to  be  furprifed  into 
the  giving  his  aflent  or  diffent  to  aijy  part  of  it,  in  a  previ- 
ous ft?p,  which  might  cmbarrafi  him  afterwards  in  the 
confequenees. 

General  Smith  faid,  he  would  not  take  up  two  moments  General 
of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  5  but  he  could  not  fit  ftill,  and' Smith* 
hear  opinions  delivered  upon  particular  fubje&s,  from 
which  he  differed,  without  declaring  that  he  did  fo.  An 
honourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  had  expreffed  his  fur- 
prife,  that  his  Majefty^  Minifters  had  faid  nothing  in 
praife  of  the  perfon  principally  concerned  in  concluding 
the  Mahratta  war :  whenever  the  fubjed  came  properly  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  he  (hould  date  his  reaf6ns,  why  ho 
thought  that  perfon  entitled  to  no  particular  praife* 

The  motion  was  then  read  from  the  Chair,  and  agreed 
to  nemine  contradicente :  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
np  an  addrefs  thereupon* 

November  12. 

The  Earl  of  Upper  Offory  reported  from  the  Committee,  The  Etri  ©f 
that  they  had  drawn  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  uPpwOflft»- 
they  had  dire&ed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe  j  and  he  read  ry* 
the  fame  in  his  place.     He  then  delivered  it  at  the  table, 
were  it  was  read,  a»4  agreed  to  by  tile  Houfe  nemim  con- 
tradkentc* 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  fuch  members  of  the  Houfe, 
as  were  of  his  Majefty's  mod  honourable  Privy  Cmincil, 
4o  humbly  know  bis  Majefty's  pleafure,  when  he  will  be 
f ftegded  by  thjs  Houfe. 

Iiord  Geurge  Jumftus  Henry  Caixndifb  called  the  attention  Lord  Geo. 
©f  the  Houfe,  to  a  motion  which  he  was  confident  would  CafendiA*> 
meet  the  moft  cordial  and  heartfelt  approbation  of  every 
gentleman,  and  as  it  \Vas  unneceflary  to  prefo  it  on  the  " 
Houfe  by  argument,  be  would  move,  and  it  was  refolved 
unaaimoiifly,  that  a  niefiage  be  fent  to  the  Queen,  with 

1  the 
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the  Gncefe  and  hearty  congratulations  of  this  'Houfe  on  the 
joyful  event,  of  the  birth  of  another  Princefs,  and  on  her 
Majeft/s  happy  recovery;  and  to,  allure  her  Majefty,  of, 
the  zealous  and  dutiful  attachment  of  this  Houfe, 

Ordered,  that  Lord  George  Auguftus  Henry  Cavendifh, 
Colonel  Stanhope,  Lord  Charles  Spencer,  Mr.  North,  Mr.. 
Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  John  Townftiend,  and  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Duncannon,  do  attend  her  Majefty  with  the  faid  mcitage* 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  con  fide  ra- 
tion the  ftate  of  the  adminiftration  of  juflice  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  was  revived,  and  the 
documents  referred  to  it. 
^fj**1  General  Smith  then  ftated  to  the  Houfe  the  fituation  of 

*  India  affairs,  in  regard  to  the  particulars  which  belonged 

to  the  object  of  the  Select  Committee,  and  faid  that  it 
was  fomething  very  (ingular,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had 
fat  as  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Judicature,  pofterior  to 
the  arrival  of  the  orders  of  recall  in  India.  This  certainly 
4emanded  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  and  he  hoped  every, 
gentleman  would  ferioufly  confider  the  fubje&,  and  come 
prepared  next  week  for  a  full  difcufGon  >  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  he  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direc- 
tion, tnat  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies  of  all 
orders  that  have  been  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  relating  to  the  recall  of  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
in  Calcutta. 

November  13. 

The  Houfe  went  up  in  procefiion  to  St.  James's,  and  pre* 
fented  to  his  Majefty  the  following  addrefs  : 

€t  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

u  W  E,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjett^ 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflcmbled, 
beg  leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for 
your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

"  Affectionately  and  dutifully  interefted  in  whatever 
concerns- your  Majefty's  domeftic  happinefs,  we  beg  leave 
to  offer  our  moft  fincere  congratulations  on  the  birth  of 
another  princefs,  and  to  expref6  our  unfeigned  joy  at  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  Queen. 

**  We  are  gratefully  fenfible  of  the  paternal  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  your  people,  which  has  induced  your  Ma* 

jefty 
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jefty  to  conclude  definitive  treaties  of  peace  with  the, 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  to  ratify  preliminary  articles  with  the  States  Ge- 
neral of  the  United  Provinces  ;  and  we  beg  your  Majefty 
to  accept  our  mod  humble  thanks  fof  having  gracioufly  or- 
dered thofe  feveral  treaties  to  be  laid  before  us.  We  have 
great  fatisfaftion  in  learning  that  your  Majefty  has  no  caufe 
to  doubt  but  that  all  thofe  powers  agree  in  fincere  inclina- 
tion with  your  Majefty  to  keep  the  calamities  of  war  at  a 
great  diftance. 

«*  We  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
je&s  which  demand  our  attention ;  and  we  acknowledge, 
with  thanks,  the  anxious  folicitude  for  the  public  good 
which  has  induced  your  Majefty  to  give  u^,  thus  early,  an 
opportunity  of  taking  them  into  confideration.  Your 
faithful  Commons  are  fenfible  that  the  fruits  of  thofe  en- 
quiries, which  they  have  fo  long  purfued,  «are  now  juftly 
eipe&ed,  and  that  the  fituation  of  the  Eaft-India  Compa- 
ny claims  our  utmoft  exertions  to  provide,  in  the  moil  ef- 
fe&ual  manner,  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
the  valuable  advantages  derived  from  our  Indian  pofieflions, 
and  to  promote  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the  native  in- 
habitants in  thofe  provinces. ' 

€t  The  feafon  of  peace  '  will  call  for  our  attention  to 
every  thing  which  can  recruit  the  ftrength  of  the  nation, 
after  fo  long  and  fo  expenfive  a  war. 

*€  W«  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  paternal  goodnefs  in 
recommending  fuch  means  of  increafing  and  fecuring  the 
public  revenue,  as  may  be  leaft  burdenfome  to  your  fub- 
je&s.  The  frauds  which  have  prevailed  in  many  of  its  moil 
cflential  parts,  as  well  as  the  outrages  which  have  been 
committed,  are  truly  alarming ;  and  we  have  the  fulled  con- 
fidence that  no  exertions  have  been  wanting  to  reprefs  this 
daring  fpirit,  nor  pains  to  enquire  into  its  true  caufes.  In 
tjiofq  inftances  in  which  the  powers  of  Government  may  not 
be  found  equal  to  its  utmoft  care  and  vigilance,  we  (hall  ufe 
our  utmoft  endeavours  to  provide  fuch  remedies  as  may  ap- 
ply to  this  evil,  and  fuch  means  as  may  be  found  wanting 
to  the  accomplifliment  of  purpofes  in  which  our  material 
interefts  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 

(t  We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faith- 
ful Commons  will  chearfully  grant  your  Majefty  fuch  fup-   . 
plies  as  may  be  found  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  j 
acknowledging,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  your  Majefty's 

Vol.  XJI.  E  immediate 
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with,  from  the  ift  of  January,  1778,  to  the  prefent  time, 
with  the  reafons  and  grounds  on  which  they  have  been  re- 
pealed or  difpenfed  with. 

Ordered,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies  of 
the  refolutions  of  the  General  Courts  ofi  the  Eaft-India 
Company  in  June  and  October,    1782,    and  of  the  7th 

inftant.  . 

»  • 

November  i8# 

Sir  Thomai      Sir  Thomas  Davenport  moved,  that  Chriftopher  Atkinfon, 
Davenport.  jf^  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  be  ordered  to  attend  in  his 

place  oil  Wednefday.     Ordered. 
Lord  M*»        Lord  Mabon  moved,  that  an  account  of  the  nett  produce 
hon.  0f  the  taxes,  from  1782  to  1783,  .fpecifying  the  particulars, 

and  including  the  amount  of  the  totals,  fhould  be  laid  before 
.   the  Houfe.     His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  his  reafon  for  making 
this  motion  was,  that  he  intended  to  take  up  the  bufinefs  of 
taxes,  if  Ministers  fhould  negledt,   and  to  propofe  to  the 
Houfe  that  the  people  of  England  fhould  be  untaxed  before 
they  were  burdened  with  any  farther  taxes,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  make  the  revenue  more  produ&ive  by  taking  off 
fome  taxes  that  deprefs  it,  by  encouraging  fmuggling.       / 
Lord  John        Lord  John  Cavendijh  declared  his  determination  to  adopt 
CivendUh.   evcry  meafure  which  promifed  rationally  to  eafe  the  burden 
of  the  people. 
Ordered. 
X4.Mahou.     Lord  Mabon  then  moved  for  the  following  papers,  which 
were  alfo  ordered : 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  all  articles  which  paid 

•    more  than  looel.  to  the  cuftoms,  with  the  nett  rate  of 

duty,  and  the  amount  of  the  duty  on  each  article,  from 

Chriftmas,  1779,  to  Chriftmas,  1780  \  together  with  the 

totals  of  fuch  duties. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  all  articles  which  paid 
more  than  1000I.  to  the  cuftoms.  with  the  nett  rate  of 
duty,  and  the  amount  of  the  duty  on  each  article,  from 
Chriftmas,  1780,  to  Chriftmas,  1 781 ;  together  with  the 
totals  of  fuch  duties. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  all  articles  which  paid 
more  than  ioool.  to  the  cuftoms,  with  the  nett  rate  of 
duty,  and  the  amount  of  the  duty  on  each  article,  from 
Chriftmas,  1781,  to  Chriftmas,  1782;  together  with  the 
totals  of  fuch  duties. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  all  articles  which  paid 

more  than  ioool.  to  the  cuftoms,  with  the  nett  rate  of 

'  duty, 
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duty,  and  the  amount  of  the .  duty  on  each  article,  from 
Chriftmas,  1782,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up  j  toge« 
ther  with  the  totals  of  fuch  duties. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  Jufticcs  of  the  county      ' 
of  Gloucefter,  on  the  crowded  and  dangerous  ftate  of  their 
jail. 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury  rejoiced  that  the  fpirit  of  the  magiftrates  Sir  Cfcufct 
of  Gloucefter  had  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Parlia~  BunlM»nr- 
ment  a  calamity,  that  he  feared  was  not  confined  to  the  jail 
of  that  county,  but  was  felt  in  every  other  county  in  Eng- 
land. The  daring  outrages  of  felons  called  aloud  to  Par- 
liament ;  the  innocent  traveller  never  flood  fo  much  in  need 
of  proteftion ;  and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  his  right  ho- 
nourable  friend,  (Mr*  Fox)  whofe  penetrating  eye  pervades 
every  part  of  the  empire,  and  would  not  fuffer  the  Gentoo 
to  be  opprefled  at  the  diftauce  of  half  the  globe,  would  not 
forget  or  overlook  his  fellow  fubjefts  at  home  ;  but  would 
take  fuch  meafures  as  ihould  enable  the  traveller  in  England 
to  purfue  his  way,  without  being  in  danger  at  every  ftep  of 
being  robbed  or  murdered. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

SYSTEM  OF  GOVERNMENT  FOR  INDIA. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  came  into  the  houfe  about  half  after  Mr.  Sew 
three,  and  in  a  few  minutes  called  the  attention  of  the  tary  Fok. 
Houfe  to  the  important  fubjeft  of  a  total  revolution  in  the 
fyftem  of  the  Eaft-India  government.     He  prefaced  his 
proportions  with  moving, 

That  an  aft,  made  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majcfty,  entitled,  "  An  aft  for  eftablifhing  certain 
regulations  for  the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe :" 
An  aft,  made  in  the  20th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  entitled,  "  An  aft  for  continuing  in  the  poffeflion 
of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  Eafl  Indies,  for  a  farther  time,  and  under  certain 
conditions,  the  territorial  acquifitions  and  revenues  lately 
obtained  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  for  reviving  and  continu- 
ing, for  a  farther  time,  fo  much  of  an  aft,  made  in  the 
13th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled, 
An  aft  for  eftablifhing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  well 
in  India  as  in  Europe,  as  hath  expired  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  year ;  andf  for  indemnifying  the  faid  Company  for 

any 
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my  money  they  hare  paid,  or  may  pay,  in  or  about  tho 
building  or  three  (hips  of  the  line  for  the  fervice  of  the 
public:"  The  refolutions  which,  upon  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1782,  were  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  whom  \t  was  referred  to  confider  farther 
of  the  feveral  reports  which  had  been  made  from  the  Com* 
mittees  of  Secrecy,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft*India 
Company,  and  which  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe* 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  thereupon  ; 
The  resolutions  which,  upon  the  16th  day  of  May,  1782, 
were  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe* 
and  which,  upon  the  38th  day  of , the  fame  month,  were 
•greed  to  by  the  Houfe,  together  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Houfe  thereupon,  might  be  read  *  and  the  fame  being 
lead  accotdingly, 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  in  the  ftate 
of  refponfibility  in  which  he  was  going  to  put  himfdf  by 
the  propofition  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  move,  he  felt 
much  comfort  and  confolation  in  this  circumftance,  that 
the  meafure  to  which  he  (hould  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  was  not  of  choice,  but  of  neceffity  :  it  was  no  idle 
fpeculation  on  his  part ;  the  bufinefs  forced  itfelf  upon 
him,  and  upon  the  nation  5  and  if  he  even  would,  he  could 
not  avoid  or  defer  the  difcuffion  of  it*  The  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  was  well  known,  and  uni- 
verfally  admitted ;  their  extreme  diftrefs,  and  the  embar- 
raffed  ftate  of  their  affairs,  not  only  called  for  the  aid  of 
Government,  but  required  its  immediate  afliftance,  as  the 
only  poffible  means  of  averting  and  preventing  the  final  and 
complete  deftruftion  of  the  Company's  interefts,  and  with 
them,  of  materially  injuring,  if  not  entirely  ruining,  the  in- 
terefts of  the  nation,  as  far  as  they  were  connefted  with 
our  territorial  acquisitions  in  India.  Thefe  circumftances 
being  undeniable,  arduous  and  difficult  in  the  extreme  as 
the  talk  he  had  fet  himfelf  to  perform  that  day  undoubtedly 
was,  it  was  fome  confolation  and  fome  fatisfaftion  to  him 
to  know,  that  he  was  merely  difcharging  an  aft  of  indifpen- 
fable  duty  as  a  Minifter,  that  there  was  no  choice  or  option 
before  him,  that  he  was  not  about  to  obtrude  any  idle,  vi- 
fionary,  or  fpeculative  projefts  of  his  own.  upon  their  no- 
tice, but  was  in  the  aft  of  offering  to  the  confideration  of 
Parliament  the  beft  proportions  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
India  Company,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  welfare  of  their 
concerns,  that  his  moil  deliberate  attention  could  fuggeft  ; 

aiid 
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and  that  he  did  it,  for  ao  other  neafoa  upon  earth,  than  be* 
canfe  the  neceflity  that  called  for  it  was  fo  argent,  that  it 
preffeditfelf  forwards,  ixrefiftibiy,  and  as  a  matter  that  would 
not  admt  of  farther  delay.    Did  any  man  doubt  the  truth 
of  this  aflertion,  her  had  only  to  take  a  retrofpe£i»ve  view 
of  the  proceedings  of  that'Hoitfe  during  the  laft  two  years  * 
the  many  ahufes  in  the  government  of  the  territories  under 
the  management  of  the  laft-India  Company  had  been  fo  Se- 
verely felt,  that  Parliament  had  found  it  neceffary  to  infti-  ^ 
tute  enquiries,  by  which  the  fource  of  the  abufes  coixxplsv*. " 
ed  of  might  be  found  out,  and  proper-  remedies  devifed* 
and  applied  to  them:   Committees  had  been  appointed* 
their  refearches  had  been  purfued  with  uncommon  induftiy* 
and  their  reports  contained  a  body  of  information  fo  com* 
plete,  that,  perhaps,  the  like  had  never  been  laid  -before 
Parliament.     He  obferved,  that  the  two  Committees  had 
been  of  different  conftitutions  and  completions ;  that  men. 
perfefily  indifferent  to  each  other,  and  unconnected  by  any 
tie  of  politics  or  party,  had  fat  upon  eaoh  ;  that  the  labours 
of  the  two  'Committees  had  consequently  been  conduced 
with  impartiality,  and  that  their  prudence  was  perfedly 
aftoniihing,  the  magnitude  of  the  information  they  had  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  very  great  ability  andpre- 
cifion  with  which  it  was  ftated,  infinitely  exceeding  any 
expeditions,  however  fanguine,  that  could  poffibly  have 
been  entertained  refpe£ting-them  by  any  description  of  per- 
fons  either  within  doors  or  without.     He  pointed  out  the 
"different  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  each  Committee, 
gating,  that  one  of  them  (the  Sele&  Committee)  had  not 
only*  made  ample  reports  of  the  refult  of  their  enquiries, 
but  come  to  certain  refolutions  as  the  neceflary  deductions 
from  their  reports,  to  which  that  Houfe  had  agreed  and 
which  it  had  in  'due  form  ratified  and  authorifed*    The 
other  Committee  (the  Selcft)  had  purfued  a  different  me* 
thod,  and  -perhaps  not  a  lefs  ufeful  one.    They  had  con* 
tented  themfelves  with  furnifliing  copious  reports  from 
time  to  time,   full  of  information,  and  had  left  it  to  the 
Houfe  to  draw  their  awn  confequences  iroro  the  premifes 
laid  down  in  thofe  reports,  and  to  aft  upon  them  as  to 
their  wifdom  fliould  feem  meet.     Both  thefe  Committees 
had  agreed,  however,  in  one  effential  particular  ;  each  of 
them  declaring,  that  the  farther  they  proceeded  in  their 
enquiries,  the* more  it  became  evident  that  all  the  diftrefs 
and  difficulty  of  the  Company  was  afcribeahle  to  the  dif- 

objedience 
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obedience  of  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,    and 
the  rapacity  of  the  Company's  fenrants  in  India.    The  re- 
solutions come  to  by  the  firft  Committee,  (the  Secret  one, 
which  he  had  no  other  reafon  for  calling  the  firft  Commit- 
tee, than  that  it  was  now  at  an  end)  carried  in  them  princi- 
ples to  which  he  gave  his  moil  perfe£fc  acquiescence,  becaufe 
they  appeared  to  him  to  be  principles  of  juftice,  of  huma- 
nity, and  of  found  policy ;  but  they  neceffarily  implied  this 
corollary  —  as  they  in  all  probability  afcribed  the  diforder 
-in  the  Company's  affairs  to  the  true  caufes,  certain  Specified 
fads  dated  in  the  refolutions,  fo  it  appeared  to  be  incum- 
bent upon  that  Houfe  to  iufli&  punifhment  upon  the  authors 
of  the  mifchief  incurred  by  thefe  fa£ks»    This  unfortunately 
threw  additional  embarrafTment  upon  the  talk,  the  arduous 
tafk  of  a  reform  of  the  fyftem  of  governing  our  territories  in 
India,  by  involving  perfonal  confiderations  in  one  of  the  mod 
important  queftions  that  could  engage  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament.    A  learned  gentleman,  who  had  been  Chairman  of 
one  of  thofe  Committees  (Mr.Dundas,  late  Lord  Advocate) 
had  moved,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Dire&ors  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  to  recall  Mr.  Haftings  from  the  government 
of  Bengal,    The  Houfe  very  readily  and  very  properly  pal- 
fed  the  motion  •,  judging,  no  doubt,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  condemn  the  fyftem  lately  purfued  in  India, 
without  fixing  fome  mark  of  difapprobation  on  the  perfon 
who  had  been  the  foul  of  the  fyftem ;  the  Directors,  in 
obedience  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  exprefied  in  this  mo- 
tion, refolved  that  Mr.  Haftings  fhould  be  recalled;  but 
not  thinking  they  had  a  power  to  decide  finally  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  they  laid  their  own  proceedings  before  the  Court  of 
Proprietors.     For  his  part,  he  was. of  opinion  that  the  Di- 
rectors might,  without  any  violation  of  law,  have  iflued 
their  orders  for  a  recall  of  Mr.  Haftings,  without  confult- 
irig  the  Court  of  Proprietors ;  he  neverthelefs  was  aware, 
that  sa  contrary  opinion  was  entertained  by  many;   the 
event,  however,  proved,  that  it  was  necefiary  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  fociety  fhould  be  amended,  as  that  incon- 
veniencies  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had  happened,  fhould  not 
occur  again.     The  Court  of  Proprietors  refolved,  that  the 
order  made  by  the  Court  of  Dirc&ors  for  the  recall  of  the 
Governor  General  fhould    be    refcinded ;    the    Dire&ors 
obeyed  the  fenfe  of  their  condiments,  and  having  made  up 
their  difpatches  accordingly,  carried  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  (Mr,  Townfhend)  to  be  reviewed  by  him ;  that 

gentleman! 
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gentlcmari,  finding  tbem  fo  oppofite  to  the  fcnfc  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  fent  out 
to  India  :  and  the  Houfe  having  met  a  few  day's  after,  he 
ftated  to  them  the  tranfa&ion.  In  the  whole  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, Mr.  Townfhend  a&ed  with  the  ftfi&eft.  propriety* 
an  z£t  of  Parliament  authorifed  him  to  examine  the  dif- 
patches  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  and  to  fupprefs  the 
whole,  or  fuch  parts  as  he  ihould  conceive  to  be  likely  to 
produce  pernicious  confequences  to  the  public,  and  avail* 
ing  bimfelf  of  the  power  with  which  the  law  had  veiled 
him,  he  (topped  the  difpatches*  which  contained  an  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors*  be- 
caufe  he  found  them  fo  completely  contradictory  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  expreJTed  in  their  vote. 
But  what  was  in  the  mean  time  the  fituation  of  the  Com- 
pany's government  in  India  ?  It  was  critical  beyond  de- 
scription ;  nay,  it  was  a  government  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion*  The  Governor  General  himfelf,  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal fubjeft  of  the  difpatches,  was  left  in  a  fituation  in 
which  even  his  enemies  muft  pity  him :  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  India  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  refolu- 
tion  of  that  Houfe  for  recalling  him  5  and  the  refolution  of 
the  Court  of  Proprietors,  by  which  he  was  to  be  fecured 
in  his  government*  was  not  transmitted  to  him,  but  was 
kept  back  :  fo  that  in  fa&  he  was  in  a  place  of  eminence 
without  authority ;  and  of  power  without  energy.  Would 
any  man  of  fenfe  wifli  that  a  Governor  General  of  Bengal 
ihould  remain  in  fuch  a  fituation  ?  Could  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  profp^r  in  fuch  a  (late  r  They  certainly  could 
not ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
prevent  the  podibility  of  fuch  another  occurrence,  as  had 
reduced  them  to  that  (late*  But  this  could  not  be  prevent- 
ed, while  tht  a£t  for  .regulating  the  government  of  India 
fliould  remain  in  its  prefect  condition.  By  this  act,  it  was 
i*  the  power  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors  to  defeat  the  very 
bed  meafures  that  the  JDire£t6rs,  in  conjunction  with  the 
fervant*  of  the  Crown, .  ihould  take.  If  the  Directors 
wiflied  to  punilh  difobedience  in  one  of  the  Company's 
fervants,  and  therefore  to  recall  him,  they  were  obliged 
firft  to  Apply  to  his  Majefty's<  ftlinifters  ;  but  their  confent 
was  not,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  day,  fafficient ; 
fo  that  after  .it  fliould  have  been  obtained*  it  was  ftill  ne-< 
ceflary  to  fobmjt  the  whole,  tfl  the  Court  of ,  Proprietory, 
who  might,  if  they  pleafed,  undo  all  that^had  been  done 
Vol.  XII.  F  by 
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*her  circumftance  that  proved,  as  clear  as  day,  that  govern- 
ment  was  not  impertinently,   raftily,  or  unneceflarily  in- 
trading  into  the  management  of  the   Company's  affairs : 
if  Government  was  now  ftepping  forward,  it  was  for   no 
other  purpofe  but  for   that  of  faving  the  Company  from 
bankruptcy  :  for  if  they  went  on  in  this  courfe  they  muft 
fink ;  and  nothing  but  that  interference  could  .preferve  its 
exiftence.    This  was  not  a  rafh  aflcrtion,  the  ftate  of  thq 
Company's  finances  would  bear  woeful  teftimony  to  the  truth 
6f  it :  the  Company  owed  11,200,0001.  and  they  had  ftock 
in  hand  to  the  amount  of  about  3,200,000!.  towards  paying 
this  immenfe  fum ;  and  when  deducted  from  it,  there  would 
ft  ill  remain  a  debt  of  8,ooo,oool.  a  fum  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree alarming,  when  compared  with  the  capital  ofthe  pro- 
prietors.    Mr.  Fox  faid  farther,  that  \ehen  the  Lords  of 
the  Treafury  confented  to  exercife  the  difcretion  vefted  in 
them  by  the  aft  he  had  alluded  to,  let  the  degree  in  whicl^ 
it  was  exercifed  be  what  it  might,  he  confidered  them  as 
pledging  the  public  faitr^  for  the  payment  of  the  bills,  the 
acceptance  of  which  they  permitted;  and  therefore  it  behoved 
them  to. aft  with  infinite  circumfpe&ion  and  prudence.     Iq 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  fum  was  extremely  large  ;  it  was  never- 
thelcfs  obvious,  that  the  credit  of  the  Company  was  a  mat- 
.  ter  of  a  very  delicate  nature  ;  if  they  were  not  afliftcd,  they 
snuft  unavoidably  be  ruined,  and  the  ruin  of  a  body  of  mer- 
chants, fo  extenfive  in  their  concerns,  and  fo  important  in 
'  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  as  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company, 
mud  neceiTarily  give  the  national  credit  a  very  great  fhock 
indeed.     On   the  other  hand,  to  give  them  the  rcquifite 
affiftance,  without  firft  examining  their  affairs,  and  fetting 
them  to  rights,  and  without  forming  and  enforcing  a  neW 
fyftem  of  management  for  the  future,  better  calculated  to 
promote  their  profperity,  and  relieve  them  from  the  bank- 
rupt condition  in  which  they  at  prefent  uncjueftionably  flood, 
would  be  only  to  throw  away  the  public  money,  and  for  that 
Houfc  to  proceed  to  take  the  laft  (hilling  out  of  the  pockets 
of  their  conftituents,  to  lend  it  to  thofe  whofc  notorious 
want  of  ability  to  manage  their  affairs  had  already  brought 
them  to  the  brink  of  deftruftion,   and  afforded  but  little 
ground  for  expectation  of  better  care  for  the  time  to  come, 
dt  might  naturally  be  fuppofed  therefore,  that  he  did  not 
think  for  a  moment  of  adopting  the  eafy  alternative  of  lend- 
ing them  the  money  they  wanted,  ana  thus  getting  rid  of 
the  difficulty  for  the  prefent.    The  nature  of  the  cafe  re- 
quired 
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quired  a  very  different  mode  of  proceeding.  He  would  not 
have  gentlemen  to  be  led  aftray  with  the  idea,  that  the  pub- 
lic had  no  right  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  check  or  control 
the  government  of  the  Company's  fettlements  :  for  his  part, 
te  knew  too  well  the  great  intereft  the  public  had  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Company,  ever  to  fubferibe  to  any  fuch  doc- 
trine. What  was  the  whole  amount  of  the  dividend  to  the 
proprietors  ?  About  256,0001.  And  what  fum<did  the  na- 
tion derive  from  the  cuftoms  paid  by  the  Company  ?  Above 
1,300,0001.  The  people  of  England  therefore  had  a  much 
greater  ftake  in  the  bufinefs  than  the  proprietors  of  the  Com* 
pany.  If  the  bills  for  two  millions,  which  were  Ihortly  ex « 
peded,  ffiould  return  protefted,  what  would  all  Europe, 
Afia,  and  the  world  fay,  but  that  the  people  of  England 
were  bankrupts,  or  they  would  not  have  fuffered  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  a  Company,  which  paid  them  1,300,0001.  a  yfcn-J 
The  conclufion  would  be  natural ;  and  therefore  the  credit 
of  the  nation  was  deeply  interefted  in  the  fupport  of  that  of 
the  Company.  It  was  his  intention,  then,  in  the  bill  or  bills 
that  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in,  to  authorife  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  to  confent  that 
the  DireAors  (hall  accept  the  bills  for  2,000,0001.  that  are 
pn  their  way  to  England :  the  public  on  this  occafion  muft 
give  cffirflual  fupport  to  the  Company;  and  therefore  he 
would  have  it  underftood  that  the  nation  by  thefe  means 
would  become  a  collateral  fecurity,  and  be  liable  to  pay  the 
whole,  if  the  Company  fhould  not  be  able  to  take  up  or  pay 
all  hs, debts.  Thus  he  hoped  to  fave  the  (inking  credit  of 
the  Company  for  the  prefent ;  but  it  would  not  be  fufficient 
to  do  this,  without  taking  fuch  ftcps,  as  (hould  guard  it  in 
future  againft  the  fame  eaufes,  that  had  reduced  it  nearly  to 
3  ftate  of  bankruptcy. 

If  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with  the  transitions  in 
India,  which  had  brought  on  the  Company's  calamities,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  he  could  argue,  a  priori,  that  'They 
would  happen ;  becaufe,  from  the  conftitution  of  the  Com- 
pany, nothing  elfe  could  happen.  But  with  the  mafs  of  evi- 
dence that  the  Secret  Committee  had  laid  on  the  table,  i$ 
would  be  madnefs  to  peffcyere  in  a  fyftem  of  government 
that  had  been  attended  with  fuch  fatal  confequences.  It  had 
been  truly  remarked  by  a  learned  gentleman  laft  year,  (the 
late  Lord  Advocate)  that  if  a  man  wifhed  to  read  the ,  fineft 
fyftem  of  ethics,  policy,  and  humanity,  he  would  find  it 
in  the  letters  of  the  Court  of  Pire£ter*  tp  the  Company's 
%  fcrvants 
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Servants  abroad ;  but  if  the  rcvcrfeof  all  this  ftould  be  looked 
(or,  it  might  be  found  in  tfce  manner  in  which  the  orders  of 
the  DireQors:were  obferved  in  India ;  for  there,  inhumanity, 
falfe  policy,  peculation,  and  brutality  were  to  be  difcovcred 
in  almoft  every  ftep;  orders  were  given  on  one  fide;  they 
were  difobeyed  on  the  other;  and  the  whole  was  crowned 
with  iitfpunity. 

When  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  condemn  the  fyftem 
purfued  in  India,  it  was  a  neceflary  corollary  that  fome  mark 
of  difapprobation  ihould  be  exprefled  relative  to  men  as  well 
as  meafures;  it  was  not  however  his  intention  to  enter  into 
-  a  detail  of  charges  againft  any  man  ;  accuiation  was  by  no 
means  bis  objt£k ;  but  it  was  not  poflible  to  illuftratc  his  ob- 
fervations  without  occafionally  mentioning  names.  With 
refpeft  to  difobedience  of  orders,  there  were  two  very  An- 
gular inftances,  which  be  could  not  pafs  over  unnoticed. 
The  Supreme  Council  of  Bengal  had,  by  a  vote  on  which 
the  Governor  General  had  been  left  in  a  minority  refolved 
to  fend  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Fowke  and  Mr.  Briftow,  to  re- 
fide,  the  one  at  the  court  of  the  Rajah  of  Oude,  the  other 
at  that  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  1  he  Governor  General, 
however,  refufed  tp  fend  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  the  places  to 
which  they  had  been  deftined  ;  the  Directors  tranfmiued  10 
him  the  moft  pofitive  order*  to  fend  them.  Mr.  Haftings 
thought  propfer  to  difobey  them  •,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
that  he  could  not  employ  them  in  negotiations,  becaufe  he 
had  no  confidence  in  them.  Mr.  Scott,  agent  in  England  for 
Mr-  Haftings,  faid,  on  his  examination  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  that  Houfe,  that  to  force  thefe  two  gentlemen  on 
Mr.  Haftings,  was  much  the  fame  as  if  oppofition  in  Parli- 
ament (hould  force  a  Minifter  of  the  Crown  to  fend  abroad 
an  Ambaflador,  in  whom  he  could  not  repofe  confidence : 
fo  that,  according  to  this  .do&rine,  the  Court  of  Directors, 
who  were  in  fa£t  Mr.  Haftings9  matters,  were  to  be  conii- 
derAd  in  the  light  of  an  oppofition,  and  refitted  accordingly. 
What,  he  faid,  muft  be  the  ftate  of  that  government,  when 
the  fervants  arc  bold  enough  to  confider  the  power  by  which 
they  are  in  veiled  with  authority,  as  an  opposition  inimical  to 
them  ?  But  the  fubfequent  conduftof  Mr.  Haftings  towards 
one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  in  whom  he  could  place  no  confi- 
dence, was  curious  indeed  ;  for  he  was  pleafed  to  give  a  con- 
tract to  Mr,  Fowke  for  furmfhing  oats,  with  a  comroiffion 
of  15  per  cent,  which  he  obferved  in  one  of  his  letters  was 
a  great  fiun,.  and  might  operate  as  a  temptation  on  him  to 
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protrad  the  negotiation  of  peace ;  bat,  added  he,  *c  The 
entire  confidence  I  have  in  the  integrity  tnd  honour  of  Mr. 
Fowke,  arc  a  full  and  perfeft  fecurity  on  that  head." 

To  evince  the  difficulty  of  recalling  their  fervants,  he 
ftated,  that  in  1776  it  Was  the  refotatron  of  the  Company  to 
recall  Mr.  Haftiogs;  but  his  agent  ftanding  up,  and  in  his 
name  announcing  his  refignation,  it  was  accepted  as  a  milder 
tnode  of  difinrflton  or  recall.  It  afterwards  happened  that 
Mr.  Mailings  dtfavowed  the  affcrtion  of  bts  agent,  and  thus 
twt>  or  4hree  years  elapfed,  and  the  retail  was  never  effected. 
As  a  proof  of  the  difobedience  of  the  Company's  fervants 
with  refpeft  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Drreftors,  Mr. 
Pox  mentioned  various  cafes  that  were  well  known. 

The  affair  of  the  Rajah,  Prince,  or  Zemindar  of  Benares 
afforded  an  inftance  of  breach  of  publicfaitb,  which  would  for 
ever  be  a  blot  upon  the  character  of  .the  Britifh  nation.  Tho 
territories  of  this  Prince  had  been  declared  to  be  veiled  in  him, 
on  condition  of  paying  to  the  Vizier  a  certain  fixed  and 
ftipolated  tribute.  The  Vfzicr  thought  proper  afterwards  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  wrththeCompany's  fervants,  by  vir- 
tue of  wfeilh  the  vaflalage  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares  was 
ceded  to  the  Company  ;  (b  that  be  thereby  became  tributary 
to  it,  But  precifely  on  the  fame  terms  that  he  held  his  terri- 
tories of  the  Vitier;  the  tribute,  and  the  conditions  on 
which  it  was  to  be  paid,  were  precifely  the  fame;  fo  that  thd 
Company  flood  on  no  better  grounds  than  the  Vizier,  and 
the  Rajah  did  not  ftand  on  worfe.  Mr.  Haftings,  on  lhat 
occafion,  writ  to  the  Englilh  rdident  at  Benares,  and  autho* 
ri fed  him  to  allure  the  Rajah  that  no  farther  tribute  fliould 
be  exacted,  nor  ftiould  it  on  any  future  change  of  govern* 
tnent  be  enlarged.  The  Governor  General's  letter  on  this 
occafion  was  a  perfeft  model  of  elegance ;  it  breathed  hu* 
manity,  jaftice,  and  honuor  in  every  line;  but,  alas !  the  hu- 
imftrty,  joftice,  and  honour  of  Mr.  Haftiogs  towards  Cheyt 
Sing,  the  name  of  this  unfortunate  Princej  Were  to  be  found 
onfy  in  his  fetter;  his  conduft  difdaimed'them  \  the  tribute  • 
was  regularly  paid  ;  and  yet,  Contrary  to  thfc  very  tenonr  erf 
his  letter,  Mr.  Haftings  called  Upon  Gheyt  Sing  durirgthfc 
war  for  five  lacks  of  rupees  f  thev  were  paid ;  a  fecond  re- 
quHition  for  a  Gmitarfum  was  macfe,  and  complied  with;  at 
was  alft>  a  third  :  the  Governor  General  made  a  fourth  de» 
mand  bf  five  lacks ;  bur  rhe  Prince  Was  not  able  this  time 
toxomply  with  h:  and  the  Gdvernor  hearing  that  the  rho» 
«y  could  not  be  procured  -by  fair  meatft,  W<mt  It^fSrfou 

intp 


PARLIAMENTARY  A-  17831 

into  the  territories  of  Benares,  feized  them  fof  the  Com- 
pany's ufe;  and  the  unfortunate  Prince,  Cheyt  Sing,  driven 
from  his  dominions,  was  at  this  moment  a  wanderer  and  a 
vagabond  in  the  world*— *-*-Thi$  unfortunate  Rajah  referred 
to  the  Governor  General's  letter,  to  {hew  that  the  demands 
that  had  been  made  upon  him  were  contrary  to  the  affurancc 
contained  in  that  letter ;  but  Mr.  Haftings,  difclaiming  his 
letter,  referred  to  the  inftrumenr,  by  which  he  promiled  to 
pay  the  tribute;  in  that  there  was  no  mention  of  an  affu- 
ranee  that  the  tribute  fhould  never  be  higher  ;  to  this  it  was 
replied,  that  a  claufe  had  been  at  firft  inlerted  in  the  inftru- 
ment  to  annul  all  former  agreements,  and  confequefttly  the 
original  argreemeot  by  which  the  Rajah  of  Benares  bound 
himfclf  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Vizier,  and  which  agreement 
had  been  made  over  to  the  Company }  to  this  claufe  the  Ra- 
jah obje&ed  ;  and  it  was  {truck  out ;  confequeatly  he  had  a 
right  to  conclude,  that  the  original  treaty  with  the  Vizier, 
by  which  the  quantum  of  the  tribute  was  afcertajned,  and 
which  he  affigned  over  to  the  Company,  remained  ftill  in 
full  force ;  and  he  was  the  more  founded  in  this  opinion,  as 
the  Governor  General's  letter  was  as  explicit  on  this  fubjeft 
as  Cheyt  Sing  could  have  wifhed;  but  Mr.  Haftings  ftill 
fheltcring  himfelf  behind  the  letter  of  the  inftrumenr,  faid* 
with  Shylock,  "  I  do  not  fee  it  in  the  bond."  Here  was  a 
jnoft  flagrant  breach  of  national  faith ;  for  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
held  the  faith  of  the  Company  to  have  been  as  ftrongly 
pledged  to  Cheyt  Sing,  by  the  Governor's  letter,  as  it  was 
poffible  to  pledge  it.  The  affairs  of  the  Begums  of  Oude 
was  another  circumftance  in  which  the  honour  of  the  nation 
had  been  wounded.  Thefe  two  Princefles  were  the  mother 
and  the  grandmother  of  the  Vizier  of  Oude,  and  the  lands 
affigned  to  them  for  their  fupport  had  been  guarantied  to 
them  by  the  Company  ;  and  yet,  notwitbftanding  this  gua- 
rantee, the  Vizier  was  permitted  by  Mr«  Haftings  to  difpof* 
fefs  the  Princefles,  and  ftrip  them  of  their  dower. 

It  appeared  from  all  the  letters  and  orders  of  the  Court  of 
Dire&ors,  that  the  uniform  tehour  of  their  inftmftions  to 
their  fervants  abroad,  was  to  conduit  their  affairs  ,with  a  view 
folely  to  commercial  purpofes,  and  not  with  any  view  to  ag- 

frandifement ;  whereas  it  was  evident  that  the  latter  had 
eeft  the  chief  objeft  of  the  Company's  fervants. ,  In  proof 
of  this,  he  mentioned  the  Rohilla  war,  as  another  inftance  of 
the  lengths  that' the  Company's  fervants  may  carry  injuftice; 
the  Rajah  of  that  country  was  perfecutcd  with  fire  and  fwoid, 

and 
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and  hit  territories  laid  waftc,  for  na  other  reaibn,  that  he 
could  difcover,  but  that  his  country  had  always  been;  what  it  * 
always  would  be,  a  perfeft  garden.  The  Mahratta  war  was 
another  fource  of  calamity  to  the  Company,  and  another 
inftance  of  the  difregaid  which  was  paid  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
fyftcm  laid  down  by  the  Dire&ors,  of  purfuing  commerce, 
and  not  acquifition.  He  would  not  fay  that  it  was  begun 
by  Mr.  Halting*;  it  certainly  took  its  rife  from  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Bombay;  but  it  was  adopted  by  him;  and  he 
would  not  fay  that  the  terms  of  the  peace  with  that  people 
were  fuch,  as  the  merit  of  having  made  it,  ought  to  out- 
weigh  the  demerits  of  haying  engaged  in  the  war ;  certain 
it  was,  that  this  new  treaty  was  infinitely  left  advantageous 
to  vs  than  that  of  Poorunder,  which  had  been  broken.  He 
added  a  cafe,  if  poffible,  fiill  more  inhuman ;  and  declared, 
that  in  the  ftatement  of  thefe  particulars,  he  had  been  ac- 
tuated by  no  perfonal  enmities,  nor  did  he  aim  at  any  re- 
trofpedive  views.  His  eloquence  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech 
was  truly  great  and  mafterly. 

Haying  ftated  thefe  various  grievances  and  abufes  in  the 
government  of  India,  his  next  oojeft  was  to  point  out  the 
remedies  that  he  intended  to  apply  to  them.  He  declared, 
nothing  but  ftrong  meafures  could  poflibly  be  expe&ed  to 
effed  a  thorough  reform.  Strong,  however;  as  the  fyftcm, 
was  which  he  mould  have  the  honour  to  propofc ;  abun- 
dantly too  harfli  as  he  was  aware  it  would  be  thought  by 
fome,  it  was  a. palliative  !  an  emollient!  an  half  meafurc  ! 
compared  to  the  idea  of  leaving  things  in  their  prefenc  con- 
dition. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Houfe  would,  on  this  oc- 
caiion,  take  the  advice  given  by  a  right  honourable  gentle- 
roan  on  a  former  day  ;  that  they  would  look  their  real  fitu- 
ation  with  regard  to  India  in  the  face ;  that  they  would  ex* 
amine  it  thoroughly,  view  its  deformity,  and  proceed  with 
firmneft  to  adopt  and  enforce  that  application,  and  that  re* 
medy,  which  the  inveteracy  of  the  cafe  required. 

With  regard  to  the  exiftence  of  great  defe&s  in  the  pre- 
fect fyftcm  of  governing  India,  ana  the  dangerous  and  de» 
plorable  extent  of  the  mifchiefs  and  abufes  arifing  from  thofe 
defeQs,  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  were  well  acquaint- 
ed. The  great  difficulty  lay  io  chafing  the  mode  of  reme- 
dying the  defe&s  that  had  been  fo  fully  afcertainpd. .  Qm 
former  pccaGons,  doubts  had  been  {butted  6n  this  queftion  ; 
To  whom  belong  the  territorial  acquifitions  in  I  rub  a  }  Ma- 
ny, mod  grave  peribn*,  were  of  ppinioo*  that  they  belonged 
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to  the  Crdwn  ;  and  they  argued,  that  ifc  was  abfurd  that  a 
body  of  merchants  fhodld  be  fuppofed  capable  of  managing 
and  governing  great  territories,  and  entering  into  all  the 
ttutees-arid  refinements  of  modern  politics*  He  rt as  aware 
alfo,  that  very  weighty  perfons  had  on  the  other  hand  main- 
tained, that  the  territories  belonged  of  right  to  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  they  retorted  very  juftly,  faying  that  it  was, 
equally  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  mere  ftatefmen  were  qualified 
to  enter  into,  and  cdnduft  the  complicated  branches  of  a  re- 
mote arid  difficult  trade.  To  this  latter  opinion,  he  was 
hlmfeif  inclined  to  lean.  His  idea,  therefore,  with  regard  to 
India*  was  to  form  a  railed  fyftern  of  government,  adapted, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit,  to  the  mixed 
cotnpleftion  of  our  iflterefts  in  India.  Re  Was  willing,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  to  leave  the  queftion  of  right  to  the  terri- 
torial pofleffions  jdft  as  it  now  ftinds,  that  is  to  fay,  un- 
decided. It  was  generally  thought,  that  if  Government 
fhould  ever!  take  the  territorial  pdfieffions  into  their  hands, 
they  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  a  company 
to  carry  oh  i  trade,  by  which  alone  the  revenues  of  India 
cdnld  be  converted  to  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain. 

His  plan  was  to  eftablifh  a  Board,  to  confift  of  feven  per- 
fons, who  fhould  be  inverted  with  full  power  to  appoint  and 
difjMace  officers  in  India,  and  under  whofe  control  the 
whole  government  of  that  country  fhould  be  placed ;  the 
ether  claft  to  confift  of  eight  perfons,  to  be  called  affiftant*, 
who  fhoold  have  charge  of  the  fates,  outfits,  &c.  of  the  Com- 

Coy,  and  in  general  of  all  commercial  concerts,  bat  ftitl 
fiibjeft  to  the  control  of  the  firft  feven.  The  Beard  he 
«vOuld  have  held  in  England,  under  the  very  eye  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  their  proceedings  fhould  be  entered  in  books  for  the 
infpe&ion  of  both  Houfes.  Their  fervants  abroad  fhould 
be  obliged  to  ihake  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings,  and  en- 
ter them  into  books  ta  be  tranfmitted  to  Europe ;  4nd  if  ever 
they  fhould  find  themfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  difobeying 
«n  order  from  the  Board  (and  be  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
cafet  might  occur,  when  not  only  it  would  not  be  blanieable 
to  difohey  orders,  but  when  diibbedience  would  be  even  me- 
ritorious), a  minute  Should  be  entered,  ftating  the  reafori  of 
luch  difobedience  2  and  on  the  ft  me  principle,  he  ineant  to 
oblige  the  Council  at  home  to  make  minutes  of  their  reafons, 
as  often  :ai  their  orders  lhoutd  not  be  complied  with,  and 
•they  fhould  not  immediately  recall  the  fervant  Who  had 
ttifobeyedthfeirinftruaions.  This,  he  Was  attire*  *ts  new, 
r'  When 
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whca  applfed  to  the  common  courfe  of  bufincfs ;  but  the  !ong 
.practice  of  it  by  the  India  Company  had  proved  it*  utility. 
He  meant  to  lodge  a  di&retional  power  with  the  Council, 
which  their  responsibility  would  require.  If  it  appeared  to 
them,  that  a  fervant  of  the  Cpmpany  had  afted  in  difobei- 
dienceof  orders  from  home,  from  the  imrncdiatp  exigency 
of  affairs,  or  that  he  bad  an  obvious  good,  intention  in  {b 
doing,  or  that  it  was  for  other  rcafons  inexpedient  to  recall 
him,  they  (hould  be  obliged  to  affign  in  a  minute,  as  (hort  as 
they  pleafed,  why  they  did  not  recall  him,  and  thus  avow 
what  they  would  juftify  as  the  expedient  grounds  of  their 
conduct.  This  would  enfure  fecurity  to  the  commiifioners, 
and  oblige  them  tp  ad  on  motives  of  necefiary  precaution. 
The  Company's  fervants  abroad  were  already  in  the  habit  of 
entering  minutes,  and  it  was  a  cuftom  of  infinite  utility,; 
for  if  no  fuch  cuftpm  had  cxifted,  India  would  have  been 
unavoidably  loft  to  us ;  for  we  never  ftiouU  have  been  abk, 
without  thefe  rpiputei,  to  trace  the  melancholy  effe&s  up  to 
their  true  caqfes..  For  the  prefent,  he  intended  that  Parlia- 
ment Jhould  naforf  all  the  perfons  who  fliould  fit  at  this 
board ;  but  then  it  (hoold  be  only  pro  bac  vUc:  he  felt  al- 
ready the  inconvenience  of  parliamentary  appointments  ;  for 
at  prefent  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  deriving  under 
an  aft  of  Parliament,  teemed  to  difavow  any  power  in  .the 
.Court  of  Proprietors,  Directors,  or  the.  King  himfelf  to  re- 
move him*  He  would  have  the  Board  to  be  eftablifljed  for 
three  or  five  years ;  or  for  fifth  a  length  of  time  as  fhou!4 
be  thought  fufficient  to  try  the  experiment,  hovv  far  this 
new  cftabli&ment  might  be  ufeful.  When  that  (hould  be 
known,  if  eiqperience  lhpuld  have  proved  ite  utility,  then  he 
proposed  that  in  future  the  King  flipuld  have  the  nomination 
of  the  (even  firft.  If  any  of  the  eight  Affiftant  Counfellors 
fhould  die,  the  vacancies  (bould  be  filled  up  by  the  Court 
of  Proprietors*  A  learned  gentleman  (the  late  Lord  Advo- 
cate) id  the  bill  be  brought  ioto  Parliament  laft  year,  pro- 
posed to  giyc  the  tnoft  extraordinary  powers  to  the  Governor 
General  of  Bengal;  he  at  the  &m£  time  named  the  perfon 
who  was  to  fill  that  ofike.  The  perfon  was  Earl  Cornwall**, 
a  nobleman  whom  he  (Mr.  Fox)  named  now,  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  homage  to  his  great  character ;  the  naoip 
of  fuch  a  man  might  make  Parliament  consent  to  the  veiling 
of  fuch  powers  in  a  Governor  General :.  but  certain  he  was. 
that  nothing  but  the  great  chara&er  of  that  noble  Lorn 
could  cycr.  induce  the  legiflature  to  commit  fuch  powers  to 
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•a  individual,  at  the  diftance  of  half  the  globe.  In  this  plan 
the  greateft  powers  might  be  intruded  with  the  Board,  be- 
caufe the  members  of  it  would  be  at  home,  and  under  the 
eye  of  that  Houfe,  before  whom  their  proceedings  muft  be 
laid.  The  learned  gentleman  had' intrenched  bis  bill  behind 
the  character  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  but  he  (Mr.  Fox)  would 
not  mention  a  fingle  name  that  he  intended  to  infert  in  his 
bill:  not  becaufe  he  was  afraid  they  fhould  not1  be  found 
moft  refpectable  ;  but  becaufe  he  wifhed  the  bill  might  reft 
for  fupport  on  its  own  merits,  and  not  on  the  characters  of 
individuals.  There  were  other  points  on  which  he  h*d  form* 
ed  an  intention  to  touch,  and  for  which  he  muft  bring  in  a 
fecond  bill,  in  aid  and  reinforcement  of  the  firft.  An  ab- 
surd opinion  feemed  to  prevail  in  Indoftan,  that  all  the  lands 
belong  abfolutely  to  the  Emperor,  and  that  therefore  they 
may  be  difpofed  of  at  pleafure.  Upon  this  principle  it.  had 
been  cuftomary  to  turn  the  ancient  zemindars,  land-owners, 
or  gentry  of  the  country  out  of  their  poftelEons,  if  others 
were  found  who  would  pay  more  for  them.  This  was  a  de- 
finitive cuftom,  built  on  an  abfurd  and  erroneous  opinion; 
it  destroyed  agriculture  and  improvements,  and  took  away 
that  ftimulus  to  the  acquisition  of  property,  the  confeiout- 
jiefs  that  it  would  be  permanent :  his  plan  would  be,  to  enact, 
that  upon  the  payment  of  certain  fixed  rents  or  tributes,  the 
landholders  fhould  enjoy  the  undifturbed  pofieffion  of  their 
lands,  which  no  power  fhould  take  from  them  :  and  in  this 
he  trufted  he  .fhould  be  moft  powerfully  feqonded  by  the 
humanity  and  juftice  of  Parliament.  He  ftated  alfo,  as  a 
very  important  object  of  his  bill,  and  which  flood  much  in 
need  of  correction,  the  practice  of  the  Company's  fervants 
.  receiving  prefents  from  the  Indian  princes,  and  other},  the 
dependants  on  the  Company.  This  was,  he  faid,  the  grand 
briginal,  the  primum  mobile  of  all  the  rapacity,  difobedience, 
injuftice,  and  cruelty,  that  had  difgraced  the  Britifh  govern* 
rocnt  in  Ipdia.  In  vain  had  the  Court  of  Directors  font  over 
injunction  after  injunction,  to  forbid  the  Company's  fervants 
from  taking  any  prefent,  oh  any  pretence,  from  the  Indian 
princes  and  zemindars.  In  vain  had  an  exprefs  act  of  Par- 
liament patted  to  forbid  the  practice.  The  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  the  afts  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  were 
held  in  equal,  and  the  moft  fupreme  contempt  at  Bengal. 
A  ftronger  proof  of  this  could  not  be  adduced  than  the  con- 
duct or  Mr.  Haftings,  who  had  accepted  various  prefents, 
^nd  among  others,  a  prefent  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
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from  *  Rajah,  who,  at  the  very  time,  flood  deeply  indebted 
to  the  Company,  and  who  pleaded  the  mqft  abject  diftrefs, 
in  excufe  for  not  paying  the  Company  what  he  owed  them. 
Thif  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  it  was  true,  Mr.  Haftings 
had  afterwards  brought  to  the  account  of  the  Company,  but 
it  was  a  confiderable  time  firft,  and  in  die  interim  he  had 
lent  it  to  them  upon  bond,  and  charged  a  high  intereft; 
nay,  fpch  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Haftings  himfelf  upon 
the  tran&ction,  that  he  had  written  home  word  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  u  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  had  any 
particular  motive  that  had  influenced  him  to  accept  this  pre- 
lent,  but  if  he  had  any  at  the  time,  it  was  really  out  or  hit 
mind.'*  Mr.  Haftings9  agent,  Mr.  Scott,  had  alfo  told  the 
Committee,  when  examined  by  them,  that  it  was  better 
worth  the  while  of  the  Rajah  of  Oude  to  make  Mr.  Haftings 
a  prefent  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  than  to  pay  any 
part  of  his  j  aft  debts  to  the  Company.  Mr.  Fox  laid  great 
ftrefs  upon  the  whole  of  this,  narration,  and  urged  it  as  a 
glaring  proof  of  his  former  opinion,  that  the  fervants  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company  in  India  were  thought  by  the 
natives  to  poffefs  more  power  than  their  maften,  ana  that 
it  was  evident  they  held  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, and  even  the  acts  of  the  Britifti  Parliament,  in 
fovereign  contempt.  Another  point  to  which  he  deligned 
to  direct  the  correction  his  bill  was  intended  to  admi- 
nifter,  was,  to  the  abolition  of  all  monopolies.  Thefehe 
ftated  to  be  extremely  unfair  in  the  firft  inftance,  extremely 
pernicious,  and  as  tending  to  confume  the  vitals  of  com- 
merce, rather  than  to  feed,  to  cherifh,  Or  to  lend  it  vigour. 
He  mentioned  the  monopoly  for  opium,  that  had  been  given 
to  the  fon  of  a  late  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  Compa- 
ny, who  Ibid  the  contract  for  a  confiderable  premium  the 
very  fame  day,  and  in  confequence,  the  trade  for  opium  was 
absolutely  loft  to  the  Company.  It  had  been  often  fuggefted, 
that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  give  to  the  Qentoos  the  laws 
of  England ;  but  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  ridiculous  and 
chimerical,  the  aiftoms  and  religion  of  India  clafhed  too 
much  with  them :  but  though  the  laws  could  not  be  cfta- 
blilhed  among  them,  yet  their  fpirit  and  efficacy  might ;  and 
this  great  principle  might  be  carried  into  effect,  that  n» 
man  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  lands,  while  be  fulfilled  the 
conditions  under  which  he  held  them.  It  might  be  proper 
to  have  a  retrofpect  here,  and  to  reftore  all  thofe  who  had 
been  difmifled  fince  any  given  period;  for  inftance,  fince 
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I7?2,  and  to  bine)  them  to  the  payment  ef  fach  routs  pr  trit- 
fcutes  a«  they  paid  at  that  period.  .  lie  had  turned  his  thought* 
jdfo  tp  tfce  deyifing  of  fome  means,  whereby  criminals  ie 
India  might  be  brought  tp  juftice  here,  a  circumftance  qf 
jbP  greateft  imppft^nce.  On  this  head,  he -had  heard  dif- 
ferent opinion* :  feme  thopght  (hat the  laws  already  in  being 
pr*re  perfe&jy  adequate  to  that  end  ;  while  others  iafifted, 
that  they  wfsr*  whp.Uy.  i.i^Cgffici^nt ;  *nd  therefore  that  there 
was  po  other  ./node  of  prosecuting  fweb  criminals,  but  by 
bills  ,pf  pains  aAd  pejoaUiies.  All  thpfe  who  had  bet*  wiu 
Defies  *0  the  proceedings  of  Uft  year,  would  agree  with  bimf 
that  tbj$  wjjs  a  wretched  infufficjeot  mode  tp  refort  to.  He 
bad  thought  of  eftabliftiing  a  permanent  tribunal  for  trying 
("uch  criminals ;  but  he  fejt  very  ftrpng  obp&ion?  to  fucb-  aa 
jnftitutipn ;  gsntlftngn  would  conceive,  that  it  would  be  dif*- 
fisult  for  fuich  judges  to  refift  the  attacks  of  friends  and  rela? 
tions ;  a#d  it  wpyld  therefore  be  improper,  if  folicitation* 
Jhpuld  preyaiU  to,  fe»d  a  criminal  to  be  tried  before  that 
court,  The  gvtt&jr  v?ap  full  of  difficulties ;  and  he  was  rca~ 
Ay  tp  own,  that  be  was  not  prepared  as  yet  to  bring  in  aay 
jfeili  on  that  futjjeft  ;  not  only  becaufe  he  had  not  the  affif- 
Jance  of  the  twp  great  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who.  were 
ppt  at  that  mppicat  members  of  the  Houfe,  but,  in  fa(\>  be- 
$*ufe  he  had  not  yet*  been  able  to  arrange  a  plan  that  could 
pfeafe  himfelf.  He  owned  he  had  an  idea  in  his  mind  oa 
She  fubjec\  but  it  was  not  fufficiently  matured  for  the  Houfc 
fp  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 

He  begged  that9  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  bills  he  fhould 
jppve  for  leave  to  bring  in,  gentlemen  would  not  involve  two 
things  that  were  perfectly  diftinft ;  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  pills,  and  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Haftings.  This 
was  pot  a  day  of  trial  for  that  gentleman ;  the  bills  had  00 
fttrofped ;  not  but  be  was  ready  to  own,  that  upon  the  rear 
dined  he  fhould  find  in  the  Houfe  to  receive  his  bills,  it  de- 
pended whether  there  fhould  be  a  netrofpeft  or  not.  At  prcr 
Jent,  there  was  no  connexion  between  the  bilk  and  Mr. 
Raftings :  he  might  be  the  moft  hooeft,  upright,  humane, 
and  juft  governor  that  ever  eapfted ;  and  yet  the  hills  pror 

Cfed  might  be  highly  proper.  On  the  other  hand,  be  Hughe 
the  mpft  corrupt  peculator,  and  the  moft  cruel  and  unjuft 
governor  that  ever  curfed  the  plains  of  (ndoftan ;  and  yet  the 
remedy  propofed  in  theft  Sills  might  be  found  inadequate* 
AH  he  aiked  was,  that  they  might  be  copfidered  by  tbenx^ 
fclyes,  without  any  reference  to  any  man*    If  influence  oa 
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this  occafion  fliould  manifeft  hfelf,  the  cunfeqiiences  might 
te  alarming:  no  future  Governor  would  ever  go  to  India, 
Without  looking  to  influence  ih  tint  HoUfe  }  and  if  the  day 
ftonld  come,  when  the  whole  force  of  patronage  in  India 
fitttfld  he  employed  for  the  purpufe  flf  creating  fortuenot 
fa  that  tf  oufe,  what  would  become  Of  India  t  Peculations 
there  would  be  prott&ed  here ;  and  the  plunderers  would 
be  prote&ed  by  the  iharers  in  the  plunder.  He  trus- 
ted that  gentlemen  in  general  would  meet  the  qoefr 
don  fairly,  and  not  make  that  a  j>erfotial  confideratkm, 
which  had  nothing  perianal  in '  it.  The  influence  of  the 
Crdwn,  they  had  been  ufed  to  (Uy,  wa*  too  grdat.  He 
thanked  God  it  had  been  confidently  difAinHhed  j  but  the 
inflaeuce  of  the  Crown,  in  its  molt  «normous  and  alarming 
fhtf,  was  nothings  compared  to  the  boundlefs  patronage 
tot  the  Eaft-India  goternment,  if  die  latter  was  to  be  ufed 
k  influence  df  that  Houfe.  The  country  Wis  loft  Indeed, 
loft  beydnd  nil  hope  orpoffibility  of  rtcoftry,  if  the  botmd- 
lefe  patronage  of  the  foft  was  to  be  emplnyed,  to  prevent 
gorerriineiit  frttm  making  *  reform,  called  for  in  the 
tetWeft  manner,  and  urged  onwards  by  the  m&ft  immediate 
and  inoft  pfeffirtg  rteeeffity.  He  tpdkt  not  this  fftfti  a  fe** 
of  the  influence  to  Which  he  had  alluded,  he  trafted  tf* 
aitfctapt  would  be  made  to*  ttert  it  in  the  prefetit  iriftance, 
becaufc  if  a  MiriKter  Wafr  {ifraid  tb  come  down  to  the 
Houlk,  and  propdfc  a  meafure,  grounded  on  the  mbk  «*-* 
gent  neeeffity,  there  wdUld  sit  ohce  be  un  end  of  all  go-  ' 

▼ernment.  At  the  fame  time  that  he  faid  this,  he  Was 
swat*  the  meafute  he  had  propofed  wai  a  ftrpng  one.  life 
foew}  that  the  tafk  he  had  that  day  fet  himfelf  was  ex-  . 
<remely  arduous  aftd  difficult,  he  knew  that  it  had  cbrrfider- 
&\t  riftjue  in  it)  but  When  he  took  upon  himfelf  an  office 
W  re%Htfibility»  he  had  made  Up  his  mind  to  the  fituatioh 
and  the  danger  of  it,  He  had  left  all  thoughts  of  eafe, 
ihdolfeiice,  ahd  fafety  behind  him:  He  remembered  an  ho- 
nourable  friend  riear  him  (Ml*.  gufkl)  had  ottce  faid,  half 
mjeft,  half  tn  earned,  "that  idlehefs  was  the  beft  gift 
that  God  hid  beftowed  upbir  maul"  But  this  Was  not  a  time 
for  ihddlfenee  and  regard  to  fafety  in  a  Minifter.  The 
filiation  of  the  country  called  for  tigordus  exertion,  ftfr 
new  meafure* j  and  for  fdfti*  rityue  %  he  knew*  that  a  Mk 
niftef  Whbhtfd  !k>  confideration  but  his  own  fafety, '  might 
be  quiet  arid  ftfe?  ffce  cofrfequencU  muft  b*,  th*  dOUtttry 
Vould  W  mifi&L  f$ofr~l*Ueh  ftetef  was  it  to  VAittHte 
i  "  .  what 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178$ 

Wh&t.  the  exigency  of  af&irs  required ;  the  Minifter  it  was 
true  might  be  ruined,  but  his  country  would  be  favcd. 
The  one.  oonfideration  ought  to  have  no  weight  compared 
to  the  Other.  Nor  had  indolent  men  any  bufinefs  in  office 
jtt  fuck  a  crifis  as  the  prcfent.  This  was  not  a  feafon  for 
a  Secretary  of  State  to  be  idle.  The  Minifter  that  loved 
his  eafe,  or  rather  who  was  not  determined  to  exert  him- 
felf ,  had  no  bufinefs  with  green  boxes  and  green  bags.  His 
.office  was  for  attive  employ,  and  if  he  preferred  indul- 
gence to  application,  he  ought  to  retire  to  private  life, 
where  he  might  enjoy  his  leifure  without  injury  to  the 
public  [a  fmile  from  oppofition].  Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of 
the  fmile,  and  faid,  the  fubje&  of  a  meafure  adopted  by 
him  laft  feffion,  had  then,  been  fo  repeatedly  and  fo  folly 
difcuffed,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  mult  ex- 
cufe  him,  if  be  declined  faying  any  thing  more  upon  the 
fubje&  ;  thus  much  he  would  only  then  fay,  that  it  had 
been  thought  a  matter  worth  trying,  if  a  jun&ion  with 
thofe,  from  whom  he  had  long  differed,  might  not  be 
made  with  fefcty,  after  the  points  upon  which  they  had 
differed  moft  widely  were  at  an  end,  and  whether  they 
might  not  a&  together  on  new  points  with  honour  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  That  experiment  had  been  tried, 
and  he  was  happy,  to  fay,  that  the  experience  of  the  fum- 
mer  had  confirmed  him  in  his  expectations.  The  noble 
JLord  and  he  not  having  had  any  one  material  difference,  nor 
indeed  any  variety  of  opinion,  farther  than  that  fort  of  00 
cafional  difference  which  men  of  honour,  determined  to 
a&  freely,  tb  give  their  opinion  to  each  other  without  re- 
ferve,  and  from  candid  argument  to  deduce  conviction* 
might  warantably  and  fairly  be  fuppofed  to  entertain.  0* 
the  prefent  occafion,  he  lamented  moft  fincerely  the  want 
of  the  great  abilities  of  the  noble  Lord  to  fupport  him  to 
the  arduous  talk  of  the  day)  and  he  more  particularly  la* 
mented,  that  his  lofs  (hould  be  owing  to  perfonal  illneff 
and  infirmity.  He  was,  however,  happy  to  be  able  to  af- 
Xurc  that  Houfe,  that  he  and  the  noble  Lord  had  confultcd 
together  upon  the  fubjeft  •>  that  they  perfe&fy  coincided  in 
fentiment  and  opinion  upon  it ;  and  he  trufted,  as  the  bill 
would  be  fomc  time  in  palling,  that  he  fhould  ftill  have  the 
'.benefit  of  the  noble  Lord's  powerful  fupport.  With  re- 
gard to  the  fmilp  the  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  had 
chofen  to  afiume  at  his  obfervations  upon  indolence,  be 

Wild  not  be  fuppofed  to  allude  to  the  noble  Lord's  ad- 

jniniftration, 
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jniniftratioa,  becaufe  they  muft  know  many  new  projeds 
were  carried  into  pra&ice  during  that  adminiftration,  pro- 
jc&s,  which,  in  common  with  thofe  gentlemen,  he  had 
thought  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of  the  country,  and 
which  they  had  together  laboured  to  prevent.  Mr*  Fox 
now  came  to  a  conclusion;  and  again  begged  leave  to  im- 
prcfs  the  idea  on  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  not 
intruded  himfelf  in  this  bufinefs  officially )  that  it  was  not 
a  mean  and  interefted  expedient  for  the  purpofe  of  foiti- 
fyinga  party,  or  to  add  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  Ad 
he  had  faid,  it  was  a  ftrong  meafure,  becaufe  it  was  a 
great  resolution ;  but  confidering  it  as  he  and  bis  colleagues 
did,  neceflary  to  the  falvation  of  the  Company,  and,  with 
the  Company,  of  the  State,  he  had  applied  to  it  with  the 
greateft  earneftn^fs,  and  had  brought  it  forward  without 
the  lofs  of  a  moment.  He  then  moved,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  vefting  the  affairs  of  rhe  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  Co/nmiflloners, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and  the  public:  His 
fccond  motion  would  be,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  territorial  pofTeffions 
and  dependencies  in  India. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  North  faid,  that  as  the  -proportions  Col.  Monk, 
which  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  were,  in  his  opi- 
nion, every  way  proper,  and  happily  adapted  to  the  bufi- 
nefs, they  had  his  entire  approbation,  and  they  had  been 
fo  amply  and  eloquently  ftated,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  him 
to  urge  their  importance.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  had  planned,  digefted,  and  brought  forward 
the  bufinefs,  he  thought  had  acquitted  himfelf  with  equal 
ability  and  honour.  He  did  not  doubt  but  the  Houfe  were 
of  one  mind  on  the  fubje£t ;  that  its  ncceflity  and  impor- 
tance were  univerfally  felt  and  acknowledged;  and  that 
the  Minifter  would  be  effc&ualy  fupported  in  what  he 
propofed.  He  therefore  fincerely  rejoiced  at  the  expofition 
of  a  fyftem  fo  mafterly  and  feafonable,  and  rofe  to  fecond 
the  motion. 

The  Right  Hon.  fVilliam  Pitt  faid,  that  he  could  not  Right  Hon. 
avoid  remarking  the  lingular  manner  in  which  the  right  w-  ***»•. 
honourable  Secretary  had  deprecated  the  charge  of  indo- 
lence, a  charge  which  had  never  been  imputed  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  though  it  had  ever  been  confidered 
as  a  leading  feature  in  that  part  of  the  prefent  Adminif- 
tration, of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
.  Vol,  XII,  H  once 


y>  PARLIAMENTARY  4.  %  y«$. 

once  thought  to  be  no  gtaat  advtirer ;  tad  *  tie  fame 
time,  the  claim  that  be  had  jaaade  that  Parliament  would 
jiever  recur  to  a  certain  coone&ion  of  principle  and  pa* 
f riotifm,  whjch  bad  fc>  much  exaitcd  furpriic  and  difcuf* 
jion  in  the  laft  feflion,  amd  that  they  would  gram  eh*  eoa- 
lition  a  perpetual  amaefty. .  But  bow  ready  Parliament 
might  be  to  accede  to  die  right  honourable  geedeinan's  de? 
fires,  be  would  not  pretend  to  determine.  Indeed  he 
knew  not  how  Car  it  might  be  adopted  on  the  pnefeat  occa* 
{ion.  For  bis  own  part,  he  sould  not  avoid  fo  far  j?eur* 
ring  to  the  prefect  very  extraordinary  coincidence  of  fentu 
inent  and  conduft  of  men,  who  were  known  *>  have  a&ed 
9nd  profeflfed  principles  fo  diametrically  .oppofite,  «a$  to 
teftify  his  aftoniJhment*  He  qould  not  nut  obfaroe,  that 
the  bufiqefs  which  had  been  mow  hid  before  them,  .con* 
yinced  him  that  there  no  longer  fuhfifted  a  difegreewient  of 
feptiment.  For  could  he  bare  prefumed  to  have  anticU 
pated  the  condn<9t  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  from 
the  principles  he  had  always  oppqfedin  bis  aote  colleague 
when  in  pppofite  fitu*tions»  Jacfyopld  hare  faid,  that  he 
would  have  been  thi  ftrft  to.  nspeobate,  noktoprapafie,  the 
fyftem  he  had  juft  divulged.  Had  this  hill  bean  brought 
forward  at  a  former  perked*  he  ibould  have  .espedcxT  to 
have  beard  it  depreciated  with  all  that  wawtih  of  fenii* 
meat  and  aftoniibing  eloquence  for  which  he  bad  been  fa 
juftly  admired.  Although  his  noble  colleague,  (l^ord 
North)  was  indifpofed,  he  did  not  conceive  it  a  material 
interruption  to  public  bufinefs ;  for  the  Houfc  had  vow  4 
demonftration  that  the  right  honorable  Secjgtany  had  in* 
duflry  and  inclination  fufficient  to  perform,  not  only  his 
own  (hare  of  administration,  but  that  of  the  noble  Lord's 
likewife. 

:  With  regard  to  the  bill  which  had  been  now  brought  be*, 
fore  them,  he  had  nothing  to  fay  againft  its  propriety,  ne-» 
$e$ity9  or  principle,  at  this  time.  He  would  fufpend  his 
judgment  until  the  bills  came  before  them ;  when  he  would 
examine  their  provifions  with  the  accuracy  and  care  which 
they  demanded.  He  was  attired  of  what  had  been  fo  elo- 
quently obferved  by  its  right  honourable  njov***  that  very 
great  and  enormous  abufes  had  been  fullered  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  India  affairs 5  and  great  indeed  he  thought 
they  mull  be  to  admit  of  a  mealure,  wbieb  he  would  be 
bold  to  declare  was  an  entire  abrogation  of  all  the  ancient 
charters  and  privileges  by  which  the  Company  hadfaepn  fir 4 

cftabli&cd. 
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eftabli&edy  tod  had  fince  esifted.  All  that  h*  #iflfcd  £*• 
mention  was,  tl\at  as  fuch  a  bill  was  brought  before  their 
eonfidetfatmi,  they  would  cbnfider  it  wkh  that  minute  at* 
tension  and  ferious  mveftigation  which  fuch  a  bill  demand*' 
ed,  before  they  faffered  it  to  paf*  into  a  law.  He  the  more 
particularly  urged  this,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  bill 
had  keen  introduced.  Be  ihonld  have  expe£ted,  that  a  bill 
of  fo  extraordinary  an  exertion  of  a&ftiniftrative  power; 
eoald  neter  hove  been  brought  forward  without  befog  pre* 
ftrifed  with  feafons  that  would,  m  fome  fort,  juftify  (d 
alarming  a  meafutfe.  But  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  in  alP 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman1 
to  fnpport  this  motion,  lie  heard  not  argument*  that  afford- 
ed him  facisiaftkm.  It  was  true  the  bill  was  faid  to  be: 
founded  on  meceiky ;  but  what  was  this  ?  Was  it  hot  ne-- 
cefllty  which  had  always  been  the  plea  of  every  illegal  exer^ 
tioi*  of  power  or  exercife  of  oppreffion  ?  Was  not  neceffity 
ihe  pretence  of  every  ufurpation  ?  Neceffity  was  the  plea* 
for  every  infringement  of  human  freedom.  It  was  the  ar- 
gument of  tyrants:  it  was  the  creed  of  flaves.  He  had 
htfard  no  paftJcttla*  argument  in  favour  of  this  neeffity,  ex* 
eept  that  of  destroying  the  corrupt  influence  which  had 
been  exerted  by  the  Company  and  their  fervants  in  both 
hourfes  of  Pariiametot,  But  furelV  this  was  an  argument! 
agaiuft  the  principle  of  the  bill  j  for  if  government  poflTef- 
fed  themselves  of  this  fonrce  of  ftrihietice  and  corruption, 
it  weald  1*0  longer  be  the  influence  of  a'  Company,-  but  that! 
ef  th«  executive  government.  He  afrked,  was  it  not  the 
principle  and  declared  avowal  of  this  bill,  that  the  whole 
fyftem  of  Iftdta  government  ftiould  be  placed  in  feven  ner- 
forts,  and  thofe  under  the  immediate  appointment  of  no 
other  than  this  Mmiftef  himfelf.  He  appealed  to  the  fenfe 
aisd  candour  of  the  Houfe,  whether  in  faying  this  he  wa$ 
the  leaft  out  of  order.  Could  it  be  otherwise  undefftood, 
or  interpreted,  that  thefe  feven,  who  were  to  have  the  fole 
AireGAdn  0$  that  part  of  India  affairs  which  related  to  the 
political  gcweniwtent,  were  rtot  to  be  appointed  folely  by  the 
Miarfter?  The  Mirtifter  would  then' virtually  be  the  Go- 
vernor 6#  India  :  he  would  have  all  the  power  and  patron- 
age for  tfrhich  this  bill  was  principally  recommended  as 
tending  to  eradicate.  Under  this  We*,  he  again  moft  ear* 
nefidy  recommended,  that  the  bill  might  remain  on  the  table 
£0  long  a*  to  enable  every  member  oi  that  Houfe  to  form 

Ha  an 
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an  adequate  idea  of  the  ncceflity  of  the  meafure,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  principle. 

*  .  The  right  honourable  Secretary,  he  obferyed,  had  hia 
fincere  thanks  and  applaufe  for  the  manner  in  which  he  hadT 
exprefled  hi*  intentions  of  giving  fecurity,  (lability,  and 
permanency  to  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  in  our  terri- 
tories in  India.  He  felt  his  fentiments  with  the  fame 
warmth  of  animation  and  pleafure,  as  was  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  what  always  would  charac- 
terize the  liberality  of  an  Englishman :  but  while  he  paid 
this  deferved  tribute  to  fo  generous  and  liberal  a  fentiment, 
be  hoped  never  to  fee  it  adopted,  if  it  mult  be  attended 
with  the  abfolute  deftru&ion  of  our  rights  and  chara&ers 
at  home.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  was  willing  to 
fecure  to  the  Gentoos  their  natural  rights  $  but  let  him  take 
care  that  he  did  not  deftroy  the  liberties  of  Englifhmen. 
He  mentioned  the  influence  of  jhe  Crown ;  but  had  it  ever 
been  in  its  zenith  equal  to  what  it  would  be,  when  it  (hould 
find  itfelf  ftrengthened  by  the  whole  patronage  of  the  Eaft, 
which  the  right  honourable  Secretary  was  going  to  throw 
into  the  hands  of  the  Crown  ?  For  his  part  he  was  ready  to 
declare,  that  in  his  opinion, the  whole  of  the  right  honour- 
able  Secretary's  fyftem  was  nothing  more  on  one  fide  than 
abfolute  defpotifm,  and  on  the  other  fide  the  moft  grofa 
corruption.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  wifiied 
this  bill  not  to  pafs  without  a  call  of  the  Houfe  ;  for  he  waa 
aflured  that  not  a  member  of  Parliament,  when  he  heard  of 
this  bill,  would  confider  bimfelf  uninterefted  in  its  difcuf- 
fion.  He  thought  it  one  of  the  moft  bold  and  forward  ex- 
ertions of  power  that  was  ever  adopted  by  Minifters. 

Mr.  Arch.       Mr.  Archibald  Macdoncdd  rofe  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  fat  down ; 

MacdowW,  j,ut  tkc  f[oufc  not  wifhing.  to  go  into  a  debate,  which,  as 

no  one  oppofed  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill,  would  come  on 
more  properly  on  the  fecond  reading,  moft  of  the  members 
began  to  move  backward  and  forward,  fo  that  we  could  not 
hear  all  that  fell  from  the  honourable  member  $  but  he  re* 
commended  to  the  moft  ferious  confideration  of  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  of  State,  parts  of  the  bill  of  the  late 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  on  the  fubjed  of  India,   as 
containing  materials  for  the  new  fyftem  of  the  moft  whole-* 
fome  kind. 
Com.  John-      Commodore  Jobnjiotu  paid  many  high  compliments  to 
*ooe.         Mr,  Fox  for  the  fair  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  exprcf* 
fed  the  plan  he  intended  to  lay  down  for  the  future  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  India.  He  then  touched  upon  the  principal  charges' 
againft  Mr,  Haftings,  which  he  briefly  anlwered.  He  did 
not  condemn  that  gentleman  for  not  having  employed  in  hia 
negociations  gentlemen  in  whom  he  had  no  confidence ;  and 
the  principle  of  Major  Scott's  anfwer  to  the  Committee  oil 
that  head  was  juft  ;  it  was  jolt  as  if  the  King,  without  the 
advice  of  his  Minifters,  nay,  contrary  to  it,  ihould  nomi- 
nate an  Ambafiador  to  the  court  of  France,  and  for  bis  Mi- 
nifters to  make  out  his  credentials,  and  correfpond  with  him : 
he  was  fore  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  would  not 
ferve  one  hour  after  fuch  an  indignity.  In  the  affair  of  Be- 
nares he  held  the  Governor  General  not  to  have  been  crimi- 
nal;  for  he  would  contend,  that  in  times  of  war,  and  fo  dan-* 
gemot  a  war  as  was  the  laft,  all  vaflals  and  tributaries  of  the 
Company,  and  of  courfe  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  ought  to  be 
called  upoo  for  extraordinary  fupplies  and  exertions*  The 
cfrcumftance  of  the  bills  that  were  coming  over  for  accep- 
tance, was  no  proof  of  guilt  in  the  Governor  General ;  oa 
the  contrary,  it  was  an  argument  in  his  favour.  Formerly 
the  Company's  fervants  contrived  to  make  remittances  or  in- 
veftments  through  the- medium  of  foreign  companiej.  Mr; 
Haftings/  finding  that  the  Company's  mips  muft  either  re- 
main in  India  unemployed,  or  return  in  ballad,  had  found 
means  of  procuring  cargoes;  be  had  prevailed  upon  thofe 
who  would  have  fent  home  goods  by  other  conveyances,  to 
fend  tbero  in  the  Company's  ihips,  and  take  bills  upon  the 
Qmrt  of  Directors  in  payment.  Thefe  bills  were  at  a  long 
date ;  and  he  was  fare  that  the  holders  of  them  would  very 
readily  hold  them  over,  if  from  the  day  of  their  becoming 
doe  they  (hould  get  fit eper  cent,  intqreft  until  the  bills  ihould 
be  taken  up.  Mr.  Haftings  never  was  the  author  of  the 
Mahratta  war ;  and  as  he  was  not  refponfible  for  the  com- 
mencement of  it,  he  was  entitled  to  the  beft  thanks  of  hit 
country  for  having  maintained  it  with  fo  much  vigour,  and 
concluded  it  with  fo  much  honour  and  advantage  to  the 
Company.  As  to  the  monopolies,  they  were  in  themfdvea 
fuch  trifles,  that  they  were  not  worth  mentioning ;  a  man 
like  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal  fcarcely  can  find  time 
to  think  of  them.  He  could  not  approve  of  the  power  to  be 
given  to  the  Crown ;  he  was  willing  to  admit  that  the  prefent 
government  of  the  country,  as  eftablilhed  by  aft  of  Par- 
liament, was  intricate,  and  attended  with  inconveniences;  *> 
but  he  was  afraid  that  the  controlling  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  would  not  bo  found  of  any  great  ufe.    He  re* 

membered 
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S»emb*r*d  that  the  difpateb,  in  cenfequence  of  which  the 
MahrMta  war  was  undertaken,  WH  fcnt  to  the  Secretary  of 
Skate's  office,  where,  having  remained  for  three  weeks,  if 
not  three  months*  it  was  returned  to  the  India  houfa  with 
this  anfwer  from  Lord  Weymouth-- "  That  the  Dtre&ort 
rouft  be  better  acquainted  with  the  ft  ate  of  the  Mahrattas* 
and  of  their  own  (ettlementS)  than  bis  Majefly's  Mintfters* 
anfd-  coofs<jbently  they  f^uft  be  the  beft  judges  of  the  neccfi- 
ty  or  expediency  of  the  war."  He  feir  no  reafoft  from  the 
debt  due  by  the  Company  to  the  public,  that  the  latter* 
fhcrukl,  fy&A  the  Company  of  its  cbarterbd  rights ;  their 
dei?t  was  by  bo  means  as  ftated  by  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary. So,  far  from  bring;  bankrupt,,  they  had  tot  d  vdry 
,  uiflrng  (Mortgage  .on  a  tery  fine  tfftate,  which  woeld  fbo» 
pay  it  off.  ,  ^  he.  Rdfcitta  war,  he  faid,  was  the  war  of*  the) 
Drneftors,  and  not*  of  Mr*  Haftttigs  ;  and  this  he  would 
prove  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  But  bad  he  evei*  toea*  the 
author  of  ity  it  would  be  a  carious  cireunrftauce  indeed  to 
aifigft.  that  as  a  ground  for  his  recall,  after  he  had,  fince  the 
commencement  of  that  wary  been  twice  named  by  thai 
Hoefe,  mv  two  fuceeffive  afts  of  Parliament,  Governor  Go* 
neraj.  of  Bengal*  As  tt>  the  bill  moved  for  by  the  right  h** 
nourabte  Secretary*  he  would  not  oppofe  k  j  he  liked  the 
vigour,  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  —We  wanted  hold 
meafiiFet  ;,  but  at  the  feme  time  he  declared,  that  if  any  one 
Ihould,*  iiva  proper  ftagc  of  tht  bufioefsy  move  that  no  one 
ihould  bo  a  member  of  the  New  Board  who*  had  fa*  id 
either  the  Secret  or  Seleft  Committee,  he  would  fecosd 
the  motion* 
Mc  Fox.  Mr.  Fax-  adositted  that  Me.  HaAmg*  was  not  the  aothov 
of  the  Mahratt*  war>  which  originated  in  Bombay.  H* 
once  more  begged  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  the  cbara&er 
of  Mr.  Hacking*  was  not  idvorvedin  the  eorrfidtoraftiott' of  the 
hUk 
Mr.  Samuel  Mr*  Samuel  Smith ,  jun.  fpoke  again  ft  the  arbitrary  prin- 
bmith.  G  j^  m&  tendency  of  the  bill.  He  attb<  in  (fenced  that  the 
arguments,  of  its.  neceffity  being  urged  from  the  enquiries*  and 
seibluiions  of  the  Secret  and  Sefcft  Committees,  were  not 
Utisfo&ory  to  him  J  for  he  ihould  never  hear  the  latter  men- 
tioned without  ic*  recalling,  to*  hi*  memory  what  he  had  heard 
declared  in  a  farmer  debate  by  the  honourable  Governor 
near  him  (Gpver-nor  Johnftone).  He  heard  that  a  relatioit 
of  bis-,  who  wasa  member-  of  the  Committee,  had  refigned 
all- concern  with  the  bttfmefs*  for  he.  found  their  proceed* 
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jags  were  fit  arbitrary  and  pfejodiced,  that  lie  cocW  no 
longer  continue  a  member  of  iuok  an- enquiry.  Re  con- 
cluded by  faying,  f  bat  the  prefect  motion  was  a  cenUntfkig 
ptoof,  that,  excepting  ibmc  few,  whom be bad  cbehotour 
of  feeing  in  thcar  planes,  who  preferred  themfelfes  indtf- 
pemkaft,  unplaced,  andr  anpeofioned,  let,  who  will  be  mU 
sifter,  that  we  bad  loft  all  public  principle  and  public  virtue. 
•  The  qocftion  was  then  called;  and  going  to  be  read,  when 
Mr.  Soceetary  Fax  jmfe  to -give  ootiae,  that  he  n*ea*t  46  pro-  Mr.  Fos. 
pafe  «rrt  Thurflby  fejenriimt  for  tbe  feeond  reading. 

The  Ifcight  HonooraUblflT.  Pa*  faith,  that  nplefr  a  proper  R?sht  Hon. 
timewaa  allowed  ibr  a  caH  of  the  H*nic  for  the  proper  di£  w-  Wtt. 
cation  wf  tbe  bill,  be  Afoiiid  certainly  appofe  it  tippn  the 
feooai  reading;  ho, therefore  wjfbcd  to  knew  if  the  rirfit 
honourable  Secretary  would  defer  it  fpr  a  few  days  longer. 

Mr*  Secretary  ft*  faid,  that  be  cooU  >  n*t  atieht  to  the  Mr.  Fo* 
bill  being,  deferred  any  longer  than  the  tifi*;  be  b*d  pro- 
poind,  Uh  that  be  bad  not  the  leaft  cbjedidn  to  the  call 
beipgmadc. 

Tbe  motions  wwc  tbearcqd  and  carrkdmiw!.  eon. 

Mr.  Secretory  Foa, ;  Lord  North,  Ltocb^ohn  Cavendtfti, 
and  Mr.  Erfkine,  were  ordered  to  prcpateMd  bring  in  the 
Suae.  '  *> 

Tbe  Rigbt  Honourable  W.  Pitt  then 'mndchit  motion  for 
the  call  of  tbe  Houfc  to  be  for  to«morroiMbrtnight, 

Tbe  motion  w*a  wad  and  agreed  to.  ' 

November  19. 

'  Lord  John  Cuvendj/k  gaye  notice,  that  he  would  move  the  Lord  J  h« 
next  day  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  t/s  explain  and  amend  c*VCQdlfll- 
the  ait  paQbd  laft  (billon  Tor  impeding  a  tax  00  receipts* 
Gentlemen  rouil  haye  feen  tbe  Jaw  opuiioju ,  that  bad  been 
handed  about  during  the  fujjuner  on  certain  points  in  that 
aft.  Io  anfwer  to  theft  opinions  he  would  fay,  that  tbe 
Lotde  of  tbe  Treafury  had  xonfulted  the  late  and  prefent 
Attorney  General*  on  the  fubjeft,  and  they  had  given  opi* 
nioos  diametrically  oppofite  to  thpfe  to  which  he  alluded. 
However,  as  k  was  not  proper  that  there  iho\i\d  be  jUtoubt 
on  tbe  queftion,  or  that  gentlemen  flioujd  -be  expofed  to 
penalties,  where  no  evajjon  of  (he  aft  was  intended,  he  had 
upon  this  ground,  and  this  ground  only,  judged  it  expedient 
to  have  that  aft  explained. 

The 
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The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
to  confider  of  the  efthnates  of  the  navy  for  the  enfuing  year. 
Mr.  Ord  having  taken  the  chair  of  the  Committee, 
AJmfnl  Admiral  Pigot  rofe  Co  move  for  the  complement  of  feamea 
"■*■  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1784.  He  faid,  that 
the  great  force  at  prefent  in  India  would  make  it  neceffary  to 
move  for  a  greater  number  than  he  othcrwife  (hould  have 
called  for :  if  the  force  that  it  waaat  prefent  thought  advis- 
able to  keep  in  that  part  of  the<worty  (hould  at  a  ftiture 
period  Jbe  found  more  than  fofficient,  a  redu&ion  would  of 
v  courfe  take  place,  and  the  eftablUhmeat  would  be  cafed. 
For  this  year  the  redudion  c6uld  not  be  as  fpeedy  as  might 
be  expe&ed,  as  the  (hips  ordered  home  could  not  .arrive  as 
loon  as  from  left  diflant  parts  of.  the  world :  thofe  already 
under  orders  to  return,  could  not  arrive  before  Match  or 
April ;  at  whickitime  he  cxpe&ed  fire  ihips  of  the  line  and 
two  large  frigiftts,  which  would  then  be  paid  off:  their  full 
complement  ofimen  would  amount  to  more  than  2200 ;  but  a* 
he  had  reafon  to  believe  they  were  far  from  being  complete,  he 
rated  them  at  natnore  than  1455  men;  and  thefe  being  dis- 
charged, the  vote  of  next  year  would  be  lefs  than  that  for 
the  prefent  by  femany* 

The  number  of  (hips  for  Channel  fervice  this  year  was 
nearly  the  fame/ as  during  the  peace,  as  they  amounted  to 
fifty-four,  whomofc twenty  are  (loops,  twenty-feven  cutters, 
the  other  fix  large  frigates,  carrying  in  all  4475*  In  thefe 
there  were  three  more  than  in  the  laft  peace  eftablifhment ; 
and  they  were  deftined  to  cruize  in  the  Mediterranean,  where 
it  was  now  more  neceffary  than  formerly  to  ftation  frigates, 
as  Minorca  was  no  longer  in  our  hands  to  afford  fhelter  to  Our 
trade,  and  as  the  Mediterranean  iwarmed  with  Corfairsu 
The  daring  conduft  of  the  fmugglers  had  made  it  neceffary, 
that  flout  frigates  (hould  be  kept  conftantly  cruizing,  as  he 
underftood  that  feveral  Smuggling  vcffels  carried  a  confidera- 
bte  number  of  guns,  and  had  on  fome  occafions  had  the  au- 
dacity to  come  to  aftion  with  his  Majefty's  (hips.  The 
numbers  of  feamen  on  board  the  guardflups  were  greater 
than  during  the  laft  peace ;  but  as  gentlemen  muft  recollect 
the  very  great  difficulty  that  occurred  in  finding  fatlors  to 
man  the  lying's  (hips  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  they 
would  not  think  that  an  unneceffary  expence,  by  which  they 
(hc^uld  have  a  fupply  ready  at  a  moment  to  man  a  fquadron, 
if  any  fudden  attack  or  infult  (hould  render  fuch  a  meafure 
neceffary.  He  altip  enumerated  the  (hips  that  were  to  be  in 
a  thc 
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the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  number  of  men  that  they  would 
employ.  He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  26,000  men  be  employed  for  the 
fea  fervice,  for  the  year  1784,  including  4495  marines.* 

Mr  Hufpy  laid,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Admi-  m*.  fi0% 
ralty,  by  distributing  the  4475  men  on  board  of  fmall  floops 
and  cutters^  would  defeat  the*  very  purpofe  for  which  fucH 
a  number  of  men  were  to  be  employed  ;  for  as  many  6i  the 
fmuggling  veffcls  carried  from  twenty  to  thirty  guns,  hone 
of  the  King's  cutters  could  venture  to  attack  them.     He  him- 
felf  knew  that  a  fmuggling  vefiel  of  28  guns  had  frequently 
appeared  off  Hainpfliire,  near  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  and  that  (he 
ufed  regalarly  to  nre  a  gun  as  a  fignal  for  the  imall  craft  to  go 
to  her,  and  carry  her  lading  afhorc :  a  cutter  was  not  able  to 
contend  with  a  veffcl  of  fuch  fuperior  force  ;  the  goods  were 
therefore  landed  in  fafety,  and  he  knew  that  1000  horfes  led 
by  ftnugglers  had  occafionally  appeared,  and  received  them 
from  the  frnalL  boats,  and  carried  them  off.    He  fpokc  this 
from  no  deiire  of  oppofition,  but  to  throw  out  the  hint  to 
government  fcr  the  benefit  of  the  country  ;  there  were  al- 
ways means  to  conceal  fmuggled  goods  on  (bore  ;  and  there- 
fore the  moll  effeftual  method  for  fupprefling  fmuggling, 
would  be  by  making  the  water  carriage  almoft  impoffible,  at 
leaft  as  difficult  as  poffible. 

Admiral  Pigot  replied,  that  if  the  4475  men  Were  id  be  Admiral 
diftributed  on  board  large  frigates,  they  would  be  completely  PiBou 
unferviceable  for  the  purpofes  of  checking  the  pra&ice  of 
fmuggling,  for  large  frigates  could  not  follow  fmall  craft 
into Ihoal  water  :  and  moreover,  here  was  a  law  which  pre- 
vented the  feizure  of  any  veifel,  except  within  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  land ;  a  diftance  within  which,  large 
frigates  cauld  be  of  little  or  no  fervice  againft  fmall  crafr. 

Mr.  RqIU  faid,  he  knew  that  there  were  two  fmuggling  Mr.  Rollef* 
vcffels,  one  carrying  twenty-eight  guns,  the  other  twenty- 
fix,  which  generally  lay  about  Lundy  ifland  and  fetting  go- 
vernment at  defiance,  difcharged  their  cargoes  into  fmall 
vcffels,  and  prote&ed  them  while  they  were  landing  them 
along  the  coaft.  This  they  did  openly  by  failing  up  Briftol 
Channel. 

Mr.  Brttt  faid,  there  was  but  one  way,  which  to  hifn  ap-  Mr.  tniu 
peared  much  more  effedual  than  an  armed  force  towards 
hppreffing  fmuggling ;  and  it  was  to  weaken  the  force  of 
faugglers,-  -by  feizing  every  veffel  of  fo  large  a  force  as 
twenty-eight  guns,  that  left  a  port  without  a  clearance ;  and 
Vol.  XII.  I  k* 
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he  did  not  fee  arty  reafon  why  they  might  not  be  treated  as 
pirates.  I 
Lord  John  Lord  John  Cdvendijk  applauded  the  8ifpbfition  of  gen- 
Cavendifli.  tlemefl  which  prompted  them  to  throw  out  falutary  hintt 
to  government  for  fuppreffing  the  practice  of  fmug- 
gling;  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  fefioufly  to  the  bufinefs ; 
and  the  more  he  confidered  it,  the  more  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  require  much  information,  and  great  exertions 
of  abilities,  to  devife  means  by  which  the  defired  fuccefi 
might  be  attained.  He  therefore  intended  to  move  on  Thurf- 
day  Vhat  the  Houfe  would  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  enquire . 
irrto  the  illicit  trade  now  carried  on  in  this  kingdom,  and  to 
deliberate  on  the  means  to  put  a  flop  to  it;  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Committee  ought  to  conlift  chiefly  of  commer- 
cial men,  who  from  their  own  knowledge,  and  the  informa- 
tion they  fhould  be  empowered  to  collefr,  might  be  able  to 
crufh  a  praftice  which  had  fo  materially  injured  the  revenue. 
The  Houfe  appeared  greatly  pleated  with  the  idea. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  Admiral  Pigot's  motion, 
and  caried  without  oppolition.  The  Admiral  then  moved, 
"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  fum  not 
exceeding  four  pounds  per  man,  per  month  be  allowed  for 
maintaining  the  faid  26,000  men  for  thirteen  months." 
Which  was  alfo  agreed  to.  The  Houfe  adjourned  at  half 
after  four  o'clock, 

Uiv%  ao. 

Mr.  Ord  made  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
of  the  vote  of  feamen  tor  the  current  yearj  When, 

Mr.  Jcnhnfon  faid,  that  he  thought  it  too  high  an  efta- 
Wilhment  for  a  time  of  peace;  he  was  aware,  that  there  were 
various  circumftances  that '  rendered  it  neceffary  to  vote  a 
larger  number  of  feamen  for  thefervice  of  1784,  than  might 
actually  be  employed  during  the  whole  year,  and  that  the 
mere  vote  of  feamen  did  not  neccffarily  govern  the  whole 
of  the  naval  expenditure  for  what  was  generally  termed  the 
peace  eftablifjiment ;  he  only  thought  it  right  to  exprefs, 
that  ad  foon  as  conveniently  could  be,  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
know,  what  was  the  fpecific  expence  to  which  we  were  to  be 
pat.  The  iituation  of  the  country,  he  remarked,  demanded 
the  utmoft  attention  to  oeconomy,  and  he  faid,  he  remem- 
bered in  former  times,  15,000  feamen  was  the  number  fet- 
tled and  determined,  by  fome  of  the  greateft  men,  and 
wifeft  politicians,  that  ever  governed  the  kingdom,  as  fully 
adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  a  peace  cftablijhment. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Secretary  Fox  faid,  that  the  peace  cfrabliffrmcnt  Mr.  Fox.  , 
woold  act  be  fo  great  as  the  prefent  vote;  it  would,  indeed, 
be  greatly  lefs  :  but  at  the  end  of  a  war  fo  extenfive,  we  * 
muft  not  be  too  hafty  in  forming  an  eftablifhment.  The 
peace  with  the  United  States  of  Holland  was  not  yet  defini- 
tively concluded  ;  not,  to  fay  the  truth,  that  he  confidered 
that  circumftance  as  of  much,  or,  indeed,  of  any  confe- 
quence  in  the  view  of  making  the  peace  firmer  than  it  al- 
ready was  :  but  time  muft  certainly  be  allowed  for  Govern- 
ment to  get  matters  to  rights,  to  look  round  them,  to  fee  the 
(late  in  which  other  powers,  fat  down,  and  to  adjuft  and  re* 
gulate  fuch  eftablifhments,  as  fhould,  from  a  fair  confide ra* 
tion  of  every  matter  neceflary  to  be  taken  into  confederation* 
appear  to  be  good  policy  to  a  jppt.  In  the  mean  time  he  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  for  fo 
well  difcharcing  his  duty  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  as  to 
remind  the  Houfe,  when  they  wefc  coming  to  a  vote  of  fornc 
coft,  of  the  swecgity  of  adhering  to  oeconomy.  The  fpirit 
of  oeconomy  ought  always  to  be  in  their  contemplation  ;  and 
as  the  navy  fervlce  was  very  naturally  the  favourite  fervico 
of  every  Englifhman,  it  was  particularly  right  to  fuggeft  the 
hint,  while  that  fervice  was  providing  for,  left  their  favour 
and  partiality  fhould  hurry  them  beyond  the  proper  bounds 
of  true  and  neceflary  oeconomy.  It  was  certainly. incum- 
bent upon  Government  to  be  extremely  prudent  and  fparing 
in  their  general  conduit  ;  nor  was  it  enough  to  be  oeconcn 
mical  in  large  considerations  only,  oeconomy  muft  pervade 
every  individual  department,  or  it  could  never  be  rendered 
materially  advantageous.  Thefe  were  his  fentiments,  and  to 
reduce  fuch  fenftments  to  practice,  fhould  ever  be  his  ftudy 
and  endeavour. 

The  refactions  ivere  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Lord  John,  Cavertdi/b,  in  confequence  of  the  notice  given  Lord  John 
by  him  the  day  before,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Cifendifh. 
explain  and  amend  the  receipt  tax.  Doubts,  he  faid,  had 
arifen,  whether  any  penalty  was  incurred  under  the  aft  in 
its  prefent  form,  by  thofe  who  had  figned  receipts  upon  un- 
it am  ped  paper  ;  which  doubts,  he  faid,  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  changed  into  a  confident  idea,  that  perfons  fo  adting, 
were  not  liable  to  the  penalty,  by  the  opinion  of  certain  gen- 
tleman of  the  law,  of  great  weight  and  refpeft ability  in 
their  profeffion,  having  been  published  in  all  the  newfpapers, 
and  circulated  iaduftriouily  throughout  the  kingdom*    The 
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tax  fct  off  extremely  well,  and,  before  the  opinions  alluded 
to  were  promulgated,  appeared  likely  to  prove  as  producYivC 
as  its  moft  fanguine  advocates  had  expefted  ;  but  upon  the 
publifhing  of  thefe  opinions,  it  fell  off  immediately.  The 
Stamp  Office,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  had  laid  the  cafe  before  the 
late  Mr.  Wallace,  and  his  Majefty*s  prefent  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, both  of  whom  had  given  opinions  diametrically  oppo- 
fitc  to  thole  of  the  other  learned  gentlemen.  As,  however, 
it  would  be  extremely  harfh  to  profecute  or  to  mulft  perfons 
who  had  inadvertently  offended  againft  the  aft  under  fuch 
circumftances,  he  trufted,  that  let  gentlemen  differ  as  much 
as  they  might  about  the  policy  of  the  tax  itfelf,  every  body 
would  be  of  opinion,  that  a  bill  ought  to  be  brought  in  tq 
indemnify  thofe  who  had  given  receipts  without  a  ftamp ; 
and  fo  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  aft,  as  to  prevent  fuch 
an  evaiion  of  it  for  the  future  :  he  therefore  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir  Jofipb  Mawbey  exprefled  a  wifli,  that  the  aft  alluded 
to  might  not  be  amended,  but  completely  repealed,  for  it 
impeded  an  odious  and  oppreffive  tax ;  it  was  burthenfome  to 
trade,  and  could  never  be  completely  collected  ;  the  repeal 
of  it  would  therefore  be  agreeable  tq  the  public  :  and  the  re-* 
venue,  upon  the  whole,  would  not  fuffer  by  it,  as  fuch  im- 
provements might  be  made  by  checking  the  illicit  trade  that 
was  carried  on  to  an  immenfe  extent,  as  would  not  only  keep 
up  the  revenue  to  it?  prefent  amount,  but  even  greatly  in- 
creafe  it. 

Sir  Edward  JJiley  faid,  when  taxes  were  once  laid,  he  al- 
ways wifhed  them  to  prove  efficacious,  that  they  might  not 
be  troubled  with  others,  to  provide  for  their  deficiency ; 
that  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  really  believed  the  tax  was  found 
fault  with  more  for  its  being  fo  troublefome,  than  on  account 
of  its  being  found  oppreffive  ;  that,  in  faft,  fo  far  from  its 
proving  efficacious,  it  had  not  been  heard  of  in  the  country, 
no  perfon  taking  or  aiking  for  a  ftamped  receipt*  From 
thefe  remarks,  Sir  Edward  went  into  a  feries  of  obfervations 
on  the  increafe  of  fmuggling,  and  the  neceffity  of  putting  an, 
end  to  fuch  illicit  practices. 

Sir  Cecil  fVray  was  of  opinion,  that  Government  were  only 
{fitting  up  a  pretence,  in  order,  under  the  colour  of  amend- 
ment, to  extend  the  tax  ;  this  he  thought  pitiful,  and  there- 
fore he  would  oppofe  it.  The  prefent  attempt  was  a  grofs 
fallacy  and  deception.  He  faid,  all  the  world  was  at  reft 
upon  the  fubjeft ;  that  thofe  who  had  taken  unffamped  re- 
ceipt^ 
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ceipts  dreaded  no  penalty*  nor  wifhed  for  any  indemnified 
tion ;  that  every  aft  ought  to  operate  as  the  face  of  it  war* 
ranted,  and  not  .to  have  new  meanings,  and  conftruftions 
never  before  thought  of,  put  upon  it  by  a  bill  fubfequently 
brought  in  ;  that  it  .was  evident,  from  the  opinions  of  ths 
great  add  eminent  lawyers  alluded  to,  the  face  of  the  bill 
did  not  warrant  the  infliftion  of  any  penalty  ;  and  that  the 
language  of  laft  year  was,  that  no  perfon  was  obliged  to  pay 
the  tax,  and  that  it  was  a  luxury  and  a  matter  of  choice 
whether  they  would  have  a  receipt  or  not.  Such  having  been 
the  declared  opinion  of  Minifters  then,  they  ought  to  abide 
by  it ;  much  lefs  ought  they,  under  a  pretence,  of  a  ncceffi- 
ty,  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity,  which  not  only  implied, 
that  the  aft  of  laft  year  bore  a  different  meaning  from  that 
which  had  been  given  it  in  the  Houfe  by  thofe  who  fupport-  . 
ed  it,  but  changed  the  operation  of  the  tax  entirely,  and 
made  tha£  penal  for  the  future,  which  had  not  been  penal  hi- 
therto. 

Lord  John  Cavendijh  declared  his  meaning  was  not  to  Lord  John 
extend  the  tax ;  his  objeft  was  only  to  prevent  the  eva-  c»vendiA* 
fion  of  it,  by  making  men  fee  that  by  attempting  to  evade, 
they  muft  make  themfelves  liable  to  penalties.  The  old 
method  of  crofling  accounts  out  of  the  book,  would  be 
as  valid  as  ever,  but*  that  he  meant  to  make  all  receipts 
given  on  paper,  without  a  ftamp,  liable  to  a  penalty.  This 
had  been  generally  underftood,  and  as  he  had  before  faid, 
the  tax  fet  off  well,  and  did  not  begin  to  fail,  till  the  opi- 
nions of  the  lawyers  were  publifhed  by  Alderman  Picket  in 
the  new/papers.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  any  man  had 
pot  a  right  to  employ  his  talents  how  he  pleafcd :  God  forbid, 
men  fhould  be  prevented  from  writing  what  they  chofe, 
which  the  law$  did  not  gainfay,  but  he  was  convinced,  that 
the  tax  failed,  not  becaufe  it  was  oppreffive,  but  becaufe 
fuch  a  general  clamqur  was  raifed  againft  it.  Men  railed 
againft  it,  they  knew  not  why.  It  was  not  from  their  own 
feelings  that  they  argued,,  but  from  what  they  had  heard 
from  others.  Some  people  took  pleafure  in  Spreading  an 
alarm ;  if  a  whimiical  idea  hit  their  fancy,  they  delighted 
in  building  fpeculatjons  upon  it,  and  thus  looking  at  one  ob- 
jed  only,  they  gazed  till  they  were  frightened,  and  then 
made  it  their  buunefs  to  frighten  others,  by  communicating 
the  terrors  they  themfelves  occafioned,  by  not  taking  the  ?f- 
fe&s  produced  by  other  objefts  into  their  confideration. 
Jhis  country  was,  as  Lord  John,  faid,  far  from  being  in  a 

def- 
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defperate  condition.  XVe  laboured  under  heavy  burdens,  it 
was  true,  and  had  much  to  ftruggle  with.  But  when  it  was 
confidered  how  little  effeft  the  bad  harveft  of  1782  had  upon 
Our  agriculture  and  our  manufactures*  add  vthat  ftate  our 
Commerce  was  in,  flotwithftanding  all  Our  -difficulties,  it 
tnuft  be  owned,  that  we  were  ftrong  ift  Tefources  y*t,  that 
our  /lamina  were  gfcod,  and  that  we  hid  orfly  to  aft  with 
firmnefs,  to  look  our  fituation  in- the  face,  arid  determine 
to  bear  it*  manfully.  Lord  John  faid  farther,  that  he  meant 
in  the  bill  which  he  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in,  to  in* 
troduce  a  claufe,  obliging' the  perfon  who  ifris  to  have  a  re-* 
ceipfc  for  what  he  paid,  to  pay  the  price  Of  the  ftamp,  and 
making  every  perfon  who-fhouki  fign  a  receipt  on  unftamped 
paper,  liable  to  a  penalty  of  five  pounds.  .  :     ' 

JXMahoo.  Lord  Mabon  defired  the  Houfc  would  recolleft,  that  when 
the  tax  itfelf  was  propofed  in  the  laft  feffion,  gentlemen,  in 
order  to  make  it  palatable,  called  a  receipt  a  luxury,  becaufe 
no  one  was  compelled  to  take  a  receipt :  but  now  the  law 
was  going  to  be  altered,  and  men  were  to  be  forced  to  take 
receipts;  this  was  a  ftrange  kind  of  luxury,  that  a  man 
could  not  enjoy  the  luxuTy  of  paying  his  debts,  (to  which 
by  the  bye  fo  many  were  ftrangers)  without  being  liable  to 
pay  for  a  receipt. 

Mr. For.  Mr.  Secretary  Fbx  begged  to  fet  the  noble  Lord  right* 
the  noble  Lord's  bill  would  by  no  means  impofe  a  neceffity 
of  taking  a  receipt ;  for  though  the  bill  fbould  pafs,  «ftill 
there  would  be  no  more  ncceflity  for  taking  a  receipt  than 
iiow  :  it  only  went  to  declare,  that  if  a  man  fhould  think 
proper  to  take  a  receipt  at  all,  it  muft  be  on  ftamped  paper. 
Some  of  the  firft  authorities  in  the  law  were  of  opirtion,: 
that  this  was  already  the  cafe ;  but  others  differed  in  opi- 
nion ;  it  was  therefore  intended  to  remove  the  doubt,  by 
explaining  an  obfeure  claufe  in  the  prefent  aft.  His  ho- 
nourable colleague  had  fakl,  all  the  world  were  at  reft  upon 
the  queftion,  and  no  indemnity  was  defired.  But  why  was 
all  the  world  at  reft  ?  On  account  of  the  moderation  of  Go- 
Ternmcnt,  on  account  of  a  fpirit  that  ever  had,  and  he 
truftcd  ever  would  diftinguifh  the  prefent  adminiftration. 
The  penalty  had  evidently  been  incurred,  bat  clearly 
under  mi  (conception  of  the  aft;  what  then  remained  for 
his  noble  friend  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  to  do? 
Either  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  things— —to  profe- 
cute  for  the  penalties,  or  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity 
for  what  was  paft.  It  was  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would 
choofe  the  latter,  and  therefore  he  had  moved  for  leave  to 

bruijj 
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bring  in  a  new  bill,  bnt  in  making  that  bill  explain,  what 
had  been  the  intention  of  the  former  *&,  there  was  nothing 
like  a  fallacy  or  a  pretence. 

Sir  Cecil  fVray  (aid,  now  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Chan«  Sir  Cecil 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  in  his  fccbnd  fpeech  ftated  what  w"7- 
the  bill  was,  there  certainly  was  no  fallacy  ;  but  to  call  it  a 
bill  of  indemnity,  and  to  make  it  enaft  a  penalty  fof  the 
future,  without  avowing  it,  Would  have  been  a  pretence. 

Mr.  Alderman  NcwTibam  arraigned  the  policy  of  the  tax  Mr  AM. 
itfelf ;  it  was  burdenlbme,  vexatious,  and  opprcflivc ;  a  more  Ncw»ha»* 
unpopular  tax  had  never  been  impofed  ;  and  when  it  fhould 
come  to  be  thoroughly  known  in  the  nation,  he  had  not  * 
doubt  but  complaints  againft  it  to  that  Houie  would  arrive 
from  every  quarter.  The  people  knew  that  taxes  were  ne- 
ceffary  ;  they  trad  no  objeftion  therefore  to  be  taxed  ;  it  was 
only  of  this  particular  tax  that  they  complained ;  and  he 
knew  it  to  be  fo  objeftipnable,  that  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
tnove  for  a  repeal  of  it  the  firft  convenient  opportunity  after 
the  holidays.  His  condiments  had  inftrufted  him  to  move 
for  its  repeal ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  were  aware  that 
the  amount  of  the  tax  muft  be  made  good,  and  inftrufted 
hinl  to  fay,  that  they  were  willing  to  make  it  good,  fubruit- 
ting  it  to  Minifters  upon  what  to  lay  the  impofition,  and 
only  deli  ring  not  to  be  obliged  to  pay  it  upon  receipts.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  (aid,  as  the  tax  undoubtedly  had  been  hi- 
therto greatly  evaded,  he  thought  it  right  to  let  the  bill  now 
moved  be  brought  in  and  paficd,  in  order  that  Minifters 
might  render  the  tax  as  complete  as  poffible ;  the  public  would 
then  know  the  whole  extent  of  the  burden  5  and,  after  the 
holidays,  upon  a'motion  to  repeal  the  tax,  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  might  be  fairly  taken  upon  the  whole  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Aden  thought  the  noble  Lord  afted  very  properly  in  Mi.  Aries* 
bringing  in  the  bill ;  for,  certainly,  if  any  penalty  was  in- 
tended to  have  been  vnfli&eJ  by  the  aft  as  it  now  Hands,  it 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  fo  worded  as  to  carry  its  own  pur- 
pofes  into  effeft.  The  claufe  under  which  the  penalty  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  be  incurred,  was  a  reference  to  a  former  ftamp 
aft  ;  but  in  faying  that  certain  provifions  in  former  afts  were 
to  be  adopted  in  this,  there  was  not  a  word  about  penalties; 
that  word  was  not  expreffed  :  it  might  be  afked  if  penalties 
were  to  be  incurred  under  the  prefent  aft  ;  what  were  thole 
penalties?  Such,  no  doubt,'  as  the  ftatutes,  to  which  the 
prefent  referred,  had  enafted :  how  foinc  of  them  invalida- 
ted 
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ted  the  inftrument  which  ihould  be  drawn  on  unftamped  pa- 
per; others  added  a  penalty  ;  and  all  made  it  death  to  forgo 
the  ftamp  ;  and  therefore  if  any  penalty  at  all  could  be  in- 
curred under  the  prefent  aft,  every  penalty  could ;  and  con- 
fequently  a  man  could  be  hanged  for  forging  the  ftamp  ufed 
in  receipts ;  but  as  the  word  penalty  was  not  once  mentioned 
in  the  fweeping  claufe,  which  adopted  the  regulations  con- 
tained in  former  ftamp  ads,  would  any  lawyer  fay  that  the 
penalty  of  death  might  he  incurred  under  it i  Not  one  ;  and 
he  was  fure,  that  if  this  could  not,  no  other  penalty  could  : 
it  was  a  maxim  in  law,  not  to  conftrue  ftatutes  .beyond  the 
plain  import  of  the  words ;  but  penal  ftatutes,  above  all 
others,  were  to  be  conftrued  moft  favourably  to  the  accufed« 
A  claufe,  adopting  all  former  regulations  in  former  ftatutes, 
was  rather  a  novelty  ;  it  occurred,  he  believed,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  the  30th  of  George  II.  and  had,  he  believed,  been 
repeated  in  the  7th  of  the  prefent  reign  ;  but  furely  it  were 
more  proper,  and  more  juft,  that  claufes,  particularly  in  pe- 
aal  matters,  fhould  be  worded  in  clear  and  exprefs  terms. 
He  confeffed,  that  when  confulted  fome  time  ago  on  this  aft, 
the  fweeping  claufe  in  queftion  had  not  been  particularly  un- 
der his  confederation,  as  he  did  not  underftand  that  he  was 
confulted  upon  the  point  whether  penalties  might  be  incurred 
under  it.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  concurred  with 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  re- 
move all  doubts  ;  and  if  he  fhould  find  it  unexceptionable 
in  its  parts,  he  would  not  oppofc.  it.  He  hinted  at  the  doubts 
of  government  itfelf  upon  the  legality  of  taking  a  receipt 
without  a  ftamp,  and  afked  if  certain  licences  had  not  been 
granted  to  certain  perfons  to  receive  money  on  government 
account  without  a  ftamp  to  each  receipt ? 

C^fifA1       Lord  John  Cavendljh  faid,  he  had  underftood  a  propofal 
*  had  been  made  to  give  fecurity  to  the  Stamp  Office,  that 
when  fome  books  of  receipts  were  full,  they  mould  be  fent 
to  the  office,  and  the  whole  duty  paid  at  once. 

Mr,  Shwi-  Mr#  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  laft  fpeakcr  but  two,  had 
faid  that  the  receipt-tax  was  oppreflive  and  unpopular,  and 
that  when  it  fhould  be  known,  complaints  would  pour  in 
againft  it  from  every  quarter :  it  was  a  little  lingular  that  a 
tax  fhould  be  oppreflive,  which  was  not  felt;  and  that  it 
ihould  be  unpopular  when  it  was  not  known-  In  the  coun- 
try, an  honourable  Baronet  had  faid,  it  had  been  hardly 
heard  of,  and  in  the  town  it  had  been,  fince  the  publicatioa 
of  certain  authorities,  pretty  generally  evaded.    As  to  the 
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penalty  of  figniog  a  receipt  on  unftamped  paper,  he  remem- 
bered well  to  have  ftated  in  the  Committee,  when  the  mat-  ; 
ter  was  under  confederation,  that  it  was  intended  that  fuch 
an  ad  fhould  be  made  penal;  and  he  wifhed  that  whenever 
the  learned  member  who  fpoke  laft,  fhould  be  called  upon 
again,  along  with  other  gentlemen  of  the  law,  (Oliver  Quid 
and  others)  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  ftatute  on  which  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  confiderable  branch  of  the  revenue  depended,  he 
would  give  lefs  way  to  vivacity,  and  read  all  the  claufes  be* 
fore  he  let  bis  opinion  get  abroad  into  the  world,  where 
fuch  an  opinion  as  his  could  not  fail  to  carry  great  weight. 

Mr.  Arden  took  fire  at  this,  and  replied  warmly,  that  he  Mr.  Ard«a« 
thought  the  calm  and  cool  manner  in  which  he  had  de- 
livered his  Sentiments,  demanded  a  different  reply  than  that 
given.  But  iince  the  honourable  gentleman  preferred  ano- 
ther language,  he  fhould  meet  him  with  fimilar  replication. 
He  retorted  on  Mr.  Sheridan  with  fome  acrimony,  and  de- 
nied that  the  opinion  of  the  late  and  prefent  Attorney  Gene- 
ral was  founded  either  in  law  or  fa£t.  He  then,  in  a  high 
tone  of  voice,  replied,  and  defended  his  former  argument. 

Mr.  Sbtridan  got  up  &  fecond  time,  and  faid,  he  fhould  Mr. *«** 
not  adopt  the  warmth  of  the  honourable  member ;  becaufc  *** 
he  found  by  the  experience  of  its  having  not  the  lead  effeft, 
when  ufed  by  another,  it  might  probably  be  of  as  little  Ser- 
vice if  he  took  it  as  his  mode  of  defence.  But  again  he  re- 
probated the  fending  forth  an  opinion,,  calculated  to  affeft 
the  revenue,  without  the  decency  of  reading  the  aft  on 
which  it  was  to  be  founded. 

Mr.  Kenyan  contended  for  the  juftice  of  the  public  opU  Mr.  Ktoy* 
nion  he  gave ;  but  as  to  the  intention  of  decreafing  the  reve-  on* 
nne  by  its  appearance  in  print,  he'  denied  the  truth  of  fuch 
an  infinuation.     He  then  ftated  the  grounds  upon  which  ho 
had  proceeded  to  give  his  opinion  in  the  cafe  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  him,  and  faid,  he  was  not  confeious  that  he 
had  deferved  the  reprehenfion  the  honourable  gentleman  hacj    . 
been  pleafed  to  beftow  on  him,  and  that  in  language  which 
was  not  calculated  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  men  but  that 
by  potting  the  opinion  of  profeflional  men     and  that  of 
Oliver  Quid    upon    the    fame  footing,     the    honourable 
gentleman  had  lowered  himfelf,  and  not  them.  With  regard 
to  fending  to  the  newfpapers,  he  had  no  connexion  with        v 
them.     He  never  wrote  paragraphs  for  them,  nor  paid  news 
writers  for  fuch  rubbifh.     He  was  ,not  felicitous  of  news- 
paper fame,  nor  were  all  the  prints  of  the  metropolis  retained 
Vol..  XII.  K  ia 
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in  his  fcrvice,  though  they  might  in  the  fervice  of  others. 
After  tartly  faying  this,  Mr,  Kenyon  adverted  again  to  the 

v  conftraftion  of  the  aft,  and  faid,  that  he  had  ever  confide  red 

it  as  his  duty  to  read  penal  ftatutes  a  mitiori  finfu9  and  to 
pat  the  moll  lenient  interpretation  on  them  that  the 
words  would  bear.  In  fprming  the  opinion  he  gave,  he  had 
done  fo  ;  and  after  the  moft  fober  and  deliberate  confidera- 
tion  of  the  cafe,  he  had  delivered  an  opinion  according  to 
the  beft  of  his  judgment.  The  cafe,  he  faid,  had  lately  been 
fubmittcd  to  hirn  by  the  Stamp  Office,  and  after  re-confider- 
ing  it,  his  opinion  was  not  altered. 

Mfk  Fi>x.  $ir.  Fox  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  cooverfation,  by  rife- 
ing  to  explain  what  Mr.  Sheridan  meant.  His  honourable 
friend,  he  faid,  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  learned  gentle- 
man had  not  read  all  the  aft,  but  that  the  particular  claufe 
in  queftion  had  not,  as  the  learned  gentleman  acknowledged, 
been  immediately  under  his  confideration  when  he  gave  his 
opinion.  Mr.  Arden,  in  a  low  voice,  faid  acrofs  the  Houfe, 
that  how  far  penalties  might  be  incurred  under  it,  was  what 
had  been  in  his  contemplation  when  he  gave  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Fox  catching  the  word  penalties,  turned  it  againft  the 
learned  gentleman,  by  faying  that  the  thing,  on  which  the 
learned  gentleman  had  been  confulted,  was  not  in  his  con- 
templation, when  he  was  giving  his  opinion. 

Hon.wu.  ^    Thc  Right  Hon#  tViuiam  Pin  here  interpofed;  he  faid  that 

urn  itu  •£  jt  ^ag  on  t^c  f0yc£  0f  penalties,  Ministers  wanted  to 
take  the  opinion  of  Counfely  the  officers  of  the  Crown  had 
very  badly  drawn  up  their  cafe,  for  it  was  not  upon  that 
point  the  learned  gentleman  had  been  confulted.  He  faid, 
as  to  all  the  epigrams  and  witticifms  that  had  been  wafted 
at  the  expence  of  his  learned  friend,  they  were  wholly  un- 
worthy notice;  but  there  was  one  circumftance  which 
proved  that  neither  of  his  learned  friends  accufed  could  have 
had  any  defign  to  undermine  the  revenue  by  the  opinions 
they  gave  their  clients  upon  the  receipt-tax,  and  that  was* 
that  another  learned  gentleman,  rather  more  in  favour  with 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  had  given  a  fimilar  opinion. 
That  learned  gentleman  had  recently  been  appointed  hia 
Majefty's  Solicitor  General,  which  certainly  was  an  ap- 
pointment not  given  hi  m  as  a  reward  for  affifting  in  a  defign 
to  undermine  the  revenue. 
^L}a\^  ^ord  John  Cautn&Jh  begged  to  remind  the  honourable 
member,  that  it  was  Alderman  Pickett,  and  his  committee, 
not  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  had  drawn  ujp  the  cafe, 
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and  fubroitted  it  to  counfel.  It  was  the  privilege  of  Englifli- 
Hien,  and  he  would  never  attempt  to  impair  it  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,  todeliver their  fentiments  on  all  public  affairs;  but  he 
thought  it  might  be  as  well  if  fome  gentlemen  were  to  exercife 
their  ingenuity  on  fome  other  fubje£t,  than  that  by  which  the 
revenue  of  the  country  might  be  injured.  He  did  not  think 
the  receipt  tax  either  burdenfome  or  vexatious ;  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  both  light  and  productive ;  people  might  be  a 
little  pecvifh  when  they  heard  of  taxes ;  but  every  man  who 
wifhed  well  to  his  country,  would  do  well  to  inculcate  in  pub- 
lic this  truth,  that  we  muft  meet  our  fituation  ;  we  were  bur- 
dened, but  not  overwhelmed ;  the  ftamina  of  the  nation  was 
ftill  good,  and  with  care,  public  credit  might  be  reftored, 
for  there  were  ftill  great  resources  in  the  country.  He  was 
fore  that  it  was  not  becaufe  the  receipt  tax  was  heavy  that 
people  complained ;  for  he  remembered  that  when  Parlia- 
ment laid  on  a  duty  of  one  penny  on  every  quart  of  wine, 
the  public  (offered  the  vintners  to  make  that  penny  fix-pence  - 
on  every  bottle.  To  this  exorbitant  tax  they  fubmitted 
without  murmuring,  though  the  date  was  not  benefited  by 
it.  Why  then  fhould  men  murmur  at  the  payment  of  a 
comparatively  fmali  tax,  .every  Shilling  of  which  found  its 
way  into  the  public  coffers  ■? 

The  queftion  was  at  laft  put  on  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  which  was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

EAST-INDIA     BILL. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  brought  up  the  bill  for  veiling  the  af-  Mr.  Fs«» 
fairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  in  the  hands  of  Commiffi- 
oners,  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and  the  public.  It 
was  read  for  the  firft  time,  and  the  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fox,  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Fox  then  moved, 
that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  this  day  fc'nnnight. 

The  honourable  W.  Grenville  faid,  that  in  nfing  to  exer-  Hon.  W* 
cifc  his  free  judgment,  and  to  perform  his  duty,  he  fhould  Grenville. 
not  be  intimidated  by  the  iiliberality  which  he  muft  expeft 
from  thofe  oppofite  to  him.  The  experience  of  the  laft  half 
hour  muft  convince  thofe  who  differed  from  them,  what  they 
had  to  expeft ;  he  fhould  therefore  appeal  to  the  candour  of 
the  Houfe  for  protection.  He  rofe  to  dppofe  the  motion, 
and  as  the  bufinefs  was  of  fuch  importance,  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  Chriftmas  recefs  fhould  intervene  beforp 
the  fecond  reading.    He  faid,  the  right  honourable  Secret 
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tary  meant  to  take  the  Houfe,  not  only  by  force,  but  by 
violence ;  and  therefore  it  became  the  bufinefs  of  every  mem- 
ber, who  regarded  the  liberties  of  his  country,  to  ftand 
forward  on  .  this  occafion.  What  the  reafbns  were  that  in- 
duced him  to  make  fuch  an  appeal  to  their  candour,  and  to 
addrefs  fuch  a  rcquifition  to  their  juftice,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  ftatc,  and  when  he  fhould  have  done  fo,  he  truftcd 
that  they  would  join  with  him  in  reprobating  the  attempt 
now  made  by  the  Minifter.  His  reafons  were,  the  great 
importance  of  the  bill,  the  novelty  of  the  fyftem  it  held 
out,  the  alarming  tendency  of  that  fyftem,  the  injuftice  it 
was  big  with,  the  aim  being  no  lefs  than  to  ercfi  a  defpotic 
fyftem  which  might  cfufh  the  free  conftitution  of  England. 
The  bill  was  of  a  moft  alarming  nature  indeed,  and  called 
for  every  attention  and  every  difquifition  that  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  could  give  it.  Thus  far  fuppoiing  it  to 
have  the  intereft  of  the  nation  at  heart,  it  was  entitled  to  a 
proper  time  for  confide  ration.  But  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  he  took  it,  there  appeared  every  reafon  for  throwing 
it  in  its  prefent  fhape  entirely  out  of  the  Houfe.  India,  it 
was  true,  wanted  a  reform,  but  not  fuch  a. reform  as  this. 
It  wanted  a  conftitutional  alteration,  not  a  tyrannical  one, 
which  broke  through  every  rule  of  Britifh  juftice.  The  bill 
made  an  attack  on  the  moft  folemn  charters  affirmed  and  con- 
firmed by  the  facred  faith  of  Parliament ;  it  broke  through 
all  thofe  ties  which  fhould  bind  man  to  man,  and  was  fraught 
with  the  moft  pointed  mifchief  agaiaft  national  honour  and 
the  integrity  of  Englifh  legiflation.  Lefs  violent  methods 
than  this,  furely  could  have  been  found,  if  there  was  not 
at  the  bottom  fome  deep,  fome  latent,  fome  dreadful  pur- 
pofe,  of  which  this  was  the  political  forerunner.  A  great 
body  of  commercial  people,  who  were  refpefted  by  the  fur- 
tounding  powers  of  Europe,  were  to  be  annihilated.  A  pro- 
prietary of  the  public,  who,  under  the  faith  of  Parliament, 
and  the  chartered  conftitution  of  reprefentative  honour, 
veiled  their  money  in  a  particular  fund,  were  to  have  the 
nature  of  their  property  changed— —For  what?  To  en- 
crcafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Was  this  right  ?  Did  this  befpeak  the  patri- 
otic intentions  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  who  talked  fo 
much,  and  did  fo  little,  in  refpeft  to  that  reform  which 
they  fo  eternally  rung  in  the  cars  of  the  people  )  He  de- 
manded of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  had 
]xen,  or  was  fecured  on  a  more  firm  bafis  than  the  charter  of 
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xhc  India  Company*  There  was  ho  man  would  aver,  that 
the  firft  was  not  as  firmly,  as  conftitutionally,  as  legally* 
and  as  honourably  pledged  to  be  inviolate  as  the  f?cond.  It 
therefore  followed,  if  a  Minifter  took  hold  of  the  direftion 
of  the  India  Houfe,  he  might,  with  the  fame  juftice,  take 
bold  of  the  di reft  ion  of  the  Bank.  On  record  there  was  no 
Wronger  faith  for  the  one,  than  there  was  for  the  other.  If 
Parliament  broke  the  honour  of  the  nation  to  the  one,  they 
night  forfeit  their  credit  with  the  public  in  refpeft  to  the 
other.  The  charter,  conveying  the  rights  of  the  Company, 
wis  conceived  in  the  cleared  and  ftrongeft  terms  that  could 
be  imagined;  it  was  clearer,  ftronger,  better  guarded  id 
point  of  expreflion,  than  the  aft  of  fettlement  itfclf,  which, 
by  the  blcffing  of  God,  had  eftablifhed  the  prefent  Royal 
Family  on  the  throne  of  England  ;  and  clearer  alfo  than  the 
charter  eft  a  bl  idling  the  Bank  of  England.  The  Company 
alfo  had  bat  lately  paid  a,  fum  of  money  to  Government,  and 
were  bound  to  pay  more.  What  lecurity  could  any  indi- 
vidual have  for  his  private  property,  if  the  rights,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Company  were  thus  to  be  torn  from  them  ? 
Their  houfes  were  to  be  entered,  tjieir  books  were  to  be 
fazed,  their  fervants  were  to  be  governed,  their  whole  af- 
fairs to  be  managed  by  parties,  who  were  bound,  by  the 
rooft  folemn  engagements,  to  proteft  them  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  that  tbey  poffeffed.  The  Courts  of  Proprietors  and 
Dire&ors  were  to  be  abolifhed,  and  fwallowed  up  by  the 
prevailing  power  of  the  Britiih  Miniftry.  It  was  idle,  and 
it  would  appear  foolifh  to  the  world  to  fay  other  wife,  than 
that  the  prefent  bill  wa$  not  intended  to  proteft  the  innocent 
native*,, or  to  fave  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  the  pofieffiona 
10  India.  As  to  a  contradiction  from  the  Treafury  Bench* 
°a  this  fubjeft,  it  would  have  little  weight,  becaufe  the  in-* 
tention  moft  palpably  fpoke  for  itfclf.  Thefe  wfcre  confider- 
atiotu  of  great  and  infinite  importance,  and  ought  it  to  be 
a  matter  of  a  fingle  moment's  doubt  whether  thefe  confider- 
itioos  ihould  be  fuddenly  brought  forward,  or  whether  a 
few  days  longer  (hould  elapfe  in  order  to  obtain  a  fuller  at- 
tendance, and  in  order  to  give  fuch  gentlemen  as  were  yet 
u  the  country  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  town,  and  be- 
>*g  prefent  at  the  difcuffion  of  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude  } 
His  wifli  was  to  poftpone  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  till 
*ftcr  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  trufted,  that  this  wilh 
*°old  be  ratified  by  the  concurrent  feeling  of  the  majority 
of  thofe  prefent.    Should  fuch  a  bill  pafs  precipitately,  and 
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lie  earneftly  hoped  fo  violent  a  ftretch  of  authority,  fo  un- 
juft  an  attempt  to  feize  inordinate  power,  never  would  be- 
come a  law;  but  fhould  it  be  attempted  to  he  hurried  through 
that  Houfe,  what  would  the  people  at  large  think  of  their 
conduct  i  Called  together  as  they  had  been  at  an  unufual 
feafon  of  the  year,  did  it  become   them  haftily,  in   thin 
Houfes,  without  allowing  themfelves  time  to  weigh  the  im- 
portance of   a  fyftem   perfectly  new,    unheard  of  before, 
never  even  alluded  to  within  doors  or  without,  to  proceed 
with  as  much  difpatch  as  if  they  were  going  through  a  bill 
of  no  moment,  of  no  importance  ?  On  the  contrary,  ought 
not  the  extraordinary  and  unufual  tendency  of  the  fyftem, 
made  the  fubjeft  of  the  bill,  to  alarm  their  apprehenfion,  to 
call  forth  their  caution,  to  excite  their  utmoft  warinefs  ? 
What  plea  had  the  right  honourable  mover  urged  as  the 
ground  of  propofing  the  fyftem  in  queftion  ?  He  had  men- 
tioned only  one,  the  plea  of  neceffity.    That  there  was  a 
neceffity,  an  urgent  neceffity  to  adopt  fome  meafure  for  the 
relief  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,   for  the  regulation   o^ 
their  affairs,  and  what  was  ftill  more  prelfing,  for  fecuring 
to  the  natives  of  India,  and  all  who  refided  there,  and  were 
dependent  on  the  Eaft-India  Company,  protection  and  fecu- 
rity,  he  was  ready  to  admit;  but  was  he  not  to  be  allowed 
time  to  examine  whether  the  bill  then  under  confide  ration 
was  the  heft  adapted  to  the  neceffity  in  queftion,  or  whether 
more  lenient  means  of  effecting  the  relief,  that  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  required,  might  not  be  difcovered  ?  In  opening  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  the  right  honourable  mover  had  princi- 
pally refted  his  argument,  on  what)  not  on  general  facts, 
but  upon  the  peculiar  conduct  of  an  individual !  This  was 
not  the  moft  candid  way  of  opening  the  grounds  of  a  fyftem 
calculated  for  great  and  general  purpofe.s.     On  fuch  a  day, 
he  (hould  have  expected  individuals  might  have  been  fpared, 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  Houfe  directed  to  large,  and  more 
important  objects :  but  taking  the  cafe  as  it  flood,  what  in* 
ducement  had  they  to  precipitate  a  bill,  that  called  more 
perhaps  than  ever  bill  had  done  before,  for  circumfpection, 
for  inveftigation,  for  the  moft  ferious  and  the  moft  delibe- 
rate difcuffioa.     The  conduct  of  Parliament  on  fimilar  oc- 
cations,  had  been  to  paufe,  to  proceed  with  all  the  flownefs 
of  doubt,  to  look  again  and  again  at  the  fubject,  and  neither 
to  determine  on  a  ludden,  nor  without  full  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts  upon  which  a  propofition  was  founded.  « 
When  he  ufed  the  phrafe  fimilar  occafions,  he  went  too  far  * 
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be  fhould  have  faid,  on  occafiona  much  weaker ;  on  occa-         ' 
fions  that  bore  no  fort  of  analogy  or  comparifon  in  point  of 
importance  to  that  of  the  prefent  bill.    In   1773,  an<*  m 
1778,  when  bills  affecting,  in  a  flight  degree  only,  the  confti- 
tution  and  rights  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  were  under 
confideration,  let   the  Houfe  recollect  what  had  been  the 
alarm ;  what  the  language  of  thofe  days  !  Men  were  fome- 
times  apt,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  to  grow  warm,  and  to  adopt 
even  ftronger  expreffions  than  the  occafion  warranted.    That 
the  fentirnents  he  had  uttered  were  not  peculiar. to  hiinfelf, 
would  be  feen  from  a  reference  to  the  fentirnents  of  paft 
times.    In  the  protefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  which  he 
had  a  right  to  refer,  the  fame  fentirnents  would  be  found, 
bat  cxprefied  with  infinitely  more  dignity,  more  ability,  and 
more  authority,  than  he  could  ever  pretend  to  lay  claim  to. 
He  would  not  attempt  to  derive  any  weight  or  confideration 
from  the  names  of  the  noble  perfons  fubferibed  to  the  pro* 
tefts  to  which  he  alluded.     He  would  not  draw  any  addi- 
tional weight  to  his  argument  from  the  name  of  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  a  name  ever  dear  to  recollection*  as  the 
Marquis  was  a  character,  whofe  uniform  and  confident  ad- 
herence to  fixed  principles,  begot  him  the  confidence  and  fup- 
port  even  of  thofe  not  naturally  prone  to  aft  with  him,  but 
who  were  now  obliged  to  deny  their  fupport  to  others,  who 
had  cbofen  to  proceed  on  oppofite  principles !  He  would 
draw  no  weight  and  confideration  from  the  name  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland,   though  confeffedly  acting  at  the  time 
that  he  figned  the  proteff,  from  the  bed  and  pureft  of  all 
poffiblc  motives.    Having  put  this  pointedly,  Mr.  Grenville 
proceeded  to  read  the  prptefts   in  cjueftion,    which  were 
written   in  language  remarkably  fpintcd  and  warm.     Af- 
ter going    through   them,  .  and   commenting   upon  each, 
particularly    on    that  part  of    them  that  complained  of 
the  hafte  and  precipitancy  with  which  the  bills  then  paffing, 
relative  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  were  hurried  through 
the  Houfe,  Mr.  Grenville  aflced  to  what  end  was  the  prefent 
hill  to  be  fo  rapidly  and  fo  indecently  urged  )  Was  it  to  be 
foppo/ed  that  the  other  Houfe  fhould  fo  far  forget  their  own 
honour  and  dignity,  fo  far  lofe  all  fenfe  of  what  was  due  to 
God  and  their  consciences,  toconfent  to  pats  a  bill  fo  big  with 
ddpotifm,   fo  arbitrary,  fo  harfli,  fo  -violent,  and  fo  unjuft, 
as  that  then  under  confideration  ?  Nor  was  the  bill  fo  objec- 
tionable in    the  point  of  view  that  he  had  placed  it  in,  as  it 
was  in  another,  to  which  it  yet  remained  for  him  to  advert. 
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No,  it  was  harmlefs  as  the  waftc  paper  on  the  table,  com* 

}>ared  to  the  confequences  that  muft  neceflarily  follow  to  the 
fberties  and'conftitution  of  the  country,  fhould  fuch  a  la- 
mentable misfortune  occur  as  the  patting  of  it  into  a  law. 
The  bill  was  calculated  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
and  that  in  a  degree  beyond  all  precedent  enormous  and 
alarming.     Its  obvious  and  unavoidable  effcft  would  be  to 
transfer  the  boundlefs  patronage  of  the  Indies  to  the  Crown, 
or  rather  to  veft  it  for  five  years  in  the  perfon  of  the  Mini- 
'       IJcr  and  his  adherents,  whether  in  or  out  of  power.     This 
was  a  confideration  infinitely  greater  than  any  he  had  men- 
tioned before  ;  what  was  it  but  to  lift  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  into  a  fituation  wholly  unknown  to  .our  conftitu- 
tion, afituation  from  which  he  could  not  be  driven  or  moved 
till  he  chofe  voluntarily  to  abdicate  his  diftatorfhip !    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  indeed  talked  of  a  term  of 
years,  at  the  expiration   of  which  the  commiffion  was  to 
ceafe  and  determine  ;  but  he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  his 
talents,  too  high  a  fenfe  of  his  fpirit  and  daring  ambition,  to 
fuppofe  that,    having  poflefled  himfelf  of  fuch  inordinate 
power,  lie  would  ever  condefcend  to  lay  it  down,  or  to  be- 
come once  more  an  humble  individual.     It  was  not  in  hu- 
man nature,  it  was  not,  he  was  fure,  in  the  power  of  any 
man  in  that  Houfe  to  perform  fuch  an  aft  of  felf-denial. 
That  he  did  not  colour  this  too  ftrongly,  Mr.  Grenville 
faid,  was  eafy  to  be  proved  :  the  bill  was  full  of  blanks,  and 
thefe  blanks  were  to  be  filled  by  that  Houfe.     It  was  talking 
a  parliamentary  language  to  fay  the  Minifter  was  to  fill  the 
blanks,  and  that  the  feven  commiffioners  were  the  feven  no- 
minees of  the  Minifter.     Seven  commiffioners,  chofe n   by 
Parliament  oftenfibly,  but,  in  reality,  by  the  fervsmts  of  the 
Crown,  were  to  involve,  in  the  vortex  of  their  authority, 
the  whole  trcafures  of  India.     Thefe  poured  forth,  like  an 
irrefiftible  flood  upon  this  country,  would  fweep  away  our  li- 
berties, and  all  that  we  could  call  our  own.     If  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary,  two  nights  ago,  was  afraid  of  the  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Haltings,  an  individual  who  would  have  been 
unknown  in  this  country,  but  for  his  conneftion  with  India; 
if  he  expreffed  a  fear  left  the  patronage  that  Mr.  Haftings 
poflefled  might  defeat  the  progrefs  of  his  bill,  and  fhuddercd 
at  the  idea  of  Afiatic  intereft  prevailing  under  the  authority 
and  name  of  a  fubjeft  unconnefted  with  great  families  and 
great  factions,    over  the   power  of  Minirtry ;    how   much 
greater  reafon  had  the  independent  members  of  that  Houfe 
to  be  afraid  left  the  wealth  and  patronage  of  India,  thrown 
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into  the  hand's  of  uniting  factions,  and  tbefe  armed  with  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  fhould  perpetuate  their  authority,  and 
render  it  irrefiftible  ?  To  talk  of  Parliament  nominating  thd 
commiffioners  for  governing  India,  was  to  mock  the  under± 
ftanding  of  the  Houfe.  The  commiffioners  would,  to  all 
Jrarpofes,  be  the  nominees  of  the  Miniftersof  the  Crown. 
The  right  honourable  Secretary  talked  of  the  fluctuations  iri 
Admtn'rftration  as  a  ground  for  eftablifhing  the  power  of 
their  own  creatures  and  dependents,  for  not  a  lhorter  time 
than  five  years.  He  defired  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  this  cir- 
cumftance.  It  was  an  attempt  to  blindfold  the  Houfe:  for, 
were  the  commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Miniftry,  the 
Parliament  might  poffibly  turn  them  out  of  their  office*,  in 
cafe  of  mifdemeanourwhen  in  them  ;  but  fecured  by  an  aft 
of  Parliament,  protected  by  the  Britifh  Legiflaturc,  they 
would  remain  fixed  Fn  their  feats,  and  form  a  bafis  for  the 
fupport  and  liability  of  that  Miniftry  by  whom  they  were  , 
created,  and  to  whom,  if  continued  in  government,  they 
might  reafonably,  and  naturally  look  for  a  renewal  of  their 
leafc  of  power.  But  by  whom  was  fo  bold  a  fchemc,  for 
the-  increafe  of  their  own  power,  by  the  increafe  of  that 
of  the  Crown,  planned  ?  Chiefly  by  the  man  whofe  voice 
had  been  loudeft  in  the  cry,  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
was  exceffive,  and  big  with  danger  and  ruin  to  the  liberties 
of  this  country.  How  fmall  a  portion  docs  all  that  has  been 
taken  from  that  influence  bear  to  the  acceffion  that  it  will  re- 
ceive by  this  bill,  if  fuffered  to  pafs  into  a  law  ?  A  thoufanc! 
and  ten  thoufand' times  greater  ftreogth  will  be  added  to  the 
Crown,  than  that  which  by  all  our  reformers  hath  been  taken 
from  it.  After  purfoing  this  (train  with  great  elaboratenefs 
for  fome-time,  Mr.  Grenville,  reiterated  his  appeals  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  immediate  relation  the  fubjeft  bore  to  their 
dearcft  right*,  exclaiming,  liber tas  et  anima  no/Ira  in  dulioefl! 
At  length  he  concluded  a  very  animated  fpeech  in  this  man- 
ner :  "  I  do  not  deny  that  fomething  ought  to  be  done  for 
India,  and  that  with  all  convenient  fpeed  ;  but  as  the  fubjett 
of  the  bill,  brought  forward  by  the  right  honourable  Secre* 
tary  and  his  colleagues  in  office,  is  of  vaft  importance,  and 
involves  in  its  nature  and  confequences  the  liberties  and  pro- 
perties of  all  Britifh  fubje&s,  let  them  then  enter  upon  the 
confederation  of  its  different  claufes  coolly,  cautioufly,  and 
unwillingly,  not  with  the  precipitancy  and  ardour  of  plun- 
derers, eaeer  to  grafp  at,  and  to  hold  faft,  their  prey." 
Vol,  XII.  L  Lord 
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Lord  John  Lord  John  Cavcndijh  faid,  that  had  he  been  a  peer,  he 
Civcndiih,  WOuid  have  fct  his  name  to  the  proteft  adverted  to  :  for,  at 
the  time  in  which  it  was  patted,  the  iituation  of  the  Com- 
pany juftified  the  manly  fentiments  which  it  breathed  ;  but 
Hill  he  would  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  on 
Thurfday  next,  becaufe  he  felt  that  it  was  absolutely  nccef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  The  bill 
then  before  the  Houfe,  or  fome  bill  or  other  calculated  to  ef- 
fect a  reform  of  the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
was  actually  neceflary ;  .and  unlcfs  fome  bill,  adapted  to  fuch 
a  purpofe,  was  patted,  and  that  immediately,  the  Company 
would  be  forthwith  ruined,  their  credit  loft,  and  the  national 
credit  in  confequence  violently  fhaken.  Let  the  honourable 
gentleman  look  at  the  iituation  of  the  Company  at  the  time 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  at  prefent,  and  fee  if  they, 
would  bear  comparifon.  Then  the  Company  were  in  diftrefs 
it  was  true  ;  but  were  they  bankrupts  ?  Was  the  revenue  a 
fufferer  ?  At  prefent  it  was  to  the  amount  of  a  million  in 
cuftoms,  betides  the  other  fums  due  to  Government,  and  the 
debt  was  more  likely  to  increafe  than  diminifh.  With  re- 
gard to  his  private  opinion  as  to  India,  Lord  John  reminded 
the  Houfe  that  he  had  delivered  it  unrefervedly  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  Parliament :  it  Temained  the  fame  now.  He  had 
then  faid,  he  wifhed  to  God  every  European  could  be  extir- 
pated from  India,  and  the  country  retorted  to  merely  on 
the  principles  of  commerce  !  by  which  he  meant,  that  the 
trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Iodoftan  might  be  carried 
on  in  like  manner  as  we  now  carry  on  our  trade  with  China. 
But  was  that  poffible  ?  Gentlemen  knew  it  was  not;  and  it 
required  little  argument  to  prove  that  all  political  meafures 
muft  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  and  the 
iituation  of  the  countries  in  which  they  are  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied.  Fatal  expe- 
rience had  proved,  and  indeed  it  was  almoft  univerfally  ad- 
mitted, that  the  conftitution  of  the  Eaft-India  Company 
was  radically  defective;  that  it  was  devoid  of  vigour,  inca- 
pable of  effect,  and  pregnant  with  abufe.  The  nature  of  the 
cafe  called  loudly  for  a  new  fyftem  ;  in  the  operation  of  a 
new  fyftem,  power  and  fupremacy  muft  nccefiarily  lodge 
fomewhere ;  and  where  could  it  be  placed  fo  properly  as  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown,  fubjeft  to  the  check  and  control 
of  Parliament  ?  This  was  the  characleriftic  of  the  fyftem  laid 
down  in  the  bill  that  had  been  read  that  day  ;  and  till  a  bet- 
ter fyftem,  a  fyftem  more  wifely  planned,  and  more  likely 

to 
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to  be* efficacious  was  fuggefted,  he  fhould  confider  It  his  duty 
to  give  it  every  poffible  fapport.  He  added,  that  as  he  knew 
that  the  emergency  was  preffing,  and  that  fome  fyftem  muft 
be  carried  into  execution  with  as  much  difpatch  as  was  prac- 
ticable, he  held  himfelf  bound  to  vote  for  the  motion* 
With  regard  to  the  charge  of  the  prefent  bill's  violating  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  Company,  it  could  not  avoid  it,  and 
it  did  not  fet  the  precedent  of  fuch  a  pra&ice.  If  the  Houfe 
would  advert  to  the  bill  brought  in  laft  feffion  by  a  learned 
gentleman,  and  fupported  by  the  then  Ad  minift  ration,  they 
would  find  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Company  were  as 
much  invaded  by  that  bill  as  they  were  by  the  prefent. 

Captain  Luttrell  faid,  if  he  felt  difpofed  to  follow  the  ho-  c*Pt-  I*e- 
nourable  member  who  (poke  firft,  throughout  his  arguments, trcIlv 
he  fhould  not  think  himfelf  warranted  to  do  fo,  becaufe  he 
did  not  underftand  there  was  any  queftion  before  the  Houfe 
refpefting  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  whether  they 
fliould  be  confidered  on  Thurfday  next,  or  poftponed  to  a 
future  day,  for  the  purpofes  of  obtaining  a  full  attendance 
by  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  giving  gentlemen  a  longer 
time  folly  and  deliberately  to  confider  the  principle  of  the 
bill  before  they  gave  their  aflent  to  it.  He  was,  in  truth, 
more  furprifed  at  thrs  attempt  to  p  roc  raft  in  ate  the  bufinefs,  < 
than  at  feeing  a  right  honourable  member  haftily  rife  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  it  in  the  outfet,  by  reprobating  the  fyf- 
tem, becaufe  he  had  obferved  it  to  be  very  unlike  that  which 
the  late  Administration  had  in  embryo  laft  year ;  but  he 
hoped  it  would  lie  dormant  for  ever,  unlefs  the  plan  was  a 
better  digefted  one  than  what  that  Minifter  brought  forward 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourfe  between  this  country 
and  America,  and  which,  though  an  objeft  little  inferior  to 
the  prefent  in  importance,  he  prefled  into  a  Committee  when 
there  was  not  even  a  Houfe  1  for  he  perfectly  well  remem- 
bered obferving  to  a  right  honourable  member,  (who  pleaded 
for  poftponing  the  bufinefs,  owing  to  the  thinnefs  of  atten- 
dance) that  his  point  might  be  fecured  by  counting  of  num- 
bers ;  and  although  the  then  Minifter  of  the  Houfe  forced 
that  bill  through  every  ftage  he  was  able  to  travel  it,  with 
the  attendance  of  lefs  than  one  hundred  members,  yet,  upon 
the  prefent  occafion,  at  the  very  moment  that  the  houfe  and 
gallery  were  crouded  with  members,  and  aim  oft  every  man 
giving  a  voluntary  attendance  to  his  duty,  that  could  be 
brought  to  it  by  any  compulfory  means  whatfoever,  that 
right  honourable  member  urged  a  neceffity  for  tfie  call  of  the* 

L  2  Houfe, 
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Ro^fe,  preceding  a  fe^ood  rcading..of  the.  bill.    HereaHy 
bad  Ijiopcs,  that  upon  confidcra/ion,  the  right  honourable 
njember  would  have  waved  the  objection,  feciog  it  a  feeble, 
if  not  an  indecent  ooe  to  make,  upon  the  ground  of  giying 
more  time  to  confider  the  principle  pi  the  bill*     He  would 
certainly  determine  with  the  honourable  member  who  pro* 
pofed  it,  if  the  fecond.  reading  was  the  only  ftagc  in  whicl^ 
that  objeftiqn  could  be  macjc ;  or,  even  if  he  had  hopes^ 
that  by  ftudying  the  letter  of  the  bill  for  three  weeks,  or  for 
three  months,  he  could  form  a,  competent  judgment,  to  vein 
ture  the  delivery  of  his  opinion  on  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  intrica- 
cy, and  requiring  a  depth  of  knowledge,  which,  by  no  bet- 
ter means  of  attaining,  he  fhould  defpair  to  reach  the  furface 
of.     He  knew  the  right  honourable  member,  who  moved, 
the  call  of  the  Houfe,  pofleffed  a  vaft  fund  of  information 
on  that  and  every  other  political  fubjeft  ;  that  he  was  quick 
in  his  comprehenfion,  and  eloquent  in  his  delivery  ;  he  can 
outrun  by  the  fludy  of  a  day  the  judgment  that  moft  men 
would  acquire  by  the  ftudy  of  a  year;  therefore,  if  the  time 
of  the  fecond  reading  was  neccfTarily  the  conclusive  period  to 
the  argument  on  its  principle,  that  the  right  honourable  mem- 
ber would  be  fully  pofleifed  of  materials  for  it  in  lefs  than 
half  a  week*.    It  was  to  his  arguments,  and  to  fuch  infights 
into  the  bufinefs  as  they  might  gather  at  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  in  its  progrefs  through  the  Committee,  from 
the  peculiar  abilities  of  the  right  honourable  mover,  that 
thofc  equally  dull  and  uninformed  with  himfelf  might  hope 
to  form  a  tolerable  judgment,  whether  the  principle  of  it,  as 
well  as  its  component  parts,  ought  to  be  affented  to.     The 
right  honourable  member  fhould  recoiled  how  peremptorily 
he  called  upon  Ministers,  not  only  to.  bring  a  proportion  for- 
ward, but  to  carry  into  immediate  execution  fome  plan  for 
the  better  government  of  India,     The  neceility  of  fuch  a 
/meafure  was  feen  by  every  man  who  would  look  to  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  law  and  power  in  that  country,  and  to  the  want 
of  authority  in  thofe  who  have  nominally  the  dire£tion  of  it 
in  this.    To  improve  the  police  and  revenue  of  India  in  a 
manner  beft  fuited  to  the  honour  of  Britain,  muft  furely  be 
every  man's  defue.     Why  then  did  they  differ  in  the  mode 
of  attaining  that  defirable  end  ?    No;  where  was  the  alter- 
native i  You  muft  either  let  anarchy  and  confufion,  diftruft 
and  diftrefs  continue,  or  adopt  fome  plan  of  experiment* 
Thofe  who  objeft  to  this  bill,  bring  no  other  for  their  choice  ; 
perfection  is  not  to  bc.expc&ed  in  any  experimental  law. 

It 
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It  may  require  the  work  of  age*  to  make  this  perfect ;  but  k 
has  the  advantage  of  coming  recommended  by  one  of  the  moft 
able  and  aftivc  Minifters  that  ever  fat  on  that  Treafury  Bench* 
He  was  a  Proprietor  of  India  ftock,   not  coming  withia 
either  of  the  defcriptions  pointed  to  by  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  of  State,  in  his  opening  that  bufinefs :  he  became 
a  purchaser,  not  becaufe  he  thought  it  the  moft  advantageous 
fund  to  veft  his  money  in,  but  to  have  the  means  of  attain-* 
iog  fome  knowledge  of  Eaft-India  commerce  at  the  General 
Courts,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  thofe  whom  he 
thought  moft  equal  to  the  direction  of  it.     He  had  not,  he 
believed,  a  hat  acquaintance  with  any  man  of  power  in  In- 
dia, nor  with  more  than  three  of  the  Directors  at  home ;  he 
looked  for  no  favour  from  them  in  either  country,  but  he 
had  uniformly  given  his  vote  at  the  India  Houfe  in  fupport 
of  Mr.  Hafiings,  becaufe  from  all  he  had  read,  and  all  he 
had  heard  refpe&ing  that  gentleman,  he  believed  him  to  he 
left  rapacious,  and  to  have  cleaner  hands  than  any  other  man, 
who  in  modern  times  has  pofieffed  equal  power  and  oppor- 
tunities to  enrich  himfelf.    That  his  government  appeared 
arbitrary  in  the  eyes  of  Engliihmen,  he  did  not  wonder  at ; 
but  before  he  condemned  it,  he  muft  know  that  the  tempers 
and  conftitutiqn  of  the  people  there  do  not  fo  far  differ  from 
thofe  of  Europeans,  as  to  render  feverity  excufable,  if  not 
commendable,  when  exercifcd  only  for  the  purpofe  of  pre* 
faring  command ;  for  among  the  many  refpcftable  charac- 
ters he  had  feen  return  from  India  to  this  country,  he  fcarce 
remembered  one  that  did  not  feem  to  him  to  have  much  to 
unlearn  to  fuit  his  carriage  to  that  equality  which  is  the  glory 
of  Britifh  fubje&s.     But  if  what  an  honourable  and  well- 
informed  Governor  had  fo  emphatically  urged  were  really 
true,  that  all  the  mifmanagement  complained  of  at  home, 
and  the  tenfold  calamities  which  have  been,  and  are  ftill,  felt 
abroad,  really  proceed  from  Minifters  having  put  into  the 
direction  (for  finifter  purpofes)  men  unequal  to  the  talk/ 
no  better  argument  need  be  ufed  for  altering  the  fyftem  of - 
that  government.     He  did  not  pledge  himfclf  to  adopt  the 
prefent,  or  any  particular  plan;   but  he  certainly  liked  that 
propofed,  better  thap  to  leave  the  Eaft-India  affairs  in  their 
prefect  ftate.     If  any  other  fyftem  for  the  government  and 
commerce,  and  better  conducting  the  government  of  India, 
fhould  be  propofed,  he  could  fay  with  truth,  that  he  would 
pake  bis  election  in  favour  of  which  ever  plan  he  fhould 
judge  proraifed  beft  to  tend  to  the  honour  of  this  country, 

and 
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and  to  the  profperity  of  that,  without  fuffering  cither  private 
friendfhip  or  perfonal  property  to  weigh  a  feather  in  the  de- 
cifion.  He  faid,  for  the  reafons  he  had  given,  he  would 
vote  for  the  bill's  being  read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  next, 
particularly  as  the  call  of  the  Houfe  muft  precede  the  report, 
when  he  fhould  conlider  himfelf  at  liberty,  as  every  other 
gentleman  would  be,  to  objeft  to  the  bill  in  toto,  if  they  dif- 
approved  its  principle  or  its  claufes. 
Mr.  Her-  Mr.  Herbert  in  a  very  fhort  fpeech  admitted  the  ncceffity 
*■"•  of  adopting  a  fyftem  of  reform,  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving 

the  diftrefs,  and  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  ;  but  as  the  fyftem  laid  down  in  the  bill  was  alto* 
gether  new  and  extraordinary,  he  thought  the  delay  of  three 
days  could  do  no  harm  to  the  bill,  and  was  a  reafonable 
matter  to  be  expefted. 
Commodore  Commodore  Jobnftone  did  not  objeft  to  the  fecond  reading 
johnftooe.  Qf  t|,c  jjjjj  on  Thurfday  next,  upon  the  ground  that  there 
Was  any  event  of  information  which  a  few  weeks  longer  de- 
lay might  be  expefted  to  fupply,  but  becaufe  all  the  mem- 
bers were  not  in  town,  whom  he  wifhed  to  be  prefect ;  yet 
he  frankly  confeffed,  that  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  and  that 
the  determination  of  Parliament,  with  regard  to  India, 
fhould  be  rea  ly  to  be  fent  with  the  (hips  that  were  to  fail  in 
February  ;  for  fhould  a  delay  of  fix  weeks  longer  be  occa- 
sioned, that  delay  would  make  the  odds  of  three  or  four 
months  in  the  arrival  of  the  (hips  in  India.  He  wondered 
*  that  Mr*  Luttrell  fhould  exprefs  an  approbation  of  the  new 

regulations  for  India,  and  yet  admire  the  charafter  and  con- 
duft  of  Governor  Haftings,  fince  the  fafts  were  all  charged 
upon  Governor  Haftings  that  had  made  a  change  in  the 
fyftem  of  India  affairs  ncceflary.  He  faid  it  was  generally 
his  lot  to  ftand  alone,  and  lingular  in  his  opinion,  and  fuch 
x  ever  would  be  the  eafe,  where  men  afted  independently,  and 
folely  from  the  unbiafled  influence  of  their  own  minds. 
That  on  the  prefenc  occafion,  he  as  much  differed  in  fome 
relpefts  from  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  fide  of 
the  Houfe  on  which  he  ftood,  as  from  thofe  of  the  Miniftry 
and  their  fupporters.  If  there  really  was  as  much  ncceffity 
for  a  new  fyftem,  as  gentlemen  were  all  ready  to  admit,  he 
would  be  fair  to  fay,  the  bold  proportion  or  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  of  State  would  be  more  advifeable  than 
the  half-mcafure  propofed  by  the  late  Miniftry  laft  feihon. 
Before  the  neceffity  was  admitted,  it  ought  to  be  proved. 
He  expatiated  on  the  violence  and  injuftice  of  intermeddling 

in 
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in  the  affairs  of  the  Company  without  trying  them,  an<f 
proving  any  delinquency  againft  them.  He  illuftrated  all 
this  by  comparing  their  filiation  to  that  of  an  opprefied  in- 
dividual. It  had. been  faid,  and  urged  as  a  rcafoo  for  con* 
troling  the  Company's  affairs,  that  they  were  in  a  condi- 
tion of  bankruptcy.  The  Commodore  infilled,  that  their 
affairs  were  in  a  very  good  train,  if  Government  would  only 
leave  them  alone.  He  faid,  that  daring  the  preffing  exigen- 
cies of  the  Maratta  war,  Governor  Haftings  had  drawn  on 
Government,  and  Lord  North  had  accepted  his  bills,  and 
given  him  leave  to  draw  more  upon  the  Treafury,  which 
were  not  accepted.  Mr,  Johnftone  contended,  that  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  pay  bills  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  to 
the  amount  of  6oo,oool.  and  that  it  was  exceedingly  unjuft 
and  J^ard  that  the  Company  lhotild '  be  charged  with  bank- 
ruptcy, which  the  failure  of  Government,  in  their  promife, 
had  occafioned.  He  faid,  that  affairs  had  been  better  mana- 
ged in  India  than  in  America ;  that  undoubtedly  infinitely 
more  money  and  lives  had  been  wafted  on  America,  which 
we  had  loft,  than  on  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  we  had  retained : 
yet  all  the  cry  of  reform,  at  prefent,  was  founded  in  the 
pretended  mifcondult  of  Governor  Haftings.  Matters  at  no 
period  had  been  io  a  more  flourifhing  fituation  in  India, 
fince  ever  we  had  any  footing  there,  than  they  were  at  pre- 
fent. The  revenue  was  greater  than  it  ever  had  been,  and 
more  faithfully  collected.  It  was  true,  there  had  been  an 
interception  in  remittances,  and  fome  millions  had  been  ex- 
pended in  India,  which  we  expeded  fhould  come  home-* 
but  the  war  made  this  neceffary — a  very  terrible  war,  carried 
on  by  the  French,  the  Marattas,  and  Hyder  All/ — a  war, 
he  would  maintain,  as  difficult,  as  threatening  in  its  firft  ap- 
pearances, although  more  profperous  in  its  ifluc,  becaufe 
conducted  with  greater  vigour  and  wifdom  than  the.  war 
with  America.  The  great  point  contended  for  by  the  Com- 
modore was,  that  the  Houfe,  before  they  fhould  advance  to 
any  ferious  difcuffion  of  the  bill,  fhould  hear  the  Eaft-India 
Company  by  Coonfel  at  their  bar.  Laft  year  they  had  ex- 
cellent Counfel,  he  faid,  of  which  (alluding  to  Mr.  Er- 
ikine)  they  were  now  deprived.  He  himfelf,  with  fome 
other  Proprietors,  had  called  upon  the  Directors  to  fummoa 
a  Court  of  Proprietors  J  and  in  compliance  with  his  defire, 
they  had  called  one  to  meet  fo  early  as  to* morrow ;  and  he 
underftood  from  fome  gentlemen  of  the  law  to  whom  he  had 
fpoken,  tfrat  they  could  not  receive  their  inftru&ions,  and 
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be  ready  to  appear  before  the  Houfc  to  argue1  againft  the  bill, 
in  Ids  than  ten  days :  it  waft  for  this  reafofi  alone  that  he 
wifhed  for  a  delay  of  a  few  day* ;  and  be  did  not  think  that 
he,aikcd  for  too  much,  when  there  was  an  intention  of  op- 
posing with  every  argument  that  law  could  furnilh,  a  bill 
which  went  to  difpoftefs  the  Company  of  every  thing,  even 
of  their  papers,  books,    and  hbufe    in  Leadenhall-ftreet* 
The   bill  had  come  fuddenly  upon  gentlemen;  even  the 
Chairman  of  the  Earc- India  Company  had  not  heard  of  it 
till  it  had  been  mentioned  and  opened  by  the  right  honour*, 
able   Secretary!  for  be  hirnfelf  had  afked  Kim  in  private; 
and  had  got  a  friend  to  aflc  him  in  the  Court  of  Directors, 
if  he  had  beard  of  it  before ;  and  he  declared  upon  his  ho- 
nour that  he  had  not. 
Sir  Henry        Sir  Henry  Fletcher  faid,  that  he  had  bet n  applied  to  in  the 
Fletcher.     Court  of  Dircftors  to  fay,  if  he  knew  in  what  manner  the 
Company  was  to  be  attacked  by  Government;  if  he  had 
been  well  informed  on  this  fubje&  by  his  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters,  hemuft  have  received  his  information  either  officially, 
and  then  it  would  have  been  criminal  in  him  not  to  have 
communicated  it  immediately  to  the  Court,  or  confidenti- 
ally ;  and  in  that  cafe  he  could   not  reveal  what  he  had  fo 
heard,  without  a   breach  of  confidence :  he  therefore  an- 
fwered  that  in  truth  he  knew  not  what  plan  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  would  adopt,  for  they  had    not  made   him  ac- 
quainted with  their  intentions,  which  was  the  fa&.     As  to 
the  queftion  before  the  Hoofe,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  vote 
for  it,  becaufe  he  knew  the  Company's  affairs  to  be  in  a  fitu- 
aftion,  fuch   as  they  had   never  been  in  before  :  formerly 
they  had  been  obliged  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  pecuniary 
affiftance  :  but  even  then  they  were  able- to  pay  cuftoms  to 
the  Crown ;  but  now  the  debt  due  to  the  King  amounted,  or 
very  foon  would  amount,  to  near  2,ooo,oool.  and  the  ftate 
of  our  Settlements  was  fuch,  that  he  was  afraid  the  moft 
fatal  confequences  would  enfue,  if  fomething  was  not  done 
by  Parliament  without  the  leaft  delay  ;  the  governments  of 
Bengal  and  Bombay  were  actually  engaged  in  a  paper  war, 
each  throwing  upon  the  other  the  blame  of  being  the  authors 
of  the  Maratta  war :  the  governments  of  Bengal  and  Ma* 
dras  were  in  a  ftill  worfe  fituation  ;  for  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral and  Conncil  of  the  former  had  carried  matters  fo  far,  as 
to  debate  this  queftion,  "  whether  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Madras  fliould  not  be  all  removed  ?"  and  the  point 
was  fp  fenoufly  debated,  that  the  queftion  was  negatived 
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only  by  a  majority  of  one;  lb  that  if  that  one  perfon  fhould 
fall  ofF,  the  qoeftion  would  then  be  carried  ;  and  God  alone 
could  forefee  the  conferences.  He  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  Parliament  had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  ;  their  pro* 
ceding*  ought  to  be  wound  up  by  the  month  of  Fubruary* 
tint  the  refult  of  them  might  be  feat  out  with  the  (hips  in 
that  month :  for  if  they  fhould  not  fail  then,  a  very  lhort 
delay  here,  after  that  fcafon  for  going  to  India,  might  in  the 
end  make  a  difference  of  three  or  four  months  in  the  arrival 
in  that  country  :  after  the  Coramiffioners  fhould  be  named  ' 
by  the  aft  of  Parliament,  they  ought  to  have  five  or  fi< 
weeks  to  prepare  their  inftru&ions  for  the  different  govern- 
ments in  India ;  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that  this 
bill,  or  fome  other*  ought  to  pafs  without  a  moment's  lofs 
of  time. 

Mr.  Anflrutbtr  declared,  that  when  he  reflc&ed  that  the  Mr.  An. 
afiurs  of  the  Company  were  in  a  ftatc  of  anarchy  abroad,  ftruther* 
and  confufion,  if  not  bankruptcy  at  home,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion there  was  no  longer  time  for  delay.  The  grounds  upon 
which  gentlemen  would  form  their  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  bill,  which  was  before  them,  would  be  the  matters  of 
fa&  which  the  Seleft  and  Secret  Committees  had  laid  before " 
there,  and  the  reafonings  or  judgment  of  the  Houfe  upon 
thofe  fads*  Their  determinations  would  flow  either  from  a 
fimple  view  of  fa&s,  or  be  founded  on  reafonings,  or  argu- 
ments a  priori.  In  which  ever  of  thefe  ways  they  fhould 
form  their  opinions,  there  could  not  be  any  pretext  for  pro* 
craftinatioo.  The  radical  defe&s  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
India  affairs,  were  already  pointed  out  by  the  Committees. 
Thefe  defe&s  being  underftood,  and  all  the  fads  they  ex- 
pefted  being  before  them,  there  could  be  no  good  reafon  for 
delaying' the  confideration  of  bufinefs  fo  preffing  for  a  mo- 
ment, efpecially  when  they  coniidered  the  bill,  after  its  fpi- 
nt  and  tendency  had  been  canvaffed  in  the  Committee, 
might,  if  difliked  on  the  whole,  be  oppofed  on  the  third 
reading.  This  was  the  fubftance  of  Mr.  Anftruther's  firft 
fpeech  in  Parliament,  and  it  was  heard  with  great  applaufe. 

Lord  Jpjky'xti  reply  to  Mr.  Anftruther,  obferved,  that  Lord  Apf- 
althoogh  much  matter  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  the  leT* 
Committees,  and  that  they  had  aUb^pointed  out  the  radical 
dtfefts  in  the  fyftem  upon  which  this  nation  had  governed 
India,  yet  no  fpecific  proportion  had  been  fubmitted  before 
Tucfflay  lait,  whereby  thofe  defe&s  might  be  remedied  ; 
they  ought  to  be  allowed  time  to*  difcufs  a  matter  of  fo 
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much  importance,  to  weigh  its  confequences  maturely,  and 
to  take  care  before  they  trufted  the  Minifter  with  fo  much 
power,  that  it  was  not  an  engine  capable  of  undermining 
the  conftitution.  The  avowed  objeft  of  the  bulinefs  was  to 
fupport  the  tottering  credit  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  to 
prcferve  our  territorial  acquifitions  in  India,  and  to  give  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  to  the  natives  of  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  ;  to  proceed  with  indecent  hafte  in  a  bufinefs  fo  mo- 
mentous, his  Lordfhip  faid,  would  rather  refemble  the  ra- 
pacity of  plunderers,  than  the  fteady  pace  of  well  meaning 
friends. 
Mr.  Yorke.  Mr.  Torke  fpoke  againft  the  motion,  and  contended  ftrongly 
,  for  the  adjournment,  which  was  only  for  three  days. 

General  General  Smith  was  for  the  motion ;  he  entered  into  the 

South.        defence   of  the  Seleft  Committee,  which  had  been  fo  of- 
ten  abufed.     He    claimed    the    protcftion  of    the  Houfc 
againft  attacks  fo  unjuftifiable,  and  fo  vague;  that  Com- 
mittee had  been  aftuated  by  the  beft  motives,  and  they  had 
fiven  way  to  no  perfbnal  animoiities,  to  no  private  defigns; 
ut  were  aftuated  by  the  fingle  principle  of  reftoring  the 
ftate  of  Indoftan  to  the.  peace  and  fecurity,  which  was  the 
equal  right  of  all  the  human  race :  he  read  an  extraft  of  a 
letter  from  a  perfon  in  high  rank  at  Calcutta,   ftaiing  the 
general  fatisfaftion  that  the  bill  for  regulating  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  had  given  to  all  the  natives : 
this  bill  had  taken  its-  rife  in  the  Seleft:  Committee ;  and 
.though  it  was  called  General  Smith's  bill,  the  merit  of  it 
was  due  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Burke)  for  ex- 
cept fome  local  knowledge  which  he  had  imparted  to  him, 
the  whole  of  it  belonged  of  right  to  the  right  honourable 
member  himfelf.     As  to  the  Maratta  war,  it  was  now  fo 
odious,'  that  no  one  was  willing  to  allow  himfelf  to  be  the 
author  of  it ;  hence  fprang  the  paper  war  between  the  go- 
vernments of  Bengal  and  Bombay.     But  he  would  ftate  that 
matter  in  its  true  light     The  latter,  unqueftionably,  began 
the  war;  but  after  the  capture  of  the  detachment  that  was 
marched   over  the  peninfula   of  India,  the  war  might  be 
faid  to  have  ceafed,  for  hostilities  were  completely  abandon- 
ed ;  not  becaufe  any  peace  or  truce  had  been  concluded  ;  but 
becaufe  by  a  lingular  difpoiition  of  the  Marattas,  unexam- 
pled in  the  annals  of  Europe,  they  felt  no  inclination  to  go 
en  with  the  war :  after  this  period,  Mr.  Haftings  fent  orders 
to  Colonel  Goddard,  to  fend  certain  proportions  to  the  Ma- 
ratta  Minifters,  to  which  %  categorical  anlwer  was  to  be 
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demanded  to  be  given  in  24  hours.  The  whole  Council 
protcfted  againft  thefc  orders,  faying,  that  they  would  ine- 
vitably produce  a  war :  the  orders,  however,  were  peremp- 
tory, and  were  therefore  obeyed ;  a  war  was  the  confe- 
qnence,  who,  then,  could  be  faid  to  have  been  the  true 
author  of  it  ?  The  queftion  anfwercd  itfelf. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  imagined  that  the  point  which  wanted  mod  Mr. Je«- 
to  be  determined  was,  whether  the  bill  ought  to  be  read  a    l0  °* 
fecond  time  next  Thurfday,  or  put  off  till  the  Houfe  had 
been  called  over.     He  could  fee  but  little  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining that  point ;  for  if  the  objcft  before  them  was  inte- 
refting,  it  certainly  was  the  duty  of  every  one  prefent  to 
prolong  the  time,  Defore  its  inveftigation,  to  the  lateft  pe- 
riod.    He  ftated  the  commiffion  as  the  fetting  up  within  the 
realm  a  fpecies  of  executive  government,  independent  of  the 
check  or  control  of  the  Crown.    This  he  deemed  an  inno- 
vation on  the   conftitution,   and   therefore  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  moft  ferioufly  examined.     He  charged  the  fyf- 
tem  alfo  with  injuftice,  inafmuch  as  in  the  right  honourable 
Secretary's  opening  it  the  other  day,  he  had  rcfted  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  it  entirely  on  the  mifconduft  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral in  India ;  whereas  by  the  operation  of  the  fyftem,  the 
faults  of  the  fervanrs  were  to  be  punifhed  on  the  mailers. 
He  faid  feveral  things  refpe&ing*  the  very  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  bill,  and  expofed  the  boldnefs  of  the  men  who 
could  venture  to  propofe  a  meafure  that  threatened  fuch  ruin- 
ous confequences  to  Britifh  liberty.     But  his  chief  force 
was  direAed  againft  the   influence  which  Minifters   were 
ltkelv  to  derive  from  the  event  of  fuch  a  terrible  fyftem. 
He  laid  it  would  not  only  give  them  an  unbounded  power 
over  the  interefts  and  poffeflions  of  the  eaft,  but  render  their 
pofts  fo  formidable  as  to  endanger  the  rights  of  every  free 
Englilhman. 

Mr.  Scott  gave  the  Houfe  the  firft  fpecimen  of  his  talents;  Mr.  Scott* 
he  faid,  as  he  had  not  had  it  in  his  power  to  give  that  patient  / 
confideration  to  the  prefent  bufinefs  which  its  importance 
demanded,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  confine  himfelf  to  a  nar* 
row  view  of  the  fubjeft.  Gentlemen  who  refided  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  who  were  not  nearly  concerned  in  the  fate  of  any 
enquiry;  were  but  ill  qualified  to  give  a  juft  and  decided 
opinion  ;  for  it  was  a  very  neceffary  thing  to  confider,  be- 
fore one  could  conclude,  and  to  deliberate  maturely  before 
one  could  decide.  This  procefs  he  had  not  obferved  ;  ho 
Was  neverthcleis  clear  to  fay,,  that  the  bill  icemed  to  him  ra* 
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ther  of  a  dangerous  tendency ;  but  he  would  not  declare 
againft  it.     He  would  rather  wait  till  he  had  got  more  light 
thrown  upon  the  fubjeft ;  and  as  he  was  attached  to  no  par- 
ticular party,  he  would  then  vote  as  juftice  feemed  to  direft. 
The  two  principal  things  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  Houfc 
ought  particularly  to  enquire  into,  were,  "  whether  the  bill 
was  indeed  neceffary,  and  whether  it  was  calculated  to  anfwer 
all.  the  ends  propofed  by  it?"  With  regard  to  the  fir  it,  it  was 
the  general  opinion  of  both  parties,  that  fome  new  fyftem 
was  neceffary,  and  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  the  wifdom 
of  the  great  fenate  of  the  nation,  to  give  effeft  to  the  one 
,  now  held  forth  to  theta,  or  to  reject  it,  and  propofe  another, 
as  the  intereft  of  the  nation  fhould  appear  to  be  encreafed, 
or  dimmifhed  by  it.    Refpeding  the  Second  head,  he  could 
sot  fay  any  thing  decifive.    The  rcfearches  of  the  Hoof? 
could  a  (certain  that,  and  nothing  elfe ;  and  for  his  part,  he 
was  determined  to  add  his  endeavours,  and  to  join  iffue  in 
that  caufe,  which  fhould  protnife  the  moft  happinefs  and 
profperity  to  the  nation.     The  influeocc  of  the  Crown,  he 
laid,  had  been  much  diminifhed  of  late,  and  certainly  for 
the  two  laft  years  it  had  not  been  encreafing.    Whether 
the  bill  would  encreafe  it  or  no,  he  fhould  be  able  to  afcer- 
tain  by  Tuefday  fe'nnight.     He  meant  to  give  an  opinion 
ypon  it,  and  he  would  afore  tlie  Houfe,  he  would  form  it 
tlaboiately ;  and  when  he  gave  it,  it  fhould  be  an  honeft 
one*    He  thought  there  ought  to  be  time  allowed  for  gentle* 
men,  not  yet  in  town,  to  come  up.    Had  not  his  profeffioaal 
avocations  called  him  to  town,  he  declared  he  fhould  have 
been  ftill  in  the  country  ;  he  was,  neverthelefs,  aware,  that 
India  affairs  were  expefted  to  come  on  foon,  and  that  his 
Majefty  bad  given  the  Houfe  notice  of  it  in  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne.     But  in  that  fpeech  they  were  called  upon  to 
confider  and  deliberate ;  and  it  was  now  evident  the  Minis- 
ter, inftead  of  dcliring  them  to  confider,  meant  that  they 
fhould  conclude,  and  that  they  fhould  decide  inftead  of  de- 
liberate.   In  the  multitude  of  Counfellors,  he  faid,  there  was 
wifdom  ;  from  that  principle,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  be 
difpofed  to  join  unanimoufly  in  devifing  the  means  of  rc- 
flaring  the  power  and  riches  of  the  State, 
Mr.  Fot.         Mr.  Secretary  Fox  paid  fome  very  handfome  compliments 
to  the  gentleman  that  had  juft  fpoken,  and  expreffed  a  high 
opinion  of  his  abilities  and  his  goodnefs.     Though  he  had 
not  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  him  fpeak  before  in  that 
houfe,  yet  he  was  not  a  ftranger  to  his  eloquence,  and  did 
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not  doubt  of  .bearing  it  employed  at  all  times  on  the  fide  of 
equity.  He  could  not,  however,  forbear  taking  notice  of  a 
thitogthat  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  mouth* 
He  had  obferved,  that  before  one  could  decide,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  deliberate ;  but  how  had  he  afied  in  the  inftant 
bufincft  ?  Not,  furc,  confiftently  with  the  maxim  he  had 
laid  down  ;  for,  without  any  opportunity  of  deliberating, 
he  had  ventured  to  give  hit  decifion,  and  he  thought  with  a 
good  deal  of  pofitivenefe. 

The  honourable  Secietary  obferved,  that  he  could  fore- 
tel  what  was  to  come  from  an  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  long  before  it 
came  to  his  turn  to  lpeak.  He  well  knew  that  the  Crown 
influence,  which  was  a  favourite  topic  with  the  honourable 

gentleman  who  firft  oppofed  the  motion,  would  be  taken  up 
y  him.  He  could  not  blame  him  for  taking  up  his  friend** 
caufe,  although  he  thought  that  it  would  not  have  been  done 
in  the  manner  he  did.  To  fee  each  gentleman  acting  by  in- 
ftruftions,  and  fpeaking  what  his  friend  had  broached,  was 
rather  to  view  them  in  an  inferior  light.  He  really  thought 
that  they  were  both  able  enough,  at  leaft  they  ought  to  be 
able  enough,  to  think  and  fpeak  for  themfelves.  But  when 
he  heard  the  dofirine  of  feparating  the  Crown  and  its  Mini- 
fters, and  talking  of  them  as  divided  interefts,  broached  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  opened  the  debate,  he 
looked  immediately  at  the  iaft  fpeaker  but  one,  convinced 
that  he  would  be  the  leading  fpeaker  of  the  day,  for  that 
fuch  a  do&rine  could  originate  in  no  other  quarter.  In  fome 
reibeds,  indeed,  the  Minifters  and  the  Crown  were  diftinft 
obje&s  ;  where  the  meafurcs  of  Government  called  for  ccn- 
fure  or  punifliment,  there  the  Minifters  alone  were  refponfi- 
ble;  but  with  regard  to  npft  other  points  of  view,  nothing 
cooLd  be  fo  egfegious  as  the  endeavour  to  draw  a  diftinftion. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  in  order  to  guard  as  much  as  poffiblo 
againft  the  danger  of  encreafing  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
the  Minifters  were  loaded  with  a  refppnfibility  that  balanced 
their  power,  and  infured  to  the  people  that  no  ill  ufe  would 
be  made  of  it ;  befides,  who  were  appointed  to  check  and 
control  it  but  that  Houfe  ?  With  regard  to  that  Crown 
power,  or  rather  minifterial  power,  for  fo  they  had  abfurdly 
called  it,  he  faw  no  difficulty  in  anfwering  all  the  objections 
that  bad  been  ftarted  to  his  bill  on  that  account,  for  it  never 
was  intended  that  the  Crown  influence  fhould  be  increafed 
by  the  plan  propofed,  at  leaft  but  in  a  fmall  degree.    The 
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Right  Hon.      The  right  hon.  PP.  Pitt  replied  in  an  ironical  manner  to 
w.  Pitt,     raoftly  all  the  particulars  of  Mr,  Fox's  fpeech.   There  were, 
he  faid,  many  weighty  reafons  that  induced  him  to  reject 
and  deteft  the  bill.    The  acceffion  of  power,  which  it  would 
moft  certainly  bring  to  the  Minifter  of  this  day,  was  not  the 
lead  confiderablc  of  thefe.     He  dreaded  the  idea  of  feeing 
Miniftcrs  armed  with  an  influence  which  could  not  fail  of 
rendering  them  dangerous  t?  the  (late  :  and  he  dreaded  the 
effe&s  of  that  influence,  the  more  that  its  operations  were 
not  likely  to  end  with  the  diflblution  of  the  Miniftry  that 
poOefled  it.     Their  privileges  would  be  fo  extenfive,  as  to 
gain  them  a  party  that  no  power  could  refift,  whether  they 
were  in  power  or  out  of  power.    The  right  hon.  Secretary 
was  fo  confcious  of  the  injuftice  and  infafficiency  of  his 
plea,  that  no  fooner  had  he  affirmed  that  the  power  of  the 
Crown  and  of  the  Miniftry  were  one,  than  he  immediately 
added,  in  fome  little   matters,  perhaps,  they  might1  differ* 
We  hope,  fays  Mr.  Pitt,  they  do  differ  very  materially : 
whenever  a  Minifter  trefpaftes  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
or  of  juftice,  we  hope  we  (hall  always  be  abte  todiftinguilh 
the  Minifter  from  the  Sovereign.    The  honourable  gentle* 
man  has  been  at  pains  to  attempt  reconciling  interefts  and 
powers,  which  are  believed  to  be  different.    It  moft  be  eon- 
fefted,  that  he  has  a  very  rare  talent  at  reconciling  inoon- 
fiftencies.    The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  it  was  his 
lincere  wifh,  that  a  bill,  fo  big  with  ruin  to  the  nation, 
might  be  checked  in  its  progrefs  :  he  pledged  himfelf  to  the 
•Houfe,  that  he  would  willingly  take  the  field  with  his  anta- 
gonift,   and  difpute  every  article  that  fcemed  to  militate 
again  ft  the  freedom  and  felicity  of  his  countrymen.     He 
had  been  at  pains,  he  faid,  to  try  if  he  could  but  define  the 
reafons,  or  even  the  motives,  that  led  to  fo  new,  fo  iafolent, 
and  fo  precipitate  an  attack,  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind.    But  he  could  difcover  no  reafons  except  one, 
that  by  introducing  the  bill  at  fo  early  a  period  of  the  fcf- 
(ion,  and  hurrying  it  through  the  Houfe  without  allowing 
it  a  full  difcuffion,  he  might  obtain  the  noble  end  of  fet- 
tling the  Minifters  in  unbounded  and  abfolote  power.     He 
had  talked  much  of  the  neceffity  of  reformation  in  the  laws 
of  India :  but  reformation  did  not  feem  to  be  his  plan.     He 
did  not  feem  to  fhew  a  difpofition  to  cure  the  difeafe  by  cor- 
rectives ;  he  muft  at  once,  by  one  bold  experiment,  exter* 
minate  the  very  feeds  of  difordcr.     The  right,  he  added, 
by  which  our  gracious  Sovereign  holds  the  fceptre,  it  not 
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more  nufifpntably  confirmed,  than  that  by  which  the  Eaft- 
lodk  Company  holds  thofe  deeds,  and  thofe  territorial  and  . 
commercial  emoluments  which  the  hand  of  oppreflion  is  now 
about  to  wreft  from  them.  He  faid  he  would  not  take  the 
fenfeof  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion,  but  would  leave  the  in- 
famy of  the  intrigue  to  their  own  heads. 

Mr.  Erjkine  fpoke,  for  the  fisft  time  :  he  faid  it  was  curi-  Mr.  Er« 
oua  enough  to  hear  a  right  honourable  member  who  oppofed  kme. 
the  motion,  expreis  fuch  a  tendernefs  for  the  chartered  rights 
of  the  Company,  though  he  had  in  that  Houfe  endeavoured 
to  rob  of  their  chartered  franchifes  fo  many  eleftors  in  this 
country,  whofe  rights  to  their  franchifes  were  nearly  as  old 
as  the  conftitution.    As  to  the  right  of  the  Legiflature  to  in- 
terfere with  charters,  the  right  honourable  member  had  of- 
ten maintained  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  power  of  governing 
(»ght  to  be  eztenfive  with  the  thing  governed :  now  he 
would  leave  k  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  right  honourable 
member,    to  reconcile  his  language  this  night   with  this 
principle.    But  the  delay  was  to  be  granted  for  the  purpofe 
of  procuring  a  full  attendance  of  members ;  for  his  part, 
he  remembered  that  on  Tuefday  night  he  wifhed  to  have  ad- 
dreffed  the  Houfe  on  this  very  fubjeft ;  but  being  feated 
under  the  gallery,    and   not  being    fufficiently  acquaint- 
ed   with  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  to  know  whether   he 
could  fpeak  from  that  place  or  not,  and  not  being  able  to 
find  another  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  fo  thronged,  he  was  obli- 
ged to  defift  from  his  purpofe ;  after  that  circumftance,  he 
was  furprifed  to  hear  gentlemen  wifh  for  a  delay,  in  order 
to  procure  a  full  attendance.    But  it  was  that  gentlemen 
might  be  informed,  before  they  {hould  be  called  on  to  give 
a  vote :  here,  however,  the  right  honourable  oppofer  of  the 
motion  forgot  himfelf ;  for  if  this  was  the  real  objeft  of  the 
delay,  it  would  anfwer  no  good  end,  as  the  right  honourable 
member  was  willing  that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Tuefday  fe'nnight,  that  is,  on  the  day  after  the  call 
of  the  Houfe,  and  before  the  call  fhould  take  place.    Hence 
it  would  follow,  either  that  thofe  who  were  already  well  ao 
quainted  with  the  matter  (hould  wait  the  arrival  of  perfons, 
who,  after  all,  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  before  they 
could  have  time  to  deliberate ;  or  that  thofe  who  knew  no- 
thing of  the  matter,  might  outvote  thofe  who  did ;   and 
might  consequently  defeat  a  fyftem,  which,  for  ought  they 
knew  to  the  contrary,  might  be  moft  falutary.  He  reminded 
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thfc  Hoafe,  that  when  fitting  on  {he  honour/  dian&er,  and 
fortune  of  an  Engliihman .  laft  year,  while  ho  wis  pleading 
at  their  bar,  the  Houfe  was -counted  out;  were  the  char- 
tered rights  of  a  company  more  valuable  afcd  more  dear, 
'  than  the  peffonal  confideration  of  an  individual  ?  He  re- 
marked, that  an  honourable' gentleman  had  done  him  tho 
honour  to  lament  his  k>fs  to  the  Company  as  their  pleader  ; 
he  knew  not  that  he  defervpd  this  honour ;  but  he  aflured 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  Company  ihould  find  him 
their  counfel  and  their  friend,  for  he  confidcred  the  prefent 
bill  as  holding  out  the  helping,  not  the  avenging  hand  of 
government    -. 

M*  Aritn.  ^|r#  Ardtn  faid,  that  an  honourable  member  had  the  other 
day  taken. upon  him  the  office  of  Mr.  Fox's  panegyrift :  he 
had  extolled  him  to  the  ikies,  and  defcribed  him  as  compref~ 
iingthe  whole -globe  with  his  cemprehenixve  eye.  He  did 
not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  ail.  that ;  he  had  only  to  wilh  that 
he  could  turn  his  eye  to  the  eaft,  and  ice  to  undeceive  him- 
iclf  in  forte  inftancet,  that  feemed  to  refute  the  eficrttons  of 
hit  panegvrift.  The  honourable  Secretary  had  promifed 
them  a  tyuem  that  was  to  cftabMh  perpetually,  if  the  na- 
tion choie  it,  the  liberty  of  India,  and  to  enrich  and  ag- 
Bandize  the  fobjeAs  of  Britain  ;  he  wifhed  he  could  fee  it, 
e  faid,  there  was  a  time,  when,  if  fuch  a  propofititm  had 
been  made,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  been  upon 
a  ftage  in  the  ftreets  the  next.  He  ridiculed  the  fchetne  as 
the  moft  futile  and  frivolous  that  ever  wore  the  name  of  a 
well-digeftcd  fyftein.  What  was  it  but  faying,  <(  Leave  the 
whole  to  me  and  my  feven  afiiftants,  and  I'll  anfwer  for  all's 
doing  well."  He  declared,  he  regarded  Lord  North  as  a 
King,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  an  Emperor, 
the  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  1  The  feven  Commiffioners  alfo 
might  be  confidcred  as  (even  Emperors,  feven  holy  Roman 
Emperors,  tributary  and  fubordinate  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
Eaft.  The  advantage  of  the  fituation  in  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  meant  to  place  himfelf  was,  he  Cud, 
an  ample  recompence  for  a  ten  years  opposition. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  replied,  and  with  great  vehemence  ridiculed  and 
reprobated  die  conduit  of  oppoiition,  as  the  moft  unjnft  and 
unprecedented  ever  known  or  pracWed.  Their  arguments, 
he  laid,  were  arguments  of  the  heart,  and  not  of  the  head, 
and  therefore  were  iqcapaUe  of  aft  anfwer.  They  knew 
their  own  bafe  minds,  and  therefore  imputed  bafe  motives  to 
'    others,  when  they  could  not  arraign  the  fyftem  irfclf.    Mr. 
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Burke  talked  of  his  labours  in  watching  and  examining  the 
nature  of  the  patient's  difeafe,  as  if  he  felt  the  ingratitude 
of  thofe  who  did'npt  coafider  their  value.  He  faid  he  had 
lit  by  the  bedfide  of  the  patient  for  feveral  years,  and  now 
he  knew  the  patient's  habit  and  conftitution,  and  was  per- 
feftly  acquainted  with  the  force  and  tendency  of  the  dHbr- 
der,  and  what  was  the  fit  recipe.  Oppofition,  perfe&ly  ig- 
norant of  each,  came  and  exclaimed  againft  the  violence  of 
the  medicine.  Oppofition  faid,  thefe  botaftet  are  too  large, 
this  purge  is  too  frrong,  this  Hifter  too  broad,  you  are  going 
to  take  away  too  mqch  blood,  and  you  wilt  kill  the  patient. 
This  was,  he  faid,  the  exclamation  of  ignoranpe  and  folly,  ' 
He  alfo  reprobated  the  fcurritous  inveftives  which  they  pre- 
maturely applied  to  a  plan  that  yet  they  were  perfectly  and 
confefledly  unacquainted  with.  The  honourable  gentlemen 
(alluding  to  Mr.  W.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Grenville)  were  founding 
the  trumpet  of  alarm,  and  exciting  tumults  againft  a  fyftem 
which  would  operate  to  the  deliverance  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Wifktrfwct  anfwered  Mr.  Burke ;  and,  with  humour  Mr.  wu. 
and  ability , he  compared  the  feven  commiffioneri  to  feven  phy-  btrforcc- 
ficians  and  eight  apothecaries  come  to  put  the  patient  to  death 
ficmndum  arum.  After  laughing  with  this  idea,  he  became 
jnore  ferious,  and  faid  he  wilhed  that  in  the  end,  if  the  pre- 
lent  bill  palled,  we  might  not  fee  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  fet  up  in  India,  inftead  of  that  of  India  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  T.  Pitt  rofe  tp  reply  to  Mr.  Burke,  who  in  a  part  of  Mr.  Th©*« 
his  fpecch  had  Aarged  Mr.<5renville  and  Mr.  W.  Pitt- with  Pliu 
fnving  founded  the  trumpet  of  alarm,  and  endeavoured  to 
isrife  the  clamour  of  the  public  againft  a  fyftem,  new  indeed, 
but  neither  examined  nor  known.  Mr.  T.  Pitt  declared,  if 
lie  happily  poflefied  a  warning  voice,  he  would  endeavour  to 
make  it  heard  againft  a  bill  of  ft)  alarming  a  nature  in  the 
remoteft  corners  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smitb9  jun.  ftated  the  fituatton  of  the  Com  pa-  Mr.  Sam. 
ny't  affairs  from  a  paper  full  of  figures  apd  accounts,  with  SmiUl* 
a  view  to  overthrow  Mr.  Fox's  ftatement  on  Tuefday  laft. 

Commodore  JobnftonttoA,  he  underftood  it  would  be  on-  Com.  John* 
to  divide  the  Houfe,  after  what  had  fallen  from  an  ho-  ftone* 
nourable  gentleman  below  htm  ;  and  yet  he  knew  not  how  to 
aft,  as  he  had  given  his  word  to  feveral  f  ndfa-ftpek  proprie- 
tors that  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Hdufe,*  in-order  to  af- 
certain  how  the' Chairman  of  the  £ aft- India  Compaay  and 
*hc  Dirp&on,  that  were  members  of  &a*  Houfe,  would  di- 
1  N  2'     "  vide. 
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vide.  If  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  meant  to  fupport'fuch  a  bill  as 
that  in  progrefs,  he  ought,  the  .Governor  faid,.as  a  man  of 
honour,  to  refign  his  truft,  spd  give  up  the  chair  to  fome 
Dire&or  more  zealous  for  the;;  Company 's  intereft. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  rofe,  and  pbferved,  that  the  queftion  was 
not  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  as  to  the  day 
when  it  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  time.  That  he  fhould  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  queftion ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay 
how  he  Ihould  a&  refpeftiog  the  bill.  There  were  in  the 
breviate,  read  from  the  chair  that  day,  many  things  of  which 
he  had  never  before  heard,  and  which  he  mu{t  confider  before 
he  formed  a  decided  opinion  refpe&ing  them.  This,  however, 
he  knew,  that  the  Company  flood  greatly  in  need,  of  relief* 
and  that  immediately. 

Mr.  fVilkinfon  rote  alio,  and  declared  that,  being  ftrongly 
impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Company's  diftrefs,  he  Uljxwite 
fhould  vote  for  the  queftion. 

At  length  the  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

November  21. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply  the  Land  and  Malt  taxes  were 
voted,  as  alfo  thofe  on  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry. 

When  the  Houfc  was  refuined,  Lord.  John '.Cauendj/hvoCc 
to  make  his  motion  for  a  Seleft  Committee,  to  be  appointed 
on  Wednefday  next  by  ballot,  to  enquire  into  the  illicit  trade 
carried. on  in  this  kingdom,,  to  the  detriment  of  the  revenue, 
and  report  their  opinion  thqreqrv.  His  Lordfhip  made  a/hort 
introdu£tory  fpeech,  in  which  be  dated  the  st^folujtc  nefegity 
of  adopting  fome  meafures  to  check  the  practice  of  fmug- 
gling,  whichhad  been  carried  to  an  alarming  height,  In  the 
year  174.6,  fuch  a  Committee  as  he  now  was  about  to  .move 
for  had  been  inftitutjed,  and  very  {c\ck  regulations  were 
adopted  in  confequence.  It  would  be  for  the  confideratioo 
of  the  Committee  and  the- Houfc  to  determine,  whether  vi- 
gorous  meafures  were  the  beft  calculated  to  produce  the  great 
end  of  checking  illicit  trade  :  for  his  part,  he  would  not  has- 
tily refolve  in  the, affirmative ;  but,  beyond  all  doubt,  fome 
meafures  were  abfolutelv  neceffary,  as  gentlemen  would  find, 
when  the  Committee,  if  voted,  fhould  have  made  their  re- 
port to  the  Houfc.  The  fmuggling  vefiels,  he  underftood, 
were  chiefly  manned  by  the  raoft  refolute  feamen,  fuch  as, 
during  the  war,  were  diftinguiihed,  fpr  their  contempt  of 
danger :  fuch  men  would  prefer  a  life  of  danger,  with  the 
profpeft  of  making  a  great  deal  of  money,  to  a  private  ft a- 
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tion,  wberer  Vy!isoneftin3uftry^  they  might  be  able  perhaps 
barely  to  cam  the  neceffaries  of  life*  His  Lordfhip  con- 
cluded by  making  his  motion. 

Sir  Grey  Ceoper  feconded  it :  he  faid  that  much  information  Sir  Grey 
might  be  had  by  the  Committee,  if  the  Houfe  fhonid  agree  Cooper. 
to  the  motion,  from,  the  two  great  Boards  of  Cuftoms  and 
Excife:  directions  had  been  given  to  each  of  them  at  the 
beginning  of  th*  autumn  by  the.  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  to 
collect  jas  much  information  as  poffiblo  on  the  fubject  of 
fmnggting  :  one  of  tfccfe  Boards  had  already  made  a  report^; 
and  IS  nnderftqod  the  other  was  in  great  forwardness.  From 
the  one  that  had  been  made  it  appeared,  that  all  along  the 
coaft  of  England, ,  from  Yorkfhire  to  the  Land's  End,  there  * 

were  employed  in  the  Smuggling,  128  vefiels*  carrying  from 
8  to  28  guns  each  ;  that  befides,  thefe,.  there  were.  150  of  a 
fmaller  fizc,  which  carried  uo  guns.  It  appeared  alfo,  that 
on  the  weftern  coaft  it  was  cuftomary,  when  a  faraggling 
cotter  hove  in  fight,  for  a:  body  of  men,  fometimes  §00  in 
number,  .to  wait  for  her  on  the  coaft,  and  take  charge  of  the 
cargo  when  it  was  landed ;  thefe  men  had  fometimes  in  wait* 
ing  40  waggons,  which  were  loaded  with  the  fmuggled 
goods,  and  efcorted  into  the  country  by  thefe  800  men  :  the 
goods  were  afterwards  circulated  through  tho  country  .with 
permits,  fome  of  which  were  forged*:  and  others  obtained  by 
collufion  with  merchants.  '  This*  was  a  crying  evil  which 
called  fQr  a.  remedy,  wbich.i*.  bopfcd  the  Committee:  would 
be  able  to  difeover.  -  > 

Sir  George  Tinge  (aid,  that  no  one  doubted  of  the  exiftence  Sir  George 
of  the  evil  of  frnuggling,  or  even  of  the  extent  to  which  it  Yongc' 
was  carried  on ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  fo  much  information 
on  the  fubjeft  that  was  wanted,  as  a) plan  for  remedying  an 
evil  which  tvery  one  knojp 9  to  exift  to  an  alarming  degree. 
Many  plans,  he  knew^  hard  beejp  fuggqfted  to  the  Treafury 
.by  large  bocfcsof  refpefiable  merchants ;  and  among  them, 
poffibly,  focnetbing  ufef ul  <*ni$ht  be  difcovered;  and  there- 
fore he  wifhed  thefe  plans  might  be  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee* .,.'.*.''. 

Lord  Jebntavtnd'ijh  faid,'  it  would  be  of  very  little  ufc  to  £ord  Jj*£ 
lay  before  the  Committee:  the.,  various  plans  that  had  been  lvcndlft# 
fuggefted  to  him  ;  he  was  fure  a  cart  could  not  contain  them 
all ;  ant)  he  could  allure  the  Houfe,  that  very  many  of  them 
were  unworthy  the  atteotiod  of  the  Houfe :  every  one  knew 
that  there  were  fcbeaHnguuKlridpals  without  number,  -  whofe 
heads  were \fifafied  more  with  prpjefis  than  brains;  gentle* 

men 
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-  men  would  therefore  eafily  conceive  thatritfo*  pfodnfticfflt  of 
fuch  men  rouft,  in  moft  inftances,  be  chimerical.  :    • 

Sir  George       Sir  George  Tonge  faid  it  had  never  entered  into  his  head  to 
YoD4**       call  for  fuch  plans  as  fuch  projeftors  might  propofe ;  what 
he  wanted  to  have  laid  before  the  Committee  were  the  plans 
ftsit  to  the  TVeafury  by  targe  bodies  of  readable  men  in 
tirade* 
Sir  Grey  v  ,     Sir  Grey  Coop*  obferved,  that  ai  theOeromittec  wMtdhtfte 
Cooper.       |he  ^A  powers,  they  would  be  ar liberty  to'cali  for  what 
papers  they  pic  a  fed.   •  The  Speaker  put  the  qtieftioo,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  any  opposition. 
Lord  Ma.      ;  Lord  Mabott  tailed  upon  the  Speaker  for  his  'opinio*  en  a 
*°a*  point  of  order.   'Notice  had  been  given  by  ao  honourable 

gertrbman,  member  for  London,  (Mr.  Alderman  Newn- 
.  ham)'  that  he  would  move  (bine  day  after  the  holidays  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Receipt-tax  aft.    Leave  had'  b*ca  fincc  given 
*o  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  that  aft :  the  queftfata 
therefore  that  he  bad  to  put  to  the  Chair  was  this  —  "  If  the 
bill  for  explaining  and  emending  the  Receipt  aft  ihooM  pafs 
this  feffion,  would  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  admit  a  bill  for 
repealing  the  tax  kfclf  to  be  brought  in  this  fame  feffion  }n 
The  Spei.    .   The  Speaier  faid,  that  as  the  whole  feffion  was,  in  the  eye 
kcr-  of  law,  only  as  one  Jay,  the  order  would  not  foffer  a  bM  to 

be  brought  in  for  ike  purpuric  of  repealing  an  aft  paffed  the 
lame  feffion :  the  reafon  was,  that  it  could  not  be  fuppofed 
that  anv  affembly  would- piake  and  urnnalce  a  law  in  thfc  fame 
day.  It  was  the  fame  with  a  bill  for  explaining  and  amend- 
ing an-  aft ;  for  as  fuch  a  hilt  moft  be  fuppofed  to  fortify  and 
confirm  the  aft  in  every  part  which  it  did  not*  alter,  fb,  if 
fuch  a  bill  lhould  pais  into  a  law,  the  ordet  of  Parliament 
would  not  fufFer  anotfcef  bill  to  be  brought  in  the  fame  feffion 
for  repealing  the  former  aft  fo  amended  *and  explained  ;  and 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  lie  had  Hated  in  the  former  cafe. 
And  therefore,  if  any  one  wifhed  to  have  the  Receipt  tax  re* 

Ended  this  feffion,  he  would  inform  fuch  perfon,  that  if  the 
U  ordered  in  by  the  Houfe,  to  explain  and  amend  the  aft 
by  which  that  tax  was  impofed,  ihould  pals,  he  would  find 
hirnfclf  precluded,  for  this  feffion,  from  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax. 
Lord  Ma.        Lord  Mmbtm  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Chair  for  the  opt* 
huu  aion  that  he  had  juft  heard  from  it ;  and  then  reminded  gen-* 

tlemen,  that  all  thofe  who  wifhed  for  the  repeal  of  the  Re- 
ceipt tax  would  of  couffe  be  obliged  to*ppofe  the  bill  moved 
for  ycftcrday  by  the  noble  Lord,  (John  Cavcndiih)  or  cHe 

they 
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tky  rauft  wait  for  another  feffion  before  their  wiftT  could 
poffibly  be  accomplifhed. 
The  Hottfc  role  ate  half  paft  four  o'clock. 

November  24. 

Sir  Jwary  Fletcher. prefented  a  petition  from  the  Eaff- India  slr^?ntJ 
Company  againft  the  bill  now  depending  in  Parliament  Fleu  eu 
for  vexing,  the  effefts,  ice.  of*  the  Corppany  in  Conupffion- 
crs,  and  letting  forth,  §  that  the  faid  bill  deftroys  the  contifw- 
atioo^  and  wholly  fufeverts  the  rights  and  privileges* 
granted  to  the  petitioners  by  charter,  made  for  valuable  con-, 
fiderationj,  and  .conjirmea  by  divers  a&s  of  Parliament ; 
and  that  the  faid  .bill  operates  as  a  total  confifcation  of  the 
property,  of  the  petitioner*,  by  impowering  certain  Com- 
miffiopcrs,  to  be  therein  named,  to  ieize  and  take  pofleffion 
of  all'the  lands,  tenements,  houfes,  warehoufes,  and  other 
buildings,  books,  .records,  charters,  letters,  and  other  pa- 
pers, mips,  vefiels,  goods,  wares,  merchandizes,  money, 
'  fecurities  for  money,  and  other  effcdls,  belonging  to  the 
petitioners,  and  to  order  and  diipofc  thereof  at  their  will  and 
pleafurc;  and  this  without  charging  the  petitioners  with  any 
Specific  delinquency,  or  Gating  any  juft  ground  by  which 
the  petitioners  rights  and  privileges  ought  to  be  forfeited, 
or  their  property  to  be  feized ;  a  proceeding  contrary  to  the 
mod  facred  privilege  of  Britifh  fubjefts,  that  of  being  tried 
and  coavifted,  upon  a  fpecific  charge,  before  judgment  is 
palled  againft  them,  in  any  cafe  whatsoever ;  and  therefore 
prayiogf  that  the  ads  of  delinquency  which  can  be  alledged 
agairift  the  petitioners,  or  other  juA  ground  (if  any)  for 
fttbverting  the  petitioners9  conftitutioo,  and  diverting  them 
of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  feizing  their  property,  by 
a  meafare  lb  alarmingt  and  in  a  manner  fo  extraordinary, 
may  be  ftated  in  writing*  and  that  the  petitioners  may  be 
allowed  a  reafonable  time  to  anfwer  the  fame,  and  make 
their  defence  thereon;  and  that  the  petitioners  may  be  hcarJ, 
by  themfelvcs  or  their  Counfel,  againft  the  faid  bill. 

An  order  was  made  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
This  motion  being  read,  and  permitted  to  be  prefented,  the 
honourable  Baronet  made  a  fecond  motion  in  confequenqc 
of  the  firft,  which  was,  "  that  the  petitioners  might  be 
heard  by  their  Counfel  at  the  bar  in  lupport  of  their  char- 
ters, immunities,  properties,  &c,"  This  motion  was  aifo 
agreed  to* 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas      Sir  Thomas  Davenport  faid,  he  bad  come  down  to  the 
Da?c«port.  Houfc  with  an  intention  to  move  that  the  record  of  the  con-. 
viSion  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  be  read,  add  to: fallow  up  that  mo- 
tion with  another  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  for  no  lefs  than 
the  expulfion  of  that  gentleman  :  but  iince  he  came  into  the 
Houfc,  fome  friends  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  had  applied  to  him, 
and  requefted  that  he  would  poftppne  bis  motion  for  fome. 
time,  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  rfaight  have  ariVbpjportunity,  before 
fbfevere  and  difgrac^fyl  a  punilhment  as  expulsion  ISfc'in-* 
fliflcd  oh  him,  to  make  application  to  fh'eCourt  of  ItingV 
Bench  for  an  arreft  of  judgment.  *H6  was  defirofls  tq  com- 
ply, in  fomfe'degVee,  with  the*  requeft  of  thefe  gentlertjen  ; 
burftill  he  was  norcorfVinced,  or  fatisfied^'that  Mr.  Atkin- 
fon fcrioufly  intended  to  make  application  to  the  Court,  or 
he  would  have  availed  himfelf  of  the  liberty  he  was  at  to 
move  for  a  new. trial,  within  the  firft   four  days  of  this 
term:  having  let  the  opportunity- paTs,  It  did  not  look  as  if 
he  meant  to  apply  at  all.     For  his^oWn  part,  he  was  no  vo-' 
lu'ntcer  in  this  bufinefs ;  the  Attorney- Genera!  having  vaca- 
ted his  feat,  it  fell   naturally  upon  hint  £Sir  Thomas)  as 
fecond  Counfel  in  the  profecution,  to  move'  for  the  expul- 
sion; he  wifhed  not  to  be  thought  pfreci'ptate,  and  therefore 
he  was  willing  to  allow  a  delay  of  ten  days ;  but  he  would 
not  confent  to  what  Mr,  Atkinfon's  friends  required,' a  delay 
till  the  firft  day  of  next  term  ;  nor  would  he  confent  fO  any* 
delay,  if  they  fhould  objeft  to  that  which  he  wis  willing  to 
propofe.     He  then  moved,  thattherecordofconviftion.be 
read1  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  fe'nnight,  and  that  Chrif- 
topher  Atkinfon,  Efq.  do  on  that  day  attend  in  his  place. 
Mr.  Adam.      Mr.  Adam  faid,  that  without  any  private  view  whatever, 
drany  motive  of  frfcndfhip  to  Mr.  Atkinfon,  but  merely  in 
companion  to  an  unhappy  family,  he  wifhed  that  time  might 
be  given  to  him  till  next  term,  to  appear  in  Court,  and 
urge  his  reafons  againft  the  judgment  that  had  been  given 
againft  him.    He  underflood  that  the  caufe  of  his  abfeond- 
ing,  was  merely  to  wait  the  iflue  of  a  bill  filed  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  from' Which  he  hoped  to  make  his  innocence 
appear.     In  candour,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  the  learned 
Serjeant  would  not  refute  the  time 'which  Mr»  Atkinfonfs 
friends  had  called  for. 
Mr.Wilkct.      Mr.   IVllkei  obferved,  that  as  judgment  had  not   been 
entered  up,  the  record  before  the  Houfe  was  incomplete; 
and  the  Houfe  fhould  take  care  not  to  commit  itfelf  in  a 
matter  which  might  terminate  fo  as  to  expofe  it  to  ridicule  ; 

for, 
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for  if  Mr*  s^j&pjbn  ihould  be  Able  hereafter  fo  prpve  hh 
ionoccpee,  and  fet  a&fc  the  fflcflrd,  the  Houfe,  if  it  fhoultf 
have  expelled  ,$Au  Atkjn<bn,  would  thep  have  puiiifhed  a 
man  for  a  delinquency  which. had  never  exifted.  He  inftan- 
ced  the  cafe  of  aa  Attorney,  whp  had  been  an  ofljicer  of  *h$ 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  #nd  wi>o,fvai  convi&ed  of  perjury* 
The  man  ahfeoaded  ;  bat  during  his  abfence  be  caufed  the 
principal  witnefs,  upon  w^ofe  evidence  he  had  been  convi£U 
ed,  to  be  irujiclqd  for  perjury,  aod  the  pan  was  found  ,gi»l~ 
ty.  Upon  this  the  Attor^y  reftu*  qe$l  home  ;  bat  could  not 
do  away  the  record,  becaufe  th*  time  for  moving  for  a  new 
trial  .wu  elapfed  ;  the  Court,  however,  fatisfied  of  his  inno- 
cence, potwith (landing  the  jeered  of  his  guilt,  reftored  him 
to  his  office  of  Attorney,  to  his  place  in  the  Court,  and  pub* 
licly  declared  bis  innocence*  Mr.  Wilkes  concluded  by  mov- 
ing an  amendment,  that  the  words  "  JFJiurfday  fe'ncHgb??' 
I*  left  out,  apd  the  words  •*  the  24th  day  of  January  next" 
be  iaferted  in  their  ft  cad. 

Mr.  Johnes  feconded  the  morion. 

Mr.  Ardtn  did  not  object  to  a  delay  ;  but  he  thought  jthe  Mr.  Ardejv 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  c^Uftd  ( for  .were  far  from  folid. 
Gentlemen  (aid  the  record  was  imperfect,  becaufe  judgment 
had  not  beepi  given  ;  bnt  thtf  V0#W  <be  as  good  a  reafon  for 
delay iog.the  proceeding  jfor  years :  for  as  judgment  would  be 
given  only  .^\\en  Mr*  Atkioi^n  fhoujd  appear,  fo  it  would 
coqftantjy  bo  in  his  power  to  keep  the  record  imperfect :  this 
argument,  therefore,  weighed  bat  little  with  him;  and. though 
hs  wou|d  not  refufe  a  regfonable  delay,  yet  he  e*pe£t$d  th*r 
the  Houfe  would  be  fatisfied,  that  when  a  delay  wa?  called 
for,  it  ppg  pot  for  tfte  mere  purpofe  of.  fufpending  /pr  a  time 
the  ptocpediag*  of  the  Hc*ufe,  but  with  a  real  view  to  gain 
time  to  iaake  a  ferious  application  to  the  Court  of.  King'* 
Bench. 

Mr.  Bm  Gafctyne  declared,  that  fo  far  was  he  from  defiring  Mr,  B  0«f- 
or  looking  for  delay,  for  any  other  purpofe  than  to  gain  time  €oyMa 
tor  Mr.  Atkirtfon  to  make  a  ferious  application  to  the  Court, 
that  any  fecurity,  to  any  amount,  (hould  be  given  for  this 
appearance  of  that  gentleman  on  the  firft  day  of  the  next 
term,  if  the  learned  Serjeant  would  be  pleafed  to  wait  fo 
long.  As  to  the  merits, of  Mr.  Atkinlbn's  cafe,  he  would 
toy  this,  tfyat  a  bill  having  been  filed  againft  him  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  of  which 
he  is  fuppofed  to  have  defrauded  government,  he  bad  .filed  an 
aniwer,  which  he  undtrffood  was  a  very  flrong,  aod  a  very 

Vol.  XII.  O  fatit- 
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fatisfaftory  one,  and  dcftroycd  the  idesi  of  a  fraud  on  hit  part } 
no  exceptions  Had  been  taken  to  the  anfwer ;  fo  that  the  mat- 
tef  waJ'how  in  a  fair  way  to  be  brought  to  an  iffue ;  and  by 
that  iffue  the  innocence  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  would  appear,  or 
^  his  guilt -be  confirmed.  It  was  agreed  at  the  time  of  the 
trial,  that  in  his  cafe,  if  there  was  no  fraud  intended  by 
him,  there  was  no  perjury  ;  and  confequently  if  it  fhould 
turn  out  that  the  Cburt  fhould  fee  that  no  fraud  was  intend- 
ed, the  Haufe  would  ftirefy  be  forry  to  have,  by  a  precipi- 
tate refolution,  punifhed:  a*  man  [really  not  guilty  of  a  crime. 
He  faid,  that  in  looking  for  a  delay  till  next  term,  he  was 
warranted  by  a  precedent,  as  Mr.-  Ward,  of  Hackney,  had 
been  expelled  from  that  Houfe  the  third  term  after  his  con* 
viftion. 
Mr.  Eden.       Mr.  ££„  fa^  jic  jjj  not  rjf0  t0  {pg^  to  ^  merits  or 

demerits  of  Mr.  Atkinfon's  cafe,  but  to  fet  the  honourable 
member  right  in  the  cafe  he  had  juft  ftated,  which  he  was 
the  better  able  to  do,  as  he  was  that  moment  reading  the  ac- 
count of  it  in  the  journals.  He  then  read  aloud  the  words, 
"  that —  Ward,  Efq.  having  been  convifted  of  per- 
jury this  term,  (Rafter)  refblved'  that  he  be  expelled  the 
Houfe." 

Sir  Thoi.  Sir  Tbomes  Davenport  would  not  coofent  to  a  longer  delay 
a?enpo  .  ^^  ^^  which  was  fpecified  in  his  motion.  Gentlemen  had 
faid  the  record  was  incomplete  ;  he  wifhed  to  hear  them  iky 
where  k  wa9  incomplete.  It  certainly  was  not  becaufe  fen- 
tence  had  not  betin  as  yet  paffed ;  that  was  no  ways  material 
or  neceffary  to  fupport  the  validity  of  the  record.  The  Ex- 
chequer bill  had  been  mentioned,  but  that  had  been  filed 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  recovering  the  fums  of  money  of 
which  government  had  been  defrauded.  If  by  Thurfday 
fe'nnight  a  fufficient  reafon  was  alledged,  which  to  him  and 
to  the  other  learned  Counfel  with  whom  he  a&ed,  fhould 
appear  fatisfaftory,  he  would  not  objeft  to  a  farther  delay  ; 
but  for  the  prefent  he  would  not  confent  to  any  beyond 
Thurfday  next,  Tf  the  meafure  that  he  fhould  propofe 
fhould  appear  harfh,  he  would  fay  that  public  juftice  called 
for  it,  and  the  honour  of  that  Houfe  called  for  the  fpeedy 
expulfion  of  a  perfon  who  had  been  convided  of  perjury, 
committed  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  a  fraud. 

Mr.  Eyre  Mr.  Eyre  (aid,  that  if  he  was  not  mifin  formed,  it  was  ftill 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  notwithftanding  the  lapfe  of 
the  four  firft  days  of  this  term,  to  grant  Mr,  Atkinfon  a  new 

'    trial ; 
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trial;  and  therefore  while  i I  was.  poffible  that  a  new  triaj 
fliould  take  place,  and  that  the  record  of  coqvicYton  might 
be  entirely  done  away,  he  hoped  that  the  learned  Serjeant 
would  not  prefs  the  bufinefs  with  fuch  precipitation.  He 
had  feen  printed  cafes  handed  abo*t ;  and  he  tnuft  needs  fay, 
that  if  they  contained  the  truth,  Mr.  Atkinfon's  Situation 
was  very  hard  indeed,  and  the  grounds  of  his  defence  very 
ftroog.  As  to  the  delay  of  ted  days,  he  thought  it  too 
(hort;  for,  as  Mr,  Atkinfon  was  out  of  the  kingdom,  he 
could  fcarccly,  in  that  fpace,  be  apprifed  of  the  proceedings 
ef  this  day,  and  be  In  London  before  the  expiration  of  the 
ten  days.  « 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  when  Mr.  Wilkes's  amend* 
went  was  negatived,  and  the  original  motion  carried  with* 
out  a  divifioo,  . 

Nevmbtr.  25. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Seleft  Committee, 
to  enquire  into  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  in  this  'kingdom. 
The  clerk  called  over  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Houfe,  beginning  with  thofe  of  the  county  of  Bedford, 
and  fo  on  alphabetically  to  the  end  ;  fuch  as  were  prefent 
walked  up  to  the  table,  when  they  heard  their  names  called, 
and  each  put  in  a  glafs  a  flip  of  paper,  containing  the  names 
of  15  members;  a  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  make 
up  the  numbers  on  the  ballot,  and  report  the  names  of  1  j 
©embers,  who  fbould  be  found  to  have  the  majority, 

Sir  Henry  Petcber  then  pre  fen  ted  a  petition  from  the  Di-  Sir  Henry 
reftors  of  the  £aft«Jndia  Company,  praying  that  they  might  F1«tchw* 
be  heard  by  their  Counfel,  agaiqft  a  bill  depending  in  the 
Houfe,  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-india  Com- 
pany- The  petition  was  brought  up  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
u  That  the  petitioners  refpeftively  have  been  duly  elected  and 
admitted  to  the  office  of  Directors  of  the  faid  United  Com* 
pany,  purfuant  to,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  charter 
of  the  faid  United  Company,  and  divers  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  particularly  under  the  authority  of  an  aft,  made  in  the 
13th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled, 
*  An  aft  for  eftablifhing  certain  regulations  for  the  better 
management  of  the'  affairs  of  the  Eaft-india  Company,  as 
well  in  India  as  in  Europe,*  by  which  faid  act  the  peti- 
tioners, as  Directors  of  thp  faid  Company,  are  entitled  to 
hold  their  refpe&ive  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years  from' 
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*he  time  of  their  ele&ion,  and  cannot  legally  bt  removed 
from  the  fame  without  feme  brdalh  of  duty  of  taifttfhdu£t  ia 
their  faici  offices;  and  that  the  petitioner*  are  informed,  that 
a  bill  46  depending  in  the  Houfe,  for  veftirfg  the  affairs  of 
the  Eaft-india  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  Commif- 
fionerti,  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and  the  public, 
whereby  it  is  propofed  to  remove  and  difplaoe  the  petitioners 
from  their  faid  offices  e¥  ©freftofs-  of  tfee'ftfid  Company, 
and  to  deprive  them  of  their  franchiies  add  rights,  although 
the  petitioners  are  not  thereby  charged  with  aay  fpecific  of* 
fence,  whereby  the  fame  ought  to  be,  or  can  be,  forfeited; 
and  that  the  petitioners  cannot  buffeel  the  injury  intended  to 
be  done  to  them  by  the  faid  bill,  iri  depriving  them  of  their 
rights  and  franchifes  without  joft  caufc ;  nevertheleft  they 
would  forbear  to  addrefs  the  Houfe,  if  more  imjtortaik  eorv- 
fiderations  were  not  involved  in  the  meafure  ;  but  the  petiti- 
oners owe  it  as  a  duty  to  therofelves,  fuperior  to  any  con- 
federation afic&ing  their  legal  Fights,  to  endeavour  to  avert 
that  injury  which  they  muft  receive  in  their  characters  and 

food  names,  by  their  removal  in  the  manner  as  propofed  to 
e  done  by  the  laid  bill ;  and  that  their  duty  to  their  condi- 
ments alio  requires  them  to  reprefent  to  the  Houfe,  that, 
iincc  the  16th  of  November  inftant,  a  general  alarm  and  ap- 
preheniion  of  the  defperate  ftate  of  the  Comyany's  affairs 
hath  gone  forth  to  the  public  at  large,  and  the  credit  of  the 
Company,  already  affeded  by  the  necefiary  expenditure  of 
the  late  war,  ana*  unavoidable  participation  of  the  common 
calamities  which  have  fallen  upon  the  whole  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  hath  thereby  received   a  moft  fevere  (hock;  and 
therefore   praying,     that    if    they   are  fufpefted    by    the 
Houfe  of  having  been  guilty  of  any  ails  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture, that  the  fame  may  be  fpecificairy  ftated,  a  reafonable 
time  given  to  make  their  defence,  and  that  they  may  be 
heard,    by    themfclves  or  their  Couniel,  againft  the   laid 
bill;  but,  above  all,  the  petitioners  intrcat,  from  the  jufticc 
of  the  Houfe  that  a  public  examination  may    be  immedi- 
ately made,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  fit, 
into  the  true  ftate  of  the  Company'*  circumftances,  when 
the  petitioners  hope  to  prove  the  fit  u  at  ion  of  the  Company's 
affairs  to  be  fuch,  that,  with  a  moderate  and  temporary  relief 
from  the  wildom  of  Parliament,  their  credit  cannot   fail  to 
be  firtulyreftanlifhed,  and  the  public  faith  prefcrved."     He 
moved,  as  loon  as  the  petition  nad  been  read,  that  it  lie  on 
tHc  table,  until  the  bill  to  which  u  referred  (bould  be  read 

a  fecond 
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a  fecund  time,  and  chat  they  fiiould  bd  heard  by  their  Conn*     ' 
fel  againft  it. 

Mr.  Fox  (aid,  he  did  not  rife,  to  oppofe  the  motion  ;  bat 
as  the  petition  mentioned  the  ftatc  of  their  finances,  as  if  it 
had  been  mifreprefented,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay, 
that- if,  when,  on  a  former  day,  he  itated  the  £aft- India 
Company  to  otfe  eight  millions,  he  muft  have  been  greatly 
mifconecived,  if. any  one  understood  him  to  mean  by  thisj 
that  the  Comp*rry  was  bankrupt  for  8,ooo,oool.  or  that  it 
owed  8,ooo,oool.  more  than  it  had  effe&s  to  pay  with/ 

The  r^ght  hon.  William  Pm  faid,  that  he  for  one,  and  he  *x*htH<*« 
believed  many  others,  did  underftand  from  the  right  honour-     *  **au 
able  gentleman,  that  the  Company  was  bankrupt  for  eight 
millions,  that  is  to  fay,  that  it  owed  eight  millions  more 
than  it  had  effe&s  to  pay  with ;  he  was  glad*  however,  td 
hear  that  faft  now  publicly,  and  for  the  firft  time,  difavow-* 
cd;  and  as  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Company  was  made  thd 
pretence  for  robbing   the    proprietors  of    their  chartered 
rights,  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  not  eafily  adopt  the 
moft  violent  and  unjuft  meafures,  when  the  very  grounds  on 
which  theie  meafures  had  been  ftatcd  to  be  neceffary,  were 
now  publicly  difclaimcd  and  dii avowed.     He  bad  been  given 
to  underftand  that  the  accounts  of  the  Company's  finances, 
as  ftatcd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  a  former 
day,  were  fallacious ;  and  this  was  an  aflertion,  which,  if 
he  was  well  informed,  the  Directors  were  ready  to  prove  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houfc.     He  warned  gentlemen,  therefore, 
hew  they  gave  countenance  to  a  proceeding  the  moft  arbi- 
trary, the  moft  violent,  and  the  moft  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
of  all  law,  of  any  that  had  ever  been  propofed  to  any  affem- 
bly.     He  had  heard,   from  undoubted  anthority,  that  the 
Eaft-India  Company  aflcrted,  and   were  ready  to  prove  at 
the  bar,   that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made 
omiffions  in. his  ftatctnent  of  their  affairs  to  an  enormous 
amount  indeed,  and  foch  omiffions  as  were  of  the  moft  grof* 
and  palpable  nature.    As  therefore  the  diftrefs  of  the  Com* 
pany,  and  the  difordered  ftate  of  their  affairs,  made  up  the 
aeceffity,  avowed  to  be  the  only  plea  to  juftify  tiich  a  bill 
as  that  depending,  it  behoved  that  Houfe,  in  regard  to  its 
own  dignity  and  honour,  in  regard  to  the  legal  rights  of  the 
proprietors,  in  regard  to  the  legal  rights  and  public  charac- 
ters of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  in  regard  to  the  juftice 
due  to  the  people  at  large,  to  inveftigate  the  grounds  of  the 
neceffity,  to  enquire  minutely  into  the  truth  or  tahchood  or 

the 
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tfc  floral  fa£U  ftated  to  the  .Houfe  is  conftituting  that  ne- 

ceffity,  and  to  afcertain  to  what  extent  the  ncceffity  exifted. 
That  there  was  a  ncceffity  for  Parliament  to'  interpofe,.  and 
by  foo>e  fort  of  falutary  regulation  to  relieve  and  fupport 
the  EafWndia  Company,  was  on  all  hands  admitted;  that 
there  was  a  rieccfiity  for  applying  fa  violent  a  meafurc  as.  the 
tali  then  depending,  he  very  greatly  doubted,  and  the  jEaft- 
lnd\a  Company  confidently  denied.  That  denial  they  retted 
on  the  real  date  of  their  affairs,  a  ftate  far  different  from 
that  given  to  the  Houfe  hy  the  right  honourable  Secretary, 
and  a  ftate,  the  validity  .and  verity  of.  which,  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  the  Company,  he  underftood,  apprehended 
$bey  mould  be  able  to  nuke  appear  on  the  grounds  of  onan-. 
iwcrable  .evidence.  With  regard  to  the  petition  that  had 
teen  juft  read,  he  conceived  the  Court  of  Diredors  had,. in 
tfcat  petition,  called  forth  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  two 
powts,  viz.  that  the  bill  depending,  went  to  effeft  agpofs 
violation  of  their  legal  rights,  and  that  it  implidd  an  im- 
peachment of  their  chafers  and  their  integrity,  as  Direc- 
tors of  the  Eaft- India  Company  ;  the  petition  compia'roed 
»Mo»  that  the  bill  aimed  at  effcaiag  both  thofe  points  fo  in* 
jurious  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  without  any  one  fpecific 
charge  of  delinquency  on  their  part,  that  called  for  fo  fevere 
a  puailhment,  havipg  been  previoufly  allcdged  or  proved. 
Jkfore  men  were  proceeded  againft  in  fo  violent  a.  manner, 
be  laid  they  ought  to  be  proved  to  have  merited  fuch  ven* 

Siance,  He  wifhed  it,  therefore,  to  be  underftood,  whe- 
cr  it  wa*  intended  to  give  the  Court  of  Dircftors  a  fair 
opportunity .  of  defending  themfclves,  and  difproving  the 
fiatenient  of  the  affai«  of  the  Company  that  had  been  given 
to  that  Houfe,  before  the  bill  was  farther  proceeded  in, 
government  ought  to  %  in  what  manner  they  meant  to  ad. 
and  whether  every  paper,  and  every  account  that  could  clu- 
GtfUte  the  fubjea,  would.be  permitted  to  be  fully  difcuflid. 
examined,  and  afcertained,  previous  to  urging  any  farther  a 
bill,  manifeftly  tending  to  overturn  the  legal  rights  of  tho 
Company  and  of  the  public.  He  wifhed  to  be  informed 
when,  and  in  what  manner,  the  evidence,,  with  refpeel  to  the 
finances  of  the  Company,  fhould  be  entered  into/ 

M';  -fa*  faid,  that  no  doubt  every  fpecies  of  evidenco 
would  be  attended  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  the  proper  ftage  for 
hearing  evidence  ;  the  Company's  Counfel  would  propofe  the 
mode  of  opening  it,  aad  the  Houfe  would  confidcr  of  that 

mode. 
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mode.  After  haviog  faid  this  much,  he  obferved,  that  this 
Wats  not  the  time  to  debate  the  merits  of  the  meafure  ;  but 
he  could  not  help'bbferving,  that  if  he  was  inclined  to  enter 
into  argument  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  had 
given  him  a  moft  defirable  opportunity;  for,  before  any 
meafure  was  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable 
member,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  no  plan  had  as  yet  been 
formed,  called  out  for  a  well-digefted  fyftem,  a  fyftem  that 
ihould  embrace  every  part  of  the  government  of  India  ;  de- 
claring that  no  palliative  or  half  mr afure  would  cure  the  evil 
from  which  the  diftreffes  of  the  Company  had  proceeded : 
but  now*  that  a  comprehenfive  plan  was  before  Parliament, 
the  right  ^honourable  gentleman's  language  was  altered,  and 
his  mighty  fyftem,  his  anti-palliative,  anti-half- meafure 
fyftem  was  foftened  down  into  the  more  calm  and  moderate 
proportion  of  fome  falutary  regulations* 

The  right  hon.  fV.  Pitt,  in  reply,  faid,  there  was  a  me-  Right  Hon. 
dium  between  half  meafures  and  meafures  of  the  extremeft  w«  Wtt' 
rigour.  If  was  not  necefTary  for  him  then  to  go  into  an  ex- 
planation of  what  he  had  meant  on  the  firft  day  of  the  fef- 
lion,  when  he  talked  of  palliatives,  but  he  would  venture  to 
affcrt,  that  the  man  would  not  be  difgraced,  who,  in  apply- 
ing a  remedy  to  a  cafe  of  the  greateft  importance,  fhould 
prefer  a  lenient  regulation  to  a  regulation  like  that  propofed 
in  the  bill  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  was 
confidered  by  moft  men  as  a  meafure  of  unparallellcd  vio- 
lence and  oppreflion. 

Sir  Henry  Flacber  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Court  of  s>r  Henrf 
Dire&ort  had  given  orders  that  an  exaft  account  of  their  '^a*1' 
finances  ihould  be  prepared  for  Parliament,  and  the  clerks      % 
at  the  India  Houfe  were  ufing  every  difpatch  to  obey  thefe. 
orders.     There  were   accounts  laid  laft  year  before  both 
Homes  of  Parliament,  up  to  the  day  on  which  they  were 
prefented  ;  thefe,  as  far  as  they  went,  would  give  a  very 
good  infight  into  the  affairs  of  the  Company* 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  Mr.  Burks* 
had  fo  roundly  and  confidently  aflcrtcd  that  the  accounts 
given  of  the  finances  of  the  Company  were  fallacious,  ought, 
when  he  ventured  to  make  that  aflertion,  to  be  prepared 
with  documents  that  would  clearly  prove  the  fallacy  of  the 
ftatement  made  by  his  honourable  friend  :  the  Houfe  would 
hold  him  pledged  to  prove  what  he  had  with  fo  much  confi- 
dence advanced.  He  would  warn  him,  however,  to  take 
care,  when  he  fhould  fet  about  to  colled  his  materials,  to 

take 
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takcinto  his  account  net  only  the  probable  benefits  the  .Com- 
pany might  reap  from  certain  eventual  arrivals  of  fhipt,  but 
alio  the  probable  and  eventual  debts  that  might  be*iofcu*red  ; 
and  over  apd  above  this,  he  fhould  lie  able  to  prove  that  the 
Company's  affairs  would  not  be  in  danger  of  being  brought 
any  more  into  the  diftrefs  which  made  the  ituerpofition  of 
Parliament  neceffary  on  the  prefent  occafion :  zsid  if  he 
could  not  prove  this  laft  point,  it  would  avail  little  %o  prove 
the  firft ;  and  his  falutary  meafures  would  be  of  no  ufe. 
Violent  meafures,,  and  falutary  meafures,  were  big  words  ; 
and  they  meant  nearly  the  fame  thing,  that  is  to  fay —no- 
thing. Mr.  Burke  confidered  Mr.  Pitt  as  .pledged  to  prove 
,  his  right  honourable  friend's  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs 
falfe  and  fallacious ;  and  faid,  he  might  not  find  it  Jo  eafy 
a  matter  to  do  that,  as  to  talk  of  it  in  the  rooft  vehement 
and  offenfive  language.  The-  threats  and  menaces  be  had 
held  out,  would  not,  he  allured  the  honourable  gentleman, 
JUake  the  firmoefs  of  a  man,  though  they  might  operate  aa 
bugbears  to  frighten  children.  Which  was  the  true,  and 
which  was  the  falfe  ftate  of  the  account,  remained  to  be 
v  proved,  and  could  only  be  deduced  from  a  fair  examination 

*  of  the  papers  on  the  table.     He  warned  the  Houfe,.  how- 

ever,, from  the  extreme  danger  of  trufting  too  implicitly  to 
aifei  tions  made  at  the  bar,  or  accounts  or  papers  produced 
there,  becaufe  the  Houfe  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  invef- 
tigjitc  and  deliberate  upon  fqch  evidence,  fo  as  to  enable 
them  lei  ves  to  afecrtain  what  degree  of  credit  they  de- 
fer ved. 
Mr.T.  put.  Mr.  71  Pitt  begged  that  the  Houfe  would  not  fuppofc  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  W.'  Pitt)  had  pledged  himfeif 
to  prove  the  ftatement  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary t  oo 
a  former  occafion,  to  be  fallacious  ;  all  he  had  faid  was,  that 
he  was  informed  that  the  Eaft-India  Company  could  prove 
at  the  bar  the  fallacy  of  the  ftatement.  His  right  honoura- 
ble friend  had,  on  a  former  day,  called  for  a  well-digefted 
fyftem  for  the  government  of  India;  but  it  did  not  tollow 
irom  this,  that  he  fhould  approve  of  a  fyftem  that  appeared 
to  him  big  with  violence,  and  injuftice  ;  that  he  fhould  coun- 
tenance others  in  applying  a  remedy  infinitely  worfc  than  the 
difeafe ;  a  remedy  which  would  operate  by  the  extip&ion  of 
the  patient.  He  had  faid  that  no  palliative,  no  half  aiea- 
iure,  would  be  adequate  to  the  ncceflity ;  but  it  was  by  no 
means  his  intention  to  fay  that  fuch  a  bill  ?s  this  fhould  be 
.introduced.    Before,  therefore,  jt  could  be  expefted  t<bat  a 

bill, 
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bill,  which  had  fpread  fuch  a  general  alarm,  fhould  meet 
with  the  concurrence  of  that  Houfc,  the  neceflity  on  which 
fuch  a  bill  was  declared  to  he  grounded  ought  to  be  cfta- 
blifhed  beyond  all  contradiction. 

The  motion  was  pur,  and  carried. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  faid,  that  the  Houfc  having  ordered  that  sir  Henry 
there  fhould  be  laid  before  them  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Fletcher, 
the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  motion  for  thanks  to  Mr,  Haftings,  the  order  had 
been  obeyed  ;  but  he  had  fince  difcovered  that  an  error  had 
by  accident  crept  into  it — It  was  this ;  a  paper  which  had 
been  read  by  him  (Sir  H.  Fletcher)  as  part  of  his  fpecch  in 
Ihe  Court,  was  in  the  minutes  erroneously  feted  to  have 
been  aa  official  paper,  which  it  was  not.  He  therefore  beg- 
ged leave  to  withdraw  the  minutes  that  he  had  already  pre* 
Knted  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  prefent  a  correft  copy  which  he 
held  then  in  his  hand,  in  which  this  miftake  was  re&ified. 
The  Houfe  gave  him  leave,  without  any  difficulty. 

Lord  Jtbn  Cavendi/b  gave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next  Lord  j*Kn 
day  bring  in  his  bill  for  explaining  the  Receipt-tax  aft :  and  Cot*1*** 
be  gave  this  notice,  bccaule  hp  underftood  fome  gentlemen  _ 
intended  to  propofe  the  repeal  of  the  tax  itfelf ;  and  he  was 
delirous  that  they  might  not  be  taken  unawares,  as  the  order 
of  the  Houfe  would  not  fuffer  a  bill  to  pafs  this  feffion  to  re- 
peal the  tax,  if  the  bill  that  he  Should  bring  in  to-morrow 
should  be  pnfled  into  a  law, 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnham  faid,  that  if  it  was  not  the  opi-  Mr.  Aid*. 
Jtion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  tax  (hould  be  repealed,  he.  cer-  New^bsm. 
tainly  would  not  oppofc  the  noble  Lord's  bill ;  becaufe  if 
the  tax  was  to  fubfift  at  all,  he  wifhed  it  migllt  be  produc- 
tive. He  would  therefore  take  an  opportunity,  before  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  noble  Lord's  bill,  to  colled  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houib  ivith  refpeft  to  the  tax,  by  moving  for  the 
repeal  of  it, 

filovember  26. 


Mr.  FttmmlUam  reported  from  the  Committee,  who  were  Mr.  re- 
appointed to  examine  the  lifts  of  fifteen  pcrfons'  names  to  be  wijr,M** 
the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  illicit  practices 
now  ufed  in  defrauding  the  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  moft  cflfedual  methods  of  preventing  the  fame,  and  to 
report  to  the  Houfe  upon  which  fifteen  perfons  the  majority 
fell ;  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  lifts  accordingly, 
wd  found  jthajt  the  tppjpiity  bad  fallen  ppop  the  following 

Sou  %\U  P  perfons, 
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perfehsi  vfe.  Henry  Beaafoy,  *£fd.  Ckotgt  Daobftny,  Efq„ 
Mr.  Alderrtoan  Newnharn,  Wflliam  BakW,  'Efq.  George 
Pempfirer,  Efq.  the"  right  hbtoutabW  WiMlato  &fei>,  Winch* 
coinbe  Henry  Hartley,  £fq.  Wiffiam  Hofley,'  Efq.  Richard 
Jacjcfpn,  Efq.  Han$  Sloane,  Efij.  Charles  Btetr,  Efcf  Abra- 
Karri  Rawlinfon,  Efq.  Henry  Ttfhorrrtoty  Efq.  the  right 
Honourable  Lord  Sheffield,  and  Sir  Thomas  Duiida*,  Bart, 
aiid  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  offterwafds  delivered 
it  iti  at  the  table,  where  tire  fame  was  read. ' 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr,  Secretary  Fbx  brought  lit  his  fecohd  bill  relative  to 
India;  it  Was  entitled,  «*  A  bill  for  the  ^totter  government 
0f  the  territorial  acqtnfitidus  and  dependencies  in  India.** 
The  Speaker  read  the  brtevtete  of  iHtoftf  Ac  Chair;  the 
f ending  took  upborne  tbfrrHerabte  trme,  as .the  ctales  wero 
Very  hutnerbtis.  When  the  Speaker  fat  dbwo, 
sir  Edward  *  Sir  Rihtortl  jffttty  rbfc  *  he  Aid  Vt  did  not  fheao  to  oppoft 
*ftk*        the  bill :  tliefi ;  but  he  Ml  thouglit  that  gerrtlemwn ought  to 

froceedwith  caution  in  a  meaftjre;  by  W&ch-fo  uracil  insta- 
nce would  bef  thrown  into  tfte  hands  ©F  the  Crown.  •  A  bill 
ftf  iriflrttdy'lefe  rtidmerttf1 'WWd*  ga*e  infinitely  left  iirfku 
*ftte,  had  beeti  *  oppofed  by'  fyki*  of  the  firft  arfd  heft  tnco  in 
Hits  cbdhkry,  bfecadffe  it  terAftd  tb  c'nereafe,  iHoUgh  id  a  fmall 
"Wcgree,  the  influence  oF  thi  Cto#n  ato*  ki  MKnlfter*;  if 
therefore  a  irJeafure  fhouH  ke  adopted  that  would  put  M'mif- 
teri  into  poflfeffiohof  arrester*  df  p&trohage,  fanntenfc  in 
every  fifnfe  of  the  word,  and  that  'ihtght  frt  Itieoiffequencet 

*/4/  \  tfcrtaten  the  liberties  aW'cofeltittNfoft  of  this  country,  *gen- 
tftriitn  might  then  find  ft  nttcifary  to^ooriie  acain  to  rote, 
*'  that  the  influence  or*  the  CroWn  has  eftcreafed/  is  encreak 
itojg,  and  ought  to  be  dim! nr?rW.M  '  He  wafe  ftfcdy  to  allow, 
that  from  the  prefect  (tare  of  the  Company*  amirs,  feme: 
ttrgulations  wfere  neceffary  j*  hay  pethaps  rafefe  fo,  firtce  the 
late  news  had' arrived/  fife  <#a*  ready  *Jfo  to  att0W,  that  ft 
company  of  merchants  were  not  qualified  to  «goifetA  great 
territorial  pofleffions j  taibfitU'for'tod  a  right  to  be  on  his 
,,  jgoard,,  left  the  meafures  ^ropofed  to  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of  Ahotild  prove  niiilofas  tdth*  liberty  of  ttifc  cdi&ry, 

Mr.  f  01.'  Mr.  Sjedrqtary  Fox  obferv  fed,  •  that  the  hbnodrtabte  BhrotW* 
remarks  V^ere  polhtpd/n'otugidrHt  the  Wn'Ufl^lttfnedfeuly 
limter  the  confederation  of  thjb  Houfc;  bUt  agajflft  the  otl*r 
which*  fce  ha£  the  hohbur-  td  )>ref*nta  ftwdfys  ago';  and 
frheo  th*t  bffl  fhould  tfecorrrc  tjife  ftbjeftof  (^ebirttf,  »e?  wonW 
fctKlca vour  to  defehtTft  aipfrift-  the  cSflftrttot*  bWcttWns  fktt 
"  ftiould  be-  Uried*  ^hfr^r>  4  WB>-  #1**  *'{ W  ^U^We 


(bat  it  would  -give  to  the  Crown,  it  would  be  thfc  dtfrf  of 
iu  oppofers  to>  {hoar  that  it  was  uonecefiarily  .propofed,  anjd 
that  influence  was  the  object,  and  not  an  ad vcmitiou*  circuni* 
ftance  in  the  bill*  This  ibrt  of  oppofition  was  fair  and 
parliamentary,,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  followed*  He 
hoped,  that:  no  gentleman  would  objeft  to  the  bill  iifigly* 
or  confider  it  in  a  fingle  point  of  view  j  but  that,  white  it 
was  ftated  that,  the  bill  tended  to  encrea/e  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  ihe  neoeffity  of  adopting  (bout  nseafure  rtfpeo* 
tiogthe  future- government  of  lodia  would  be  taken  into 
coafideration,  md  then  the  oueftion  with  retpe&Uo  the  in- 
fluence of  the.  Crown  would  ftand  00  its  true  grounds,  anil 
the  only  point  in  doubt  would  be,  whether  the  biH,  that 
was  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day,  encreafird.ihe 
iafluenoe  of  $hn:  Crown  in  a  manner  that  was  unnccefi?ry# 
He  was  glad*  however,  to  hear  the  honourable  Baronet  fay 
that  he  felt  the  aeceffity  of  making  fame  regulations,  and 
that  a  company  of  merchants  were  not  fit  to  govern  a  vajt 
trafiof  territorial  poieffions*  As  to  the  bill  immediate!  jf 
before  the  Howie,  its  principle  was  .dearly  unobjectionable 
00  the  (core /of. influence;  for  ib  far  from  giving  any  insist- 
ence,' this  bill  was  particularly  no  guard  againft  it;  he  pro* 
famed,  therefore,  that  there  wooid  be  no  oppofition  so  ihd 
fending  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee,  for  whatever  objeo 
tion  could  arife,  it  muft,  in.  .his  opinion,  be  to  the  provi* 
fions,  and  not  to  the  bill  itfelf;  he  was  not  Co  vain  aa  to 
iappofe  tiiat.  be  could  frame  a  bill  that  embraced  So  many 
obje&t,  and  contained  fo  gees*  a  number  of  regulations* 
which  ihoD Id. not  be  liable  ia<  many -places  to  objections;  it 
would  be  for  the  wifciom  of  the  Committee  to  make  fuoh 
alterations  uuhe  claufes  as  they  fhoold  judge  nectar  y. 

Sir  Edward  JftUy  begged  pardon  .of  the  Haul*  for  having  &r:£4*ntt 
oanfouoded  the  two  different  bilk;  it  certainly,  was  to  the  A*iey* 
bill,  which  was  not  then  before  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  tkefi 
J»4pedc.        ..  '  '■       > 

Mr.  W.  Pin  fnid,  thai  it  was  not  poflSbk  for  ham  €0  forth  Mr.W.Pltt* 
a  juft  judgment  of  a  bill  of  fucha  length,  from  the  curfory 
aaoner  in  which  it  bad  been  read.;  but  as  far  ms  he  could 
judge,  he  waa  free  to  fay  .that  the  principle  of  it  did  op£ 
ftrike  bans,  aa  beinn;  at  all  a-k&n  to  that  of  the  other  biH 
which  was  trough  tin  laft  week  by  she  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary ;  and  at  prefent  he  faw  jno.bbje&ian  to  its  going  to!* 
Cemmittec  .  However  it  could  not  be  eicpe&ed,  that  be 
feould  [iladgn bimfM  <n fapymt  i^o^any  parc*>f  it,  until 
Vt&ouM  have  read  and  well  confidered  the  whole  of  the  bill* 

Ps  Mr* 
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Mr.  Arieii.  Mr.  Ardcn  obferved,  that  the  bill  mentioned  in  various 
places,  the  Commifliojiers  to  whom  the  /Company's  affairs 
-  fhould  beihtrufted  ;  this  (hewed  that  it  depended  upon  ano- 
ther bill,  and  would  therefore  be  nugatory  and  abfard  if 
that  bill  fhould  not  pafs  }  and  it  was  not  a  matter  fo  certain 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman-  fecmed  to  Toppole,  that 
the  bill  would  pafs. 

Mr.  frx.         Mr*  Secretary  Fox  in  anfwer  to  this  obfervapon  fatd,  that 
let  the  fate  of  the  other  bill  be  what  it  might,  this  bill  would 
•not/ in  his  opinion  be  nugatory  andablurd;  the  necelfity 
•of  regulations  was  admitted  on  all  hands ;  and  let  who  might 
'be  entrufted  with  the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
:thefe  regulations  would  .be  necefTary ;  he  therefore  wifhed  the 
bill  might  be  gone  through  asfpeedily  as  poffible  ;  nay,  that 
it  might  be  paited  even  before  the  other  bill ;  and  therefore 
care  -  might  be  taken  in  the  Committee  to  infert  a  claufr, 
which  fhould  declare,  that  let  the  government  of  the  Com- 
pany be  in  whom  it  might,  whether  Diredors  or  Commifli- 
oners,  the  powers  given  by  this  bill  fhould  reft  in  them* 
With  fuch  a  claufeas  this,  the  bill  would  not  be  dependent 
upon  any  other j  and  would  be  complete,  though  the  other 
fhould  he  loft.     (Mr.  Pitt  nodded  approbation)  ,  He  owned 
for  his  part  he  wifhed  it  to  proceed  with  as  much  difpatch 
as  poflible ;  but  at  he  was  not  vain  enough  to  think,  that 
*ny  bill  he  could  fabricate  would  be  perfeA,  or  that  a  bill 
^containing  fo  large  a  number  of  various  regulations,  "would 
not  call  for  much  difcuflion,  and  even  foroe  alteration,  he 
certainly  would  give  due  time  for  gentlemen  to  con£*!er  the 
fubjed.     An  order  was  then  made,  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
and  read  a  fecond  time  on  TuefiJay  next. 

Lotd  John       Lord  John  CatnmSJh  brought  up  his  bill  for  explaining  the 

cuvcwtiA.  Receipt-tax  a&,  and  for  indemnifying  fuch  as  might  have 
incurred  penalties  Under  it.  It  was  immediately  read  by  the 
Speaker.  H 

U.M«hon,  Lord  Mahon  fajd,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  bill, 
if  in  the  indemnifying  claufe  the  noble  Lord  would  confent 
to  admit  words  which,*  after  faying,  that  "  whereas  doubts 
hare  arifen,"  &c.  fhould  declare  that  in  faft  no  penalties 
had  been  incurred  under  the  former  aft.  {His  Lordfhip  was 
anfwered  fn  a  low  voice  acrofs  the  Houfe,  that  this  might 
be  fit  matter  for  the  coofideration  of  the  Committee,  when 
the  bill  fhould  be  before  it.] 

Mr.  Ardsn.     Mr.  Ardcn  wiihing  to  vindicate  himfelf  againft  Oiifrepre* 

fentttion,  and  defend  the  profcffiraal  opinion  he  had  for- 
merly 
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merly  given  on  the  fubjtft,  went  into  a  long  detail  of  <juo- 
titioos  from  alt  the  ftamp  afts  down  from  William  and  Ma- 
ry to  the  prefent  day%  He  faid,  that  in  the  manner  the 
prefent  bill  was  worded,  it  would  leave  the  doubts  it  was 
brought  in  to  explain,  precifely  in  the  fame  fituation*  He 
repeated,  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion,  viz.  that 
if  the  tax  upon  receipts  was  to  ftand,  it  was  every  way  pro- 
per that  a  bill  to  make  it  productive  and  effe&ual  fhould  be 
patTed.  Mr,  Arden  adverted  alfo  to  what  had  on  that  day 
paired  relative  to  die  fweeping  claufe,  at  the  end  of  the  bill, 
aod  declared,  he  had  not  then  faid  he  gave  an  opinion  with- 
out having  read  the  whole  of  the  bill,  but  he  had  afierted  at 
that  time,  what  he  would  aflcrt  as  a  lawyer  again  and  again, 
that  as  the  claufe  was  worded,  it  did  not  call  for  his  confide* 
ration  in  the  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  cafe  that  had  been 
ftated  to  him.  Mr.  Arden  after  this,  obferved  upon  the 
impropriety  of  inferting  general  claufes,  which,  without 
once  mentioning  the  word  penalty,  were  meant  to  have  re- 
ference to  the  penal  claufes  of  former  afts.  He  ftated  mi- 
nutely 10  the  Houfe,  the  particular  fort  of  penal  claufe  ufed, 
and  urged  the  neceffity  of  inferting  a  fpecinc  penal  claufe  in 
each  (lamp  aft,  dciigned  to  operate  as  a  penal  ftatutc.  x 

Lord  Job*  C*utndijh  replied,  that  what  the  learned  gen-  £01*  H* 
tlcman  had  faid  might  be  true ;  he  was  certainly  a  much  bet-  4?cfi4jflu 
ter  judge  in  profeffional  matters  than  he  was;  he  would 
therefore  hope  for  his  ailiftance  in  the  Committee  to  word 
the  bill,  fo  that  it  fhould  meet  the  objed  for  which  it  had 
been  brought  in.  Perhaps  the  obfeurity  might  arife  from 
this  circumftance,  that  there  were  too  few  words  in  the 
bill ;  this  was  probably  the  cafe,  as  the  learned  gentleman 
contended  that  though  a  claufe  in  the  aft  now  in  force  faid 
that  all  matters  aod  things  contained  in  former  a£h  relative 
to  ftamps,'  fhould  be  adopted  in  that,  ftill  no  penalty  cou!4 
be  incurred  under  this  claufe,  as  the  word  Penalty  was  no* 
cxprefled  in  k,  or  the  import  of  the  word  conveyed  under 
the  general  terms,  all  Matters  and  Things.  If  the  bill  was 
faulty  in  not  having  a  fufficient  number  of  words,  this  wae 
fomewhat  extraordinary,  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  learned  profeffion,  who  in  general  are  not  ac- 
cofed  of  being  overfparing  of  words* 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  objected  to  the  prefent  bill,   becauie  he  Sir  CmS 
thought  it  tended  entirely  to  change  the  nature  of  the  ope*  WrV- 
radon  of  the  tax,  as  ftated  laft  year,  inafmuch  as  it  was 
then  declared,  that  the  perfba  who  held  the  receipt  in  bis 

poficfEon, 


*  »  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1 783. 

poSeffion,  was  to  pay  the  ftamp  duty ;  whereas  now,  by  in- 
-flr&inga  penalty  upon  the  receipt  writer; 'if  he  wrote  upon 
mftemped  paper,  i tf  threw  the  onus  upon  htm.  Sir*Cecil 
faid,  he  confidcred  the  bill  to  have  been  brought  in  rather  at 
a  bill' of  indemnity,  than  a  bill  to  explain  and  alter  the  ope* 
ration  of  the  tax,  and  therefore  he  fhould*  oppofe  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  was  calculated  to  produce  foch  an  effcft. 
Blr.  Cbke.  Mr.  Coke  (aid,  that  the  tax  itfeU  was  greatly  difltked  in 
the  trading  town  that  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  (Not* 
'tingham)  where  there  was  not  a  fingle  (hopkeeper  wbo  did 
not  execrate  it.  He  was  aware  that  no  man  ought  to  move 
for  the  repeal  of  a  tax,  who  was  not  prepared  with  another 
%  to  replace  it ;  for  his  part,  he  was  prepared  with  one  or  two 
taxes,  which  he  was  fare  would  be  found  produdive,  with- 
out being  burdenfome;  and  he  was  ready  to  communicate 
them  to  the  noble  Lord^  if  he  would  honour  him  with  a  con- 
ference on  the  fubjeft.  Mr.  Coke  farther  faid,  he  objected 
to  the  bill  that  had  been  brought  in  that  day,  for  the  very 
fame  reafon  as  that  urged  by  the  honourable  Baronet  oppofite 
to  him  (Sir  Cecil  Wray)  viz.  becaufc  it  tended  to-  change 
the  operation  of  the  receipt  tax,  as  it  had  been  originally 
declared  by  Government  to  he  intended,  and  tdrew  the  ex- 
pence  of  tic  ftamp  on  the  receipt, giver,  and  not  the  receipt 
-holder. 
LoFdJfthii  Lord  John  Cavtn&jb  in  reply  to  this  faid,  he  meant  the 
Cateodiih.  new  bill  to  have  a  very  different  effed,  and  to  ftrengthen  and 
coerce  the  Operation  of  the  tax,  as  it  was  originally  intended. 
The  perfon  who  was  to  hold  the  receipt  was  by  this  bill 
obliged  to  furnilh  the  ftamp,  and  if  he  called  upon  a  perfon 
to  fign  a  receipt  unftamped,  that  perfon  was  enabled  to  re- 
fufe,  and  make  this  ftrong  reply :  "  You  cannot  expeft  me 
to  fign  my  name  in  fetch  a  manner  as  will  render  me  liable  to 
•  penalty  of  five  pounds,"  An  order  was  made  for  the  fe- 
oond  reading  of  the  bill  on  Wednefday  next. 

General  Smith  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  condtded 
hr  Madajee  Scindia,,  between  the  Governor  General  nod 
Council  of  Bengal,  and  the  Mahrattas.  The  paper  waa  **• 
dcred ;  and  the  fiotrfe  adjourned  at  Ave  o^dock* 

xWVtmDCT  St  J* 

Iflx.  fix  moved  for  copies  of  yanous  application*  from  the 

jDtpeAots  jq{  the  Eaft-Iodia  Company  to  the  l^qfe  tf  fbfi 

Tfctfuqfc  {dative  to  thje  fUtc  of  the  te*Mt»,        .     ^ 

Urd 


A.tyfy  t>   E    B    A   T;  E    S»  u% 

Lord  Jlfslm  U\47  that  either  the  papers  moved  fpr  weteu.  Mabo*. 
neceflary,  or  they  were  not;  if  they  were  not,  he  could, 
not  conceive  why  tbeV  were  moved  for;  and  if  they  wcre^ 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  was  highly  culpable  for  not* 
ha  wag  moved  for  them  at  an  earlier  day,,  that  the  Houfe 
might  have  had  time  to  confidrr-ef  them. 

Mr.  Jar  laid,  he  did  not  think  the  papers  he  moved  for*  Mr.  F«* 
abfolutdy  oeceffary  ;  hut  ft  ill  they  would  be  found  ufeful  ; 
for  though  the  EafU  India  Company ,  batf.  laid  befote  thtf 
Houfe  ai>  admirable  papfcr,cQnuiniggtheftate  of  tbeir  finan- 
ces, he  hoped  to  he  able  to  ftate  fome  very  ftrong  exceptions 
to  variouf  fuow  mentioned  in  it*  to  the  amount  of  Aolefi 
thaa  12,000,000!.  fterling. 

Lord  Mabo*  dc fired  gentlemen  would  indcrftand  that  the  IxU!»» 
right  honourably  Secretary  flood  pledged  to  proye  errprs  in 
the  account  bid  beibxe  the  Houfe,   to  the  aimeunt  pf  twelY$ 
million  '  ''.'',. 

Mr.  jfcr  faid,  he  had  pledged  hisnfeif  to  no.  fuch  .tbiiig;  Mr,  Ft* 
bat  he  flood  pledged  to  flare  executions  to  ^hic  Cpmpan^a 
ftatement,  as  well  to  fums  arlmittfid  ip  their  .credits^  as  omit- 
ted in  the  debt  of  their  account,  .to  the  amount  of  twelve 
million*,.  He  would, no^t  fay,  that  the  exceptions  he  fhould 
ftatc  would  carry  coo  virion  to  the  mind  of  every  gentle* 
man ;  but  he  would  declare  freely ,  th/u  they  were  convincing 
tohiau 

The  raotioa  ^a*  carried;  and  the  papers,  which  had  been 
prepared  be&jw:  ,h^nd>  wexe  immediately  Uidupoft  the  tahlf 
by  Mt^Sbsridan^ 

Lord  Nertb  ifi'xd  he  had  a  motion  to. make,  .which fie  was  UM 
fore  pouid  qoUaJtf ,  npa^y  ,time,  or  he,  would  not  propofe  it 
oo  a  day^whea  other ^ifinds  of  the  greateA  magnitude  wa$  tq 
come  on*.  The  motion  he  intended  to  mate,  might  be  corf* 
derrd  u  jnerc  matter  of  coutfc;  for  when  the  Papvtmtnt  ha4 
repealed  the  6th  of  Geo*  I,  andop  the  copfequent  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  Legiflattire  of  Ireland,  gentlemen 
might  naturally  farpfipr,  $a{  fome  f?ar  Aef  regulations  would 
flcctfiirilv  flow  fiop)  tha*  event,  The  Ppfl  Office  of  Irejapd, 
^hich  had  huhtftor  bceri  anrrered  to  that  of  England^  nmft 
now  be  entirely  feparated  from  it|  and  a  mode  mtrft  bfe 
adopted  to  fettle  tbepofUgeof  letters  between  the  two  king* 
foms.  On  this  point  it  was  neceflary,  that  in  point  of  Tcve- 
aoe,  eiph  ifhould  receive  according  to  the  labour  done  bjr 
each •  and  as  England  would  hare  more  labour  in  the  trans- 
port of  'fetter*  dittoed  to  Ireland,  of  wurfe  thtEngfiih  FoA 

•         ■  ?      .     -:        •       Oft* 
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OfBcc  would  be  fairly  entitled  to  the  greateft  profits  :  as  to 
the  pottage  to  and  from  the  interior  parts  of  each  kingdom, 
the  profits  would  unquftionably  belong  to  the  Poft  Ofncc  of 
each.  The  only  labour  that  the  Poft  Office  of  Dublin  would 
Save  with  the  letters  fent  from  England  would  be  in  the  dis- 
tribution ;  and  for  that  trouble!  feme  compenfation  might  be 
expeftcd.  As  to  the  carriage  of  letters  from  Ireland  to  En- 
gland, fome  profit  might  certainly  be  made,  if  Ireland  fhould 
Keep  packet  boats  employed  for  that  purpofe;  but  as  it  might 
sot  appear  neceifary  that  both  offices  fhould  keep  packets  in 
their  pay,  a  proper  compenfation  ought  to  be  made  to  that 
of  Ireland,  if  it  fhould  forego  the    advantage  of  having 

Jackets  of  its  own.    The  motion  he  intended  to  make  was, 
or  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  this  fubjeft :  in  that  bill,  pow- 
ers would  be  riven  to  Poftmafters  General  of  England,  to 
cede  to  the  Poftraaftcr  General  of  Ireland,  the  buildings, 
Sec  of  the  Poft  Office  in  Dublin,  which  are  at  prefent  veiled 
in  the  former.    As  Ireland  rauft,  in  future,  as  far  at  the 
poftage  of  letters  is  concerned,  be  confidered  as  a  foreign 
country,  Englifh  franks  would  of  courfe,  no  longer  pafs  in 
that  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  even  newfpapers  could  no  lon- 
ger pafs  free :  however  as  fuch  papers,  votes  of  either  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  or  the  like,  might  not  be  thought  proper 
objefts  of  taxation  in  that  way,  the  poftage  night  be  rated 
very  low,  fuch  as,  for  inftance,  a  penny  for  each,— —It 
would  be  provided  in  the  bill  that  certain  officers  in  Ireland, 
in  public  departments,  fuch  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Secre- 
.  tary  of  State,  anjl  others,  fhould  have  a  privilege  of  fend- 
ing their  packets  free  of  poftage.  Thefe,  he  faid,  were  nearly 
all  the  points  which  the  bill  he  intended  to  move  for  would 
embrace.     His  Lordlhip  concluded  with  a  motion  for  leave 
fo  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulating  the  poftage  and 
carriage  of  letters  between  Great  JJritain  and  Ireland,    Th* 
potion  palled  without  any  debate. 

E  A  S  T-I  NDIA     BILL, 

Mr.  Secretary  Fqx  then  moved  for  the  fecond  reading  o  f 
the  bill  for  veiling  theefie&s,  &c.  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
.  pany  in  Commifljoocrs. — The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  the 
hill  was  read,  as  were  alfo  the  petitions  from  the  Courts  ot 
Proprietors  and  Diredors  of  the  Eaft-Jndja  Company1 — and 
their  Counfel  were  then  called  to  the  bar.  Mr.  Rous  and 
Mr.  Dallas  appeared  for  the  Proprietors;  and  Mr.  Hafdinge 
jfad  Mr.  PIgmcrXor  the  Court  jot  I^rC&ors. 


a.  1783.  f>  e  S  a  *r  fe  §.  tti 

Mr.  Rtais  infifted  on  the  itvjuftice,  the  diihonctar,  the  lift-  Mr.  Rwh 
policy  of  violating  public  faith,  and  invading  private  pro- 
perty.   The  management  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  to 
be  torn  from  themfelves,  and  vefted  in  the  hands  of  a  dark 
tfsbal,  tinder  an  influence  that  might  *be  very  unfavourable 
to  their  interefts.     This  was  defpotifm,  and  defpotifm  was 
by  00  means  favourable  to  commerce,  which  required  li-    . 
berty  and  fecurity.     It  was  faid  the  Company  was  in  a  ftate 
of  banfcftfptcy  aid  ruin,  affd  Parliament  interfered  to  pro- 
traft  the  evil  day  that  was  to  confummate  the  ruin  of  both 
the  Company  and  the   nation.    He  admitted  that   a  cafe 
might  exift  in  which  the  Legiflature  ought  to  interfere  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  ftate,  and  facrifice  a  part  to  the  good, 
of  the  whole  ;  but  was  the  prefent  fuch  a  cafe ?  If  the  Com- 
pany were   bankrupts,   if  they  were  in  danger,  and  their 
probable  ruin  likely  to  ruin  the  nation,  he  would  be  fiient, 
and  deplore  xht  hard  neceffity  that  demanded  their  downfall 
Be  joined  the  Houfe  upon  that  fad,  and  undertook  to  pfove, 
fy  afcdoubted  evidence,  that  (he  affairs  of  the  Company 
were  in  no  other  fituation  than  that  which  the   common 
courfe  of  events,  and  the  natural  order  of  things  would  ren- 
der flourifhing.     *The  war  had  occafioned  great  experices  to 
the  Company,  but  peace  had  been  eftablifhed  with  the  Mah- 
rattas,  and  fuch  favings  would  be  made  as  would  pay  off  all 
the  arrears.     Onr  fuccefies  in  the  Eaft  had  redeemed  our  lot- 
fa  in  the  Weft,  and  furoifhed  the  price  of  peace.     He  de  • 
fcribed  the  fitaation  of  onr  affairs  in  India,  and  concluded,  . 
that  tbert  was  no  apprehenfion  of  danger  of  any  kind,  but 
the  greateft  profpeft  of  peace  and  profperity.     He  placed 
the  danger  arifiog  from  fuch  a  precedent  as  would  be  eftab- 
lifhed by  the  bill,  if  it  fhould  pafs,  in  a  very  clear  and  ftrik- 
ing  light;  and  affirmed,  that  if  fuch  in  f raft  ions  of  public 
faith  fhould  beconhe  familiar,  Parliaments  might  be  continued 
by  way  of  form ;  but  fa&ion,  cabal,  influence  Would  fer- 
tile laws  at  defiance,  and  trample  upon  all  property  and  jtr&» 
•ice.     For  what,  he  alked,  wm  better  fecured  *o  any  man, 
than  the  property  of  the  Company  was  fecured  to  them  by 
dttftftflt  a£ts  of   Parliament,  which  he  pointed  out.     He 
concluded,  as  he  had  begun,  ivifh  (hewing  the  general  im- 
portance of  the  bill  that  was  now  agitated  :  and  that  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  fhould  that  bill  pafs  into  a  law,   would 
only  be  the  fkft  Vi&im  to  faction,  and  a  fpirit  of  tyranny* 
Mr.  Rous  produced  (we  papers  of  accounts,  the  one  a  State- 
Vh.  XII.  Q^  mmt 
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ment  of  the  Company's  affairs,  (hewing  the  amount  of  their 
debts  and  property  ;  and  the  other  an  Eftirnate  of  the  Com- 
pany's receipts  and  payments,  up  to  March,  1786.  ^od 
he  called  Mr.  Nicoll,  Accomtant,  and  Mr*  Annis,  Audi- 
tor of  Indian  accounts,  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the 

papers.* 

Mr, 

*  As  Mr.  Fox  Jlated  obje&ions  to  ihefe  accounts,  and  they  became  thefubje& 
of  ptuch  debate,  we  lay  them  before  our  reader sm 

State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Eafl- India  Company  in  England,  on  the  -t?th  of 
November,  17 83,  and  according  to  the  lateft  Advices  from  their  Settlements 
abroad.  ' 

The  capital  dock  of  the  Company  confifts  of  i,8oo,oool.  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietors into  the  Company's  treafuiy,  being  after  the  rate  of  87  and  an  half 
percent,  upon  the  Aim  of  3,200,0001.  fubfcribed,  which  is  the  amount  of 
the  nominal  capital.  The  Proprietors  are  liable  to  a  call,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  General  Court,  for  the  remaining  n  and  an  half  per  cent*  upon  the  Aim 
fubfcribed,  amounting  to  400.000I. 

DEBTS  DUE  BY  THE  COMPANY. 

TO  the  proprietors  of  the  ftock,  called  Eaft-  India  Annuities, 
for  the  capital  thereof,,  being  fo  much  borrowed  by  the  Com- 
pany to  enable  them  to  make  the  loan  to  government  of 
4,ioo,oool.  mentioned  in  the  e  contra  of  this  account.  Thefe 
annuities  at  prefenf  fell  at  about  5  5  per  cent,  at  which  rate  they 
are  worth  only  1,645,8421.  but  the  fum  received  for  them,  and  £. 
which  bears  intereft  at  3  percent,  per  annum,  it        ■  ■  1,992,440 

The  Company's  bonds  circulated  in  England  by  authority  of 
parliament,  grounded  originally  on  the  aforefaid  loan  to  govern- 
ment. The  fum  permitted  to  be  fo  circulated,  has  from  time  to 
time  been  varied  by  parliament :  at  prefent,  the  amount  ftands 
limited  to  two  millions.  The  principal  of  each  bond  may  be  de- 
manded on  Ax  months  notice,  and  by  the  cuftom  of  the  Company, 
the  bonds  on  which  fix  months  intereft  are  due,  are  received  at 
calh  in  payment,  for  goods  bought  at  the  Company's  fale*.  The 
ill m  at  prefent  in  circulation,  is  ■  ■    ■  ■  »     ■■  2,716,115 

Befides  bonds  paid  in  for  goods  bought,  which  are  dated  as  . 

part  of  the  cafli  on  the  other  Ade  of  this  account  ■■         * $0,575 

To  old  bonds  called  in,  but  which  have  not  been  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  on  which  intereft  has  ceafed  ■  _  u>59» 
To  government,  for  cuftoms  poftpo&ed  by  authority  of  parliament         9141864 
*  To  ditto,  for  cuftoms  due  and  to  grow  due  upon  all  the  goods  in  L 
hand  unfold;  in  diminution  of  which,  the  fum  of  186,584!. 
9s.  3d  of  debentures  reckoned  as  cam  in  the  )  contra,  will  upon 
a  feulemcntJx  charge^                1      w     ■                 ■          t               f  16,3  9* 

Tp 
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Mr.  Dallas,  after  an  apology  for  appearing  Jn  the  charac-  Mr.Dtlu*. 
ter  of  a  pleader  before  fo  auguft  an  affembly,  by  the  impor- 
tance, 

To  ditto,  for  the  laft  payment  of  the  fum  of  400,000k  agreed  to  be 

paid  for  renewal  of  the  charter1  - — —  100,00* 

To  ditto,  for  Exchequer  bills  lent  to  the  Company  by  authority  of 
parliament  which  will  become  payable  in  April,  1786,  and  in- 
tereft  thereon  ■  _  ■  302,587 

To  accepted  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates,  falling  due  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 
Paft  duer  but  not  prefentcd  for  payment  ■  »  36,280 

Due  before  the  1  ft  of  March,    1784  ■  85,192 

Due  between  the  1  ft  March.   1784,  and  1  ft  March,   1785  552,700 

Due  between  1  ft  March,   1785,  and  1  ft  March,  1786       -  205,598 

Due  after  March,   1786 *    1  94*624 

Two  bonds  payable  on  attefted  copies  _  ■  15,704 

To  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates  not  excepted,  falling  due  as  follows  : 

Before  the  j ft  March,   1784  —  32*646 

Between  1  ft  March,  1784,  and  1  ft  March,  1785       *  ■        64 1,3 2 % 

Between  1  ft  March,  178 5,  and  1  ft  March,  1786         —  7751869 

After  the  1  ft  March,   1786  ■     '  48,463 

N.  B.    Of  this  fum  no  more  than  about  588,0001*  can  be 
accepted  without  permiiiicm  from  the  Lords  of  his  Ma* 
jelly's  Treafury. 
To  fundry  perfons  for  freight  and  other  demands,  in  the  ordinary 

courfe  of  the  Company's  affairs ■  458,481 

To  fundry  perfons  for  dividends  and  intcreft  due,  but  not  yet  de- 
manded — —  ■  __  149,901 
To  half  a  year's  dividend  on  the  capital  flock  voted  by  the  General 

Court,  and  payable  next  Chriftmas         ■  ■  128,000 

To  the  amount  of  the  intereft  on  the  military  and  contingent  funds 
eftablifhed  by  Lord  Clive.  At  prefent  the  Company  is  only  liable 
to  pay  to  the  objects  thereof,  the  intereft  of  this  fund ;  but  if 
ever  the  Company  (hall  no  longer  have  a  fleet  or  army  in  India, 
the  principal  will  then  become  payable  to  the  heirs  of  Lord  Clive  72,639 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company,  betides  the  articles  hereunder 
fpecified,  upon  which  no  valuation  is  put  in  the  preceding  ac- 
counts, viz.  — —  ■■  ■  3,968,48 1 
The  dead  ftock  in  India,  confifting  of  fortifications,  ware- 
houfes,  arid  other  buildings,  &c.    The  articles  falling  under 
this  defcription  were  valued  by  Lord  Godolphin's  award,  in 
the  year  1702,  at  400,0001.  but  they  have  now  coft  the 
Company  nearly  feven  millions  fterling. 
The  Company's  landed  property  in  India,  exclu- 

five  of  the  territorial  revenues,  produces  an  £. 

annual  income  of  about  ■  •  88 1,009 

The  territorial  revenues  upon  the  coaft  of  Choro- 
mandcl,  and  the  Northern  Circars,  upon  which 

Q^a  %  the 
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.    tancej  and  by  the  extreme  clearnefs  and   evident  juftice  of 
bis  caafe  —  allowed,  thac  if  indeed  there  was  a  nfrxeffijy  for 

'  -  the 


the  public  has  no  claim,  amount  (fubjett  to  the 
charges  of  management)  to  about,  per  annum 

The  territorial  revenues  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa,  amount  (fubject  to  the  charges  of  ma- 
nagement) to  about,  per  annum '        — 

The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  the 
tribute  from  Benares,  amount  to  a  farther  clear 
income  of  about,  per  annum,  ■ 

The  revenue  arifmg  from  fait  in  Bengal,  amounts 
to  about,  per  annum,  _— , 

The  revenue  of  cufloms  in  India,  amounts  to 
about,  per  annum,  ■  — 

The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore, 
amounts  to  about,  per  annum,  ■■ 

The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  amounts 
to  about,  per  annum,  '  ■■    ■ 


Total  of  annual  income 


X- 

1,838,000 

962,000 
450,000 

*3*>3*7 
160,000 


—         200,000 


5t°77,367 


14,311,173 


PROPERTY   OF   THE   COMPANY. 

The  debt  from  government,  for  money  lent  by  the  Company,  at 

3  per  cent,  per  annum  intereft  ■  — - 

Due  to  the  Company  from  government  for  the  following  articles, 
the  allowance  of  which  is  difputed  : 

For  fubfiltence  of  prifoners,  &c.  in  the  former  war  — 

Expences  on  the  expedition  to  Manilba  ■ 

Uofpital  expences  ■  »        ■  ■ 

Cafh,  confiding  of  the  following  articles,  viz. 

In  money  »  ■  ■    ■ 

In  the  Company's  bonds  paid  in  at  the  fales,  as  mentioned 

above,  which  the  Company  will  again  ifitie  — 

In  debentures  and  cuftom  notes,  which  will  on  fettlement  dif- 
charge  fo  much  of  the  fum  charged  above,  as  payable  for 
cuftoms  —  _ 

Due  for  goods  fold,  but  not  delivered  or  paid  for  — 

Value  of  goods  in  warehoufe  unfold,  of  which  alt  the  freights  and 
duties  are  paid  or  charged  in  the  firft  pan  of  this  account, 
eftimated  to  produce,  clear  of  difcount  ■ 

Merchandize  exported  to  India,  but  not  included  in  the  accounts  of 
property  there,  not  being  arrived  when  the  fame  were  made  up* 
Silver  remaining  in  the  Trcafury  for  exportation  ■  ■■ 


4,  a  00,000 


160,687 

*39»*T7 
**>447 

*4*>7f4 

•  80,575 


386,585 
S53»*5* 


1,500,000 

S,*IQ,09t 

1090 
Advanced 


? 
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the  interpolation  of  Parliament  in  the  Company's  affairs,  it 
was  their  duty  to  interpofe  ;  but  no  fuch  neceffity  exifted. 

No 

Advanced  on  account  of  freight  to  the  owners  of  (hips  now  abroad, 
which  will  be  deducted  from  the  freight  payable  to  them  when 
they  arrive,  -  *  *7*>334 

Value  of  fhips  and  veflels  employed  in  England  ■   ,  11,3a* 

Value  of  the  Company's  houfes  and  buildings  in  London,  efti« 

mated  by  furveyors,  at  the  Aim  they  would  fell  for,  ■  % 53 ,6 1 4 

The  prime  coft  of  four  cargoes  on  their  paflage  from  Bengal  —  703,824 
Ditto,  of  cargoes  di /patched  from  Bengal  to  other  prefidencies, 
which  are  not  reckoned  as  part  of  the  flock  at  thofe  prefidencies, 
not  being  arrived  when  the  accounts  thereof  were  made  up,  —  3^4»5J$ 
The  accounts  of  the  debts,  credits,  and  effects  of  the  Company  at 
thefcveral  prefidencies  in  India,  are  unavoidably  mixed  with  the 
provifion  made  for  the  homeward-bound  cargoes  of  all  (hips  not 
laden  at  the  time  of  making  up  fuch  accounts  ;  add  together  with 
the  cargoes  arriving  from  Europe,  the  balances  of  thofe  accounts 
conflitute  the  fund  for  providing  thofe  homeward  bound  cargoes. 
Thefe  accounts  have  always  been  kept  feparate  from  thofe  of  for- 
tifications and  other  dead  flock,  and  have  been  dated  under  the 
head  of  Balance  of  the  Quick  Stock.  According  tp  the  latcft 
advices  the  balances  of  thefe  accounts  of  quick  flock  are  9s 
follow : 
Quick  dock  at  Bengal,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1783;  valuing 
the  rupee  at  as.  3d.  flerling:  £. 

In  trcafure  and  bills  receivable  ■  777*36* 

Goods  for  Europe  after  the  difpatch  of  the  four 

cargoes  herein  before  mentioned  ■■—    ■  922,805 

Goods  imported,  remaining  unfold  ■  78,194 

Salt  paid  for,  and  remaining  unfold  — -  119,891 

Stores,  civil,  marine,  and  military,  upexpended     —     680,509 
Advanced  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  others,  for 
future  provifion  of  goods  for  Europe,  and  debts 
due  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  —        S3  7,465 

Debt  due  by  the  Nabob  A  foph  ul  Dowla     ■  789,828 

4*206,053 
DEDUCT 

Debts  due  by  the  Company  in  Bengal,  on  bond 
and  otherwise  ■  «  2*367,116 


Balance  i n  favour  of  the  Company  —         1 , 8  3  8 , 9  3  7 

N.  B.  The  arrears  due  to  the  army  in  Bengal  at  this  period,  do  not 
appear ;  but  by  a  fubfequent  minute  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
of  their  pay,  and  arrears  of  every  kind,  to  the  month  of 
March,  1783,  would  amount  to  about  502,1 74I. 


There 
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No  neccflny  th'at  did  not  exift  three  years  ago,  when  the 
Company,  in  confideratibn  of  advancing  a  fum  to  Govern- 
ment, 

There  is  alfo  a  fum  of  129,456!.  arifing  from  Lord  Clive's  mi- 
litary fund,  for  which  the  Company  at  prefene  pays  only  the 
intereft ;  but  if  ever  they  (hall  no  longer  have  an  army  or  navy 
in  India,  the  principal  will  become  payable  to  the  heirs  of 
Lord  Clive  in  India. 
A  debt  of  130,5001.  from  the  Berar  government  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  a  difputed  claim  of  the  Company,  of  601,8 61.  for 
intereft  on  arrears  of  fait  duties,  are  left  out  of  this  account. 
The  quick  flock  at  Madras,  on  the  3  ift  Auguft,  1782,  (fince  when 
there  are  no  advices  on  this  fubjett)  flood  as  follows  ;  valuing  the 
pagoda  at  8  s.  fterling:  £. 

Cafh  and  bills  receivable  ■  —  280,400 

Goods  provided  for  Europe  ■  68,694 

Goods  imported,  remaining  unfold  — — -  89,140' 

Stores,  civil,  marine,  and  military,  unexpended        264,110 
Debts  due  to  the  Company  as  follow  : 

From  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  \  —  ■  ■         968,012 

From  the  Raj^h  of  Tanjore  ■■  158,250 

From  the  renters  of  fundry  diftricts         —        993,804 
Advanced  for  inveflment  and  fundry  fmall  debts  76,832 

$J.  B.  The  war  in  the  Carnatic  will  delay  the  pay- 
ment of  fome  of  thefe  debts,  and  muft  have  - 
rendered  many  others  of  them  precarious,  fo 
»  that  their  exa&  value  cannot  be  afcertained ; 
but  the  above  fums  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
Company.  ■ 

■*    *  *>8*9,242 

D.  E    D     U     C     T 
Debts  due  by  the  Company  at  Madras,  at  the 
above  period,  by  bond  or  otherwife,  including 
all  arrears  to  the  military        —  ■  821,164 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  —        2,078,078 


The  quick  flock  at  Bcncoolen,  confifting  of  the  difference  between 
cafh  and  effects,  and  the  debts  owing  there  by  the  Company, 
amounted,  in  like  manner,  on  the  19th  March,  1783,  to  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  of         —         £.  189,036 

The  quick  flock  at  St.  Helena,  on  the  30th  September,  1782, 
amounted  in  like  manner  to  *  —        £>  27,618 


The  quick  (tock  in  China,  by  an  account  dated  1 8th  December, 
1782,  as  explained  by  a  letter  dated  17th  February,  I783> 
amounted  after  the  difpatch  of  the  fhips  of  that  feafon,  which 
are  arrived,  and  over  and  above  all  the  debts  of  the  Company 
in  China,  to  '  — — —  »■    ■■■■  £•  i3*>59* 


The} 


} 
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njfnt,  received  a  renewal  of  their  charter.     He  prcfled  'On 
tfrc  honourable  members  of  the  Hoofe  the  iniquity  of  in- 
vading 

The  quick  Hock' at  Bombay,  on  the  1 5th  September,    178a,  valu- 
ing the  rupee  at  2s.  6d.  ftcrling,  flood  as  follows : 
Cafb  and  bills  receivable  ■  ■  *4>£6s 

Goods  provided  for  Europe         -  —        95,145 

Goods  imported,  remaining  unfold  •  429951 

Stores,  civil,  marine,  and  military,  not  expended     148,003.. 
Quick  ftock  at  fubordinates,  not  fpecified  .       20,07  c 

Debts  to  the  Company  ■  £.  891,069 

Dedu£l  the  unfecurcd  part  of  a  debt 

from  Ragobah  ■  398,879 

'  49*»»9« 


Value  of  effects    v  ■  ■         -7—  823,027 


The  amount  of  debt  at  Bombay  of  all  denominations  (bcfidcs 
the  arrears  due  to  the  military,  which  are  not  fpecified) 
amounted  at  the  above  period  to  —        £.  1,790,1 1* 

Deduct  the  value  of  effects  as  above     ■     ■  ■       823,027  . 

i. 
Balance  againft  the  Company  ■  967,085 

Recapitulation  ef  the  balances  of  quick  ftock : 
In  favour  of  the  Company  at  Bengal  ■■        -         1*838,937 

Madras  —  1,078, 07! 

.China  ■  132,596 

Bencoolen  —  189,036 

St.  Helena  ■  27,618 


4,266,26$ 
Againft  the  Company  at  Bombay  »■■  967,085  £. 

■  3>*99>i8o 

SAMUEL  NKTOLL,  Accountant.  •  •-  -- 

JOHN  ANNIS,  Auditor  of  Indian  accounts.  ,4*3*i>i7.$ 


AbflraSI  of  the  foregoing  Eftimatc. 

*                  '  •  .  ■. 

DEBTOR.  '  .  £* 

To  what  owing  from  the  Company  to  the  annuitants              —  2,992,440 
To  bonds  bearing  intcreft             — — .                  m,   ■               •     1,996,70* 

To  ditto,  not  bearing  intereft                     ■     ■  ■                     •    —  11,59* 

To  cuftoms  on  goods  fold  and  unfold           — -           — .  1 ,64 1  ji  54 

To  the  Exchequer  for  the  laft  payment  to  government            — .  100,000 

To  dirtof  for  a  loan  of  Exchequer  bills  and  intcreft           ■  301,587 

*'    -        -  To 


isa  PARLIAMENfAftY  A.  i^*3; 

varfiftg  private  praperty,  and  breaking  the  faith  of  Parlia- 
ment.   It  was  only  when  the  very  exiftence  of  a  ftate  was 

threatened, 


■Mb 


IWiM* 


To  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  unpaid  <  - 

To  fundry  debts  On  Account  of  the  trade 

To  intereft  on  aumfifies,  bonds  and  ftork 

To  half  a  year's  dividend  on  flock  due  at  ChrrftAa*  »e*t 

To  intereft  oa  military  and  contingent  funds  more  than  applied 


Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company 


1.484/69/8 

14^,901 
118,000 

7*,*39 

* 

10,342,692 
3,968,481 

■  id  *  ■- 

M,3-s*"73 


C    R    E     D    1    T-  O     ft. 

By  what  due  from  government  to  the  Company  for  money  advanced 

them  >  ■  ■ 

By  other  debts  due  froth  government 
By  cafh  and  bonds  *—  — 

By  goods  fold,  not  paid  for  — 

By  the  value  of  goods  in  England,  unfold 
By  floating  (lock  from  England 


By  filver  in  the  Treafury,  in  England,  paid  for  ■ 

By  what  paid  owners  of  (hips  not  arrived  in  England  — — 

By  the  value  of  {hips  and  veffels  not  Rationed  abroad         *■     »~ 
By  the  value  of  the  Eaft-India  houfe  and  warehoufes  ■ 

By  the  nett  balance  of  quick  {locks,  at  the  feveral  fettlements,  after 

deducting  alj  debts  owing  by  the  Company  in  India  and  China     ~  4,367,5 19 


4,100,000 
421,011 

669,954 

553»*5* 
1,500,000 

1,119,091 

1,090 

*7*»334 
12,300 

153^16 


»4>3»»>i73 


»  IQilill 


■     ,k-* 


I  It 


Ar  Eftimate  of  the  Company  s  Receipts  and  Payments,  between  the  tyth  November^ 
\1%1y  raud  the  xft  Marchf  -1784,  grounded  upon  the  authentic  Account  pub- 
Vjhedof  the  State  of  the  Company's  Affairs,  In  this  Eft  i  mate,  it  is  fuppofed  on 
the  one  Hand,  that  -the  firft  Tear*j  unaccepted  BiHs  are  to  be  paid  as  they  fall 
due  ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  Government  will  continue  to  Jufpend  the  Demand 
for  Cufloms,  which  novo  ftand  fufpended -,  and  alfo  the  Payment  of  the  remain- 
ing 100,000/,  unpaid  for  Renewal  qf  the  Charter,  and  that  the  Rands  can  be 
kept  ht  Circulation. 

To  pay. 

THE  old  bonds  long  fincc  called  in,  but  not  prefeajed  for  pay*  £- 

Oient,  if  they  (hould  within  this  period  be  demanded        —  a  1,59a 

The  dividends  and  intertft  paft  due,  but  not  demanded,  if  they 
thould  within  this  period  be  demanded 


The  bills  of  exchange  paft  due  and  not  prefenfed  for  payment,  if 
tbc  Tame  (hould  within  this  period  be  demanded 


«M 


»4999or 

36,180 
Bills 


A.ij*3*  DEBATES*  tat 

threatened*  that  fuch  violations  coald  be  juftified*    Bat  he 
endeavoured  to  (hew  that  the  great  plea  of  bankruptcy  was 

without 

Bills  accepted                     >                          v                ■  ■            <■  '5,89a 

Bills  not  accepted                                ■                          «  ■»  324646 

Dividend  to  Proprietor!                   >      ■     *■                    ■■  128,00a 
The  demands  for  freight,  goods  bought,  and  every  other  current  de- 
mand, fuppofing  the  whole  to  be  demanded  within  this  period  458,481 
Arrears  of  the  military  and  contingent  fund,  fuppofing  the  whole 
to  be  demanded  within  this  period            ■                             —  4,059 

906,341 

Balance  that  will  remain  in  cam  the  ift  March,  1784        •—        1,075,11a 


">9*i.954 
It.  B«  As  the  cuftoms  to  grow  due  within  this  period  will  not  amount  to  any 

thing  near  the  amount  of  debentures  in  hand  applicable  to  the  payment 

thereof,  no  notice  is  taken  of  cither  within  this  period* 


•  In  cam,  and  to  be  received.        £e 

Money  in  rise  Treafury  —  —  —  141,714 

Bonds  in  the  TreaTury  to  be  iflued  —  _—         a  80,5  7  5 

Goods  ibid,  all  conditioned  to  be  paid  within  this  period,  except 

si  below  ■    ■  ■  ■  55J>*$* 

Goods  in  ^arthoufc,  to  be  farther  fold  at  the  prefent 

fait*,  under  the  fame  conditions  as  to  time  of  pay-  £• 

ment,  eftixnated  at  ■  %       —  1,058,3*7 

Dedod  pepper  and  china-ware,  that  will  not  be  paid 

for  till  after  ill  March  *    ■    1  — *  53>00° 

■  i>o««5,3i7 


»>9*»r954 


Iftimatt  of  Cafitfor  one  Tear,  between  the  \fi  Match,  178^,  and  tjl  Marchf 

1785. 

To  pay.        £. 

TOTAL  of  theunpofiponed  cuftoms  due  for  goods  arrived      —  '  "716,39a 

Bills  accepted                             -                ■■                       —  552,700 

Ditto  not  accepted         — -                  —                           —  641,31a 

Bills  and  certificates  that  may  be  farther  drawn,  eftimated  at     -•-  33  5,000 
Difference  between  the  intereft  receivable  from  government,  and 
the  intereft  payable  on  annuities,  bonds,  and  Exchequer  bills,  for 

one  year                     ■                                  ■                                        ■  76,563 

A  year's  payments,  qn  the  military  and  contingent  funds       ■  6,500 

A  year's  dividend  to  the  Proprietors                 —                  —  956,000 

A  year's  charges  of  merchandise           —             •              »  1 80,000 

Vol,.  XII.                                           R  Valua 


12*  P  AR  LI  AMENTA RY  A.  178J* 

-  without  foundation,  and  expatiated  on  -the  refdurces  of  the 
Company.     He  faid  that  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law, 
it  would  be  a  death  warrant  to  all  the  charters,  and  immu- 
nities of  corporations,  and  of  individuals  in  Britain. 
Mr.  Har-     .  Mr.  Hardinge  appeared  as  Gounfei  for  the  Director*  of  the 
diiigc.       Eaft-India  Company.     The  intercfls  of  the  Company,  he 
faid,  were  invaded,  and  the  hpnour  of  their  femnts  at- 
tacked- 

Value  of  goods  and  {lores  to  be  exported  within  this  period,  efti- 

roated  at  ■  ■  —         370,000 

*  Freight  and  demorage,  eftimated  at  —  ■  900,00* 
Cuftoms  to  be  paid  upon  that  part  of  the  Company's  goods  to  be 

fold  this  year,  wh.ich  are  not  yet  arrived,  the  whole  of  what  is 
due  for  the  goods  now  in  warehoufe,  being  included  in  the  above 
fum  of  716,3921.  eftimated  at    .  ■  -  —    •      €04,000 

Cuftoms  payable  within  this  period,  on  goods  which  may  arrive 
early  therein,  and  not  be  fold  till  the  following  year,  eftimated   , 
at  ■     "   ■  »  ■  ■  ■  140,000 

■  ■   ■ 

4>*78>477 
Balance  that  will  remain  in  cafh  on  the  1  ft  March,  1765         370,220 

V  4**54»697 

*  Memorandum.  The  fum  which  may  probably  become  due  for  freight  and 
demorage  on  all  Ihips  which  may  arrive  in  this  period,  is  1,209,000!.  but 
as  the  accounts  of  freight  take  fottfe  conftderable  time  in  ad ju (ling,  the  above 
fum  of  900,0001.  is  fuppofed  to  be  as  much  as  may,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of 
bufinefs,  be  paid,  within  the  period  to  which  this  account  relates.   ■ 


In  cafh,  and  to  be  received.       £. 
1784,  1  ft  March,  caw  — — . -  ■  1,075,11* 

Debentures  payable  in  difcharge  of  the  cuftoms  as  above  1 86,5  85 

For  pepper  and  china-ware  as  deduced  in  the  foregoing  ac- 
count ■     ■         ■   ■  —  „  53,000 
The  remainderof  the  goods  in  warehoufe  unfold  £.  2,500,000 
Dcduft  that  part  of  them  which  is  credited  in              ' 
the  laft  account                  ■                                 11058,327 

1,441,473 

For  goods  to  bt  farther  (bid  within  this  period,  which  muft 

depend  upon  future  arrivals,  but  which  upon  a  medium 

of  five  years  peace  will  amount,  including  charges  and 

profit  on  private  trade,  to  _.  ■  '1898,327 


4*6$4>697 

EfiimsuB 


jU;fr3.  DEBATE    S. 

racked.     The  moft  violent  outrage  was  threatened  on  all 
that  could  be  held  valuable  by  men.  In  fpeaking  on  a  fubjett 

of 


123 


Ejtimate  of  Cajhfor  one  Year,  bemuutke  \fi  March  t  1785,  and  the  \Jl  Marchy 

1786. 

To  pay.         £. 


Bills  accepted 


Ditto,  not  accepted,  fuppofed  to  be  by  agreement  poft- 
poned         —  £.  775,869 

Ditto,  that  may  be  drawn  from  China  in  1784,  and  certificates  at 
twelve  months  fight,  eft i mated  at  _.  ■ 

Difference  between  intercft  receivable  -and  payable,  payments  on 
military  futjd,  dividends,  charge*,  and  exports,  as  before         — 

Freight  and  denwage,  efti  mated  at  ■  »     ■  ■  — 

Cuftoms  oa  Company^  goods,  efti  mated  at  the-  average  of  feven 
years,  dcdu&ing  the  fum  of  140,0001.  advanced  laft  year, 
N.  B.  About  479,0001.  of  farther  duties  are  annually  paid  by 
the  buyers  at  the  fale,  on  goods  delivered  for  home  consumption 


Balance  that  will  remain  in  cafh  the  ift  March,  1786;  over  and  above 
'the  amount  of  claims  for  dividends,  &c.  duf  and  not  demanded, 
which  ieldom  amount  to  lefs  than  50,000!.  * 


—  205,598 


990,009 

889,063 

900,000 


680,000 
3,664,661 


5«*559 


3,716,220 


*  m 

In  cafli,  and  tQ  be  "received.  £. 

17S5,  March  the  1  ft.     Cam                  '                            ■';     ■     ■  376,220 

The  produce  of  a  year's  Tales,'  efti  mated  ay  before      '  — '  3,340,000 


3,716,220 


c  > 


I.  The  reafon  of  To  large  an  expected  draught  from  China,  falling  due  within 
this  period,  is,  that  the  (hips  fent  out  with  troops  and  (lores,  could  not  be 
loaded  home  but  from  China  5  fo  that  twenty-five  cargoes  are  expected  to  be 
difpatched  from  China  in  Icafon  1783  j  being  near  three  years  ordinary  con- 
fumption.  If  any  effectual  means  arc  taken  to  prevent  fmuggling  tea,  the 
produce  of  the  Company's  fales,  will,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  be  there- 
by increafed  at  the  rate  at  leaft  of  i,ooo,oool.  per  annum,  more  than  is  in, 
this  eftimate  reckoned  upon ;  and  this  extraordinary  importation  will  be 
ready  to  meet  the  eiFeft  of  fuch  falmary  regulation. 

II*  In  this  eftimate  nothing  is  charged  for  bills  that  may  be  farther  drawn  from 
India,  becaufe  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that,  peace  having  been  rcftorcd,  the 
military  eft ablilhments  will  have  been  reduced,  and  no  more  may  be  drawn,  or 
if  drawn,  that  they  will  be  at  dates  not  falling  due  till  after  this  period. 

R  t  HI.  Oa 


i*4  PARLIAMENTARY  4.17*3. 

of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  he  entreated  to  be  in- 
dulged, and  he  claimed,  aa  hit  privilege,  the  utmoft  liberty 
of  lpeech.     When  that  liberty  fhould  be  denied,  the  liber- 
ties of  England  would  be  laid  low  in  the  duft.     He  adverted 
to  a  great  deal  of  that  reaiboing  on  the  bill  pending  in  Par- 
liament, which  had  taksn  place  in  the  Houfc  on  former  oc- 
cafions ;  and  that  he  might  do  fo  confidently  with  form,  and 
without  feerning    to  reft   upon  extrajudicial  evidence,  he 
treated  the  newfpapers,  from  which  alone)  he  pretended  to 
derive  his  information,  as-. libels,  as  violent,  fcandaloiis,  and 
fevcre  libels  again  ft  the  proceedings  of  Parliaipeotr    What, 
he  allied,  have  the  Pirtftors  done  that  ought  to  forfeit  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  r.  Haye  they  been  guilty  of  an 
error- of  judgment  in  any  inftance  }  Pity  them,*  and  look  at 
home.    Is  the  defeft,  not  in  the  fervants  of.  the  Company, 
but  in  the  fyftem  of  the  Company's  government  ?  Keftify 
that  fyftem  ;  fupply  its  defers.     Have  they  been  guilty  of 
any  a  A  of  omiflion,  or  commiffion  }   Prove  their  guilt— 
accufe  them  — •  punifh  them.     Am  I  abfurd,  (aid  Mr.  Har- 
dipgc,  to  thefe  propofitions  i  Oh  !  but  fays  the  honourable 
Bee  rotary,  who  brings  forward  the  bill,  this  is  not  a  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties :  it  has  no  retrofpefl j  for  God's  fake, 
gentlemen,  don't  be  alarmed ;  wq  do  not  mean  to  punifh 
you;  ,be  quiet,  left  you  (hould  provoke  an  enquiry  that 
may  be  followed  with  punifhment.     He  recalled  to  mind  the 
honourable  teftimony  that  had  been  borne  to  the  virtue  of 
the  Dircftors  by  the  Secretary  himfelf,  and  challenged  the 
Houfe  to  impeach,  if  they  could,  the  integrity  of  their  con- 
dud;  indemnity,  where  no  crime  was  committed,  was  no 
favour ;  and  it  was  a  cruel  infult  to  turn  men,  without  any 
caufe,  out  of  their  offices,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  juftify 
fuch  conduft,  by  alledging  that  no  other  punifhment  fol- 
lowed that  aft  of  injuftice.    You  have  done  your  duty  very 
Well,     Non  pmfees  in  cruet  corvos* 

Mr.  Hardinge  (hewed,  that  it  was  not  from  the  defeft  of 
the  law,  or  the  fajilt  of  the  Direftors,  that  the  abufes  com- 
plained of  in  Inc)i?  had  originated  i  and  that  diftance  and 
/corruption,  under  any  fyftem,  might  often  fet  laws  at  de« 

III.  On  the  1  ft  March,  1786,  the  goods  in  warthoufe  unfold  (fuppofing  the 
Jhips  to  arrive  fafe)  wjll  by  dUmate  amount  to  6,i$o»o»ol.  discount  4c* 

Eaft-Indi*  Houfe,  Enron  excepted, 

the  2 8rh  November,  1783,  SAMUEL  NICOLL,  Afountanu 

fiance. 
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fence.     The  Parliament  bad  attuned  to  itfclf  the  privilege 
of  nominating  the  Company's  fenranti;  thofe;fcnran*s  had 
not  66nc  their  duty ;  and  now  it  was  propofed  to  vifit  the  ini- 
quity of  the  fervants  on  the  mafters ;  would  k  not  be  better 
to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  abufes,    and  to  remove  that 
caufe,  than  to  go  fo  roundly  to  work  ?  Wherever  any  grie- 
vance takes  place,  is  there  no  remedy  but  to  appoint  feven 
Commiffioners   to  control  the  fobjeft  of   that  grievance  ? 
The  affairs  of  this  nation  are  not  in  very  good  order ;  we 
have  loft  America,  and  other  pofleffions;  yet  we  do  not  hear 
of  any  number  of  Commiffioners  for  the  government  of  na- 
tional affairs.    There  are  doubts  and  furmifes,  and  a  gene- 
ral gloom  hanging  over  the  public  funds.    Why  not  appoint 
feven  Commiffioners  to  control  the  Bank,   and  to  manage 
every  thing  elfe  relating  to  public  credit  ?  Mr.  Hardinge 
purming  this  vein,  enumerated  various  other  particulars,  in 
which  the  appointment,  by  Parliament,  of  feven  Commif- 
fioners, and  eight  clerks,  (alluding  to  the  eight  Affiftant- 
Proprietors)  would  be  as  natural  and  proper  a$  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commiffioners  for  the  government  of  India.    The 
bill  in  agitation,  he  confidered  as  wearing  a  very  tyrannical 
and  military  afped.    The  claufe  empowering  the  Commif- 
fioners to  enter  into  all  the  Company's  warehouies  to  feize 
their  money,  papers,  books,    and  property  of  every  kind, 
put  him  in  mind  of  an  army  entering  into,  and  pillaging  a 
reduced  town.    Having  pointed  out  the  addition  which  the 
bill  would  make  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  ex- 
ample it  would  fet  of  difregard  to  the  legal  claims  of  the 
people,  he  recalled  to  the  mind  of  the  Houfe,  former  pro- 
feffions  of  patriotifm,  and  touched  on  the  duty  and  inftitu- 
tion  of  Parliament  to  protect  the  Commons.    He  exclaimed, 
in  the  language  of  the  facred  fcriptures,  "  Oh  !    that  an 
enemy  had  done  this !  But  my  own  friend,  my  particular 
friend  !  even  he  did  lift  up  his  weapon  againft  me  !"  Mr. 
Hardinge  appealed  warmly  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe, 
and  forwarned    them   of    the   danger  of   breaking    laws, 
and  of  diminifhing  the  refped  due  to  Parliament,  and  the 
national    honour,   in  this  kingdom,    and    throughout   the 
world:    Res  agitur  tua  proximi    cym  paries    ardct.— —  He 
dwelt    on    the    dangerous   tendency    of    the   precedent, 
that   the    bill,    Ihould    it  pafs  into  a   law,   won  Id   eftab- 
li(h ;  and  conjured  the  Houfe  not  to  give  a  wound  to  its 
own  honour,,  and  to  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  by  infringing 
the  lays,    feizing   private  property,    and    violating  public 
fatjth, 

Mr, 
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Bfr.  Pio.  Mr.  Timer  obferved,  that  befide*  the  territorial  revenues, 
which  amounted  to  five  millions  fterling  annually,  which  the 
Company  had  provided  by  conqueft,  they  were  in  pofieffion 
.of  tenements  and  land,  both  here  and  in  Jndi?,  but  efpecially 
in  India,  of  very  great  value,  as  well  fecured  to  them  as  the 
pofieflions  of  any  individual  in  England;  they  held  them  in- 
deed by  the  fajnc*  .tenure,  the  good  faith  of  Parliament. 
The  will  oft  Parliament  being  fupreme,  if  that  will  fhould 
ceafe  to  be  governed  by  a  regard  to  equity,  juftice,  and  its 
own  decifions,  .what  property  or  what  perfon  would  be  fafef 
Jt  was  now  two  hundred  years  fince  the  firit  inflitution  of 
the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company ;  their  rights  were xon firmed 
by  length  of  time,  by  long  pofTeffion,  by  repeated  ,a<5ks  of 
Parliament.  Their  territorial  revenues  mould  not  hie  con- 
fidered  as  belonging  to  Government,  any  more  than  their 
commercial  concerns,  for  thefe  revenues  were  neceflary  to 
proteft  commerce,  which  was  the  great  obje&,  and  the  pa- 
ramount confideration  in  our  connexion  with  India.  He 
faid,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  bill  was  inimical  to  commerce, 
which  difliked  all  dark  cabals,  and  loved  to  explore  its  own 
affairs,  and  to  chufe  the  terms  on  which  it  fhould  run  any 
rifk,  and  the  perfons  in  whom  it  fhould  confide.  The  Pro- 
prietors of  Eaft  India  flock  were  much  interefled  in  the  good 
chara&er  of  the  perfons  whom  they  fhould  fend  to  India, 
and,  in  general,  in  all  matters  that  came  under  their  cogni- 
zance. It  was  not  fo  with  the  Commiflioners.  No  particu- 
lar intereft  bound  them  to  the  profperity  of  the  Company, 
Interefts  of  various  kinds  might  often  lead  them  to  a&  in 
contradidtion  to  them ;  their  Situations  would  naturally  in- 
fpire  them  with  difpofitions  to  intrigue,  and  to  grafp  at  poli- 
tical power.  It  was  dated  in  the  Ninth  Report,  that  the  a£ 
which  pafled  in  1773,  narrowing  the  Court  of  Proprietors 
from  voters  of  five  hundred  pounds  property*  to  thofe  of  a 
thoufand,  had,  by  dim  in  i  firing  the  number  to  be  influenced, 
greatly  contributed  to  encreafe  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
influence  them.  From  that  day  a  wider  door  of  corruption 
and  fadtion  in  the  management  of  the  Company's  affairs  was 
opened  than  ever.;  but  with  how  much  greater  force  does 
this  argument  apply  to  the  fmall  number  of  Seven  Commif- 
fioners.  Thofe  men  will  naturally  ftudy,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  provide,  at  all  hazards,  for  their  own  relations  and  depen- 
dents ;  as  thefe,  in  their  turn,  will  be,  above  all  things,  ftudi- 
ous  to  pleafe  their  mafters  at  home.  Mr.  Plomer  concluded, 
that  the  tide  of  corruption  would  flow  with  a  more  violent 

current 
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current  from  India  to  Britain,  than  ever ;  and  that  whether, 
the  Houfe  had  regard  to  its  own  purity,  to  the  rights  of  jthe 
Company,  or  the  general  privileges  of  the  nation,  they 
woukLnot  fufier  the  hill  before  them  to  pafs  into  a  law. 
Counfel  being  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
As  foon  as  the  Counfel  had  withdrawn,  ^Ir.  Fox  and  Sir 
James  Lowther  rofe  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  each  was  - 
Supported  by  numerous  friends,  in  his  pretentions  to  fpeak 
firft ;  but  Sir  James  having  faid  that  He  was  going  to  fpeak 
to  order,  Mr.  Fox  fat  down.  Sir  James  then  faid,  that  he 
would  not  for  any  length  of  time  prevent  the  right  honour--, 
able  gentleman  from  making  his  "defence,"  for  having  in- 
troduced a  bill  that  had  for  obje&,  the  violation  of  the  moll 
facred  rights  of  Englishmen.  What  he  had  to  obferve  on 
the  prefent  occafion  was,  that  it  would  be  neceflary,  before 
gentlemen  fhould  proceed  to  debate  the  bill,  that  the  accounts 
delivered  in  at  the  bar  fhould  be  read';  for  as  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company  was  the  pretence  for  bringing  in 
the  bill,  it  would  be  neceflary,  in  his  mind,  that  every  paper 
fhould  be  read  that  could  prove  either  the  trtnh  or  falfehood 
of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  fuppofition  of  fuch  bank- 
ruptcy. '  "'  ' 

Trie  Speaker  faid,  that  in  point  of  order,  all  papers  de-  The  Spe*. 
livered  in  at  the  bar  by  witnefles,  were  confidered  as  evidence  kcr- 
already  given  to  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  tnat  they  fhould  be  read,  except  "pro  forma"  and  every 
member  mignt  argue  from  them  as  if  they  had  been  read. 
He  called  upon  the  old  members  of  the  Houfe  to  fet  him 
right,  if  he  was  wrong, in  his  opinion. 

Mr*  Kenyon  could  not  conceive  how  fuch  an  order  could  Mr.  K«ay- 
be  reconciled  with  reafon  or  common  fenfe*  In  the  courts  oa" 
of  law,  if  a  paper  was  given  in  evidence,  and  its  authenticity 
wis  afcertained,  it  was  always  read  ;  for  if  it  was  nor,  it 
could  be  of  no  fervicc  or  diflcrvice  in  the  caufe,  as  the  court 
and  jury,  though,  in  fa  ft,  in  poffeffion  of  the  paper,  muft  in 
reality,  as  long  as  it  remained  unread,  be  totally  unacquaint- 
ed with  its  contents. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  when  evidence  was  offered  by  T**  *!*»*• 
a  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  kcr* 
caufe  it  to  be  read  :  but  if  he  did  not  call  for  that,  it  was 
not  the  coftorn  of  the  Houfe  to  read  what  the  counfel  did 
not  think  neceflary  to  have  read.  In  feme  cafes,  the  read- 
ing of  papers  delivered  at  the  bar  was  impracticable ;  in  ma- 
ny inftances  they  were  too  voluminous :  but  any  member 
4  might 
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night  in  debate  advert  to  them,  and  cade  the  frhole,  or  any 
part,  to  be  read  as  often  as  he  fhoftld  think  fit. 

Ifr.  Fok.  The  point  of  order  being  thus  fettled,  Mr,  Secretary  Fox 
rofe  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  fending  the  bill  to  a  Cotriftrittee. 
The  honourable  Baronet,  fays  he,  has  faid,  that  he  will  dot 
keep  me  front  my  defence  ;  and  he  catts  my  fpeakmg  to  the 
queftion  of  commitment  a  fpeech  in  my  defence.  I  allow 
him  his  aflertion.  I  (hall  always  codfider  myfclf  as  fpeak- 
ing  in  my  defence,  when  I  rife  up  to  (peak  to  a  proportion 
fo  great  and  fo  important  as  that  which  I  have  now  prefiuned 
to  oiftrto  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.  Whenever  I  rife  up  in 
this  Houfe  to  pre  feat  a  broad  and  compfehenffve  fcheme  of 
policy  to  the  narion  —  and  that  fcheme  is  queftioned,  charg- 
ed, and  arraigned,  I  fhall  always  confider  What  I  fay  in  its 
fupportas  an  argument  in  my  oWn  defence  ;  becaufe  I  flhall 
always  confider  my  own  character,  my  fituation,  my  rank  kt 
the  country,  as  at  ftake  on  every  meafure  of  ftate  which  I 
fllatl  prefume  to  undertake.  Tne  honourable  Baronet  faid 
truly,  therefore,  that  I  was  now  riling  to  fpeak  in  my  de- 
fence :  but  give  me  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  affert,  tnat  I 
have  fomething  better  than  my  own  defence  in  view,  be* 
caufe  the  pre  lent  bill  has  fomething  greater  than  my  own 
advantage ;  it  is  a  bill  which  I  from  my  foul  believe  to 
be  neceffary  to  the  deliverance  of  the  empire,  and  it  would 
be  better  fupportcd  in  my  mind  by  arguments  in  fupport  of 
its  own  principle,  than  by  harfh  affertions  of  personality, 
which,  however  they  may  gratify  fpleen,  had  nothing  to 
,  do  with  the  fyftem  fubmitted  to  your  confideration. 

He  was  really  furprized,  that  notwithftanding  the  various 
objections  that  had  been  ftated  to  this  bill  on  a  former  day, 
he  found  himfelf*  this  day  attacked  upon  a  ground  which  he 
had  leail  expe&ed.  The  violation  of  charters,  the  delpotifm 
and  oppreflion  of  the  bill,  were  topics  which  he  apprehended 
would  have  been  principally  dwelt  on  this  day  :  but  he  found 
that  thefc  grounds  were  nearly  abandoned ;  and  now  he  was 
to  be  attacked  on  that  fide  where  he  felt  himfelf  moft  ftrong: 

.  .  yet  he  would  confefs,  that  be  was  forry  •  he  was  fo  ftrong 

there,  for  his  ftrength  rauft  be  founded  on  the  weakness  of 
the  Company.  It  was  an  old  and  a  politic  cuftom  with  Mi- 
aiders,  in  talking  in  Parliament  in  the  time  of  war,  of  the 
ftrength  and  refources  of  the  different  bodies  of  the  comma- 
nity>  to  defcribe  them  as  if  they  were  in  the  molt  profperous 
ana  flourilhing  condition,  and,  perhaps,  he  would  him- 
felf conform  to  that  cuftom,  if  the  country  was  now  in- 
volved 
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volvcd  in  war. "   The  fituation  of  the  country,  however, 
was  fuch  as  would  not  now  allow  the  practice  of  thofe  Re- 
ceptions.   We  could  only  affift  the  nation,  by  knowing  and 
declaring  what  the  amount  of  its  diftrefs  was.     Had  not  this 
been  the  cafe ;  had  not  the  moft  urgent  ncceffity  impelled, 
he  never  would  have  brought  in  fuch  a  bill  as  that  under 
difcuffion.     The  bill  was  a  child  not  of  choice  but  of  necef- 
fity.    In  like  manner,  the  anfwer  he  was  about  to  give  to 
the  Directors*  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs,  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  option,  but  a  matter  which  he  could  not  avoid,  in  juf- 
tice  to  the  Company,  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  and  in  juftice  to 
the  world.     He  affured  the  Houfe  at  the  fame  time,   that 
though  his  defence  muft  arife  from  that  weaknefs,  he  wiflied 
moft  fincertly  that  he  had  no  fuch  ground  of  defence  ;  the 
wcakoefs  of  a  Company  fo  connefted  with  the  public,  wag 
not  a  theme  which  could  afford  any  fatisfaflicn  :    but  as  he 
would  ftake  his  reputation  on  the  neceflity  of  the  mcafure  he 
propdfed,  fo  it  afforded  him,  as  far  as  his  charafter  was  con- 
cerned, lbme  fatisfa&ion,   that  he  could  find  io  the  Compa- 
ny's own  accounts  fubftantial  proofs  of  the  neceffity  of  a 
parliamentary  interpofition.     But,  he  confefled,    that  while 
an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  who  fat  oppofite  50 
him  now,  and  who  was  likely  to  do  fo  on  all  occafions,  (Mr.* 
Dundas,  the    late  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  who  fat  on 
the  oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe,  clofe  by  Mr.  Pitt)  and 
other  honourable  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  could  be  appeal- 
ed to  as  evidence  of  the  alarming  {late  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  he  had  not  imagined  that  any  long  or  elaborate 
proof,  that  they  were  not  in  a  profperous  condition,  would 
be  neceffary.     Gentlemen,  he  faid,  would  find  that  there 
was  no  great  occafion  for  them  to  lament,  that  the  account 
which  had  been  delivered  in  at  the  bar  by  th?  Eaft-India 
Company's  accountant,  had  not  been  read  by  the  clerk,  as 
he  fhould,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  be  obliged  to  touch 
upon  molt  of  the  points  that  it  contained.  »  In  this  account 
he  found  many  things  inferted,  which  ought  to  have  been 
omitted;  and  many  things  omitted,  which  ought  to  have 
been  inferted.     Through  thefe  aflcrtions,  and  thefe  omif- 
fions,  the  Company's  affairs  were  made  to  appear  in  a  much 
,    more  favourable  point  of  view  than  he  believed  they  would 
be  feen  in,  when  he  fhould  have  dated  the  different  excep- 
tions that  he  had  to  their  account  ;  but  he  begged  leave 
again  to  call  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  did 
pot  ftand  pledged  to  prove  that  thefe  were  a&ual  errors  in 
Vol.  XII.  S  th* 
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the  account.  It  might  b«  regularly  cajoujated,  aj>d  the  fums 
very  properly  caftup.  tic  did  npt  venture  to  fay  that  there 
were  poutive  falfehoods  in  the  ftatcment;  all  that  he  faid^ 
and  a}l  that  he  was  pledged  for,  was,  that  he  would  ftate  ra- 
tional objeftions  to  articles  in  this  account,  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  twelve  millions.  Thefe  objeftions  might  not 
qonvincc  the  Houfe  —  they  convinced  him.  He  begged  that 
gentlemen  would  go  along  with  him  in  the  ftatet&etit,  and 
put  down  the  articles  as  he  enumerated  them  ;  for  in  fo  com- 
plicated a  matter,  they  could  not  follow  him  with  memory. 

The  fir  ft  article  in  the  account,  held  out  as  the  property 
of  the  Company,  was  4,200,000!.   as  the  debt  due  to  the 
Company  from  Government,  at  three  per  cent,  intereft.     To 
this  article  he  did  not  objeft :  but  he  muft  make  this  obser- 
vation ;  that  this  fum  was  to  be  confidered  as  all  other  mo- 
ney held  in  the  funds  of  the  country,  as  not  otherwife  avail- 
able to  the  individual  than  in  refpeft  of  the  annual  intereft,, 
for  there  was  no  obligation  of  payment ;  they  could  not  force 
the  production  of  it ;  they  could   not  make  Government 
come  to  a  fettlement  with  them  ;  but  they  flood  exa&ly  like 
the  other  creditors  of  the  public,  fecure  of  the  intereft,"  bat 
pot  armed  with  powers  to  come  when  they  plcafed  at  the 
principal.     Another  obfervation  too  occurred  on  this.   They 
t;ook  and  ftated  this  fum  with  evident  error.   Surely  it  was  no 
Otherways  to  he  eftimated,  than  as  they  could  carry  their  flock 
to  market.     They  were- not  to  fet  it  down  in  this  ftatetnent 
of  their  property  at  the  nominal  amount,  but  at  the  market- 
able value  of  the  commodity.     The  marketable  value  of  the 
commodity  was  three-fifths  of  the  nominal  value,  and  at  no 
more  ought  they  to  have  ftated  this  fum- of  property,  becaufe 
for  no  more  was  the  principal  available  in  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.     It  was  very  true,  that  this  money  was  to  be  re- 
paid to  the  Company,  if  Government  (hould  ever  put  an  end 
to  the  monopoly  which  the  Company  enjoyed  of  the  trade  to 
India.     In  that  cafe,  the  full  fum  of  4,200,000!.  muft  of 
courfe  be  paid, :  .but  as  the  money  was  lent,  and  that  Go- 
vernment was  never  to  repay  the  principal,  if  they  chofe, 
while,  they  continued  the  monopoly,  he  muft  fay,  it  was  not  fo 
very  fair  to  ftate  the  fum  lent. at  the  full  value  of  4,200,000), 
for  if  the  monopoly  ihould,  in  any  cafe,  be  annihilated, 
without  the  will  of  Government  then  the  money,  as  he  had 
(aid,  could  not  be  called  for  ;   and  if  the  Company  wifhed 
to  fell  their  intereft  in  that  loan,  which  was  funk,  in  the 
three,  per  cents,  they  would  of  courfe  lofc  about  two  fifths  of 
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the  whole;  and  therefore  the  account  fhould,  ih  candour, 
have  ftated,  that  towards  paying  their  debts,  they  had  in 
the  three-pcr-cent.  flock  a  property  that  would  fell  for 
2,520,000!.  . 

The  next  article  was  of  a  very  lingular  nature  indeed, 
and  gave  the  Houfe  a  fpecimen  of  the  principle  on  which 
this  account  was  made  up.  A  charge  was  made  on  Govern* 
inert  of  260,687k  for  the  fubfiftence  of  prifoners  in  the 
war  which  concluded  in  1763.  To  this  article  he  did  not 
rnean  to  objeft,  as  a  debt  defperate,  and  to  be  altogether 
ftruckout;  but  in  their  prefent  emergency,  was  it  to  be 
considered  as  an  article  of  available  property  ?  This  claim 
was  made  on  France  immediately  oh  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  in  1763,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  fucceffion,  that  is,  un- 
til the  commencement  of  the  lad  war.  The  payment  of  die 
fum  was  conftantly  fought  for,  and  as  fteadfaftly  denied. 
Now,  though  he  for  his  own  part  would  profhife  and  pledge 
himfclf  to  the  Company,  that  he  fhould  exert  every  effort 
of  his  mind  and  power  to  accompli  fh  this  payment,  though 
there  was  a  negociation  at  this  inftant  going  on  at  Paris  for 
the  payment  of  it,  and  though  he  would  pledge  himfelf  alfo 
for  the  exertion  and  activity  of  the  noble  Duke  now  at  Paris 
on  the  rubjeft,  ft  ill  he  afked,  if  a  fum  which  had  been  con- 
tended for  in  vain  for  fo  long  a  time,  was  to  be  a  flu  me  d  in 
fuch  an  account  as  available  property  ? 

The  next  article  of  139,8771.  for  expences  on  the  Ma- 
nilla expedition,  and  of  21 9447K  for  hofpital  expences,  bore 
the  fame  completion.  They  were  all  fums  which  had  beer* 
in  contention  for  fo  long  a  time,  that  though  they  might 
be  fairly  due,  they  could  not  be  eftimated  as  property  at 
hand,  in  fund,  or  come-at-able ;  they  had  been  difallowed 
by  every  fuccetding  Treafury,  including  even  that  of  tho 
Earl  of  Shelburne;  he  therefore  begged  to  afk  the  Houfe, 
whether  tbefe  three  fums  making  422,0111.  ought  to  have 
been  brought  forward  in  the  prefent  ftatement  as  property 
applicable  to  the  di (charge  of  their  debts  ? 

ihc  next  article  was  under  the  head  of  cafh,  which  waa 
ftated  in  money,  in  bonds  paid  in  at  the  fales,  and  again  to 
be  ifTued,  and  in  debentures  and  cuftom  notes,  to  amount  to 
609,954!.  Now  to  this  he  had  an  objection.  The  bonds 
were  here  ftated  as  cafh,  and  no  notice  was  taken  of  a  very 
material  article  which  was  the  difcount,  on  their  being  ifTued 
again.  They  bore  a  very  confiderable  difcount,  and  an  al- 
lowance fhould  have  been  made  for  this  difconnt  which  they 

b  2  muS 
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mufl  fuffer,  •  on  their  being  again  iffued.  They  could  not  take 
any  advantage  of  them  but  by  iffuing  them  anew,  and  they 
rtiuft  be  iffued  at  a  difcount.  Inftcad  therefore  of  dating 
them  on  jhis  fide  of  the  account  as  cafh,  and  charging  them 
on  the  other  fide  as  debts  againft  themfelvcs,  they  ought  to 
have  dated  merely  the  amount  of  the  difcount  as  an  item 
againft  themfelveson  the*  debtor  fide  of  the  account. 

The  next  fum  was  ftated  to  be  due  for  goods  fold,  but  not 
delivered,  553,2581.  To  this  he  had  no  obje&ion.  The 
next  article  was  the  value  of  the  goods  in  the  warehoufes, 
of  which  the  frieghts  and  duties  were  paid,  2,500,000!, 
This  he  did  not  confider  as  proper  to  be  taken  in  the  way 
which  they  had  taken  it.  It  was  to  be  enquired  whether  they 
could  difpofe  of  this  property,  and  when — whether  they 
could  make  it  productive,  and  to  the  amount  at  which  they  had 
taken  it — though  he  did  not  believe  that  they  could ;  yet  he 
did  not  objeft  to  this  article.  At  the  fame  time  it  might  have 
been  proper  for  them  to  have  fitted  the  amount  without  the 
cuftoms.  They  charged  themfelves  with  the  cuftoms  on  the 
other  fide  indeed;  but  to  have  made  the  account  regular,  the 
fum  fhould  have  been  regularly  ftated  here  without  the  doa- 
ble entry. 

The  next  was  the  merchandife  exported  to  Jndia,  but  not 
included  in  the  property  here,  as  not  being  yet  arrived, 
1,219,0911.  When  a  man  was  making  out  a  ftate  of  ac- 
counts, to  prove  that  he  had  in  hand  a  fufHcient  quantity  of 
goods,  which  he  could  immediately,  or  in  a  reafonable  time, 
convert  into  money,  one  might  be  a  little  furpri fed  to  find 
him  enumerating  articles  which,  in  their  nature,  could  not  be 
converted  into  money;  and  yet  the  Company  had  acted  pre- 
cifely  in  this  manner  ;  for  they  ftated  that  merchandife, 
to  the  amount  of  1,219,091!.  had  been  exported  to  India, 
but  not  included  in  the  accounts  of  property  there,  not  be- 
ing arrived  when  they  were  made  up.  Now  in  this  account 
were  included  military  ftores,  to  the  amount  of  about  half 
that  fum,  which  were  not  to  be  ufed  for  any  mercantile  pur- 
pose, but  were  to  be',  if  they  had  not  already  been  con  fumed 
by  the  army :  to  the  fum  therefore  of  at  leaft  6oo,cool.  in 
this  article,  he  would  certainly  except :  it  formed  no  part  of 
the  means  of  the  Company  to  pay  their  prefent  debts,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  been  included  in  an  account  of 
Ways  and  Means.  They  could  not  bring  them  to  any  mar- 
ket, and  they  were  not  to  be  taken  as  available  property. 
.  On  this  article,  therefore,  he  took  600,000!. 
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The  next  fum  was  for  Giver  remaining  in  the  Treafury, 
1,0901.  The  only  notice  which  he  meant  to  take  of  this 
article  was,  to  declare  his  aftonifhnicnt,  or  rather  indeed  not 
his  aftonifhnicnt,  but  to  point  it  out  as  a  faft,  .which 
proved  his  ftatement  of  their  finances  to  be  right.  After 
enumerating  their  millions  afloat ;  their  millions  in  the 
warehouses ;  they  came  to  the  calculation  of  their  fpecie* 
and  it  amounted  to  the  fum  of  10 col.  this  reminded  him  of  an 
article  in  one  ,of  our  great  bard's  beft  plays,  where  fpeaking 
of  one  of  his  beft  charafters,  it  is  fa  id ;  fo  much  for  fade ; 
fo  much  for  fugar ;  fo  much  for  burnt  hock ;  fo  much  foe 
this,  and  fo  much  for  that ;  but  for  the  iblid— the  fubftan-  - 
tial — theftaff  of  life— bread- -one  halfpenny  :  fo  it  was  with 
this  flourifhing  Company :  they  had  millions  of  goods,  of 
bonds,  of  debts ;  but  of  filver  they  had  one  folitary  thouland 
pounds* 

The  next  article  was  for  the   advance  of  freight,  to  bo 
dedu&ed  on  the   arrival  of  the  (hips,   172,3341.     To  thii 
article  he  had  very  great  and  folid  objection.     It  was  a  piece 
of  com  pleat  and  molt  unpardonable  fallacy^     They  dated,  in 
their  favour,  the  advanced  freight  which  they  had  paid,  but 
they  had  not  taken  again  ft  them,  on  the  other  fide,  the  ium 
of  "freight  and  demurrage,  which  they  would  have  to  pay. 
To  (hew  the  fallacy   of  this  article,  he  would  fuppofe  that 
he  had  1000I.  to  pay  on  his  note  next  Monday,  of  which, 
however,  he  bad  already  advanced  tool.     In  eftimating  his 
^account  he   took  to  his  favour  the  iool.  which  he  had  paid, 
but  took  no  notice,  nor  made  any  provifion  for  the  900I. 
which  he  had  to  pay.  The  Company  had  advanced  the  freight 
on  iifty-threc  (hips  ;  of  thefe,  fourteen  had  come  home,  and 
there  were  flill  thirty-nine  (hips  behind  j  but  of  thefe,   two 
had  been  burnt  and  blown  up  ;  fo  that  there  remained  thirty- 
feven  ihips  in  India,  and  coming  home,  on    which  the  re- 
maining freight  and  demurrage  was  to  be  paid,  and  this  was 
to  be  eftimatcd  at  50,000!.  a  fhip.  So  that,  inftead  of  this  fum 
which  they  had  taken  to  their  credit,  they  were  to  be  charged 
in  this  account  with  1,850,000).  for  which  they  were  bound, 
and  which  they  mull  pay.     This  he  called  a  very  unpardon- 
able fallacy.     He  defired  to  know  what  Parliament  would 
think  of  any  refponfible  minifter,  pay  mailer,  or  fervant,  who 
ftiouldaS  in  that  manner.     Or  was  it  pofiible,  that  any  man 
appointed   under  the  prefent  bill,  and   accountable  to  that 
Houfc,  could  prefrnt  an  account  fo  miferably  deficient  as 
this  was  ? 

The 
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The  next  fum  was  &  fmall  charge  for  their  Shipping  in 
England,  it  was  only  1 2,300!.  and  he  might  fay  de  mbtiihis 
mn  curat  prater ;  but  ftill  he  mud  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fab* 
jeft,  as  k  fhewed  to  what  fhifts  the  Company  thought  them- 
fclves  driven,  when  they  would  fuffer  fuch  an  article  to  be 
brought  into  an  account,  it  could  be  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  fwelling  at  ail  events  the  total ;  this  fum  was  eftimated  to 
be  the  value  of  (hips  and  veffels  employed  by  the  Company 
in  England.  The  meaning  of  this  was,  that  the  fate  of  thefe 
veffels  would  produce  that  fum  :  but  as  fuch  a  fale  could  be 
thought  of  only  in  cafe  the  Company  were  going  to  fell  off 
all  their  ftock  and  give  up  bufinefs,  he  would  objeft  to  the 
article  ;  becaufe  as  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion than  to  diffolve  the  Company,  fo  no  fuch  fate  could 
take  place  wfiile  they  fhould  exift.  The  article  of  253,616!. 
was  exceptionable  on  the  fame  ground :  the  Company's 
houfes  and  buildings  in  London  were  eftimated  at  that  fum ; 
but  as  they  were  not  to  be  fold,  he  would  objeft  to  the  car- 

2ing  of  that  fum  to  the  account  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
ompany.  ■  If  brought  forward,  it  Was  to  be  brought 
forward  on  the  prcfumption  of  their  bankruptcy ;  a  pre* 
fumption  which  he  never  made,  and  which  could  not  be  taken. 
To  the  article  of  703,8241.  taken  as  the  prime  coft  of 
four  cargoes  on  their  paflage  from  Bengal,  he  objefted  in  part. 
It  ought  to  have  been  ftated,  what  was  very  well  known, 
that  the  Company  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs  by  Bengal 
goods,  and  this  lofs  ought  to  have  been  dedufted  from  the 
prime  coft  of  the  four  cargoes. 

The  Company  eftimated  the  four  cargoes  on  their  paflage 
from  Bengal,  at  prime  coft,  to  be  ■■  7°3>824 

To  this  were  to  be  added  the  duties,      •       1 70,000 

freight,       — —         200,000 

Which  made .  L1>°1Z^%A 

from  which  the  fum  of  960,000!.  being  dedufted,  as  the 
whole  of  the  value  which  thofe  aitkrles  would  here  bring,  the 

Company  of  courfe  muft  be  lofers  of  113,824!. -To 

the  fum  of  364,515V.  ftated  as  the  value  of  cargoes  dif- 
£atched  from  Bengal  to  other  prefidencies,  he  intended  alfo 
to  objeft ;  becaufe  as  thefe  cargoes  confided  of  military 
ftores,  they  were  hot  property  that  could  be  converted  into 
money  ;  andconfequently  ought  not  to  be  ftated  as  ways  and 
means  to  pay  debts  that  preflcd  upon  the  Company  immedi- 
ately.   It  was  in  the  nature  of  the  article,  to  a  moiety  of 

which 
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which  he  had  already  excepted,  .0/  military  (lores  fent  to 
India ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  remark,  that  whenever  thi% 
fort  of  charge  occurred,  he  (bould  object  to  it. 

He  now  came  to  the  article,  entitled,  Quick  Stock  at  Ben*, 
gal,  under  various  denominations — In  treafure  and  bills 
777,36 1 1.  that  he  allowed.  The  goods  for  Europe  difpatched> 
— the  goods  imported  and  unfold — and  the  fait — but  the  ar- 
ticle of  ftores  unexpended  he  objected  to,  on  the  argument  ' 
already  ftated,  and  he  took  for  this  680,5091.  The  funi 
advanced  to  the  Board  cf  Trade  was  ftated  to  be  837,4651. 
and  this  was  erroneous.  The  ium  for  investments  was  only' 
635,000!.  and  this  fum  ought  to  be  lefs  by  i6o,QOOl.  He 
ftated  the  particulars  of  this  error  alfo.  It  was  not  a  little* 
fingular  to  find  by  what  means  the  Company  fwelled  up  their  v 

account  of  debts  due  to  them,  in  order  to  (hew  what  meant 
they  were  pofleffed  of  to  pay  their  debts.  In  this  place  thej 
valued  the  current  rupee  at  2s,  3d.  when  every  man  knewi 
that  to  rate  it  at  2s.  id,  was  fetting  rathsr  a  high  value,  on 
it,  the  general  exchange  being  at  2s« 

The  next  article  he  would  wifh  to  prefs  to  the  confideratioq. 
of  the  Houfe — it  was  the  debt  due  by  the  Nabob,  Afoph  ul 
Dowla,  789,828!.  This  debt  was  in  the  nature  of  many, 
others  which  were,  due  to  us  in  India,  and  which  had  beer* 
made  the  foundation  of  ourvarious  wars.  A  claim  was  mad? 
on  the  Nabobs,  or  the  Rajahs,"for  the  debt  which  they  owed. 
Their  anfwer  was,  that  they  were  unable ;  but  that  their 
fubjefts  in  a  certain  diftrift  were  not  only  in  arrears,  but 
refra&ory,  and  therefore  if  the  Company  would  affift  them 
to  reduce  their  fubiefts  to  obedience  and  payment,  they  would 
pay  their  debts.  On  this  pretext  we  ©nlef  ed  on  the  war,  and 
what  particular  fpecies  of  war  we  commenced  might  be  draWq 
from  the  records  of  the  Company— a  war  of  horror  and  de- 
valuation— we  fcoured  deferted  countries-— we  ravaged  and 
burnt  the  villages — we  deftroyed  or  we  captured  the  womeq 
and  theinfants— in  this  manner  the  Rohillas  one  year,  theiMa? 
riwar  country 'the  next,  then  the  Polygars  Were  laid  wafte  and 
defolated,  and  thole  innocent  and  unprotected  natives  deft roy«? 
cd;  the  men  were  murdered,  the  women  imprifoncd  and  dif- 
graced,  their  children  left  a  prey  to  want,  and  every  religious; 
and  civil  right  violated.  To  prove  this,  he  deliredihe  Clerk  .  * 
might  read  a  tetter  from  Lieut.  CoU  Bonjour,  a  Swifs  officer 
in  the  Company's  fcrvice,  which  defcribed  the  manner  it} 
which  he  found  a  country,  in  India  in  1773,  when  fent  into 
it  to  force  people  to  pay  money  :  the  villages  were  deferted 
py  the  men,  who  left  none  in  them  but  women  and  children; 

4  iht 
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the  men  fell  upon  the  Englifh  convoys,  and  cut  then*  off, 
and  put  many  of  the  foldiers  to  death.  He  reprefented  there* 
fore  that  either  the  defign  muft  be  given  up,  or  reprifals  muft 
be  made  on  women  and  children,  which  would  (hock  huma- 
nity.— He  painted  to  them,  in  the  warm  colours  of  feeling, 
the  fcene  of  horror  which  the  fervice  exhibited,  and  depre- 
cated fuch  wars  as  inglorious  and  contemptible.  "  Thank 
God  !  exclaims  Mr.  Fox,  they  have  always  failed.  They  have 
conftantty  been  as  unproductive  of  revenue  as  th?y  were  pro- 
ductive of  infamy.  In  every  infrance  we  have  failed  in  our 
object,  but  in  no  inftance  have  we  avoided  the  curfes,  the 
abhorrence,  the  contempt  of  mankind."  He  read  alfo  a  let- 
ter from  the  Soubah  of  Oude,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

"  When  the  knife  had  penetrated  to  the  bone,  and  I  was 
furrounded  with  fuch  heavy  diftreffes  that  I  could  no  longer 
live  in  expectations,  I  wrote  you  an  account  of  my  difficulties. 
*  "  The  anfwer  which  I  have  received  to  it  is  fuch,  that  it 
has  given  me  inexpreffible  grief  and  affliction.  I  never  had 
the  leaft  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  Council,  that 
you  would  ever  have  given  your  orders  in  fo  afflicting 
a  manner,  in  which  you  never  before  wrote,  and  which 
I  could  not  have  imagined.— —As  I  am  rcfolvcd  to  obey  your 
orders  and  directions  of  the  Council,  without  any  delay,  as 
long  as  I  live,  I  have,  agreeably  to  thofe  orders,  delivered 
up  all  my  private  papers  to  him  (the  refident)  that  when  he 
fhall  have  examined  my  receipts  afid  expences,  he  may  take 
whatever  remains.  .  As  I  knot?  it  to  be  my  duty  to  fatisfy 
you,  the  Company,  and  Council,  I  have  not  failed  to  obey 
in  any  inftance,  but  recjuefted  of  him  that  it  might  be  done 
fo  as  not  to  diftrefs  me  in  my  ncccflary  expences  ;  there  be- 
ing no  other  funds  but  thole  for  the  expences  of  my  mut- 
feddies,  houfhold  expences,  and  fervants,  &c.  He  demanded 
/  thefein  fuch  a  manner,  that,'  being  remedilefs,  I  was  obliged 

to  comply  with  wjiat  he  required.  He  has  accordingly  flop- 
ped the  penfionsof  my  old  iervantsfor  thirty  years,  whether 
fepoys,  mutfeddies,  or  houfehold  fervants,  and  the  expences 
of  my  family  and  kitchen,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  my 
grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and 
dependents,  which  were  for  their  fupport.  I  had  raifed  13OQ 
horfc,  and  three  battalions  of  fepoys,  to  attend  upun  mc  ; 
but,  as  I  have  no  refource  10  fupport  them,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  remove  the  people  ftationed  in  the  mahals  (dif- 
trtcts)  and  to  lend  his  people  (the  rcfident's  people}  intp  the 

tnahals; 
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mahals ;  fo  that  I  have  not  now  one  fingle  fcrvant  about  rite  } 
fhoold  I  mention  to  What  farther  difficulties  Ihaie  been  rc«* 
duced,  it  w6old  lay  one  6pcn  to  contempt."  * 

He  would  mate  no  comment*  on  this  lettay  be  would 
leave  it  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe.  All  thefe  debts  from 
this  Nabob,  and  from  all  the  Nabobs  and  Rajahs,  he  wifhed 
at  once  to  ftrike  off;  and  he  believed  that  the  fetHngs  and  the 
magnanimity  of  the  country  would  go  with  him  in  faying, 
that  they  Would  rathei*  be  doomed  to  pay  all  that  the  Com- 
pany owed,  ill  as  they  could  at  this  time  near  it ;  ill  as  their 
fin  king- fond  could  luftain  the  fhock,  they  would  apply  to 
that,  rather  thstn  wring  it  from  the  princes  of  the  country* 
by  aiding  diem  in  wars  on  their  Innocent  people.  In  this 
part  of  his  fpeech,  all  fides  of  the  Houfe  joined  in  the  excla- 
mation of  u  hear  him  !  hear  him  P'  as  the  teftimony  of 
their  approbation. 

The  next  article  was,  debts  by  the  Company  in  Bengal, 
on  bond  and  otherwife,  2,367,1161.  Upon  this  he  only 
obferv?d,  that  from  the  word  otherwife,  it  might  be  ima- 
gined that  there  were  confiderablc  debts  not  on  bond— where- 
as the  whole  amount  was  on  bond  except  ioo,oool.  With 
this  obfervation  to  mark  the  ftile  of  the  account,  he  allowed 
die  fame.  But  there  was  a  very  curiohs  and  Angular  mat- 
ter occurred  here.  It  ftated  that  the  arrears  due  to  the  army* 
did  not  appear;  bnt  by  a  fubfequent  minute  it  did  appear, 
that  the  arrears  up\o  March  1783,  amount  to  502,174!.— 
This  they  ftate  to  come  by  the  laft  dtfpatches.  Would  it 
not  be  imagined  that  at  lean  they  would  brine  this  500,000k 
to  accoont  ?  Not  one  figure  of  it.  He  afked  the  Houfe 
what  they  would  think  of  Government,  if  having  accounts 
from  abroad  of  arrears  due  to  the  arjny,  they  failed  to  bring- 
half  a  million-  forward—- Would  they  not  impeach  the  de- 
faulter ?  He  wifhed,  therefore,  to  refcue  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  from  a  Company  capable  of  fuch  a  crime,  for  a  crime  ' 

he  declared  it  was. 

Before  he  left  the  article  of  the  quick  flock  of  Bengal; 
he  nmft  obferve,  there  was  an  omiffion  entirely  of  130,000!. 
due  by  the  Company  to  the  Military  Fund  eftablifhed  by 
Lord  Clive,  and  the  Nabob  Afoph  ul  Dowla,  and  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  which  fum  muft  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Lord 
Clive. 

The  quick  ftock  at  Madras  came  next ;  and  here  again  he 

obje&ed  to  the  article  of  ftores,  military  and  naval,  unex* 

pended,  which  was  264,110!.  and  on  the  fame  account  that 

Voh.  XII.  T  he 
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u  Goods  provided  for  Europe,  95,1 45!."  Of , this  be  dif- 
allowed  32,0001.  put  on  board  two  ihips  that  failed  after  the 
date  here  taken,  and  which  was  included  in  the  prior  flatc- 
jnent  of  goods  in  warehouses,  and  he  alfo  took  the  freight 
,and  demurrage,  to  be  paid  on  their  arrival  in  England* 
148,0031.  for  military  and  naval  ftores,  difalLowed  fpr  rea- 
*  fons  formerly  given. 

The  debts  due  to  the  Company  of  891,0691.  he  doubted 
of  as  much  as  of  the  unfecured  part  of  kagobah's  debt,  fop 
the  reafops  already  Hated.  By  thefe  dedu£tions,  the  debt 
^ue  by  the  Company  at  Bombay  amounted  to  2,000,000!. 
jnftead  of  1,790,0001. 

There  was  an  additional  arrear  to  be  taken  as  doe  to  the 
army  in  India,  beyond  what  the  account  ftated  of  140,000!. 
They  alfo  owed  to  the  Nizam,  30  lacks  of  rupees,  which  was 
300,000!.  totally  omitted.  Bekdcs  thefe  tyms,  which  amount 
in  the  whole  to  9,409,0001.  there  was  to  be  added  the  fum 
due  to  the  Proprietors  of  3,200,0001.  which  made  the  fum  in 
the  whore  more  than  1 2,000, 000I.  which  be  pledged  himfclf 
t(j  exhibit  in  obje&ion  to  their  account. 

There  werp  other  inaccuracies  in  their  ftaterqent,  which 
made  considerable  difference  in  its  truth,  but  into  which  he 
jiad  pot  particularly  entered.  It  was  alledged  that  the  fuqi 
of  400,0061.  lately  paid  by  the  Company  to  Government, 
was  as  a  price  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter.  It  was  no 
luch  thing.  They  paid  it  as  a  debt  due  to  the  country,  and 
fo  it  was  confidered  *. 

The 

•  In  confequence  of  thefe  objections  to  the  ftatement  exhibited  by  the  Com- 
pany, thef Court- of  Directors  prepared  the  following  Paper  of  Obfenrations  on 
.their  Account : 

Ea(l~India  Houfe,  Dec.  3,  1781. 
At  a  General  Court  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
'  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  held  here  by  Adjournment  this  Pay,  thtj 
following  Report  from  the  Court  of  Directors  was  read : 

PURSUANT  to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors 
«f  the  Eaft-India  Company,  held  the  a  8th  November  laft,  to  their  Court  of 
Directors,  "  to  prepare  fuch  additions  to  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs 
?*  then  laid  before  the  fold  General  Court,  as  might,  in*  th,eir  opinion,  tend  the 
41  moll  fully  to  e{oci$late  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch  ftate  to  the  General  Court 
**  at  its  adjourned  meeting ;"  the  Court  of  Directors  haye  revifed  thefaid  date 
of  the  Company's  affairs  laitf  before  the  laft  General  Court;  and  finding  the 
faid  account  to  be  fubitantially  right,  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  General  Court, 
with  explanatory  notes  to  elucidate  the  fame,  as  follows : 

*TATE 
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The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  went  into  a  train  of 
jnoft  admirable  and  eloquent  dedu&ions  from  his  premifes, 

and 

\ 

State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  East-India  Company  in  England,  am  the 

19M  November,   1783,  and  according  to  the  late  ft  Advices 

from  their  Settlements  Abroad. 

The  capital  flock  of  the  Company  confifts  of  2,800,000!.  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietors into  the  Company's  Treafury,  being  after  the  rate  of  87J  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  capital  of  3,100,000!.  fubferibed.  The  Proprie- 
tors are  liable  to  a  call,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  General  Court,  for  the  re- 
maining 1  x\  per  cent,  upon  the  fum  fubferibed,  amounting  to  40o,oo»L 

The  Property  of  the  Company  confiib  of  the  following  articles,  via. 

The  debt  from  Government,  for  money  lent  in  confederation  of 
the  grant  of  their  charter,  and  renewals  of  \heir  exclufive  right 
of  trade  '■■     ■■  —  ■  ■    ■■■  ■  \  ■■■  ■         ■ 


The  hiftory  of  this  debt,  and  the  Company's  right  to  be  paid 
the  fame  in  money,  on  the  expiration  of  th^  right  to  exclu- 
t  five  trade,  (land  as  follow  : 

In  1698,  the  Company  lent  s,oootoool.  at  8  percent,  to  go- 
vernment, in  confederation  of  the  charter  of  incorporation, 
and  the  right  to  exclufive  trade  until  three  years  notice  after 
the  29th  Sept.  1 7 1 1,  and  until  re-pay  men  t  of  the  2,000,000!. 
fo  lent. 

in  1707,  i,20o,oool.  more  was  lent,  at  5  per  cent,  and  the 
intereft  on  the  former  2, 000, 00  ol.  was  reduced  to  5  per  cent* 
in  consideration  of  extending  the  period  for  redemption  of  the 
right  of  exclufive  trade  till  three  years  after  the  261ft  of  March, 
1726,  and  with  condition,  upon  fuch  redemption,  to  repay  the 
whole  3f 200,000]. 

In  1 7 12,  ."  To  encourage  the  Company  to  proceed  in  their  trade, 
and  make  lading  fettlements  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance 
thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  Britifh  nation,"  the  power  of  va- 
cating the  charter,  and  redeeming  the  exclufive  trade  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  term  for  payment  of  the  3,200,0001.  was  en- 
larged, until  three  years  notice  after  the  25th  of  March  1733. 

In  171 9,  1721,  and  1723,  three  feveral  acts  were  paired,  con* 
firming,  enlarging,  and  fecuring  the  Company's  rights  under 
the  preceding  acts  and  charters.  v 

In  1729,  the  intereft  of  the  debt  of  3,200,0001.  was  reduced 
from  5  to  4  per  cent,  the  fum  of  200,000!.  was  given  to  Go- 
vernment, and  the  Company's  right,  under  the  act  of  1712, 
to  a  perpetuity  of  exclufive  trade,  was  given  up  in  confidcra- 
fion  that  (he  fame  ihould  continue  until  three  years  notice  after 
the  25th  March  1766,  and  until  repayment  of  the  debt  of 
3,200,000!.  and  that,  after  fuch  redemption  of  the  exclufive 
fight  of  prade,  the  Company'  jfiould  for  ever  remain  a  body 


£■ 
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cprnprate, 
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and  into  diftincY  anfwers  to  the  feveraj  arguments  which 
had  been  adduced  again  ft  the  principle,  provifion,   and  ten* 
'  dency  of  his  bill. 

The 

corporate,  with  power  to  e,xercifc  for  ever  a  free  trade  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  m  common  with  the  reft  of  his  Ma  jetty's  fubje&s. 

In  1744)  tne  Company  lent  a  farther  fum  of  i,ooo,oool.  to 
Government  at  3  per  cent,  intereft,  in  confederation  of  extend- 
ing the  term  of  their  right  to  exclufive  trade,  until  three  years 
tiotice  after  the  25th  March  1780,  and  until  repayment  of  the 
whole  debt  of  4,200, oool.  and  confirmation  of  the  corporate 
capacity  and  right  of  free  trade  for  ever. 

In  175O,  the  intereft  on  the  whole  debt  of  4,200,000!.  was  re- 
duced to  3  per  cent,  and  the  Company  was  empowered  (to- 
wards the  difcharge  of  their  bond  debt)  to  grant  the  annuities 
ftatcd  on  the  other  fide  this  account,  for  which  the  funds  ap- 
pointed for  payment  of  the  intereft  to  the  Company,  were 
made  a  collateral  fecurity* 

On  the  7th  April  1780,  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfeof  Commons, 
in  purfuance  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  above-mentioned 
*&»  gave  notice  in  writing  to  the  Company,  that  the  debt  of 
4,200,000!.  and  all  arrears  of  intereft  thereon,  would  be  paid 
off  on  the  ioih  April  1783,  which  notice  was  not  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

In  1781,  in  confederation  of  an  agreement  for  a  participation 
between  Government  and  the  Company  of  the  profits  arifing 
from  the  territorial  acquisitions  and  revenues,  and  of  the  fum 
of  400,0001.  agreed  to  be  paid  in  full  thereof  to  the  ift  March 
1781  (the  fum  of  2,169,398!.  t8s.  zd.  having,  fince  the  year 
j 7 68,  been  before  paid  to  Government  on  that  account),  the 
right  of  exclufive  trade  was  extended  until  three  years  notice 
after  xft  March  1791,  and  until  repayment  of  the  debt  of 
4,200,0001.  And  all  the  corporate  and  other  rights  and  capa- 
cities of  the  Company  were  exprcflly  confirmed. 

Of  this  laft  fum  of  400,000!.  the  fum  of  300,000!.  has  been 
paid,  and  the  remaining  too,oool.  is  ftatcd  as  a  debt  below. 
Due  to  the  Company  for  fubfiftence  of  French  prifoners,  in  the  war 

before  laft,  which  demand  has  been  continually  kept  up,  and  is 

now  under ftood  to  be  in  train  of  iettlement  ■  ■  ■■■  26*, 68 7 

Due  to  the  Company  from  Government,  for  the  following  artickt, 

the  allowance  of  which  is  difputcd  : 

Expences  on  the  expedition  to  Mauilha  —  1 3  9 , 8  7  7 

Jlofpital  cxpcnccs  .■     ■«  ■■  a  1,447 


Thefe  claims  having  always  been  infifted  upon  by  the  Company 
as  a  juft  debt,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Coun  of  Directors  to 
ftate  them  as  Rich.  The  ground  of  the  Man  it  ha  debt  is  an 
afurancej  in  writing,  from  the  Crown,  that  the  Company 


161,324 


ftould 
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The  peace  wkfa  the  Mabrattai  had  been  held  out  by  the 
friends  ajjd  agteti  of  that  great,  man  Mr.  Haftings,  a  man 

who, 

Jhould  be  indemnified  for  all  fuch  expenecs  on  that  expedition, 
as  mould  not  otherwife  be  reimburfed  to  them ;  the  Company 
having  received  only  28,3651.  15s.  8d.  which  is  the  whole 
fum  admitted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  to  be  due  to  the 
Company. 
The  ground  of  the  21,4471.  of  hofpital  expences,  19  an  actual 
diflrarfemest  thereof  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty's  forces. 
Cafli,  coufi&ing  of  the  following  articles,  viz. 

In  money  —  —  —  141,784 

In  the  Company's  bonds  paid  in  at  the  falcs,  as  men- 
tioned below,  which  the  Company  will  again  iiTue    2  80,57  5 
In  debentures  and  cuftom  notes,  which  will,  on  fct- 
tlement,  discharge  fo  much  of  the  fum  charged 
below  as  payable  for  cuftom s  ■  ■     '  186,585 

The  bonds  paid  in,  being  received  in  cam,  and  again,  iffued  as 
opportunity  offers,  are  never  confidered  as  bonds  difcharged, 
or  wrote  off  from  the  account  of  bonds ;  nor  could  the  ac- 
count of  them  he  otherwife  kept,  without  occafioning  great 
confufion  and  inconvenience  ;  and  the  intercft  running  upon 
them,  whiift  j*  kept  in  the  Company's  caih,  has  generally 
paid  the  d&ount  allowed  on  felling  them* 
Due  fox  goods  fold,  but  not  delivered  or  paid  for  _- 

The  eftimated  value  of  goods  in  warehoufe  unfold,  of  which  all 
the  freights  and  duties  are  paid^  or  charged  below. 
Goods  to  be  fold  in  courfe  of  .the  prefent  fale,  and 
paid  for  chiefly  before  the  xft  March,   1784* 
amounting  to,  clear  of  di  lcount  —  s  ,0  5  8 ,3 1 7 

Goods  remaining  to  he  fold  iniuxure  fale  1 ,44 1,673 

Merchandise  and  ftores  exported  to  India,  but  not  included  in  the 

accounts  of  quick  Hock  hereunder  mentioned,  not  being  arrived 

when  the  fame  wexc  made  up,  via. 

Merchandize  .  .    -  ■■  —  921,956 

Stores,  civil,  marine,  and  military  —  297,136 


«4S 


The  produce  of  every  part  of  thefe  ftores  and  merchandize  will  he 
either  brought  into  the  Company's  caih,  or  be  in  an  equiva- 
lent way  accounted  for  under  the  following  heads,  viz. 

ill.  Merchandise  and  ftores  to  be  fold  by  the  Company  to  indif- 
ferent persons,  and  to  the  owners  of  the  ibips  freighted  by  the 
Company,  at  .the  current  .prices  in  India,  and  either  paid  for 
in  caih,  or  changed  to  the  owners  in  account. 

id,  Cloathing  to  be  fold  to  xbe  Commanding  officers  of  corps* 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  eftabliihment  of  thofc  corps. 


*«9*54 
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who,   by  difobeying  the  orders  of  his  employers,  had  made 
himfclf  fo  great,  as  to  be  now  able  to  mix  in  every  queftion 

of 
3d.  Stores,  civil,  military,  and  marine,  to.be  ifTued  to  the  officers 
of  the  Company  in  thofe  departments,  and  charged  to  them 
in  the  account  fettled  with  them  for  the  cxpences  thereof. 
4th.  Stores  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty's  fleet  and  army 
in  India  at  the  current  price,  and  either  paid  for  in  cafli,  or 
remitted  in  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proper  offices  in  England* 
Silver  remaining  in  the  Treafury  for  exportation  —     ■  >>09* 

Advanced  on  account  of  freight  to  the  owners  of  fhips  now  abroad, 
which  will  be  deducted  from  the  freight  payable  to  them  when 
they  arrive  »  «■  >7*i334 

This  article  is  of  the  nature  of  an  advance  made  in  part  of  the 
coft  of  goods  hereafter  to  arrive  and  be  brought  to  fale  in 
London,  which,  when  they  arrive,  will  be  chargeable  with 
the  freight  of  the  fhips  that  bring  them  ;  and  from  that  freight* 
this  advance  will  be  deducted. 
Value  of  fhips  and  vefTels  employed  in  England  —  —  «»,?•» 

This  article  is  greatly  under- rated,  for  the  value  of  a  fhip  and 
fix  packets  now  at  fea,  might  have  been  added  thereto.     The 
whole  confifts  of  fhips,  packets,  and  hoys,  that,  on  the  moft 
moderate  computation,  would  fell  for  the  Aims  they  ftand 
eftimated  at. 
Value  of  the  Company's  freehold  eftate  in  houfes  and  warehoufes 
in  London,  a  fmall  part  of  which  are  let,  but  the  chief  part  oc- 
cupied by  the  Company  _  — .  — .  153,616 
The  return  to  the  Company  for  this  part  of  their  capital  is  found 
in  the  general  ufe  thereof  to  the  carrying  on  their  affairs ;  and 
the  principal,  tfiough  not  applicable  to  their  payments  while 
their  trade  continues,  is  to  be  confidered  as  property  locked 
up,  like  the  principal  of  the  debt  due  from  Government* 
The  prime  coft  of  the  cargoes  of  the  fhips  Refolution,  Hinchin- 
'  brook,  Norfolk,  and  Worccfter,  homeward  bound  from  Bengal        703,814 
The  difpatches  from  Bengal  ftate  confiderable  favings  to  have 
been  made  in  the  purchafes  from  which  thefe  cargoes  were 
fuppHcd  •,  and,  until  the  time  of  the  (hips'  arrival,  and  in- 
v  fpeclion  of  the  quality  of  the  goods,  it  is  impofiible  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  may  fell  at  a  little  more  or  a  little  lefs  than 
the  amount  of  prime  coft  and  charges. 
The  prime  coft  of  cargoes  difpatched  from  Bengal  to  other  prefi- 
'    dencies,  which  are  not  included  in  any  of  the  undermentioned 
accounts  of  quick  ftock                 —                  —                 —            364,5 14 
This  fum  confifts  of  the  following  articles :                           £, 
Cam  fent  to  Madras         — -  -                          ■          103,280 
Stores  fent  to  Madras              —              ■                      347,683 
Goods  fent  to  Bencoolcn                  ■         ■      ■■                *3>30? 
Stores  afloat  at  Bengal              —               — —             %^t 
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of  date,  and  make  every  roeafure  of  Government  3  perfyr 
pal  point  in  which  he  had  a  (hare  —  the  peace  with  the  Mahr 

rattas 

The(c  articles  will  all  be  accounted  for  in  like  manner  as  i*  hcrcTiif 
before  explained  concerning  goods  and  llorcs  exported  fron> 
Europe. 
The  accounts  of  the  credits  and  effects  of  tlje  Company,  and  the 
.debts  owing  by  them  at  the  fcvcral  prcfidencics  in  fndia,  have 
been,  from  time  to  nine,  fent  home  under  the  head  of  Balance? 
of  the  Quick  Stock,  diftinguifhing  them  thereby  from  the  v«luc 
of  fortifications,  and  other  articles,  called  dead  (lock.  Thci'c  ac- 
counts of  quick  (tack  can  never  be  made  up  to  the  prctlnt  time 
in  England,  becaufc  of  the  diftance  of  fituation;  and  mutt, 
therefore*  be  dated  according  to  the  laft  accounts  tranftniucd. 
The  reducing  them  to  ftcrling  money  is  only  ftrviccablc  for  elu- 
cidating the  iiibicQ  to  thole  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  Indian  dc-  % 
nominations  of  moneys  \)\it  the  qrholc  of  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments ire  to  be  made  upon  the  fpot  in  Indian  money  ;  the  Com- 
pany is  not  bound  to  make  tficm  othcrwifc;  and  therefore,  the 
rate  of  exchange  aflumed  can  only  aflfeft  the  ultimate  balance ; 
and  they  are  the  fame  that  hayc  always  been  ufed  for  that  purpofc. 
Quick  ftock  at  Bengal  on  the  aSth  February.  17*3,  valuing  the 
rupee  at  2%,  3d.  (ler!;ng  :                               '1. 

In  trcaiure  and  bifU  receivable  —  77?»3^' 

Jn  goods  applicable  td  the  cargoes  of  (hips  for  Eu- 
rope, provided  at  the  reduced  price  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  fubjeft  to  the  lame  obfcryations 
as  the  four  cargqes  before  mentioned  —  921,805 

In  advances  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  for  the  farther  purchafc  of  goods  fof 
Europe,  and  in  debt?  in  the  ordjna/y  courfc  of 

bufinefs  •     —  ■—  —  *3  7,4*$ 

In  goods  imported  from  Europe,  to  b<>  fold  or  ap- 
plied as  before  explained,  under  the  head  pf  mer- 
chandise and  flores  exported  from  Europe  7  8;  1 94 

In  (tares,  civil,  marine,  and  military,  unexpended,       ^ 
to  be  fold  or  applied  in  the  feme  manner  68c, $69 

In  fait,  manufac^urc4  by  the  Company,  paid  for  and 

remaining  unfold  —  — r  «i'9>*9? 

Debt  due  by  tt|«  Nabob  Afoph  ul  Dov/Ia,  uncontro- 
verted  by  him,,  and  lubjeft  to  no  juft  ground  of 
doubt  about  the  payment  — •  —         789,8*8 

Amount  of  quick  ftock  in  Bengal  r-  f  i*o<>>05'r 

Deduct  the  debt*  due  by  the  C'ompiny  in  Bengal, 

and  payable  there,  of  every  denomination  2f367»U* 

Balance  of  quick  ftock  in  Bengal,  in  fav<ur  of 

thp  Company  —  —  1*838,937 
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ratt$t  was  held  out  as  fo  favourable  to  this  country,  that 
every  good  was  to  be  deriveJ  from  it.     What  faid  the  laft 

advices 

The  arrears  due  to  the  army  in  Bengal  at  this  period,  do  not  ap- 
pear ;  but  by  a  fubfcquent  minute  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
of  their  pay  and  arrears,    of  every  kind,  to  the  month  of 
March,  1783,  would  amount  to  about  502,174),     This  fort 
of  unliquidatedrdemand  muft,  at  all  times,  neceflarily  arife  in 
accounts  dated  in  India  at  one  time,  and  in  England  at  ano- 
ther i  but  if  on  the  one  hand,  e^pences  are  carried  forward 
by  eftimate,  beyond  the  period  up  to  which  the  revenues  are 
credited  in  the  accounts  made  up  in  India,  thofe  revenues  ought 
on  the  other  hand,  to  be  brought  into  the  account j  and  the 
general  refult  could  only  be  thereby  altered,  in  as  far  as  the 
excefs  or  deficiency  of  the  revenues  compared  with  the  ex- 
pences  extend. 
.   There  is  a  fum  of  119,456!.  due  by  the  Company  in  Bengal  to 
the  military  fund  citabliihed  by  Lord  Clive  and  the  Nabob  Sy- 
elf  ul  Dowla.     If  ever  the  Company  fhould  no  longer  have 
an  army  in  India,  or  any  (hips  employed  in  their  fervice,  the 
Aim  of  61,833!.  pait  of  the  above  fu,m,  will  become  a  debt 
payable  by  the  Company  in  India  to  the  heirs  of  Lord  Clive, 
A  debt  of  130,5001.  from  the  Berar  government  to  the  Compa- 
ny, and  a  difputed  claim  of  the  Company,  of  6o,i86l.  for 
incercfls  on  arrears  of  fait  duties,  are  left  ou{  of  this  account. 


The  quick  (lock  at  Madras,  on  the  3j(l  Auguft,  178s,  (fincc 
when  there  are  np  advices  on  this  fubjelt)  flood  as  follows,  va- 
luing the  pagoda  at  8s.  (leriing  ; 

£a(h  and  bills  receivable  __  __  280,400 

Goods  provided  for  Europe  — -  —  68,694. 

Goods  imported,  remaining  unfold  —  89,140 

Stores  unexpended,  civil,  milicary,  and  marine  264,110 

The  nature  of  thefe  articles  fecjns  fufficiently  explamc4 
under  the  head  of  Bengal  quick  dock. 
Debt  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  on  account  current,  not 

difputed  —  —  .   —  968,01* 

Debt  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  being  not  quite  one 

year's  tribute  ■     ■-  <S8>15° 

The  Carnatic  being  pow  freed  from  invafion,  there  is 
no  raafon  to  doubt  but  thefe  debts  will,  in  a  rca- 
fonabte  time,  be  paid. 
Debt  from  the  renters  ftf  fundi y  diftri&s  —  9^3 ,804 
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advices  to  that  ?     Read  the  laft  Gazette  j  in  the  very  mo- 
ment that  an  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  zeal  and  ardour 

carried 

From  the  calamities  which  have  fallen  upon  the  Car- 
natic,  there  is  rcafoD  to  fear  that  a  confiderable  part 
of  this  Aim  may  never  be  recovered. 
Advance  for  inveftments  and  fundry  imall  debts  ?6,8j* 

*, 899, 141 

Dtdu&  debts  due  by  the  Company  at  Madras,- at  the  above 
period,  of  every  denomination,  including  all  arrears 
to  the  military  —  ■  811,1(4 

Balance  at  Madras  in  favour  of  the  Company  2,078,078 


The  obfervation  already  made  under  the  head  of  Bengal,  upon 
carrying  on  the  expence  by  cftimate  to  a  later  date  than  the 
accounts  are  made  up  to,  and  charging  the  riling  revenues 
again  ft  the  fame,  applies  equally  to  the  accounts  at  the  other 
prefidencies  to  thofe  at  Bengal. 


The  quick  Hock  at  Bencoolen,  confiding  of  the  difference 
between  cath  and  effects,  and  the  debts  owing  there  by 
the  Company,  amounted,  in  like  manner,  on  the  19th 
March,  1783,  to  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company 
of  ■  —  ■  189,036 

■—  ■  ■  — » 

The  quick  ftock  at  St.  Helena,  on  the  30th  September, 

1781,  amounted,  in  like  manner,  to  — •  17,618 

The  quick  flock  in  China,  by  an  account  dated  1 8th  De- 
cember, 1782,  as  explained  by  a  letter  dated  17th  Fe- 
bruary, 1783,  amounted,  after  the  difpatch  of  the 
Hups  of  that  feafon,  which  are  arrived,  and  over  and 
above  all  the  debts  of  the  Company  in  China,  to  132,594  j 

Every  part  of  the  quick  flocks  at  Bencoolen,  St,  Helena,  and  I 

China*  appears  undoubtedly  good,  according^to  the  cxpfena- 
tion  herein  before  given. 
The  quick  flock  at  Bombay,  on  the  1 5th/ September,  < 

1782,  valuing  the  rupee  at  as.  6d«  fterling,  flood  as 

follow* :  ! 

Ca(h  and  bills  receivable  —        *    —  34,66a  j 

Goods  provided  for  Europe,  India,  and  China  95>«4S  1 

This  appears  to  be  the   value  of  goods  remaining,  j 

after  loading  the  Neptune  sad  Royal  Admiral. 

U  2  Goods 


Ml 
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carried  him  generally  too  far,   was  loud  in  ckc'anng  that  all 
was  jieace  in  India,  and  congratulating  thfc  Proprietors  on 


Goods  imported,  remaining  unfold  — 

Stores,  civil,  marine,  and  military,  not  expended 
Quick  ft«ck  at  fubordinates,  not  l'pccified  — - 

Debts  to  the  Company  .    891,069 

Deduct  the  unfecured  pari  of  a  del* 


4*»9l* 

148,003 

20,075 


from  Ragobah 


-*-  398,879 


492,190 


fn  the  above  fum  of  492,190!.  Is  included  the  balance 
of  a  debt  due  from  the  Bombay  bank,  amounting 
to  97,950!.  which  has,  for  many  years  pail,  beeri 
included  in  the  accounts  of  quick  (lock  at  Bombay, 
but  which,  notwithstanding,  wc  do  not  confidcr  as 
permanent,  as  probabW  the  exigencies  of  the  Com- 
pany may  have  required  the  government  of  Bom- 
bay to  have  made  tifc  of  it. 

Value  of  cftefts  —  — 


823,027 


The  amount  of  debt  at  Bombay  of  all  denominations, 
(betides  the  arrears  due  to  the  military,  which  are 
not  fpecified)  amounted  at  the  above  period  to  i  >790, 1 1 2 

Deduct  the  value  of  effects  as  above  ~  £23,027 


Bftlance  againft  the  Company 


967,085 


Recapitulation  bf  the  balances  of  quick  (lock  : 
In  favour  of'  the  Company  At  Bengal  — —  1*838,937 

Madras  —  2,078,0^8 

China  — — -  132,596 

fee  n  cool  en  —  189,036 

BU  Helena  -at  27,618 


Againft  the  Company  at  Botnbay 


Am 


4,266,265 
967,08^ 


3,a99,x8d 


*+>3i*>i73 


tJ^UrrifaUil. 


The  debts  due  by  the  Company  are  as  follows  : 
To  the  proprietors  of  annuities  granted  in  the  year  1750,  as  above 
mentioned|  for  die  capital  of  2,992,440!.  at  3  per  cent,  per  an- 
num.    If  the  Company  was  to  buy  up  thefe  annuities  at  the 


prefc&t 


A,  17*3.  D    £    ft    A    T    E    &  149' 

the  prosperous  fituation  of  their  affairs,  came  home  tht 
tlifpatches  contained  in  the  lad  Gazette.  Let  the  Houfe 
learn  from   that  Gazette,     the   prei&ng    oc cation   for    an 

immediate 

prefent price  of  about  55  peroent-  it  would  ccft  aVout  1,645,8421. 

fo  to  buy  them  up ;  but  the  Capital  icceived  for  ihcm  was  2,992,440 

To  the  Company's  bond*,  circulated  by  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  Homed  npt  to  exceed  two  millions.  The  principal  may  be  . 
demanded  by  the  holders,  or  paid  off  by  the  Company,  on  (i*  ' 
months  norfee  i  and  1'uch  bonds  as  have  fix  months  due  upoa 
them,  arc  always  taken  by  the  Company  as  cafti,  in  payment  for 
good*  bought  at  the  falcs,  and  iltued  again  by  the  Company 
when  opportunity  offers.  The  fum  at  prcfqnt  in  circulation 
is  —  —  1,716,125 

Thofc  ftanding  in  the  Company's  calh,  as  above  men- 
tioned, amount  to  ,    ■  —  280,575 

— *- — —     >>996>70O 

To  old  bonds  failed  in,  but  which  have  not  been  prcfentcd  for 
payment,  and  on  which  intereft  has  ceafed  — —  u>59* 

To  government,  for  cuiloms  poftponcd  by  authority  of  Parliament  9 24,* 6* 

To  ditto,  for  cuftoms  due  and  to  giow  due  upon  all  the  goods  in 
hand  unfold;  in  diminution  of  which,  the  fum  of  186,5*41. 
9s.  3d.  of  debentures  hcrcin-before  reckoned  as  cam,  will,  upon 
a  fettlement,  be  charged  ■  ■  716,39% 

To  ditto,  for  the  I  a  ft  payment  of  the  fum  of  400,0001.  agreed  to 
be  paid  under  the  act  of  Parliament  in  1781,  as  herein  lltforc 
ftated  ■  ■  ■     ■  ■  100,000 

To  ditto,  for  exchequer  bills  lent  to  the  Company  by  authority  of  ' 

Parliament,  which  will  become  payable  in  April,   17869  and  in- 
tereft thereon  —  —  —  30**587 

To  accepted  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates,  falling  due  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 
Pad  due,  but  not  pre  It  n  ted  for  payment  —       36,280 

Dae  before  the  x ft  of  March,  1784  —  85,892 

Due  between  the  ift  March,  1784,  and  id  March, 

"78S  •  45*»7oo 

Due  between  the  ift  March,  1785,  and  ift  March, 

1786  »  —  *o$>59$ 

Dae  after  March,   1786  ■  ■  949624 

Two  bonds  payable  on  attcftcd  copies  —  1 5,704 


To  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates  not  accepted,  falling  due  as 
follows .-  ' 

Before  the  id  March,  1784  — -  $1,646 

Between  ift  March,  1784,  and  1  ft  March,  1785  641,321 
Between  ift  March,  1785,  and  ift  March,  1786  775*869 
Jffter  the  ift  March,  1786  »■  48*463 


M0,70t 


2a 


f 
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immediate  reform  of  the  government  of  India.     Let  them 
fee  the  caufe  of  the  dilafters  recorded  in  thofe  direful  dif- 

patches  — 

In  17731  when  the  Company  was  affiftcd  with  a  loan  of 
1,400,000!.  from  government,  they  were  reftraitted  from 
accepting  bills  drawn  from  India  beyond  the  amount  300,000!. 
in  any  one  year,  without  permiflion  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  Until  the  loan  was  repaid.  The  loan  was  repaid  in 
about  three  years,  but  the  reftridion  was  neverthelefs  conti- 
nued j  whereby  the  Company  (lands  precluded  from  the  power 
of  exercifing  their  difcretion,  in  the  acceptance  of  fuch  bills 
as  the  exigency  of  times  and  circumftances,  out  of  the  reach 
ef  human  regulation,  may  render  it  unavoidably  neceflarV  for 
their  prefidencies  abroad  to  draw.  Such  a  neceflity  has  arifen 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  from  the  calamities  of  war,  an^  the 
provifion  of  cargoes  for  the,'  extraordinary  number  of  fhips 
*  fent  out  with  troops  and  warlike  ftores,  which  was  in  part 
i'orefeen,  and  a  permiflion  given  by  the  Treafury  to 
draw  fqr  50  lacks  of  rupees,  or  about  520,0001.  extraordinary 
for  th«  pUrchafe  of  goods;  which  permiflion  could  not  arrive 
in  India  till  after  the  bills  were  drawn.  By  this  means  tire 
Company  is  at  liberty  to  accept  about  588,0001.  of  the  unac- 
cepted bills  j  but  the  Treafury  has  not  yet  permitted  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  reft.  There  appears  no  ground  to  doubt  the 
whole  having  been  properly  drawn  for  the  purpofos  above 
mentioned. 
To  fun  dry  perfons  for  freight  and  other  demands,  in  the  ordinary 

courfc  of  the  Company's  affairs  '  458,481 

This  article  contains  all  that  is  due  for  freight  of  (hips  arrived. 
The  freight  which  will  become  payable  to  thole  hencefor- 
ward to  arrive,  will  be  a  charge  upon  the  goods  they  are 
to  bring,  and  is  in  no  fenfe  whatever  a  debt  again  ft  the 
Company  until  fuch  arrival. 
To  fundry  perfons  for  dividends  and  intcreft  due,  but  not  yet  dc« 

manded  _.  ■   ■  _  149,901 

To  half  a  year's  dividend  on  the  capital  ftock,    payable  next 

Chriflsnas  ■  ■      ■  — —  i*S,oo* 

To  the  furptiis  of  intereft  on  the  military  fund  eftablifked  by  Lord' 

Clive,  as  herein  before  mentioned  —  729639 

1 0,344,69* 


*  • 


From  the  amount  of  the  Company's  property,  as  above 

ftatcdj  being  —  — i— .  I4>3">173 

Deduct  the  amount  of  debts  as  above,  being  *  —  10,3411691 

Rernainsa  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  of         —  3»96*»4*1 

Befidtt 
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patches  —  a  qyarrej  among  the  officers  on  the  common  theme 
of  India,  the  diyifion  of  the  fpojl,  the  difpofal  of  the  plun? 

der 

Beftdes  die  articles  hereunder  fpetified,  upon  wliich  nQ  valua- 
tion is  put  in  the  preceding  accounts,  viz. 

The  dead  ftock  in  India,  confiding  of  fortifications,  ware- 
houses, and  other  buildings,  &c  The  articles  falling 
under  this  dcfcrjption  were  valued  by  Lord  Godolphin's 
Award,  in  the  year  1701,  at  £400,000  but  they  have 
now  coil  the  Company  nearly  (even  millions  fterling. 

The  Company's  landed  property  in  India,  ex- 
clusive of  the  territorial  revenues,  produces 
an  annual  income  of  about  —  8  8 1 ,009 

The  territorial   revenues    upon  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,   and  the    Northern   Circars, 
upon  which  the  public  has  no  claim,  amount 
(fubje&  to  the  charges  of  management)  to 
about,  per  annum  ■  350,000 

The  territorial  revenues  in  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orixa,  amount  (fubjeft  to  the  charges 
of  management)  to  about,  per  annum  1,83  8yaao  ** 

•The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and 
the  tribute  from  Benares,  amount  to  a  far- 
ther  clear  income  of  about,  per  annum  961,000 

The  revenue  arifing  from  fait  in  Bengal 
amounts  to  about,  per  annum  ■  450,000 

The  revenue  of  cuftoms  in  India  amounts  to 
about,  per  annum  »  .136,367 

The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore 
amounts  to  about,  .per  annum  ■  ■  160,090 

The  fubfidy  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
amounts  to  about,  per  annum  ■   ■  ■  »  a 00,000 

■  mm 

Total  of  annual  income  —  5*077,367 

In  this  account  the  revenues  of  Nagore  and  Negapatnam  are  not 
included,  as  they  cannot,  at  prefent,  be  Hated  correctly  ;  nor  is 
Lord  Clive's  jaghire  included,  amounting  to  upwards  of  a  7  >oool. 
per  annum,  which  devolves  to  the  Company  in  May,  1784. 
On  the  other  hand  a  claim  of  the  Nizam,  upon  the  revenues 
of  the  Northern  Circars.  is  not  dated. 

The  war  m  Bengal  and  the  Carnatic  being  happily  at  an  end,  theft 
reven^s,  which,  during  the  war,  were  insufficient  to  fupport 
the  cxpences  thereof,  and  of  the  civil  government,  will  now 
become  productive  of  a  great  furplus  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  debt,  and  the  purchafe  of  cargoes  for  Europe.  Upon  the 
seareft  calculation,  the  peace  eftabliihmcnt  of  all  cxpences 

fayatte 
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iter  tajccn  from  t  be  natives!     They  would  learn  from  the 
.Gazette,  that  our  army  had  ^pft  all  fubordiuation,  as  they 


payable  out  of  thefc  revenues  will  not  exceed  3,096,009!, 

per  annum,  vi».  £, 

Civil  and  milirary  expences  in  Bengal  %,o  10,000 

Pitto  at  Madras  ,     ■        ■  730,000 

Ditto  at  Bombay  ^  -j — r  356,000 

3,096,000 
The  military  arrears,  and  the  cypenecs  of  the  war,  between  ;hc 
periods  {9  w^ich  the  account*  otN quick  (lock  arc  made  up,  and 
the  termination  of  the  war,  will  prpbably  exceed  the  revenue 
of  the  Company  in  India  during  tjie  famje  ftcrjpd  ;  but  the 
amount  of  fuch  exccjfs  being  merely  conjectural,  the  fame  can- 
not be  dated  as  part  pi  an  account  grqunjdcd  on  authentic  do- 
cuments^ Whatever  it  may  ampuat  to,  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
deduction  from  the  balance  of  3,968,48^.  above  ftatcd. 
Jn  this  account  no  credit  js  taken  for  the  value  of  plate,  hqufcltold 
furniture, -planmjoniL,  farms,  Have's,  (loops,  apg  vcfeU  in  lndia^ 
although  ttie  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did, 
in  1771,  admit  thofe  articles  to  be  charged.  They  now 
amount  to  639  ,*8  tl.  and  make  part  of  the  grofs  fum  of  feven, 
pillions  ftated  above,  as  expended  for  dead  (lock. 


^four  Court  of  Directors  alfo  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  General 
Court  an  cftimate  of  the  receipts  and  payments  to  be  made  in 
England,  carried  on  to,  the  ift  March,  i"86t  beyond  which 
time  they  deem  if  improper  to  continue  luch  eftUnatc,  as  the. 
tran factions  fubfequent  thereto  will  principally  depend  upon 
events  that  |}fv|:  not  yet  taken,  place  — for  this  puipoi'c  it,  it  nc- 
ceffary,  in  the  fint  place,  to  confidcr  what  cargoes  are  expected 
to  arrive,  what  fums  they  will  (ell  for,  and  what  outgoings  will 
f>e  attendant  thereon;  which  (land  as  follows  : 

From  the  neeqfluy  of  fepdjng  out  additional  recruits  and  uncom- 
mon quantities  of  (lores,  as  wejl  for  the  Ring's  as  the  Compa- 
ny's iervicc,  during  the  war,  and  tranfporting  to  India  his  Ma* 
jcfty>  troops  in  the  .Company*  $  (hips,  a  much  greater  number 
of  (hips  ha,yc  been  fenf  out  during  the  la(l  three  years,  than, 
tyould  have  becu  fcrt  in  the  coinmon  courfc  of  the  Company '5 
affairs,  which,  when  in  India,  muff,  be  loaded  home,  or  lent 
heme  in  bajiaft.  At  the  fame  time,  the  interruptions  of  naviga- 
tion homeward  bound,  and  waiting  for  convoys,  have  occiiloncd 

.  •  tbc  (hips  to  be  detained  much  longer  on  their  voyages  than  they 
c/bcTwifc  would  have  been;  and  whiift  the  produce  of  the  lilt 
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bad  learnt  from  other  publications*  that  our  civil  govern- 
ment in  India  had  loft  all  energy.     And,  in  addition  to  that, 

information, 

two  yean,  two  falcsin  England  have  bees  very  much  reduced  r> 

for  the  want  of  arrivals,  the  whole  importation  is  thrown  in  a 
mafs,  fo  as  to  bring  to  market  in  the  year  1784  all  thofc-  goods 
that  have  been  fo  withheld  from  the  fales  of  1 78a  and  1783,  to* 
gether  with  a  very  considerable  farther  fuppiy.     Under  theie 
circumftances,  no  lefs  than  45  cargoes  will  be  in  courfe  of  arrU 
?al  between  the  prefent  time  and  the  end  of  the  year  1 784,  vij,    * 
Expected  foon  to  arrive,  four  ihips,  whofe  cargoes  will  have      ' 
been  provided  out  of  the  quick  flock  herein  before  ftau 
ed,  viz. 
One  (hip  from  Bombay,  the  cargo  of  which,  per  oftinme, 

will  fell  for  -       £totop* 

Two  ditto  from  China        —  ditto  —  180^000 

'  One  ditto  from  Bencoolen         —        ditto  -»-  60,000 

Expected  to  arrive  between  March  and  July,   1784,  .14  Ihips  « 
from  Bengal,  the  cargoes  of  which  will  be  provided  at 
follows,  viz. 

Fouj,  ftattd  as  on  their  voyage  in  the  preceding  ae* "] 
count,  and  paid  for  before  making  Up  the  preced-  j 
ing  balances  of  quick  flock  —  —      S    '      00  000 

Ten,  provided  out  of  the  balance  of  the  quick  dock  J  *     ' 

in  Bengal,  and  out  of  the  bills  drawn,  and  dated  J 
above  as  unaccepted  —  —  —J 

Expected  to  arrive  before  Michaelmas  1784. 

Three  cargoes  from  Bombay,  provided  out  of  the  pre* 
ceding  quick  (lock,  aided  by  the  imported  merchan- 
dise from  England  —  —  —  140,009 
Two  ditto  from  Bencoolen,  provided  in  like  manner  t  u>,ooo 
Four  ditto  from  Bengal  and  Madras,  for  the  fuppiy  of 
which  the  merchandize  exported  from  Europe,  applied 
in  aid  of  the  quick  flock,  are  fuppofed  to  afford  a  fuf-  v 
ficient  fund                       ■                      »     ■■             — -.         960,000 
Eighteen  ditto  from  China,  for  which  it  is  eftimated  tl>at, 
<        bcfidei  the  produce  of  merchandize  exported,  .there 
mu&  be  drawn  upon  England  a  fum  of  about  £t  8o>ooo,  < 
which  will  become  payable  about  Midfummer,  17  8  5. 
But  t)vis  is  upon  the  fuppofition  that  no  remittance 
williie  made  in  the  end  of  1783,  or  beginning  of 
1784,  from  Bengal  to  China,  in  con/equence  of  the 
restoration  of  peace.     If  fuch  remittance  (hould  ba  « 
made,  it  will  apply  in  reduction  of  the  fum  to  be 
drawn.   ,The  produce  of  thefc    18    cargoes,   at  the 
Company's  fales,  will,  by  eft i mate,  amount  to        —    *, 709,009 

•■»—••  ■    ■■  ■" 

Toul  value  of  the  expected  importation  by  the  end  of  1 784,  •*•    7,940,000 
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information,  he  would  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Anderfon, 
ftating  that  the  Pefhwa  and  Madajee  Scindia  propofed  that 

they 

Thefe  cargoes,  thus  adding £7,940,000  to  the  value  of  goods 

to  be  fold,  will,  on  the  other  hand,  bring  a  charge  upon 

the  cafli  in  England,  as  follows  :  , 

The  above  mentioned  China  bills  (if  not  diminilhed  by 

remittances  from  Bengal)  will  fall  due  about  Mid- 

fummer  1785,  and  amount  to 


The  freight  and  demurrage  of  the  45  fliips  cannot  be  ex? 
aftly  afcertained,  becaufe  the  fettlement  depends  upon 
dates  of  dispatch  in  India,  and  other  circumftanccs, 
not  at  preient  known,  but  is  edimated  at  £1, 800,000 
•f  which  about  £9*0,000  may,  in  the  commpn  courfe 
of  the  Company's  affairs,  become  payable  before  the 
1  ft  of  March,  1785,  and  the  reft  before  the  1  ft  March 

TKe  duties  payable  by  the  Company,  exelufive  oT  thofe 
paid  by  the  buyers,  will  amount  to  about  ~ 


6lo»oee 


1,800,000 
1,985,000 


Total  of  outgoings 


TT      4»4*S>000 


The  above  duties,  amounting  to  £1,985,000,  will  be 
payable  as  follows,  viz. 

In  fix  months  after  the  fhips  arrival,  about     200,000 
In  twelve  months  after  ditto  — —  200,000 

Payable  after  the  goods  are  fold     — -       1,585,000 

•  *  *     *  ■ 

i,*8j,oo» 


{Suppofing  thegrofs  amount  of  the  Company's  fales  to  be  ac- 
cording to  the  annual  average  of  £3,300,000  per  annum, 
fhe  fales  of  thefe  goods  will  be  as  follows,  viz. 
The  ftock  now  in  hand  will  go  towards  the  fale  between 
the   ift    March,    1784   and    ift   March    1785,    for 
£1,441*673,  which  will  leave  the  value  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  importations  of  1*784,  at  ■ 

The  fales  between  the  ift  March  1785  and  ift  March 
1786,  will  farther  exhauft,  of  the  goods  to  be  To  im- 
ported 


*»*S*tJ»l 


3, 3  00,00 1 


Total  to  be  fold  before  the  ift  March  1786      —  5, 1 5 8,3 *  1 
There  will  remain  therefore,  on  the  ift  March  1786, 
*  in  warehoufe,  of  the  goods  arriving  in  1784,  to  the 

value  of  J  -  *  2,781,673 


Total  importation  in  1 784,  as  above 


A.  1783*  DEBATES.*  *55 

they,  fhould  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Company  to  ftrip 
Tippoo  Saib  of  his  territories,  add  make  a  partition  of 


them 


Befides  the  value  of  about  ij  cargoes,  which  will  be  in 

courfe  of  arrival  in  1785,  which  are  no  way  taken 

into  this  account,  but  will  be  in  warehoufe,  if  they 

arrive  in  their  due  time,  on  the  ift  March,  1786. 

The  fums  payable  in  England  before  ift  March,  1 786,  there* 

fore,  in  refpeft  of  duties  on  goods  henceforward  to  arrive; 

will  be  as  follows : 

To  be  paid  before  ift  March,  1785. 
"The  firft  payment  of  duties  payable' on  arrivals  in 

1784  ■  ■  ■  100,000 

Duties  payable  on  £1,858,317  of  Tales     ■  370,000 


To  be  paid  between  ift  March  1785,  and  ift  March  1786* 
The  fecond  payment  of  duties  payable  on  arrivals 

in  1784  ■  ■  100,000 

Duties  payable  on  £3,360,000  of  fales  ■         660,000 

fiefides  fuch  part  of  the  duties  payable  on  importation  as  lhall 
accrue  upon  the  cargoes  to  be  imported  in  1785,,  which 
may  amount  to  about  £100,000,  but  need  not  be  taken 
into  computation,  becaufe  a  moiety  of  the.  duties  payable 
out  of  the  fales,  are  not  payable  till  three  mouths  after  the 
falcs,  which  delay  will  afford  a  fund  fufficient  for  fuch  firft 
payment,  and  throw  the  whole  thereof  into  a  later  period 
than  that  which  is  the  object  of  the  prefent  eftimate. 

In  addition  to  the  confiderations  which  arife  out  of  this  view 
of  the  expected  arrivals,  and  the  outgoings  attendant  there* 
on,  the  eftimate  of  the  Company's  receipts  and  payments 
will  be  dependent  upon  government  continuing  to  poftpdne 
demands  to  the  amount  of  thofe  already  postponed,  and 
upon  the  unaccepted  bills  being  accepted,  payable  at  one 
period  or  another.     It  is  in  the  following  eftimate  aflumed, 
that  government  will  poftpone  the  faid  demands ',  and  that 
the  unaccepted  bills  falling  due  in  17 84  and  1785,  may  be 
accepted  at  fuch  time  as  lhall  throw  the  payment  thereof 
beyond  the-view  of  the  prefent  eftimate.    It  is  alfo  affumed, 
that  the  bonds  may  be  l^ept  in  circulation }  and  upon  thefe 
premifes,  dividing  the  eftimate  into  three  periods,  ending 
the  ift  March   1784,    ift  March  1785,   and  ift  March 
1786;  the  receipts  and  payments  will  (tand  as  follow,  vis. 

X  * 


570,000 


860,099 


a* 


I$4 
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them  between  the  three.    This  proportion  appeared  to  be 
acceptable  to  Mr.  Haftings ;  and  it  was  therefore  f eafonable 

to 

For  the  period  ending  the  ift  March  1 784, 

To  pay. 
The  following  dormant  claims,  fuppoiing  them  all  to  be  rnade  : 
Old  bonds  —  —  '— .  £11,59* 

Dividends  and  intereft  paft  due  —  —  149,901 

Bills  of  exchange  pad  due  —  —        36,260 

Arrears  of  military  and  contingent  fund  —         4,050 


The  debts  for  freight,  goods  bought,  and  every  other  current 

demand  —  ——  _  ... 

Bills  Accepted  1   ■  -— >  _ 

Bills  not  accepted  —  ■  — 

Dividend  to  the  proprietors 


Balance  in  hand  carried  forward 


■^^ 


458,4*1 
85,891 
^,646 

1x8,000 


906,841 
—     «*075,na 

*  -  - -  - 


To  recce ive. 

Money  in  the  Treafury            —                —  —  ' 

Bonds  in  ditto  to  be  iflfued                ■  »- 

Goods  fold,  payable  in  this  period                  ■  — 

Goods  daily  felling  fo  payable,  eftimated  in  all  at  1,05  8,3  2  7 
Deduft  what  will  not  be  payable  till  after  the  *i! 

March     ,                 _                     _  53»ooo 


N.  B.  The  debentures  in  the  Treafury  will  more  than  dis- 
charge any  unpoftponed  cuftoms  payable  within  this  period. 


*4*>794 
280,575 

553>*5* 


1,005,327 


*,$8i,95S 


For  the  period  between  the  \ft March  1784,  and  \fi  March  17 

To  pay. 
Total  on  unpoftponed  duties  on  goods  arrived  , 

Bills  accepted  ___  , 

Bills  and  certificates  that  may  be  farther  drawn  — 

Cuftoms  on  future  arrivals,  as  above  Hated  - 

Freight  and  demurrage,  as  above  ftated 

^S*fe  •         m  mm 


8S, 


Freight  to  be  advanced  to  13  outward-bound  (hips 

One  year's  payments  for  exports  -  400,000 

Charges  of  merchandise  .,  180,000 


716,392 

335^00 
570,00a 
900*000 

36,000 


Pirisend 
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to  fnppofe,  or  to  Tear,  that  a  new  war  was  actually  raging 
at  this  time  in  India* 

Did 


«57 


Dividend  ■  »     ■  ■  ■  —  «  a  56,000 

Military ftind  —  —  —         6,500 

Difference  between  intereft  payable  and  receivable         7  6, 5  6  3 


Balance-in  hand  carried  forward 


9x9,065 
4>°*9»«55 

4**54*97 


mm 


To  receive. 


Balance  from  above  ■     ■■■    ■ 

Debentures  payable  in  difcharge  of  Cuftoms 
The  article  dedu&ed 'above  for  goods  payable  in  this  period 
Produce  of  a  year's  faies  —  —  ■— 

A  year's  profit  on  private  trade  ■       ■   ■■ 


1,075, nt 

186,585 

53fooo> 

3,300,000 

40,000 

4»*54>*97 


For  the  period  bttwen  the  lji  March,  1785,  and  tft  March,  1 

To  pay. 

Bills  accepted  —        ,         '  — 

Bills  that  may  be' drawn  from  China,  as.  above  — , 

Certificates  and  other  bills  that  may  be  drawn  «— 

Freight  and  demurrage,  as  above  ftated  ■■■"■  ^     ■ 

Cuftoms,  as  above  ftated  ■  ' 

Freight  to  be  advanced  to  twenty  outward-bound  fltips 
Yearly  payments,  as  fpecified  in  the  laft  period  —  , 


Balance  in  hand  the  ill  March,  1 7  86 


786. 

*°5i59s 
680,000) 

1 30,000* 

'    900,000 

860,000 

40,009 

919,063 

3,834,661 
140,881 


«■ 


3>*7$>54* 


To  receive* 


Balance  from  above  *  — 

produce  of  a  year's  Tales  and  private  trade  al  before 


«35>54* 
3,340,000 

3>975>54* 


15»  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  i78> 

Did  the  Houfc  know  of  the  difputes  in  our  presidencies, 
ais  Well  as  in  the  army  ?  that  Lord  Macartney,  that  great 

and 

To  the  above  batance  of  140,8811.  may  be  added  all  the  fuim 
due,,  and  not  demanded,  which  (eldom  amotint  to  lefs-  than 
jo,oool#  and  all  the  favourable  chances  of  increafed  Tales  and 
diminiuW  bills  from  China;  and  the  whole  will  be* applicable 
to  unforefeen  demands,  and  to  fuch  payments  of  freight  to  the 
ihips  that  may  arrive  in  the  feafon  1785,  as  it  may  be  conve- 
nient to  make  before  the  ill  March,  1786  ;  and  it  is  farther 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  Company  will,  at  that  time,  have  in 
ivarehoufc  in  London,  goods  to  the  value  2,781,6731.  re- 
maining of  the  expected  importation  in  1784,  with  the 
freight  upon  them  paid,  and  part  of  the  duties  ;  befides  the 
.  whole  importation  of  1785,  expected  to  confift  of  twenty- 
three  cargoes,  of  the  farther  value  of  3,470,0001.  fubjc&to 

pajment  of  freight  and  duty. 

« 

I  ■  ■  ill  ,    I  n 


liavjng  thus  Hated  the  e&imate  of  the  Company's  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, by  which  it  appears  that  a  fum  equal  to  that  i)ow  post- 
poned by  government  mull  be  poftponed  or  raifed,  and  that  far- 
ther time  muft  be  taken  upon  the  unaccepted  bills,  your  Court 
of  Directors  think  it  proper  to  (late  fome  of  the  principal  caufes 
from,  whence  this  deficiency  has  arifen. 

9y  the  means  herein  before  fet  forth,  the  arrivals  have  been  put  fo 
much  out  of  their  ordinary  courfe,  that  only  thirteen  (hips  ar- 
rived in  the  feafon  178s,  and  eleven  in  the  feafon  1783,  whilft 
forty-five  are  left  to  arrive  in  1784,  befides  ten  more  which  are 
now  abroad,  and  will,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  be  kept  in  India  fo  as 
to  arrive  in  1785,  at  the  fame  time  with  mod  of  thofe  now  un- 
j!er  difpatch  from  hence.  The  fales  of  which  the  Company  is 
at  the  proper  time  deprived,  are  not  in  any  adequate  degree, 
made  good  by  the  incrcafing  amount  of  the  enfuing  ones  ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  fales  in  general  has  been  of  late  uncommonly 
curtailed  by  the  prevalence  of  fmuggling.  Duties  have  been 
laid  on  the  commodities  imported  by  the  Company,  efpecially 
on  tea,  amounting  to  an  abfolute  prohibition,  unlefs  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  fupplying  the  confumption  could  be  maintained 
inviolate ;  and  the  inefficapy  of  the  laws  and  regulations  for 
that  purpofe  againft  fmuggling  do  not,  upon  a  moderate  compu- 
tation, dimii\ilh  the  fales  (o  little  as  a  million  per  annum,  which 
'would  be  added  to  the  credit  fide  of  the  above  eft i mate,  if  fmug- 
gling even  tea  ajonc  could  be  prevented. 

JThe  extra  demurrage,  occafioncd  by  waiting  for  convoys,  amounts 
alone  to  more  than  all  the  poftponed  demand  of  governmet ;  and 
the  high  rate  of  freight  during  the  war,  hat  very  heavily  )oadcd 
the  homeward-bound  trade. 


The 
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and  exalted  man,   the  only  man  who  paid  obedience  to  hjs 
conftituents,  was  at  this  inftant  pqrhaps  removed,  confined, 

perhaps 

The  war  in  India  hat,  for  fome  yean  paft,  pot  only  exhaufted  the 
whole  revenue  in  India,  which  ufed  to  fapply  the  inveftment  for 
Europe  and  China,  and  thereby  occafioned  the  bills  to  be  drawn, 
which  are  now  unaccepted,  but  has  alfo  been  a  heavy  burthen 
Qpon  the  Company's  trade* 

The  Company  has  fuftained  loffes  at  fea,  occafioned  by  the  war, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  750,0001. 

Tic  Company  is  reftrained  by  Parliament  from  making  any  ufc  of 
its  credit  to  relieve  thefe  temporary  diftreffes,  or  from  borrowing 
money,  even  of  the  members  of  its  own  body,  or  in  any  other 
quarter,  except  from  government. 

And  finally,  your  Court  of  Directors  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that, 
-under  all  thefe  difad vantages,  the  favour  wanted  from  govern* 
merit  amounts  to  no  more  than  granting  about  fifteen  months  ex- 
tra credit  for  the  duties  as  they  fall  due,  until  the  trade  can  be 
brought  back  into  its  regular  channel ;  and  for  the  bill-holders  So 
allow  fucb  time  of  payment  as  may  enable  the  Company  to  con- 
vert into  cafh  for  that  purpofe,  the  goods  for  \he  pur  chafe  of 
which  thofe  bills  were  drawn.  And  it  appears,  that  unlefs  fome 
uncommon  difafter,  beyond  what  is  incident  to  peaceable  naviga- 
tion, befals  the  Company's  homeward-bound  (hips,  they  can 
never  be  without  goods  in  their  warehoufes  in  London,  (which 
are  always  kept  under  the  lock  of  government)  of  vaVue  far  fu- 
perior  to  the  whole  amount  at  any  time  neceflary  to  be  fo  poft- 
jxmed  j  whilrt  the  return  of  peace  opens  an  immediate  profpeft 
of  favings  from  the  revenues  in  India,  fufficient  to  give  a  very 
fpeedy  relief  to  every  diftrefs  which  the  war  has  brought  upon 
the  Company, 

THOMAS    MORTON,    Secretary. 


No;  L 

A  Statement  of  the  Debts,  Credits,  and  Effeds  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Com- 
pany, formed  upon  afuppqfition  of  being  forced  to  furrender  up  the  Ter- 
ritorial Revenues  to  Government  1  which,  never thelefs,  cannot,  injus- 
tice, be  required,  without  making  fome  adequate  fatisfaQion  to  the  Com* 
panyfor  the  expences  incurred  in  acquiring  them ;  paid  out  of  the  Com* 
partes  Trading  Stock  in  England* 

By  money  due  from  government  to  the  Company,  advanced  in         £. 
1698,  at  8  percent,  intereft,  or  i6o,oool.  per  annum  avooo,ooo 

By  a  farther  futn  advanced  to  government  without  additional  intereft, 
1707  — •  ■■    ■  ■■  t,i©o,ooo 

Befides  thefe  loans,  the  £ompany  made  a  free  gift  in  17V**  °* 
aoo.ooolt 


*6<>  ,      PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1783. 

perhaps  come  to  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot ?    Would  they  oot 
remember,  that,  by  the  peace  with  France,  we  bad  engaged 

not 


By  a  million  to.gdvernment  in  1744 


f|OOO,00# 


In  1750,  three  millions  of  the  Company's  bonded  debt  were, 

by  an  aft  pf  Parliament,  converted  into  annuities  at  3  per 

cent. 
The  whole  intercft,  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  in  1750,  or  n6,oooh 

being  a .  remittance  on  the  i6o,oool.  originally  advanced  of 

34,000!. 


Total  due  from  government 

To  be  returned  when  the  Company's  exclufive  right  to  trade 
expires. 
Deduct,  due  (0  the  annuitants  at  par 


By  cam  and  bonds,  including  the  feparatc  fund  .  — 
In  this  article  are  included  280,000!-  in  bonds  paid  in  on  files, 
or  bought  up,  and  187,0091.  in  debentures  and  cuftom  notes, 
payable 'to  the  Crown  for  duties ;  the  bonds  are  open  to  4he 
market,  therefore  convertible  into  ca(h,  and  confequently 
mull  conftitntc  a  part  of  the  Company's  circulation  as  fub- 
ftitutcs  for  real  money  to  carry  on  the  trade.  . 
By  goods  fold,  not  paid  for  ■  ■ 

In  this  fum  8o,oool.  are  included,  owing  from  government  for 
falt-petre. 
By  the  value  of  goods  in  England  unfold  ■      ■■   ■ 

By  filver  in  the  Trcafury  ^—-  ■*— 

By  goods  laden  or  in  warehoufes  for  (hipping  at  Calcutta,  exclufive 

of  inveftment  loan,  all  at  prime  coll  ■ 

By  rareftment  loan  at  Bengal,  prime  coft  ■ 

This  inveftment  was  pur  chafed  with  money  raifed  by  bills  of 
exchange,  wliich  bills  lay  among  thofe  included  in  the  debit 
fide  of  the  account.  When  thefe  bills  are  brought  againft  the 
Company,  the  goods  ought  to  be  fet  to  their  credit.  By 
the  advices,  the  goods  arc  to  confift  of  50  lacks  piece  goods, 
so  lacks  Lucknow  cloths,  and  30  lacks  raw  filk.  The  inveft- 
ment it  aftertcd  to  be  purchafed  on  more  -advantageous  terms 
than  formerly. 
By  pepper  fent  to  China  ■  — — — 

By  money  to  be  raifed  by  bills  of  exchange,  to  complete  China 

cargoes  »■  ■ 

By  three  cargoes  laying  at  Bencoolen,  and  another  at  Bombay, 

prinfc  coil  ■  ■  .  ■■ 

By  china,  for  caih  remaining,  and  tea  bought  December  28,   178a 
By  goods  exported   from   England  to  China,  in  feafons  1780  and 
1781,  nor  arrived  at  the  dates  of  the  quick  ftocjtf  • 


4,300,000 


i,*ai,ooo 


1,108,000 
tio,ooo 


553,000 


s,  500,000 
1000 

a,3jo,ooQ 
1, 100,000 


30,000 
510,000 

93,000 

144,0*° 

13  5,000 
Thcic 
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not  to  make  war  with  their  allies  in  India  ?   and  that  if  this 
sew  engagement  was  entered  into  with  the  'Mahrattas,  it 

would 

1  H 

• 

Thefe  are  cargoes  fcra&ual  Jfale,  exclusive  of  store*  civil  and 
military  for  the  ufe  of  the  fegleiuents,  and  are  cxclufivc  of 
the  goods  in  the  import  warehouse  in  Bombay  and  Fort  St,  , 
George,  hut  not  Bengal  j  (bmeof  the  imports  of  1781  being 
landed  there;  but  of  178a,  no  fhips  were  arrived  in  India 
when  the  laft  quick  flocks  were  made  up. 
By  goods  for  fale,  exported  in  feafons  1780,  178 1,  and  1782,  to 

Bengal*  Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay  ■■  ■  »  505,000 

Bjr  goods  for  fale,  exported  in  feafon  1782,  to  CJiina  — —  104,000 

fy  goods  at  Fort  St,  George,  in  the  export  warehoufe,  and  ad* 
vanca  made  for  goods  for  Europe,  31ft  Auguft,  1782  -  59,000 

.Thefe  sjopds  are  exclufive  of  the  Grofvenor's  cargo,  loft  on  the 
cpaft  of  Africa,  invoiced  at  65,0001. 

<  ■  m 

8»9,8a,00  9 

To  this  may  be  added  the  value  of  the  houfe  and  warehouses,  and 
vdfels  ■  "  -  ■    '»■  265,000 

Thefe  articles  are  very  proper  to  be  dated  on  a  general  liquid** 
ties,  to  fliew  the  folvcacy  of  the  Company,  and  what  every 
merchant  would  dp  on  a  fimilar  occafion  j  and  indeed  a  pro* 
per  judgment  of  the  Cpmpany's  Situation  cannot  be  formed 
by  any  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine,  but  from  fuch  a 
statement  as  takes  in  every  fubftantial  article  that  relates  to  tha 
commerce  of  the  Company,  or  the  inteceft  of  their  creditors. 
By  the  eftimated  profit on> fait  for  the  Indian  year  1189,  or  our  year  ' 
t-}%\,  after  deducting  the  advances,  and  what  belongs  to  the 
revenues,  the  remainder  is  fet  at  45  lacks  of  current  rupees, 
being  within  the  amount  expected  to  be  realized  on  that  article        560,00* 
This  article  belongs  to  the  commerce  in  Bengal,  and  for  its 
amount  and  (lability  gentlemen  are  referred  to  the  Sait-omot) 
accounts*  dated  in  Calcutta  *<thJVIarch,   1783  j  and  for  a 
full  explanation,  to  the  plan  for  the  provifion  o£  fait,  for 
which,  for  the  year  #78^,  is  lacks  were  then  advanced; 
and  of  the  former  year's  (air,  ten  jacks  and  up  wards 'remain- 
ed unfold,  and  fold,  but  not  then,  paid  for,  135,000  rupees*  ' 
The  jiett  produce,  after  dedu&iag   18  lacks  for  coft  and 
charges,    had,   at  the  above  date,    realised  -a  profit  of  3  6 
lacks  of  Sicca  rupees,  for  the  fait  of  1781,    and  with  the 
amount  unfold  and  unpaid,  will  produce,  on  the  whole,  a 
clear  gain  of  49  lacks  of  Sieca  rupees,  or  5  7  lacks  of  cur- 
rent rupees.     This  article  of  fait  is  not  included  in  any 
of   the  heads  of    revenue,  or  in   the  ftatements  of  cafli  or 
other  credits  contained  in  Ho.  JJI.  except  about  feven  lacks 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  revenues. 
Theonjuun  profit  alfo  belongs  to  the  Company,  about              *               <o,oo» 
Vol.  XII.                                      Y                                              "By 
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would  be  to  all  purpofes  a  new  War,  and  con  fluently  we 
x  might  involve  ourielves  again  with  France,  and  revive  war 


in 


By  the  amount  eftimated  to  remain  from  the  fale  of  the  cargoes  of 
48  fl>ips,  after  deducting  the  articles  fet  oflf  on  the  credit  fide  of 
this  account,  towards  the  purchafe  of  the^oods  —  3,340,00© 

The  additional  bills  of  exchange,  eftimareu  to  be  drawn  to  com- 
plete the  4.8   cargoes,  more  than  the  feveral  articles  herein 
1        enumerated   can   fupply,    with    the   freights,  cuftoms,  and 
charges,  are'  carried  to  the  debtor  fide,  and  explained  fully 
in  No.  II. 


Total  of  commercial  credits  ■■  i3»6j7>oo* 

Amount  of  debts  and  demands  outstanding  againft  the  Company, 
doc,  or  liable  to  arife,  in  the  liquidation  of  the  Company's 
accounts  ■    ■  ■    ■  * "  11,658,000 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  ■  if979»oot 

To  this  balance  is  to  be  added  the  value  of  the  (lores  in  the  different 
fettlcments  convertible  intocatfi,  and,  if  Ibid,  would  fetch  confi- 
v  derably  above  the  fumrthey  are  valued  at.  Thefc  have  been  pur* 
chafed  in  England  from  their  trading  property ;  many  articles 
bought  jpior  to  the  Duannee,  and  many  fincc;  fey  _  900,000 

'  By  what  thPlerritorial  revenues  ftand  indebted  to  the  trading  pro- 
perty of  the1  Company,  for  the  attainment  of  the  Duannce,  and 
aU  the  different  territories  in  India  j  that  is,  the  money  which 
appears  to  have  been  expended  in  the  acquiring  them,  beyond 
the  annual  commercial  expence  of  the  Company,  as  may  be 
found  in  a  ftatement  published  ^y  order  of  the  Proprietors,  and 
afterwards  proved  in  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  3,616,000 
See  Journals  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  12th  March,  1 783. 

The  Company's  balance,  after  bringing  into  the  account  all  the 

above^  equitable  demands  ■     >  ■■  ■■  6,49 $,oo* 

£5,069,000     The  amount  of  the  Company^  military  expences  more  than  be- 
longed to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  alone,  and  incurred 
by  wars  whereby  the  territories  were  obtained. 
1,453,000     Deduct  what  the  Company  have  received  from  the  territorial 
N     revenues  realized  in  England,  and  which  was  applied  in  re- 
duction of  their  bond  debt. 


£3,616,000 


For  the  corre&ncfs  and  cftimation  of  fuch  fums  at  relate  to  the  Ac- 
countant's Office, 

SAMUEL  NICOLL,  Accountant. 

)¥o.  II, 
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io  every  part  of  Europe  ?    Thefe  were  important  confide- 
raions.  .  . 

Nt>.  II. 
Tbt  Dtbt$  rf  the  Baft-India  Company  demandahlt  in  England. 

4 


To  bonds  bearing  intcreft 


■*■• 


Thefe  coofift  of  the  old  bond  debt  reduced  fince  1776  to  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  (which  for  14  years,  from  1-763  to  1776,  flood 
at  near  three  'millions)  and  the  500,000!.  iffued1  under  the 
laa&ion  of  Parliament  granted-  laft  feffion. 
To  the  Exchequer,  for  the  laft  payment4of  400,000!.  on  the  agree- 
ment with  Government,  at  the  time  of  renewing  the  Company's 
exciuiive  trade  for  ten  years  — — •  ■ 

To  Exchequer  bills  lent  the  Company  at  intereft,   and  intereft 
therapn  ■    ■  . 

This  waa  a  temporary  loan  towards  the  one  million  and  a  half 
which  the  Company  applied  for  laft  feffion,  under  the  heavy 
burdens  the  war  had  brought  on,  from  the  detention  of  fhips 
abroad,  high  freights,  and  the  great  cxpence  incurred  for  mi- 
litary ftorea,  the  diet,  paflage,  and  out  freight  of  King's  and 
Company's  troops  and  ftores,  as  well  naval  as  military. 
To  cuftoms  on  goods  fold  and  unfold  1         ■  ■ 

This  fum  includes  the  cuftoms  due  to  Government  poftponed, 
alfo  [the  cuftoms  that  (hall  become  due  on  the  goods  now  in 
England. 
To  bills 'of  exchange,  either  accepted,  pre  fen  ted,  oradviicd 
Thefe  bills  have  been  drawn  on  various  accounts  as  follows,  and 

for  payment  at  different  periods  : 
For  general  purpofes  from  India  and  China  £  1 ,140,000 

tor  the  inveftment  loan  ■  1,11 6,000 

For  the  remittance  loan  ■      ■■  97,000 


Dr. 

j£i,997,o«* 


To  be  paid  of  the  above  before  the  ift 

March,  1784  ■  ■  ■ 

To  tbe  1  ft  March,  1785 
To  the  1  ft  March,  17*6 
After  the  1  ft  March,  1786 


a,453,ooo 


£107,000 

1,146,000 

980,000 

119,000 


100,000 


303,000 


1,641,000 


2,489,000 


3,452,000 
Old  bills  advifed  34,000!. 

The  average  amount  of  bills  and  certificates,  drawn  from  Ind'14 
and  China,  during  ten  years  preceding,  was  6-64,0001. 
Tt-  fundry  debts  due  on  different  commercial  accounts  mm 

Y  a 


459,000^ 
Thole 


t&4 
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Tt  was  faid  that  this  was  an  invafion  of  the  chartered 
rights.  tJndoubtedly  it  waf— but  would  gentlemen  fay 
that  fuch  infringements  were  not  warrantable  ?  Had  they 
not  been  frequently  infringed  before  ?  when  the  votes  of 
the  500I.  ftock  Proprietors  wers  cut  off— and  in  various 
other  inftances.    Was  this  to  be  called  an  infringement  of 

their 


.•  Thefe  conAft  of  304,0001.  due  for  the  freight  of  (hips  arrived; 
of  38,0001,  for  fundry  warrants  paftj  8i,oool  due  to  the 
Proprietors  of  Private  Trad*  and  Supra  %  Cargoes  comrruf- 
fi°n  ;  3  $jO©ol.  due  in  the  department  of  the  Committee  of 
^hipping*  including  the  Poplar  Alms-houfes. 

To  intcreft  on  bonds  and  annuities  up  to  Michaelmas 

Of  thefe  Aims  due.  for  intereft,  lbme  are  of  lb  long  (landing  as 
not  likely  to  he  called  for. 

To  dividends  due  on  flock,  from  Midfummer 


**■  setyooe 


■»*«■ 


To  half  a  year's  dividend,    to  become  due  to  the    Proprietors 
on  their  (lock,  at  Si.  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  Chriftmas 

To  in  tc reft  on  Contingent  and!  military  fund  more  than  applied 
72,oool, 

-  This  Aim  properly  belongs  to  Bengal,  -for  though  the  Company 
pay  in  England  the  penfioners  entitled  in  the  fund,  the  prin- 
cipal lays  in  Bengal,  at  81,  per  cent,  intereft;  therefore  the 
furplus  intertill  Until  it  is  appropriated,  cannot  be  chargeable 
on  the  Treafury  at  home. 

To  bonds  outflanding,  for  which  no  inttreft  Is  to  be  paid,  1 1,5901, 
thefe  are  not  likely  to  be  demanded,  from  being  loft  or  rn  ilia  id 

To  bills  of  exchange  neceflary  to  complete  the  China  cargoes 

The  freight  of  4S  ihips,  the  advances  dedu&ed  *  ■*■» 

The  freights  are  mod  of  them  fo  high  as  47 1.  per  ton,  owing 
to  the  enormous  price  of  infurance,  rated  during  the  war  from 
35  to  50I.  percent,  out  and  home  1  but  the  caufe  of  fo  great 
a  number  being  fent  out,  arofe  from  the  demand  for  outward 
tonnage,  in  eOttfequence  of  the  war  in  Europe,  othervnfe  the 
number  of  fhips  fent  out  at  fuch  high  freights  would  have 
been   coniidtfably-lefs,  to  the  amount  of  20  (hips  at  lead. 
In  peace,  the  price  of  freight  would  have  been  ot*e*third  lower, 
ib  that  6oo,oool.  or  upwards,  Which  will  now  become  due  in 
1785,  would  no  part  of  it  have  been  due  till  17SS  and  I787, 
If  the  ihips  had  not  gone  out  till  this  and  the  entiling  fcafon, 
the  favings  from  the  reduced  freight  and  demurrage,  and  the 
in  tc  reft  of  money  that  will  be  due  thereon,   had  Been  full 
aoo,oool.  whilll  the  bills  of  exchange  cfcat  muft  now  be  drawn 
from  China,  towards  completing  the  cargoes,  would  not  have 
been  granted  till  the  fcafon  1784  or  1785,  and  consequently  * 
demand  upon  the  Company  would  have  been  protracted  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  6oo,oool.  which  in  the  prelent  cafe  will  be* 
tome  due  long  before  the  cargoes  arc  brought  to  fale, 


41,000 


1*8,000 


1 1,000 

J  10,000 

t, 6 80,000 


Cuiiomft 
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their  charters,  fo   enormous  and  violent,  when  they  had 
broken  the  conditions  of  the  charter  and  agreement  ?     Did 

the 

Cuftoms  (piece  goods,  duty  reduced)  ■  2,000,00* 

Chaises  on  merchandize  in  England  1  »  180,000 

11,658,00$ 
To  balance  remaining,  the  debts  demandablc  at  home,  all  paid 

from  the  commercial  property  »  ■  1,979,6c* 

I3»63  7>ooo 


It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  from  the  feafon  of  1777,  to  the  feafon 
of  r78i  inclniife,  the  Company  have4  paid  for  military  and 
naval  ftores,  for  which  they  have  received  no  return  —  55*>ooa 

That  they  have  provided  for  the  exportation  of  the  King's  troops 
and  (tores,  not  left,  in  the  fix  years,  than  21,000  tons  of 
Shipping,  which,  to  the  protection  of  any  other  part  of  the  em- 
pire, had  been  paid  by  the  State,  for  the  diet,  paflage  of  the, 
troops,  coft  and  freight  of  the  ftores,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
King,  there  has  been  paid  by  the  Company  —  282,00* 

Naval  and  military  floras  fent  to  India  by  the  Company,  in  the 
fix  years,  belonging  to  the  King,  6*063  tons. 

For  railing  the  Company's  troops,  for  gratuities  -y  atad  freih  provi- 
sions for  King's  and  Company's  troops,  including  1930  Hano- 
verians — —  — —  135,00* 

.  Of  King's  troops,  including  1,930  Hanoverians,  10,485  men, 
and  of  Company's  troops,  5,174  men. 

For  diet  and    paflage  of  Company's  troops  — —  98,000 

For  what  paid  by  the  Secret  Committee  for  troops  in  Germany  43,000 

The  f  ,930  Hanoverians  we're  reported  by  the  Committee  the  2  ift 
February,  1783,  to  have  coft  the  Company  altogether 
111,500!. 


Paid  by  the  Company,  during  the  war,  fdr  articles  that  have-  no 
reference  to  commerce  -  — — .  i,xo8,ooo 

Of  this  fum,    about  400,0001.   would,    doubtlefs,   have    been 
incurred  in  times  of  peace, 

Bcfides  thefe  fums,  the  war  freights  of  the  (hips  that  will  become  due  in  1785, 
for  the  fole  purpo/e  of  conveying  the  troops  and  ftores  of  the  Crown  to  In- 
dia, will  fwell  this  account  to  upwards  of  a  million,  after  every  deduction, 
The  King's  troops  will  ajfo  have  a  claim  on  the  revenues  abroad  of  40  or 
50  lacks'  of  rupees  j  and  provifibns  for  the  fleet  will  be  no  inconfiderable 
amount.  Thefe  circumftances  are  only  mentioned,  to  (hew  the  Company 
have  forne  claim  on  the  public  for  affi fiance  j  for,  taking  all  thefe  articles  into 
the  account,  and  the  expences  of  paflage  home  for  the  King's  troops,  and 
fot  victualling  the  fleet  till  its  return,  the  Company  will  have  difburfed, 

'  f ronj 
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the  Houfe  know,  if  this  bill  fhotild  be  thrown  out,  which 
by  the  bye  he  did  not  believe  it  would,  chat  the  Treafury 

could 

from  the  Treasuries  in  England  and  in  India,  little  fhott  of  two  millions,  for 
charges  that  would  otherwife  have  fallen  on  the  nation  at  large. 

To  add  to  thefe  difficulties  and  demands  at  home,  the  Company  had  to  pay 
between  September  178a  and  September  17831  to  the  amount  of  600,000!. 
for  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  them  more  than  in  any  of  the  eight  or  ten 
preceding,  years  on  an  average,  whilft  the  detention  of  the  (hips  on  their 
outward  pafTage,  the  neceffity  of  employing  them  on  their  arrivals  for  the 
relief  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  attend  his  Ma  jetty' t  fleet  with  ftorcs  and 
provisions,  prevented  the  return  in  lime  of  the  neceflary  quantity  of  goods 
to  fupply  the  fales  of  September  17V2  and  March  1783,  to  the  amount  of 
900,0001.  and  upwards.  ^ 

IJndcr  thefe  embarrafTmcnts  and  untoward  circumftances,  all  the  Company  re- 
-  qucfted  of  Parliament  lafl  feffion,  was  permiffion  to  extend  their  credit  one 
million  and  a  half  by  the  circulation  of  bonds,  which,  in  fuch  cafe,  would 
not  have  exceeded  the  extent  of  their  bond-debt  for  14  years  and  upwards 
preceding  1776.  They  likewife  want  fomc  prolongation  in  the  payment  of 
the  large  amount  of  bills  drawn  upon  them,  in  order  to  discharge  the  heavy 
freights  that  muft  arife  from  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  pouring  upon  them  in 
one  feafon,  as  are  expc&cd  in  1784. 

Tor  the  cofrc&nefs  and  eflimation  of  fuch  fums  as  relate  to  the  Accoun- 
tant's Office, 

SAMUEL  NICOLL,  Accountant. 

Foe  the  corrc&ncfs  and  eflimation  of  fuch  fums  as  relate  to  the  Auditor's  Office, 

JOHN  A  N  N I  S,  Auditor  of  Indian  accounts. 


No.  III. 

A  STATEMENT  to  Jhew  the  Company's  Situation  in  the  rear 
1776,  ending  April  1777,  ai  *h*r  dijfereni  Settlements  in  India. 

To  expences  in  Bengal,  civil,  military  and  fortitifications       —      jC»>350»00 
To  ditto  at  Fort  St.  George  '  ■  ■  -  ■  £i$o9ooq 

Dcduft  paid  by  Nabob  ■  ■  ■    ■  190,000 

560,000 

To  Bombay  expenccs  «  ■  360,000 

Thefe  expenccs  anc  authenticated  by  the  records  of  the  Company. 

t,z70,ooo 
The  nett  balance  that  remained  from  the  year's  revenues    — —       1,770,000 

Br 


«*m* 
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could  in  a  fortnight  afterwards  enter  the  premifcs  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  within  extent,  and  take  legal. poffef-    x 
£oa  of  all  that  they  were  worth  in  the  world? 

But  - 


3i»*«> 


By  amount  of  nett  revenues  in  Bengal  for  1776        £1,500,000 
Benares  tribute  —  —  190,000 

Oude  fubfidy  ■■      ■  .  — —  370,000 

By  the  revenues  of  Fort  St.  George,  nett    —     —         150,000 

The  Circare  ■■  ■■    <  ■      3 1 0,000 

■    ■ '  ■       560,000 

Tanjore  fubfidy  ■       ■  ■  ■  160,000 

By  the  revenues  of  Bombay,  &c.  nett  amount       ■  ■    ■        .■      ■  ■         160,000 

The  records  of  the  Qompany  (hew  how  thefe  revenues  have  been 
realized. 

The  Benares  tribute  was  a  furrender  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  as 
appears  by  the  treaty. 

The  Oude  fubfidy  is  a  reasonable  equivalent  for  the I  brigade  ftation* 
ed  at  Caunpore,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Nabob's  pofTeffions  in  the  Doab,  and  to  prevent  any 
incurfions  into  Oude,  and  our  frontiers. 

£4,040,000 


«■»>»<*• 


J  Statement  of  the  Extra  Expences  incurred  by  the  Wars  that  broke  gut  in 

Europe  and  in  India* 

Extraordinary  military,  marine,  and  civil  expences  incurred  on  the 
Bengal  eftabli foment.  May  1778  to  April  1781,  for  the  detach- 
ments in  the  Carnatic  under  General  Coote,  and  in  lndofian, 
againft  the  Mahrattas         «    ■  ■  £6,400,00* 

Extra  fupplies  furniflied  Fort  Sr.  George,  from  July  1780  to  March 
1781,  by  Lord  Macartney's  account.  Bills  on  Europe, 
315,0001.  cam  and  provifions  from  Bengal,  433,000!.  borrowed 
on  bond,  144,000],  cafh  and  bills  feot  from  Bengal,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  Bengal  books,  from  March  1781,  600,000).  pro- 
vifions and  (lores  fent  from  Bengal  from  September  1782,  to 
February  1783,  380,0001.  -  ■  1,980,000 

Supplies  to  Bombay,  exclufive  of  the  Bengal  detachment,   efti-    • 
mated  at  about  ■  ■  ■  ■■  ■■  1 ,000,000 


£$,480,000 


Thefe  are  the  extraordinary  expences  attending  the  troops  march* 
ed  into  Indoftan  and  the  Carnatic,  from  Bengal,  for  the  pro* 

l  te&ioa 
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But  neceffity  was  faid  to  be  the  plea  of  tyranny — it  was 
aJfo  the  plea  of  freedom.    The  revolution,  which  cftabliflied 

the 

te&ioir  of  Oudc,  Benares,*  Illahabad  and  Goud ;  the  attacks 
made  on  Scindee  by  Goddard  and  Camac,  to  counteract  Hyder, 
and  prcfervc  ut  from  the  united  attempts  of  all  thofe  powers, 
and  more  particularly  the  French,  by  whofe  coming  into  India, 
tofttriip  and  fupport  Hydcr,  our  calamities  and  expences  in 
the  Carnatic  were  greatly  increafed. 


Debts  incurred  in  India* 

Bombay,  by  advices  dated  September  17S 2,  owed  on  Bond      -     jC1^  7  0,000 
Bombay.     This  bonded  debt  has  been  occafioned  by  the  war  with 
the  Mahrattas*  and  to  enable  the  fettlement  to  maintain  its 
cftablifhmenr,  which  will  now  be  reduced. 
Fort  St.  George  1  March  31ft,  1782,  owed  on  bond  ■  410,000 

Current  debts  ditto  to  agents  and  others,  paymafters,  &c.  >    408,000 

The  debts  at  Fort  St.  George  have  been  incurred  to  enable  the 
Company  to  aft  againft  the  Frendi,  as  well  as  Hydcr,  and 
ought  to  be  paid  from  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  fo  foon  as 
the  country  recovers.  The  frontier  pans  to  the  northward  arc 
again  in  the  Company's  poflclfion,  and  the  Britifli  troops  have 
penetrated  into  thcrfouthern  diftri&s  of  Hyder's  fucceflor.  The 
Carnatic  is  nearly  evacuated  by  rhc  Myforeans  j  and  the  news  of 
the  peace  mud  compel  the  French  to  withdraw  their  fupport 
and  affiftancc  from  Tippoo  Saib ;  fo*that  a  fliort  time  will  reftore 
the  country  in  a  confiderable  degree,  as  the  Indian  States  have  ' 
been  found  to  recover  foon  after  they  ceafeto  be  oppr  cited. 
Bengal  owed  on  bond,  February  178*   *  ■-  ■  »  a, 2 40,000 

Due  on  depofits,  &c.  -  ■  ■  124,000 

Sundry  arrears  to  the  army,  not  entered  on  quick  (lock  ■        3*0,000 

.    Fart  appear  to  lie  rn  brlts,  but  for  what  fpecific  purpofes  iffued  is 
uncertain,  and  not  being  brought  on  the  quick  ftock,  may  be 
fuppofed  accounted  for  clfe where. 
Owing  to  the  Nizam  for  arrears  of  Pi(hcu(h      ■    ,    ■  »■■         285,000 

Debts  owing  by  the  Company       ■  ■     ■  ■        ,£5,717,000 

The  revenues  of  Bengal  will  be  able  to  provide  for  the  bonded  debt 
there  in  a  very  few  years,  under  peace, ,  and '{Re  great  commer- 
cial advantages  of  that  country ;  and  afterwards  aflift  in  difcharg-  . 
xng  the  debts  at  Bombay.  In  the  interim,  the  intereft  of  all  the 
debts  will  be  fully  provided  for ;  thefe  Indian  debts  mud  ft  and  • 
or  fall  with  the  country  :  therefore  it  becomes  neccflary  to  (hew 
the  means  by  which  they  are  likely  to  be  redeemed,  left  any  mif- 
spnrejhenfion  with  refpect  to  thefe  debts  fhould  affect  fhe  cradit 
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the  rights  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms,  was  undertaken 
and  accomplished— nay  wasjuftified  at  the  time,  on  the  plea 

of 

of  the  Company,  which  is  fo  extenfive,  that  fuch  animpref- 
fion  at  home,  and  on  th#  continent,  might  find  to  Jhake  fne 
credit -of  the  nation  at  large. 


Arrears  awing  to  the  Company y  and  Cq/h  in  Bengal  Treq/brieSm 
Fort  St.  George  Quick  Stock,  dated  3  \ft  Augvftt  178a. 

Due  on  the  Nabob's  account  current,  17  lacks  of  pagodas,  or     r     £6 80,00a 

Thefe  funis  are  due  to  the  Company  from  the  Nabob  and  Rajah,   ' 
under  the  faith  of  fubfifting  engagements. 

From  the  Tanjore  Rajah,  balance  of  his  fubfidy,  pagodas  395,000 
or  ■   L  «  ■  158,000 

Nabob's  arrears  on  his  Jaghire,  to  31ft  January  178a,  Pagodas 
720,000,  or  '  *  ■■     ■■  a  8  5,00a* 

Sundry  arrears  from  renters,  pagodas  five  lacks,  or       £200,000 

Due  at  Mafolipatam  for  Soucar  bills  and  farms,  3  id  March  1782, 
pagodas  512,000,  or         —  ■■  2.00,000 

Arrears  owing  from  the  Circar  renters,  20  lacks,  or         800,000 

Thefe  arrears  are  due  from  different  renters,  but  only  part  of  them 
is  likely  to  be  recovered. 

Extra  charges  as  ftated  by  Lord  Macartney  for  the  Carnatic  war, 
exclufive  of  ,the  Bengal  detachment,  to  the  31ft  July  1782,  pa- 
godas 24  lacks,  or  ■  ■         ■  »  — .        960,000 

This  fum,  as  well  as  the  400,oopl.  for  the  Bengal  troops,  making 
together  1,360,0001.  ought,  in  equity,  to  be  paid  by  the  Nabob, 
whenever  his  country  recovers  ;  provided  the  feveral  charges  are 
dearly  made  out  to  have  been  incurred  for  the  protection,  of 
the  Carnatic. 

Extra  expences  chargeable  hereafter  on  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  -  ^ 

for  the  Bengal  troops,  the  whole  estimated  at  900,0001.  fay  —        400,000 

Due  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  January  31,  1783  ■  790,000 

The  Reftdcnt's  letter,  of  the  2d  of  January,  1783,  gives  great 
veafbn  to  expect  that  the  payment  of  this  fum,  which  is  due 
from  the  Nabob  of  Oude  for  a  rears,  and  which  he  has  agreed 
to  pay,  will  in  due  time  be  effected.  It  is  material  to  ftatc,  that 
the  father  of  the  prefent  Nabob  of  Oude,  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  Company,  was  put  in  pofTeflion  of  additional  diftri&s  to  his 
original  country,  which  he  now  enjoys,  and  mud  in  time  en* 
able  him  to  discharge  the  debt,  without  feeing  new  conquefts. 
To  thofe  which  have  been  obtained,  the  State  has  tacitly  afTe** 
ted,  and  fliared  in  the  advantages.  » 

Vol.  XII.  Z  Debts 
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ef  aecdSty.    A  ncceffity  that  fufrcrfedcd  alt  law,  tod  was 
the  glorious  mean*  -of  giving  liberty  to  EngUod*    On  th* 

prefcot 

Debts  outitinding  at  Bengal*  February  tyft],  la  the  general  and 

revenue  department*,  certain  to  come  m  *m  h  ■     -**— *        44ttOo» 


Cafh  in  the  Treafuries  et$cnga],  Feb.  *t,  178 J 


£3>7*o,ooo 
614,099 

£4»334»°o« 

*         n 


JStaummtj  to  jhtiv  tbi  Savinp  /rem  ikt  AJttfftntt  if  &*■£*/,  Ma- 
dras >  and  Bombay,  as  fan  as  the  DitaebmottS  fhaU  tr  rttUryud  within 
the  Provinces,  and  the  EJlabliJhmrnts  +id*ud  tb  tbB  Standards  thy 
were  at  hefm  tht  Wtar* 

BENGAL, 
To  t&irgei  civil  and  military,  including  iatereft  on  the  bonded 

debt  >  ■■  —  £ttfnb,ooo 

This  will  amtoly  provide  for  the  peace  eftablMhraent.  ' l 

To  the  pay  of  commlilioned  officers  on  the  reduction  of  the  arm  J  So,ooe 

This  goes  to  provide  for  the  military  officers  on  a  reduction  of  the     '  ' 
Sepoy  eftablilhments  at  the  three  Prefidencies,  to  the  number  of 
300  coramiffioned  officers,  Europeans,  until  vacancies  happen, 
fuppofing  the  native  troops  to  be  difpofed  of  in  corps  that  may 
be  deficient,  or  elfe  to  be  reduced. 

MADRAS. 

.To  the  civil  and  military  peace  cftablilhinctots,  according  to  Lord 
Macartney**  ftattment  ■  .  ■       .  •  „ 


BOMBAY. 

To  the  civil  and  military  eftablilhments  reduced 
Ifrterfcfton  bond  debts  at  Madras  and  Bombay 


7«o«ooo 


340,000 

a  op, 000 


To  balance  remaining  for  the  reduction  of  debts)  or  a&fting  the 
creditors  at  home  __  ■     t         — 

This  balance,  admitting  It  to  amount  to  only  one  million,  appeal? 
to  place  the  Company's  creditors,  the  peace  of  India  fecured, 
on  a  better  footing  than  any  other*  public  creditors  in  Europe  i 
and  in  two  or  three  years,  when  the  military  cftabli&roeats  arc 
completely  reduced,  this  balance  will  probably  dc  s  00,000  or 
300,000!.  incrcafed. 


3,000,000 

1,260,000 


^4,  s  60,000 


BENGAL. 
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prefent  oecafioa,  had  it  not  been  agreed  qn  all  hand*,  that 
foe  metfure  of  regulation  and  reform  wa«  neceflary  with 
refpeft  to  Iadia*  Nay,  had  not  a  right  honourable  gentle* 
ma*  oppofite  to  him,  and  his  friends,  been  load  in  calling 
out  for  a  fyftctn,  complete  and  well  digefted  ?  Had  they 
not  faid,  no  palliatives,  no  half  meafures !  Let  the  learned 
gentleman  oppofite  him  (Mr.  Dundas)  fay  how  any  effec- 
tual reform  in  the  conduft  of  the  India  Company's  affairs 
oouft  be  made  without  touching  their  charter.  Did  that 
pfftftot  bill  offer  more  violence  to  it  than  the  bill  pro* 
pofed  left  year  i  In  what  lay  the  difference )  That  bill 
aimed  at  lodging  an  abfolute  and  defpotic  power  of  govern* 


BENGAL. 
The  nett  amount  of  the  revenues,  exclofire  of  fait  and  opium      £  1,500,0 00 
This  is  a  ftaadard  die  records  will  juftjfy.     By  the  eAimase  feat 

{lame  for  1 7 Sit* 3,  they  are  considerably  higher. 
Benares  tribute  —  ,  —         ,       >,'  •       309,000 

The  tribute  and  fttbfidy  to  theft  amounts  will  be  realized  without 

diftcuky,  or  furniihing  ground  for  the  charge  of  opprefiion. 
Oude  rbbaVdy,  temporary  brigade  withdrawn         ■  1      ■■■     380,409 

MADRAS. 

The  nctt  revenue*  anting  from  the  Jaghire,  Poonaraelle, 
and  fundry  fmall  rents  and  duties  at  the  Prefidency, 
Mafuiipatam,  &c.  — —  — — —  £*  50**00 

The  revenues  of  Fort  St.  George  and  the  Circars,  are 
conformable  to  the  Company' t  records. 

Cfrcars,  Pelhcum  deducted  — — -  '■  ■  3t»*pc) 

—  ■        i  560,0*0 

Nabob's  fubfidy  lor  ten  battalions  and  garrifon  ftores»  Sec.     —  190,000 
The  Nabob's  and  Rajah's  {ubfidies  are  reafonable  compenfationi  for 

fuvceftian  aod  ajfiftaoco. 

Tanjos*  fubfidy                  >    ■  .■»                            ■           ■"  ■  1 60,000 

Pojnbaj  FCTcauca  ejtjptfe*;,  felfttte  and  Subordinates  included  1 70,000 


£4,260,000 


Co  far  as  relates  to  the  refpeffcire  Aims  in  this  account  tjie  records 
.    will  Juftity. 

JOHN  ANNIS,  Auditor  of  Indian  accounts. 


Auditor**  Q&*, 
P^cembtX4,  1783.  t  % 
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iiig  in  India.  This  provided  a  cbntrolable  government; 
x  but  it  was  a  powerful  government,  and  it  was  at  home.  To 
give  power  was  generally  considered  sis  a  dangerous  delega- 
tion ;  but  it  became  the  more  dangerous  in  proportion  as  it 
was  lodged  at  a  diftance.  A  virtuous  and  a  wife  man  might 
Jofehis  principles  and  his  underftanding  in  India.  Difeafe 
and  luxury  might  co-operate  to  enervate ;  the  fight  of 
wealth  within  reach  might  win  to.  rapacity,  and  the  once- 
pure  mind,  weakened  by  climate  and  example,  might  be  be- 
trayed to  corruption  and  plunder.  The  temptation  was  not 
fo  great  in  England.  The  Commiffioners  were  to  aft  at 
band,  and  to  be  under  the  immediate  eye  of  Parliament. 
Where,  then,  was  the  danger  fo  loudly  trumpeted  forth  to  the 
world,  and  fo  induftrioufly  made  the  fubjeft  of  popular  da- 
mbur  ?  But  befides  the  objection  to  the  Commiffioners  being 
named  by  Parliament,  the  great  one  was,  the  influence  it 
was  to  give  to  the  Crown.  This  he  denied.  No  immedi- 
ate influence  was  to  be  given  but  the  nomination  of  the 
feven  Commiffioners ;  the  patronage  of  the  Eaft  Indies  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Crewn  before ;  what  great  officer 
had  been  appointed,  but  by  the  advice  and  influence  of 
Minifters  ?  And  ought  they  to  have  been  otherwife  ?  The 
only  difference  is,  that  before,  the  Court  of  Directors  was 
a  fcreeo  ;  and  now  they  will  themfelves  be  refponfible.  He 
did 'not  with  the  Commiffioners  to  be  out  of  Parliament. 
He  wifhed  them  to  be  like  himfelf  and  his  colleagues,  con- 
ftantly  under  the  eye  and  attack  of  the  Houfe.  Why  order 
the  new  officers  to  give  their  reafons  for  what  they  did  i 
This  regulation  was  queflioned  as  being  idle.  It  was  not  fo 
— it  was  the  character  of  defpotic  Governments  to  be  dark— 
of  popular  Governments  to  have  publicity— -and  he  averred 
that  it  was  their  beauty  and  bafis— Our  judicial  tribunals 
were  bound  to  give  their  reafons.  He  objected  to  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Dundas,  becaufe  he  could  not  agree  to  give  to  a, 
man,  at  the  diftance  of  half  the  globe,  uncontroled 
power— even  here  it  was  dangerous ;  but  not  fo  much  fo, 
becaufe  it  would  be  watched.  The  valuable  jealoufies  of  the 
country  would  be  awake,  and  Parliament  would  be  ready  to 
crufh  its  irregular  ads.  Some  meafure  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  neceiTary  ;  if  the  prefent  was  difapproved,  t§ofe 
who  difapproved  of  it  were  bound  to  propofe  a  better.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  argued,  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  Company 
was  folely  owing  to  the  burdens  and  preflureof  anexpen- 

fire 
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five  war,  and  that  what  had  arifen  from  a  fpecific  misfor- 
tune, ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  general  mifrule  and  mif- 
rntnagement*     In  proof  that  this  was  not  true,  he  would 
read  a  letter  from  a  perfon  in  a  high  and  rcfponfible  fituation 
in  India,  in  1772.    Mr,  Fox  then  read  an  extract,  which, 
in  the  language  of  conviction,  attributed  all  the  difafters  in 
India,  of  that  day,  to  a  want  of  vigour  in  the  principle  of 
the  fyftetn  of  its  government,  adopted  and  purfued  by  the 
Directors  at  home.     The   writer  of  the  letter,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  was  not  a  favourite  authority  with  him  in  all  cafes ; 
but  his  pofkion  carried  wifdom  in  it,  and  his  argument  was 
founded  on  found  policy.     The  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  at 
l:aft,  he  hoped,  would  agree  in  this,    when  he  informed 
them  that  the  writer  of  the  letter  he  had  juft  read,   was 
no  other  than  Mr.  Haftings  himfelf.     "1  hat  the  bill  ought 
to  pafs,  if  it  pafied  at  all,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  a  Va- 
riety of  reafons  concurred  to  tcftify.     The  feeds  of  war 
were  already  fown  in  India ;  and  a  note  left  by  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  a  man  whofe  memory  deferved  every  poflible  praiie 
on  acccoupt  of  his  gallant  a&ioqs,  afforded  alarming  proof 
of  it.     The  deceafed  leader  of  the  troops  in  India  had  writ* 
ten  to  the  Governor  of  Madras,  that  the  expence  and  the 
bordens  incurred  by  the  Company  in  confequence  of  the 
late  war,  could  .only  be  recovered  by  a  frefh  war  on  Tippoo 
Saib.     Let  the  Houfe  paufe  upon  this  ;— let  them  reflect  on 
the  laft  Gazette,  the  difpatches  of  which  reached  the  India 
Houfe,  and  filled  the  General  Court  with  difappointment 
and  difraay,  in  the  very  moment  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, whofe  zealous  ardour  carried  him  generally  too  far,  was 
loud  in  declaring  that  all  was  peace  in  India,  and  congratu- 
lating the  Proprietors  on  the  profperous  fituation  of  their 
affairs.     Let  the  Houfe  alfo  learn  from  that  Gazette,  the 
preffing  occafion  for  an  immediate  reform  of  the  government 
of  India*     Let  them  fee  the  caufe  of  the  difafters  recorded 
in  thofe  direful  difpatches — a  quarrel  amftng  the  officers  on 
the  common  theme  of  quarrels  in  India,  the  divifion  of  the 
fpoil,  the  difpofal  of  the  plunder  taken  from  the  natives ! 
There  were  alfo  additional  caufes  to  expeft  a  war  there,  and 
to  dread  its   communicating  to  the  other  quarters  of  the 
globe,  if  proper  means  to  prevent  (it  were  not  inftantly  re- 
forted  to.     Mr.  Fox  dwelt  upon  this  for  lbme  time,  and 
ihewed  that  we  might  fuddeoly  find  our  ft  Ives  involved  in  a 
war  with  France,  if  due  care  was  not  taken  to  avert  the 
mifchief.     He  alfo  painted,  in  glowing  colours,  the  alarm* 
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rngftateof  tjie  civil  government  in  India,  in  coniemu 
of  the  difientions  between  the  different  Prcfidendes;  ne  ch> 
clared  he  felt  for  Lord  Macartney,  for  whom  he  had  ever 
entertained  flic  fincereft  refpeft.  That  noble  Lord  had 
proved  himfelf  the  moft  obedient  to  dire&ioa  from  home, 
the  pure  ft  in  principle,  and  the  moft  aealaus  in  conduft,  for 
the  national  honour,  of  any  Governor  ever  fent  to  lodia ; 
but  who  could  fay  that  Lord  Macartney  had  not  been  fuf- 
pended,  nay,  who  could  fay  that  h$  was  not  at  this  inftant 
a  prifoner,  or  that  he  Had  not  fhared  the  fate  of  Lord 
Ptgot }  He  faid  farther,  that  he ,  coofidered  fuffering  the 
Company  to  borrow  more  meney,  as  in  faft  lending  them 
the  fecurity  of  Government  for  what  they  borrowed,  ana1 
that  before  he  proceeded  that  length,  he  bold  himfelf  bonne1 
to  take  every  poffible  means  to  make  the  fafety  of  the  pub* 
lie,  and  jhe  profper  ity  of  the  Company,  go  hand  in  hand 
v,  together.     lie  knew  that  in  doing  fo,  he  put  his  own  fitutr 

tion,  as  a  Minifter,  to  the  hazard ;  but  where  upon  a  great 
national  ground  he  could  eftablifh  a  meafore  at  once  fatatary 
and  ufcfui,  likely  to  refcue  the  natives  of  India  from  op* 
preffion,  and  five  the  country  from  dilgrace,  he  little  cartd 
how  great  the  perfonal  rifques  were  that  he  was  to  encoun- 
ter. He  took  notice  of  the  India  regulating  billj  which 
however  deficient  in  point  of  policy,  it  might  be  found, 
would  not,  he  believed,  be  thought  to  be  wanting  in  regard 
to  numerous  claufes,  or  fliew  that  Minifters  had  not  very 
fully  applied  themfelves  to  the '  prefent  Situation  of  India, 
'  That  bill,  be  faid,  in  almoft  every  one  of  its  dades,  re- 
ft  rained  and  leiTcned  the  exercifc  of  the  power  of  thofc  who 
were  to  aft  under  the  authority  of  the*  bill  then  before  the 
Houfe,  The  two  bills  ought  therefore  to  be  confideied  ss 
it  were  together,  the  regulations  of  the  one  tending  to  cor* 
toft  and  temperate  the  other*  He  now  came  to  a  cone)** 
fion,  and  (aid,  that  if  he  fhould  fall  in  this,  he  fboatd  fall 
•  in  a  great  and  glorious  caufe,  ftruggling  not  only  for  the 
Company,  but  for  the  Britifh  and  India  people;  for  uwdj, 
many  millions  of  fouls.  The  reparation  of  the  fovereigntv 
from  {he  commerce,  was  a  point  which  he  thought  efitnti  J, 
•  and  it  was  partly  provided  for  in  the  bill ;  bnt  in  that  and 
many  other  provifions,  he  would  be  happy  to  be  affifted  by 
the  wifdoro  of  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  to  which,  there- 
fore, he  hoped  they  would  go  with  him. 
Urd  OalU  Lord  Gtllway  objefted  ftroogly  to  the  bill,  not  onto  oa 
wiy.  account  of  its  principle  and  tendency,  but  alfo,  and  chiefly* 
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•a  .account  of  the  very  fallacious  mode  in  which  he  had  re- 
verted the  ftatemctot  of  the  Company's  property,  in  a  paper 
which  they  had  fubntitted  to  the  in(pe£tion  and  attention  of 
the  Houfe.  He  was  therefore  decidedly  agawft  the  bill  go- 
ing into  a  Committee* 

The  right  hon.  ffiKam  Pitt  drew  the  attention  of  the  *<gbt  Ho* 
Houfe  to  the  peculiar  fituation  in  which  he  found  himfelf  w'  ***• 
placed  by  the  progreft  and  prefent  ftate  of  this  qucftioo. 
He  faid  from  the  commencement  of  it,  he  had  by  every  .ex- 
ertion in  hit  power,  fuoimoned  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
aad  of  the  country  in  general,  to  the  importance  and  dange- 
rous cuofcquences  of  the  tneaforc  now  propofed.  He  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  to 
point  out  the  dreadful  tendency  of  this  bill  On  every  thing 
dear  and  facred  to  Englishmen ;  to  prove  its  inimical  influ* 
eace  on  the  conftitution  and  liberties  of  this  country  ;  and 
to  eftablifti,  by  undeniable  evidence,  the  falfe  and  pernicious 
priaciples  on  which  it  was  founded.  Thefe  particulars  re* 
quired  time  and  deliberation,  which  the  violent  and  indecent 
precipitancy  of  this  tnifinefs  virtually  profcribed.  How-* 
ever,  it  was  irapoffible  to  regard  the  very  face  of  the  bill, 
without  feeling  ftrong  repugnance  at  its  fuccefs.  He  dclired 
the  Houfe  to  take  notice,  that  the  ground  of  neceffitv,  upon 
which  the  bill  had  been  originally  declared  to  have  been  in* 
trodoced,  was  now  changed  ;  that  neceffity  no  longer  refted 
oa  the  fimple,  clear,  and  obvious  proportion,  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  but  was  that  day  placed  on  a 
ftilt  weaker  foundation,  but  a  foundation  infinitely  more  fal- 
lacious, upon  the  temporary  diftrefs  of  the  Company.  Was  . 
that  a  fit  plea  to  warrant  the  paffing  of  a  bill,  which  openly 
profeflcd  a  daring  violation  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
Company,  'and  proceeded  to  an  immediate  conftfeation  of  all 
their  property  ?  Ought  the  Houfe  to  be  fatisfied  with  it, 
even  if  proved  beyond  the  poffibility  of  queftioa  i  He  troft* 
ed  they  would  aot ;  he  trufted  the  Houfe  had  too  much  re- 
gard for  their  own  honoor  and  dignity,  too  fcropuloua  an  at* 
teouoa  toyuftice*  and  too  confeientious  an  adherence  to  their 
duty  to  their  constituents,  to  fopport  the  Miniftcr  in  one  of  , 
the  boldeft,  moft  unprecedented,  snoft  deiperate  and  alarm* 
iqg  Attempts  at  the  egercife  of  tyranny,  that  ever  dsfgraccd 
the  aaoalt  of  this  or  any  other  country*  The  right  honou- 
rable gentleman,  whofc  eloquence  aad  whofe  abilities  would 
lend  a  grace  to  deformity,  had  appealed  to  their  paffioris, 
and  preflcd  Jmqe  to  their  hearts  the  diftrtfTcd  fituatioo  of 

the 
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the  unhappy  natives  of  India.     A  fituation  which  every  mas 
ttiuft  deeply  deplore,  and  anxiouily  wifh  to  relieve;  bat 
ought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  proceed  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  oppreffed  abroad,  by  enforcing  the  moft  un- 
parallelled  oppreffion  at  home  ?  Was  the  relief  to  be  admi- 
ntftered  in  Alia,  to  be  grounded  on  violence  and  injuftice  in 
Europe  ?  Let  the  Houfe  turn  their  eyes  to  the  very  extraor- 
dinary manner  in  which  the  very  extraordinary   bill  then 
tinder  confide  ration,  had  been  introduced.     When  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  opened  it  to  the  Houfe  on  Toefflay 
fe'nnight,  he  had  urged  the  indifpenitble  neceffity  of  the 
rneafure  as  its  only  jollification  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  that 
neceffity  to  the  conviction  of  the*  Houfe,  he  had  given  fuch 
a  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs,  as'  to  convey  to  the  ideas 
of  almoft  every  gentleman  prcfent  that  the  Company  were 
bankrupts  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions.     [Mr.  Fox  (hook 
his  head.]     Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
Tight  honourable  gentlemen  had  not  exprefsly  faid  fo  ;  but  he 
Should  dill  contend,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  ftated  their  affairs,  had  conveyed 
that  idea.     It  had  been  entertained  by  moft  of  thole  who 
heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  had  been  enter- 
tained by  the  public,  and  it  had    beeh  entertained  by  the 
Company.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had   himfeif 
confetfed,  he  had  made  feveral  omiffions  in  his  former  ftate 
of  the  Company's  affairs7:  omiffions  he  certainly  had  made; 
omiffions,  grofs,  palpable,  and  prodigious.     What  was  tbe 
confequejice  ?  the  Company  flatly  deny  the  right  honourable 
genrlemaVs  ftatement.     They  prepare  an  account  of  the 
true  ftate  of 'their  affairs  ;  they  produce  it  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe;    they   eftablifh  its  authenticity  by   the  concurrent 
tcftimony  of  their  Accountant  and  Auditor.     What  hap- 
pens then  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  declares  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  clear  his  own  charafter,  and  that  can  only 
be  done  by  refuting  and  falfifying  the  Company's  ftatement 
of  their  affairs  to  the  enormous  amount  of  twelve  millions. 
Arduous  and  difficult  as  this  talk  was,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  enters  upon  it  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  peculiar  to 
she  boldnefs  *of  his  character.     He  acknowledges  that  the 
Company's  paper  muft  be  deprived  of  its  credit  fome  how  or 
other ;  and  he  proceeds  in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner  to 
tfkd  a  purpofe  he  had  juft  told  you  was  (b  neceffary  to  him- 
felf.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  run  through  the 
account  with  a  volubility  that  rendered  comprehension  diffi- 
cult, 
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Cult,  and  deteftion  aim  oft  impoifible.    Mr.  Pitt  then  faid, 
he  had  attempted  to  follow  Mr.  Fox  through  his  commen- 
tary ;  and  though  it  was  impoifible  upon  firft  hearing  fuch  a 
variety  of  affertioos,  to  inveftigate  the  truth  of  all  of  them, 
and  completely  refute  their  fallacy,  he  would  undertake  to 
ihew  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  unfairly  rea- 
foned  upon  fome  of  the  articles,  grofsly  mifreprefented  others, 
and  wholly  pafled  by  coniiderations  material  to  be  adverted 
to,  in  order  to  afcertain  what  was  the^rue  ftate  of  the  Com- 
pany^ affairs.     He  then  entered  into  a  revifion  of  the  credit 
fide  of  the  Company's  ftatement,  and  endeavoured  to  over- 
turn Mr.  Fox's  objections  to  fotoe  of  the  articles,  and  to  de- 
feat the  force  of  his  obfervations  upon  others.     He  juftified 
the  Company's  giving  themfelves  credit  for  4,200,000! •  an 
the  debt  from  Government,  on  the  ground  that  as  they  had 
advanced  the  full  principal  of  the  fum  to  Government,  they    , 
had  a  right  to  give  themfelves  credit  for  the  whole  of  it ;  and 
the  more  efpecially,  as  on  the  other  fide  they  made  them- 
felves debtors  for  2,9^2,4401.  borrowed,  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  loan  to  Government  of  4^200,0001.    The  money 
due  for  fubfiftence  of  prifoncrs  in  a  former  war,  for  the  cx- 
pences  of  the  expedition  againft  Manilla,  and  for  hofpital 
expences,  he  alio  reafoned  upon,  to  (hew  that  the  Company 
were  not  to  blame  for  inferting  them  on  the  credit  fide  of  their 
account*     The  fight  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  had  fuch 
a  happy  talent  of  rendering  even  the  drieft  fubjcQ  lively, 
that  his  pleafant  allufion  to  the  charge  of  one  halfpenny  for 
bread  in  FalftafFs  tavern  bill,,  when  be  came  to  take  notice 
of  the  iogoI.  amount  of  filver  remaining  in  the  Treafury  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  had  fo  far  caught  his  fancy,  that  it 
was  not  till  a  minute  or  two  afterwards  that  he  glanced  his 
eye  a  little  higher  in  the  fame  page  of  the  Company's  ac- 
count, and  faw  an  entry  of  money  to  the  amount  of  1 42,794!. 
Mr.  Pitt  dwelt  upon  this  for  fome  time,  and  went  into  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  entry  of 
280,575!.  for  bonds,  which  he  ftrenuotrfly  maintained  the 
Company  had  a  right  to  give  themfelves  credit  for.     He  alfo 
entered  into  a  long  argument  refpe&ing  the  fums  credited  for 
freights  paid,  defending  them  from  Mr.  Fox's  objeftions. 
He  likewifc  defended  the  entry  of  253,616!.  as  the  value  of 
the  Company's  houfes  and  buildings  in  London,  declaring, 
that  as  the  Company  underftood  themfelves  to  ftand  charged 
with  bankruptcy,  they  felt  it  necefTary  to  ftate  the  value  of 
the  whole  of  their  afleM  in  the  fchedule  of  the  particulars  of 
Vol.  XII.  A  a  their 
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•  their  eftate.  He  reafoncd  for  fome  time  on  the  aflcrtion*  of 
Mr.  Fox  upon  the  prime  coft  of  four  cargoes  on  their  paf- 
fage  from  Bengal,  and*  raid,  notwithftanding  the  arguments 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  wheft  the  freight  and  du- 
ties were  paid,  there,  would-  be  a  lofs  rather  than  a  profit  on 
the  inveftment;'  he  believed  the  reverie  would  be  the  fa£t ; 
for  he  generally  underftood,  that  when  an  inveftment  was 
tnade  in  India,  the  prime  coft  was  at  leaft  doubled  in  the 
price  the  cargoes  fetched  in  England,  He  oppofed  Mr.  Fox's 
obfervations  on  the  different  entries  under  the  head  of  Quick 
Stock,  at  the  various  prefidencics  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and 
Bombay,  and  at  Bcncoolen  and  in  China,  contradi&ing 
many  of  them,  and  upholding  the  Com.  any  in  their  ftate- 
tnent.  He  declared  he  did  not  know  what  the  right  honour- 
^  able  gentleman  alluded  to  relative  to  the  private  debt  incurred 
by  the  Madras  prefidency.  With  regard  to  the  debts  due 
from  the  Nabob  Afoph  ul  Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  of*  Arcof, 
he  laid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  advantage  of 
thofe  fads  to  di(play  his  oratory,  that  the  Houfe  was  loft  in 
a  blaze  of  eloquence,  and  fo  dazzled  with  the  fuftre  and  bril- 
liancy of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  talents,  that  they 
were  deprived  of  the  exercife  of  their  fober  reafon,  and  rcn* 
dered  incompetent  to  weigh  the  propriety  of  the  Company** 
making  any  mention  of  debts,  fome  of  which  they  exprefsly 
declared  would  be  lingering  in  their  payment,  and  others 
they  acknowledged  to  be  precarious.  After  going  through 
the  whole  of  the  obfervations  and  objc&ions  of  Mr.  Fox, 
and  contending  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  uni- 
formly declined  any  fort  of  difcrimination  as  to  the  different 
periods  of  time  that  the  Company's  debts  would  come  upon 
them,  but  bad  angued  as  if  the  whole  were  due  at  the  pre- 
lent  moment.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  laft  matter  urged  againft 
the  Company,  viz.  their  capital,  was*  to  his  mind,  the  moft 
extraordinary  of  any  thing  he  had  ever  met  with.  He  had 
often  heard,  when  traders  wqrc  bankrupts,  or  when  it  be- 
came neceflary  that  their  affairs  fhould  be  vefted  in  the  hands 
of  truftces,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  difcover  the 
whole  amount  of  their  debts  to  others  ;  but  he  never  before 
knew,  that  it  was  either  incumbent  on  them  to  ftate,  or  ne- 
ceflary for  the  creditors  to  know*  how  much  they  oweA 
thcmfclvcs.  Having  put  this  very  ftrongly,  Mr.  ritt  de- 
nied that  there  was  any  deficiency  whatever  in  their  capital., 
contending,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  Company,  though 
iiArcfled,  were  by  no  means  insolvent,  and  that  Uiey  ought 

a  to 
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to  be  atjowfld  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  whole  of  tfcc 
foremen*  *f  their  affairs  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.     The 
right  honourable  Secretary  had  accufed  the  temerity  of  the 
Cofipagy  in  bringing  before  this.  Houfe  the  accounts  of  the^ 
Company  in  a  ftate  exceedingly  fallacious.    He  had  aflted 
wb*t  indignation  ^  cenfure  was  due  to  the  individual  who 
da/ed  to  have  thus  trifled  with  truth,  with,  decency,  and  with  • 
the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  ?  What  then  Iball  be  laid  of  a  Mi-' 
nifter,  who  ventures  to  rife  up  in  his  place,  and  impofe  on 
the  Houfe  a  ftatcmept  every  way  abfurd  and  erroneous  ?  On 
thefc  and  many  other  accounts,  the  honourable  gentlemaji 
was  clearly  for  deferring  the  debate.     This  pofition  he  ar- 
gued *ery  elaborately,  and  (aid,  as  it  was  perfectly  reafoo- 
abJc  to  allow  the  Houie  time  to  enquire  into,  and  examine 
the  truth  of  the  paper*  then  on  the  table,  the  falsehood  c/f 
which  QUgbt  wt  to  be  taken  for  granted  upon  the  bare  affec- 
tion* of  tb*  Secretvy  of  State,  (6  introduced  and  made  as 
tb*y  had  bee?,  he  mould  hope  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  adjourning  the  Hcbate  for  a  fioglc  day,  and  fhould  there- 
fore  rtfejv*  his  feotiments  upon  the  principle  of  the  bill  for 
the  prcfoflt*  nod  move  "  that  the  debate  Ix*  adjourned  tijl 
to^moitpw (Friday)  moriwg," 

Mr.  Fwc  replied  Ht.Mr-  fttt»  wJ  ftated,  that  he  h*d  not  Mr.  ft* 
pbje&cd  to  the  Cpmpany's  claim  of  cafh,  including  their 
bonds,  hut  had  only  otyerved  upon  it«  With  regard  to  the 
fecret  debt  of  the  Madras  government,  he  faid,  he  had  air 
juded  U*  a  Urge  debt  incurred,  which  that  government  had 
teen  tUpwcd  to  draw  hills  for  by  the  (aft  Board  of  Treafurjt. 
In  reply  to  vfhat  Mr.  Pitt,  had  faid  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
Cootpftliy'*  oqt  being  accountably  fpr  their  capital,  he  obr 
fcrved,  that  their  capital  belonged  to  the  Proprietors,  and 
payernoie«t  was  a?  much  bound  to  look  to  their  Jecurity,  ap 
to  that. of  the  pubfo  at  large  in  regard  to  revenue.  dptie*,  Spc, 

Lord  North  entered  with  great  readineft  and  fpirit  ipto  U  North 
the  reafoning  of  the  fight  honourable  gentlem&ji  who  fpokf  • 
before;  hiui,  He  i^ept  over  the  feverat  articles,  To  Ac  obr 
je&ipp*  made  by  Mh  Fo*,  he  added  others ;  and  contendr 
ed,  pa  the  whole,  that  there  was  not  tbe.Jeaft  ncccflity  fof 
an  adjournment*  His  i*>rdihip  faid  hc  Mt  heep  twenty 
year*  ig  Parliament,  *pd  bad  always  h«*rd  it  aflerted  by 
every  ono  who  kpeqr  ought  of  tfie  bufaeb,  that  a  ibciety  of 
gentlemen,  united  merely  on  commercial"  principles,  were 
not  ecjyal  to  the  government  of  fuch  f  terri)tpry  as  Indn^ 
Jfc  djwfrd  hi*  ftftftii  tp  two  j*int%  tf*  *tf«W*>ft  °f  M«- 

.  A*  *  fru* 
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Pitt's  argument  againft  the  bill,  and  again  ft  Mr.  Fox's  ob- 
fervattans  and  objections,  as  urged  with  refpett  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  to  the  refcuing 
the  bill  itfelf  from  the  obloquy  with  which  it  had  been 
loaded.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  his 
Lordfliip  ohferved,  had  called  the  bill  an  unprecedented  at* 
tempt  to  eftablifh  a  violation  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
Company,  and  an  immediate  confifcation  of  their  property ; 
'this  charge  was  a  weighty  one,  but  it  was  not  true.    That 
the  bill  infringed  upon  the  charter  of  the  Eaft  India  Com* 
pany,  was  undoubtedly  the  cafe ;  but  was  the  bill,  as  far 
'  as   it    was  confidered  in  that  view,   unprecedented  ?    No 
fuch  thing.      The  bill  in   1773,    brought  in  by  himfelf, 
which  restrained  the  exerdfe  of  eleft ion,  and  deprived  the 
500!.  ftockhdders  of  their  votes,  was  an  infringement  of 
the  Company's  charter ;  the  bill  giving  Government  the 
power  of  appointment  to  offices  in  India,  in  forae  inftances, 
and  the*  Parliament  a  power  of  nomination  in  others,  was 
equally  an  infringement  of  the  charter.  *  The  bill  brought 
in    laft  fcifion  by  a  learned  gentleman,     who  had   been 
Chairman  of  the  Secret  Corpmitcee,-  prbpofed  a  regulation, 
clearly  founded  on  a  violation  of  the  Company's  charter ; 
m  faying  this,  he  meant  not  to  infiouate  that  there  was  any 
blame  due  to  that  learned  gentleman.    The  neceffity  of  the 
qaft  rendered  it  impoffible  to  attempt  any  regulation,  at  all 
likely  to  prove  effectual,  without  violating  the  Company's 
charter.    He  therefore,  for  one,  made  no  fcruple  to  admits 
that  the  bills  he  had  propofed,  trenched  on  the  Company's 
chartered  rights;  they  certainly  did  fo;  and  if  there' was 
any  guilt  in  having  been  the  Mihifter  who  propofed  ftith  a 
toeafure,  he  defired  to  be  'ranked  with  thfc  other  criminals. 
But  while  gentlemen  were  prone  to  accofe  upon  this  ground, 
f       fet  them  examine  the  nature  of  the  cafe  a  little,  and  Tee  how 
"d  a  violation  of  the  charter  could  be  avoided.    Thecdnftitu- 
tionof  the  Company,  as  it  ftood  at  prefent,  was  admitted 
tpbeabfurd,  and  moft  inadequate/   The  Court  of  Direc- 
tors wcrh  the  nominal  Mintfters  of  the  Company,  thty  gave 
orders  to  the  Company's  fervapts  in  India ;  the  Cotnptn^'a 
fcrvahts  ifr  India  dtfboeyed  thofe  orders,  and  having  an  in* 
.floence  upon  the  Cdurt  of  Ptoprietors  at  home,  th*  Court 
fcf  Proprietors  ov$r*Tuled  the  Court' of  Di  reft  or*.     Thit 
tfras,  his  Lordflirp  obferved,  a  perfeA  mathematical  figuYe, 
but  It  was  very- fat  from  a  perftft  political  one.    The 
floufe  had  heard  that  the  Direfton  wrote  fine  letters ;  tbia 
*  certainly 
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certainly  did  then  great  credit ;  bur,  from  the  eireumftan- 
ces  above  mentioned,  nothing  was  ever  done  in  confcquencc, 
and  all  the  important  bafinefs  of  the  Company  ended  where 
it  began,—- in  a  fine  letter.  It  was  admitted  on  ail  hands, 
that  fomething  was  neceffary  to  be  done  ;  bat  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  faid  the  ncceffity  was  not  made  out,  and 
the  Company  had  not  been  proved  to  be  bankrupts :  hi* 
honourable  colleague  had  not  charged  the  Company  with 
being  bankrupts,  but  he  would  venture  to  lay,  that  had  pri- 
vate and  individual  traders  done  as  much  as  the  Company 
had  done  in  many  inftances,  they  would  have  committed 
afts  of  bankruptcy.  The  Company  owed  money  'which 
they  could  not  pay.  The  Company  were  liable  to  many 
demands,  which  they  were  unable  to  anfwer ;  and  they 
avowed  their  diftrefs  to  be  fuch,  that  without  relief  froni 
Government,  •  they  could  not  go  on.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  was  a  grtfat  matter  of 
words.  He  admired  the  power  of  vocables,  which  always 
diftmgorihea*  his  oratory.  Words  too  of  his  ufing  had  cer- 
tainly^ and  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree*  changed  their 
meaning  fittce  he  was  young,  and  much  more  converfant 
with  that  verbal  fcience  than  now :  but  furdy  the  word  con- 
fifcatiofe  was '  not  by  any  means  applicable  to  the  prefeat 
cafe.     ]p  what  (ingle  inftafecc  was  the  property  of  the  Com- 

Eany  invaded  i  Nothing  of  this  kind  appeared  at  leaft  in  the 
ill,  which  only  went  to  demolish  their  political,  not  by 
any  means  their  Teal  confequence.  Confifcation  meant  the 
fcizing  upon  property,  with  a  defign  to  appropriate  it  to  the 
ufeof  other  than  the  right  owners.  Was  this  the  cafe? 
Did  the  bill  fay  a  fyllahle  about  lowering  the  dividend, 
breaking  in  upon  the  exclusive  trade  of  the  Company,  or 
taking  away  any  of  their  commercial  advantages  ?  Where 
was  the  confifcatiori  then  ?  That  a  regulation  waa  neceffary 
every  body  allowed  ;  and  would  it  be  contended,  that  the 
powers  exercifcd  under  a  conftitution,  proved  by  experience 
to  be  inadequate  to  the  government  of  our  territorial  acqui- 
sitions, and  the  management  of  our  territorial  re ve dues  in 
India,  ought  to  be  entrufted,  under  a  new  conftitution,  ia 
the  fame  hands,  which  had  proved  incapable  of  directing 
them  with  effifft  for  fo  many  years  together )   A  new  fyftem  \ 

was  absolutely  neceffary,'  arid  neceffary  immediately*  Ei- 
ther that  jpropofed  in  the  bill'  ought  to  be  adopted,  or  thofe 
whoobjeaed  againft  ity  ought  to  propofc  a  wifer.  Having 
fhua  morally  fpokro  u>  the  general  febied  of  the  bill,  hit 
p  •    f  Lordlhip 


»g*  PA*tIAM£NlTAftY     .       &.  itf% 

Lordfhip  entered  upoo  an  -cfltMauiatMHi  of  Mr«  Pitt*e  re-* 
marks  on  Mr.  Fox's  obfervations  and  objections*  controvert 
ing  and  refuting  fevcral,  end  clearly  (hewing,  from  the  na- 
ture of  each,  that  another  day  would  throw  oo  new  light 
upon  the  quaftion  upon  which '  the  bill  ought  \fo  refU  Hif 
Lordfhip  explained  fueh  of  th*  entries  to  the  Company's 
ftate  of  their  affair*  as  had  come  under  bw  cognisance 
while  at  the  head  of  (the  Treafury*  particularly  mentioning 
their  claim  on  account  of  the  cxpeneas  of  the  expedition  to 
Manilla,  which  he  faid  had  been,  fully  confidence}  by  thf 
Board  of  Treasury,  who  had  long  finer  declared  they  had 
paid  as  much  as  they  thought  the  public  ought  to  pay  oo  that 
{core,  The  Hofpital  expeoces  he  fitted  alio  |o  ftand  exaftly 
on  a  limilar  footing.  He  (hen  vent  through  the  other  ar- 
ticles,, and  fpoke  of  the  de>ts  due  from  the  Nabob  Afopb  *l 
Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  of  Arcat,  preuy  much  at  Urge, 
He  {hewed,  that  the  poverty  of  the  Utter  if  as  not  to  be  at 
ertbed  to  the  difcreft  occafioned  by  an  expend ve  and  calami- 
tous war,  Hyder  Ally  having  never  invaded  that  port  of 
the  Carnetic,  and  the  country  haying  been  foklv  in  the 
pofieffion  of  the  Britifb,  though  the  face  of  it  bad,  ho  be* 
Iicved,.*U  the  appearance  of  having  boeo  ravaged  and  de« 
ftroyed  by  an  enemy.  His  Lordfhip  alfo  (aid  fooiethiog 
about  the  Northern  Circars,  which  we  did  not  rightly:  under* 
ftand.  After  being  very  copious  in  reply  to  Mr-  Pitt*  after 
vrging:  the  neceflity  that  focuo  meafare  with  regard  to  India 
ibould  bo  adopted  immediately,  reminding  ds*  Hmifctbat 
his  Mtyefty'a  fpeech  from  the  throne  at  the  cow** oocoeent 
of  the  Uft  ieflion,  called  upon  tliem  to  turn  their  attention 
to  the  aflaios  of  India  a*  fooo  as  they  poflihfy  could,  repeat? 
it>g  bis  aqrament,  that  the  prefer*  bill  was  not  opprtiflivc, 
denying  th*t  it  gave  morn  influeooe  to  the  Crown  or  the 
Miniftert*  and  inewing  clearly,'  that  the  other  fatr*  of 
parliamentary  pmgreflion,  through  which  the  bill  muft  pais, 
would  afford  fo  much  time  for  inveftigatioo  and  difcuflion, 
that  there  could  be  no  seafooable  plea  advanced  to  prove  the 
propriety  of  the  prefcnt  motion  for  an  adjournment;  hit 
>rd£bip  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  Should  vote 
agatoft  the  queftion  moved  by  the  right  honoueafrle  gentle- 
man,  and  fhould  be  for  the  bill's  going  to  a  Committee, 

Ommoa.        Commodore  Jobnfitn*  replied  to  .Lard  North  *w&  Mr. 

johnftoee.  Fox.  He  obferved,  that  the  noUe  Lord's  fpeech  wna  full 
of  abfarditita  and  cootradi&ions.     Ho*  pledged  himfelf  to 

prove  the  account,  oa  whkk  NU.  Fan  bod  fy  fftlJf.  ftnwk- 
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ed,  and  he  particularly  noticed,  what  he  termed,  the  art  of 
the  right  honourable  gentlcmao,  who  by  confounding  dates 
and  places,  had  attempted  to  mi  (lead  the  Houfe.  He  aver- 
red, that  the  debt  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  would  be  paid, 
without  the  practice  of  any  feveritfes,  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  fo  pathetically  defcribed.  He 
appealed  to  General  Smith,  to  prove  the  populoufnefs  and 
the  extent  4f  Oude ;  the  honourable  gentleman,  be  faid, 
knew  Oude  and  the  late  Vizier,  from  whom  he  had  received 
ibme  civilities,  perfectly  well.  He  contended,  that  it  was 
not  from  the  ex  parte  evidence  of  the  Seleft  Committee,  or 
from  an  artful  miftatement  of  falls,  that  the  Company 
fhould  be  puniQied  by  the  forfeiture  of  its  charter,  but  by 
fpecific  charges,  to  which  fpecific  anfwers  might  be  given. 
He  denied  that  the  Company  were  in  any  thing  like  a  ftate 
of  bankruptcy.  They  were  under  circumftances  of  tern* 
porsry  diftrefs,  he  acknowledged,  but  their  affairs  were  pro- 
mifirg,  and  their  credit  good.  The  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary had  faid,  that  as  they  flood  indebted  to  Government 
for  duties,  and  were  in  need  of  affiftaocc,  Government  was 
juftificd  in  feizing  upon  the  Company's  charter,  to  fecure 
the  public  revenue.  This  was  a  moft  unjuft  argument* 
The  Company  had  fufficient  credit  to  raife  much  more  than 
they  now  wanted,  without  the  aid  of  Government,  but 
their  hands  were  tied  by  an  aft  of  Parliament.  Thus  Go- 
vernment fir  ft  created  a  difability,  and  now  meant  to  take 
a  moft  unhandlbtne  advantage  of  it.  In  the  conclufion  of 
bis  fpeech  the  Governor  declared,  that  as  a  Proprietor,  ho 
would  rcfift,  to  the  laft  moment,  the  fallacious  and  unjufti- 
tiable  proceeding  now  going  forward,  and  that  he  would 
fooner  lofc  every  (hilling  of  ftock  he  pofleflcd,  than  content 
to  preferve  it,  by  fupporting  a  bill,  which  muft  effectually 
deftroy  the  Britifh  conftitution. 

The  Marquis  of  Graham  faid,   that  if  the  prefent  bill  The  Mm*. 
paffed,  there  would  be  little,  or  rather  no  occafion,  for  him  ^  °rth*m* 
to  enter  the  doors  of  that  Houfe  again ;  he  rofe,  therefore,     , 
perhaps  for  the  laft  time,  to  fpeak  his  fenximents  beneath 
that  roof.     The  Marquis  then  arraigned  the  bill  in  terms  of 
the  greateft  acrimony  ;  and  after  obferving  upon  the  argu« 
merit,  that  Minifters  meant  to  violate  the  chartered  rights 
of  the  Company*  with  a  view  to  prop  and  fupport  its  cre- 
dit, he  faid,   luclT  means  of  affifting  the    diftreffed  were 
cruel  mercies,  and  more   afflifting  and  injurious  than  the 
diftrefs  they  profefled  to  relieve.     He  did  Mr.  Fox  amplt 

jufticc 
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jyftice  on  the  power  of  his  oratory,  -and  declared,  that 
whatever  notions  he  might  have  conceived,  whatever  opi- 
nions he  might  have  formed,  upon  any  ineafure  depending 
in  Parliament,  previous  to  his  coming  down  to  the  Hoofe ; 
while  he  was  there,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  chofe 
to  recommend  the  mcafure,  he  found  himfelf  amufed,  and 
plea  fed  with  his  reafoning,  nay,  almoft  fatisfied  and  con- 
vinced ;  but  when  he  took  time  to  paufe,  to  recur  to  the 
cool  and  temperate  opinions,  he  had  originally  formed  upon 
the  fubjeft,  his  reafon  relumed,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
delufion,  and  his  fober  judgment  taught  him  the  wide  diffe* 
rence  between  powerful  deception  and  rational  conviction. 
The  Marquis  painted  the  jun&ion  of  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State"  as  an  unpardonable  violation  of  political  ch  a  rafter, 
fufficient  to  excite  and  juftify  an  eternal  want  of  confidence. 

/  '  In  fuch  hands,  a  bill  like  the  prefent  was,  he  faid,  moft 

alarming, 'fi  nee  it  gave  the  Minifter  a  degree  of  influence 
new  to  the  conftitution,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  He 
1  plainly  faw  that  this  influence  had  already  produced  fome 
effect  within  thofe  walls ;  and  if  the  bill  pa  fled,  there  would 
not  only  be  an  end  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  but  an  end  of  all  rights  held  on  the  fanc- 
tion  of  parliamentary  faith,  and  an  end  even  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Parliament  itfelf. 

**2J£*  General  Smith  replied  to  Governor  Johnftone  as  foon  as 

the  Marquis  of  Graham  tat  down,  and  having  fatisfaftorily 
explained  the  infinuation  of  the  C  J  over  nor,  relative  to  his 
having  received  civilities  from  the  Vizier  of  Oude,  he  went 
into  a  defcription  of  the  finances  of  the  Nabob,  Afoph  ul 
Dowla.  He  alfo  ftated  the  accounts  of  the  iituation  of  our 
affairs  at  Bombay  and  Madras,  according  to  the  laft  letters 
(  he  had  received  from  India,  which  tended  to  prove  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  an  immediate  regulatioo  and  reform. 

f^Richwd   ^  Sir  jRiVW  /////began  with  declaring  it  was  a  fixtprio- 

.    *  ciple  in  optics  that  all  objeds  ft  ruck  the  eye  of  the  beholder, 

differently  according  to  the  medium  or  light  through  which 
they  were  viewed.  This  makim  was  fully  verified  by  an 
experiment  made  in  April  laft,  by  only  moving  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  from  the  fide  of  the  Houie  on  which 
Sir  Rip  hard  ftcod,  to  the  other.  Placed  where  he  now  was, 
he  viewed  the  bill  in  his  hand  as  calculated  to  C(  remedy  all 
ihofc  alarming  diforders  which  have  long  prevailed,  and 
ftill  continue  in  the  management  of  the  territorial  pofleffioos 

revenues, 
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revenues,    and   commerce   of  thefe  kingdoms  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,"  &c. 

But  had  fiich  a  bill  been  brought  in  by  Adtniniftration 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fat  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  it  would  have  appeared  to  him  in  very  diffe- 
rent colours  indeed.  He  doubted  not  but  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  viewed  it  again  and  again  through 
two  giaftcs  which  he  conftantly  carried  about  with  him. 
He  meant  his  magnifying  glafs,  and  his  multiplying  glafs. 

Io  the  former,  his  magnifying  glafs,  it  would  have  ap- 
peared big  with  the  mod  alarming  danger  of  increasing 
Crown  influence,  and  of  extending  minifterial  power,  whick 
things  were  always  confidcred  as  the  Baggy  boos  and  Raw* 
head  and  bloody  booes,  with  which  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  ufod  to  terrify  his  prefent  cara  Jpofa  before  thofe 
two  perfons  were  joined  together  in  holy  matrimony. 

But  he  meant  not  here  to  fpeak  againft  the  coalition;  or 
to  fay  any  thing  pcrfonal,  as  he  hoped  his  Majcfty's  prefent 
Mimfter8  would  propofe  fuch  meafures  as  he  fhould  be  able 
to  coalefce  with* 

In  the  latter  (his  multiplying  glafs)  all  the  evils  which  the 
bill  now  tended  to  prevent,  with  20,000  more  of  rapine, 
injuftice,  cruelty,  violation  of  rights  and  charters,  weaken** 
ing  of  parliamentary  faith,  &c  would  all  have  danced  be-, 
fore  his  eyes  at  once*  , 

Now,  Sir  Richard  afked,  what  was  the  caufe  of  that  dif- 
ference, fince  the  man  viewing,  and  the  objeft  viewed,  were 
identically  the  fame  i  It  was  plainly  owing  td  fome  ftrong 
rays  of  a  fide  light  that  darted  from  the  Eaft,  and  perhaps 
a  little  horizontally  from  the  North,  upon  the  pupil  of  the 
right  honourable  Secretary's  eye,  fo  that  without  having 
recourie  to  the  Motions  of  a  Newton,  a  Prieftly,  or  a 
Franklin,  they  might- affirm  that  it  was  certainly  that  fame 
North-Eaft  light  which  had  fuch  a  powerful  effe&  upon  the 
feeing  (or  to  fpeak  more  philofophically )  on  the  vifive  facul- 
ties of  the  right  honourable  Secretary.  But,  he  faid,  that 
the  right  honourable  framer  of  the  bill  was  never  without 
either  of  the  glades  he  had  mentioned  ;  though,  as  he  ob~ 
ferved,  thiogs  appeared  very  different  to  him,  according  to 
the  medium  through  which  he  looked,  and  whether  the  par- 
ticles of  matter  of  which  he  was  compofed  were  placed  on  . 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe  or  the  other. 

Seated  on  that  iUuftriout  bench,  on  which  the  fun  always 
(hone,  when  he  Viewed  the  bill  through  his  magnifying  glafs, 
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in  the  firft  place,  it  much  aggrandized  himfelf,  and  all  his 
influence  as  a  Minifter  of  State,  infomuch  that  he  looked 
as  if  he  really  could  carry  the  India  Houfe  on  his  back,  as 
a  print  juft  publifhed  humourouily  reprefented  him  to  be 
doing. 

Secondly,  it  aggrandized  the  feven  Commiffioners,  or 
holy  emperors,  and  their  eight  Affiftant  Directors. 

Thirdly,  it  aggrandized  needy  adherents,  and  raifed  them 
from  Lilliputians  to  Brobdignagians  and  Patagonians. 

As  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  multiplying  glafs, 
as  he  at  prefent  held  it  up  to  look  at  the  bill,  in  the  firft 
place,  it  greatly  multiplied  friends  and  jobbers,  who  would 
ftick  to  him  at  every  pinch,— -Over  (hoes,  over  boots.  Se- 
condly, it  multiplied  all  his  various  interefts,  all  his  con- 
nections, all  his  powers,  not  only  at  home  in  this  country, 
but  by  fea  and  land,  and  all  over  the  globe.  But  when  be 
laid,  that  it  multiplied  all  his  powers,  he  muft  except  his 
intellectual  powers  and  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  as  he 
really  thought  thefe  could  not  be  magnified  or  multiplied. 

Thirdly,  which  was  by  far  the  heft  of  all  its  multiplying 
powers,  it  multiplied  the  rupees  and  the  guineas,  if  not  to 
the  nation,  yet  to  the  happy  favourites  who  were  to  tafte  the 
fweets  of  the  bill  for  five  whole  years  \o  come. 

And  now  leaving  optics,  Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  he  would 
make  an  eafy  tranfuion  (at  lead  he  would  make  a  tranfition, 
whether  an  eafy  one  or  noi)  from  allegory  to  the  bill  itfelf, 
the  particular  parts  and  claufes  of  which  he  fhould  leave  to 
be  difcufled  by  thofe  who  were  much  more  equal  to  fo  great 
a  work  than  he  was. 

He  (hould  therefore  only  obferve,  with  regard  to  the 
principle  and  fpirit  of  the  bill  in  general,  that  they  appeared 
to  him  fo  exceedingly  oppofite  to  the  whole  genius  of  the 
conftitution,  and  to  thofe  benign  laws  by  which  it  was  fop- 

Grted,  that  the  Directors  were  hardly  allowed  the  privi- 
jes  which  in  courts  of  judicature  were  granted  to  felons; 
for  in  cafes  of  felony,  feizure  and  confilcation  never  took 
place  till  after  conviction  ;  whereas,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
the  parties  were  not  even  accufed  of  any  fpecific  crime. 

But  (hould  the  bill  pafs  the  Houfe,  (the  Houfe  he  hoped 
would  pardon  the  fuppofition)  it  muft  afford  much  fatisfac- 
tion  indeed  to  thofe  who  were  nearly  interefted  in  it,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  body  of  petitioning  Directors  that  they 
had  a  powerful  friend  in  the  other  Houfe  to  plead  their 
cautej  and  to  fupport  their  rights ;  he  meant  the  noble  pro- 

tcfting 
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retting  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury  Board,  who,  when 
the  Laft-India  regulating  bill  waft  brought  in,  juft  ten  year9 
ago,  (which  bill  did  not  go  near  fo  far  as  the  pre  lent)  tcf- 
tificd  his  hearty  diffent  from  it  in  the  following  ftrong  terms : 

1.  "  Becaufe  it  was  not  only  an  high  and  dangerous  vio- 
lation of  the  yet  unqueftioned  charter  of  the  Company,  but 
a  total  fubverfion  of  all  the  principles  of  the  law,  and  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country.  ' 

2.  "  Becaufe  the  election  of  executive  officers  in  Parlia- 
ment is  plainly  unconftitutiona],  productive  of  intrigue  and 
fa&ion,  and  calculated  for  extending  a  corrupt  influence  in 
the  Crown.  It  frees  Minifters  from  refponiibility,  whilft 
it  leaves  them  all  the  effeft  of  patronage." 

Thus  protefted  the  noble  Duke  ;  and  Sir  Richard  doubted 
not  but  he  would  be  as  fteady  in  his  principles  till  death,  as 
the  much-lamented  Marquis,  who  joined  with  him  in  the 
proteft. 

He  remembered  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  af* 
ferted,  when  this  bill  was  reaa  the  firft  time,  that  charges 
of  peculation  were!  with-held,  becaufe  money  was  fent  over 
to  the  Directors,  which  ftopped  their  mouths,  and  pre- 
vented their  complaints.  He  doubted  not  but  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  felt  what  he  laid,  when  he  af- 
ferted  this,'  and  that  the  fame  right  honpurable  gentleman 
knew  full  well  that  money  had,  indeed,  a  wonderful  power* 
of  {topping  mouths,  and  of  changing  mens9  language,  (and 
even  their  connexions)  yea,  that  it  out-did  what  tjie  pogt 
laid  of  mufic,   that  it  had 

■  charms  to  footh  the  favage  breaft, 
To  foftcn  rocks,  or  bend  the  knotted  oak. 

bat  how  far  it  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  before  them,  re- 
mained yet  to  be  proved. 

Before  he  fet  down  he  muft  obferve,  that  it  ought  to  have 
much  weight,  that  the  firft  commercial  city  in  the  world  had 
exprefled  a  difapprobation  of  this  bill,  oy  determining  in 
Comjnon  Council  to  petition  the  Houfe  againft  it.  And  he 
muft  add,  that  he  was  happy  to  fee  fo  full  an  attendance 
upon  a  queftion  of  fuch  vaft  confequence,  and  that  not- 
withstanding the  right  honourable  Secretary  moft  unhand- 
fomely,  in  his  opinion,  refufcd  to  put  off  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill  till  the  day  of  the  call ;  though  by  way  of  apo- 
logy for  that  refufal,  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  and  a 
Sreat  ornament  to  his  profeffion,  alked,  in  his  maiden  fpeech, 
ow  it  was  pdffible  for  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  be  fum* 

Sb  a  moned 
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moned  to  attend  the  call,  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  this 
important  bufinefs  whilft  they  were  coming  qp  poft  upon  the 
road?  Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  fie  wifhed  always  to  learn 
Wifdom  from  the  arguments  of  his  honourable  friend,  as 
every  body  muft  who  attended  to  him.  He  would  beg  to 
aikiri  return,  what  profound  knowledge  of  this  bill  were 
thofe  gentlemen  likely  to  enter  the  Houfe  with,  who  had 
,  been  roufed  out  of  their  beds  at  one,  two,  or  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  by  the  arrival  of  minifterial  raeffengers, 
with  mandates  to  mount  them  up  to  town  with  the  celerity 
of  air  balloons,  in  order  that  they  might  be  in  time  enough 
for  the  divifion  that  eveqing  ?  What  -was  to  inform  and 
determine  the  judgment  of  thofe  gentlemen  on  that  ardoou* 
occafion  ?  Why  they  were  to  look  at  the  Treafury  Bench, 
to  call  their  eyes  round  the  Houfe  to  fee  who  faid  aye  and 
who  faid  no,  who  went  out  and  who  ftaid  in,  and  upon 
thofe  merits  were  to  depend  the  annihilaton  of  an  ancient 
charter,  the  characters  of  many  refpc&ablc  individuals,  and 
the  feizure  of  goods  and  property.  In  ihort,  the  fate  of 
.       '        Caefar  and  of  Rome. 

kinfwK  Mr.  Jenkinfon  ftated  what  had  been  the  conduft  of  the 

Houfe  when  the   regulating  bill  paffed,   reminding,  them, 
that  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  was  then  referred  to 
ji  Committee  of  Enquiry,  and  that  he  had  been  the  Charr- 
man  of  the  Committee.     He  prclfed  for  the  adjournment, 
and  reprobated  the  bill. 
Mr.Bcottle#  r  Mr.  Boottle  declared,  he   wifhed  it  to  be  explored,  whe- 
ther the  Court  of  Directors'  ftatement  of  the  Company,  or 
that  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  the  true  one,  be- 
fore the   bill   was  committed.     Mr.  Boottle  faid,  he   had 
4000I.  India  ftock,   but  he  had  rather  let  it  all  go  to  the 
ground,  than  affent  to  fuch  a  bill  as  that  before  the  Houfe, 
unlefs  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary. 
Mr.  Mint*      Mr.  Mansfield  in  a  very  able  fpeech,   defended  the  bill, 
6cJd*  refcued  it  lYom  the  calumny  thrown  upon  it,  and  laboured  to 

prove  that  it  did  not  defervc  the  confiru&ion  put  npoa  it 
by  Mr.  jenkinfon. 
Mr.  Gren-       Mr.  Grtwuille%  in  corrcft  and  animated  language,  fupported 
*illc  ^|r  p-ttt>g  motion  for  adjournment,  and  urged  with  great 

carne  finds  the  indecency  of  fending  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
fo  precipitately,  when  only  a  fingle  day's  poftponcmem  was 
defired. 
Lord  Malt-      Lord  Maitland  in  a  ftraio  of  hontft  warmth,  fupported 
Un4'         the  bill,  and  juftified  it  on  every  principle  upon  which  it 

had 
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hid  been  attacked.  He  declared  it  drew  influence  from  its 
larkiftg  place,  and  fct  it  in  full  view  of  the  Houfe  of  Corn- 
moos;  fo  fituated,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  was  not  to  be 
feared ;  it  was  therefore  pueralc  to  pretend  an  alarm  where 
there  was  not  the  leaft  caufe  for  any.  His  Lordfhip  de- 
dared  his  thorough  confidence  in  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  and 
charged  the  opponents  of  the  bill  with  having  fhifted  their 
ground  fioce  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  when  they  called 
out  fo  vehemently  for  a  fyftem.  « 

Mr,  Hvfpj  very  candidly  faid,  if  thedivifion  went  upon  Mr.Huffey. 
the  queftion  of  the  commitment,  he  woulcT  divide  for  the 
commitment,  becaufe  he  thought  that  bill,  or  fome  bill, 
immediately  ncceflary.  He  alfo  faid,  if  the  adjournment 
was  really  defired,  only  to  obtain  more  information,  he 
would  vote  for  it ;  but  if  it  was  merely  for  the  purpofe  of 
delay,  he  fhould  oppofe  it,  Mr.  HuflTey  ftated  two  points 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Fox's  obfervations  and  objections,  in  which 
he  differed  from  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Fox  explained  hirnfelf  upon  both. 

Hon.  T.  Erjkine  began  with  obferving,  that  if  the  Houfe  Hon.  T. 
were  to  adjourn  its  deliberations  till  thofe  gentlemen  informed  Erfk,nc 
themfelves,  who  Teemed  to  fet  all  information  at  defiance, 
there  was  an  end  of  all  profpeft  of  decifion.  On  the  day 
the  bill  was  firft  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary, 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  moved  on  that  day  for 
an  adjournment  for  farther  consideration,  had  boldly  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  infamous  in  principle,  and  ruinous  in  policy, 
aodthat  it  did  not  deferve  one  moment's  reflection,  deliring 
however,  at  the  fame  time  a  week  to  reflect  upon  it.  But 
even  that  contradiction*  grofs  as  it  muft  appear,  wa,s  nothing 
to  the  proposition  of  that  day  ;  for  'the  honourable  gentle* 
man,  after  once  more  declaiming  againft  the  bill  as  radically 
defective  in  all  its  principles,  and  pronouncing  upon  the 
itnpoffibility  of  its  being  endured  for  a  moment  by  the 
Houfe,  yet  begged  that  it  might  not  be  truftcd  to  its  deter- 
mination, and  afked  one  day  to  examine  into  the  comments 
made  by  Mr.  Fox  upon  the  Company's  accounts,  as  being 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  guide  their  determination,  though  he 
had  faid,  not  a  moment  before,  that  the  Company's  folvency^ 
w  kifolvency,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  queftion,  as  no 
fate  that  could  be  imagined  would  cure  the  objections  he 
found  to  the  injuftke  and  impolicy  of  the  proceeding. 

Would  the  honourable  gentleman  ftaud  up  and  declare, 

that  if  he  (Mr.  Ermine)  inoald  throw  him  his  pencil  acrofs 
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the  tables  and  fay,  blot  out  thofe  figures  that  are  to  be  found 
in  the  account,  and   infert  any  others  you  think  fit,  that 
there  was  any  pofliblc  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  which 
he  could  form  out  of  figures  that  would  bring  him  rouod  to 
vote  for  the  bill :  would  he  fay  fo  as  a  mat)  of  honour  ?  And 
if  not,  was  it  not  a  moft  palpable  felf-evidcnt  phn  of  pro* 
craftination,  to  defire  time  to  know  whether  thofe  obferva- 
tions  on   the  accounts  were  true,  which,  whether  true  or 
fali'e,  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay,  would  change  any  one 
of  his'ruling  fentiments  on  the  fubjeft  :  that  iuch  condufi, 
however,  could  not  but  deprive  them  of  one  vote;  for  that 
an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Huffey)  had  a  little  before 
declared,  he  fhould  approve  of  the  adjournment,  unlefs  he 
could  be  convinced  that  it  was  a  mere  fcheme  of  delay  ;  ?nd 
that  as  he  knew  that  gentleman's  mind  too  well,  not  to  be 
certain  that  fuch  abfurdity  and  contradiction  would  (hock 
and  difguft  him,  he  would  venture  to  count  upon  him,  as 
flaying  in  the  Houfe  on  the  decifion  upon  his  promife,  that 
his  vote  was  to  depend  upon  his  belief  of  what  no  man  of 
his  fenfe  could  difbelievc. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  the  whole  plan  of  moving  the  ad- 
journment was  firft  to  declaim  themfelves  again  ft  the  bill, 
and  then  to  move  a  new  queftion,  to  prevent  the  fupporters 
of  the  bill  from  defending  its  principle,  and  vindicating  its 
neceflity  ;  that  it  might  go  forth  into  the  world,  that  thofe 
who  fupported  Miniflers,  had  no  reafon  but  corruption  to  give 
for  their  conduct  :  thus  the  bill  was  to  be  cried  down  within 
the  Houfe  by  unmeaning  and  intemperate  declamation,  and 
without  it,  by  prints  and  hand-bills ;  but  he  thought  it  a  duty 
he  owed  to  himfelf  and  to  the  public,  whofe  voice  he  refpeft- 
ed,  not  to  be  fo  held  back  from  giving  his  reafons  for  think* 
ing  the  bill  juft  in  its  principle,  and  wife  in  all  its  objeds; 
that  whatever  gentlemen  might  think  fit  to  admit  that  day, 
he  might  appeal  to  all  who  heard  him,  that  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe  had  over  and  over  agarn  agreed,  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  had  been  for  a  long  time  conducted  in  a  manner 
ruinous  to  the  interefls,  and  difgraceful  to  the  chara&cr  of 
the  nation,  and  that  all  our  calamities  there  had  arifen  from 
the  defeft  of  a  due  control  over  the  governments  of  India, 
from  the  want  of  a  government  here  fufficiently  ftable  and 
important ;  the  Eaft -India  Company  being  originally  ercft* 
ed  into  a  corporation  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  and  not 
for  political  fovereignty  :  that  this  accounted  for  thofe  re- 
laxations in  their  orders,  which  had  produced  oppreffiou, 

plunder, 
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plunder,  depopulation,  and  famine.  That  when  fuch  ruin* 
ous  defects  were  univerfally  felt  in  the  fyftem  that  exifted  at 
prefent,  the  Houfe  ought  to  liften  with  the  greateft  temper 
to  the  propo&ion  of  another;  if  it  was  defective,  it  might, 
be  corrected  :  hut  that  in  difcuffing  the  principle,  it  was  not 
enough  to  find  fault  with  it  without  being  able  to  fubftitute  a 
better,  fince  both  fides  agreed  that  Tome  new  fyftem  was  ab- 
folutcly  neceflary.  As  to  the  right  of  adopting  the  new  fyf- 
tem, when  the  neceffity  of  aboliftiing  the  old  was  admitted, 
he  went  much  farther  than  was  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
the  bill,  which  proceeded  principally  upon  the  abufe  of  au- 
thority by  the  Court  of  Proprietors ;  whereas  he  always 
thought  the  very  exiftence  of  fuch  a  body,  for  the  purpofe 
of  governing  fo  immenfely-important  an  empire  by  a  ballot 
of  men  and  women,  and  foreigners,  enemies  to  our  profpc- 
rity,  was  impolitic  and  abfurd. 

That  while  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  continued  a  body 
merely  commercial,  it  was  very  fit  that  they  fhould  appoint 
their  own  factors  to  regulate  their  trade,,  and  their  military 
officers,  who  protect  it ;  but  that  no  analogy  to  that  ftate 
remained  now,  fince,  by  the  advancement  of  commerce,  and 
the  acceffion  of  territories  vefting  in  the  ftate,  private  trade 
had  become  infeparably  connected  with  public  credit  and 
public  government.  In  fuch  a  condition  of  things,  was  it 
fit  that  private  fubjects  fhould  rule  over  the  territories  of  the 
ftate  without  being  under  its  controling  powers,  and  by  mif- 
nagement,  not  only  to  rifle  the  lofs  of  them,  but  to  throw 
the  whole  empire  into  war  ?  If  the  fovcreignty  over  the  Eaft 
Indies  belonged  to  the  Crown  and  the  nation,  which  no  man 
could  deny,  fince  it  was  exprefsly  excepted  out  of  every 
charter  and  act  of  Parliament  given  to  the  Company ;  it 
was  iropoffible  to  fay  that  it  was  tyranny  or  injuftice  in  Par- 
liament to  exercife  that  fovereignty  at  the  call  of  a  ftrong 
neceffity.  That  a  charter  being  a  grant  of  powers  and  pri- 
vileges to  individuals,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  it  was  lia- 
ble in  its  very  nature  to  revocation  when  its  continuation 
became  detrimental,  either  from  mifufes  or  a  change  in  cir- 
curnftances  not  forefeen  at  the  time  of  its  inftitution ;  and 
that  thofe  who,  admitting  the  neceffity,  oppofed  the  bill  on 
the  foundation  of  the  Company's  charter  being  inviolable, 
fell  into  the  fame  abfurdities  and  contradictions  that  marked 
and  diftinguifhed  their  whole  conduct* 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  called  for  a  new  fyftem ; 
no  palliatives  or  emollients ;  yet  when  the  new  fyftem  came 

forth, 
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forth,  he  condemned  it,  becaufe  the  Company's  chartered 
rights  were  not  to  be  touched  :  he  would  be  glad  to  know 
how  it  was  poffibfc  to  adopt  a  new  fyftem,  by  parliamentary 
authority,  without  ftriking  at  thofe  charters  which  entitled 
the  Company  to  continue  the  old  one*  Gentlemen  were  food 
cf  mixing  the  private  injufticc  with  public  impolicy,  to  pre- 
vent that  contradi&iofi  from  being  felt ;  but  he  would  firft 
force  them  to  admit  the  right  of  altering  the  charter,  if  ne- 
ceffity  and  policy  juftified  it,  and  then  proceed  to  (hew  that 
there  was  in  the  inftance  this  jollification  :  they  had,  indeed, 
already  admitted  the  right,  by  calling  for  a  new  fyftem, 
which  could  sot  be  adopted  without  that  violation  of  the 
Company's  charter  which  they  complained  of :  if  on  the  one 
hand,  their  argument,  that  they  were  inviolable,  was  juft, 
there  could  be  no  fort  of  alteration  at  all,  and  the  new  fyftem 
which  they  called  for  was  gone,  right  being  equally  facred  in 
all  its  degrees-:  if  on  the  other,  they  could  be  juft  I  y  altered 
in  one  degree  upon  one  ncceflity,  they  might  in  another  upon 
another  neceffity  ;  which  brought  the  whole  to  a  qucftion  of 
policy,  and  put  an  end  to  the  declamation  concerning  the  in- 
fringement of  the  right. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  of  the  novely  of 
this  daring  proceeding,  had  certainly  never  read  the  other 
afts,  by  which  the  Company's  charters  had  been  altered  to 
a  great  extent :  he  had  protected,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
pany, againft  feveral  of  them  as  Counfel  at  the  bar  without 
any  efteft.  The  Regulating  a£t,  in  1773,  gave  to  parlia- 
mentary Commiftioners  the  whole  military  and  civil  govern- 
ment of  India,  unfortunately  giving  it  to  perfons  abroad, 
without  a  due  control  at  home,  which  inverted  the  order  of 
Government  and  fubordination  :  he  did  nor,  however, 
blame  the  noble  Lord  who  was  then  Minifter  for  that  ar- 
rangement, fince  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  might  not  then  hare 
juftified  what  they  did  now,  and  the  minds  of  men  might 
not  have  been  prepared  to  fupport  the  change. 

He  then  ftated  the  different  ads  by  which  the  dividends  of 
the  I&ft-  India  Company  had  been  reft  rained,  to  (hew  that 
Parliament  had  even  gone  farther  than  by  the  preient  bill  ; 
as  thefe  a£ts  affe&ed  the  property  of  individuals  by  reftrain- 
ing  the  dividends,  whereas  the  prefent  only  put  them  under 
a  public  truft.  This  was  not  a  bill  of  penalties  or  coofifca- 
tion,  but  calculated  to  improve  and  fecure  the  territorial 
revenues  and  commerce  of  the  Eaft,  to  thofe  who  were  en* 
titled  to  an  immediate  pcrfooal  benefit  from  them,  ooly  fc- 
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coring  it  to  them  in  a  manner  more  confident  with  the  ge- 
neral interefts  of  the  public. 

Great  clamours  had  been  raffed  againft  the  ctaofe  which 
amhorifed  the  new  ComrJ&iffioner?  to  feiee  on  the  books, 
money,  and  boxes  of  the  Company,  which  had  been  com- 
pared to  the  impudence  of  a  robber,  who  fhould  break  into 
a  manVhoufe,  and  call  himjelf  his  troftee,  but  he  had  not 
foch  a  defpicable  opinion  of  hit  audience^  as  to  think  it  ne-' 
ceflary  todiftingnifh  the  unauthorized  aft  of  one  ihdividuai 
towards  another,  for  his  own  private  purpofes,  to  the  fupcr- 
intending  care  of  pubRc  Councils,  in  a  cafe  where  it  could 
not  be  atterted  chat  one  farthing  of  private  property  was  in- 
tended to  be  divefted 5  for  the  dividend*  were  ftill  to  be  re* 
guiated  by  Parliament,  as  they  had  been  before,  by  the 
afis  he  had  alluded  to.  That  fettiug  afide  all  thefe  abftratt 
principles,  there  was  good  ground  for  the  bill  on  the  fcorfe 
of  mffufe :  for  that,  Mr.  Fox  had  troiy  fa*d,  they  had  abdi- 
cated the  Government  over  the  Eaft.  To  prove  this,  he 
ftated  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee,  which  fat 
for  month*,  examining  witneficf  and  records,  on  whofe  re* 
port  the  Hotrfe  had  refblved  to  recall  Mr.  Haftirtgl;  tbft 
fimilar  refolutions  afterwards  by  flie  Directors  on  the  fame 
evidence,  and  not  on  the  authority  of  the  refolution ;  the 
vote  of  the  Proprietors  defeating  the  operation  of  both,  in 
the  foddea  tumult  of  a  ballot,  without  looking  at  a  record; 
or  alkinva  qaeftioft ;  and  the  thanks'  voted  without  evidence 
in  the  nine  tumultuous  manner  to  Mr.  Haftings,  on  the 
arrival  of  his  letter,  fetting  the  Directors  at  defiance.  Hi 
laid,  that  the  Proprietors  who  voted'  thefe  thanks  under  alt 
thefe  circomftanccs,  even' if  Mr.  Haftings  had  had  allttoi 
merit  they  imputed  to  him,  without  evidence,  abdicated 
their  own  Government  over  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  gave  up^ 
at  the  fame  time,  the  fovereigrtty  of  Parliament  over  ir, 
which  left  it  no  alternative  between  the  cteftfaftiofli  of  the 
Proprietors'  authority,  and  the  farrendtir  df  its  own. 

He  then  proceeded  to> confider  the  polky  6f  the  rtew  fyf- 
tenw  It  had  been  feid  to  be  a  bill  introduced  by  Minfters; 
for  their  own  private  pwpofes;  rather  than  for  the  objects  of 
Government.  A  bold  afftrfiofv  wtoen  the?  regulations  of 
the?  other  Bill'*ere  Attended  to,«  wbifehfo  far  from  leavirig  \6 
Ministers  or  their  fubftitures,  the  uneontrbted  direction; 
marked  out  their  duty  in  the  moft'fpccific  terms. 

He  faid,  he  fhould  not  theri  difcufs  them,  as  being  pro* 
perer  for1  the  Committee,  but  that  they  contained,  upon  the 
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whole,  a  body  of  reform  equally  important  to  the  intcreft  and 
character  of  the  pation.  That  the  powers  were  given  to 
the  Commiflioncrs  daring  good  behaviour,  fubjeft  only  to 
removal  on  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes,  to  give  {{ability  to 
Government,  the  want  of  which  had  been  ruinous,  and 
which  could  not  be  obtained  in  any  other  way  while  the 
prefent  ftate  of  parties  in  England  continued.  As  tQ  the 
influence  of  the  Crown,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  member  of  Parliament  to  attend  to  its  advances,  but 
that  it  was  too  much -to  fay,  that  the  mod  important  trufts 
of  Government  were  to  be  left  to  private  men,  and  to  wo- 
men, and  foreigners,  for  fear  the  Legislature  fiiould  per* 
vert  the  powers  that  ever  follow  Government,  to  the  rum 
of  the  constitution.  Was  there  to  be  no  Government,  be- 
caufe  it  was  fubjeft  to  abufes  ?  and  were  we  not  to  choofe 
the  lead  of  evils,  becaufe  we  could  not  attain  perfe&ion  : 
that  there  was  a  fufficient  ftrength  in  the  Houfe  to  punifh 
an  abufe  of  the  powers  given  by  the  bill,  and  that  it  was 
difhonourable  ^to  the  Houfe  to  fupport  its  own  honefty,  be- 
caufe of  the  patronage  that  attended  Government :  that  it 
Was  mighty  eafy  to  .deal  in  general  charges  of  corrup- 
tion, but  that  he  trailed  (in  the  manner  ftated  in  Friday's 
•  paper)  that  there  was  as  much  concern  for  the  public  on  the 
part  of  Government,  as  in  thofe  that  oppofed  it. 
MiV^iM  ^0D*  '•  Mactknald  rofe  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Erflribe,  and 
'  began  with  obferving,  that  he  (hould [not  think  himfelf  war- 
ranted, either  from  the  latenefs  of  the  hou»,or  thefolemtiity  of 
the  occafion,  to  follow  that  gentleman,  by  making  his  own 
panegyric,  or  that  of  any  other  perfon.  He  agreed  with 
him,  however,  in  referring  all  to  the  panegyric  or  condem- 
nation of  mankind,  who  would  pafs  their  fentence  upon  the 
candour  and  decency  of  Minifters,  in  refufing  fo  much 
time  for  the  examination  of  contefied  accounts,  fome  of 
which  had  not  even  been  read  to  the  Houfe,  as  would  elapfe 
till  the  handle  of  that  clock  returned  to  the  figure  to  which 
it  Was  at  that  moment  pointing.  He  faid,  that  the  queftion 
in  its  prefent  form  was  but  a  narrow  one,  and  that  he  fhouM 
in  conformity  to  regularity  in  debate,  have  confined  him- 
felf ftriftly  to  it,  had  not  fome  observations  fallen  from  Mr. 
Erfkine,  which  muft  not  pafs  unanfwered.  With  refpeft  to 
the  queftion  of  adjournment,  with  what  juftice  could  it  be 
faid,  that  thefe  important  accounts  were  not  one  of  the 
foundation  Hones  on  which  the  Minifter  had  built  his  plea 
of  ncceffity  ?     A  gentleman  peculiarly  verfed  in  thofe  ac- 
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counts,  profcffcd  himfelf  a  friend    to  the  commitment  of 
this  bill,  and  yet  differed  entirely  from  the  Secretary's  de- 
falcation,.  by  the  mode  of  ftating  the  freight,   a  very  ex  ten - 
five  article  one  way  or  the  other.     The  Secretary  had  fcarcely 
finifhed  his  aflertion,  that  the  debt   from  the    Vizier  was 
perfectly  defperate,  when  the  General  (Smith)  behind  him 
declared,   that  he  was  fatisfied   that  debt   was  now  paid  ; 
that  the  debt  from  Tanjore  was  alfo  called  a  debt  to  be  ob- 
tained by  armaments  and  rapine ;  to  which  it  had  been  an* 
fwered,  that  it  was  but  one  year's  arrear  of  a  tribute,  compa- 
ratively fmall,  and  in  general  regularly  paid.  That  the  whole 
dead  ftock  of  the  Company  was  Aruck  off  at  one  blow,  and 
even  tfreirextenfive  property  in  London,  eftimated  by  furvey- 
ors  at  250,0001.  was  not  allowed  them  in  account,  and  their 
own  capital  ftock  was  conlidered  as  a  debt  to  others.     Nay, 
an  account  prefented  in  evidence,  (hewing  that  the  circum- 
ftauces/of  the  Eaft-India  Company   wefe  'far  better  now 
than  in  the  year  1773,  had  not  even  beeri'*  read,    although 
at  that  period  the  authors  of  this  bill  thought' it  impolitic  and 
UDjuft   to  interfere  merely  by  way  of  prevention.     How  far 
all  thofe  circumftances  fhould  be  admitted  or  excluded  from 
the  ftatement  given  in,   without  farther  evidence}  without 
farther  information,  without  farther  consideration,  hp  would 
not  foe  one  determine;  but  (aid,  fince  that  evidence  and 
coniideration  was  refufed,  the  confequence  muft  inevitably 
be,  that  he  muft  take  the  account  given  in  to  be  true,  when 
compelled  to  divide  in  the  moment,  and   precluded  from 
examining;  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  attempted  to 
impeach  it.     Could  it  be  conceived  that  a  delay  of  a  few     * 
hoars  could  be  feriouily  meant  as  a  colour  for  procraftina 
tion  ?     How  many  would  undertake  to  fay  that  they  could 
decide  on  a  fudden,  upon  controversies  arifing  in  the  Houfe 
out  of  the  nature  and  courfeof  the  Eaft-Jndia  trade  :  foch 
as  could  not.,  he  argued,  muft  agree  to  the  fhort  adjourn- 
ment ;  if  they  did  not,  they  could  only  proceed  in  the  bill, 
admitting  what  the  Company  itated  to  be  literally  true.     Ha- 
ving urged  thefe  arguments  with  his  utmoft  force,  he  oh. 
ferved,  that  as  it  was  plain  that  the  time  aflced  for  would  be 
refufed,  he  fhould  next  advert  to  what  he  confidered  as  the 
moil  alarming  wound  to  the  conftiiution  of  this  country  that 
ever  had  been  given  ;  that  a  trap  was  laid  for  (he  liberties 
of  the  nation  by  this  meafure,  and  that  it  was  attempted  to 
entangle   men's  judgments,  by  hurrying  them  throueh  ac- 
counts at  one  moment,  and  attacking  their  feelings  by  pa- 
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thctic  accounts  of  the  roifcooduft  of  the  Company'*  Ser- 
vants at  another,     Mr.  Erfkine,  he  obferved,  had  fet  on 
with  faying,  that  a  fyftem  had  been  called  far,  and  was 
now  ohjefted  to  when  produced  ;  bujt  what  was  that  fyftem  } 
A  moft  compendious  one  indeed,  which  muft  be  ^oropriied 
in  thefe  few  words.    Give  India  to  (lie  for  five  years  cer- 
tain, and  I  will  manage  it  for  you.     No  left  than  three 
different  grounds  had  been  laid,  on  three  different  days,  for 
this  enormous  defign.     At  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  it  was 
grounded  on  a  description  of  Mr,  Haftings'scondud,  which 
he,  who  had  laboured  hard  inthefervice  of  the  Houfe,  and 
had  ferved  his  apprenticefhip  to  that  bufinefs,  would  under- 
take to  fhew  was,  in  many  inftances,  without  folid  foun- 
dation, and  in    every   inftance  exaggerated,    although  he 
pondemped  his  politics  in  many  points.     This  however,  was 
a  worli  of  great  detail,  a.n<J  not  then  pecefiary.     On  a  fub- 
fequent  day,  it  was  grounded  on  the  fuppofed  bankruptcy  of 
the  Company r-  apd  it  was  now  grounded  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  on^a  radical  defeft  ip  the  fyftem.     How  came 
that  radical  defect,  which  muft  ever  have  been  operating, 
to  have  been   referved  for  his  difcovery  J     The  truth  was, 
that  mifconduft  of  fervants,  extortion,  and  radical  deleft 
Of  fyftem,  where  there  was  fouae  ground  for  them,  were 
the  hackneyed  pleas  for  fubverting  the  rights  of  men  ;  they 
were  the  precife  grounds  upon  which  that  moft  infamous  of 
all  inftaoces,  the  £ho  Warranto)  again  ft  the  city  of  London, 
hinged  at  by   the  Cpunfel,  was  grounded.     The  (imiiarity 
tbt  the  arguments  then  and  now  uftd,  was  as  ft ri king  as  the 
rcfemMancc  of  the  cafes  themfelves. :  and  he  could  noi  help 
reading  two  or  three  pafiagea.  of  the  Attorney  General's 
neplv,  which  was  the  neateft  epitome  of  the  argument  now 
ufed  hy  the  Mmiftcr  and  bis  friends.     It  wasfo  clofe,   that 
even  the  ftale  allufioo  of  the  phyfician  and  his  patient  was 
omitted,  but  he  believed  it  would  be  for  the  future,  after  an 
obfervation  made  by  a  gentleman,  whofe  good  fenfc  could 
only  be.  exceeded  by  his  good  humour  when  he  obferved, 
that  this  bill  cabled  in  fifteen  doftors  to  a,  patient  requiring 
fotnc  advance,    who  began    by  bleeding,    vomiting,    and 
bliftering,  and  binding  him  in  a  ftrait  waiftcoat.     Mr.  Mac* 
donald  here  read  the  paffages,  changing  the  word  City  for 
Company,  which  were  exactly   sppoiitc,    and  ended  with 
thefe  words  of  the  Attorney  Qencral,  u  that  he  was  oily 
gemly  laying  his  bands,  upon  their  charter  for  their  cure." 

He 
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He  proceeded  to  advert  to  Mr.  Erfkine's  diftindion  be- 
tween (he  right  to  violate  the  charter,  and  the  policy  of  do- 
ing it,  and  fold  the  diftinftion  was  found  ;  but  that  when  he, 
Mr.  Erfkine  talked  of  its  having  been  maintained,  that 
charters  were  imputable,  by  thofe  who  themfelves  had 
brought  in  a  bill,  ftrippiqg  the  Proprietors  of  all  their  char- 
tered rights,  he  afcribed  to  them  moft  unmeaning  (tuff, 
which  tbey  never  had  the  folly  to  aflert,  and  was  miftaken 
io  the  facl,  as  to  the  bill  alluded  to. 

The  do&rine  refpe&ing  the  infringement  of  charters  was 
fimple  and  well  known — either  extreme  of  the   proportion 
was  abfurd  ;   either  they  were  to  be  altered,  much  lefs  can- 
celled without  ceremony,  or  that  they  were  never  in  any 
polfible  caie  to  be  meddled  with — The  true  line  was,  that 
uate  neceffity  would  juftify   an  alteration,  provided  that  it 
were  ftriflly   commenfurate  to  the  neceffity.    The  reafois 
was  obvious,  becaufe  where  two  parties  contracted  in  the 
ordinary  way,  neither  of  them  had  the  power  to  infringe 
or  annul  it,  but  a  third  tribunal  rouft  be  reforted  to  :  whereas 
in  a  cafe  of  a  contract  with  the  public,  the  one  party  was 
coropleatly  in  the  power  of  the  other.    It  was  then  the  true 
queftion  in  the  prefent  cafe,  whether  it  was  ncceflary  to 
cot  down  the  charter,  root  and  branch,  ?r  whether  many 
amendments,  farjhort  of  fo  defperate  a  violation  of  contract* 
would  not  be  fufficicnt.    He  contended  that  the  bill  brought    * 
in  laft  year  proved  that  they  would,  and  avowed  himfelf  to 
have  had  a  great  hand  in  the  formation  of  that  bill,  and 
would  refer  to  it  to  prove  that  the  interference  of  the  ftockhoU 
dcrs,  was  infringed  in  the  fingle  inftance  of  having  no  (hare 
io  chafing  tfco  fuperior  fervants  in  India.     He  proceeded  to 
obferve  on  that  bill  at  fome  length,  in  order  to  fhew  that 
none  other  than  negative  or  preventive  powers,  fuch  as  thofe 
of  recalling  the  fervants  in  India,  or  disapproving  the  choice 
of  the  Dire&ors,  were  given  to  the  Mfnifters,  and  that  to 
confotidate  the  governing  power  there,  and  regulate  it  here, 
together  with  an  anxious  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  natives, 
were  the  leading  objeds  of  it.     But,  faid  he,  advert  to  the 
political  confequenccs  of  the  prefent  bill.     Influence  a  riling 
from  a  patronage  of  near  two  millions  a  year  is  to  be  thrown 
ioto  the  hands  of  a  particular  party,   which  means  a  parti- 
cular Mini  ft  er,  for  a  leafe  o£  live  years.     Mr.  Erflcine,  he 
obferved,  had  accufed  thofe  who  viewed  this  in  two  different 
lights,  of  inconfiftency ;— fome  fuppofing  it  to  be  adverfe 
to  the  power  of  the  Crowo,  others  the  diftft  r«v*rft.    But 
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the  fconfufion  was  of  his  own  creating;  for  when  coupled 
with  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  Crown,  it  was  plain  it 
muft  add  to  it  tenfold  ;  but  if  this  baftard  influence  fhould 
be  contrafted  by  thofe  fubjefts  to  whom  it  was  to  be  leafed, 
with  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  Crown,  a  conflict  would 
enfue,  which  might  crufh  this  conftitution  in  the  (hock. 
He  reminded  gentlemen  of  the  difguft  with  which  he  had 
repeatedly  heard,  that  the  bankrupt  Nabob  of  Arcot,  as  he 
had  been  ft i led  in  the  debate/  had  thruft  five  or  fix  members 
into  that  Houfe.  What  then  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
fovereign  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  of  our  Circars, 
and  other  pofleflions  in  the  Carnatic,  or  on  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
%  labar;  from  the  univerfal  and  >exclufive  merchandize  to  India 
and  China,  and  the  commiffioners  of  a  vaft  Handing  army, 
and  great  trading  fleet !  Gentlemen  muft  think  that  the  an- 
cient conftitution  of  mutual  fervices  and  kindneffes,  which 
have  long  bound  them  and  their  counties  and  boroughs  toge- 
ther, would  foon  be  broken  through  by  a  candidate  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  ticket  from  an  Indian  commiflioner,  who 
might  promife  every  thing,  and  readily  perform  a  great  deal. 
That  he  never  fhould  give  his  confent  to  a  meafure  which 
muft  have  this  effect ;  and  which  left  it  uncertain  where 
the  reverfion  of  this  irrefiftible  power  was  to  fall j  that  be 
fhould  on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  ftage  of  it,  manihus 
pcdibufquC)  oppofe  a  bill,  which  left  the  Crown  indeed  where 
it  was,  but  placed  the  fceptre  in  another  hand.  Mr.  Mac- 
donald  concluded  with  a  handfomc  apology  to  the  Houfe  for 
.  their  indulgence  and  attention. 
Mf.  Demp-  Mr.  Dempjler  faid,  this  was  one  of  the  greateft  and  moil 
fer.  important  quefttons  that  ever  came  before  the  Houfe.     He 

hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  deliberately  difcufTed  and 
wifely  decided.  With  regard  (o  the  violation  of  charters, 
he  declared,  he  thought  all  chartered  rights  fhould  be  held 
inviolable,  the  rights  derived  from  one  charter  only  excepted. 
He  laid  he  meant  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 
That  was  the  fingle  charter  that  ought  in  his  mind  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  for  the  fake  of  this  country,  for  the  lake  of  India, 
/  and   for   the   fake  of  humanity.     He  complimented   Lord 

John  Cavendifh  on  his  wifh  declared  in  the  Houfe  more 
than  once,  that  every  European  was  driven  out  of  India, 
and  that  we  only  enjoyed  the  commerce  of  that  part  of  Afia, 
in  like  manner  as  we  enjoyed  that  of  China.  He  lamented 
that  the  navigation  to  India  had  ever  been  di (covered,  and 
conjured  Miniftcrs  to  abandon  all  idea  of  fovercignty  in  that 
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quarter  of  the  globe.  Il  would,  he  faid,  be  much  wifer  for 
them  to  make  fome  one  of  the  native  princes  king  of  the 
country,  and  to  leave  India  to  itfelf.  After  cautioning  the 
Hoafe  againft  running  down  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  Mr. 
Dempftcr  faid,  he  faw  which  way  the  Houfe  was  inclined, 
and  therefore  he  fhould  withdraw,  as  he  would  not  vote 
againft  his  principles  for  the  throne  of  Delhi.    . 

Mr.  Thornton  made  a  fhort  fpeech  againft  the  bill,  and 
in  fupport  of  the  motion  of  adjournment. 

Sir  Henry  FUtthtr  declared,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  sir  Henry 
honourable  gentleman  that  fpoke  laft  but  one  (Mr.  Dempfter)  Fitted 
that  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  queftions  that  ever  came  be- 
fore that  Houfe,  But  let  them  view  it  fo  far  as  it  refpefied 
India,  there  they  would  firtd  that  Providence  had  placed  un- 
der the  Britifh  government  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of 
people,  who  had  a  right  to  be  well  governed,  and  agreeable 
to  their  own  laws  and  cuftoms ;  he  alfo  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gemleman,  that  it  would  have  been  much  better 
for  this  country,  and  for  Europe  in  general,  if  the  naviga- 
tion to  the  Eaft  Indies  had  never  been  difcovered  ;  but  they 
muft  now  confider  their  prefent  fituation  there  and  at  home  ; 
and  he  couM  not  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
it  would  be  right  to  give  up  their  poiTeifions  there ;  for  were 
they  to  evacuate  them,  fome  other  European  nation  would 
fefzethem,  raoft  probably  France  ;  and  then  this  nation,  once 
fo  glorious,  having  loft  her  weftern  and  eaftern  empires, 
would  become  infignificant  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  the 
world.  Seeing  the  queftion  in  this  great  national  point  c  f 
view,  .he  the  day  before  had  refigned  the  high  fituation, 
which  he  held  at  another  place,  that  his  tnind  might  be  free 
and  open  to  judge  of  a  queftion  of  fuch  great  importance. 

Sir  Henry  laid,  he  would  now  take  a  very  fliort  view  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  our  affairs  in  India;  our  laft  advices 
Jaid,  that  the  Mahratta  peace  was  concluded  ;  h<^vTft>cd 
that  might  be  the  cafe  ;  there  were  fome  fufpicious  circum- 
ftaoces  attending  it,  and  one  open  breach  of  it,  by  the 
capture  of  one  of  our  fhips,  fome  months  after  the  ratifica- 
tion ;  but,  however,  our  orders  were  given  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  all  our  conquefts  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  a  new  treaty 
was  negociatiog,  and  far  advanced  with  Madajee  Scindia 
for  a  partition  of  the  dominions  of  Tippoo  Saib,.  the  luc- 
ceffor  of  Hydcr  Ally,  fhould  he  not  accept  the  terms  ftipu- 
lated  for  him  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  Tippoo  Saib  fo  far  . 
from  claiming  any  benefit  from  that  treaty,  marched  his 
army  rapidly  to  his  northern  provinces,  which  were  invaded 
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by  our  artoy  under  General  Matthew*;  be  found  the  pro- 
vince of  Bedaour  taken,  and  our  army  di/perfed  all  over  it, 
which,  with  their  General,  fcrrendcr  to  him ;  and  all  the 
province  except  Mangalore  and  one  fmall  place  with  their 
garrifons,  by  bit  advices  were  in  hit  haads»  Mangalore 
was  befieged,  and  we  were  fending  reinforcements  to  their 
affiftance.  We  had  alio  invaded  his  foathern  provinces  with 
another  army  by  the  way  of  Tanjoor.     The  peace  of  Eu* 

-  rope  was  known  in  India ;  we  had  now  a  large  force  to  fpare 
on  the  Goromandei  coair,  and  fhould  the  partition  treaty 
go  on,  it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  to  fay  where  this  war 
might  end.  The  Nizam  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  were  well 
known  to  bo  much  difgufted  at  the  Mahr*tta  treaty  made 
by  Scindia,  and  fhould  they  join  their  forces  to  Tippoo.  Saib, 
the  war  might  be  fang  and  ruinous.  Such  wasy  Sir  Henry 
declared,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  war  in  India,  and  it  was 
well  known,  the  disagreements  that  fubfifted  between  all  our 
own  governments,  which  had  been  carried  to  alarming 
lengths.  For  all  thefe  reafens,  refpecting  India,  he  thought 
it  abfolutely  necefiary  that  fomething  fhould  be  done  imme- 
diately, to  form  a  regular  and  permanent  government  for 
that  country. 

He  would  now  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  queftion  at  home. 
The  Secret  Committee  of  that  Houfe,  after  fitting  above  a 
year,  enquiring  into  the  caufes  of  the  war  in  India,  came 
to  many  refoiutions,    which  the  Houfe  adopted  in  May, 

'    1782,  one  of  which  was,  that  the  Eaft-India  Directors  ought 
to  remove  the  Governors  of  Bengal  and  Bombay.— The 
Court  of  Directors,  in  confequence,  began  an  enquiry  into 
their  conduct.     The  General  Court  of  Proprietors  met  foon 
/  after,  and  came  to  a  refoliuion,  that  the  Court  of  Directors 

fhould  not  carry  into  effect  any  refolution  they  might  come 
to  respecting  thofe  gentlemen,  without  firft  reporting  to 
them tfc  October  following;  the  Court  came  to  refolouons, 
and  laid  them  before  the  Court  of  Proprietors  agreeable  to 
their  order.-  The  Court  of  Proprietors  disapproved  of  them, 
and  ordered  the  Court  of  Directors  to  refcind  them*,  and 
tranfinit  the  whole  proceedings  to  India. 

The  Court  of  Directors  complied,  and  agreeable  to  act 
of  Parliament,  tranfmitted  their  letter  to  his  Majefiy's 
Secretary  of  State  for  his  approval*  The  Secretary  difap- 
proved  the  letter,  forbade  it  going*  to  India,  and  laid  the 
whole  before  Parliament,  by  order  of  his  Majefty,  at  the 
beginning  of  laft  feflion.  The  general  peace  of  Europe  at 
that  lime  engaging  the  whole  attention  of  Parliament,  India 
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affair  J  were  neglefted,  till  the  prelfing  neceffities  of  the 
Company  compelled  them  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  pecu- 
niary relief.  Parliament  ftill  wilhiog  to  go  into'  the  India 
bufinefs,  that  fcffioo  granted  the  Company*  then  only  a  tern- 
porary  relief  of  500,0001.  on  their  own  bonds ;  this  he 
thought  was  in  the  month  of  April.— Public  bufinefs  ftill 
c°gaging  the  attention  of  Parliament,  and  India  bufinefs 
not  coming  on,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  Company  being 
ftill  prelfing,  they  urged  the  Houfe  for  farther  afiiftance ; 
and  the  confederation  of  that  day  was,  that  the  India  bufi- 
nefs was  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  that  if  entered  into  at  that 
late  feafon,  it  might  keep  the  Houfe  fitting  a  great  part  of 
the  fummer,  and  perhaps  hive  a  very  fmall  attendance. '  The 
Houfe  again  agreed  to  give  the  Company  a  farther  temporary 
afiiftance  of  about  i,200,oool.  by  pouponement  of  Cuflom 
and  Exchequer  bills,  which  paflcd  into  an  aft  the  beginning 
of  July,  and  which  Sir  Henry  (aid,  be  thought  expired 
forty  days  after  the  Meeting  of  the  prefent  ftffion  of  Parlia-  . 
ment.  Thus  it  was  that  the  queftion  of  the  India  bufinefs 
forced  itfelf  upon  the  Houfe  through  necefllry,  and  the 
Houfe  in  its  wtfdom  was  bound  to  fix  fome  permanent  regu- 
lations at  home  and  abroad. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  bill  gave  no  pecuniary  relief 
to  the  Company  ;  it  was  true  it  did  not.  It  was  a  bill  of 
regulation  ;  but  it  would  be  an  aft  of  madnefsto  make  regu- 
lations for  the  Company,  and  with-hold  the  relief  neccflary 
to  carry  the  regulation  into  effeft  ;  he  therefore  could  not 
doubt  but  Adminiftration  intended  a  full  relief  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  he  was  clear  that  the  Proprietors  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  an  eight-pcr-efcnt.  dividend*  This  was  his  opinion, 
and  he  thought  he  was  well  founded  in  it,  when  he  knew 
that  the  public  had  received  about  2,500,0001.  fince  we  got 
pofleffion  of  the  territorial  acquifitions,  and  the  Company  on 
an  average,  had  had  a  fmaller  dividend  fince  than  before  the 
acquifitions.  Sir  Henry  therefore  thought  they  had  a  right 
to  an  eight-per-cent.  dividend,  even  if  the  difference  be- 
tween fix  and  eight  per  cent,  were  to  be  paid  by  Government 
iticlf. 

Much  had  beei 
and  the  influence 

He  had  been  in  the  higheft  fituations  of  the  Company 
three  adminiftratiohs*    and  he  did  declare  to  that  Houfe, 
that  he  had  never  foun4  in  any  of  thofe  adraini  ft  rations  any 
attempts  to  take  the  patronage  out  of  its  ufual  courfe.    There 
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waxs,  Sir  Henry  faid,  a  known  and  allowed  patronage  given 
by  the  Dire&ors  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters  for  their  afEftance 
in  India  affairs,  and  he  never  knew  them  attempt  to  go  be- 
yond it. 

Upon  the  whole,  knowing,   as  he  did  know,  the  preffing 
neceflkies  of  the  Company,   at  home  and  abroad,   and  the 
want  of  regulation,  he  laid,  he  mud  be  for  the  commitment 
of  the  bill. 
Hon  Mr,        The  nondurable  Mr,  Frafer  faid,  he  found  himfclf  called 
'        lapon  to  give  his  vote,   and  if  he  gave  a  frlent  one,  he  might 
be  Uable  to  mifeonftruftion  :  he  therefore  begged  the  indul- 
v  gence  of  the  Houfe  to  hear  his*  reafons  for  the  vote  he  fhould 
give,  in  one  iingle  obfervation ;  that  fince  it  was  exploded 
univeffally,  as  abfurd,  in  all  modern-  governments,   to  have 
.     a  dominion  within  another,  over  which  the  parent  ftatehad 
-    no  control,  and  as  the  mighty  empire  of  India  was  of  that 
nature,  fraught  with  fatal  powers-  to  do  injuries  abroad,  and 
mifchiefs  at  home,  it  was  high  time  to  regulate  thofe  powers, 
1  fo  that  as  one  government  might  direft  and1  rule  the  whole; 

he  fhould  therefore  vote  for  the  bill's  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee^; not  that  he  knew  it  was  the  beft  pofiiblc,  but  that 
he  felt  the  objett  he  had  mentioned  muft  be  obtained';  re- 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  power,  when  it  was  committed,,  to 
objeft  to  any  part  of  it,  which  he  could  not  in  his  confeience 
approve, 
Mr.  Sam.  fyjr»  Samuel  Smith,  jun.  faid,  that  the  fituation  in  which 
mit  ,jun.  j^e  ^Qoj  as  a  j);reQor  0f  ^g  Eaft-India  Company,,  called 

upon  him-  to  defend  thofe  accounts,  which,  through  tho 
mif-ftatement  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  tended  to 
miflead  the  judgment  ©f  that  Houfe:  and  that  he  would 
hazard  his  reputation  to  prove  the  Authenticity  of  thofe  ac- 
counts by  'evidence  at  the  Bar.  He  was  proceeding  to  ftate 
a  detail  of  the  accounts,  when  the  clamour  was  foiloud  for 
the  cjucftion,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  be  heard  ;  but 
when  they  were  again  called  to  order,,  he  faid,  that  he  did 
not  wonder  that  thofe,  who  were  willing  to  believe  the  ftatc* 
ment  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  to  be  true,  fhould 
be  defirous  that  no  other  information  ftiould  be  offered  to 
v  thofe,  who  came  there  to  give  an  impartial  decifion  upon 
the  merits  or  injufticc  of  the  bill.  Nay,  he  did  not  wonder, 
that  they  appeared  fo  anxious  to  diflblve  that  afiembly  with- 
out obtaining  a  true  knowledge  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
as  he  cjifcovercd  by  their  conduit,  throngb  the  whole  of  that 
bufinefsj  fuch  an  indecent  eagernefs  to  divide  the  fpoih. 
*  But 
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But  being  again   interrupted,  by  the  clamour  for  the  ques- 
tion, be  with  fonae  warmth  ofrferved,  that  though  he  had 
not  the  abilities  of  a  Cataline  to  attraft  the  attention  of  t^e 
Houfe,  he  trufted  he  had  the  fpirit,  the  virtue,  the  commoft 
fenfe  and  fober  reafon  of  a  citizen  of  Rome.     And  that  as 
they  were  permit  red  to  deliberate  in  that  Houfe,  he  would 
fpeak  his  fentiments  with  freedom:  but  if  that  bill  fhould. 
pafs  into  a  law,  be  fhould  pot  be  furprized  to  fee  an  armed 
force  behind  the  Chair,  to  overawe  its  deliberations :  and 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  fhould  come  prepared,  and  he  trufted 
every  other  perfon  would,  who  coincided  with  him  in  opi- 
nion, with  that  which  alone  would  be  neceffary,  and  which      ., 
was  the  reauifite  of  a  Poliih  Diet — Courage.     But  as  the 
attention  or  the  Houfe  had  been  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the 
length  of  debate,  he  would  deliver  his  opinion  in  confuta- 
tion of  the  right  honourable  Secretary's  affertions  in  the 
other  ftages  of  the  bill;  but  muft  fay  it  was  fomewhat  ex- 
traordinary that  they  obje£ted  to  the  queftion  of  adjourn- 
ment for  a  fhort  time,   and  yet  at  the  fame  time  would  not 
permit  any  gentlemen  to  correft  ftatements, * 

Mr.  Smith  was  proceeding  through  a  detail  of  figures  j 
but  the  Houfe  being  extremely  fatigued,  and  the  clock 
lhewing  it  was  ha}f  pad  four  in  the  morning,  the  cry  of  the 
queftion  was  fo  loud,  that  Mr*  Smith,  after  in  vain  com- 
plaining of  the  injuftice  of  the  Hoafe's  refuting  tq  hear  him 
defend  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  Proprietors,  defifted,  and 
(aid  agals,  he  would  take  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of 
offering  what  he  meant  to  have  faid,  to  their  confederation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Twa/hend  rofe  with  fome  warmth  tp  repro-  'Mr.  Aidei- 
Ixite  filth  coflduft  »n  the.  Houfe,   which  he  fajd  was  both  HdT°wnr  * 
unfeemly  and  oojuft.     That  having  heard  the  Secretary        ' 
of  State  attack  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  charge  them 
with  grofs  faHacy,  it  became  their  indifpenfable  duty  to 
hear  an  honourable  member,  who  was  one  of  the  Direc- 
tors, make  his  defence. 

Mr.  Smith  thanked  the  Alderman  for  hU  interpolation  ;  Mr.  Smith* 
but  finding  that  the   Houfe  wifhed  to  rife,   he  faid,  he 
would  poftpone  what  be  had  to  fay,  till  the  next  time  the 
bill  came  under  confideration. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  queflion  of  adjourn- 
ment, 

Noes,  229  ;  Ay 6s,  12©.    Majority  againft  the  adjourn-    * 
ment,  109. 

t)  d  2  December. 
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December  i, 

% 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  going  into  the 
Committee  oq  the  bill  for  veiling  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-In- 
dia  Conjpapy  in  the  hands  of  certain  Commiffioncrs,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  public,  Mr.  Powys  flood 
up,  and  regretted  the  neceffity  which  urged  him  to  deliver 
bis'fcntiments  on  the  fubjeft.  Had  the  debate  hinged  on 
{he  expediency  of  the  bill— on  its  probable  effe£U— on  its 
immediate  tendency,  or  collateral  influence  on  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country,  he  fhould  not  have  been  fo  forward  in 
-  the  difcuflion.  But  as  the  whole  completion  of  the  bufinefs- 
appeared  to  him,  the  queftion  was  level  to  every  capacity. 
It  was,  whether  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  wp :e 
reduced  to  fuch  a  fiate  of  defperation  at  would  juftify  the 
adoption  of  a  fyftem  which  eminently  threatened  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  againft  the 
queftion.  It  had  been  ably  and  eloquently  argued  by  other* 
whofe  talents  he  admired,  and  whofe  virtues  he  loved. 
Different,  and  even  contradictory  accounts  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs  bad  been  ftated  to  the  Houfe.  To  ftrike  an 
cftimate  between  thefe  he  would  not  attempt.  He  obferved, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  the  day  that  he  had 
fo  very  abfy  opened  the  bill  to  the  Houfe,  had  laid  in  his 
claim  to  have  it  considered,  not  as  a  perfopal  queftion,  but 
as  a  queftion  of  general  policy  and  expediency ;  he  fhouk} 
confider  it  therefore  as  no  perfonal  queftion,  but  fhould 
epter  upon  the  difcuffion  of  its  principle,  which  he  took  to 
be  the  proper  bufinefs  of  that  day*  He  went  on  to  fay, 
that  he  had  read  the  Reports  of  the  two  Committees,  that 
had  been  appointed  by  that  Houfe  to  inveftig^te  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  India,  and  had  not  only  received  a  great  deal  of 
iatisfuftion  from  the  very  able  and  ingenious  ftile  in  which 
the  reports  were  drawn,  but  from  the  found  policy  and  htf- 
pianity  of  the  realbns  they  contained.  The  Reports  alio 
afforded,  he  was  free  to  acknowledge,  a  confiderable  ihar* 
of  folid  information.  He  had  read  them  with  jttcntioo, 
and  was  convinced,  from  having  fo  carefully  penifed  them^ 
that  fome  reform  with  regard  to  India  w^s  afiually  peeef- 
fary ;  but  he  did  not  recoiled  that  a  fingle  fyllable  ip  the 
Reports  pointed  tb  fqch  a  meafure  of  feforrp,  as  the  bill 
brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  s}  bill,  that 
ia  ||ie  isoft  cruel  and  wanton  manner  proceeded  to  a  viola- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  rights  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  fcn£t?oned 
by  charters,  and  recognized  by  repeated  ads  of  Parliament, 
and  to  a  dire  ft  fcizure  of  their  property,  involving  at  the 
fame  time  an  alarming  attack  on  the  independence  of  that 
Houfe,  and  upon  the  very  exiftence  of  the  conftitution. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
bad  defended  it  pn  the  plea  of  neceffity.  Could  any  nccef- 
fity  warrant  fuch  a  bill,  or  had  the  neceffity  for  any  fuch  bill 
been  proved  ?  On  what  had  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
refted  his  argument,  in  order  to  eftablifli  the  faft,  that  there  > 
exifted  a  neceffity  for  a  bill  of  regulation  ?  On  two  points, 
the  mifmanagement  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home,  and 
the  difobedience  of  their  fervants  abroad.  To  what  had  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  afcribed  both  thefe? — to  the 
fault  of  the  Directors  and  the  Governor  General.  Had 
cither  of  them  been  punifhed  ?  No.  What  faid  the  bill  ? 
Annihilate  the  Dire&ors,  Where  was  the  analogy  ?  Upon 
looking  back  to  the  journals,  he  faw  a  refolution  to  recall 
Mr.  Baitings.  Had  it  been  complied  with  ?  No.  He 
charged  the  non-compliance  not  merely  on  the  Court  of  Di- 
reftors,  but  on  the  then  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  on  every  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
fury and  Secretary  of  State  from  1773  downwards.  Before 
the  Houfe  proceeded  to  adopt  a  bill  fo  defpotic  as  that  then  • 

before  them,  ought  they  not  to  examine  and  to  afcertain 
the  extent  of  thS  neceffity  that  called  for  it,  and  proportion 
their  remedy  to  that  extent  ?  Could  no  means  be  hit  upon 
lefs  violent  than  thofe  propofed  in  the  bill,  to  infufe  a  fpirit 
of  aftivity  and  vigour  inip  the  conftitution  of  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  Company's  affairs  here,  and  to  reftorc  fub- 
ordination  and  obedience  of  orders  in  India}  Mr.  Powys 
faid,  he  thought  there  might :  nay,  fo  eafy  was  it  to  fee 
What  would  cure  the  complaints  of  difobedience  in  India, 
that  it  had  even  ftruck  him,  and  he  would  ftate  it  to  die 
Houfe,  By  a  refolution  which  they  had  come  to  in  1782, 
on  the  proportion  of  the  Chirman  of  one  of  the  two  India 
Committees,  it  was  declared,  as  the  opinion  of  tthe  Houfe* 
that  Mr.  Haftings  Ihould  be  recalled.  Let  that  gentleman  bt 
recalled;  and  when  he  comes  home,  fend  him  back  again; 
but  take  care  to  join  Mr.  Francis  with  him  :  thus  make  a 
new  coalition.  The  Mahratta  war  being  at  an  end,  the  topic 
of  their  former  difference  was  no  more,  and  they  might 
agree  together  and  ferve  their  country  well  in  future,  the 
violence  and  vigour  of  the  one  of  thefc  two  gentlemen, 

would  , 
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would  ta  corrected  and  meliorated  by  the  ilownefs  and  mo- 
deration of  the  other.  Having  thus  raifed  a  laugh  at  the 
expence  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  Mr.  Powys  proceeded 
more  feriouily  to  argue  the  principle  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, which  he  reprobated  and  condemned  ip  the  feve- 
xeft  terms.  He  went  into  a  comparifon  between  the  bill 
propofed  by  Ml,  Dundas  (the  Chairman  of  tb^c  $ecrct  Com- 
mittee) laft  year,  and  the  bill  then  under  confideraaon. 
As  obedience  of  orders  in  India,  and  activity  in  the  mar 
nagement  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home,  were  the  two 
matters  which  the  Reports  upon  the  table  complained  of,  as 
wanting  to  give  the  adminiftration  of  the  Company's  affairs 
the  neceffary  effect*  he  contended  that  the  learned  gentle- 
man's bill  was  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe ;  and*  a  Iked  why 
the  powers  intended  to  be  vefted  in  the  feptemv  irate  by 
the  bill,  might  not,  with  as  much  probability  pf  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  be  vefted  in  the  hands  of  the  Directors? 
He  faid,  he  rather  alked  this,  becaufe  he  underftood  that 
fome  of  the  Directors  were  defigned  to  be  converted  into. 
Commiffioners.  He  alluded  alfoto  a  noble  Earl,  who  ha4 
been  mentioned  to  him,  as  likely  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Board,  For  that  noble  Lord  he  profefied  the  grcateft 
efteem  and  refpect.  He  revered  his  character,  he  acknow- 
ledged his  integrity,  and  he  admired  his  abilities.  The 
noble  Earl,  he  (aid,  was  capable  of  adorning  any  ftation, 
and  lending  dignity  and  weight  to  any  board  at  which  he 
prefided ;  bat  convinced  as  be  was  of  this,  he  could  not 
{offer  perfonai  friendship  or  partiality  to  warp  his  judgment, 
or  indbce  hint,  to  approve  an  inftitution  that  appeared  to 
him  to  be  neither  ygife  nor  neceffary ;  but  which  was,  in 
fact,  rafh,  defpotic,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  Having  reafoned  upon  its  general  tendency,  he 
faid,  he  might  be  permitted  to  look  at  the  quarter  from 
whence  it  came  ;  Mr.  Powys  then  entered  into  a  (erics  of 
iarcaftic  remarks  on  the  bill's  having  been  pretested  by  the 
Secretary  for  foreign  afiairs,  inftead  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
borne  department.  Not,  he  declared,  that  he  was  jbrry  to 
*«  the  activity  and  vigour  pf  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man exerted,  whether  in  the  execution  of  his  own  doty, 
or  that  of  his  noble  colleague  :  the  more  it  pervaded  every 
department  of  Adminiftration,  he  was  convinced,  it  would 
be  fo  much  the  better  for  the  country.  But  was  the  Houle 
to  confider  it  as  a  fair  acknowledgement  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  Lord  ia  the  blue  ribband,  of  his  confeious  inferiority  2 

He 
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He  called  on  the  right  honourable  Secretary  to  defend  the 
principles  of  it  on  tbofe  which  had  fo  eminently  diftinguilh* 
id  his  parliamentary  conduct,  and  fo  peculiarly  drawn  along 
with  it  the  love,  admiration;  and  gratitude  of  his  country- 
men. And  he  wifhed  to  ftate  the  difference  as  it  operated 
on  his  own  mind,  between  the  champion  of  influence  and 
the  man  of  the  people.  He  imputed  the  prominent  features 
of  the  bill  not  to  him,  however,  but  to  his  noble  colleague^ 
He  knew  his  abilities,  and  his  virtues  of  induftry,  activity, 
fortitude9  and  perfeverence,  to  be  fuch  as*  mud  foon  and  fen- 
fibly  pervade  every  department  of  Government.  Nor  did 
he  dread  their  influence,  could  he  but  fee  the  principle  as 
clearly  as  the  effect  :  but  he  did  not  like  to  fee  a  neceffity 
created  of  infpecting,  for  the  fake  of  liberty,  tbofe  great* 
and  fplendid  talents,  which  had  been  fo  often  and  fuccefs-* 
fully  exerted  in  its  behalf.  This  had  his  oppofition  on  this 
as  well  as  on  mahy  other  more  effential  and  affecting  ac- 
counts. And  that  fyftem  of  Government  which  he  had  re" 
probated  from  the  beginning,  he  averred,  was  the  moft  ob- 
vious and  diftinguifhing  featore  in  the  bufinefs.  There  ap-' 
peared  to  him  only  the  old  fyftem  of  prerogative  revived? 
it  was  formed  in  the  true  fyftem  of  Lord  North's  Admini- 
stration ;  "  its  voice  was  indeed  the  yoice  of  Jacob,-  but  its 
hands  were  tbofe  of  Efau."  Mr.  Powys  made  many  quo- 
tations from  Latin  authors  and  others,  to  illuftrate  his  argu- 
ment, and  dwelt  for  a  confiderable  time  on  the  enormous, 
unprecedented,  and  unconftitutional  influence  that  the  bill 
tfould  create,  and  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Minifter,  if 
it  parted  into  a  law.  He  laid,  he  had  three  feffions  ago  voted, 
that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  too  largely  increafed, 
and  had  lent  his  fupport  to  its  diminution.  This  had  been 
in  fomc  degree  effected;  but  what  was  the  proportion  of 
influence  diminifhed  by  the  deftruction  of  a  few  Boards,  / 

compared  to  the  ih  flue  nee  that  would  be  created  by  putting 
tiu  Minifter  in  pofftffiot/of  the  whole  patronage  of  the  Eaft- 
Iodia  Company  ?  He  enlarged  upon  this  very  confiderably, 
and  faid,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  drew  the 
bill  of  Reform,  that  even  went  fo  far  as  to  leflcn  thefplen- 
dour  of  the  Crown,  and  curtail  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
Lift,  for  the  fake  of  (economy,  had  founded  his  plan  of  that 
day  in  fincerity,  he  could  not  but  join  him  in  reprobating 
and  oppofing  4  bill,  that  would  obvioufly  create  fo  much 
more  influence  now,  than  had  been- taken  away,  and  place 
it,  not  in  the  executive  Government,  wheie  refponfibility 
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Was  lodged  by  the  conftitution,  but  where  it  might  be  ex- 
crcifed  under  the  direction,  and  for  the  fcrvice,  of  the  pre- 
fent  Minifter,  without  his  having  the  refpo nubility  for  its 
abufc.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofife  to  him, 
had  not  l^een  a  man  of  fach  known  moderation,  he  fhould 
not  have  Wondered  if  people  were  to  put  Words  to  this  effeft 
into  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mouth  :  **  I  have  now 
forced  myfelf  into  a  mod  exalted  ftation  ;  the  people/  by 
whofe  means  I  reached  it,  begin  however  to  think  lefs  of  roc 
than  before.  But  ftill  1  have  great  influence  in  the  coun- 
try ;  I  have  formed  connections  with  many  of  the  frrft  fami- 
lies in  the  kingdom,  families  of  the  higheft  rank  and  moft 
diftingoifhed  characters,  Who  are  all  combined  to  fupport 
my  Adminiftration ;  I  have  joined  a  party,  which  t  had 
driven  two  years  age*  from  the  helm  of  Government*  by  my 
unremitted  exertions  for  years  together*  But  as  my  popu- 
larity is  on  the  wane,  I  will  make  good  ufe  of  my  time  — 
the  whole  Indies  (hall,  for  this  reafon,  contribute  to  the  fplen- 
dour  and  permanency  of  my  power.  I  will  take  the  advan- 
tage of  the  zenith  of  my  power,  to  build  me  a  golden  for- 
trefs  in  the  midft  of  the  land  of  promife.  That  fortrefs  I 
will  not  only  render  impregnable,  but  garrifon  with  a  feted 
number  of*  picked  friends  and  chofen  adherents,  on  whole 
zeal  and  attachment  I  can  fafely  rely  :  a  fortrefs  which  no 
contingency  (hall  be  able  to  affail  with  fuccefs  —  which  (hall 
neither  y  ield  to  the  call  of  the  people,nor  the  i  nclination  of  the 
Sovereign."  Mr.Powys  faid',  he  thanked  Heaven,  the  fortrefs 
was  not  finilhed,  though  this  modern  Babel  a  1  moft  reached 
the  clouds  already  :  the  fhoulders  of  that  Houfe  had  been 
.  galled  with  carrying  bricks  and  mortar  to  it.  For  God's 
take,  exclaimed  the  honourable  gentleman,  let  us  crufli  this 
fuperftrufture  before  it  fwells  to  iuch  an  immenfe  fize  as  fhall 
leave  no  robm  for  the  other  parts  of  the  conftitution.  The 
foundation  is  ftrong  ;  the  materials  are  rich  and  well  aflbr- 
ted  ;  and  the  plan  and  execution  are  entrufted  in  the  bands 
of  a  mafter,  who  will  carry  it  through  with  addrefs  ard 
difpatch.  Already  there  feems  hardly  a  veftige  of  the  Com- 
pany. They  were  diftreJTed,  and  they  came  in  their  trouble 
tor  relief :  it  was  your  intereft  to  grant  it:  but  they  did  not, 
like  Shylock,  a(k  a  pound  of  flefh  neareft  your  heart.  An 
anfwer  to  their  requifition,  however,  was  the  moft  likely 
means  of  anfwering  this  bill,  which,  for  a  very  problemati- 
cal good,  is  pregnant  with  the  greateft  evil/  Yes !  The 
Weftminfter  Committee  may  meet  and  cenfure  the  Miniftcrs 
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of  the  day,  diftate  to  Parliament,  and  roufe  the  public  to 
aflcrt  and  defend  their  privileges  againft  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  ;  but  the  Dircftors  or  merchants  concerned  in  the 
Afiattc  trade,  dare  not  meet  innocently  and  inofFenfivdyto 
confult  about  their  own  mercantile  affairs,  without  ri Iking 
the  whole  penalties  of  this  bill.  He  had  every  refpeft  for 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  talents,  that  was  their  due ; 
but  he  wifhed  to  fee  him  the  fervant  of  his  Sovereign,  and 
not  his  mafter.  He  added  a  great  variety  of  other  pointed 
and  pcrtooal  remarks,  and  urged  the  violation  of  the  Com- 
pany's charter  as  a  matter  truly  alarming.  After  reafoning 
upon  this  point  with  great  energy,  Mr.  Powys  earneftly  de- 
precated any  farther  progrefs  with  the  bill ;  recommending, 
that  inflcad  of  purfuing  fuch  a  bill  any  farther,  a  claufe 
ihould  be  grafted  on  the  Regulating  bill  (which  he  declared 
he  highly  approved,  and  believed  it  would  meet  with  una- 
nimous lupport)  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  fuch  additional 
powers  to  Government,  and  enforcing  fuch  new  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  future  conduft  of  the  Court  of  Dire£tors> 
as  might  be  requifite.  For  thefe  reafons  he  conjured  the 
Hoofe  to  join  him  in  fuppreffing  this  moft  obnoxious  an4 
impolitic  meafure.  Their  honour  as  well  as  their  juftice  was 
deeply  affetted  by  the  queftion.  He  protefted,  that  though 
theic  poffeffions  had  been  frequently  called  the  brigheft  jewel 
of  the  Crown,  he  would  rather  the  Crown  fhould  drop  or  , 
lofc  than  wear  it  in  the  manner  prefcnted  by  this  bill*  He 
then  addrcffed  the  Speaker,  and  befeeched  him  not  to  leave 
the  chair,  and  declared,  in  the  moft  iolemn  manner,  that  , 
whatever  was  dear  to  Englishmen,  and  to  the  fcloute,  de- 
pended on  the  iffuc  of  this  debate,  and  that  by  leaving  the 
chair  he  donfigned  the  conftitution,  the  liberties,  the  glory, 
and  the  dignity  of  the  Britilh  empire,  to  ultimate  and  cer- 
tain ruin. 

Mr*  Uttrkty  after  fome  prefatory  matter  on  the  importance  Mr.  purke« 
of  the  fubjeft,, proceeded  as  follows  : ...  It  is  not  only  agreed, 
but  demanded,  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Pitt)  and  by  thofe  who  aft  with  him,  that  a  whole  fyftem 
ought  to  be  produced  ;  that  it  ought  not  to  be  an  half  nua- 
fore ;  that  it  ought  to  be  no  palliative- 1  but  £  legiflative  pro- 
vifion,  vigorous,  fubftantiat,  and  effective.  I  believe  that 
no  man  who  understands  the  fubjeft  can  doubt  for  a  mo- 
meat,  that  thole  mud  be  the  conditions  of  any  thing  de- 
ferving  the  name  of  a  reform  in  the  Indian  Government; 
that  any  thing  fhort  of  them  would  not  only  be  dciufive, 
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They  belong  to  the  Company  in  the  furcft  manner;  and  they 
are  fecured  to  that  body  by  every  fort  of  public  fan&ion. , 
They  are  damped  by  the  faith  of  the  King ;  tbey  are  ftarap- 
ed  by  the  faith  of  Parliament ;  they  have  been  .bought  for 
money— for  money  honeftly  and  faijly  paid;  they  have 
been  bought  for  valuable  confederation,  over  and  over  again. 

I  therefore  freely  admit  to  the  Raft-India  Company  their 
'  claim  to  exclude  their  fellow  fubjeds  from  the  commerce  of 
half  the  globe.  I  admit  their  claim  to  admin  ifter  an  annual 
territorial  revenue  of  feven  millions  fterling ;  to  command 
an  army  of  iixty  thoufand  men  ;  and  to  diipofe  (under  the 
control  of  a  Sovereign,;  imperial  difcretion,  and  with  the  due 
obfervance  of  the  natural  and  local  law}  of  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  thirty  millions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  All 
this  they  poffefs  by  charter,  and  by  a£ts  of  Parliament,  (in 
my  opinion)  without  a  fhadow  of  controverfy. 

Thofe  who  carry  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Company 
the  fartheft,  do  not  contend  for  more  than  this  ;  and  all  this 
I  freely  grant.  But,  granting  all  this,  they  muft  grant  to 
mc,  in  my  turn,  that  all  political  power  which  is  let  over 
men,  and  that  all  privilege  claimed  or  exercifed  in  exclufion 
of  them,  being  wholly  artificial,  and,  for  (o  much,  a  dero- 
gation from  the  natural. equality  of  mankind  at  large,  ought 
to  be  fomc  way  or  other  exercifed  ultimately  for  their  be- 
nefit. 

If  this  is  true  with  regard  to  every  fpecies  of  political  do- 
minion, and  every  defenptioh  of  commercial  privilege,  none 
of  which  can  be  original,  felf -derived  rights,  or  grants  for 
the  mere  private  benefit  of  the  holders,  then  fuch  rights,  or 
privileges,  or  whatever  elfe  you  chute  to  call  them,  are  all 
in  the  ftri&eft  fenfe  a  truft ;  and  it  is  of  the  very  efience  of 
every  Iruft  to  be  rendered  accountable!  and  even  totally  to 
ctafey  when  it  fubftantially  varies  from  the  purpofes'  for  which 
alone  it  could  have  a  lawful  cxiftence. 

.  This  I  conceive,  Sir,  to  be  true*  of  fruits  of  power  veiled 
in  the  higheft  hands,  and  of  fuch  as  feem  to  hold  of  no  ho* 
man  creature.  But  about  the  application  of  this  principle  to 
fubordinate,  derivative  trufts,  I  do  not  fee  how  a  controverfy 
can  be  maintained.  To  whom  then  would  I  make  the  Eaft- 
India  Comgany  accountable  r  Why,  to  Parliament  to  be 
fore;  to  Parliament,  from  whom  their  truft  was  derived; 
to  Parliament,  which  alone  is  capable  of  comprehending  the 
magnitude  of  its  objeft,  and  its  abufe;  and  alone  capable 
pf  ai> effectual  legislative  remedy.    The  very  charter,  which 
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is  held  out  to  exclude  Parliament  from  correcting  malvprfa* 
tion  with  regard  to  the  high  truft  veiled  in  the  Company,  U 
the  very  thing  which  at  once  gives  a  title,  and  impofes  a  duty 
on  us  to  interfere  with  cffeA,.  wherever  power  and  author 
my,  originating  from  ourfelvcs,  are  perverted  from  their 
purpofes,  and  become  inft rumen ts  of  wrong  and  violence* 

If  Parliament,  Sir,  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  charter, 
we  might  have  fome  fort  of  epicurean  excufe  to  ftand  aloof* 
indifferent  fpe&ators  of  what  pafles  in  the  Company's  name 
in  India  and  in  London.  But  if  we  are  the  very  caufe  of 
the  evil,  we  are  in  a  fpecial  manner  engaged  to  the  redrefs  ; 
apd  for  us  paffively  to  bear  with  oppreitions  committed  un* 
der  the  fan  ft  ion  of  our  own  authority,  is  in  truth  and  reafon 
for  this  Houfe  to  be  an  active  accomplice  in  the  abufe. 

That  the  power  notorioufly,  grofsly  abufed,  has  {*ea 
bought  from  us,  is  very  certain.  But.  this  circumftance, 
which  is  urged  againft  the  bill,  becomes  an  additional  motive 
for  our  interference  ;  left  wc  fhoold  be  thought  to  have^old 
the  blood  of  millions  of  men,  fpr  the  bafe  confideratipn,  of 
money.  We  fold,  I  admit,  all  that  we  had  to  fell ;  that  is, 
our  authority,  not  our  control.  We  had  not  a  right  to 
make  a  market  of  our  duties* 

I  ground  myielf,  therefore,  on  this  principle — that  if  the 
abufe  is  proved,  the  contract  is  broken ;  and  we  re-enter 
into  all  our  rights;  that  is,  into  the  exercife  of  :all  our  du- 
ties. Qur  own  authority  is  indeed  as  much  a  truft  origi- 
nally, as  the  Company's  authority  is  a  truft  derivatively  ; 
and  it  is  the  ufe  we  make  of  the  relumed  power  that  muft 
joftify  or  condemn  us  in  the  refumption  of  it.  When  we 
have  perfected  the  plan  laid  before  us  by  the  right  honour* 
able  mover,  the  world  will  then  fee  what  it  is  we  deftroy, 
and  what  it  is  we  create*  By  that  teft  we  ftand  or  fall  { 
and  by  that  teft  I  truft  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  iiTue. 
that  we  are  going  to  fuperfedc  a  charter  abufed  to  the  full 
extent  of  all  the  powers  which  it  could  abufe,  and  exercifed 
in  the  plenitude  of  defpotifm,  tyranny**  and  corruption; 
and  ttat,  in  one  and  the  fame  plan,  We  provide  a  real  char- 
tered fecurity  for  the  rights  of  men,  cruelly  violated  under 
that  charter* 

This  bill,  and  thofe  connected  with  it,  are  intended  to 
form  the  Magna  Charta  of  Hiftdoftaft,  Whatever  the  treaty 
of  Weftphalia  is  to  the  liberty  of  the  Princes  and  free  cities 
of  the  empire,  and  to  the  three  religions  there  profeffed— * 
Whatever  the  great  charter,  the  ftatute  of  Ullage,  the  pe- 
tition 
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tition  of  right,  and  the  declaration  of  right,  are  to  Great 
Britain,  thcfc  bills  are  to  the  people  of  India.  Of  this  be- 
nefit, I  am  certain,  their  condition  is  capable ;  and  when  I 
know  thaf  they  are  capable  of  more,  my  vote  fhall  moft 
afluredly  be  for  our  giving  to  the  full  extent  of  their  capa- 
city of  receiving;  and  no  charter  of  dominion  (hall  ftand 
as  a  bar  in  pay  way  to  their  charter  of  fafety  and  protec- 
tion. 

The  ftrong  admiflion  I  have  made  of  the  Company's 
rights  (I  am  confeious  of  it)  binds  me  to  do  a  great  deal. 
I  do  not  prefume  to  condemn  thdfe  who  argue  a  priori, 
againft  the  propriety  of  Jcaving  fuch  extenfive  political 
powers  in  the  hands,  of  a  company  of  merchants.  I  know 
much  is,  and  much  more  may  be  (aid  againft  fuch  a  fyftenu 
But,  with  my  particular  idefrs  and  fentiments,  I  cannot  go 
that  way  to  work.  I  feel  an  iofoperable  reluctance  in  giv- 
ing my  hand  to  deftroy  any  eftabjifhed  inftitution  of 'Go- 
vernment, upon  a  theory,  however  plaufiblc  it  may  be. 
My  experience  in  life  teaches  me  nothing  clear  upon  the 
fubje£t.  I  have  known  merchants  with  the  fentiments  and 
the  abilities  of  great  ftatefmen  ;  and  I  have  feen  perfons  in 
the  rank  of  ftatefmen,  with  the  conceptions  and  chara&er 
of  pedlars.  Indeed,  my  obfervations  has  furnifhed  me 
with  nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  habits  of  life  or 
education,  which  tends  wholly  to  disqualify  picn  for  the 
fun&ions  of  government,  but  that,  by  which  the  power  of 
exercifing  thofe  fundions  \s  very  frequently  pbtained,  I 
mean,  a  fpirit  and  habit  of  low  cabal  and  intrigue;  which 
I  have  never,  in  one  inftance,  feen  united  with  a  capacity 
for  found  and  manly  policy. 
'  To  juftify  us  in  taking  the  adminiftration  of  their  afr 

fairs  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  on  my 
principles,  I  muft  fee  feveral  conditions,  ift,  The  objea 
affe&ed  by  the  abufe  (hoold.  be  great  and  important,  id, 
The  abufe  affefting  this  great  ohjeft,  ought  to  be  a  great 
abufe.  3d,  It  ought  to  be  habitual,  and  not  accidental. 
4th,  It  ought  to  be  utterly  incurable  in  the  body  as  it  now 
ftands  conftituted.  All  this  ought  to  be  made  as  vifible  to 
me  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  before  I  fhould  ftrike  off  an 
atom  of  their*  charter!  A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  has  faid,  and  fatd,  I  think,  but  once,  and  that  very 
(lightly,  (whatever  his  original  demand  for  a  plan  might 
feem  to  require)  that  "  there  are  abufes  in  the  Compa- 
ny's goverpment*'?    If  that  were  all,  the  fchemc  of  the 
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mover  of  this  bill,  the  fcheme  of  his  learned  friend*  and 
his  own  fcheme  of  reformation  (if  he  has  any)  are  all 
equally  necdlefs.  There  are,  and  rauft  be,  abuies  in  all 
governments.  It  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  nugatory  pro- 
portion. But  before  I  confider  of  what  nature  thefe  abnfea 
are,  of  which  the  gentleman  fpeaks  fo  ycry  highly,  permit 
me  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  map  of  the  country 
which  this  abufed  chartered  right  affefts.  This  I  fhall  do, 
that  you  may  judge  whether  in  that  map  I  can  difcover 
any  thing  like  the  nrft  of  my  conditions  ;  that  is,  whether 
the  objed  affe&ed  by  the  abufe  of  the  Eaft-Indk  Company's 
power  be  of  importance  fofficient  to  juftify.thc  meafure  and 
means  of  Teform  applied  to  it  in  this  bill. 

With  very  few,  and  thofe  inconfiderable  intervals,  the 
Britifh  dominion,  either  in  the  Company's  name,  or  in  the 
names  of  Princes  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  Company, 
extends  from  the  mountains  that  feparate  India  from  Tar* 
tary,  to  Cape  Comorin,  that  is,  one-and-twenty  degrees 
of  latitude ! 

In  the  northern  parts,  it  is  a  folid  mafs  of  land,  about 
eight  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  foar  or  five  hundred 
broad.  As  you  go  fouthward,  it  becomes  narrower  for  a 
fpace.  It  afterwards  dilates;  but  narrower  or  broader, 
you  pofiefs  the  whole  eaftern  and  north-eaftern  coaft  of  that 
vaft  country,  quite  from*the  borders  of  Pegu.  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orifla,  with  Benares,  (now  unfortunately  in 
our  immediate  pofieffion)  meafure  161,978  fquare  £nglifh 
miles  ;  a  territory  confiderably  larger  than  the  whole  king- 
dom of  France.  Oude,  with  its  dependent  provinces,  is 
53,286  fquare  miles ;  not  a  great  deal  left  than  England. 
The  Carnatic,  with  Tanjore  and  the  Circars,  is  65,94$ 
fquare  miles,  very  considerably  larger  than  England;  and 
the  whole,  of  the  Company's  dominion,  comprehending 
Bombay  4nd  Salfette,  amount*  to  281,412  fquare  miles; 
which  forms  a  territory  larger  than  any  European  dominion, 
Ruffia  and  Turkey  excepted.  Through  all  that  vaft  extent 
of  country,  there;  is  not  a  man  who  eats  a  mouthful  of 
rice,  but  by  pcrmiffion  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  extent.  The  population  of  this 
great  empire  is  not  eafy  to  be  calculated.  When  the  coun- 
tries, of  which  it  is  compofed,  came  into  our  pofleffion,  they 
were  all  eminently  peopled,  and  eminently  produ&ive; 
though  at  that  time  confiderably  declined  from  their  antient 

poftcrity.    But  lince  tfcey  are  come  into  our  bands ! .  I 
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'However,"  if  we  take  the  period  of  our  eftimate  immedi- 
ately before  the  utter  defolation  of  the  Carnatic,  and  if  we 
'  allow  for  tbe  bavock  which  our  government  bad  even  thea 

made  io  thefe  regions,  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  ra*e  (be 
population  at  much  left  than  thirty  millions  of  fouls;  more 
than  four  times  the  jiumbej  of  peribns  in  the  ifland  of 
Great  Britain* 

My  next  enquiry  to  that  of  the  number,  is  the  quality 
and  defcription  of  the  inhabitants*  This  multitude  of  men 
docs  not  confiifc  of  an  abject  and  barbarous  populace  1  much 
-  left  of  gaogs  of  favages,  like  tbe  Guaranies  and  Cbiquitos, 
who  wander  on  the  wade  borders  of  the  river  of  Amazooi, 
or  the  Plate  ;  but  a  people  for  ages  civilized  and  cultivated; 
cultivated  by  all  the  arts  of  pohfhed  life,  whilft  we  were  yet 
in  the  woods.  There  have  been  (and  ftill  the  fkeletons  re- 
pwn)  princes,  once  of  great  dignity,  authority  and  opu- 
lence. There  are  to  be  found  the  chiefs  of  tribes  and  na- 
tions. There  is  to  be  found  an  ancient  and  venerable  prieft- 
hood,  the  depofitory  of  their  laws,  learning,  and  hiftory, 
•the  guides  of  the  people  whilft  living,  and  their  confolatioo 
in  death ;  a  nobility  of  great  antiquity  and  renown ;  a  multi- 
tude of  cities,  not  exceeded  in  population  and  trade  by  thofe 
of  the  firft  clafs  in  Europe;  merchants  and  hankers,  individual 
houfes  of  whom  have  once  vied  in  capital  with  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  whole  credit  had  often  fnpported  a  tottering  State, 
and  preferved  their  governments  in  the  midft  of  war  and  de- 
flation ;  millions  of  ingenious  manufacturers  and  mecha- 
nics ;  millions  of  the  moft  diligent,  and  not  the  lead  intel- 
ligent, tillers  of  the  earth.  Hese  are  to  be  found  almoft  all 
fhc  religions  profeffed  by  men,  the  Bramincal,  tbe  Muflul- 
men,  the  Eaftern  and  the  Wcftern  Chriftians. 

if  Lwere  to  take  the  whole  aggregate  of  our  poffeffioni 
there,  I  fhould  compare  it,  as  the  neareft  parallel  1  can  find, 
with  the  empire  of  Germany.  Our  immediate  poifcJSons  I 
fhould  compare  with  tbp  Auftrian  dominions,  and  thty 
would  not  fuffer  in  the  comparifbn.  The  Nabob  at'  Oude 
might  ftand  for  the  King  of  Prufiia  ;  tbe  Nabob  of  Arcot  I 
would  compare,  as  fupcHrior  in  territory,  and  equal  in  reve- 
nue, to  the  Elector  or  Saxony.  Cheyt  Sing,  the  Rajah  of 
Benares,  might  well  rank  with  the  Prince  of  Hcffc  at  lcaft  ; 
and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  (though  hardly  equal  in  extent  of 
dominion,  fuperior  in  revenue)  to  the  Elector  of  Jiavaria. 
The  Polygars  and  the  northern  Zemindars,  and  other  great 
chiefs,  might  well  claft  with  the  reft  of  the  Princes,  Dukes, 
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Counts,  Magnifies,  and  Bilhopt  in  the  empire;  all  of  whom 
I  mention  to  honour,  and  furely  without  difparagem^nt  to 
any  or  all  of  thofe  moft  refpeftabl?  princes  and  grandees. 

All  this  vaft  mais*  cdropofcd  of  (o  many  orders  and  clafles 
of  men*  is  infinitely  divcrfified  by  manners*  by  religion,  by 
hereditary  employment)  through  all  their  poflible  combina- 
tions* This  renders  the  handling  of  India  a  matter  in  an 
high  decree  critical  and  delicate.  But  oh !  it  has  been 
bandied  redely  indeed*  Even  fome  of  the  reformers  feerp  to 
have  forgot  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  but  to  regulate 
the  tenants  of  a  manor,  or  the  Siopkeepers  of  the  next 
county  towpi 

It  it  ail  empire  of  this  extent,  of  this  complicated  nature, 
of  this  dignity  and  importance,  that  I  have  compared  to 
Germany  j  and  the  German  government  j  not  for  an  cxafi  re* 
fembtance,  but  as  a  fort  of  a  middle  term,  by  which  India; 
might  be  approximated  to  our  understandings,  and  if  pofli-  • 
ble  to  our  feelings;  in  Order  to  awaken  fomethingof  fym- 
pathy  for  the  unfortunate  natives,  of  which  I  am  afraid  we 
are  not  perfedly  fafceptlblc,  whilft  we  look  at  thif  very  re* 
rnorc  objeft  through  a  falfe  and  cloudy  medium* 

My  fecond condition,  neceffary  to  juftify  me  in  touching 
the  charter,  is,  Whether  the  Company's  abufe  of  their  truftj 
with  regard  to  this  great  objeft*  be  an  abufe  of  great  atro- 
city* 1  fhall  beg  your  permiffion  to  conlider  their  con- 
du£t  in  two  lights;  firft  the  political,  and  then  the  commcr* 
rial.  Their  political  conduft  (for  diftin&nefs)  I  divide 
again  into  two  heads*  the  external,  in  which  I  mean  to 
comprehend  their  condu&  in  their  federal  capacity,  as  it 
relates  to  powers  and  ftates  independent*  or  that  not  long 
fiRcc  were  focb  ;  the  other  internal,  namely,  their  conduce 
to  the  countries  cither  immediately  fubjeft  to -the  Company, 
or  to  thofe  who,  under  the  apparent  government  of  native 
fovereigos,  are  iri  a  ftatc  much  lower,  and  much  "more  mi- 
serable, than  common  fubje£tion» 

With  regard  to  the  abuJfe  of  the  external  federal  truft,  f 
-enege  myfelf  to  you  to  m?ke  good  thefe  three  pofitiona : 
— Stft,  I  fay,  that  from  Mount  Imaus,  (or  whatever  tlSSp 
ftmmii  that  large  range  of  mountains  that  walls  the  nor- 
thern frontier  of  India)  where  it  touches  us  in  the  latitude 
of  twenty  -nine*  to  Cape  Cooiorin,  in  the  latitude  of  eighty 
that  there  is  not  1  finale  Prince  or  State,  or  Potentate,  £reac 
or-faall,  in  India,  with  whom  they  h?ve  come  into  con- 
-Uft>  whom  they  have  pot  (old.    \  fayfoM,  though  fome- 
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times  they  have  not  been  able  to  deliver  according  to  their 
bargain. — Secondly,  I  fay,  that  there  is  not  a  Jingle  treaty 
they  have  ever  madef  which  they  have  not  broken. — Thirdly, 
I  fay,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  Prince  or  State,  who  ever 
put  any  truft  in  the  Company,  who  is  not  utter lv  ruined  J 
and  that  none  are  in  any  degree  fecure  or  flourishing,  but 
in  the  exalt  proportion  to  their  fettled  diftrerft  and  irrecon- 
cileable  enmity  to  this  nation. 

Thefe  aflertions  are  univerfah  I  fay  in  the  fall  fenfe 
nmverfal.  They  regard  the  external  and  political  truft  only  ; 
but  I  (hall  produce  others  fully  equivalent,  in  the  internal. 
For  theprefent,  I  (halt  content  myfelf  with  explaining  my 
meaning;  and  if  I  am  called  on  for  proof  whilft  thefe  bills 
are  depending  (which  I  believe.  I  fhall  not)  I  w'rll  pwf  my 
finger  on  the  Appendixes  to  the  Reports,  or  on  papers  of  re- 
cord in  the  Houfe,  or  the  Committees,  which  I  have  diftinftly 
prefent  to  my  memory,  and  which  i  think  I  can  lay  before 
you  at  half  an  hour's  warning. 

The  iirft  Potentate  fold  by  the  Company  for  money  was 
the  Great  Mogul — the  defcendam  of  Tamerlane.  This* 
high  perfonage,  as  high  as  human  veneration  can  look  at, 
is  by  every  account  amiable  in  his  manners,  refpettable  for 
his  piety  according  to  his  mode,  and  accomplished  in  all  the 
Oriental  literature.  All  this,  and  the  title  derived  under  his 
charter,  to  all  that  we  hold  in  India,  could  not  fave  him  from 
the  general  fait.  Money  is  coined  in  his  name  ;  in  his 
name  juftiee  is  adminiftered  ;  he  is  prayed  for  in- every  tem- 
ple through  the  countries  we  poffefs.    itat  he  was  (old.* 

It  is  impoflible,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  paufe  here  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  refteft  on*  the  inconftancy  of  human  greatnefs,  and 
the  ftupendous  revolutions  that  have  happened  in  our  age 
of  wonders.*  Could  it  be  believed,  when  I  entered  into  cx- 
iftence,  or  when  you,  a  younger  man,  were  born,  that  oft 
thb  day,  in  this  Houfe,  we  fhoold  be  employed  in  difcuffing 
/  the  conduft  of  thofe  Britifh  fubjefts  who  had  difpofed  of 

the  power  and  perfon  of  the  Great  Mogul  >  This*  is  no  idle 
fpeculation.  Awful  leflbns  ar6  taught  by  it,  and  by  other 
events,  of  which  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  profit*  A 

This  is  hajdjy  a  digreflion  ;  but  I  return  to  the  WQ  of 
the  Mogul.  Two  diftri&s,  Corah  and  Allahabad,  out  of 
his  immenfe  grants,  were  refcrved  as  a  royal  demefne  to  the 
donor  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  rightful  fovereign  of  fo  many 
nations.  After  withholding  the  tribute  of  £.a6o,000  * 
-year,  which  the  Company  was,  by  the  charter  they  bad  re- 
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ceived  from  this  Prince,  under  the  moft  folemrv  obligation 
to  pay,  thefe  diftri&s  were  fold  to  hit  chief  mimfter  Sujah 
iH  Dowlah ;  and,  what  may  appear  to  fome  the  worft  part 
of  the  trail  faft ion,  thefe  two  diftrids  were  fold  for  fcarcely 
two  years  purchafe.  The  defcendant  of  Tamerlane  now* 
ftands  in  need  almoft  of  the  common  necefiaries  of  life ;  and 
in  this  fituation  we  do  not  even  allow  him,  as  bounty,  the 
fmalleft  portion  of  what  we  owe  him  in  juftice. 

The  next  fale  wasnhat  of  the  whole  nation  of  the  Rohillas, 
which  the  grand  falefman,  without  a  pretence  of  quarrel, 
and  contrary  to  hi?  own  declared  fenfe  of  duty  and  refti- 
tude,  fold  to  the  fame  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  He  fold  the  peo- 
ple to  utter  extirpation,  for  the  fund  of  two  hundred  thoufand  * 
pounds.  Faithfully  was  the  bargain  performed  upon  our 
hde.  Hafiz  Rhamet,  the  njoft  eminent  of  their  chiefs,  one 
of  the  braveft  men  of  bis  time,  and  as  famous  throughout 
the  Eaft  for  the  elegance  of  his  literature,  and  the  fpirit  of 
his  poetical  compositions  (by  which  he  fupported  the  name 
of  Hafiz)  as  for  his  courage,  was  invaded  with  an  army  of 
an  hundred  tjiouiand  men,  ai>d  an  Englifh  brigade..  This 
man,  at  the  head  of  inferior  forces,  was  flain  valiantly  fight- 
ing for  bis  country.  (}is  head  was  cut  off,  and  delivered 
for  money  to  a  barbariari.  pis  wife  and  children,  perfons 
of  that  rank,  were  feen  begging  an  handful  of  rice  through  » 
the  Englilh  camp,  flie  whole  nation,  with  inconfiderable 
Exceptions,  was  i]aughtercd  or  banifhed.  The  country  was) 
laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword  •  and  that  lane)  diltinguifhed 
above  moil  pthers,  by  the  chearful  face  of  paternal  govern- 
ment and  prote^ed  labour,  the  chofen  fear,  of  cultivation 
and  plenty,  isnowalipoft  thrqughout  a  dreary  defart,  co- 
vered with  nifties  and  briars,  and  jungles  full  of  wild  beafts. 

In  Bengal, K  Seraia  Dpwlal)  was  told  to  Mir  Jaffier;  Mir       v 

iaffier  was  fold  \q  Mir  Coflim;  and  Mir  Coffin*  W4S  fold  to 
lir  Jaffier  again*  The  fuccpffion  to  Mir  Jaffier  was  fold  to 
his  eldeft  fon;— apQther  fon  of  Mir  Jaffier,  Mpb$rechj  ul 
Dowla,  was  fold  tp  his  ftep-ipother — The  Mahratta  empire 
was  fold  to  Ragoba ;  And  Ragoba  was  fold  and  covered  to  , 
the,  Peifhwa  of  the  Mahrattas.  Both  Ragoba  and  the 
Pefftwa  of  the  Mahrattas  were  offered  to  fale  to  the  Rajah  of 
Berar.  Scindia,  the  chief  of  Malva,  was  offered  to  faje  to 
the  dime  Rajah ;  and  the  Subah  pt  thf  £tecan  wa,s  fpld  to  the 
great  trader  Mahomet  Ali,  Nabob  pf  Arcof.  Tp  the  fame 
Nabob  pf  Arcot  they  fold  Hyder  AH  and  the  kingdom  of 
My  fore*    To  Mahomet  Ali  they  fold  the  kingdom  of  Tan- 
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%  jore.  •  To  the  fatae  Mahomet  AH  they  fol4  it  leaft  twelve 
fovereign  princes,  called  the  Polygars.  But  to  keep  things 
even,  the  territory  of  Tinnivelly,  belonging  to  their  Nabob,, 
they  would  have  fold  to  the  Dutch;  and  tq  conclude  the 
account  of  Tales,  their  great  cuftomer,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
hin)felf,  and  his  lawful  foccefiion,  has  been  fold  to  his  fecond 
foni  Amir  ul  Otnrah,  whofe  character,  views,  and  conduct, 
are  in  the  accounts  upon  your  table.  ,  It  remains  wjth  you 
whether  they  (hall  finally  perfeft  this  laft  bargain. 

Ail  thffe  bargains  and  fales  were  regularly  attended  with 
the  wafte  and  havock  of  the  country,  always  by  the  buyer, 
and  fometimes  by  the  obje&  of  the  fale.  This  was  explained 
to  you  by  the  honourable  mover,  when  fie  /lated  the  njode  of 
ptying  debt*  due  from  the  country  powers  to  the  Company. 
An  honourable  gentleman*  who  is  not  now  in  his  place,  oo- 
je&ed  to  his  jumping  near  two  thoufand  miles  for  an  exam- 
ple; But  the  fouthern  example  is  perfe6Uy  applicable  to 
the  northern  claim,  as  the  northern  is  to  the  fouthern  ;  for, 
throughout  the  whole  fpace  of  thefe  two  thoufand  miles, 
take  your  ftand  where  you  will,  the. proceeding  is  perfectly 
piriform,  and  what  is  done  in  one  part  will  apply  exa&iy  to 
the  other. 

My  fecond  aflertion  is,  that  the  Company  never  hat  madfc 
9  treaty  which  they  have  not  broken*  This  pofition  it  fa 
connected  with  that  of  the  Tales  of  provinces  and  kingdoms, 
with  the  negotiation  of  tfniverfal  diltradHon  in  every  part 
pf  India,  that  a  very  minute  detail  may  well  be  ipared  on 
this  point.  It  has  not  yet  been  contended,  by  any  enemy  to 
the  reform,  that  they  have  obferved  any  pumic  agreement. 
\Vhen  I  hear  that  they  have  done  lb  in  any  One  inJtance 
(which  hitherto,  I  confefs,  I  never  heard  alledged)  I  Aall 
Tpeak  to  the  particular  treaty.  The  Governor  General  has 
even  amufed  himfelf  and  the  Court  of  Directors  in  a  very 
lingular  letter  tq  that  board,  in  which  he  Admits  he  has  not 
been  very  delicate  with  regard  fo  public  faith;  and  he  goes 
fo  far  as  to  ftate  a,  regular  'eftimate  of  the  fums  Which  the 
Company  .qrould  have  Toft,  or  never  acquired,  if  the  rigid 
ideas  of  public  faith  entertained  by  his  colleagues  had  been 
obferved.  The  learned  gentleman  over-againft  fne  (Mr. 
Dundas,  lord  advocate  of  Scotland)  has  indeed  faved  me 
much  trouble.  On  a  former  occafion  he  obtained  no  fmall 
predit,  for  the  clear  and  forcible  ifhanher  in  Which  he  Aated 
lyhat  we  fiaye  qot  forgot,  and  I  hope  he  has  riot  forgot,  that 
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univerfal  fyftematic  breach  of  treaties  which  had  made  the 
Britifli  faith  proverbial  in  the  Eaft. 

It  only  remains,  Sir,  for  me  juft  to  recapitulate  fome 
beads.    The  treaty  with  the  Mogul,  by  which  we  ftipn* 
lated  to  pay  him  260,000  L  annually,  w^s  broken.    This 
treaty  they  have  broken,  and  not  paid  him  a  (hilling.    They 
broke  their  treaty  with  him,  in  which  they  ftipulated  to 
pay  400,0001.  a  year  to  the  Soubah  of  Bengal.    They 
agreed  with  the  Mogul,  for  fervices  admitted  to  have  been 
performed,  to  nay  Nudjif  Cawn  a  penfion.    They  broke   • 
this  article  with  the  reft,  and  (lopped  alfo  this  ftaall  pen- 
Con.    They  broke  their  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  and  with 
Hyder  Ali.     As  to  the  Mahrattas,  they  had  fo  many  crofs 
treaties  with  the  States  General  of  that  nation,  and  with 
each  of  the  chiefs,  that  it  was  notorious,  that  no  one  of 
tbefe  agreements  could  be  kept  without  grofsly  violating 
the  reft.     It  was  obferved,  that  if  the  terms  of  thefe  feve- 
ral  treaties  had  been  kept,  two  Britifli  armies  would  at  on« 
and  the  fame  time  have  met  in  the  field  to  cut  each  other's 
throats.    The  wars  which. defolate  India,  originated  from  a 
molt  atrocious  violation  of  public  faith  on  our  part.     In 
the  midft  of  profound  peace,    the  Company's,  troops  in* 
vaded  the  Mahtatta  territories,  and  furprifed  the  ifland  and 
fortrefs  of  Salfette.     The  Mahrattas  neverthelefs  yielded 
to  a  treaty  of  peace/  by  which  folid^ad vantages  were  pro- 
cured to  the  Company.     Again  the  Company  invaded  the*. 
Mahratta  dominions.    The  difafter  that  enfued  gave  occa- 
sion to  a  new  treaty.     The  whole  army  of  the  Conipany 
was  obliged,  in  effe&,  to  furrender  to  this  injured,  betray- 
ed, and  infulted  people.    Juftly  irritated,  however,  as  they 
were,  the  terms  which  they  prescribed  were  reafonable  and 
moderate  %  and  their  treatment  of  their  captive  invaders, 
of  the  moft  diftinguiihed  humanity.     But  the  humanity  of 
the  Mahrattas  was  of  no  power  whatfoever  to  prevail  ©a  . 
the  Company  to  attend  to  the  obfervance  of  the  terms  dic- 
tated by  their  moderation.     The  war  was  renewed  with 
greater  vigour  than  ever^  and  fuch*was  their  infatiable  lull 
of  plunder,  that  they  never  would  have  given  ear  to  any   . 
terms  of  peace,  if  Hyder  Ali  had  not  broke  .through  the 
Gauts,  and  ruining  like  a  torrent  into  the  Carnatic,  fwept 
away  every  thing  in  his  career.     This  was  in  confequence 
of  that  confederacy,  which  by  a  fort  of  miracle  united  the 
jnofl.  difcordant  powers  for  our  deftru&ion,  as  a  nation  in* 
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which  no  other  could  put  any  truft,  and  who  were  tfye  de- 
clared enemies  of  the  human  fpecies. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  late  controversy  between 
the  feveral  prefidencies,  and  between  them  and  the  Court 
of  Dirc&ors,  with  relation  to  thefe  wars  and  treaties,  has 
not  been,  %vhich  of  the  parties  might  be  defended  for  his 
(hare  in  them;  but  on  which  of  the  parties  the  guilt  of 
all  this  load  of  perfidy  fhould  be  fixed.     But  I  am  content 
to  admit  all  thefe  proceedings  to  be  perfeftly  regular,  to  be 
full  of  honour  and  good  faith ;  and  wifli  to  fix  your  atten- 
tion folely  to  that  fingle  tranfaftion  which  the  advocates  of 
this  fyftem  fele&  for  fo  tranfeendant  a  merit  as  to  cancel 
the  guilt  of  all  the  reft  of  their  proceedings ;  I  mean  the 
late  treaties  with  the  Mahrattas  , .  .  .  Here  the  merits  of 
that  treaty  were  entered  into  at  large?  and  it  was  {hewn, 
that  all  the  allies  of  the  Company  were  abandoned ;  and 
even  furrendered,  uncjer  loofe  articles,  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  enemy  ;  that  the  treaty  was  ratified  in  the  camp  of  one 
of  the.  Mahratta  chiefs,  wfrijft  he  was  battering  a  caftle 
given  as  a  fecurity  to  an  ally  included  in  that  treaty ;  and 
on  the  authority  of  a  private  letter  faid,  that  Mr.  Haftings 
refufed  tp  receive  the  agent  of  this  ally  complaining  of  this 
breaqh  of  faith In  this  manner,  fays  he,  the  Com- 
pany has  afted  with  their,  allies  in  the  Mahratta  war.     But 
they  did  not  reft  here :  the  Mahrattas  were  fearful  left  the 
perfons  delivered  to  them  by  that  treaty  fhould  attempt  to 
efcape  into  the  Br)ti(h  territories,  and  thus  might  elude 
the  punifhment  intended  for  them,  an4  by  reclaiming  the 
treaty,  might  ftir  up  new  difturbances.    To  prevent  this, 
they  defired  an  article  to  be  inferted  in  the  lupplemental 
treaty,  to  which  they  had  the  ready  confent  of  Mr.  Haftings 
and  the  reft  of  the  Company's  representatives  in  |JengaL 
It  was  this,  "  That  the  Englifh  and  Mahratta  governments 
mutually  agree  not  to  afford  refuge  to  any  chiefs,  merchants* 
or  ether  per fons9  flying  for  protection  to  the  territories  of 
the  other."    This  was  readily  aflented  to,  and  affented  to 
without  any  exception  whatever,  in  favour  of  our  furren- 
dered allies.     On  their  part  a  reciprocity  was  fttpulated 
which  was -not  unnatural  for  a  government  like  the  Com- 
pany's to  afk;  a  government,  confeious  that  many  fubjeds 
had  been,  and  would  in  future,  be  driven  to  fly  froq  its 
jurifdiction. 

To  complete  the  fyftenvof-  pacific-  intention  and  public 
faith,  which  predominate  in  thefe  treaties,  Mr.  Haftings 
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fairly  refolved  tb  put  all  peace,  except  on  the  terms  of  at>* 
folute  conqueft,  wholly  out  of  his  own  power.  For,  bf 
an  article  in  this  feconfi  treaty  with  Scindia,  he  binds  the 
Company  not  to  make  any  peace  with  Tippoo  Saib,  with* 
out  the  confent  of  the  Peifhwa  of  the  Mahrattas ;  and 
binds  Scindia  to  him  by  a  reciprocal  engagement.  The 
treaty  between  France  and  Englarid  obliges  its  mutually  to 
withdraw  our  forces,  if  our  allies  in  India  do  not  accede  to 
the  peace  within  four  months  ^  Mr.  Haftings's  treaty  obliges 
us  to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  the  PcHhwa  thinks  fit. 
We  are  now  in  that  happy  fituation,  that  the  breach  of  the 
treaty  with  France,  or  the  violation  of  that  with  the  Mar*- 
nttas,  is  inevitable ;  and  we  have  only  to  take  o*r  ehoicel 

My  third  aflertion,  relative  to  the  abufe  made  of  the  right 
of  war  and  peace,  is,  that  there  are  none  who  have  evef 
confided  in  us,  who  have  not  been  utterly  ruined.  The 
txamples  I  have  given  of  Ragonaut  Row,  of  Guickwar,  of 
the  Rafiah  of  Gohud,  are  recent.  There  is  proof  more 
than  enough  in  the  condition  of  the  Mogul ;  in  the  flavery 
and  indigence  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude ;  the  exile  of  the 
Rajah  of  Benares ;  the  beggary  of  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  f 
the  undone  and  captive  condition  of  the  Rajah  and  king- 
dom of  Tanjore  $  the  deftruflion  of  the  Polygars ;  and 
laftly,  hi  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  himfelf, 
who,  when  his  dominions  were  invaded,  was  found  entirely 
oeftitute  of -troops,  provifions,  ftores,  and  (as  he  afferts) 
of  money,  being  a  million  in  debt  to  the  Company,  and 
four  millions  to  others  ?  the  many  millions  which  he  had 
extorted  from  fo  many  extirpated  princes  and  their  defo* 
lated  countries,  having  (as  he  has  frequently  hinted)  been 
expended  for  the  ground- rent  of  his  manfion-<hottfe  in  an 
alley  in  the  fuburbs  of  Madras.  Compare  the  condition  of 
all  thefe  princes  with  the  power  and  authority  of  all  the 
Mahratta  itates  ;  with  the  independence  and  dignity  of  the 
Soubah  of  the  Decan  ;  and  the  mighty  ftrength,  the  ro# 
fources,  and  the  manly  ftruggle  of  Hyder  AH ;  and  then 
the  Honfe  will  difcover  the  effe£te,  on  every  power  in  India, 
of  an  eafy  confidence,  or  of  a  .rooted  diitruft  in  the  faith  ' 
of  the  Company. 

'  Tbefe  are  fome  of  my  reafons,  grounded  en  the  abufe 
of  the  external  political  truft  of  that  body,  for  thinking 
myfelf  not  only  juftified,  but  bound  to  declare  againft  thole 
chartered  rights  which  produce  fo  many  wrongs.    I  {hould 
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deem  myfclf  the  wickedeft  of  men,  if  any  vote  of  mine 
could  contribute  to  the  continuance  of  fo  great  an  evil. 

Now,  Sir,  according  to  the  plan  I  propofed,  I  (hall  take 
ftotiee  of  the  Company's  internal  government,  as  it  is  ex- 
ercifed,  firft,  on  the  dependent  provinces,  and  then  as  it 
aflfe&s  thofe  under  the  dire£t  and  immediate  authority  of 
that  body.  And  here,  Sir,  before  t  enter  into  the  fpirit 
of  their  interior  government,  permit  me  to-obferve  to  you, 
upon  a  few  of  the  many  lines  of  difference  which  are  to 
be  found  between  the  vices  of  the  Company's  government, 
and  thofe  of  the  conquerors  who  preceded  U6  in  India  *  that 
we  may  be  enabled  a  little  the  better  to  fee  our  way  in  an 
attempt  to  the  lueceflary  reformation.  « 

The  feveral  irruptions  of  Arabs,  Tartars,  and  PerGans, 
into  India  were,  for  the  greater  part,  ferocious,  bloody, 
and  wafteful  in  the  extreme-    Our  entrance  into  the  domi* 
hion  of  that  country  was,  as  generally,  with  fmall  compa- 
rative eflufion  of  blood  ;  being  introduced  by  various  frauds 
and  delufions,  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  incurable, 
blind,  and  fenfelefs  auimofity,  which  the  feveral  country 
powers  bear  towards  each  other,    rather  than  by  open 
force.    But  the  difference  in  favour  of  the  firft  conquerors 
Is"  this ;  the  Afiatic  conquerors  very  foon  abated  of  their 
ferocity,  becaufe  they  made  the  conquered  country  their 
own*    They  rofe  or  fell  with  the  rife  or  fall  of  the  ten*- 
tory  they  lived  in.    Fathers  there  depofited  the  hopes  of 
their  pofterky  y  and  children  there  beheld  the  monuments 
Of  their  fathers.     Here'their  lot  was  finally  caft }  and  it  is 
the  natural  wiih  of  all,  that  their,  lot  (hould  not  be  caft  in 
a  bad  land.    Poverty,  fterility,  and  defolation,  are  not  a 
recreating  profpe£fc  to  the  eye  of  man ;  and  there  are  veif 
few  who  can  bear  to  grow  old  among  the  curfes  of  a  whole 
-people.    If  their  paffion  or  their  avarice  drove  the  Tartar 
lords  to  aftsof  rapacity  or  tyranny,  there  was  time  enough, 
even  in  the  fbort  life  of  nlan,  to  bring  round  the  ill  efiech 
bf  4ii  abufe  of  power  upon  the  power  itfelf.     If  hoards 
Were  made  by  violence  and  tyraitnf,  they  were  ftill  dfltaeftk 
boards  |  and  ddmeftic  profufion,  or  the  rapine  of  a  more 
powerful  and  prodigal  hand,  reftored  them  to -the  people* 
With  many  diforders,  and  with  few  political  checks  upon 
power,  nature  had  ftill  fair  play  \  the  fources  of  aoquifi- 
tion  were  not  dried  up;  and,  therefore,  the  trade,  the 
manufactures,  and  the  commerce  o£  the  country  flottrifhcA 
Even  avarice  andufury  itfelf  operated,  both  for  the  prefer* 
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ration  and   the  employment  of    national/  wealth*      Th 
hu£bandman  and   manufacturer  paid   heavy  inter  eft,   but 
then  they  augmented  the  fund  from  whence  they  were 
again  to  borrow      Theii  refources  were  dearly  bought;  but  • 
they  were  fure ;  and  the  general  flock  of  the  community 
grew  by  the  general  effort. 

Bat  under  the  Englifh  government  all  this  order  is  re- 
vcrfed..    The  Tartar   invafion  was  mifchicvous;  but   it  is 
our  protection   that  deftroys  India.     It  was  their  enmity* 
bat  it  is  our  friend  (hi  p.     Our  conqueft  there*  after  twenty 
years,  is  as  crude  as  it  was  the  fiift  day.     The  natives 
fcarceJy  know  what  it  is  to  fee  the  grey  bead  of  an  Englifli- 
man.     Young  men    (boys  almQft)  govern  there,    without 
ibcicty,  and   without  fympathy  with  the   natives.     They 
have  no  more  focial  habits  with  the  people,  than  if  they  dill 
refided  in  England ;  nor  indeed  any  fpecies  of  intercourfe 
but  that  which  is  neceffary  to  making  a  fudden  fortune, 
with  a  view  to  a  remote  fettlement.     Animated  with  all  the 
avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  impetuosity  of  youth,  they  roll 
in  one  after  another ;  wave  after  wave;  and  there  is  no- 
thing before  the  eyes  of  the  natives  but  an  endlefs,  hoplefr 
profpeft  of  new  flight?  of  birds  of  prey  and  paflage,  with 
appetites  continually  renewing  for  a  food  that  is  continually 
wafting.     Every  rupee  of  profit  made  by  an  Englifhman,  is 
loft  for  ever  to  India.     With  us  are  no  rctributory  fuperfti- 
tion,    by   which    a    foundation    of   charity    compenfates, 
through  ages,  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injustice  of  a 
day.     With  us  no  pride  crc£ts  ftately  monuments  which  re-  x 
pair  the  mifchiefs  which  pride  had  produced,  and  which 
adorn  a  country  out  of  its  own  fpoils,     England  has  erected 
no  churches,  no  hofpitals*,  no  palaces,  no  fchools;  Eng- 
land ,  has  built  no  bridges,    made  no  high  roads,    cut  no 
navigations,  dug  out  no  refervoirs.     Every  other  conqueror 
of  every  other  defcription,  has  left  fome  monument,  either 
of  ftate  or  beneficence,  behind  him.     Were  we.  to  be  driven 
out  of  India  this  day,  nothing  would  remain,  to  tell  that  it 
bad  been  poficfTed,  during  the  inglorious- period  of  our  do- 
minion, by  any  thing  better  than  the  ouran-outang  c-r  the 
tiger. 

,  There  is  nothing  in  the  boys  we  fend  to  India  worfe  that* 
the  boys  whom  we  are  whipping  at  fchool,  or  that  wc  fefc 
trailing  a  pike,  or  bending  over  a  defk  at  home.     But  as 

♦  The  paltry  foundation  at  Calcutta  is  fcarccly  worth  naming  as- 
jH*  exception. 
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^  Englifh  youth  in  India  drink  the  intoxicating  draught  of 
authority  and  dominion  before  their  heads  are  able  to  bear 
ir,  and  as  they  are  fully  grown  in  fortune  long  before  tbey 
are  ripe  in  principle,  neither  nature  nor  reafon  have  any 
opportunity  to  exert  themfelves  for  remedy  of  the  exceifes 
of  their  premature  power.  The  confequences  of  their  con- 
%  du£t,  which  in  good  minds  (and  many  of  theirs  are  proba- 
bly fuch)  night  produce  penitence  or  amendment,  are 
unable  to  purfue  the  rapidity  of  their  flight.  Their  prey  is 
lodged  in  England;  and  the  cries  of  India  are  given  to  leas 

x      and  winds,  to  be  blown  about,  in  every  breaking  up  of  the 
monfoon,  over  a  remote  and  unhearing  ocean*    In  India  all 
the  vices  operate,  by  which  fuddtn  fortune  is  acquired  ;  in  - 
England  are  often  difplayed,  by  the  fame  perfons,  the  vir- 
tues which  difpenfe  hereditary  wealth.     Arrived  in  England, 
the  deftroyers  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  whole  king- 
dom, will  find  the  beft  company  in  this  nation,  at  a  board 
of  elegance  and  hofpitality.     Here  the  manufacturer  and 
huibandman  will  blefs  the  juft  and  punctual  hand,  that  in 
India  has  torn  the   cloth  from  the  loom,  or  wrefled  the 
fcanty  portion  of  rice  and  fait  from  the  peafant  of  Bengal, 
or  wrung  from  him  the  very  opium  in  which  he  forgot  his 
oppreffion  and  his  opprcfibr.     They  marry  into  your  fami- 
lies; they  enter  into  your  fenate  ;  they  eafe  your  eftates  by 
loans  ;  they  raife  their  value  by  demand  ;  they  cherifh  and 
protect  your  relations  which  lie  heavy  on  your  patronage ; 
and  there  is  fcarcely  an  houfe  in  *the  kingdom  that  does  not 
feel  fome  concern  and  intereft  that  makes  all  reform  of  our 
eaftern  government  appear  officious  and  difgufting ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  a  moft  difcouraging  attempt*     In  fuch  an  at- 
tempt you  hurt  thofe  who  are  able  to  return  kindnefs  or  to 
refent  injury.     If  you  fucceed,  you  fave  thofe  who  cannot 
fo  much  as  give  you  thanks.     All  thefe  things  fhew  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  work  we  have  on  hand ;  but  they  fhew  its 
vnecefiity  too.     Our  Indian  government  is  in  its  beft  flare  a 
grievance.    It  is  neceflary  that  the  correctives  fhould  be  un- 
commonly vigorous ;  and  the  work  of  men  fanguine,  warm, 
and  fven  impaffioned  in  the  caufc.    But  it  is  an  arduous 
thing  to  plead  again  ft  abufes  of  a  power  which  qjiginates 
from  your  own  country,  and  affefis  thofe  whom  we  are 
tafed  to  confider  as  ftrangers. 

Upon  the  plan  which  I  laid  down,  and  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  return,  I  was  confider ing  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
pany to  thofe  nations  which  are  indire&ly  fubjeft  to  their 
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authority.  The  mod  confiderable  of  the  dependent  Princes 
is  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  My  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Fox)  to  whom  we  owe  the  remedial  bills  on  your  table,  has 
already  pointed  out  to  you,  in  one  of  the  Reports,  the  con- 
dition of  that  Prince,  and  as  it  flood  in-  the  time  he  alluded 
to.  1  fhall  only  add  a  few  circumftances  that  may  tend  to 
awaken  fome  fenfc  of  the  manner  in  which  the  condition 
of  the  people  is  aficfted  by  that  of  the  Prince,  and-  in- 
volved in  it;  and  to  fhcw  you,  that  when  we  talk  of  the 
bufferings  of  Princes,  we  do  not  lament  the  oppreflion  of 
individuals  ;  and  that  in  thefe  cafes  the  high  and  the  low 
fuffer  together. 

In  the  year  1779,  the  Nabob  of  Oude  repiefented, 
through  the  Britiih  refident  at  his  court,  that  the  number 
of  the  Company's  troops  ftationed  in  his  dominions,  was  a 
main  caufe  of  his  diftrcfs;  and  that  all  thofe  which  he  wa* 
not  bound  by  treaty  to  maintain  fhould  be  withdrawn,  as 
they  had  greatly  diminiflied  his  revenue,  and  irtipoverifhed 
his  country.  I  will  read  you,  if  you  pleafe,  a  few  extracts 
from  thefe  reprefentations. 

He  ftates  "  that  the  country  and  .cultivation  are  aban- 
doned ;  and  this  year  in  particular,  from  the  exccffive 
drought  of  the  fealbn,  deduftions  of  many  lacks  having 
been  allowed  to  the  farmers,  who  are  ftill  left  unfatisfied  ;" 
and  then  he  proceeds  with  a  long  detail  of  his  own  diftrefr, 
and  that  of  his  family,  and  all  his  dependants;  and  adds, 
"  that  the  new-raifed  brigade  is  not  only  quite  ufelefs  to 
my  government,  but  is  moreover  the  caufe  of  much  lofs, 
hoth  in  revenues  and  cuftoms.  ,Thc  detached  body  of 
troops  under  European  officers,  bring  nothing  but  confujion 
to  the  affairs  of  my  government,  and  arc  entirely  their  own  maf- 
ters"  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Haftings's  confidential  Refi- 
dent, vouches  for  the?  truth  of  this  reprcfentation  in  its 
fulleft  extent.  "  I  am  concerned  to  confefs,  that  there  U 
too  good  ground  for  this  plea..  The  misfortune  bos  been  gene- 
ral throughout  the  whole  of  the  Vizier's  (the  Nabob  of  Oude)  s 
dominions,  obvious  to  every  body  ;  and  fo  fatal  have  been 
its  confequences,  that  no  perfon,  of  either  credit  or  charac- 
ter, would- enter  into  engagements  with  government  for 
farming  the  country."  He  then  proceeds  to  give  ftrong 
inftances  of  the  general  calamity,  and  its  effects. 

It  was  now  to  be  feen  what  fteps  the  Governor  Qeneral 
and  Council  took  for  the  relief  of  this  diftrefled  country, 
long  labouring  under  the  vexations  of  men,  and  now  ftricken 
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by  the  hand  of  God.      The  cafe   of  a  general  famine  is 
known  to  relax  the  feverity  even  of  the  moft  rigorous  go- 
vernment.    Mr.  Haftings  does  not  deny,  or  fhew  the  leaft 
doubt  of  the  faft.     The  repreientation  is  humble,  and  al- 
moft  abjcft.     On  this  ieprefcntarion  from   a  great  Prince, 
of  the  diftrefs    of  his  iubjefts,  Mr.   Haftings  falls  into  a 
N    .violent  paffion  ;  fuch  as  (it  leems)  would  be  unjuftifiablc  in 
any  one  who  l peaks  of  any  part  of  his  conduft.     He  de- 
clares, "  that    the   demanas,    the   tone  in  which   they   were 
aflerred,  and  \hc  feajon  in  which   they  were  made,  are' all 
equally  alarming,  and  appear  tp  him  to  require  an  adequate 
degree  of  firmnels   i»n   this   board,  in    ofpqjition   to   them." 
.  He  proceeds  to   deal   out  very  unreferved  language,  on  the 
perfon  and  chara&er  of  the  Nabob  and  his  Minifters.     He 
declares,  that  in  a   divifion  between  him  and   the  Nabob, 
f*  the  flrongejl  mujl  decide?     With  regard  to  the  urgent  and 
inftant  neceffity,  from  the  failure   of  the  crops,  he  fays, 
*'  that  perhaps  expedients  may  be  found  for  affording  a  gradual 
relief  from  the  burden  of  which  he  fo  heavily  complains, 
and  it  fhall  be  my  endeavour  to  feek  them  out:". and,  left 
he  fhould  be  fufpefted  of  too  much  hafte  to  alleviate  fuffer- 
ings,  and  to  remove  violence,  he  fays,  "  that  thefe  muft  be 
gradually  applied,  and  their  complete  effeft  may  be  dijiant; 
i  and  this,  I  conceive,  is  all  he  can  claim  of  right." 

This  complete  effect  of  his  lenity  is  diftnnt  indeed.  Re- 
jecting this  demand  (as  he  calls  the  Nabob's  abject  fupplica- 
tion)  he  attributes  it,  as  he  ufually  docs  all  things  of  the 
kind,  to  the  diviflon  in  their  government;  and  fays,  u  this 
is  a  powerful  motive  with  me  (however  inclined  I  might  be, 
~npon  any  other  Gccajion,  to  yield  to  feme  part  of  his  demand) 
to  give  them  an  ahfolute  and  unconditional  refufal  upon  the  prc- 
fent;  and  even  to  bring  to  punijhment^  if  my  influence  can  pro* 
duce  that  effeft,  thofe  incendiaries  who  have  endeavoured  to  make 
fhemfclves  the  inflrumenis  of  divifion  between  us" 

Here,  Sir,  is  much  beat  arid  paffion ;  but  no  more  confi- 
deration  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  country,  from  a  failure  of  the 
means  of  fubfiftence,  and  (if  poffible)  the  worfc  evil  of  an 
tifclefs  and  licentious  foldiery,  than  if  they  were  the  moft 
contemptible  of  all  trifles.  A  letter  is  written  in  confe- 
cpence,  in  fuch  a  ftile  of  lofty  defpotifm,  as  I  believe  has 
hitherto  been  unexampled  and  unheard  of  in  the  records  of 
the  Eaft.  The  troops  were  continued.  The  gradual  relief, 
whofe  effc£  was  to  be  fo  difiant,  has  nfver  been  fubftaotially 
and  beneficially  applied  —  and  the  country  h  ruined. 

,  Mr. 
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Mr.  Haftings,  two  years  after,  when  it  was  too  late,  far 
the  abfolute  ntceffity  of  a  removal  of  the  intolerable  griev- 
ance of  this  licentious  foldiery,  which,  under  a  pretence  of 
defending  it,  held  the  country  under  military  execution.  ' 
A  new  treaty  and  arrangement,  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  took  place;  and.  this  new  treaty  was  broken 
in  the  old  manner,  in  every  cflential  article.  The  foldiery 
were  again  fent,  and  again  fet  loofe.     The  effect  of  all  his  ' 

manoeuvres,  from  which  it  fecms  he  was  fanguine  enough 
to  entertain  hopes,  upon  the  itate  of  the  country,  he  him- 
felf  informs^us,  u  the  event  has  proved  the  reverjc  of  thefe 
hopes,  and  accumulation  of  dijlrejsy  debafement,  and  diffatif- 
faclion  to  the  Nabob,  and  dijappointment  and  dij grace  to  me. 
Every  meaibre  (which  he  had  himlelf  propoled)  had  been/o 
cwduBed  as  to  give  him  caufe  of  difpleafure;  there  are  no 
officers  eftablifhed  by  which  his  affairs  could  be  regularly 
conducted;  mean,  incapable,  and  indigent  men  have  been 
appointed*  A  number  of  thediftricts  without  authority, 
and  without  the  means  of  perfonal  protection ;  Tome  of  them 
have  been  murdered  by  the  Zemindars,  and  thofe  Zemin- 
dars, inftead  o£  puniflirhenr,  have  been  permitted  vto  retain 
their  Zemindar ies,  with  independent  authority  ;  all  the 
other  Zemindars  iuffered  to  rife  up  in  rebellion,  and  to  in- 
fult  the  authority  of  the  Sircar,  without  any  attempt  made 
to  fupprefs  them  ;  and  the  Company's  debt,  inftead  of  being 
dilcharged  by  the  alignments  and  extraordinary  fources  of 
money  provided  for  that  pnrpofe,  is  likely  to  exceed  even  the 
amount  at  which  itjioodat  the  time  in  which  the  arrangement  with 
bis  Excellency  was  concluded.99  The  Houfe  will  fmile  at  the' 
refource  on  which  the  Directors  take  credit  as  fuch  a  cer- 
tainty in  their  curious  account. 

This  is  Mr,  Haftings' s  own  narrative  of  the  effects  of  his 
own  fettlennent.  This  is  the  ftate  of  the  country,  which 
we  have  been  told  is  in  perfect  peace  and  order ;  and,  what 
is  curious,  he  informs  us,  that  every  part  of  this  was  foretold 
to  him  in  the  order  and  manner  in  which  it  happened,  at  the  very 
time  he  made  his  arrangement  of  men  and  meafures. 

The  invariable  courfe  of  the  Company's  policy  is  this :  — 
Either  they  fet  up  fome  prince  too  odious  to  maintain  him- 
felf  without  the  neccflity  of  their  affiftance,  or  they  foot* 
render  him  odious,  by  making  him  the  inftrument  ox  their 
government.  In  that  cafe,  troops  are  bountifully  fent  to 
him  to  maintain  his  authority.  That  he  fhould  have  no 
Want  of  afliftancej  a  civil  gentleman,  called  a  Refident,  is 
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kept  at  his  court,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  providing  duly 
for  the  pay  of  thefe  troops,  gets  alignments  on  cue  it  venue 
into  his  hands.  Under  his  provident  management,  debts 
foon  accumulate  ;  new  alignments  are  made  for  thefe  debts; 
until,  Hep  by  ftcp,  the  whole  revenue,  and  with  it  the 
whole  power  of  the  country,  is  delivered  into  his  hands. 
The  military  do  not  behold  without  a  vir-.uous  emulation 
the  moderate  gains  of  the  civil  department.  They  feel 
that,  in  a  country  driven  to  habitual  rebellion  by  the  civil 
government,  the  military  is  neceffary •  and  they  will  not 
permit  their  fervices  to  go  unrewarded.  Trafts  of  country 
are  delivered  over  to  their  difcretion*  Then  it  is  fourjd  pro- 
per to  convert  their  commanding  officers  into  farmers  of  re- 
venue. Thus,  between  the  well-paid  civil,  and  well-re- 
warded military  eftabliftiment,  the  (ituation  of  the  natives 
nay  be  cafily  conjectured.  The  authority  of  the  regular 
and  lawful  government  is  every  where,  and  in  every  point, 
extinguished.  Diforders  and  violences  arife ;  they  are  re- 
prefled  by  other  diforders  and  other  violences.  Wherever 
the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  and  the  farmingcoloncls  aod 
majors,  move,  ruin  is  about  them,  rebellion  before  and  be* 
hind  them.  The  people  in  crowds fiy  out  of  the  country; 
and  the  frontier  is  guarded  by  lines  of  troops,  not  to  ex- 
clude an  enemy,  but  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  inha* 
bitants. 

By  thefe  means,  in  the  courfe  of  not  more  than  four  or 
five  years,  this  once-opulent  and  flourishing  country,  which, 
by  the  accounts  given  in  the  Bengal  consultations,  yielded 
more  than  three  crore  of  Sicca  rupees,  that  is,  above  three 
millions  fterling,  annually,  is  reduced,  as  far  as  I  can,di£- 
cover,  in  a  matter  purpofely  involved  in  the  utmoft  per- 
plexity, to  lefs  than  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  and  that  exalted  by  every  mode -of  rigour  thatxan 
be  deviled.  To  compleat  the  bufinefs,  moft  of  the  wretch- 
ed remnants  of  this  revenue  are  mortgaged,  and  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  ufurerc  at  Benares,  (for  there  alone 
are  to  be  found  fome  lingering  remains  of  the  ancient  wealth 
of  thefe  regions)  at  an  intcreft  of  near  thirty  far  cent,  far 
annum. 

The  revenues,  in  this  manner,  failing,  they  feized  upon 
the  eftates  of  every  perfon  of  eminence  in  the  country,  and* 
under  the  name  of  refumption,  confifcated  their  property. 
I  wifli,  Sir,  to  be  underitood  univerfally  and  literally,  when 
I  aflert,  that  there  .is  not  left  one  man  of  property  and  fub- 
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ftance,  for  his  rank,  in  the  whole  of  theft  provinces ;  in  pro- 
vinces which  are  nearly  the  extent  of  England  and  Wales 
taken  together.  Not  one  landholder,  not  one'  banker,  not 
one  merchant,  not  one  even  of  thole  whoufually  penfh  laft, 
the  ultmum  martens  in  a  ruined  ftate,  no  one  farmer  of  re* 
venue. 

One  country  for  a  while  remained,  which  flood  as  an 
ifland  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  grand  wafte  of  the  Company's 
dominion.  My  right  honourable  friend,  in  his  admirable 
fpeech  on  moving  the  bill,  juft  touched  the  fituation,  the 
offences,  and  the  punifhment,  of  a  native  prince,  called 
Fizalla  Khan*  This  man,  by  policy  and  force,  had  pro* 
teftcd  himfelf  from  the  general  extirpation  of  the  Rohilla 
chiefs.  He  was  fecured  (if  that  were  any  fecurity)  by  a 
treaty.  It  was  ftated  to  you,  as  it  was  vftated  by  the  ene- 
mies of  that  unfojtunate  man,  "  that  the  whole  of  his  coun- 
try tx,  what  the  whole  country  of  the  Rohillas  was,  culti- 
vated like  a  garden,  without  one  negle&ed  fpotin  it."— • 
Another  acculer  fays,  "  Fizulla  Khan,  though  a  bad  foldier, 
(that  is  the  true  fource  of  his  misfortune)  has  approved  him- 
felf  a  good  aumil ;  having,  it  is  fuppofcd,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years,  at  leaft  doubled  the  population  and  revenue  of 
bis  country."  In  another  part  of  the  correfpondence  he  is 
charged  with  making  his  country  an  afylum  for  the  oppref- 
fed  peafants,  who  fly  from  the  territories  of  Oude.  The 
improvement  of  his  revenue,  arifing  from  this  fingle  crime, 
(which  Mr.  Haftings  coniiders  as  tantamount  to  treafon)  is 
ftated  at  an  hundred  ajid  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

Dr.  Swift  fomewhere  fays,  that  he  who  could  make  two 
blades  of  grafs  grow  where  but  one  grew  before,  was  a 
greater  benefaftor  to  the  human  race  than  all  the  politicians 
that  ever  exifted.  This  prince,  who  wonld  have  been- dei- 
fied by  antiquity,  who  would  have  been  ranked  with  Ofiris, 
and  Bacchus,  and  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  mod  propitious 
to  men,  was,  for  thofe  very  merits,  by-name  attacked  by 
the  Company's  government,  as  a  cheat,  a  robber,  a  traitor. 
In  the  lame  breath  in  which  he  was  accufed  as  a  rebel,  he 
was  ordered  at  once  to  furnifti  5000  horfe.  On  delay,  or 
(according  to  the  technical  phrafe,  when  any  remonftrance 
is  made  to  them)  "  on  evqfion"  he  was  declared  a  violator 
of  treaties,  and  every  thing  he  had  was  to  be  taken  from 
him.  ■—  Not  one  word,  however,  of  horfe  in  this  treaty. 

The  territory  of  this  Fizulla  Khan,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  lefs 
than  the  county  of  Norfolk*    It  is  an  inland  country,  full 
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(even  hundred  miles  from  any  fca  port,  and  not  diftinguifhed 
for  any  one  considerable  branch  of  manufa&ure  whatsoever. 
From  this  territory  a  punftual  payment  w^s  made  to  the 
Britiih  Refident  of  150,000!.  fterling  a  year.  Thederoaod 
of  cavalry,  without  a  fhadow  or  decent  pretext  of  right, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thou  fa  nd  a  year  more,  at  the 
Joweft  computation  ;  and  it  is  ft  a  ted,  by  the  laft  perfon  fent 
to  negotiate,  as  a  demand  of  little  ufe,  if  it  could  be  com- 
•     *  plied  with  ;  but  that  the  compliance  was  irnpoffible,  as  it 

amounted  tp  more  than  his  territories  could  fupply,  if  there 
had  been  no  other  demand  upon  him  — -  Four  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  from  an  inland  country  not  fo 
large  as  Norfolk  ! 

The  thing  n>oft  extraordinary  was,  to  hear  the  culprit  de- 
fend himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  his  Virtues,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  blacked  offences.  He  extenuated  the  fuperior 
/cultivation  of  his  country.  He  denied  its  population.  He 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  be  had  often  fent  back  the  poor 
peafant  that  fought  fhelter  with  him.  —  I  can  make  no  ob- 
fervation  on  this. 

After  a  variety  of  extortions  and  vexations,  too  fatiguing 
to  you,  too  diigufting  to  me,  to  go  through   with,  the* 
found  "  that  they  ought  to  be  in  a  better  ftate  to  warrant 
forcible  means ;"  they  therefore  contented  themfelvcs  with 
agrofs  fum  of  150,000!.  for  their  prcfent  demand.     They 
offered  him  indeed  an  indemnity  from  their  exadions  in  fd- 
ture,  for  30,0001.  more  :  but  he  refufed  to  buy  their  fecu- 
rities,  pleading  (probably  with  truth)  his  poverty  ;  but  if 
the  plea  was  not  founded,  in  my  opinion,  very  wifely ;  not 
chafing  to  deal  any  more  in  that  dangerous  commodity  of 
the  Company's  faith,  and  thinking  it  better  to  oppefe  dil- 
trefs  and  unarmed  obftinacy  to  uncoloured  exattion,  than  to 
fubjeft  himfelf  to  be  conlidered  as  a  cheat,,  if  he  fhouid 
make  a  treaty  in  the  leaft  beneficial  to  himfelf.    Thus  they 
executed  an  examplary  puniihment  on  Fizulla  Khan  fot  the 
culture  of  his  'country.     But,  contcious  that  the  prevention 
of  evils  is  the  great  objeft  of  all  good  regulation,  they  de- 
prived him  of  the  means  of  increaiing  that  criminal  culti- 
vation in  future,  by  exhaufting  his  coffers;  and,  that  the 
population  of  his  country  fhouid  no  more  be  a  {landing  re- 
proach and  libel  on  tlvj  Company's  government,  they  bound 
him,  by  a  pofitive  engagement,   not  to  afford   any  ihelter 
whatfoever  to  the  farmors  and  labourers  who  fhouid  leek  re- 
fuge in  his  territories,  from  the  exa&ions  of  the  Briuih 
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Refidcnts  inOude,     When  they  bad  done. all  this  tffeftu- 
ally,  they  gave  him  a  full  and  complete  acquittance  from, 
ail  charge?  of  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  to  rebel,,  or 
of  his  "having  originally  bad  any  iitfereft  in,  or  any  means 
of  rebellion* 

Thefe   intended  rebellions  are  one  of   the  Company's 
ftanding.  refources.     When  money  has  been  thought  to  be 
heaped  up  any  where,   its  owners  are  univerfally  ace u fed  of 
rebellion,  until  they  are  acquitted  .of  their  money  and  their 
treasons  at  once.     The  money  once  tajteo,  all  accufation, 
trial,  and   punifliment  ends.     It  is  Co  fettled  a  refource, 
;hat  I  rather  wonder  how  it  comes  to  be  omitted  in  the 
Durc&ors'  account ;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  this  orniffion 
will  be   fiipplied  in  their   next  edition.      The  Company 
itretched  this  refource  tx>  the  full  extent,  when  they  accufed 
two  old  jvoraejo,   in   the  rejuoteft  corner   of  India  (who 
fould  have  po  poflible  view  or  ipofive  tp  raife  difturbances) 
of  being  engaged  io  rebellion,  with  an  intent  to  drive  out 
the  Engljfh  nation,  jjp  wbofe  protection,  purchased  by  money 
and  fecured  by  treaty,  rcfled  the  fole  hope  of  their  exig- 
ence.   But  the  Company  wantgd  money,  ar>d  the.  old  wo- 
men muft  be  guilty  of  a  plot. 

They  we#e  accufij  of  rebellipn,  apd  they  were  oonvi&ed 
of  wealth.  Twice  had  great  fum$  been  extorted  from 
riiera,  and  ap  pftea  Ijad  the  Britifh  f^ith  guaranteed  the  re- 
mainder. A  body  of  BritiQi  troops,  with  one  of  the 
military  farmers  general  at  thejr  head,  was  feat  to  feizc 
upon  the  caftle v  iq  which  thefe  helplefs  women  reiided. 
Their  chief  eunuchs,  whp  were  their  agents,  their  guarr 
jlians,  protestors,  perfona  of  high  r^nk?  according  to'  the 
Eaftern  manners,  and  of  great  truft,  were  thrown  into 
dungeons,  to  jpake  then?  <jifcpver  their  hidden  treafures ; 
and  there  they  lie  at  prcfent.  The  lands  afligned  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  womea  were  fei^ed  and  cpnfifcated; 
Their  jewels  and  effe&s  were  taken,  and  fet  up  to  a  preten- 
ded auftion  in  an  obfeure  pUce,  and  bought  at  fuch  a  price 
as  the  gyntfenien  thought  proper  to  giy$.  No  accpuitf  hag 
ever  been  transmitted  of  the  articles  or  produce  pf  fhjs  frle. 
What  money  wa*  obtained  is  unknown,  pr  wh#  terms  was 
ftipulated  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  deQ) oiled  pnd  forlorn 
creatures;  fpr  by  fome  particulars  it  appear*  a$  if  an  en- 
gagement of  the  kind  was  made. 

Let  me  here  remark,  once  for >H,  that  though  the  aft  of 
1773  requires  that  an  account  of  all  proceedings  Ihould 
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yt  diligently  traftfmitted,  thstt  this,  like  all  the  other  in* 
f  unctions  of  the  law,  is  totally  defpifed  ;  and  that  half,  at 
leaft,  of  the  moft  important  papers  are  intentionally  With- 
held, , 

I  wifh  you,  Sir,  to  advert,  particularly,  in  this  tranf- 
a&ion,  to  the  quality  and  the  numbers  of  the  perfons 
ipoiled,  aod  the  inftrument  by  whom  that  fpoil  was  made, 
Thefe  ancient  matrons,  called  the  Begums  or  PrinceflTes, 
were  of  the  firft  birth  and  quality  in  India,  the  one  mother, 
the  other  wife,  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude,  Stfjah  Dowlah, 
a  Prince  pofleffcd  of  efctenfive  and  flourishing  dotainion«, 
and  the  fccond  man  in  the  Mogul  empire.  The  Prince 
(fufpicious,  4nd  not  unjuftly  fhfpicious,  of  his  fon  and 
fucceffor)  at  His  death  committed  his  treafures  and  hi*  fa- 
mily to  the  Britifh  faith.  That  family  and  houfehold,  con- 
filled  of  two  thoufand  women ;  to  which  were  added  two 
'other  feraglios  of  neat  kindred,  add  faid  to  be  extremely 
numerous,  and  (as  I  am  Well  infotrtied)  of  about  foorfcore 
of  the  Nabob's  children,  with  all  earfachs,  the  ancient  fer- 
vants,  and .  a  multitude  of  the  dependant*  of  his  fplcndid 
court.'  Thefe  were  all  to  be  provided,  for  ptefent  mainte- 
nance and  future  eftablilhment,  frofai  the  lands  afSgned  as 
dower,  *nd  from  the  tteafures  which  he  left  to  thtfe  ma- 
tron's, in  truft  for  the  whole  family. 

So  far  as  to  the  objefts  of  the  fpoil.  The  inftrument 
chofen  by  N^r,  Flattings  to  defpdil  the  reliS  of  Sujth  Dow- 
lah,  was  her  own  fon9  the  reigniflg  Nabob  of  Qud£.  It 
was  the  pious  hand  6f  a  fon  that  was  ftleffed  to  tear  ftom 
his  mother  and  grandmother  the  prqvifion  of  their  age,  the 
maintenance  of  his  brethren,  *nd  oiF  all  the  ancient  houfe- 
Jiold  of  hi*' father.  [Here  a  laugh  ftottt  fbmc  young  mem- 
bers] Tke  laugh  is  fcafoH$ley  and  the  occafidn  decent  and 
proper. 

fiy  the  laft  advices,  fomethrng  of  the  furt  extorted  re* 
gained  unpaid.  The  Women  in  defpair  fcfufe  to  deliver 
more,  unlefs  their  land*  are  reftored  aftd  the  if  ntiftifters  te* 
leafed  from  prifon :  but  Mr.  Haftings  and  his  Council, 
Heady  to  their  point,  and  cdnfiftetit  to  the  laft  in  iheif 
concjuft,  write  to  the  Refldent  to  ftimulate  the  fon  to  ac- 
cpmplify  the  filial  afts  he  had  brought  fo  near  to  their  per- 
fection. <<  Vft  defiVe,b  fav  they,  Trt  theit  letfet-  tb  the  Re- 
sident (written  (0  late  as  March  laft)  u  that  f6\X  wtll  in- 
form us  if  any,  and  what,  mean1  $  have  been  taketi  for  re- 
covering  the  balaacfe  due  >from'  the  Befcuth  [Princeft]  at 
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Flzabad ;  and  that,  if  necefTary,  you  recommend  it  to  tha 
Vizier  to  enforce  tht  moji  effeftual  means  for  that  purpofe." 

What  their  effectual  means  of  enforcing  demands  on 
women  of  high  rank  and  condition  are,  I  (hall  (hew  yon, 
Sir,  in  a  few  minutes ;  when  I  represent  to  you  another 
of  ihefe  plots  and  rebellions,  which  always,  in  India,  though 
fo  rarely  any  where  elfe,  are  the  offspring  of  an  eafy  con- 
dition, and  hoarded  richer 

Benares  is  the  capital  city  of  the  Indian  religion.  It  is 
regarded  as  holy  by  a  particular  and  diftinguifhed  fandity  ; 
and  the  Genrih  in  general  think  themfetves  as  much  obliged 
to  vifit  it  once  in  their  lives  as  the  Mahometans  to  perform 
their  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  By  this  means  that  city  grew 
great  in  commerce  and  opulence  ;  and  fo  effectually  was  it 
fecured  by  the  pious  veneration  of  that  people,  that  in  all  , 
violences  of  power,  there  was  fo  fure  an  afylum,  both  for 
poverty  and  wealth,  (as  it  were  under  a  divine  protection) 
that  the  wifeft  laws  and  heft-allured  free  constitution  could 
not  better  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  one,  or  the  fafety 
of  the  other ;  and  this  tranquillity  influenced  to  the  greateft 
degree  the  profperity  of  all  the  country^  and  the  territory 
of  which  it  was  the  capital.  The  intereft  of  money  there 
was  not  more  than  half  the  ufual  rate  in  which  it  flood  in 
all  other  plates..  The  Reports  have  fully  informed  you  of 
the  means  and  of  the  terms  in  which  this  city  and  terri- 
tory called  Gazipour,  of  which  it  was  the  head,  came  un- 
der the  fovcreignty  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

If  ever  there  was  a  fubordinate  dominion  pleafantly  cir-  „ 
cumftanced  to  the  fuperior  power,  it  was  this :  a  large  rent 
or  tribute,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year,  was  paid  in  monthly  ipftalments  with 
the  punctuality  of  a  dividend  at  the  Bank.  If  ever  there 
was  a  Prince  who  could  not  have  an  intereft  in  difturbance?, 
it  was  its  fovereign,  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing.  He  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  capital  of  his  religion,  and  a  willing  revenge 
was  paid  by  the  devout  people  who  refortcd  to  him  from  all 
parts.  His  fovereignty  and  his  independence,  except  his 
tribute,  was  fecured  by  every  tic.  His  territory  was  npt 
much  lefs  than  half  of  Ireland,  and  difplayed,  in  jail  part?, 
a  degree  of  cultivation,  cafe,  and  plenty,  under  his  frugal 
and. paternal  management,  which  left  them  nothing  to  de- 
foc,  ^either  for  honour  or  fatisfaftiqp. 

This  was  the  light  in  which  this  country  appeared  to  aj- 
moft  every  eye.    But  Mr.  Haftings  behsld  it  alkance.    Mr. 
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Haftings  tells  us  that  it  was  reported  of  this  Cheit  Sing,  that 
hii  father  left  him  a  million  fieri ingv  and  that  he  made  an- 
nual acceflions  to*  the  hoard.  Nothing  could  hefo  obnoxious 
.to  indigent  power.  So  much  wealth  could  not  he  innocent. 
The  Houfe  is  fallv  acquainted  with  the  unfounded  and  un- 
juft  requifitions  which  were  made  upon  this  prince.  The 
-queftion  lias  been  moft  ably  and  conclufively  cleared  up  iu 
one  of  the  reports  of  the  Seleft  Committee,  and  in  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  Court  of  Directors  to  an  extraordinary  publica- 
tion againft  them  by  their  fervant,  Mr.  Haftings.  But  I 
wean  topafs  by  thefe  exa&ioos,  as  if  they  were  perfectly 
j u ft  and  regular ;  and,  having  admitted  them,  I  take  what 
1  ihall  now  trouble  you  with,  only  as  it  ferves  to  fhew  the 
fpirit  of  the  Company's  government,  the  mode  in  which  it 
is  carried  on,  and  the  maxims  on  which  it  proceeds* 

Mr.  Haftings,  From  whom  I  take  the  doctrine,  endeavours 
to  prove  that    Cheit   Sing  was  no  fovereign  prince;  but  a 
mere  zemindar  or   common  fubjecl,    holding  land  by  rent. 
If  this  be  granted  to  him,  rt  is  next  to  he  leen  under  what 
terms  lie  is  of  opinion  fuch  a  landholder,  that  is  a  Britiih 
i ubjedc,  holds  his  life  and  property  under  the  Company's  go- 
vernment.    It  is  proper  to  understand  well  the  doctrine?  of 
the  perfon    whole  admin iftration  has  lately  received  fuch 
diftinguiflied  approbation  from  the  Company.     His  doctrine 
.is,  c<  that  the  Company,  or  the  perfon  delegated  by  itt  holds 
^anabfolutc  authority  over  fuch  zemindars;  that  he  (fuch  a 
iubjeit)  owes  an  implicit  and  unreferved  obedience  to*  its  au- 
thority, at  tint  forfeiture  even  of  his  life  and' property,  at  the 
Discretion  of  thofe  who  held  or  fully  represented  the  fove- 

*  reign  authority  -r  and  that  thefe  rights  are  fully  delegated  n 
him,  Mr.  Haftings."' 

Such  is  a  Britifh  governor's  idea  of  the  condition  of  a 

treat  zemindar  holding  under  a  Britifti  authority ;  and  this 
ind  of  authority  he  fuppofes  fully  delegated  to  him  ;  though 
no  fuch  delegation  appears  in  any  com  million,  fnftruiSUon,  of 

*  aft  of  parliament.  At  his  difcretion  he  may  demand,  of  the 
fubftarice  of  any  Zemindar  over  and  above  his  rent  or  tri- 
bute, even  what  he  pleafes,  with  a  fovereign  authority  ;  and 
if  he  does  not  yield  an  implicit,  unreferved  obedience  to  all  his 
commands,  he  forfeits  his  lands,  his  life,  and  his  property, 
at  Mr.   Haftirigsfs  difcretion.'   But,   extravagant    and  even 

"  frantic  as  thefe  pofitions  appear,  they  are  fefs  fo  than  what 

I  ft  all  now  read  to  you;  tor  he  aflerts,  that  if  any  one  fliouH 

"urge  an  exemption  from  more  than  a  ftated  payment,  or 

fliouM 
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fliould  confider  the  deeds,  which  patted  between  him  affd 
tK<!  board,  "  as  bearing  the  quality  ami  force  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween equal  ilates,"  he  fays,  "  that  fuch  an  opinion  is  itfelf 
criminal  to  the  ftate  of  which  he  is  a  fubject ;  and  that  he 
was  hinjfelf  amenable  to  its  juftice,  if  he  gave  countenance 
to  fuch  a  belie/.91  Here  is  a  new  fpecies  of  crime  invented,, 
that  of  countenancing  a  belief;  but,  a  belief  of  what  ?  A  be- 
lief of  that  which  the  Court  of  Directors,  Haftings's  maf- 
ters,  and  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe,  have  decided  as  this 
prince's  indifputable  right. 

But  fuppofing  the  Raj ih  of  Benares  to  be  a  mere  fubjecl, 
add  that  fubject  a  criminal  of  the  higheft  form  ;  let  us  fee 
what  cgurfe  was  taken  by  an  upright  Engliih  magiftrate. 
Did  he  cite  this  culprit  before  his  tribunal?  Did  he  nuke 
a  charge  ?  Did  he  produce  witness  ?  Thefe  are  not  forms ; 
they  are  parts  of  fubftantial  and  eternal  juftice.  No,  not  a 
word  of  all  this.  Mr.  Haftings  concludes  him,  in  his  own 
mind,  to  be  guilty  ;  he  makes  this  conclusion  on  reports,  on 
hear-fays,  on  appearances,  on  rumours,  on  conjectures,  on 
preemptions ;  and  even  thefe  never  once  hinted  to  the 
pafty,  nor  publicly  to  any  being,  till  the  whole  bufinefs  was 
done. 

But  the  Governor  tells  you  hts  motive  for  this  extraordi- 
nary proceeding*  fo  contrary  to  every  mode  of  juftice  to- 
wards either  a  prince  or  a  fubjeft,  fairly  and  withoot  dif- 
guife ;  and  he  puts  into  vour  hands  the  key  of  his  whole 
conduct  1  "  I  will  fappofe,  for  a  moment,  that  I  have  ailed 
with  unwarrantable  rigour  towards  Cheit  Sing,  and  even 
with  injuftice.  Let  my  motive  beconfulted.  I  left  Cal- 
cutta, iinprefled  with  a  belief  that  extraordinary  means  were 
neceflary,  and  thofe  exerted  with  a  fteady  hand,  to  preferve 
the  Company's  interefts  from  Jinking  under  the  accumulated 
weight  which  opprejjed  them.  I  faw  a  political  neceffity  for  curb- 
ing the  cvergrowm  power  of  a  great  member  ot  their  domi- 
nion, and  for  making  it  contribute  to  the  relief  of  their  prej/mg 
exigencies"  This  is  plaip  fpeaking ;  after  this,  it  is  no  won* 
der  that  the  Rajah's  wealth  and  his  offence,  the  necefllties  of 
the  judge,  and  the  opulence  of  the  delinquent,  are  never  fe* 
prated,  through  the  whole  of  Mr.  Haftings's  apology.  "  The 
juftice  and  polity  of  exa&ing  a  large  pecuniary  mulft"  The 
refolution  "  to  draw  from  his  gailt  the  means  of  relief  to  the 
Company's  Jijirejfts."  H^s  determination  "to  make  him /qp 
largely  for  his  pardon,  or  to  execute  a  fevere  vengeance  for 
paft  delinquency/'  That  "as  his  wealth  was  great,  and  the 

Company's 
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Company's  exigencies  preffing,  he  thought  it  3  meafure  of  juf- 
tice  and  policy  to  exalt  from  him  a  large  pecuniary  multt 
for  their  relief}*  The  fum  (fays  Mr.  Wheler,  hearing  evi- 
dence, at  his  defire,  to  his  intentions)  €l  to  which  the  Go- 
vernor declared  his  refolution  to  extend  his  fine,  was  forty 
or  fifty  lacks,  that  is,  four  or  five  hundred  thou/and  pounds  j  and 
that  if  he  refufed,  he  was  to  he  removed  from  his  zemindary 
entitely  ;  or  by  taking  pofleffion  of  his  forts,  to  obtain,  out  of 
the  treafure  depqfited  in  them,  the  above  fum  for  the  Com- 
pany." 

Crimes  fo  convenient,  crimes  fo  politic,  crimes  fo  necef- 
fary,  crimes  G>  alleviating  of  diftrefs,  can  never  be  wanting  to 
thofe  whoufe  no  procefs,  and  who  produce  no  proofs. 

But  there  is  another  ferious  part  (what  is  not  fo?)  in  this 
affair.     Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  power,  for  which  Mr,  Haf- 

'  tings  contends,  a  power  which  no  fovereign  ever  did,  or 
ever  can  ve/l  in  any  of  his  fuhjefb,  namely,  his  own  fovereign 
authority,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  aft  of  parliament  to  any 
man  or  body  of  men  whatfoever ;  it  certainly  was  never 
given  to  Mr. .  Haftings.  The  powers  given  by  the  a&  of 
*773»  were  formal  and  official ;  they  were  given,  not  to  the 
Governor  General,  but  to  the  major  vote  of  the  board,  as  a 
4>oard,  on  difcvjflion  amongft  themfelves,  in  their  public  cha- 
racter and  capacity ;  and  their  ads  in  that  character  and 
capacity  were  to  be  afcertained  by  records  and  minutes  of 
council.  The  defpotic  adts  exercifed  by  Mr.  Haftings  were 
done  merely  in  his  private  character;  and,  if  they  had  been 
moderate  and  juft,  would  ftill  be  the  acts  of  an  ufurped  au- 
thority, and  without  any  one  of  the  legal  modes  of  proceed- 
ing which  could  give  him  competence  for  the  moft  trivial 
exertion  of  power.*  There  was  no  proportion  or  delibera- 
tion whatfoever  in  council,  no  minute  on  record,  by  circu- 
lation or  otherwife,  to  authorize  his  proceedings.    No  dele- 

-  gation  of  power  to  impofe  a  fine,  or  take  any  ftep  to  deprive 
(he  Rajah  of  Benares  of  his  government,  his  property,  or  bis 
liberty.  The  minutes  of  confultation  aflign  to  his  journey 
a  totally  different  obje&,  duty,  and  destination.  Mr.  Whe- 
ler, at  his  defire,  tells  us,  long  after,  that  he  had  a  confiden- 
tial converfation  with  him  on  various  fubjedb,  of  which 
this  was  the  principal,  in  which  Mr.  Haftings  notified  to  him 
his  fecret  intentions  ;  u  and  that  he  befpotehh  fupport  of  the 
pieaftir*s  which  he  intended  to  purfue  towards  him  (the  Ra- 
jah.)" This  confidential  difcourfe,  and  befpeaking  of  fupport, 
could  give  him  no  power,  in  oppofition  to  an  exprefs  a£t  of 
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parliament,  and  the  whole  tenour  of  the  order  of  the  Couit 
ofDire&ors. 

In  what  manner  the  powers  thus  ufurped  were  employed, 
is  known  to  the  whole  world.  All  the  Houfe  knows,  that  - 
the  defign  on  the  Rajah  proved  as  unfruitful  as  it  was  vio- 
lent. The  unhappy  prince  was  expelled,  and  his  more  un- 
happy country  was  enflaved  and  ruined ;  but  not  a  rupee 
was  acquired.  Inftead  of  treafure  to  recruit  the  Company's 
finances,  wafted  by  their  wanton  wars  and  corrupt  jobbs, 
they  were  plunged  into  a  new  war*  which  (hook  their  power 
in  India  to  its  foundation  ,  and  to  ufe  the  Governor's  own 
happy  fimile,  might  have  diflblved  it  like  a  magic  ftru&ure, 
if  the  tali  fman  had  been  broken. 

But  the  fuccefs  is  no  part  of  my  confideration,  who  (hould 
think  jufl  the  fame  of  this  bufinefs,  if  the  fpoil  of  one  Rajah 
frad  been  fully  acquired,  and  faithfully  applied  to  the  deilruc- 
tion  of  twenty  other  Rajahs.  Not  only  the  arreft  of  the 
Rajah  in  his  palace  was  unneceflarv  and  unwarrantable,  and 
calculated  to  flir  up  any  manly  olood  which  remained  in 
his  fubje&s;  but  the  defpotic  ftyle,  and  the  extreme  info- 
knee  of  language  and  demeanour,  ufed  to  a  perfon  of  great 
condition  among  the  politeft  people  in  the  world,  was  into- 
lerable. Nothing  aggravates  tyranny  fo  much  as  contumely* 
fyficquid fuperbia  in  contumtliis  was  charged  by  a  great  man  of 
antiquity,  as  a  principal  head  of  offence  againft  the  Governor 
General  of  that  day.  The  unhappy  people  were  ftill  more 
infulted.  A  relation,  but  an  enemy  to  the  family,  a  notorious 
robber  and  villain,  called  Uflaun  Sing,  kept  as  a  hawk  in  a 
foew,  to  fly  upon  this  nation,  was  let  up  to  govern  there, 
inftead  of  a  prince  honoured  and  beloved.  But  when  the 
bufinefs  of  infult  was  accompliflied,  the  revenue  was  too  feri- 
ous  a  concern  to  be  entrufted  to  fuch  hands.  Another  Wa* 
Jet  up  in  his  place  as  guardian  to  an  infant. 

But  here,  Sir,  mark  the  effeft  of  all  theft  extratfJinayf 
means,  of  all  this  policy  and  juftiec.  The  revenues  which 
had  been  hitherto  paid  with  fuch  aftonifhing  pun&uality, 
fell  into  arrear.  The  new  prince  guardian  was  depofea 
without  ceremony  ;  and  with  as  little,  caft  into  prifoh. 
The  government  of  that  once-happy  country  has  been  id 
the  utmoft  confuiion  ever  fince  fuch  good  order  was  taktftt  * 
about  it.  But,-  to  complete  the  contumely  offered  to  thit 
undone  people,  and  to  make  them  feel  their  ftrvitude  (n  all 
it*  degradation,  and  all  its  bittcrnefs,  the  goverhtntftf  of 
Their  facred  city,  the  government  of  that  Benares  which 


had 


l 


s* 


*4o  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 178$. 

•  fad  been  fo  refpe&ed  by  Perfian  and  Tartar  conquerors, 
though  of  the  Muflultuan  perfuafion,  that,  even  in  the 
plenitude  of  their  pride,  power,  and  bigotry,  no  raagiftrate 
of  that  feft  entered  the  place,  *pas  now  delivered  over  by 
Englifh  hands  to  a  Mahppietan  ;  and  an  Ali  Ibrahim  Khan 
was  introduced,  under  die  Company's  authority,  with 
power  of  life  ar>4  dc;atb,  into  the  fanftuary  of  the  QcRtu 
religion. 

After  this,  the  taking  off  a  flight  payment,  chearfolly 
made  by  pilgrims  to  a  chief  of  their  own  rites,  was  repre- 
sented as  a  mighty  benefit.  It  remains  only  to  fhew, 
through  the  conduft  in  this  bufinefs,  the  fpirit  of  the  Com- 
pany's government,  and  the  refpeft  they  pay  towards  other 
prejudices  not  lefs  regarded  in  the  Eaft  than  thofe  of  re- 
ligion ;  I  mean  the  reverence  paid  to  the  female  fejr  in  gene* 
ral,  and  particularly  tp  women  of  high  rank  and  condition. 
During  the  general  confufion  of  the  country  of  Gazyporc, 
Panna,  the  mother  of  Cheit  Sing,  was  lodged  with  her 
train  in  a  caftle  called  Bidge  Gur,  in  wfyich  >vere  likewife 
depofited  a  large  portion  of  the  treafures  of  her  fon,  or 
more  probably  her  ownf  To  whomfoever  they  belonged 
was  indifferent ;  for,  though  no  charge  of  rebellion  was 
made  on  tiiis  woman  (which  was  rather  lingular,  as  it  would 
have  coft  nothing)  they  were  refolved  to  fecure  her  with 
her  fortune.     The  caftle  was  befieged  by  Major  Popham. 

There  was  no  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  (bldiers  ill 
paid,  that  foldiers  who  thought  they  had  been  defrauded  of 
their  plunder  on  former  fervices  of  the  fame  kind,  would  not 
have  been  fufficiently  attentive  to  the  fppil  they  were  es- 
prefsly  come  for ;  but  the  gallantry  and  gpnerpfity  of  the 
profeflion  was  juftly  fufpefted*  as  being  likely  tp  fet  bounds 
to  military  rapacioufnefs.  The  Company's  nrft  civil  magi- 
ftrate  difcoyered  the  great  eft  uneafinefs  left  the  women  fhould 
have  any  thing  preferved  to  them.  Terms,  tending  to  put 
fome  reftraint  on  military  violence,  were  granted.  He 
writes  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pophaip,  referring  to  fome  letter 
written  before  tp  the  fame  effeft,  which  I  do  not  reipember 
to  have  feen  ;  but  it  (hews  his  anxiety  pn  tfiis  fubjeft. 
Hear  himfelf :  —  u  I  think  ruery  demand  (he  ha?  rnadc  on 
you,  except  that  of  fafety  and  refpe#  to  her  perfon^  is  on- 
rcafonable.  If  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your 
rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  negotiation,  would  ibon  obtain  you 
the  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend  fhe  will  attempt 
to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  conjidcrable  part  of  their  booty,  by  bei/ij 
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Juffered  to  retire  without  examination*  But  this  is  your  con*» 
ccrn,  not  mine.  I  fhould  be  vcryforry  that  your  officers  and 
foldicrs  loft  any  part  of'  the  reward  to  which  they  arc  fo  well 
entitled  ;  but  you  inuft  be  the  beft  judge  of  the  promifed 
indulgence  to  the  Ranny  :  what  you  have  engaged  for  I 
will  certainly  ratify  ;  but  as  to  fuffering  the  Ranny  to  hold 
the  purgunna  of  Hurlkh,  or  any  other  zemindary,  without 
being  fubjeft  to  the  authority  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands 
what/lever^  or  indeed  making  any  condition  with  her  for  a 
pmrifiotty  1  will  never  eonjent" 

Here  your  Governor  ftimulates  a  rapacious  and  licentious 
foldiery  to  the  perlbnal  fearch  of  women,  left  thele  unhappy 
creatures  fhould  avail  themfelves  of  the  protection  of  their 
lex  to  fecure  any  fupply  for  their  neceffities;  and  he  pofi* 
lively  orders  that  no  flipulation  fhould  be  made  for  any  pro* 
vifion  for  them.  The  widow  and  mother  of  a  prince,  well 
informed  of  her  miferable  fituation,  and  the  caufe  of  it,  a 
woman  of  this  rank  became  a  fuppliant  tQ  the  domeftic  ftr- 
vant  of  Mr.  Haftings;  (they  are  his  own  words  that  I  read) ; 
il  imploring  his  interceffion,  that  fhe  may  be  relieved  from 

a  the  hard/hips  and  dangers  of  her  prefent  fituation  ;  and  offering 
to  furrendcr  the  fort,  and  the  treafure  and  valuable  effecls  con- 

.  taimdin  it,  provided  fhe  can  be  alfurcd  of fafety  and  protection 
to  her  perfon  and  honour ,  and  to  that  of  her  family  and  atten- 
dants." He  is  fo  good  as  to  confent  to  this,  "  provided  fhe 
furrenders  every  thing  of  value,  with  the  refervc  enly  of  luch 
articles  as  you  mall  think  neceffary  to  her  condition,  or  as  you 
ycurff/f  {h*\l  bedifpofed  to  indulge  her  with.  But  fhould  Hie 
refufe  to  execute  the  promife  flic  'has  made,  or  delay  it  be- 
yond thq  term  of  twenty -four  hours,  it  is  my  pofitive  injunc- 
tion, that  you  immediately  put  a  flop  to  any  fanher  mter- 
courfe  or  negotiation  with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it# 
If  fhe  difappohus  or  trifles  with  me,  after  I  have  fubjetted 
rny  Duary  to  the  difgrace  of  returning  ineffectually,  and  of 
colirfe  myfelf  to  difcredit,  I  fhall  cOniider  it  as  a  wanton  af- 
front and  indigniry,  which  I  can  never  forgive  \  nor  will  I 
grant  her  ary  conditions  whatever,  but  leave  her  expoled  zo 
tirt/i  dangers  which  fhe  has  choien  to  nfk,  rather  than  truft 
to  the  clemency  and,  gencrofity  of  our  government.  1  think 
fhe  cannot  be  ignorant  of  thele  conferences,  and  will  not 
venture  tq  incur  them  ;  and  it  is  for  this  realon  1  place  a  de- 
pendance  on  her  offers,  and  have  contented  to  fend  myDuan 
to  her/*  The  dreadful  lecrct  Hinted  at  by  the  merciful  Go- 
c  latter  part  of  the  letter,  is  well  unUerftood  in 
V»l.  XU,  '  I  i  India  1 
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-  India ;  where  thofc  who  fuffer  corporeal  indignities,  gene- 
rally expiate  the  offences  of  others  witH  their  own  blood. 
However,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe,  the  temper  of  the  military 
did,  fome  way  or  other,  operate.  They  came  to  terms 
which  have  never  been  tranfmitted.  It  appears  that  a  fif- 
teenth per  cent,  of  the  plunder  was  referred  to  the  captives, 
of»  which  the  unhappy  mother  of  the  prince  of  Benares  was 
to  have  a  (hare.  This  ancient  matron,  born  to  better  things 
—  [A  laugh  from  certain  young  gentlemen]  —  I  fee  nocaufe 
for  this  mirth.  A  good  author  of  antiquity  reckons,  among 
the  calamities  of  his  time,  Nobilifftmarum  faeminafum  exilia 
etfugas.  I  fay,  Sir,  this  ancient  lady  was  compelled  to  quit 
her  houfe  with  three  hundred  helplefs  women,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  children  in  her  train ;  but  the  lower  fort  in  the  camp 
it  feems  could  not  be  reftraincd.  They  did  not  forget  the 
good  leiTons  of  the  Governor  General.  They  were  unwil- 
ling "  to  be  defrauded  of  a  confiderable  part  of  their  booty, 
by  fuffcring  them  to  pafs  without  examination."  They  exa- 
mined them,  Sir,  with  a  vengeance  ;  and  the  facred  protec- 
tion of  that  awful  character,  Mr.  Haftings's  maitre  d'hotel, 
could  not  fecure  them  from  infult  and  plunder,  ftere  is 
Jopham's  narratiye  of  the  affair: — "The  Ranny  came 
out  of  the  fort,  with  her.  family  and  dependants,  the  iotb, 
at  night,  owing  to  which,  fuch  attention  was  not  paid  to  her 
as  1  wiihed  ;  and  I  am  exceedingly  forry  to  inform  you, 
that  the  liccntioufnifs  of  our  followers  was  beyond  the  bounds  *f 
control ;  for9  notwith/landing  all  I  could  do,  her  people  were  plun- 
dered on  the  road  of  moft  of  the  things  which  they  brought  out  of 
the  fort,  by  which  means  one  of  the  articles  of  furrender  has  been 
much  infringed.  The  diftrefs  I  have  felt  upon  this  occafion 
cannot  be  expreffed,  and  can  only  be  allayed  by  a  firm  per- 
formance of  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  which  1  (hall 
make  it  my  bufinefs  to  enforce." 

After  this  comes,  in  his  due  order,  Mr.  Haftings,  who  is 
full  of  ibrrow  and  indignation,  &c.  &c.  &c.  according  to 
the  belt  and  mod  authentic  precedents  eftablifhcd  upon  luch 
occalions. 

. . .  Mr.  Burke  then  fhewed  that  the  Company  had  derived 
no  fort  of  advantage  from  thefe  afts  of  violence.  He  then 
proceeded  to  ftatc  the  condition  of  6tber.fubje£t  countries.  • . . 

A  great  mailer,  Mr.  Haftings,  has  himlelf  been  at  the 
pains  of  drawing  a  pidture  of  one  of  thefe  countries,  I  mean 
the  province  and  city  of  Farruckabad.  There  i%no  reafon 
to  que  (lion  his  knowledge  of  the  fads;  and  his  authority 

(on 
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(on  this  point  at  leaft)  is  above  all  exception,  as  well  for  the 
ftate  of  the  country,  as  for  the  caufc.  In  this  minute  of 
confutation,  Mr.  Haftings  defcribes  forcibly  the  confe- 
quences  which  arife  from  the  degradation  into  which  we 
have  funk  the  native  government.  "  The  total  want  (fays 
he)  of  all  order,  regularity,  or  authority,  in  his  (the  Na- 
bob of  Farruckabad  s)  government,  and  to  which,  among 
other  obvious  caufes,  it  may  no  doubt  be  owing*  that,  the 
country  of  Farruckabad  is  become  aJtmft  an  entire  wajiep 
without  cultivation  or  inhabitants;  that  the  capital,  which, 
but  a  very  fhort  time  ago,  was  diftinguiihed  as  one  of  the 
moft  populous  and  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindoftan,  ' 
at  prefent  exhibits  nothing  but  Jienes  of  the  moji  wretched po- 
vertyi  defoiation,  and  mifery ;  and  that  the  Nabob  bimjelf9 
though  in  the  poficflion  of  a  trad  of  .country,  which,  with 
only  common  care,  is  notorioufly  capable  of  yielding  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty  lacks,  (three  or 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds)  with  no  military  ejiablljhment 
to  maintain,  fcarcely  commands  the  means  of  a  barejubjjf- 


tence." 


This  is  a  true  and  unexaggeratcd  pi&ure,  not  only  of 
Farruckabad,  but  of  at  leaft  three-fourths  of  thecQuntry 
which  we  poflefs,  or,  rather,  lay  wafte,  in  India.  Now, 
Sir,  the  Houfe  will  be  dclkous  to  know  for  what  porpofe 
this  pifture  was  drawn.  It  was  for  a  purpofe,  I  will  not  fay 
laudable,  but  neceffary,  that  of  taking  the  unfortunate  prince 
and  his  country  out  of  the  hands  of  a  fcqueftrator  fent  thi- 
ther by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  prince 
thus  ruined,  and  to  protett  him  by  means  of  a  Britifh  Refi- 
dent,  who  might  carry  his  complaints  to  the  fuperior  Refi- 
dent  at  Oude,  or  tjranfinit  them  to  Calcutta.  But  mark 
how  the  reformer  perfifted  in  his  reformation.  The  effett 
of  the  meafure  was  better  than  was  probably  expefted. 
The  prince  began  to  be  at  eafe ;  the  country  began  to  re- 
cover ;  and  tbe  revenue  began  to  be  collected.  Thefe  were 
alarming  circumftances.  Mr.  Haft  ngs  not  only  recalled  the 
Refident,  but  he  entered  into  a  formal  itipulation  with  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  never  to  lend  an  Englifh  lubjeft  again  to 
Farruckabad  :  and  thus  the  country,  dofcribed  as  you  have 
heard  by  Mr.  Haftings,  is  given  up  for  ever  to  the  very 
perfons  to  whom  he  had  attributed  us  ruin,  that  is,  to  the 
Sezawals  or  fequeftrators  of  the  Nabob-ot  Oude. 

It  is  only  to  complete  the  view  I  propoiecf  of  the  conduft 
of  the  Company,  with  regard  to  the  dependent  provinces, 

I  i  %  that 
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that  I  Ihall  fay  any  thing  at  all  of  the  Carnatic,  which  is 
the  fcene,  if  poffible^  of  greater  ditbrder  than  the  northern 
provinces.  Perhaps  it  were  better  to  fay  of  this  center  and 
metropolis  of  abufe,  whence  all  the  reft  in  India  and  in 
England  diverge  ;  from  whence  they  are  fed  and  methodiz- 
ed, what  was  fold  of  Carthage— de  Carlbagine  fatm  (ft 
fttere  quam  parum  dicere.  This  country,  in  all  its  denomina- 
tions, is  about  46,000  fquare  miles.  It  may  be  affirmed 
univcrfally,  that  not  one  perfon  of  fubftance  or  property, 
ljnded,  commercial^  or  monied,  excepting  twd  or  three 
bankers,  who  are  necefiary  depoiits  and  diftributors  of  the 
general  fpoil,  is  left  in  all  that  region*  Ip  that  country 
the  moifture,  the  bounty  of  Heaven,  is  given  but  at  a  cer- 
tain feafon.  Before  the  aera  of  our  influence,  the  induftry 
of  man  carefully  hufbanded  that  gift  of  God.  The  Genius 
preferved,  with  a  provident  and  religious  care,  the  precious 
'  depofit  of  the  periodical  rain  in  refer  voirs,  many  of  them 

works  of  royal  grandeur;  and  from  thefc,  as  occafion  de- 
manded, they  fru&ified  the  whole  country.  To  maintain 
thei'e  refervoirs,  and  to  keep  up  an  annual  advance  to  ihe 
cultivators,  for  feed  and  cattle,  formed  a  principal  objed  of 
the  piety  and  policy  of  the  priefts  and  rulers  of  the  Gentu 
religion. 

This  object  required  a  command  of  money;,  and  there 
was  no  Pollam,  or  caftle,  which  in  "the  happy  days  of  the 
Carnatic  was  without  fome  hoard  of  t*cafure,  by  which 
the  governors  were  enabled  to  combat  with  the  irregularity 
1  of  the  feafons,  arid  to  refift  or  to  buy  off  the  invafion  of 
an  enemy,  'n  all  the  cities  were  multitudes  of  merchants 
and  bankers,  for  all  occafions  of  monied  a (Ti (lance  j  and, 
on  the  other  hand*  the  native  princes  were  in  condition  to 
obtain  credit  from  them.  The  manufacturer  was  paid  by 
the  return  of  commodities,  or  by  imported  money,  and 
not,  as  at  prefent,  in  the  taxes  that  had  been  originally 
exacted  from  his  induftry.  In  aid  of  cafuai  diftrefs,  the 
country  was  fuH  of  choultries,  which  were  inns  and  hot* 
pitals/  where  the  traveller  and  the  poor  were  relieved.  AH 
ranks  of  people  had  their  place  in  the  public  concern,  and 
their  (hare  in  the  common  ftock  and  common  profperity  i 
but  the  chartered  rights  of  men,  and  the  right  whicji  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fet  up  in  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  introduced 
«  new  fyftcm.  It  was  their  policy  to  confider  hoards  of 
money  as  crimes ;  to  regard  moderate  rents  as  frauds  on 
the  fovereign;  and  to  view,  in  the  lefler  princes,  any  claim 

of 
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of  exemption  from  more  than  fettled  tribute,  as  an  aft  of 
rebellion.  Accordingly  all  the  caftles  were,  one  after  the 
other,  plundered  and  deftroyed.  The  native  princes  were 
expelled ;  the  hofpitals  fell  to  ruin ;  the  refervoirs  of 
water  went  to  decay ;  the  merchants,  bankers,  and  manu- 
facturers disappeared ;  and  fterility,  indigence,  and  depo- 
pulation, .overfpread  the  face  of  thefe  once-flourifhing 
provinces. 

The  Company  was  very  early  fenfible  of  thefe  mifchiefs,  ■ 
and  of  their  trpe  caufe.  They  gave  precife  orders,  u  That 
the  native  princes,  called  Polygars,  fhould  not  be  extirpated. 
That  the  rebellion  (fo  they  chofe  to  call  it)  of  the  Polygars, 
may,  they  fear,  with  too  much  ju/iice,  he  attributed  to  the 
mal-admtniftration  of  the  Nabob's  colle&ors."  That 
"  they  obferve  with  concern,  that  their  troops  haye  been 
put  to  difagreeablc  fer vices."  They  might  have  ufed  a 
ltronger  expreflion  without  impropriety.  But  they  make 
amends  in  another  place*  Speaking  of  the  Polygars,  the 
Dire&ors  fay,  that  <<  it  was  repugnant  to  humanity  to  force 
them  to  fuch  dreadful  extremities  as  they  underwent"  That 
fome  examples  of  fe verity  might  be  neceflary,  "  when  they 
fell  into  the  Nabob's  hands,"  and  not  by  the  dejhruflion  of  t//e 
country.  "  That  they  fear  his  government  is  none  of  the 
miideft;  and  that  there  is  great  opprejpon  in  ccrtle&ing  his 
revenues."  They  (late,  that  the  wars  in  which  he  has  in- 
volved the  Carnatic,  had  been  a  caufe  of  its  Uiilreiles. 
"  That  thefe  diftrefies  have  been  certainly  great  $  but  thofe 
by  the  Nabob's  opprefjions  we  believe  to  be  greater  than  all." 
Pray,  Sir,  attend  to  the  reafon  for  their  opinion  that  the 
government  of  this  their  inftrument  is  more  calamitous  to 
the  country  than  the  ravages  of  war.  Becaufe,  fay  they, 
hk  oppreifions  are  "  without  intermiffion.  The  others  arc 
temporary ;  by  all  which  opprejfions  we  believe  the  Nabob 
has  great  wealth  in  ftore."  From  this  ftore  neither  he  nor 
they  could  derive  any  advantage  whatsoever,  upon  the  in- 
vafion  of  Hyder  Ali  in  the  hour  of  their  greateft  calamity 
and  difmav. 

It  is  now  proper  to  compare  thefe  declarations  with  the 
Company's  conduit.  The  principal  reafon  which  they 
alHgned  againft  the  extirpation  of  the  Polygars  was,  that  the  * 
weavers  were  protected  in  their  fortretici.  They  might 
have  added,  that  the  Company  itfelf,  which  flung  them  to 
death,  had  been  warmed  in  the  bofom  of  thefe  unfortu- 
nate princes  ;  for,  on  the  taking  of  Madras  by  the  Frenqh, 

it 
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H  Was  in  their  hofpitable  Pollams,  that  mod  of  the  inha- 
bitants found  refuge  and  protection.  Bat,  notwithftasding 
all  thefe  orders,  reafons,  and ,  declarations,  they  at  length 
gave  an  indirect  fondion,  and  permitted  the  ufc  of  a  very 
dire&  and  irrefiftible  force,  to  meafures  which  they  had, 
over  and  over  again,  declared  to  be  falfe  policy,,  cruel,  in-* 
human,  and  oppreffive.  Having,  however,  forgot  all  at- 
tention to  the  princes  and  the  people,  they  remembered 
that  they  bad  fome  fort  of  intereft  in  the  trade  of  the 
country^  and  it  is  matter  of  curio  fity  to  obferve  the  pro- 
tc&ion  which  they  afforded  to  this  their  natural  object. 

Full  of  anxious  cares  on  this  head,  they  dire£t,  "  that 
in  reducing  the  Polygars,  they  (their  fervants)  were  to  [bt 
amtieuS)  not  to  deprive  the  weavers  and  manufacturers  of  the 

fcote&ion  they  often  met  with  in  the  ftrong  holds  of  the 
'olygar  countries }" — and  they  write  to  their  inftrument, 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  concerning  thefe  poor  people  in  a 
moft  pathetic  drain.  "  We  entreat  your  Excellency,  fay 
they,  in  particular,  to  make  the  manufacturers  the  object 
of  your  undtrcjl  care  j  particularly  when  you  root  ©*/  the 
Polygars,  you  do  not  deprive  the  weavers  of  the  protefth* 
$bcy  enjoyed  under  them"     When  they  root  out  the  proteflors 

,  in  favour  of  the  oppreffor,  they  fhew  themfclves  religioufly 
cautions  of  the  rights  of  the  protected.  When  they  extir- 
pate the  (hepherd  and  the  (hepherd's  dogs,  rhey  pioufly  re- 
Commend  the  helplefs  flock  to  the  mercy,  and  even  to  the 
ttndenfl  earey  of  the  wolf.  This  is  the  uniform  ftrain  of 
their  policy,  £ii£tty  forbidding,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftre- 
liuoully  encouraging  and  enforcing,  every  meafure  that 
can  ruin  and  dc  folate  the  country  committed  to  their  charge. 
After  giving  the  Company's  idea  of  the  government  of  this 
their  inftrument,  it  may  appear  fmgulaf,  but  it  .is  perfectly 
cpnrtftent  with  their  fyiterh,  that,  befides  wafting  for  him, 
tt  two  different  times,  the  moft  exquifke  fpot  upon  the 
earth,  Tanjore,  and  all  the  adjacent  countries,  they  have 
even  voluntarily  put  their  town  territory,  that  is,  a  large 
and  fine  country  adjacent  to  Madras,  called  their  Jaghire, 
wholly  out  of  their  protection ;  and  have  continued  to 
farm  their  fubje&s,  and  their  duties  towards  thefe  fubjefl% 
to  that  very  Nabob,  whom  they  themfelves  conftantly  repre- 
fent  as  an  habitual  oppreffor,  and  a  relentlefs  tyrant.    This 

-  they  have  done  without  any  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the 
obje&s  of  oppreflion  for  which  this  prince  has  thought  fit 
to  become  their  renter  •,  for  he  has  again  and  again  told 

them, 
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them,  that  it  is  for  the  fo!e  porpofe  of  exercifing  authority  ,  , 
he  holds  the  Jaghirc  lands  \  and  he  affirms,  and  I  believe 
with  truth,  that  he  pays  more  for  that  territory  than  the  - 
revenues  yield.  This  deficiency  he  muft  make  up  from  bis 
other  territories  ;  and  thus,  in  order  to  furniih  the  means 
of  oppreffing  one  part  of  the  Carnatic,  he  is  led  to  opprcis 
all  the  reft. 

And  now  I  aflc,  whether,  with  this  map  of  mifgorens* 
ment  before  me,  I  can  fuppofe  myfelf  bound  by  my  rote 
to  continue,  upon  any  principles  of  pretended  public  faith, 
tbe  management  of  thefe  countries  in  thofe  hands.  If  I 
kept  fuch  a  faith  (which  in  reality  is  no  better  than  aJMes 
latronum)  with  what  is  called  the  Company,  I  muft  break 
the  faith,  the  covenant,  the  folemn,  original,  indifpenfabfe 
oath,  in  which  I  am  bound,  by  the  eternal  frame  and  con* 
ftitution  of  things,  to  the  whole  human  race. 

As  t  hafre  dwelt  fo  long  on  thefe  who  are  indirectly  un- 
der the  Company's  adminiftration,  I  will  endeavour  to  be 
a  little  ihorter  upon  the  countries  immediately  under  this 
charter  government.  Thefe  are  the  Bengal  provinces. 
The  condition  of  thefe  provinces  is  pretty  fully  detailed  in 
the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Reports,  and  in  theit  Appendixes.  I 
will  fele£t  only  fuch  principles  and  inftances  a6  are  broad 
and  general.  To  your  own  thoughts  I  mall  leave  it,  to 
furntih  the  detail  of  oppreffions  involved  in  them.  I  dull 
ftate  to  you,  as  fhortly  as  I  am  able,  the  condud  of  the 
Company :  firft,"  towards  the  landed  interefts  5  neat,  the 
commercial  interefts  ;  thirdly,  the  native  government ; 
and  laftly,  to  their  own  government. 

Bengal,  and  the  provinces  that  are  united  to  it,  are  larger 
than  the  kingdom  of  France  ;  and  once  contained,  as  France  - 
does  contain,  a  great  and  independent  landed  intereft,  com~ 
pofed  of  princes,  of  great  lords,  of  a  numerous  nobility  and 
gentry,  of  freeholders,  of  lower  tenants,  of  religious  com* 
munities,  and  public  foundations.  So  early  as  1769,  the 
Company's  fervants  perceived  the  decay  into  whicb  thefe 
provinces  had  fallen  under  Englilh  adminiftration,  and 
they  made  a  ftrong  reprefentatioh  upon  this  decay,  and 
what  they  apprehended  to  be  the  caufes  of  it.  Soon  after 
Mr.  Haftings  became  prefident  of-  Bengal.  Inftead  of  a<U 
miniftering  a  remedy,  upon  the  heels  of  a  dreadful  famine,  * 
in  the  year  1772,  the  fugcour  which  the  new  Prefident  and 
the  Council  lent  to  this  afflifted  nation,  was, — fl>all  I  be 
believed  in  relating  it  ?  The  landed  intejeit  of  a  whol*  - 

kingdom, 
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kingdom,  of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to  France,  was  fet 
up  to  public  au&iou !  They  fet  up  (Mr.  Haftings  fet  up) 
the  whole  nobility,  gentry,  and  freeholder^,  to  the  higheft 
bidder.  No  preference  was  given  to  the  ancient  proprie- 
tors. They  mult  bid  againft  every  ufurer,  every  tempo- 
rary adventurer,  every  jobber  and  fchemer,  every  fervant 
of  every  European,  or  they  were  obliged  to  content  them- 
felves,  in  lieu  of  their  extenfive  domains,  with  their  houfe, 
and  fuch  a  penfion  as  the  ftate  auctioneers  thought  fit  to 
aiHgr>.  In  this  general  calamity,  feveral  of  the  nrft  nobi- 
lity thought,  and  in  all  appearance  juftly,  that  they  had 
bettqr  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  this  penfion,  than  continue, 
under  the  name  of  Zemindars,  the  objects  and  inftru- 
ments  of  a  fyftem,  by  which  they  ruined  thear  tenants,  and 
were  ruined  themfelves.  Another  reform  has  fince  come 
upon  the  back  of  the  firii  ;  and  a  penfion  having  been 
aligned  to  thefe  unhappy  perfons,  in  lieu  of  their  heredi- 
tary lands,  a  new  fchemc  of  (economy  has  taken  place,  and 
deprived  them  of  that  penfion. 

The  menial  fervants  of  Englifhmen,  perfons  (to  ufe  the 
emphatical  phrafe  of  a  ruined -and  patient  Eaftern  chief) 
*c  whofe  fathers  they  would  not  have  fet  with  the  dogs  of  tU'r 
Jlock"  entered  into  their  patrimonial  lands.  Mr.  Haitings's 
banian  was,  after  this  auction,  found  po  fie  fled  of  territories 
yielding  a  rent  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pound* 
a  year. 

Such^an  univerfal  profcription,  upon  any  pretence,  ha> 
few  examples.  Such  a  profcription,  without  even  a  pre- 
tence of  delinquency,  has  none.  It  Hands  by  itfclf.  It 
(lands  as  a  monument  to  aflonifii  the  imagination,  t  • 
confound  the  reafon  of  mankind.  I  confefs  to  vou,  when 
I  iiril  came  to  know  this  bufinefs  in  its  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent, my  furprife  did  a  little  fufpend  my  indignation.  I 
was  in  a  manner  ftupified  by  the  defperate  bolduefs  of  a 
few  obfeure  young  men,  who,  havipg  obtained,  by  ways 
which  they  could  not  comprehend,  a  power,  of  which  thry 
faw  neither  the  purpofes  nor  the  limits,  toiled  about,  in- 
verted, and  tore  to  pieces,  as  if  it  were  in  the  gambols  oi  a 
boyifh  unluckinefs  and  malice,  the  mod  eftabliihed  right>, 
.and  tjie  molt  ancient  and  moil  revered  inftitutions,  of  age* 
and  nations.  Sir,  I  will  not  now  trouble  you  with  any  de- 
rail with  regard  to  what  they  have  fince  done  with  thelc 
fame  land3  and  landholders ;  only  to  inform  you,  that 
.nothing  has  been  fufFered  to  fettle  for  two  feafons  togctlut 

upoa 
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upon  any  bafis ;  and  that  tbe  levity  and  inconftancy  of 
thefe  mock  legiflators  were  not  the  lead  affli&ing  parts  of 
the  oppreffions  fuffercd  under  their  afurpation  )  nor  will 
any  thing  give  (lability  to  the  property  of  the  natives*  bat 
an  administration  in  England  at  once  pfoteding  and  ftable. 
The  country  fuftains,  almoft  every  year,  the  miferies  of  a 
revolution.  At  prefent;  all  is  uncertainty^  mifery,  and 
confufion.  There  is  to  be  found  through  thefe  vail  re- 
gions no  longer  one  landed  man,  who  is  a  refource  forvo* 
iuntary  aid,  or  an  obje£k  for  particular  rapine.  Some  of 
them  were,  not  long  fince,  great  princes ;  they  pofleflcd 
treafures,  they  levied  armies.  There  was  a  Zemindar  in 
Bengal,  I  forget  his  name,  that,  on  the  threat  of  an  inva* 
Son,  fupplied  the  Soubah  of  thefe  provinces  with  the  loan 
of  a  million  fterling.  The  family  this  day  wants  credit  for 
a  breakfaft  at  the  bazar. 

I  (hall  now  fay  a  word  or  two  on  the  Company's  care  of 
the  commercial  mtereft  of  thofe  kingdoms.  As  it  appears 
in  the  Reports,  that  perfons  in  the  higheft  ftatictas  in  Ben- 
gal have  adopted,  as  a  fixed  plan  of  policy,  the  deftru&ion 
of  all  intermediate  dealers  between  the  Company  and  the 
manufa&urer,  native  merchants  have  difappeared  of  courfe. . 
The  fpoil  of  the  revenues  is  the  fole  capital  which  pur- ' 
chafes  tbe  produce  and  manufa&ures }  and  through  three 
or  four  foreign  companies  tranfmits  the  official  gains  of  in- 
dividuals* to  Europe.  No  other  commerce  has  an  exiftence 
in  Bengal.  The  tranfport  of  its  plunder  is  the  only  traffic 
of  the  country.  I  wifh  to  refer  you  to  the  Appendix  to  tbe 
Ninth  Report  for  a  full  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Company  have  prote£ted  the  commercial,  interefts  of  their 
dominions  in  the  Eaft. 

In  effe&,  Sir,  every  legal  regular  authority  in  matters  vof 
revenue,  of  political  adminiftration,  of  criminal  law,  of 
civil  law,  in  many  of  the  mod  effential  parts  of  military 
difcipline,  is  laid  level  with  the  ground  *  and  an  oppreffivc, 
irregular,  capricious,  unfteady,  rapacious,  and  peculating 
dtfpotifm,  with  a  direft  difavowal  of  obedience  to  any  au- 
thority at  home,  and  without  any  fixed  maxim,  principle, 
or  rule  of  proceeding,  to  guide  them  in  India,  is  at  prefent 
the  date  of  your  charter  government  over  great  kingdoms. 

As  the  Company  has  made  this  ufe  of  their  truft,  I 
ihould  ill  difch^rge  mine,  if  1  refufed  to  give  my  moft 
chearful  vote  for  the  redrefs  of  thefc  abufes,  by  putting  the 
affairs  of  fo  large  and  valuable  a  pqrt  of  the  interefts  of  this 
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returning  with  yaft  fortunes  to  Europe  in  the  prime  of  life. 
tie  has  then  two  hundred  and'  fifty  of  your  children  as  his 
hoftages  for  your  good  behaviour ;  aod  loaded  for  years,  as 
be  has  been,  with  the  execrations  of  the  natives,  with  the 
cenfures  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  ftruck  and  hlafted 
with  refolutions  of  this  Houfe,  he  {till  remains  the  moft  de- 
fpotic  power  known  in  India.  He  domineers  with  an  over- 
bearing fway  in  the  aflerhblies  of  his  pretended  matters;  and 
\  it  is  thought  in  a  degree  rafli  to  venture  to  name  his  offences 

in  this  Houfe,  even  as  grounds  of  a  legislative  remedy. 
'  On  the  other  hand,  confider  the  fate  of  thofe  who  have  met 
with  the  applaufes  of  the  Directors.  Colonel  Monfonf  one 
'  Of  the  belt  of  men,  had  his  days  Shortened  by  the  applaufes, 
deftitute  of  the  fupport,  of  the  Company,  General  Cla- 
vering,  whofe  panegyric ( was  made  in  every  difpatch  from 
England,  whofe  hearfe  was  bedewed  with  the  tears,  and  hung 
round  with  eulogies  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  burft  an  bo- 
nefl  and  indignant,  heart  at  the  treachery  of  thofe  who  rui- 

Sied  him  by  their  praifes.  Uncommon  patience  and  temper, 
upported  Mr.  Francis  a  while  longer  under  the  baneful  in- 
fluence of  the  Commendation  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  Hi| 
health  however  gave  way  at  length ;  and,  in  utter  defpaif 
he  returned  to  Europe.  At  his  return  the  doors  of  the  India 
Houfe  were  (hut  to  this  man,  who  had  been  the  obied  of 
their  conftant  admiration.  He  has  indeed  efcaped  with  life, 
but  he  has  forfeited  all  expectation  of  credit,  conference, 
party,  and  following.  \\t  may  well  fay/  Me  nema  mmfiro 
fur  erit)  at  que  ideo  Mulli  comes  exeo.  This  man,  whofe  deep 
reach  of  thought,  whofe  large  legiflative  conceptions,  and 
whofe  grand  plans  of  policy,  makes  the  moft  fliinmg  part  of 
pur  Reports,  from  whence  we  have  all  learned  our  leffons,  if 
we  have  learned  any  good  ones ;  this  man,  from  whofe  ma- 
terials thofe  gentlemen  who  have  leaft  acknowledged  it  have 
yet  fpoken  as'  from  a  brief;  this  man,  dri ven:  from  his  em- 
ployment difcountenanced  by  the  Directors,  has  had  no 
other  reward,  And  no  other  diftin$ion,  but  that  inward 
*  funfhine  of  the  foul"  which  a  good  confcience  can  always 
bellow  upon  itfelf.  He  has  not  yet  had  fo  much  as  a  good 
Word,  but  from  a  perfon  too  infignificant  t&  make  any  other 
return  for  the  means  with  which  he  has  been  furnifhed  for 
Informing  his  lhare  of  a  duty  which  is  equally  urgent  on 
us  all.  '".'"' 

Add  to  this,  that  from  the  higheft  in  place  to  the  loweft, 
•every  Britilh  fubjeft,  who  in  obedience  to  the  Company*-* 
'*'  '•  '■    '  orders 
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orders,  has  been  active  in  the  difeqvery  of  peculations,  hat 
been  ruined.  They  have  been  driven  from  India.  When 
they  made  their  appeal  at  home  they  were  not  heard  ;  s 
when  they  attempted  to  return  they  were  Happed.  No 
artifice  of  fraud,  no  violence  of  power,  has  been  omitted, 
to  deftroy  them  in  character  as  well  as  in  fortune. 

Worfe,  far  worfe,  has  been  the  fate  of  the  poor  crea- 
tures, the  natives  of  India,  whom  the  hypocrify  of  the 
Company  has.  betrayed  into  complaint  of  opprefnon,  and 
tffcovery  of  peculation.  The  firft  women  in  Bengal,  the 
Ranni  of  Rajefhahi,  the  Ranni  of  Burdwan,  the  Ranni  of 
Amboa,  by  their  weak  and  thoughtlefs  truft  in  the  Com- 
pany^ honour  and  protection,  are  utterly  ruined :  the  firft 
of  thefe  women,  "a  perfon  of  princely  rank,  and  once  of 
correspondent  fortune,  who  paid  ibove  two  hundred  thou- 
faod  a  year  quit-rent  to  the  ft  ate,  is,  according  to  very 
credible  information,  fo  completely  beggard  as  to  ftand  in 
need  of  tbe  relif  of  alms.  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  the  fe- 
cond  Mulfulman  in  Bengal,  for  having  been  diftinguifhed 
by  the  ill-omened  honour  of  the  countenance  and  protection 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  was,  without  the  pretence  ot 
any  enquiry  whatfoever  into  his  conduct,  ftripped  of  all  his 
employments,  and  reduced  to  the  loweft  condition.  His 
ancient  rival  for  power,  the  Rajah  Nundcomar,  was,  by 
an  infult  on  every  thing  which  India  holds  refpectable  and  * 
fecred,  hanged  in  the  face  of  all  his  nation,  by  the  judges 
yoa  font  to  protect  that  people ;  hanged  for  a  pretended 
crime,  upon  an  ex  poft  fadh  Britifh  aft  of  Parliament,  in 
the  midft  of  his  evidence  again  ft  Mr*  Haftings.  The  ac- 
cufer  they  faw  hanged.  The  culprit,  without  acquittal  or 
enquiry,  triumphs  on  the  ground  of  that  murder  ;  a  murder 
not  of  Nundcpmar  only,  but  of  all  living  teftimony,  and 
even  of  evidence  yet  unborn.  From  that  time,  not  a  com- 
plaint has  been  heard  from  the  natives  againft  their  Gover- 
nors. All  tbe  grievances  of  India  have  found  a  complete 
remedy.   ' 

Men  will  not  look  to  acts  of  Parliament,  to  regulations,  , 

to  votes,  and  refolutions.  No ;  they  are  not  fuch  fools. 
They  will  afk,  what  is  the  road  to  power,  credit,  wealth, 
and  honours  ?  They  will  aft,  what  conduct  ends  in  neglect, 
difgrace,  poverty,  exile,  prifon,  and  gibbet?  Thefe  will 
teach  them  the  courfe  which  they  are  to  follow.  It  is  your 
drftribution  of  thefe  that  will  give  the  character  and  tone 
to  your  government.    All  the  reft  is  mifcrablc  grimace. 

~  This, 
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This,  Sir,  has  been  their  CQddgft ;  and  it  has  been  the 
rcfult  of  the  alteration,  which  was  infenfibly  made  in  their 
Conftitution.     The  change  was  made  infenfibly ;  bat  it  if 
|h>w  firong  and  adult,  and  as  public  and  declared,  as  it  it 
fixed  beyond  ail  power  of  reformation.     So  that  there  is 
none  who  bear*  mf,  that  is  not  aj  certain  as  I  am*  that  the 
Company,  in  the  fcnfe  in  which  it  was  formerly  undcrftood, 
has  no  exigence*    The  aueftion  is,  what  injury  ypu  may 
4q  to  the  Proptietprs  of  India  Rock:  for  there  are  do  fuch 
men  to  be  injured.    If  the  a&ive  ruling  part  of  the  Com- 
pany who  form  the  general  court,  who  nil  the  offices,  am} 
direfl:  the  mcafurcs  (the  reft  tell  for  nothing)  were  perfons 
who  held  their  ftbeK  as  *  means  of  their  fnbfiftenoCj  who 
.        ia  the  part  they  took  were  only  concerned  in  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  for  the  rife  or  fall   of  their  dividend,  it 
would  be  indeed  a  defective  plan  *>f  policy.    The  intereft  of 
the  people  who  are  governed  by  them  would  npt  be  their 
primary  objeft ;  perhaps  a  very  fmall  part  of  their  coofidera- 
\ion  at  all.   But  then  they  might  wel)  be  depended  op,  andt 
pgrbaps,  more  than  perfons  in  other  refpe&s  preferable,  for 
preventing  the  .peculations  of  their  fervajnts  to  their  own 
,  prejudice.    Such  a  body  would  not  eafily  have  left  their 

trajc  as  a  fpoil  to  the  avarice  of  thofe  who  received  their 
wages.  But  now  things  are  totally  reverfed.  The  flock  is 
of  no  value,,  whether  it  be  the  qualification  of  a  Pire&or 
or  Proprietor ;  and  it  is  impofiible  that  it  fhould.  A  t>i« 
fteAor't  qualification  may  be  worth  about  two  thoufand  five 
hundred*  pounds-r~and  the  intereft,  at  eighty  cent,  h  about 
ooe  hundred  and  fiaty  pounds  a  year.  Qf  what  value  is 
that,  whether  it  rife  to  ten,  or  fall  to  fix,  pr  to  nothing,  to 
him  whofe  ion,  before  he  is  in  BengaJ  two  months,  and  tie- 
fore  he  descends  the  fteps  of  the  Council  Chamber,  fells  the 
grant  of  a  (ingle  contrail  for  forty  thoufand  pounds?  Ac- 
cordingly the  ftock.  is  bought  up  in  qqalLfi_cati«s.  Tfcp 
vote  is  xipt  to  prqteft  the  ftpek,  but  the  dock  is  bought,  to 
acquire  the  vote ;  and  the  end  of  the  vote  is  to  cover  and 
fuflport,  againft  Janice,  feme  ma*  of  power  whp  h.a*  made 
an  jpbnoxiou*  fbrtvuoe  in  India ;  or  to  maintain  in  nower 
thofe  who  arc  ft&UftUy  employing  it  in  the  acqujfmon  of 
iuoh  a  /girtuae;  and  to  avail  themfelves  m  return  of  his 
patronage^  that  he  may  fhowcr  the  fpoils  of  the  £*$» 
"  barbaric  pearl  and  gold,*'  on  them,  their  families,  and 
dependents.  So  Ahat  all  the  relations  of  (be  Company 
not  Qnjy  changed*  but  inverted.    Jkt  fexvants  ia  Mil 
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riot  appfciffifed  by  the  Directors*  but  the  DireAof 9  are  chofen 
by  th*ok  The  tratfc  is  taVrifld  on  with  their  tapltala, 
lo  them  the  tt  Venues  of  thte  etna n  try  a*e  mortgaged.  The 
feat  of  the  fopreme  powetr  is  in  Caltutta.  The  hoofe  iti 
Leadenhall-ftreet  is  nothing;  rfiore  than  a  change  for  theft- 
agents,  fa&ors,  and  deputies,  to  meet  id,  to  take  care  of 
their  «flakt,  and  fapport  theft  hiterfts ;  and  this  fo  avowed^ 
ly,  that  we  fee  the  know*  agents  of  the  delinquent  ftrvattts 
marfbafling  and  disciplining  their  forces,  and  the  prime 
Jpokeftnen  in  aH  their  aflemblies* 

. . .  He  then  (hewed  tit  large  the  bold  and  fucceftful  refif- 
tance  made  by  the  Company  to  the  endeavours  of  Parlia- 
ment tb  reform  their  fervants. .  • . 

I  therefore  conclude,  fays  he,  what  you  all  conclude, 
that  this  bady-,  being  totally  perverted  from  the  purpofes  of 
its  institution,  is  utterly  incorrigible :  and  becaufe  they  am 
incorrigible,  both  in  contact  and  conftitution,  power  ought 
to  be  taken  otft  of  their  hattds ;  juft  on  the  fame  principles 
*n  Which  have  been  made  all  the  juft  changes  and  revolutions 
fcf  government  that  have  taken  place  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  world. 

I  Will  now  fay  a  few  words  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
plan  Which  is  let  up  again  ft  that  of  my  right  honourable 
friend.     It  is  to  Yc-cortmiit  the  government  of  India  to  the 
Cottrt  0f  Director*.     Thcffe  Who  would  commit  the  refor- 
matioft  of  India  to  the  deftroyers  of  it,  are  the  enemies  to 
that  reformation*     They  would  make  a  diftinftion  between 
Dire&tfm  and  Proprietors,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things*  does  not,  cannot  efcift.    But  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman fays,  he  wouM  keep  the  prefent  government  of  India 
in  the  Court  of  Directors  ;  and  would,  to  curb  them,  pro- 
vide ialntary  regulations ;  *—  wonderful !  That  is,  he  would 
appfcfat  the  old  offender*  tb  corrcft  the  old  offences  •  and  he 
would  fender  the  vicious  and  the  foolifh  wife  and  virtuous, 
by  falotary  regulations.     He  would  appoint  the  wolf  as 
guardian  6f  the  (heep ;  but  hie  has  invented  a  curious  muz- 
zle, by  which  this  protecting  wolf  (hall  not  be  able  to  open 
his  jawt  above  an  inch  or  twb  at  the  utmoft  :  thus  his  work . 
is  finifhed.    But  I  tell  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
controlled  depravity  is  ndt  innocence  j  and  that  ft  is  not  the 
labour  of  delinquency  in  chains,  that  will  cotreft  abufes. 
I     Will  thefe  gentlemen  fef  the  direftion  'animadvert  on-  the 
panne*  «f  their  own  gnflt }  Never  did  a  ferious  plan  of 
amending  of  any  44  tyMtptal  'cftabliflvmtftt  propote  the 
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authors  and  abettors  of  the  abufes  as  the  reformers  of  them. 
If  the  undone  people  of  India  fee  their  oppreflbrs  in  con- 
firmed power,  even  by  the  reformation,  tlicy  will  cxpefi 
nothing  but  what  they  witl  certainly  feel,  a  continuance,  or 
rather,  an  aggravation,  of  all  their  ftfrmer  fufferings;  They 
look  to  the  feat  of  power,  and  to  the  perfons  who  fill  it ; 
'and  they  defpife  thofe  gentlemen's  regulations  as  much  as 
the  gentlemen  do  who  talk  of  them* 

But  there  is  a  cure  for  every  thing.  Take  away,  fay 
they,  the  Court  of  Proprietors*  and  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors will  do  their  duty.  Yes  •,  as  they  have  done  it  hitherto. 
That  the  evils  in  India  have  folely  arifen  from  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  is  grofsly  falfc.  In  many  of  them,  the  Direc- 
tors were  heartily  concurring ;  in  moft  of  thent  they  were 
encouraging,  and  fometimes  commanding ;  in  all  tbey  were 
conniving. 

But  who  are  to  chufe  this  well-regulated  and  reforming 
Court  of  Directors ?  Why,  the  very  Proprietors  who  are 
excluded  from  all  management  for  the  abufe  of  their  power. 
*  They  will  chufe  undoubtedly,  out  of  themfelves,  men  like 
themfelves ;  and  thofe  who  are  moft  forward  in  rcfifting 
your  authority,  thofe  who  are  moft  engaged  in  faction  or 
intereft  with  the  delinquents  abroad,  will  be  the  objects  of 
their  felection.  But  gentlemen  fay,  that  when  this  choice 
is  made,  the  Proprietors  are  not  to  interfere  with  the  Direc- 
tors, whilft  thofe  Directors  are  bufy  in  the  control  M  their 
common  patrons  and  matters  in  India.  No,  indeed  ^be- 
lieve they  will  not  de(ire  to  interfere.  1  hey  will  chufe 
thofe  whom  they  know  may  betrufted,  fafely  trufted,  to  aft 
in  ftrict  conformity  to  their  common  principles,  manners, 
meafures,  interefts,  and  connections.  They  will  want  nei- 
ther monitor  nor  control.  It  is  not  eafy  to  chufe  men  to  act 
in  conformity  to  a  public  intereft  againft  their  private-:  but 
a  fure  dependance  may  be  had  on  thofe  who  arc  chofen  to 
forward  their  private  intereft,  at  the  expence  of  the  public. 
But  if  the  Directors  fhouJd  flipj  and  deviate  into  rectitude, 
the  punifhment  is  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Court ;  and 
it  will  furely  be  remembered  to  them  at  their  next  election. 

If  the  government  of  India  wants  no  reformation ;  buc 
gentlemen  are  amufing  themfelves  with  a  theory,  conceiving 
a  more  democratic  or  ariftocratic  mode  of  government  for 
thefe  dependancics,  or  if  they  are  in  a  difpute  only  about  pa- 
tronage, the  difpute  i$  with  me  of  fo  little  concern,  that  I 
Jfrould  not  take  the  paint  to  vtter  an  affirmative  or  jcgarj ve  10 
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any  prppoEtioo  in  it.  if  it  be  only  for  a  theoretical  amufc* 
raent,  that  they  are  to  propofe  a  bill,  the  thing  is  at  bcft  iri- 
vofons  and  unneccfTary*  3ut  if  the  Company's  government 
is  not  only  full  of  abufe,  but  is  one  of  the  moil  corrupt  And 
deftruftiye  ty  tapnie*  that  probably  ever  exifted  in  the  world, 
(as  I  am  fore'  it  is)  what  a  cruel  mockery  would  it  be  in  me, 
a?d  in  thole  who  think  like  /nacy  to  propole  this  kind  of  re- 
medy for  this  k\o4  of  c#  il ! 

I  now  come  to  the  third  objection,  That  this  bill  will  in* 
*peafe*he  influence  .of  tlje  Crowp,  An  honourable  gentle- 
man ba$  demanded  of  njc,  whether  J  was  in  earned  when  I 
poopofcd  to  this  Houfe  a  plan  for  the  red.uftjon  ot  that  inflo- 
cucr.  Indeed,  fcir,  I  waa  much,  very  much,  in  earocft* 
My  heart  vu  deeply  concerned  in  it ;  an<j  I  hope  the  public 
has  not  lolk  thectfeit  of  it.  How  far  my  judgment  waa 
right,  for  ^hat  concerned  perfonal  fayour  and  confequencc 
to  myfelf,  I  (hall  not  prcfujpe  to  determine  f  nor  is  its  efieft 
ypon  mr of  any  moment,  Jlut  as  to  this  bill,  whether  it  in* 
ercafes  the  influence  of  the  prown  or  not,  is  a  queftion  { 
fliould  he  Shamed  to  afc.  If  I  am  i)ot  able  to  cor  red  a 
fyftem  of  oppreffion  and  Jtyrajuiy,  that  goes  to  the  utter  jruin 
of  thirty  millions  of  my  fellow  creatures  and  fellow  fub- 
jeAs,  but  by  fwie  iacreafe  to  tfre  influence  of  the  Crown, 
I  am  nepdy  here  to  declare,  that  1,  who  have  been  a£Hve  to 
reduce  it,  ttiall  be  at  leaft  as  active  and  ftrenyous  to  reftore  it 
fgain.  I  ani  np  lover  of  names ;  I  contend  for  the  fubftance 
of  good  and  proteftipg  goyernmeat,  Jet  it  con^e  from  what 
quarter  it  will.  t 

But  I  am  Dot  obliged  to  have  recoiwfe  to  this  expedient; 
(»ucb,  very  much,  the  contrary.  I  am  fure  that  the  influx 
ence  of  the  Crowp  wil}  by  no  means  aid  a  reformation  of 
this  kind. j  which  can  neither  be  originated  qor  fupporfted,  but 
by  the  pocortfupt  public  virtue  of  the  rcprefentativci  of  the 
people  of  England.  J-et  it  once  get  ipto  the  ordinary  courio 
of  administration,  and  to  me  all  hope*  of  ptfortpajugn  ait 
gone.  .  I  atp  far  from  knowing  or  believing,  that  this  bill 
will  inc*eafe  the  influence  of  the  Crpwq*  We  all  know, 
lh?t  the  Crow/)  ha*  pyer  had  fomc  influence  in  the  Court  qf 
Direftors  ;  and  that  it  ha*  beeg  extremely  iocreafed  by  \hc 
a$a  of  1773  **4  I7^pf  The  geqt^r^ca  who,  at  par;  of 
iheir.  reformation,  propofe  'if. (imp  a&iye  control  on.  thp  % 
fart  of  the  Qvqwq,"  which  is  to  put  the  Dire&ors  ur>dcr  a 
Secretajy  of.  State,  fpecially  named  for  that  purpofe,  muft 
kpowj  Jhat  ib/df  pirie$  will  increafe  it  farther,  \  $ut  that 
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old  inftuencfe  has  had,  and  the  new  trill  have,  incurable  m- 
ednveniencet,  which  cannot  happen  under  the  parliamentary 
cftablilhtaent  propolfcd  in  this  bilU  An  honourable  geatle- 
itaan,  (Governor  Johnftone)  not  now  in  fail  place,  bat  who 
%h  well  Acquainted  with  the  Indi*  Company,  and  by  no 
meant  a  friend  to  this  bill,  ha*  told  you,  that  a  miniflcrial 
influence  has  always  been  predominant  in  that  body*  and 
•  that,  to  make  the  Dire&ors  pliant  to  their  purpofes,  Mini- 
fters  generally  caoied  perfons  meanly  qualified  lobe  chofcn 

5)ire&ort.  According  to  his  ide*?  to  fetur*  tubferVieocy, 
bey  fubmrttcd  the  Company's  affiutt  to  the  <faeftion  of  in* 
cecity.  This  was  to  ruin  the  Compfcuiy,  i»  order  to  go* 
Tern  it.  *  This  was  certainly  influence  in  the  very  wwft 
form  in  which  it  conld  appear.  At  beflr  ft  was  clandeftkte 
and  irrcfponfible.  Whether  thfr  Was  done  fd  much  upon 
ftftctn,  as  that  gentleman  fuppgfa,  I  greatly  doubt.  .  But 
filch  in  eflfeft  the  operation  of  GoVernftitnt  bh  tkat  Court 
tftqtfeftionabty  was ;  and  foch,  under  a  fimihrtonftinitioft, 
ft  %SH  be  for  ever.  ,  Miriifters  moil  be  wholly  removed  from 
fte  management  of  the  afflurs  of  India,  or  they  win  have 
*n  irifidfence  in  its  )>atron<rge.  The  thing  is  inevitable. 
Their  fcheme  of  a  new  Secretary  of  State,  "with  a  mote 
Vigorous  xon<rt>Vr  is  not  modi  better  than  a  repetition  of 
the  ttfeafure  which  we  know  by  experience  will  not  do. 

Since  the  year  1773,  an<* thc  I**1"  I7f°>  *e  Company  fa* 
been  tinder  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  5 
tad  wt  tad  then  three  Secretaries  of  State.  If  mote  than 
this  is  done,  then  they  annihilate  the  direction  which  they 
fttttfcnd  to  fopport ;  and  theV  augment  the  influence  of  the 
Grown,  of  whole  gtoWth  tbey  afffeft  fo  great  an  horn*. 
Put  in  tVuth  thh  fchemt  of  reconciling  a  dirtftien,  realty 
fend  truly  ddibemiw,  frith  an  office  *Mty  and  fabftantially 
icbntioUtng,  fee  fort  of  machinery  that  can  be  kept  ib  o> 
fer  but  &  Very  (hoit  time.  Either  the  Direflor*  Will  dwm* 
We  into  *terKt»  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  hitherto  hhs 
Wen  the  tourfe,  will  leave  every  thing  tb  thenS,  ofteft 
dJroOgfi  defign,  often  through  negleA.  If  both  fhould  af* 
«bft  tftivhy,  cotluftao,  Drocraftintttoth  delay,  tad,  lb  ** 
Vl*l,  uKercotrfufiotttnuftthfue, 

B*H  Wr,  *h*re  h  mot  kind  of  influence  far  Mfcttr  tilt 
*fcht  of  1$e  ttttntaation  to  office.  This.  ge«t!*c$*-ttt  apptfr 
(Won  hate  totfcHy  overlooked,  although  ft  now  ettfia  ioi» 
f nil  vigour ;  and  it  frill  do  ft,  opoft  their'fchemfe,  in  it  tetft 
tetou^f<^*Mt**tno*t    That  fattcftee  kbit  Itil  cms 
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up  by  the  roots ;  I  mean  the  tnflutnee  of  prote&m.    I  (halt  , 

explain  myfclf :  The  office  given  to  *  young  man  going  to 
India,  is  of  trifling  confequence :  trot  ne  that  goes  oat  an 
wfignificant  boy,  id  a  few  years  returns  a  great  Nabob* 
Mr.  Haftings  fays,  be  has  \wo  hundred  and  fifty  of  that 
kind  of  raw  material^,  who  expeft  to  be  fpeedly  roanoftc- 
tored  into  the  merchantable  quality  1  mention.  One- of  * 
thefe  gentlemen,  fuppofe*  returns  hither,  loaded  With  odium 
and  with  riches.  When  he  comes  to  England,  he  comes  at  ' 
to  a  prifon,  or  as  to  a  fanftuary ;  and  either  are  ready  for 
him,  according  to  his  demeanor.  What  is  the  influence  in 
the  grant  of  any  place  in  India,  to  that  which  is  acquired 
by  the  protection  or  coinpromife  with  foch  guilt,  and  with 
the  command  of  fuch  riches,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
hopes  and  fears  which  power  is  able  to  hold  out  to  tt€rf 
man  in  that  condition  ?  That  man's  whole  fortune,  half  a 
million  perhaps,  becomes  an  tuftrument  of  influence,  with- 
out a  fhiliing  of  charge  to  the  Civil  Lift ;  and  the  influx  of  m 
fortunes,  which  ftand  in  need  of  this  protection,  is  conti* 
oual :  it  works  both  ways ;  it  influences  the  delinquent,  and 
it  may  corrupt  the  Miniftcr.  Compare  the  influence  ac- 
quired by  appointing,  for  inftance,  even  a  Governor  Ge«, 
neral,  and  that  obtained  by  protecting  him.  I  (hall  puft* 
this  no  farther  :  but  t  with  gentlemen  to  roll  it  a  little  in 
their  own  minds. 

The  bill  before  you  cuts  off  this  fource  of  influence.  It* 
defign  and  main  icope  is  to 'regulate  the  adtniniftration  of 
India,  upon  the  principles  of  a  Court  of  Judicature ;  and 
to  exclude,  as  far  as  human  prudence  can  exclude,  all  pof- 
fibility  of  a  corrupt  partiality,  in  appointing  to  office  or 
fupporting  in  office,  or  covering  from  enquiry  and  punifh~ 
incnt,  any  perfon  who  has  abufed  or  fhall  abufe  his  author 
rity.  At  the  board,  as  appointed  and  regulated  by  this  bill, 
reward*  and  puniihment  cannot  be  fhifted  and  reverfed  by  m 
whifper. v  That  commiffion  becomes  fatkl  to  cabal,  to  in- 
trigue, and  to  fecret  reprcfentarion,  thofe  inftruments  of 
the  ruin  of  India.  He  that  cuts  off  the  means  of  prema- 
ture fortune,  and  the  power  of  protecting  it  when  acquired, 
ftrifces  a  deadly  blow  at  the  great  fund,  the  Bank,  the 
capital  flock  of  Indian  influence,  .which  cannot  be  tcftcd  ; 
anywhere,  or  in  any  hands,  without  moft  dangerous  coa* 
fcouences  to  the  public.  s  ^ 

The  third  and  contradictory  ebjedjon  is,  that  this  bill 
does  not  incrcafc  the  influence,  of  the  Oewn*    On  fht 
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contrary,  that  the  jutt  power  of  the  Crown  will  be  lcffen- 
cd,  and  transferred  to  the  vfe  of  a  party,  by  giving  the 
patronage  of  India  to  a  coromiflion  nominated  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  independent  of  the  Crown.  The  contradiction 
is  glaring,  and  it  has  been  too  well  expofed  to  make  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  me  to  infift  upon  it.  But  paffipg  the  contradic- 
tion, .and  taking  it  without  any  relation,  of  all  objection* 
that  is  the  molt  extraordinary.  Do  no.  gentlemen  know, 
that  the  Crown  has  not,  at  prefenr,  the  grant  of  a  (ingle 
office  under  the  Company,  civil  or  military,  at  home  or 
abroad  i  So  far  a6  the  Crown  is  concerned,  it  is  certainly 
rather  a  gainer ;  for  the  vacant  offices  in  the  new  cowmiflion 
are  to  be  filled  up  by  the  King. 

It  is  argued,  as  a  part  of  the  bill,  derogatory  to  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown,  that  the  commiflioners  named  in 
the*  bill  are  to  continue  for  a  fhort  term  of  years,  (too  (hort 
in  my  opinion) ;  and  becaufe,  during  that  time,  they  are 
not  at  the  mercy  of  every  predominant  faction  of  the  Court* 
Does  not  this  objection  lie  againft  the  prelcnc  Directors; 
none  of  whom  are  named  by  the  Crown,  and  a  proportion 
of  whom  hold  for  this  very  term  of  four  years  )  Did  it  not 
lie  againft  the  Governor  General*  and  Council,  named  in  the 
a&  of  1773,  w^°  wcrc  inverted  by  name,  as  the  prefent 
CommiJfioncrs  are  to  be  appointed  in  the  body  of  the  aft  of 
Parliament,  who  were  to  hold  their  places  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  were  not  removable  at  the  difcrction  of  the 
Crown  i  Did  it  not  lie  againft* the  re-appointment,  in  the 
year  1780,  upon  the  very  fame  terms  r  Yet,  at  none  of 
thefe  times,  whatever  other  objections  the  fcheme  might  be 
liable  to,  was  it  luppofed  to  be  a  derogation  to  the  juft  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  that  a  commiffion,  created  by  act 
of  Parliament,  fhould  have  its  foembers  named  by  the  au- 
thority which  called  it  into  exiftencc  ?  This  is  not  the  dif- 
pofal  oy  Parliament  of  any  office  derived  from  die  authority 
of  the  Crown,  or  now  difpofable  by  that  authority.  It  is 
'  fo  far  from  being  any  thing  new,  violent,  or  alarming,  that 
I  do  not  recollect,  in  any  parliamentary  compuflion,  down 
to  the  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Land  tax,  that  it  has  ever  been 
orherwife. 

*  The  objection  of  the  tenure  for  four  yeari  is  an  objection 
to  all  places  that  are  not  held  during  pleafure  ;.  but  in  that 
objection  I  pronounce  the  gentlemen,  from  my  knowledge 
Of  their  completion,  and  of  their  principles,  to  be  per* 
ferctly  in  carncft.    The  party  (fay  theic  gentlemen}  of 

the 
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the  Mioifter  who  propofes  this,  fcheme  will*  be  rendered 
powerful  by  it ;  for  rut  will  name  his  party-friends  to  the 
commiffion.  This  objection  agai nft  party  is  a  party  objec- 
tion ;  and  in  this  too  thefe  gentlemen  are  perfectly  feriousj 
They  fee  that  if,  by  any  intrigue,  they  fhould  fucceed  to 
office,  they  will  lofc  the  clandeftinc  patronage,  the  true  in- 
ftrument  of  clandeftine  influence,  enjoyed  in  the  name  of 
fubfervient  Directors,  and  of  wealthy  trembling  Indian  de- 
linquents. But  as  often  as  they  are  beaten  off  this  ground, 
they  return  to  it  again.  The  Min'rfter  will  name  his  friends, 
and  perfons  of  his  own  party..    Who  fhould  he   name  ?  * 

Should  he  name  his  adverfaries  ?  Should  he  name  thole  • 
whom  he  cannot  truft  ?  Should  he  name  thofe  to  execute  his 
plans,  who  are  the  declared  enemies  to  the  principles  of  his 
reform  ?  His  char  after  is  here  at  (lake.  If  be  propofes  for 
his  own  ends  (but  he  n;ver  will  propofe)  fuch  names  as, 
from  their  want  of  rank,  fortune,  charaQer,  ability,  or 
knowledge,  are  likely  to  betray  or  to  fall  fhort  of  the  it 
truft,  he  is  in  an  independent  Houfe  of  Commons ;  in  an 
Houfe  of  Commons  which  has,  by  its  own  virtue,  deftroyed 
the  inftrurfients  of  parliamentary  fubfervience.  This  Houfe  ' 
of  Commons  would  not  endure  the  found  of  fuch  names* 
He  would  perifh  by  the  means  which  he  is  fuppofed  to 
purfuc  for  the  fecurity  of  his  power.  The  firft  pledge  he 
mnfl  give  of  his  fincerity  in  this  great 'reform  will  be  iot 
the  confidence  which  ought  to  be  repofed  in  thofe  names* 

For  my  part,  Sir,  in  this  bufinefs,  I  put  all  indireft  con* 
federations  wholly  out  of  my  mind.  My  fole  queftion,  on 
each  claufe  of  the  bill,  amounts  to  this  :  Is  the  meafurc  pro-* 
poled  required  by  the  neceflkies  of  India  ?  I  cannot  content 
totally  to  lofe  fight  of  the  real  wants  of  the  people  who  are 
the  ohjefts  of  it,  and  to  hunt  after  every  matter  of  party 
fquabble  that  may  be  ftarted  on  the  feveral  provifions.  On 
the  queftion  of  the  duration  of  the  commiflion,  I  am  cleat 
and  decided.  Can  I,  can  any  one,  who  has  taken  thq 
fmalleft  trouble  to  be  informed  concerning  the. affairs  of  In- 
dia, amufe  himfelf  with  fo  {trance  an  imagination,  as- that  <, 
the  habitual  defpotifm  and  opprefnon,  that  the  monopolies, 
the  peculations,  the  oniverfal  deftrudioa  of  all  the  legal  au» 
thority  of  this  kingdom,  which  have  been  for  twenty  year* 
maturing  to  their  prefent  enormity,  combined  with  the  dis- 
tance of  the  fcene,  the  boldnefs  and  artifice  of  delinquents, 
their  combination,  their  excelfive  wealth)  and  the  raftion 
they  have  mado  io  England*  can  be.  fully  corrected  iq-  *> 
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fhqrtcr  term  than  four  years  ?  None  has  hazarded  focfa  an 
afiertion— none,  who  has  a  regard  for  bis  reputation,  will 
hazard  it, 

hir,  the  gentlemen,  whoever  they  are,  who  (hall  ~be  ap- 
pointed to  this  cornmiffion,  have  an  undertaking  of  magni- 
tude on  their  hands,  and  their  ft  ability  muft  not  only  bef 
but  it  mull  be  thought^  real ;  and  who  is  it  will  believe, 
that  any  thing  /hort  of  an  eftablifliment  made,  fupported-, 
and  fixed  in  its  duration*,  with  all  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, can  be  thought  fee u re  of  a  reafonabte  liability  ?  the 
plan  of  my  honourable  friend  is  the  reverfe  of  that  of  reform- 
ing" by  the  authors  of  the  abufe.  The  beft  we  could  expe& 
from  them  is,  thdt  they  ihould  not  continue  their  ancient 
'pernicious  activity.  To  thofe  we  could  think  of  nothing 
hut  applying  control;  as  we  are  fure,  that  even  a  regard  to 
their  reputation  (if  any  fuch  thing  exifls  in  themj  would 
oblige  them  to  cover,  to  conceal,  to  fupprefs,  and  cortfe* 
<)uently  to  prevent,  all  cure  of  the  grievances  of  India.  For 
what  can  be  difcovered,  which  is  not  to  their  difgrace? 
every  attempt  to  correal  an  abufe  would  he  a  fatire  00  their 
former  administration.  Every  man  they  fhould  pretend  to 
call  to  an  account,  would  be  round  their  instrument  or  their 
accomplice.  They  can  never  fee  a  beneficial  regulation;  hut 
with  *-  view  to  defeat  it.  The  fhorter  the  tenure  df  fuch 
pertens,  the  better  would  be  the  chance  of  fame  amendment. 

But  the  fyftem  of  the  bill  is  different.  It  calls  in  perfons 
no  wife  concerned  with  any  a&  cenfured  by  Parliament; 
perfons  generated  with,  ana  for  the  reform  of. which  they 
are  themfelves  the  moil  effentiaj  part.  To  thefe  the  chief 
segulattont  in  the  bill  are  helps,  not  fetters;  they  are  autho- 
rities to  AippoBt,  not  regulations  to  reflrain  them.  From 
thefe  we  fcxpeft  zeal,  firmnefs,  and  unremitted  aAivity. 
Their  duty,  their  charaAer,  binds  them  to  proceedings  of 
Tfgoar;  and  they  ought  to  have  a  tenure  in  .their  office  which 
precludes  all  fear, .  whilft  they  are  a&ing  up  to  the  purporfe* 
^  «f  *heir  tiuft ;  a  tenure  without  which,  none  will  undertake 

plans  that  require  a  feries  and  fyftem  of  alts.  When  they 
know  that  chty  cannot  be  whifpered  out  of  their  duty,  that 
•heir  public  conduft  cannot  be  cenfiired  without  0  pbtic 
difetvOVoa  1  that  *  he  Schemes  which  they  have  bectin  w*U  not 
he  committed  to  thofe  who  will  have  an  intereS  and  credit 
in  deftpring  thmn ;  then  we  may  entertain  hopes.'  Tbttt- 
*  sure  ia  fofiiaur  years,  or  during  their  good  behaviour.  That 
foot  fchayimr  <s  as  long  aithey  ace  true  to  the  principle 
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of  die  bill;  and  the  judgment  is  in  either  Houfe  of  Parlia* 
meat.  This  is  the  tenure  of  your  judges;  and  the  valuable 
principle  of  the  bill  is,  to  make  a  judicial  adminiftration  for 
India.  It  is  to  give  confidence  in  the  execution  of  a  duty* 
which  requires  as  much  perfeverance  and  fortitude  as  cao 
fall  to  the  lot  of  any  that  is  born  of  woman. 

As  to  the  gain  by  party,  from  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's hill,  let  it  be  /hewn,  that  this  fuppofed  party 
advantage  is  pernicious  Co  its  objeft,  and  the  objection 
will  be  of  weight;  but  until  this  is  done,  and  this  has  not 
been  attempted,  I  ihall  confider  the  Tole  objection,  from  its 
tendency  to  promote  the  intereft  of  a  party,  as  altogether 
contemptible.  The  kingdom  is  divided  into  parties,  and  it 
ever  his  been  fo  divided,  and  it  ever  vWl  be  fo  divided  j  and 
if  no  fyftem  for  relieving  the  fubje&s  of  this  kingdom  from 
oppreiEon,  and  (hatching  its  affairs  from  ruin,  can  be  adopted*, 
until  it  is  demonftrated  that  no  party  can  derive  an  advan- 
tage from  it,  no  good  can  be  done  in  this  country.  If  party 
is  to  derive  an  advantage  from  the  reform  of  India,  (whicn 
is  more  than  I  know,  or  believe)  it  ought  to  be  that  party 
which  alone,  .in  this  kingdom,  has  ks  reputation,  nay  its 
very  being,  pledged  to  the  protection  and  preservation  of 
that  part  of  the  empire.  Great  fear  is  expreited,  that  the 
commiffioners  named  in  this  bill  will  fhew  feme  regard  to  * 
Minrfter  out  of  place.  To  men  made  like  the  objectors,  tbtt 
muft  appear  criminal.  Let  it  however  be  remembered  by 
others,  that  if  the  commiffiotiers  fliould  be  his  friends,  they 
cannot  be  his  Haves.  But  dependants  are  not  in  a  condition 
to  adhere  to  friends,  nor  to  principles,  nor  to  any.  uniform 
line  of  conduct.  They  may  begin  cenfort,  and  be  obliged 
to  end  accomplices.  They.  may.  be  even  put  under  the  di- 
rection of  thofe  whom' they  were  appointed  t6  "punifli* 

The  fourth  and  laft  objection  is,  that  the  bill  will  hurt 
public  credit.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  requires  ah  an- 
fwer.  But  if  Ft  does,  look  to  your  foundations.  The  (ink- 
ing fund  is  the  pillar  of  credit  in  this  country ;  and  let  it 
not  be  forgot,  that  the  diftrefles,  owing  to  the  ffliftnana^e. 
roent  Of  the  Efcft-Iftdia  Company,  'have  already  taken  a  mil- 
lion from  that  ftmd  by  the  non-payment  of  duttes.  Thfe 
bills  drawn  upon  the  Company,  which  are  about  four  mil- 
lions, cannot  be  accepted  without  the  content  of  the  trea- 
sury. Tlte  treafury,  afting  witter  a  parliamentary  troft  anil 
authority,  pledges  the  pubhc  for  thefe  millibn*.  If  tbeV 
pledge "tfe  public,  the  public  muft  have  a  feeurity  in  its 
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hands  for  the  management  of  this  intereft,  or  the  national 
(credit  is  gone.  For  otherwise  it  is  not  only  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  which  is  a  great  intereft,  that  is  undone,  bur, 
clinging  to  the  fccurity  of  all  yptjr  funds*  it  drags  down 
the  reft,  and  the  whole  fabric  perifhes  in  one  ruin.  If  this 
bill  does  not  provide  a  direftion  of  integrity  and  of  ability 
competent  to  that  truft,  the  ohjedioa  is  fatal.  If  it  does, 
public  credit  muft  depend  on  the  lupport  of  the  hill. 

It  has  been  faid,  if  you  violate  this  charter,  what  fecurity 
has  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  in  which  public  credit  is  fo 
deeply  concerned,  and  even  the  charter  of  London,  in  which 
fhe  rights  of  fo  many  fubjedts  are  involved?  I  anfwer,  in 
the  like  cafe  they  have  no  fecurity  at  all— tNo — no  fecurity 
at  all.  If  the  Bank  fhould,  by  every  fpecies  of  mifmanage- 
tnent,  fall  into  a  ftate  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company ;  if  it  fhould  be  oppreflfed  with  demands  it  could 
not  anfwer,  engagements  which  it  could  not  perform,  and 
with  bills  for  which  it  could  not  procure  pay  merit  -/no  char- 
ter fhould  protect  the  inifmanagement  from  corre&ion,  and 
fuch  public  grievances  from  redrefs.  If  the  city  of  London 
had  the  means  and  will  of  deftroying  an  empire,-  and  of  cru- 
elty opprefling  and  tyrannizing  over  millions  of  men  as  good 
as  themfelves,  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London  ihould 
j>rove  no  fandion  to  fuch  tyrantjy  and  fuch  oppreffion. 
Charters  are  kept,  when  their  purpofes  are  maintained;  they 
are  violated  when  the  privilege  is  fupported  againft  its  end 
And  its  object. 

*    Now,  Sir,  I  have  finifhed  all  I  propofed  to  fay,  as  toy 
freafons  for  giving  my  vote  to  this  bill.    If  I  am  wcong,  it 
is  not   for  want  of  pains  to  know  what  is  right.    This 
pledge^  at  leaft,  of  my  rectitude  I  have  given  to  my  country. 
And  now,    having   done  ray  duty  to  the  bin,  let  me 
fay  a -Word  to  the  author.     I  fhoulcj  leave  him  to  his  own 
/        noble  fentimcnts,  if  the   unworthy  and  illiberal  language 
with  which  he  has  been  treated,  beyond  all  example  of  par- 
liamentary K  be rty,  did  not  make  a  few  words  neceffary  ;  not 
•*  To  much  in  juftice  to  him,  as  to  ray  own  feelings.    I  muft 

/ay  then,  that  it  wilt  be  a  diftincWn  honourable  to  the  age, 
that  the  refcue  of  the.  great  eft  number  of  the  human  race 
that  ever  were  fo  grievoufly  oppreflfed,  from  the  grcateft  ty- 
ranny that  was  ever  exercifed,  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  abi- 
lities and  difpofitions equal  to  the  talk;  that  it  has  fallen  to 
one  who-Tias  the  enlargement  to  comprehend,  the  fpirit  tp 
^ undertake,  and'  the  eloquence  to  fupport,  fo  great  a  meafutt 
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of  hazardous  benevolence.     His  fpirit  is  not  owing  to  his 
ignorance  of  the  ftate  of  m,en  ana'things;  he  well  knows 
what  fnares  are  fpread  about  his  path,   from  pcffonal  animo-    - 
(ity,  from  court  intrigue*,  and  poflibly  from  popular  delu- 
sion.    But  he  has  put  to  hazard  his  cafe,  his  fecurity,  his  in? 
tereft,  his  power,  even  bis  darling  popularity,  for  the  be-  ■ 
$efit  of  a  people  whom  he  has  never  fcen.     This   is, the 
road  that  all  heroes  have  trod  before  him.     He  is  traduced* 
aid  abufed  for  his  fuppofed  motives,     He  will  remember, 
that  obloquy  is  a  necelfary  ingredient  in  the  compofittoa  of 
all  true  glory  :  he  will   remember,  that  it  was  not  only  in 
the  Roman  cuftoms,  but  it  is  in  the  nature  and  conftitutipa 
of  things,  that  calumny  and  abufp   are  efTential  parts  of 
triumph.     Thefe  thoughts  will  fupport  a  mind,  which  only 
exifts  for  honour,  under  the  burthen  of  temporary  reproach. 
He  is  doing  indeed  a  great  good  ;  fuch  as  rarely  falls  to  the, 
lot,  and  atmoft  as  rarely  coincides  with  the  deiires,  of  any 
man.    Let  him  ufe  his  time.  Let  hirn  give  the  whole  length 
of  the  reins  to  his  benevolence.     He  is  npvv  on  a,  great  emir 
nencp,   where  the.  eyes  of  mankind  are  turned  ta  hirn.     He 
may  five  long,  he  may  do  mucj}.     But  here  i$  the  fummitt 
He  never  can  exceed  wh^j  he  does  this  day. 

Fie  has  faults ;  but  they  are  faults  that,  though  they  may. 
in  a  fmall  degree  tarnilh  the  luftre,  and  fometime*  impede 
the  march  of  his  abilities,  have  nothing  in  them  to  extin- 
guifli  the  fire  of  great  virtues.     In  thofe  faults,  there  is  no/ 
mixture  of  deceit,  Qf  hypocrify,  of  pride,  of  ferocity,  of 
compte£tional  defpotifm,  or  want  of  feeling  for  the  diftrefict 
of  mankind.  His  are  faults  which  might  exift  in*  descendant 
of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,   as  tfiey  did  cxift  in  that 
father  of  his  country/  Henry  the  Fourth  wiflied  tljathc 
might  live,  to  fee  a  fowl  in  th*  pot  of  every  peafant  of  his 
kingdom.  That  fentiment  of  homely  benevolence  wis  worth 
all  the  fpleiidid  fay ings  that  are  recorded  of  kings.     But  he 
wiflied  perhaps  for  more  than  coulcfbe  obtained,  and  the, 
goodnefs  of  the  man  exceeded  the  power  of , the  King*  But  * 
this  gentleman,  a  fubjeft,  may  this  day  fay  this  at  leaft,  with^ 
truth,  that  he  frcures  the  rice  in  his  pot  to  every  man  in  Iftrr 
dia.     A  poet  of  antiquity  thought  it  one  of  the  firft  diftinc* 
ttons  to  a  prince  whoria  he  meant  to  celebrate,  that  through, 
a  long  fucceifion  of  generations,  he   had  been  the  proge-; 
nitor  of  an  able  and  virtuous  citizen,  who  by  force  of  the    . 
Vol.  XII.        '.Mm  .  arts* 
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arts  of  peace,  had  corrected  governments  of  oppreffion,  and 
fuppreiled  waxs  of  rapine. 

Indole  proh  quanta  juvenis,  quantumque  daturus 
Aufonix  popitlis,  venturd  in  faecuUcivem. 
Illc  fupcr  Gang  cm,  .fupcr  exauditui«t  Indos, 
Implebit  terras  voce ,  et  iurialia  bell  a 
Fulmine  compcfcct  linguae.  ■ 

tfhis  was  what  was  fa/id  of  the  predeceflbr  of  the  only  ptrfon 
to  whofe  eloquence  it  does  not  wrong  that  of  the  mou  r  of 
this  bill  to  be  compared.  But  the  Ganges  and  the  Indus  are 
th:  patrimony  of  the  fame  of  my  honourable  friend,  and 
not  of  Cicero.  I  confefs,  I  anticipate  with  joy  the  reward 
of  thofe,  whofe  whole  confequence,  powc/r,  and  authority, 
,  exift  only  forrhe  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  I  carry  my  mind 
to  all  the  people,  and  all  the  names  and  descriptions,  tha^ 
relieved  by  this  bill,  will  blefs  the  labours  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, )knd  the  confidence  which  the  beft  Houle  of  Com- 
•  itions  has  given  to  him  who  the  beft  deferyes  it.  The  little 
cavils  of  party  will  not  be  heard,  where  freedom  and  hap- 
pinefs  will  bfc  felt.  There  is  not  a  tongue,  a  nation,  or  re- 
ligion in  India,  which  will  not  blefs  the  preiiding  care  and 
manly  beneficence  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  him  who  proposes 
to  you  this  great  work.  Yooj  names  will  never  be  feparatcd 
befowe  the  throne  of  the  Divide  Gbodnefs  in  whatever  Ian* 
gtrage,  or  with  whatever  rites,  pardfan  is  afked  for  fin,  and 
inward  for  thofe  who  imitate  the  Godhead  in  his  universal 
bounty  to  his  creatures*  Thefc  honours  you  defcrve,  and 
they  will  furely'bc  paid,  when  all  the  jargon  of  influence 
and  darty,  and  pafromlge,  are  fwept  into  oblivion.    ' 

I  have  fpokcfi  tthatl  think,  and  what  I  feel,  of  the  iqover 

of !  tfiit  bill.     An  honourable  friend  of  mine,   fpcakiQg  of 

his' merits,  was  charged  with  having  made  a  ftudied  pant* 

ftyric.     I  don't  knb\v  what  his  was.'    Mine,  lam  fare,  is  a 

ftodied  panegyric;  the  fruit  of  much  meditation  ;  the  re- 

ftU  of  the  observation  of  near  twenty  years*    For  my  own 

part,   I  am  happy  that  I  have  lived  tb  fee  this  day  r  I  feel 

dwfelf  overpaid  far  the  labours  of  eighteen  jears,  wfca,  at 

,        this  fate  period.  I  *m  able  to  take  my  (hare,  by  one  hum- 

bfe  vote,  »ia  destroying  a  tyranny  that  exifts  to  the  di (grace 

df  ttn*  nation,  and  the  deftru ftion  of  fp  W§c  a  part  ot  tic 

huartn  fpecies. 

Mr.  Dun-       Mr.  Buncombe  admired  the  premifefc  as  ftated  and  illaf- 

combe.       tratcd  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  tut  pegged  to  be  ex- 

'*  *    '  '         cufed 
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cufed  from  jumping  into  his  conclusion.  He  was  charmed 
with  his  eloquence,  but  wifhed  not  to  be  milled  by  it.  He 
could  not  help  on  all  occafions,  but  efpecially  whenever  this 
billprefled  itfelf  on  his  attention,  adverting  to  the  peculiarly- 
delicate  Situation  in  which  it  placed  tbe  honourable  Secretary 
who  brought  it  in.  He  lamented  exceedingly  the  lofsof  his. 
abilities  to  tbe  fervice  of  his  country,  to  the  falvation  of 
which  he  once  thought  him  alone  adequate.  But  now  that 
confidence,  without  which  no  Miniftcr  in  this  country  could 
ever  be  fuccefsful,  was,  in  refpeft  to  him,  no  more.  The 
people,  whofe  rights  be  had  fo  ably,  fo  faithfully,  and  fo  effec- 
tually defended,  were  forry  to  be  convinced  pi  his  defertion* 
of  his  dereli&ion  of  principles  and  profeflfions  fo  fair  and  ho* 
nourable,  that  not  to  have  believed  them  would  have  been 
criminal.  He  was  fatisfied,  however,  that  the  bill  was  preg- 
nant with  many  evils,  which  nothing  but  another  felipquifli- 
ment  of  patriotifm  would  iuffer  any  man  tojuftify. 

He  would  not  pretend  to  enter  into  the  various  and  fpe~ 
cific  exceptions  {hat  were  notorioufly  again  ft  its.  utility,  its 
efficiency,  and  even  its  neceffity ;  but  he  ptcftefted  thit  he 
fliould  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  his  coriftituents  in  calling 
him  to  reprefent  thetn  in  Parliament,  unlef?  he  gave  his  op- 

Eofition  to  every  fhape  and  ftage  of  this  defpotic  bufinefs.. 
le  reprobated  the  bill  as  a  wanton  violation  of  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  Company.  He'faid,  there  was  no  reafon_for 
any  fuch  violent  meaiure,  and  that  it  rather  feeraed  to  be  the/ 
Minifter  anxious  jto  make  the  diftrefles  of  the  Company  * 
handle  and  pretence  for  grafping  at  inordinate  power,  than  a 
real  neceflity,  which  prompted  the  whole  proceeding,  He* 
had  ever  oppofed  the  influence  of  the'Crown ,  aiuT  as  ne  faw, 
the  bill  would  put  influence  into  the  hafids'of  the  Minifter  , 
in  a  ftill  more  alarming  view,  he  would  refill  the  bill  flrenu- 
oufly.  He  was  therefore  againft  the  Speaker's  leaviug  the 
chatf. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  however  painful  it  was  to  hirp  to  Mr.  Mm> 
rife  in  that  afiembly,.  that  the^e  were  certain  occafiptos  on  *"* 
which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  refift  every  feeling  of  diffi- 
dence, and  to  offer  a  few  words  to  the  Houfe  in  the  beft 
manner  he  was  able ;  that  the  prefent  ftogc  of  this  bill  was 
certainly  one  of  thofe  occafions ;  thojt  he  rofe  to  exprefe  his 
cordial  fatisfaftion  that  the  rigfit  honourable  Secretary  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  thus  early  and  thus  holJly  thrown  off  the  ma|k» 
and  fhewn  to  the  Houfe»  and  to  tl^i  public,  his  political 
completion  in  its  flrongeft  colour*.     Mr.  Martin  faul,  trut 
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he  was  .one  of  t!\ofe  who  never  augured  any  good,  from  what 
he  fhould  continue  to  call  a  ridiculous  and  deteilable  coali- 
tion, but  that  he  had  not  thought  it  poffible  that  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  fhould  fo  fuddenly  have  brought  for- 
ward a  moafure  lb  totally  repugnant  to  tnofe  principles  of  op- 
poiltion  to  corrupt  influence,  on  which  he  had  been  fo 
many  years  declaiming;  that  having  conitantly  voted  with 
him,  in  endeavouring  to  diminish  that  fort  of  influence,  Mr. 
Martin  thought  be  was  JAiftified  in  exprefling  the  warmeft 
rtefentment  againff  fuch  apoftacy;  that  he  was  one  of  thole 
\Vhom  the  right'honourahle  Secretary  had  frequently  endea- 
voured to  ridicule  for  having  wifhed,  that  every  European 
might  be  driven  but  of  the  Eaft,  but  that  every  hour,  every 
minute,  and  every  moment,  confirmed  him  in  that  opinion  ; 
hut  that  he  was  more  particularly  convinced,  by  whit  had 
fallen  in  a  former  Rebate  on  this  iubje&,  from  an  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  whom  he  would  prefume  to  call  his  friend 
(Mr.  Dempfterj  who  had  faid  fbmething  to  this  effect,  that 
**  He  conceived  we  had  no  more  fight  to  take  pofTeffion  of 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  world,  than  a  herd  of  Tartars  would 
w  have  to  feize  upon  Yorfcfhire,  or  any  other  opulent  diiiriA 
on  this  illand."— That  if  any  thing  could  increafe  the  efteem 
he  had  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  would  be  the  libe- 
rality of  his  fenciments  on  this  point,  and  that  he  heartily 
wifhed  we  haiA  a  Cabinet  council  compofed  of  rnen  of  fuch 
uprightnefs  and  fuch  humanity.  Mr.  Martin  declared,  tfiat 
-  he  was  in  geheral  art  enemy  to  what  is  called  fyftematic  ' 
oppofition,  by  which  he  understood,  in  plain  vulgar  £ngliflfc 
the  voting  through  thick  and  thin  to  ouft  an  adminiftration  ; 
but,  that  if  ever  he  fhould  think  himfelf  juftitled  in  fuch 
conduit,  it  would  be  in  times  like  thefe,  when  a  fet  of  men 
had  abandoned  the  found  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
joined  themfelves  to  its  created  enemies,  for  the  fake  of  fa- 
tisfying  their  avarice  and  ambition,  or  to  fay  the  lea  ft,  the 
virulence  of  their  party  fpirit.  That  though  many  perfontf 
earneflly  wifhed  to  drop  the  fuhjeft  of  the  coalition,  as  trite 
and  unnt  to  be  longer  talked  of,  that  he  was  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  wifhed  to  fee  a  ftarllng  perched  on  the  right 
elbow  of  the  Speaker's  chair,  who,  whenever  a  pernicious 
meafure,  like  that  under  confederation,  was  brought  forward, 
fhould  repeat  inceflantly  to  the  Treafury  Bench,  «•  difgrace- 
ful,  fhamelefs  coalition.  That  he  Jhouid  not  have  been  hurt 
to  the  degree  he  now  felt  himCei£  if  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary had  deierted  Alone,  but  that  he  had  deluded  and  fe- 
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Juced  nombers  -of  men,  who  flood  high  in  public  estimation* 
with  whom  he  (Mr.  Martin)  had  formerly  thought  it  a  very  . 
high  honour  to  alloc i ate,  but  that  now,  however  elevated  their 
itation,  compared  to  his  humble  lot,  that  he  ihoujd  endea- 
vour to  keep  himfelf  free  from  the  contagion  of  their  prin* 
ciples,  for  that  the  infection  had  fpread  far  and  wide,  and 
hid  taken  effect  upon  many  gentlemen,  whofe  conftitutional 
principles  he  thought  free  from  danger:  that  it  was  110 
wonder  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ihould  be  fear-  > 
Jrls  of  dangers  to  himfelf  in  pcopofing  any  meafure,  how* 
ever  atrocious,  for  that,  as  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Duncombe)  had  very  juftly  obferved,  hie  had  a  moft  glaring 
in  fiance  of  imbecility  in  the  nation,  in  the  impunity  of  his 
noble  colleague,  whom  he.  had  ignominioufly  joined,  though 
he,  and  feveral  ofhis  friends,  had  a  hundred  times  pledged 
themfelves  virtually,  if  not  in  direct  words,  to  bring  to  triah 
Mr.  Martin  added,  that  he  hoped,  however  pernicious  and  de- 
tractive to  the  conflitution  this  meafure  might  be  in  itfel£ 
tbat  the  attempt  might  be  of  fervice,  by  rouzing  the  people 
at  large  from  that  lethargic  infallibility  with  which  they  < 
1'eera  to  be  opprefled.  lTiat  he  had  long  ceafed  to  be  fur* 
prized  at  any  thing,  in  the  aflcmbly  where  he  was  fpeaking, 
and  that  therefore  it  would  be  no  matter  of  aftonifhment  if 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  ihould  carry  his  bill  trium- 
phantly,, That  lie  had  great  powers  on  his  fide,  that  he  had 
numbers,  that  he  had  men  of  high  rank  and  defcription,  and 
that  he  bad  fome  gentlemen  of  a  profeffion  which,  when  li- 
berally exercifed*  he  held  in  the  higheft  estimation  $  but  that 
there  were  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  not  contented 
vJith  making  talking  their  profeffion,  but  whofe  talk  was 
nothing  but  profeffion.  That  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  had, 
on  a  former  day,  feemed*  to  wife,  by  dint  of  gefticulation  • 
and  vociferation,  to  frighten  the  poor  difliear.tened  minority 
into  as  high  a  veneration,  or  rather  adoration  of  the  right 
hon.  Secretary,  as  they  themfelves  had  profefledj  but  that 
for  his  part,  he  was  really  not  to  be  frightened  out  of  the 
moderate  ihare  of  underftanding  that  God  had  given. him, 
that  he  ihould  never  more  hold  the  right  hon.  Secretary  in  ,  - 
any  efteem  as  a  public  man.  Mr.  Martin  faid4  that  an  ho- 
nourable baronet,  whom  they  were  about  to  Iofe  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  (Sir  George  Savile)  had  told  the  Speaker, 
in  his  hearing,  in  the  face  of  the  Houfe,  on  a  former  occa? 
fion,  that  they  had.  betrayed  the  rights  of  their  condim- 
ents* that  the  Houfe,  confcious  of  the  truth  of  hii  aiTer- 
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tlon,  had  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  reproof.  Mr.  Martin 
n  faid,  that  if  they  fhould  pafs  this  India  commiflioners  bill, 
that  it^  woald  'be  a  frem  betrayal  of  their  conftituents. 
After  having  fpoken  pretty  freely  of  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  he 
faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  perhaps  not 
think  "him  very  modeft  in  preferring  a  petition  to  liim  after 
he  had  thus  openly  cenfured  hiin ;  but  that  he  fhould,  not* 
withstanding  this  objection,  afk  him  a  favour  in  that  public 
fituation.  It  was  no  other,  than  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
enfuing  fefiion,  he  would  not  hurt  the  feelings  of  gentle* 
men,  by  the  mention  of  the  name  of  a  late  noble  Marquis, 
whofe  character  men  of  all  parties  severed,  however*they 
might  differ  from  him  in  their  political  opinions.  Mr. 
Martin  faid,  he  was  perfectly  convinced*  that  that  virtu- 
ous nobleman  would  no  more  have  introduced  or  fupported 
fuch  a  meafure  as  that  propofed,  than  he  would  have  joined 
the  noble  Lord,  who,  to  the  difgrace  and  infamy  of  this 
country,  walked  abroad  untried  for  the  lofs  of  an  extenfive 
empire  through  his  unjuft  and  coercive  conduct.  Mr.  Mar* 
tin  then  took  hotice  that  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
,  '  Burke)  had,  with  that  fpirit  of  humanity  and  fire  of  ima- 
gination which  he  poffefled,  efjtertained  the  Haufe  for  a 
very  considerable  time,  with  a  mbft  pathetic  account  of 
the  miferies  ihfli&ed  on  the  natives  in  the  JEaft'  Indies, 
whom  Mr.  Martin  faid  he  felt  for  with  the  greateft  pain, 
but  that  he  thought  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
have  pafled  fome  part  of  that  time  more  to  the  purpofe,  in 
proving  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  new  adminiAration,  as  pro- 
#  pofed  for  India*  would  be  lefs  corrupt  and  lefs  cruel  than 
'that  be  wifhed  to  abolifh.  Mr.  Martin  added,  that  he  could 
not  fit  down  without  offering  his  public  thanks  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  vfho  had  opened  this  de- 
bate, for  one  of  the  moil  animated  and  truly  patriotic  fpeeches, 
that  he  had  *ever  heard.  Mr.  Martin  feeing  this  bill  in  the 
light  in  which  it  offered  itfelf  to  his  underftanding^gave  his 
hearty  and  decided  negative  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair  to  go  into  the  Committee. 
Sir  Grey  gjr  Qyey  Cooper  faid,  in  every  preliminary  or  incidental 
*°pcr'  debate  or  converfation  on  the  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  during  the  courfe  of  the  Jaft,  and  at  the 
opening  of  this  feffion,  it  had  been,  and  was  at  the  moment 
he  was  fpcaking,  univtrfally  admitted  that  the  great  and 
moft  important  consideration  demanded  the  immediate  and 
effectual  interference  of  Parliament.     It  was  faid,  and  not 
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denied,  that  fomething  mud  be  done  to  fave  the  Company* 
Something  to  fecure  the  State  from  the  peril  of  being  ten? 
deeply  interefted  in  and  complicated  with  the  fortune  and 
itate  of  that  great  Company.  Something  that  might  give 
not  only  order  and  regulation,  but  energy  and  duration  to 
the  admimftration  of  their  affairs  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  was  and  is  admitted,  that  the  arm  of  the  prefent  Di- 
rection is  not  ftrong  enough  to  wield  or  to  manage  fuch  a.  . 
government. 

A  proteft  was  entered  laft  year,  and  with  eafe  renewed  at  * 
the  opening  of  this  feflion,  againft  palliatives,  half  meafures,  ' 
procraftination  and  delay. 

Every  body  was  for  the  unexplained  fomething;  but 
when  the  fomething  was  dated,  when  the  outline  of  the 
proportion,  now  under  consideration,  was  drawn,  without 
a  moment's  paufe  of  deliberation,  it  was,  with  the  rapid 
glance  of  intuitive  comprehend  on,  declared  to  be  a  meafure 
of  defpotifm  on  the  one  fide*  and  of  corruption  on  the 
other ;  and  when  neceflity  was  urged  as  the  ground  of*  par* 
liamentary  interpofition  in  this  caie,  neceflity  was  called  by 
all  the  names  that  the  exaggeration  of  eloquence  could  ex- 
prefs,  and  was  called  by  the  old  name  of  the  tyrant's  plea, 
and  the  new  one,  of  the  creed  of  Haves.  Upon  this  topic 
the  counfel  of  the  Company  enlarged  and  expended  their 
imagination*  They  faid  the  plea  of  neceflity  exiited  in  tho,. 
times  of  the.  Stuarts,  but  that  it  was  buried  at  the  Revolu- 
tion. That  was  a  Angular  period  to  affign  for  the  fuppofal 
of  neceflity  ;  for  to  follow  that  moft  ftriking  obferv  srtion  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  prefented  the  bill,  i£ 
neceflity  had  not  been  tjie  plea  and  the  justification  of  free- 
men at  the  Revolution,  this  Houfe  would  not  now  have  had 
a  deliberative  capacity,  and  the  mandates. of  abfolute  powec 
would  have  been  the  crfred  of  flaves.  Mr*  St.  John,  in  h|^ 
famous  argument  ion  the  cafe  of  fhip  money,  admitted  tht 

!>lea  of  neceflity  in  many  cafes :  he  proved  tnat  the  necef* 
ity  for  their  money  was  falfe  and  pretended,  but  that  rights 
and  property  beiug  introduced  and  maintained  by  known 
laws/  there  were  times,  when,  like  the  Philiftiacs  upoif 
Sampfon, "thofe  laws  were  too  weak  to  bind  us;  and,  as 
Cicero  fays,  necejjitas  magnum  human*  imbecilitatis  patroniuum 
omaem  legem  frangit.  This  is  a.  ftrong  authority ;  and  if,  ih 
this  cafe,  the  neceflity  be  evident,  uncontrolable,  and  un- 
manageable by  expedients,  it  is  an  indifpenfablf  duty  of 
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Pat  Harden  t  to   its  conftituents,  and  to  their   country  to 
interfere: 

The  good  fenfe  of  thefe  times  will  not  be  diverted  from  its 
purpofe  by  mere  words,  however  fplendid  they  may  be,  or 
by  afiertions,  however  impofing  or  magnificent  they  may  ap- 
pear to  be  5  for,  from  whatever  height  they  may  defcend, 
this  HouJe  will  form  its  opinion  upon  evidence  that  has  beta 
brought  borne  to  the  matter  before  them,  not  upon  the 
ground  of  fpeculatiye  reafonings,  and  condufions  drawn 
Jtom  abftraft  propofitions  upon  the  bafis  of  fafts  as  they 
are,-  not  upon  the  pofiibility  of  what  they  maybe;  upon 
the  ftate  of  things,  not  upon  the  chara&crs  of  perfons. 

The  interference  of  Parliament  to  regulate,  reform,  alter, 
rcfcind,  and  vacate  grants  and  charters  of  the  Crown,  are 
moft  ihconteftably  juftified  by  the  law  and  pra&ice  of  Par- 
liament. The  proceedings  of  this'  Houfe;  and  the  Ads 
palTed  in  confequence  thereof,  ip  the  cafes  of  the  Turky 
Company,  arid  the  African  Company,  are  'clear  proofs  of 
this  pofition ;  the  detail  of  which  may  be  feen  by  the  Jour- 
nals, and  in  fcs  good  times  as' any  this  country  boails. 

The  difpute  was  not',  he  conceived,  at  prcicnr,  upon  the 
fecred  right  and  immutability  of  the  Company's  charter, 
though  that  at  firft  fcemedto  be  hazarded. 

But  upon  the  point  whether  a  cafe  be  made  either  upon 

evidence  or  common  notoriety  for  the  preferit  interpofition; 

'  And  that  is  really  the  true  queftion  upon  the  principle  of  the 

bill. 

Me  had  always  been  given  to  underftaod  that  it  was  the 
pointed  plan  and  leading  mcafure  of  the  earl  of  Chatham, 
whofe  flame  could  never  be  mentioned  in  that  Houfe  with- 
out reverence* ;'  that  the  Government  of  this  country  fhoohJ 
avail  itfelf  of  the  profit  and  advantage  of  the  territorial  ac- 
J|oifitioh  and  revenues,  which  at  the  time  in  which  he  was 
the  'efficient  Minifter  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1766,  were 
known  to  be  in  the  poflfeflion  of  the  Company  ;  and  in  his 
way  to  the  attainment  of  this  great  object,  he  did'  not  feem 
to  confider  the  charters  of  the  Company  as  any  (tumbling* 
block  or  impediment  to  this  career. 

Committee^  of  enquiry  were  inftituted — whilft  that  en- 
arnry  was  going  en,  when  the  General  Court  was  running 
\  the  couHe,  and  following  the  vifjons  of  the  Sooth-Sea 
fcheme,  their  progrefs  was  arretted,  by  the  moft  fpirited  and 
ialutary  interpofition.  The  account  of  the  vote  of  the 
Court  came  when  the  Houfe  was  fitting.  A  bill  was  drawa 
2  upon 
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upon  the  box  on  the  table  in  a  few  minutes  by  one  of  the 
ableft  Members  of  Parliament  who  ever  fat  in  that  Houfe. 
The  Company  petitioned  againft  the  bill ;  but  upon  a  quef- 
tion  whether  it  (hould  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  that 
petition  was  rejected.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  proceedings  the 
Company  entered  into  a  negociation  to  pay  a  con  fid  era  blc 
rent  for  the  poJTeifion  of  the  territories,  and  a  bargain  was  * 
made  that  lafted  till  1773.  The  bills  in  1773  lt  was  not  QC" 
cellar y  to  date,  but  he  defired  that  part  of  the  preamble  to 
the  fecond  bill  might  be  read  ;  it  was  drawn  by  the  fame  re- 
fpeftable  Member  who  propofed  the  reftraining  bill  for  their 
dividends*  and  againft  their  fending  out  a  lupervifor  to 
India. 

Hut  ap  account  was  produced  to  (hew,  that  the  neceffity 
does  not  exift,  and  thauhe  Company  was  only  under  a  tem- 
porary difficulty  and  diftrefs,  and  that  upon  the  whole  their 
property  w$s  far  beyond  their  debts  and  demands,  and  that 
they  were  in  reality  in  a  prolperous  filiation. 

This  account  was  certainly  produced  as  evidence  by  the 
counfel  at  the  bar ;  but  it  was  to  be  remembered  and  ob- 
served, that  they  did  not  reft  their  cafe  on  their  arguments 
upon  it,  and  that  they  were  not  inftruAed  to  defirc  that  it 
ftiould  be  read* 

They  feemed  to  he  aware,  that  it  was  not  calculated  to  be 
read.  The.  abftraA  looked  well,  and  the  fum  total  bore  a 
good  face. 

But  unfortunately  for  this  account,  it  fell  to  be  examined, 
fearched  and  differed  by  the  moft  acute  difcernment,  and 
the  fallacies  of  this  extraordinary  paper  were  ftated  and  ex- 
pofed  in  the  moft  clear  and  convincing  anirnadveriion— <-at 
the  touch  of  the  fpur  it  ftarted  up  in  its  own  fhape. 

He  had  nothing  to  add  to  thefe  observations,  except  thai . 
the  account  bore  a  double  afpe£t.  It  was  ftated  by  great  au- 
thority to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  prove,  that  no  ne- 
ceflity for  the  prefent  interference  exifted,  for  that  the  Com- 
pany was  merely  under  a  temporary  difficulty  and  diftreft. 
But  on  the  face  of  it  it  ftated  the  value  of  property,  which 
could  have  no  value,  till  the  Company  was  difTolvcd,  or  in 
aftate  of  aflual  and  declared  infolvency. 

The  value  of  their  buildings  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  their 
defperate  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  their  military  (tores, 
were  clearly  dead  flock,  and  not  convertible  into  money  till 
that  e Vent  arrived. 

Vol,  XII,  N  n  la 
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In  17,02,  when  the  Old  Company  was  diflblvcd,  that  ac- 
count might  have  been  proper  to  be  prefented  to  Lord  Godol- 
phin,  before  he  made  his  famous  award,  which  was  the  bafis* 
of  the  two  Companies— the  dead  flock  and  (buildings  were  al- 
lowed for  at  that  time.  But  the  cafe  to  juftify  the  ncceffity 
was  fhort. 

They  owe  the  ftate  for  Cuftoms  one  million. 

They  owe  ioo,oool.  on  their  bargain  for  the  payment  of 
v    400,000!.  in  1782.     This  occaiioned  the  prefent  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  of  the  finking  fund;  and  the  payment  of 
this  debt  cannot  be  long  delayed. 

They  had  been  empowered  to  borrow  money  on  their 
bones,  to  the  amount  of  500,000!. 

Bil)s  were  drawn  upon  them  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
and  a  half. 

There  was  a  loan  of  300,000!.  in  Exchequer  bills,  which 
muft  be  cancelled.  If  not  paid  before  the  6th  of  April, 
1785,  to  fall  on  the  then  next  aids,  and  collaterally  on  the 
finking  fund. 

Would  the  Houfe  and  the  nation  confent  to  pay  the  debts, 
*  and  to  indorfe  the  bills,  and  to  raife  money  to  pay-  them  by 

taxes  laid  on  the  land  and  the  induftry  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  to  relieve  and  iupport  a  Company  under  its  prefent 
government  and  management  at  home  and  abroad  ?  A  Com- 
pany, which,  inftead  of  adding,  by  the  refult  of  its  com- 
merce, to  the  national  ftock,  or  by  its  revenues,  to  the 
Wealth  ind  ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  hung  a  dead  weight 
and  heavy  incumbrance  on  all  our  faculties  and  refources, 
and  was  the  drain  of  the  vital  ftrength  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  which  would,  if  not  prevented  by  fome  meafures  of 
energy  and  duration,  link  us  with  it  to  inevitable  ruin, 
Alr/Ord.  Mr.  Ord  made  a  very  long  fpeech,  and  began  with  far- 
ing, like  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke 
lately,  he  could  declare  he  had  been  for  years  laborioufly 
employed  in  the  inveftigation  of  the  affairs  of  India;  that 
he  like  wife  had  not  troubled  the  Houfe  on  that  fubjeft  for 
three  years  ;  arid,  he  would  add,  that  although  his  abilities 
might  not  be  any  thing  like  equal  to  thofe  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman,  he  dared  aflert,  that  he  was  actuated  by  as 
pure  a  motive.  He  then  proceeded  to  juftify  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, whofe  Reports,  he  laid,  he  rofe  to  refcue  from  the 
odium  of  having  in  any  part  of  them  fuggefted  fuch  a  bill 
as  that  under  consideration.  There  was  not  a  fyllable  tn  any 
one  of  them,  Mr.  Ord  faid,  that  led  to  fuch  an  idea,  much 

left 
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Jefshad  it  ever  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  member!  of 
that  Committee  to  propofe  a  meafure  at  all  fimilar  to  that 
which  had  been  introduced  by  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary. The  bill  brought  in  by  the  learned  gentleman  be- 
neath him  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  the  bill  which  he  had  bimfelf 
had  a  hand  in  drawing.  That  bill  did  not  break  through  the 
Company's  charter,  annihilating  all  their  rights,  and  feizing 
upon  all  their  property ;  it  merely  regulated  the  charter  by 
retraining  the  Court  of  Proprietors  from  their  controling 
power  over  the  Court  of  Dircftors,  and  gavfr  ao  increafed 
degree  of  authority  where  the  vigour  of  government  waa 
mo&  wanted,  in  India,  where  an  equal  mare  of  refppnfi- 
bilky  was  alfo  placed: 

The  feveral  obje&ions  alrtady  ftarted  he   refumed,  and 
dwelt  with  moil  emphafis  on  the  influence  of  the,  Crown, 
which  he  did  not  think  was  at  all  diminifhed  by  the  various 
iyftems  of  reform  which  had  been  fo  loudly  trumpeted  in  the 
Houfe,  and  -to  the  public.     For  what  were  all  thefe  re- 
trenchments, compared  with  the  yaft  accumulating  of^patrc- 
nage  which  this  bill  undeniably  embraced  ?  It  would  not 
only  give  permanency  to  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  but 
to  the  fituation  of  Minifters.     And  this  was  one  fhief  rea- 
son which  urged  him  to  condemn  and  execrate  this  meafure, 
as  it  gave  fuch  a  weight  to  the  prerogative,  as  might  in  the  end 
overbalance  the  democratical  part  of  the  conftitution.     This 
he  was  determined  never  to  lofe  fight  of  in  all  his  parliamen- 
tary difcuffion,  becaufe  the  moment  the  balance  of  the  con- 
ftitution was  loft,  our  liberties  were  extioft.     He  cqnfe- 
xjuently  deemed  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  commitment  of  a 
bill  fraught  with  fo  much  ignominy  and  ruin,  not  only  to  the 
Company,  which  was  its  more  immediate  vidim,  but  alfo 
and  certainly,  however  remotely,  to  the  liberties  of  ttfe  com- 
•  munity  at  large. 

Mr.  Gregory  entered  into  a  very  diftinlt  narrative  of  all  Mr.  Gre- 
the  Company's  tranfaflions  fince  the  time  of  his  occupying  &V* 
a  (hare  of  tbedireftion.     He  had  long  forefeen,  and  ibme-  ' 

times  foretold  the  prefent  perplexed  and  involved  fituation  of 
their  affairs.  He  had  even  declared  in  the  Committee,  that 
the  various  abufes  of  them  had  become  fo  flagitious  and 
enormous,  that  unlefs  fome  fpecific  rheafure  was  adopted,  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  inveftigation  of  tfyem  alto- 
gether. But  a  meafure  was  contrived  and  attempted  at 
laft,  which  fully  met  his  idea,  becaufe  it  feemed  poffeffed  of 
*U  thofe  rtqujfites  which  were  calculated  to  render  it  ef- 
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fectual  and  complete.  Many  other  fchemes  at  leaft  he  had 
beard  propofed,  but  none  of  them  feemed  to  embrace  the 
entire  object  with  fo  much  accuracy  and  (implicity  as  this. 
Me  then  entered  on  the  confideration  of  the  Company's 
affairs,  which  were  not,  in  his  ap'preheniion,  retrievable,  but 
on  a  plan  altogether  new,  reduced  to  other  principles,  and 
put  into  other  hands;  he  accordingly  declared  his  attach- 
ment to  the  bill ;  but  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  believe  him, 
that  he  acted  in  this,  as  he  ever  had  done  in  all  matters 
of  truft,  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  integrity  ;  the  whole 
time  he  had  been  in  the  direction,  this,  and  this  alone,  bad 
been  the  only  object  he  aimtd  at,  to  ferve  the  Company, 
independently,  honeftly,  and  faithfully;  fo  that  in  giving 
his  confent  to  the  prefent  bill  he  hoped  to  be  underftood,  as 
fupporting  it  on  principles  of  real  and  flncerc  cfteem.  He 
defended  his  own  conduct,  while  a  member  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  appealing  to  Mr.  Du-ndas  and  Mr.  Ord,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  recommended  air  effectual  and  ftrong  mca- 
f»re  refpecting  India,  if  any  was  purfucd*  Mr.  Gregory 
declared,  that  though  the  bill,  then  under  confideration  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  by  far  the  beft  fyftem  that  he  bad  yet 
feen  or  heard  of,  yet  he  hoped,  there  would  ever  continue  a 
refpectable  oppofirion  in  that  Houfe,  who  would  narrowly 
watch  the  Commiffioners*  conduct,  and  exercife  a  rigorous 
control  over  their  proceedings. 
Mr.  Beau.  Mr.  Beaufoy  then  rofc,  and  addreffed  the  Houfe  nearly  as 
oy*  follows :  I  have  liftened  with  the  greateft  attention  to  the 

various  arguments  that  have  been  urged  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates,  that  I  might  either  adopt,  with  confidence,  the  opi- 
nions of  others,  or  be  enabled,  by  their  means,  to  correct 
and  irm>rove  my  own ;  for  my  object  is  not  to  cenfure  or  ap- 
plaud Adminiftration,  but  to  contribute  all  I  can  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  fuch  a  fyftem  as  may  be  produ&ive  of  effect uaj 
reform  in  India,  with  the  leaft  poffiblc  infringement  of  the 
Company's  rights  at  home,  with  the  leaft  portable  hazard  to 
the  Britifh  constitution.  I  (hall  therefore  fupport  the  fyf- 
tem. propofed  by  the  prefent  bill,  where  I  can  do  it  wiib  in- 
tegrity ;  and  where  I  cannot,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  point  oat 
"what  preferable  fyftem  may  be  devifed. 

All  that  pait  of  the  honourable  Secretary's  plan,  which 
provides  for  the  happinefs  of  the  natives  of  India,  appears 
to  me  to  be  equally  humane  and  wife  ;  for  it  reftores  to  them 
what  they  have  long  been  deprived  of,  the  rights  of  meo. 
The  neccflity  of  this  reform  is  fufficicntly  proved,  by  the 
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virion*  inftances  of  violence  and  abufe  which  a  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  has  already  defcribed,  in 
his  review  of  the  conduft  of  the  Company's  fervants  in  In- 
dia. Many  other  inftances,  equally  ft rong,.  might  be  al- 
kdged,  but  I  (hall  mention  only  two. 

It  appears  by  the  records  of  your  proceedings,  that  one  of 
the  Company's  fervants  levied,  on  the  natives,  a  tax  of  two 
thoufand  a  year,  for  the  charges  of  his  toilet ;  a  fecond  tax 
of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  a  year,  for  the  expences  of  his 
table ;  a  third  tax  of  two  thoufand  a  year,  as  perquifites  to 
his  footman.  Thefe  fums  he  extorted,  not  from  the  great 
and  from  the  rich,  but  from  wretches  who  had  nothing  but 
their  fubfiftence  to  give.  So  intenfe  was  the  tyranny  of  the 
Company's  fervants,  that  they  aggravated  the  mifenes  even 
of  peftilence  and  famine ;  for  when,  in  many  of  the  diftrifis 
of  Bengal,  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  were  fwept  away, 
the  Company's  colleftors  compelled  the  living  to  pay  the 
taxes  of  the  dead. 

Equally  ruinous  with  thefe  horrid  oppreflions,  though  not 
equally  rapid  in  their  operation,  is  the  cuftom  fo  repeatedly 
recommended  by  the  Direftors  at  home,  fo  eagerly  adopted 
by  their  fervants  abroad,  of  difpoflefling  the  Rajahs  and  Ze- 
mindars, the  ancient  nobility  and  hereditary  proprietors  of 
the  foil,  and  of  letting  their  lands  on  leafe  to  the  higheft 
bidder;      While  thefe  chieftains  had  pofieffioh  of    their 
eftates,  each  was  confidered  by  the  people,  not  only  as  their 
judge  in  time  of  peace,  and  their  leader  in  time  of  war,  but 
as  the  general  father  of  bis  diftri£t.     Such,  indeed,  is  the 
affeftion  the  people  bear  them,  that  even  in  diftrefs  and  po- 
verty, and  baniihment  itfdf,  they  will  not  leave  them :  if 
poor,  they  contribute  all  they  can  to  their  relief;  if  banifh- 
ed,  they  follow  them  to  exile.     To  reftore  thefe  unfortunate 
men  to  their  eftates,  is  to  reftore  profperity  and  happineis  to 
places  that  have  long  been  the  feats  of  delblation  and  defpair. 
If,  then,  nothing  more  were  to  be  confidered  in  the  honou- 
rable Secretary's  plan,  but  its  probable  effett  on  the  interefts 
of  the  natives' of  India,  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  thanks, 
not  only  of  the  Brahmins,  not  only  of  every  other  Hindoo, 
whofe  bleffings  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  told  us 
will  be  poured  upon  htm,  but  of  every  human  being  who 
feels  an  mtereft  in  the  fufferings  of  his  kind.     Every  friend 
to  humanity  would  think  himlelf  largely  his  debtor.     ~ 

But  examine  the  effefts  which  this  fyftem  will  have  on 
the  rights  of  the  India  Company  ;  examine  the  effefis  it  wilt 

have 
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have  on  the  Brttifh  conftitution :  you  will  find  it  embarrat 
fed  with  difficulties  without  end  ;  evils  of  uncommon  mag* 
nitude  rife  upon  the  view* 

This  bill  avowedly  abrogates  the  Company's  charters. 
Charters,  Sir,  are  not  like  other  laws,  repealable  at  the  will 
tof  the  Legiflature;  they  are  compacts,  and  cannot  be  ji? ft ly 
cancelled  without  the  confent  of  both  the  contracting  par* 
ties.  That  Parliament  has  a  right  (o  interfere  in  preferring 
the  mode  in  which  the  Company's  territorial  pofleffions  (hall 
be  governed,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  ;  for  inch  interfe- 
rence implies  no  breach  of  the  Company's  charter.  But  to 
fubvert  their  conftitution,  on  the  plea  of  an  uaproveff  and 
unreal  neceffity,  unproved  and  unreal  as  applied  to  thefe  ob- 
jects ;  to  violate  felemn  compacts,  to  break  through  engage* 
Uients,  for  the  obfervance  of  which  the  faith  and  honour  of 
the  nation  have  been  pledged  ;  the  authority  of  Parliament 
itfelf  does  not  extend  fo  far ;  for  even  the  omnipotence  of 
Parliament  is  circumfcribed  by  the  eternal  laws  of  juftice. 
Is  there  a  man  who  ventures  to  deny  this  maxim  ?  One  fuch 
nan  it  feems  there  is  :  "  Away  with  their  chartered  rights," 
faid  the  right  honourable  gentfeman  (Mr.  Burke) ;  "  you 
are  not  bound  to  obferve  them  :"  the  great  charter  gives  you 
authority  to  vidlate  all  charters.  The  great  charter  gives 
you  a  right  to  do  the  extremity  of  wrong.  Such  is  the  (pi- 
rit  of  this  new  fyftem  ;  fuch  are  the  maxims  by  which  its 
advocates  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe.  Bur  the  facred  rights 
which  charters  give,  are  not  the  only  rights  which  this  bill 
violates;  it  has  a  wider  aim;  for  its  principle  is  levelled  at 
all  the  rights  of  property.  The  fame  power  which  appoints 
agents  and  ftewards  to  the  India  Company  agaiftft  their  will, 
and  makes  them  independent  of  their  control,  may  equally 
appoint  an  agent  and  fteward  to  the  eftate  of  every  gentle- 
man who  hears  me  ;  may  equally  afiign  the  management  of 
his  affairs,  the  collection  of  his  rents,  and  their  difpofal, 
when  collected,  to'  a  perfon  in  whofe  appointment  bis  will 
had  no  fhare,  and  otfer  whofe  actions  he  has  no  control. 
But  the  power  which  deprives  him  of  the  management  aad 
difpofal  of  his  property,  does,  in  effect,  deprive  him  of  his 
property  itfelf. 

This  principle  once  efUblifhed,  what  fecufity  have  the 
other  public  companies  o(  the  kingdom  ?  What  fecurity  has 
the  Bank  of  England  ?  What  fecurity  has  the  South-Sea 
Company  ?  What  fecurity  have' any  of  the  public  corpora- 
tions ?  What  fecurity  have  the  national  Creditors,  or  indeed 
amy  individual,  either  for  his  public  or  his  private  rights  ? 
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It  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  fuppofe  that  this  prin- 
ciple, once  admitted,  will  operate  only  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  and  on  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  Good 
principles  may  fleep;  but  bad  ones  never  will.  *Tis  the 
curie  of  fociery  that  when  a  bad  principle  is  once  eftablifhed, 
bad  men  will  always  be  found  to  give  it  ifs  full  effect. 

Xumberlcfs  are  the  objections  that  miy  be  made  to  this 
pernicious  fyftem  ;  but  J  will  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  enor- 
mous addition  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown  that  muft 
refult  from  the  creation  of  fifteen  new  placemen  ;  of  place- 
men invefted  not  only  with  all  the  patronage  which  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  commercial  concerns  of  lo  vaft  a  Company 
muft  give  them,  among  the  manufacturing  and  trading  i«- 
terefts  at  home,  but  likewife  with  the  lubftantial  and  exor* 
bitant  power  that  xinuft  attend  the  receipt  of  little  lefs  than 
five  millions  of  revenue,  and  the  government  of  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  people.  I  willnot  fay  any  thing  of  the 
breach  which  this  fyftem  makes  in  the  conftitution,  by  giv- 
ing executive  authority  to  thofe  in  whom  the  conftitution 
acknowledges  only  legislative ;  nor  will  I  make  any  remarks 
on  the  means  which  this  fyflem  feems  calculated  to  afford  a 
Minifter,  on  the  one  hand,  of  controling  Parliament  by  the 
influence  of  the  Crown,  if  that  fhould  be  neceffary  to  his 
views;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  this  better  fuits  his 
fthemes,  of  controling  the  Crown  by  an  exteniion  of  the 
executive  power  of  Parliament.— I  fay,  Sir,  I  will  not  en- 
large on  thefe  things,  for  no  evidence  of  argument,  no 
power  of  language  can  add  to  the  melancholy  reflections 
which  the  very  mentioo  of  them  excites  in  tr^e  mind  of 
every  thinking  man.  fiat  I  fhall  be  told,  that  to  find  fault 
is  an  eafy  talent ;  and  (hall  be  afked,  perhaps,  "  what 
better  fyftem  have  you  to  propofe  r" 

In  the  firft  place,  allow  me  to  exprefs  my  firm  belief, 
that  if  any  equitable  plan  were  propofed,  any  plan  not  en- 
tirely incontinent  with  their  prefent  rights,  not  wholy  in- 
compatible with  their  future  intercfts,  to  fuch  a  plan,  the 
confent  of  the  Company  (dependent  as  they  are  upon  Go- 
vernment for  immediate  relief)  might  be  cafily  obtained. 

Upon  this  fuppofitioo,  the  only  juft  one  on  whicK  any 
alteration  of  this  charter  can  be  made,  I  would  propofe 
that  the  management  of  the  Company's  commercial  con- 
cerns fhall  be  committed  to  agents  chofen  by  themfelves ; 
in  other  words,  that  as  far  as  their  commercial  intereftt  are 
io<l«eftion,  the  conftitution  of  the  Company  fhall  continue 

the 
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the  fame  as  it  is ;  or,  that  if  any  alteration  be  made  in  it, 
it  be  only  that  of  reftoring  to  the  Proprietors  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  ftock  their  ancient  right  of  voting  ia  all  rcfo- 
lutions  of  their  courts 

In  the  next  place,  I  would  propofe  that  'the  management 
of  the  Company's  territorial  poffeflions  fhall  be  affigned  to 
three  perfons  refulent  in  England ;  to  three  perfons,  not  to 
feven,  nominated  by  the  Crown,  not  by  Parliament.  I 
prefer  three  perfons  to  feven,  as  adding  lels  to  the  power  of 
the  Crown  ;  I  prefer  three  perfons  to  one,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  the  time  and  talents  of  no  (ingle  man  are  equal  to  luch 
an  extent  and  variety  of  bufinefs — the  reparation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Company  from  their  territorial  poiTeffioos 
has  been  declared  by  the  honourable  Secretary  to  be  ex- 
tremely difficult — fome  difficulties  I  know  there  are,  but 
that  thofe  difficulties  are  infuperable,  or  even  of  fcrious 
magnitude,  1  can  never  believe,  iince.  the  period  of  the 
Company's  mod  fuccefsful  commerce  was  that  which  pre* 
ceded  their  territorial  conquefts;  and,  even  at  this  time, 
the  moft  lucrative  of  the  different  branches  of  their  trade 
is  that  which  they  carry  on  with  China,  where  they  have 
no  poffeflions. 

In  the  third  place,  I  would  propofe  that  the  difpofal  of 
the  revenues  of  India,  like  triat  o_f  the  revenues  at  home, 
fhall  originate  with  Parliament,  and  that  all  fums  expended 
ihall  be  applied  to  fpecific  fervices,  in  confequence  of  fpe- 
cific  grants.  Extraordinary  expences  rouft,  I  know,  be  in- 
curred ;  but  in  that  cafe,  the  perfons  who  iffue  the  money 
will  be  refponfible  to  Parliament,  and  if  their  reafons  are 
difapproved,  will  be  liable  to  punifhment,  It  were  much 
to  be  wifhed  too,  that  all  future  accounts  of  money  receiv- 
ed or  difburfed  in  India,  might  be  referred  to  a  Seleft 
Committee,  annually  appointed  by  the  Houfe ;  as  by  that 
means,  no  frauds  of  any  magnitude  could  cafily  efcape 
dete&ion. 

In  the  laft  place,  I  would  propofe,  that  during  the  re- 
maining period  of  the  Company's  charter,  fuch  part  of  the 
India  revenue  as  fhall  be  more  than  fufficient  to  maintain 
the  civil  and  military  eftablifhments  there,  fhall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  fpecific  purpofes  of  paying  the  Company's 
debts,  and  of  providing  their  inveftment.  But,  that  when 
the  Company's  charter  fhall  expire,  fuch  part  of  the  furplus 
revenue  as  Parliament  ihall  think  may  be  drawn  from  that 

I  country 
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country  without  diftrefs  and  ruin  to  the  natives,  fhall  be 
remitted  through  the  medium  of  the  Company's  inveftmenr, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  private  fortunes  of  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  are  now  tranfmitted  to  Europe,  through  the 
medium  of  inveftments  of  foreign  companies.  By  this  plan 
the  pernicious  union  of  the  two  incompatible  characters  of 
fovereign  and  merchant  would  be  deftroyed ;  the  Company 
would  be  reduced  to  their  original  character  of  merchants 
merely,  and  be  compelled  to  exchange  a  trade  of  fraud  and; 
violence  for  an  equitable  trade  on  principles  merely  com* 
mercial ;  while  the  natives,  hitherto  victims  to  the  avarice 
of  die  Company,  would  live  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
Britifh  government,  as  fecurely  as  they  formerly  lived  un- 
der the  protection  of  their  own. 

This  plan  has  alfo  thefe  farther  recommendations,  that 
it  violates  no  charters;  it  trefpaftes  on  no  man's  right;  it 
brings  with  it  no  breach  of  the  conftitution,  for  it  gives  no 
executive  power  to  the  delegates  of  the  people;  nor  would 
it  occafion  any  addition  to  the  other  power  of  the  Crown  than 
that  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  is  unavoidable ;  an 
addition  fo  fcnall,  that  it  is  not  more  than  in  proportion  to 
the  additional  means  of  control  which  would  be  given  to 
Parliament. 

1  fear,  Sir,  and  I  intreat  their  pardon  for  it,  that  I  have- 
trefpaffed  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  much  too  long. 
If  I  have  fo  offended,  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any  pre- 
sumptuous opinion  of  myfelf,  nor,  I  am  fure,  to  any  de~ 
fire  of  hearing  myfelf  talk  ;  but  to  the  ftrong  and  earneft 
defire  I  feel  to  avoid  thofe  unwarrantable  fchemes,  thofe 
defperate  projefts  that  roll  on  other  principles  than  thofe  of 
the  conftitution,  of  probity  and  juftice—when  plans  of 
this  fort  are  propofed,  not  to  give  them  all  the  oppofition  $n 
my  power,  would  be  to  faenfice  my  own  peace  of  mipd» 
and  my  charafter  as  an  honeft  man, 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  jun.  went  through  an  argument  upon  Mr.  Samuel 
the  Directors'  ftate  of  the  Company's  accounts,  delivered  ?mith» 
Iaft  Thurfday,  ajifwering  Mr.  Fox's  objeftions  and  obfer- 
vations.  article  by  article,  and  charging  Mr.  Fox  with  wil- 
ful mifreprefentation.  Mr.  Smith  alio  added  an  argument 
againft  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  which  he  charged  the 
whole  with  being  a  defign  to  fend  off  fome  half-plocked 
pigeons  to  India,  in  order  that  they  might  come  back  in  full 
plumage,  decked  out  in  all  the  fplendor  of  the  Eaft. 
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Mr.  t>un»        Mr,  Dundas  [the  late  Lord  Advocate]  rofe,  and  in  an 
animated  and  manly,  but  fair  and  difpafuonate  fpeech,  de* 
livered  his  opinion  at  large  on  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  of  the  bill  he   had  himtelf  brought  in  laft  fef- 
fion,  and  on  the  bill  then  under  coqiideration.     He  defired 
the  Houfc  to  look  a  moment  at  the  very  extraordinary  mtrn 
ner  in  which  that  bill  flood  before  them.     When  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  opened  it,  he  had  been  undcrftocd  o 
declare  the  Eaft-India  Company  bankrupts*     He  couKi  n  -t 
himfelf  fay  whether  this  was  the  cafe  or  not,  but  he  h -J 
read  it  in  a  Report  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman', 
fpeech  at  an  inn  on  the  road  to  town.     That  Report  ftated 
the  Secretary  to  have  made  fuch  a  declaration,  and  the 
newfpaper  was  not  a  partial  one,  and  it  was  well  known  not 
to  be  adverfe  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     Take  it 
for  granted  however,  that  this  was  a  miftake.     Under  this 
mi  (take,  the  Court  of  Directors  prepare  an  account  of  their 
affairs,  made  up  juft  as  if  they  were  bankrupts.     The  right 
honourable  Secretary  anfwered  the  account  with  great  inge- 
nuity, and  upon  that  iffue  the  bill   proceeds.     So  that  the 
Company  in  fact,  had  not  been  fairly  heard,  and  that  Houfe 
were  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  any  information  the  Company 
were  able,  to  lay  before  them.     Having  dwelt  for  fome  time 
on  the  impropriety  of  proceeding  under  fuch  circumftances, 
Mr.  Dundas  laid,  as  the  King  in  his  fpeccli  at  the  end  of 
the  laft  fcflion,  mentioned  the  affairs  of  India,  and  fa  id,  it 
would  be  one  of  the  tirft  fubjecls  taken  into  confederation 
when    Parliament   met  again,  he  was  entitled  to   prefume 
'  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  by  that  time  made 
up  his  mind  to  hi*  fyftem,  and  that  he  perfectly  well  knew 
what  that  fyftem  was.     It  would  have  been  fair,  therefore, 
to  have  communicated  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  by  their 
Chairman,  or  through  fome  other  medium,  what  the  fyftem 
was,  that  they  might  have  prepared  themfelves  to  come  for- 
ward with   a  true   ftate  of  their  accounts,  and  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  bill,  when  Parliament  met.     Having 
laid  this,  he  went  into  a  detail  of  the   proceedings  of  the 
Secret  Committee,    and    of    the    origin,    principle,    and 
view  of  the  bill,  which  he  had  brought  in  laft  year.     He  de- 
clared the  laft  Adminiftration  had  no  hand  in  forming  it. 
That  it  was  drawn  onlv  bv  a  few  members  of  the  Secret 
'    Committee.     He  argued  upon  the  piopriety  of  giving  more 
power  in  India,  to  the  government  there,  rather  than  toen- 
^T£e  the  powers  here.     After  going  very  fully  through  this 
2  part 


A.  1783.  DEBATES,  283 

part  of  his  fubjeft,  he  came  to  the  confideration  of  the  pre* 
lent  bill,  which  he  reprobated,  as  big  with  the  moft  alarm- 
ing confequences  to  the  conftitution,  declaring  it  created  an 
Imperium  in  Imperio ;  and  fo  far  from  increafing  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  did,  what  was  much  worfe*  created  a  new, 
inordinate,  and  unexampled  influence,  which  it  placed  in 
the'  hands  of  the  Minifter  of  the  prefent  day,  and  his  party, 
for  five  years  together.     In  this,  he  faid,  tfyc  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  out-heroded  Herod*     Her  had  gone  be* 
yond  all  his  former  achievements  in  reducing  the  influence  of 
the  Crown;  for  this  created  an  immenfity  of  patronage; 
it  was  a  patronage  which  would  follow  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to   private   life*     He  defcri.bcd    the  dangerous 
confequences  of  fuch  an  influence ;  the  objeftion  was  not» 
he  repeated,  to  the  acceflion  of  influence  which  it  would 
give  to  the  Crown,  but  to  the  influence  which  it'  would 
create  in  the  perfons  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  independent 
of  the  Crown,  and   of  the  Parliament ;  an  influence  un- 
known to  the  conftitution,  and  which,  in  his  mind,  would 
be  infinitely  more  dangerous  than  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
however  great.     If  the  Commiflioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  they  would   become,  as  they  ought,  objefts  of 
jealoufy  to  that  Houfe ;  they  would  be  like  the  other  Mini  Ti- 
ters of  the  Crown,  for  ever  watched  by  Parliament ;  but 
this  Board,  appointed  under  the  fan&ion  and  cover  of  their 
names,  would  claim  their  peculiar  protc&ion  as  their  politi- 
cal creators,  and  their  condutt  would  not  be  watched  with 
the  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  which  it  ought  to  be.     He  de* 
(cribed  the  bill  which  he  propofed,  and  faid,  that  he  com- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  new  Secretary  of  State,  (a 
Secretary  of  State  for  India)  as  a  far  preferable  meafurc. 
He  declared,  he  had  rather  fee  the  mailer  of  the  (hew,  than 
the  puppets  he  meant  to  move ;  if  therefore  Mr.  Fox  was 
in  fuch  an  office,  he  was  pcrfuaded  the  duties  of  it  would  be 
actively  and  uiefully  di  (charged,  and  the  public  much  better 
ferved  than   by  the  (even  Emperors  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  nominate. 

The    Solicitor   General    [Mr.    Mansfield]    replied,    and  The  Soli*. 
turned  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Dundas  on  the  Minifter's  not tor  G*a' 
having  given  the  Eaft-India  Company  earlier  notice  of  his 
fyftein  upon  himfelf,  a  (king,  why  he  had  not  given  the 
Company  due  notice  of  his  bill  laft  year  ?  Mr.  Mansfield 
faid,    the   imperium  in  imperio  already  exifted;  it  was  th*     s 
Eaft-India  Company,  according  to  its  prefent  conftitution. 

O  o  a  Mr. 
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Mr.  Mansfield  added  many  other4pgent  arguments  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Dundas. 
Mr.TrPitt.      Mr,  T.  Pitt  faid   he  was   no  party   man  :    he   detcftcd 
fyftematic  and   faftious    oppofirion;    but  be  declared  he 
conlidered  the  prefent  bill,    as  fo  oppreflive  and  alarming 
an  attack  on   the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,    the   indepen- 
dence of  Parliament,  the   prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  principles  ef  the  Confutation,   that  if  to-morrow  were 
to  be  his  laft  day,   he  fhould  die  in  mote  peace  for  the  op- 
portunity he  enjoyed  that  night  of  pronouncing  his  deter- 
mined oppofirion  to  it.     It  was  one  of  the  meafures  which 
gentlemen  might  expect  from  fuch  a  Miniftry  ;   from  a  coa- 
lition who  had  entered  into  office  by  feizing  the  reins  of 
Government  by  force,  and  who  meant  to  conclude  their 
career  by  giving  the  death-blow  to  their  country. 
Lord  John       Lord   John  Cavendifh  rofc  with  fome  warmth,  and  de- 
CatendiA.  qlarcdf  words  and  aflertions  delivered  with  all  the  ardor  of 
declamation,  were  neither  proofs  nor  arguments.    When 
the  bill  came  to  be  coolly  confidercd,  the  public  would  fee 
what  pains  had   been  taken  bv  thofe  who  raifed  fo  much 
clamour  againft  it,  to  confound  their  judgements,  and  o6if« 
lead  their  underftandings.    The  bill  was  fuch  a  meafure  as 
the  iituation  of  affairs  required.     All  fyftems  muft  necef- 
farily  be  adapted  to  the  iituation  and  circumftances  of  a 
country.     Nobody  but  a  child  or  a  trifler  would  think  of 
continuing  the  prefent  Conftitution  of  the  India  Company, 
and  make  thofe  who  had  already  proved  themfelves  inade- 
quate to  the  energy  of  Government,  the  medium  of  apply* 
ing  a  new  fyftem  to  India.    There  were  then  but  two  opi- 
nions :  to  give  the  Crown  the  appointments,  or  to  nomi- 
nate in  Parliament  to  them*      The  latter  was  adopted. 
Why  }  Becaufe  it  was  the  moft  efficacious.    Becaufe  the 
bill  was  an  experiment,  and  to  give  the  fyftem  fair  trial  it 
muft  necefiarily  be  permanent  for  a  fufficient  time  to  prove 
its  utility.    That  could  not  be  done  in  any  other  way  than 
that  chofen.     It  was  neceflary  alfo  for  him  to  remind  the 
Houfe,  that  if  Parliament  did  not  pafs  that  aft,  or  fome 
other,  for  the  relief  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,   within 
twenty  days,  the  procefs  muft  iffuc  from  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  goods  of  the  Company  be  all  feized  by  virtue  of  an 
extent.     For  bv  that  time,  the  limitation  of  the   aft  of 
Parliament  would  expire.    With  regard  to  having  changed 
t    his   principles,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  he  had  never  changed 
then).    He  had  ofteo,  in  the  couric  of  a  thirty  years  parlia- 
mentary 
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mentary  life,  fourJd  it  right  to  aft  with  different  ftts  of 
pien.  He  had  never  deferted  others,  but  others  had  defer- 
red him,  and  that  more  than  once,  twice,  or  thrice.  Lord 
John  adverted  to  what  had  been  thrown  out  about  party  and 
faction.  Party  and  fadion,  he  faid,  were  materially  dif- 
ferent ;  fadion  was  a  combination  of  men,  who,  puriuing 
their  own  intercfts,  were  confequcntly  hoftile  to  thofe  of 
their  country.  Party,  on  the  contrary,  implied  only  confi- 
dence, arifing  from  congeniality  of  opinion ;  a  band  of 
men  united  on  principle,  and  allied  to  one  another  by  the 
experience  of  mutual  integrity  ;  fuch  a  preconcert  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  firmnefs  to  a  Miniftry ;  fuch  had  ever  been 
his  opinion  ;  and  he  had  always  been  a  party  man  ;but  he 
contemned  the  idea  of  being  a  rnernber  of  a  faction.  Party 
was  a  fyftem  of  connection  founded  on  previous  confi- 
dence; faction  the  cry  of  an  heterogeneous  oppofitioj^ 
whole  aim  was  power,  and  which  purfued  it  by  an  indifcri- 
minate  attack,  both  of  what  was  right  and  what  was  wrong* 
This,  however,  was  an  invariable  maxim  in  his  political 
creed,  that  public  men  muft  ftand  on  their  public  character, 
and  that  the  private  favour  of  the  Prince  was  not  the  con- 
ftitutional  road  to  office. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  Pitt,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  Ho^W* 
rofe,  and,  in  a  fpecch  of  near  two  hours,  went  over  all  the  **itt- 
ground  of  the  debate.  He  pledged  himfelf  to  enter  into  the 
difcuffion  of  the  particulars  of  the  ftatement  of  the  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company's  affairs,  and  to  prove  the  obj  eel  ions  of  Mr. 
Fox  to  be  fallacious.  He  faid  that  he  would  venture  a  pa* 
radox.  The  bill  tended,  In  its  principle,  not  only  to  dirni-' 
nifli,  but  alfo  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
This  was  a  paradox  ;  but  he  explained  it  thus :  It  increafed 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  in  the  end ;  but  in  the  mead 
time  it  increafed  only  the  influence  of  the  prefent  Minifters, 
independent  of  the  Crown;  and  fhould  they  be  driven  from 
their  places,  they  would  carry  this  influence  with  them  into 
private  life,  and  it  would  be  exerted  againft  the  Crown* 
He  fpoke  again  of  the  Coalition ;  called  to  recollection  fe- 
veral  of  their  former  exprcflions ;.  paid  Mr.  Fox  many  high 
compliments  ;  that  he  was  the  man,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
eminently  endowed,  and  the  beft  calculated  to  fave  his 
country  :  but  this  meafure  was  fo  bold,  fo  violent,  and  fo 
tnifchievous,  that  he  could  not  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 
him.  He  charged  Mr.  Fox  with  acting  with  men,  avowed  "* 
enemies  to  thoU  principles,  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman 
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tleriiaa  had  (o  glorioufly  exerted  himfclf  in  defendiog  and 
enforcing,  when  he  had  firft  began  his  political  and  parlia- 
mentary career,  and  had  the  honour  of  fighting  by  his  fide 
in  the  fame  caufe ;  a  caufe  which  he  never  would  abandon* 
He  faid$  that  thole  who  oppofed  the  prefent  bill,  were  al- 
ways called  upon  to  produce  another  in  its  ftead.     It  might 
toot  be  improper  to  call  to  the  recol  left  ion  of  the  Houfe,  an 
fcxpreffion  w|iich  fell  from  one  of  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretaries of  State,   when,    before  the  coalition,   the  other 
tailed  upon  him  for  fomething  of  the  lame  fort.     "  No, 
fays  he,  t  by  no  means  hold  myfelf  called  upon  to  propofe 
a  meafure  in  the  room  of  that  which  I  objeft  to.     It  is  the 
bufinefs  of  Miniftejrs ;  it  is  their  duty  to  propofe  meafures 
for  the  government  of  the  country ;  it  is  ours  to  queftion 
the  wifdom,  the  propriety,  and  the  application  of  the  re- 
medies they  propofe  to  the  evils  which  cxift.*'     He  called  to 
the  memory  of  the  Houfe  another  exprefiion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's,  and  which  he  applied,  he  faid,  to  an  ho- 
nourable friend  with  whom  he  lived  in  the  clofeft  intimacy* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  would  recolleft  a 
time;  or,  if  he  did  not,  there  were  thofe  flow  near  him,  wbo 
could  put  him  in  mind  of  it,  when  the  administration  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  was  defended  upon  this 
principle  :  "  I  do  not  fupport  them  becaufe  they  are  aftive, 
induftrious,  and  able,  but  becaufe  I  cannot  find  better  to  put 
in  their  place/'     What  was  the  reply  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  i    "  That  fuch  language  was  a  libel  upon 
human  nature,"   with  other  exprcflions,   which  Mr*  Pitt 
faid  he  forbore  to  add.     But,  fays  Mr*  Pitt,  though  this 
was  the  language  of  the  right  honourable' Secretary,  I  will 
not  follow  him  in  it.     If  the  Houfe  fhould  think  it  right  to 
throw  out  this  bill,  which  I  trull  they  will,  1  pledge  myfelf 
to  bring  forward  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  India,  not  fub- 
jeft  to  theft  objeftions ;  not  charged  with  this  violence*    It 
is  not  matured  in  my  mind ;  but  the  idea  is  formed,  and  I 
pledge  myfelf  to  bring  it  forward.     In  recoile&ing  the  me- 
morabilia of  Mr.  Fox,  he  muft  not  forget  the  expreffion 
which  came  from  him  on  that  truly-memorable  day,  when 
the  peace  was  difcufled  :  "  You  called  for  a  peace,  fays  he, 
fpeaking  in  the  tone  of  the  Minifler  of  the  day ;  you  called 
for  a  peace,  and  I  have  given  you  a  peace,  fuch  a  peace  that 
you  mall  repent  of  ever  having  fought  a  peace  ;  fuch  a  peace 
as  (hall  make  you  feel,  and  fuffcr  for  your  conduit.     1  (hall 
make  you  rue  the  day  that  you  dared  to  pefter  me  with  fo 

impcrti* 
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impertinent  a  demand."  How  applicable  would  this  fen- 
tence  be  to  his  prefent  conduit !   Might  he  not  now,  in  his  i 

own  pcrfon,  fay,  you  called  for  fomething  to  be  dine  for 
the  Eaft  Indies ;  you  alked  for  fome  fettlemcnt  of  that  go-i 
vernment ;  you  (aid  that  fomething  muft  be  done  imme- 
diately ;  and  fomething  fhall  be  done ;  but  it  (hall  be  fo 
done,  that  you  (hall  repent  the  longed  day  you  have  to  live 
of  your  interference  in  the  matter.  He  talked  pf  the  liberty 
allowed  to  the  Wcftminfter  Committee  to  meet,  propofe 
amendments  of  the  laws,  fu peri n tend  Parliament,  and  control 
its  f  ondu&,  and  compared  it  with  the  not  fuffering  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  to  be  heard  or  to  make  their  defence,  when 
their  chartered  rights  and  properties  were  in  imminent  dan- 
ger. He  concluded  with  repeating  the  declaration,  that  if 
the  Houfe  fhould  throw  out  this  bill,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
bring  forward  one  which  would,  in  his  mind,  anfwer  the 
exigencies,  without  the  violence  or  danger  of  this  meafure. 

Mr.  Fox  then  rofe,    and,  in   a  fpeech  of  confiderable  Mr.  Fox, 
length,  delivered  himfelf  to  the  following  efltft  : 

SIR, 

The  ncceflity  of  my  faying  fomething  upon  the  prefent  oc* 
cation,  is  fo  obvious  to  the  Houfe,  that  no  apology  will,  I 
hope,  be  expefted  from  me  in  troubling  them  even  at  fo  late 
an  hour,  (two  o'clock  in  the  morning.)  I  (hall  not  ^nter 
much  into  a  detail,  or  minute  defence,  of  the  particulars  of 
the  bill  beforfeyou,  becaufe  few  particular  objection*  have 
been  made.  The  oppofition  to  it  confiding  only  in  general 
reafonings,  of  little  application  fome,  and  fome  totally  difc 
tant  from  the  point  in  queftion. 

This  bill  has  been  combated  through  its  paft  ftages  upon 
various  principles ;  but  to  this  moment  the  Houfe  has  not 
heard  it  canvaflcd  upon  its  own  intrinfic  merits.  The  de- 
bate this  night  has  turned  chiefly  upon  two  points — viola- 
tion of  charter ,  and  increafe  of  influence ;  and  upon  both  thefe 
points  I  (hall  fay  a  few  words. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  who  opened  the  debate,  (Mr. 
Powys)  iirft  demands  my  attention,  not  indeed  for  the  wif- 
dotn  of  the  obfervations  which  fell  from  him  this  night, 
'acute  and  judicious  though  he  is  upon  moll  occafions)  but 
from  the  natural  weight  of  all  fuch  charafters  in  this  coun- 
try, the  aggregate  of  whom  fhould,  in  my  opinion,  always 
decide  upon  public  meafures  :  but  his  ingenuity  was  never, 
in  my  opinion,  exerted  more  ineffectually,  upon  more  mis- 
taken 
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taken  principles,  and  more  inconfiftent  with  the  common 
tenor  of  his  conduft,  than  in  this  debate, 

The,honourable  gentleman  charges  me  with  abandoning 
that  caufe,  which,  he  fays,  in  term*  of  flattery,  I  had  once 
fo  fuccefs fully  aflertcd.  I  toll  him,  in  reply,  that  if  he  were 
to  fearch  the  hiftory  of  my  life,  he  would  rind  that  the  pe- 
riod of  it,  in  which  I  ftruggled  moft  for  the  real,  fubftantial 
caufe  of  liberty,  is  this  very  momjent  that  I  am  addreffing 
you."  Freedom,  according  to  ray  conception  of  ir,  confius 
hi  the  fafe  and  facred  poffefiion  of  a  man's  property,  govern* 
ed  by  laws,  defined  and  certain  ;  with  many  perlonal  privi- 
leges, natural,  civil,  and  religious,  which  he  cannot  furren- 
<}er  without  ruin  t,o  himfelf ;  and  of  which  to  be  deprived  by 
4ny  other  power,  is  defpotifm.  This  bill,  inftead  of  fub- 
vcrting,  is  deftined  to  ftabilitate  tbeib  principles  ;  inftead  of 
narrowing  jthe  bafis  of  freedom,  it  tends  to  enlarge  it ;  inftead 
of  fuppreffing,  its  obje£k  is,  to  infuft  and  circulate  the  fpirit 
of  liberty. 

What  is.  the  moft  odious  fpecies  of  tyranny  ?  Precifely 
that  which  this  bill  is  meant  to  annihilate.  That  a  handful 
of  men,  free  themfelves,  fhould  execute  the  moft  bait  and 
abominable  defpotifm  over  millions  of  their  fellow  creatures; 
that  innocence  fhould  be  the  vi&ini  of  oppreflion  ;  that  in- 
duftry  (hould  toil  for  rapine ;  that  the  harmlefs  labourer 
fhould  fweat,  not  frJr  his  own  benefit,  but  for  the  luxury 
and  rapacity  of  tyrannic  depredation.  In  a  word,  that 
thirty  millions  of  men,  gifted  by  Providence  with  the  ordi- 
nary endowments  of  humanity,  (hould  groan  under  a  fyf* 
tern  of  defpotifm,  unmatched  in  all  the  hiftoric*  of  the 
world. 

What  is  the  end  of  all  government  ?  Certainly  the  hap* 
piftefs  of  the  governed  —  Oihers  may  hold  other  opinions; 
but  this,  is  mine,  and  I  proclaim  it.  What  are  we  to  think 
of  a  government, ,  whofe  good  fortune  is  fuppofed  to  fpriog 
from  the  calamities  of  its  fubjefts,  whofe  aggrandifement 
grows  out  of  the  miferies  of  mankind  ?  This  is  the  kind  of 

government  exercifed  under  the  Eaft-India  Company  upon 
e  natives  of  Indoftan  \  and  the  fubverfion  of  that  infa* 
mous  government  is  the  main  object  of  the  bill  in  queftioo, 
.But  in. the  progrefs  of  accomplishing  this  end,  it  is  objc&ed 
that  the  charter  of  the  Company  (hould  not  be  violated ;  and 
upon  this  point,  Sir,  I  (hall  deliver  my  opinion  without  dif* 
guile.  A  charter  is  a  truft  to  one  or  more  perfona  for  foroe 
given  benefit.  If  this  truft  be  abufed,  if  the  benefit  be  oot 
obtained,  and  that  its  failure  arifes  from  palpable  guilt,  or 

(what 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  *8f 

(what  in  this  cafe  it  full  as  bad)  from  palpable  ignorance  or 
mifmanagement,  will  any  man  gravely  fay,  that  truft  fhould 
not  be  refumed,  and  delivered  to  other  hands,  more  efpecially 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  whofe  manner  of  ex- 
ecuting this  truft,  whofe  laxity  and  langour  produced,  and 
tend  to  produce,  confequences  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
ends  of  confiding  that  truft,  and  of  the  institution  for  which 
it  was  granted  ?  —  I  beg  of  gentlemen  to  be  aware  of  the 
lengths  to  which  their  arguments  upon  the  intangibility  of 
this  charter  may  be  carried.  Every  fyllable  virtually  im- 
peaches the  eftablifhment  by  which  we  fit  in  this  Houfe,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  this  freedom,  and  of  every  other  bleffing 
of  our  government.  Thefe  kind  of  arguments  are  batteries 
againft  the  main  pillar  of  the  Britilh  conftitution.  Some 
men  are  confident  with  their  own  private  opinions,  and  dif- 
cover  the  inheritance  of  family  maxims,  when  they  queftion 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution;  but  I  have  do  fcruple  in 
fubferibing  to  the  articles  of  that  creed  which  produced  it. 
Sovereigns  are  facred,  and  reverence  is  due  to  every  King  : 
yet,  with  all  my  attachments  to  the  perfon  of  a  firft  magi- 
ftrate,  had  Hived  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second,  I  fhould 
moft  certainly  have  contributed  my  efforts,  and  borne  part 
in  thofe  illuftrious  ftruggles  which  vindicated  an  empire  front- 
hereditary  fervitude,  and  recorded  this  valuable  doftrine, 
that  truft  abujid  was  revocable. 

No  man  will  tell  me,  that  a  truft  to  a  company  of  mer- 
chants, Hands  upon  the  folemn  and  fanflified  ground  by 
which  a  tiuft  is  committed  to  a  Monarch ;  and  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  reconcile  the  conduft  of  men  who  approve  that  refump- 
tion  of  violated  truft,  which  refcued  and  re-eftablifhed  out 
unparalleled  and  admirable  conftitution  with  a  thoufand  va- 
luable improvements  and  advantages  at  the  Revolution,  and 
who,  at  this  moment,  rife  up  the  champions  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company's  charter,  although  the  incapacity  and  in- 
competence of  that  Company  to  a  due  and  adequate  dif- 
charge  of  the  truft  depofited  in  them  by  that  charter,  are 
themes  of  ridicule^md  contempt  to  all  the  world ;  and  al- 
though, in  confequence  of  their  mifmanagement,  connivance, 
and  imbecility,  combined  with  the  wickednefs  of  their  Ser- 
vants, the  very  name  of  an  Englishman  is  detefted,  even  to 
a  proverb,  through  all  Afia,  and  the  national  charade*  is 
become  degraded  and  dishonoured.  To  refcue  that  name 
from  odium,  and  redeem  this  character  from  difgrace,  are 
fome  of  the  objc&s  of  the  prefent  bill:  and  gentlemen 
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fhould  indeed  gravely  weigh  their  oppofition  to  a  meafurc 
which,  with  a  thoufand  other  points  not  lefs  valuable,  aims 
at  the  attainment  of  #thele  objefts. 

Thofe  who  condemn  the  prefent  bill  as  a  violation  of  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  Eaft -India  Company,  condemn,  on 
the  fame  grouhd,  I  fay  again,  the  Revolution,  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  chartered  rights  of  King  James  IL  He,  with 
as  much  reafon,  might  have  claimed  the  property  of  domi- 
nion ;  but  wjiat  was  the  language  of  the  people  ?  No,  you 
have  no  property  in  dominion  ;  dominion  was  veiled  in  you, 
as  it  is  in  every  chief  magiftratc,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community  to  be  governed  ;  it  was  a  fa c red  truft  delegated 
by  compaft  ;  you  have  abufed  the  truft  ;  you  have  exercifed 
dominion  fqr  the  purpofes  of  vexation  and  tyranny  — not 
of  comfort,  protection,  and  good  order ;  and  we  therefore 
refume  the  power  which  was  originally  ours :  we  recur  to 
the  firft  principles  of  all  government,  the  will  of  the  many; 
and  it  is  our  will  that  you  fhall  no  longer  abufc  your  domi- 
nion. The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  Eaft -India  Company's 
Government  over  a  territory,  as  it  has  been  faid  by  Mr. 
lurke,  of  280,000  fquare  miles  in  extent,  nearly  equal  to 
all  Chriftian  Europe,  and  containing  30,000,000  of  the 
human  race.  It  matters  not  whether  dominion  arifes  from 
conqueft,  or  from  com  pad.  Conqueft  gives  no  right  to  the 
conqueror  to  be  a  tyrant ;  and  it  is  no  violation  of  right  to 
aboli fh  the  authority  which  is  mifufed. 

Having  faid  fo  much  upon  the  general  master  of  the  bill, 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  obfer  vat  ions  upon  the  re- 
marks of  particular  gentlemen  ;  and  firft  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman over  againft  me  (Mr.  Dundas.)  The  learned  gen- 
tleman has  made  a  long,  and,  as  he  always  does,  an  able 
fpeech  ;  yet,  tranflatcd  into  plain  Englifh,  and  difrobed  of 
the  dexterous' ambiguity  in  which  it  has  been  inveloped, 
what  docs  it  amount  to  ?  To  an  eftablifhment  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  this  bill  is  founded,  and  an  indircft  con- 
feflion  of  its  neceflity.  He  allows  the  frangibility  of  char- 
ters, when  abfolute  occafion  requires  it,  and  admits  that  the 
charter  of  the  Company  fhould  not  prevent  the  adoption  of 
a  proper  plan  for  the  future  government  of  India,  if  a  pro- 
per plan  can  be  achieved  upon  no  other  terras.  The  firft  of 
thefe  admiilions  fecms  agreeable  to  the  civil  maxims  of  the 
learned  gentleman's  life,  fo  far  as  a  maxim  can  be  traced  in 
a  political  charafier,  fo  various  and  flexible  :  and  to  deny 
the  fecond  of  thefe  conceffions  was  unpofliblc,  even  for  the 
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learned  gentleman,  with  a  flaring  reafon  *  upon  your  table 
to  confront  him  if  he  attempted  it.  The  learned  gentle- 
roan's  bill,  and  the  bill  before  you,  are  grounded  upon  the 
fame  bottom,  of  abufe  of  truft,  mal-adminiftration,  debi- 
lity, and  incapacity  in  the  Company  and  their  fervajits ;  but 
the  difference  in  the  remedy  is  this :  the  learned  gentleman's 
bill  opens  a  door  to  an  influence  a  hundred  times  more  dan- 
gerous than  any  that  can  be  imputed  to  this  bill,  and  depo- 
iiu  in  one  man  an  arbitrary  power  over  millions,  not  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  evil  of  this  corrupt  Miniftry  could  not  be 
felt,  but  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  fcene  of  every  mifchief, 
fraud,  and  violence.  The  learned  gentleman's  bill  afforded 
the  moft  extenfive  latitude  for  malverfation  ;  the  bill  before 
you  guards  againft  it  with  all  imaginable  precaution.  Every 
line  in  both  the  bills  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  intro- 
duce, prefumes  the  pofiibility  of  bad  admfoiftfation,  for 
every  word  breathes  fufpicion.  This  bill  fuppofes  that  men 
are  but  men  ;  it  confides  in  no  integrity,  it  trufts  no  cha- 
racter; it  inculcates  the  wifdom  of  a  jealoufy  of  power, 
and  annexes  refponfibility  not  only  to  every  attiony  but 
even  to  the  inaction  of  thofe  who  are* to  difpenfe  it.  The 
neceflity  of  thefe  provifions  muft  be  evident,  when  it  is 
known  that  the  different  misfortunes  of  the  Company  re- 
fulted  not  more  from  what  the  fervants  did,  than  from  what 
the  matters  did  not. 

To  th«  probable  effefis  of  the  learned  gentleman's  bill 
and  this,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  Allow- 
ing, for  argument's  fake,  to  the  Governor  General  of  In- 
dia, under  the  firft-named  bill,  the  moft  unlimited  and  fu- 
perior  abilities,  with  found  nets  of  heart  and  integrity  the 
rood  unquestionable ;  what  good  confeqtfencss  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expeSed  fronv  his  extraordinary,  extravagant,  and 
unconstitutional  power,  under  the  tenure  by  which  he  held 
it?  Were  his  projefts  the  moft  enlarged,  his  fyftems  the 
moft  wife  and  excellent  which  human  flcill  could  advife ; 
what  fair  hope  could  be  entertained  of  their  eventual  fuc- 
cefs,  when,  perhaps,  before  he  could  enter  upon  the  execu- 
tion of  any  meafure,  he  may  be  recalled  in  confequence  of 
one  of  thofe  changes  in  the  adminift rations  of  this  country, 
which  have  been  fo  frequent  for  a  few  years,  and  which 
fome  good  men  with  to  fee  every  year  ?  Exaftly  the  fame 
reafons  which  banilh  all  rational  hope  of  benefit   from  an 

*  Mr.  Dundas's  bill,  brought  in  Jail  year. 
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Indian  adminiftration  under  the  bill  of,  the  tainted  gentle- 
man,  juftify  the  duration  of  the  propofed  commiffion.  If 
the  difpenfers  of  the  plan  of  governing  India,  (a  place  from 
.  which  the  anfwer  of  a  letter  cannot  be  expefied  in  lefs  than 
twelve  months)  have  not  greater  (lability  in  their  fituationa 
•than  a  Britafh  Miniftry — adien  to  all  hopes  of  rendering 
our  Eaftcrn  territories  of  any  real  advantage  to  this  coun* 
try,  adieu  to  every  expe&ation  of  purging  or  purifying 
the  Indian  fyftem,  of 'reform,  of  improvement,  of  reviv- 
ing confidence,  of  regulating  the  trade  upon  its  proper 
principles,  of  reftoring  tranquillity,  of  re-eftablifhing  the 
natives  in  comfort,  and  of  fecuring  the  perpetuity  of  thefc 
buffings,  by  the  cordial  reconcilement  of  the  Indians  with 
their  former  tyrants  upon  fixed  terms  of  amity,  frtendfhip, 
and  fellowfhip.  I  will  leave  the  Houfe  and  die  kingdom 
to  judge  which  is  beft  calculated  to  accompltfh  thofe  falu- 
tary  ends;  the  bill  of  the  learned  gentleman,  which  kayet 
all  to  the  difcretion  of  one  man,  or  the  bill  before  you 
which  depends  upon  the  duty  of  feveral  men,  who  are  in  a 
Kate  of  daily  account  to  this  Houfe,  of  hourly  account  to 
the  Minifters  of  the* Crown,  of  occafional  account  to  the* 
Proprietors  of  Eaft-India  ftock,  and  who  are  allowed  fuffi- 
cient  time  to  pradife  their  plans,  unafie£ted  by  every  poli- 
tical fluctuation* 

1  But  the  learned  gentleman  wifhes  the  appointment  of  an 
Indian  Secretary  of  State  in  preference  to  thefe  Commif- 
fioners:  in  all  the  learned  gentleman's  ideas  on  the  govern* 
knent  of  India,  the  notion  of  a  new  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Indian  department  fprings  up,  and  feems  to  be  cherifhed 
with  the  fondnefs  of  confanguinity  * ;  but  that  fcheme 
ftrikes  me  as  liable  to  a  thoufand  times  more  objections  than 
the  plan  in  agitation.  Nay,  the  learned  gentleman  had  ra- 
ther, it  feems,  the  affairs  of  India  were  blended  with  the 
tufinefs  of  the  office  which  I  have  the  honour  to  hold.  His 
good  difpofition  towards  me  upon  all  occasions  cannot  be 
doubted,  and  his  fincerity  in  this  opinion'  is  unquestion- 
able. I  beg  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  reafon  which  the 
learned  gentleman  gives  for  this  preference,  and  to  fee  the 

*  Mr.  Dundas's  bill  was  to  have  appointed  a  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Indian  department,  and  to  have  made  the  Governor  General 
defpotic  in  India*  If  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  continued  in  power, 
it  was  underftood  that  Mr,  Dundas  was  to  be  the  Indian  Secretary. 
Mr.  Fox  here  alluded  to  this  anecdote.  . 
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plights  to  which  men,  even  of  his  underftanding,  are  redot* 
cd,  who  mttft  oppofe.  He  laughs  at  the  refponfibility  of  thG 
Comrniffioners  to  this  Houfe,  who,  in  his  judgment,  will 
find  means  of  toothing,  and  fattening,  and  meliorating  the 
members  into  an  oblivion  of  their  mal-adminiftration. 
What  opinion  has  the  learned  gentleman  of  a  Secretary  of 
State  1  Does  he  think  him  fo  inert,  fo  ina&ive,  fo  incapable 
a  creature,  that  with  all  this  vaunted  patronage  of  the  feven 
in  his  own  hands,  the  fame  means  of  foothing,  and  fatten- 
ing, and  meliorating  are  thrown  away  upon  him.  The 
learned  gentleman  has  been  for  fome  years  converfant  with 
Minifters ;  but  hjs  experience  has  taught  him,  it  feemt,  to 
confider  Secretaries  not  only  untainted  and  immaculate,  but 
innocent,  harmlefs,  and  incapable*  In  hit  time,  Secreta* 
ries  were  all  purity — with  every  power  bf  corruption  in 
their  hands ;' but  fo  inflexibly  attached  to  rigid  rectitude, 
that  no.  temptation  could  feduce  them  to  ufe  that  power  for 
the  porpofe  of  corrupting,  or,  to  ufe  his  own  WOfds,  fot 
foothiog,  of  fattening,  or  melforatihg.  The  learned  geotlfe* 
man  has  fortfled  his  opinion  of  the  Simplicity  and  inaftion  ' 
ef 'Sectetariea,  from  that  golden  age  of  political  pfbbity, 
when  his  own  friends  were  in  power,  and  when  himfelf 
Was  every  thing  but  i  Minifter.  This  etrontous  hmtoartity 
of  opinion  arifes  in  the  learned  gentleman's  unfufpefting, 
anfoHied  nature,  as  well  a)  in  a  commerce  with  only  the 
beft  and  pureft  Minifters  of  this  country,  which  has  givtft 
him  fo  favourable  an  impreffion  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
that  he  thinks  this  pftronage,  fo  dangerous  in  the  hands  of 
feven  Commiffioners,  perfectly  fafe  in  his  hands.  .  J  leave 
to  the  learned  gentleman  that  pleafure  which  his  mind  muft 
feel  under  the  conviftion  with  which  he  certainly  gives  this 
opinion ;  but  I  fubmit  to  every  man  who  hears  me,  what 
would  be  the  probable  comments  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  had  I  prbpofed  either  the  ereAion  of  an  Indian  > 
Secretary,  or  the  annexation  of  the  Indian  bufihtfs  to  tht 
office  which  I  hold. 

In  the  aflemblege  of  the  learned  gentleman's  6hjeEHons, 
there  is  one  (till  more  curious  than  thofe  I  have  mentioned. 
He  diflikes  this  bill  becaufe  it  cftablifhes  an  imperium  in 
imperio.  In  the  courfe  of  oppoiition  to  this  rneafure,  we 
have  been  familiarized  to  hear  certain  font i men ts  and  par- 
ticular words  in  this  Houfe — but  direfted,  in  reality,  to 
ether  places.  Taking  it  therefore  for  granted,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  has  not  fo  defpicable  an  idea  of  the  good 
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fcnfc  of /the  members,  as  to  expect  any  more  attention 
within  thefe  walls  to  fuch  a  dogma,  than  has  been  (hewn 
to  the  favourite  phrafe  of  his  honourable  friend  near  him, 
(Mr.  William  Pitt)  who  calls  a  bill  which  backs  this  fink- 
s  ing  Company  with  the  credit  of  the  State,    a  confifcatkn 

of  their  property^  I  would  wifli  to  afk  the  learned  gentle- 
man, if  he  really  holds  the  underftanding,  even  of  the 
multitude,  in  fuch  contempt,  as  to  jmagine  this  fpecies  of 
argument  can  have  the  very  flighted  effect  ?  The  multi- 
tude know  the  fallacy  of  it  as  well  as  the  learned  gentleman 
himfelf.  They  know  that  a  diffolutiou  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  has  been  wifhed  for  fcorcs  of  years,  by  man; 
good  people  in  this  country,  for  the  very  reafon  that  it  was 
an  impcrium  in  imperio.  Yet  the  learned  gentleman,  with 
,  infinite  gravity  of  face,  tells  yon  he  dillikes  this  bill,  be- 
caufe  it  eftabliflies  this  novel  and  odious  principle.  Even  a 
glance  of  this  bill,  compared  with  the  prefent  confHtutioa 
of  the  Company,  manifests  the  futility  of  this  objection, 
and  proves  that  the  Company  is, -in  its  prefent  form,  a 
thoufand  times  more  an  imperium  in  imperio  than  the  pro- 
pofed  Commiffioners.  The  word  fpecies  of  Government  is 
that  which  can  run  counter  to  all  the  ends  of  its  inftitutioa 
with  impunity.  Such  exactly  was  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany. No  man  can  fay,  that  the  Directors  and  Proprietor! 
have  not,  in  a  thoufand  in  (lances,  merited  fevere  infliction; 
yet  who  did  ever  think  of  a  legal  punifhment  for  either 
body  ?  Now  the  great  feature  of  this  bill  is  to  render  the 
Commiffioners  amenable,  and  to  puniih  them  upon  delin- 
quency. 

The  learned  gentleman  prides  himfelf  that  his  bill  did 
not  meddle  with  the  commerce  of  the  Company  ;  and  ano- 
ther gentleman,  after  acknowledging  the  folly  of  leaving 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  propofesto 
Separate  the  commerce  entirely  from  the  dominion,  and 
leave  the  former  fafe  and  untouched  to  the  Company  itfelf. 
I  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  every  gentleman  converfant  in  the 
Company's  affairs,  whether  this  meafure  is,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  practicable  at  this  moment.  That  the  reparation  of 
the  commerce  from  the  government  of  the  Eaft  may  be  ul- 
timately brought  about  1  doubt  not;  but  when  gentlemen 
reflect  upon  the  immediate  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
when  they  reflect  that  their  government  was  carried  on  for 
the  fake  of  their  commerce,  that  both  have  been  blended 
together  for  fuch  a  ferics  of  years  j  when  they  review  the 

peculiar, 
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peculiar,  perplexed,  and  involved  ftate  of  the  eaftern  terri- 
tories, their  diffimilitudc  to  every  (vftcm  iu  this  part  of  the 
globe,  and  confider  the  deep  and  laborious  deliberation 
with  which  every  ftep  for  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  a  falutary 
plan  of  government,  in  the  room  of  the  pre  lent  odious 
one,  muft  be  taken— the  utter  impofiibility  of  Joftantly 
detaching  the  governing  power  from  interference  with  the 
commercial  body,  will  be  clear  and  indubitable.  .*. 

A  gentleman  has  aiked,  why  not  choofe  the  Commiffion- 
ert  out  of  the  body  of  Directors ;  and  why  not  leave  the 
choice  of  the  Affiftant  Directors  in  the  Court  of  Pro* 
prietors  ?  That  is  to  fay,  why  not  do  that  which  would 
infallibly  undoe  all  you  are  aiming  at  ?  I  mean  no  general 
difparageraent  when  I  fay  that  the  body  of  the  Director* 
have  given  memorable  proofs  that  they  are  not  the  fort  of 
people  to  whom  any  man  can  look  for  the  fuccefs  or  fal- 
vation  of  India.  Amongft  them  there  are,  without  doubt, 
fome  individuals  refpeftable,  both  for  their  knowledge  and 
integrity  ;  but  I  put  it  to  the  candour  of  gentlemen,  whe- 
ther they  are  the  fpecies  of  men  whofe  wifdom,  energy, 
and  diligence,  would  give  any  promife  of  emancipating  the 
Ead-India  concerns  from  their  preient  difafters  and  di (gra- 
ces. Indeed  both  queftions  may  be  anfwered  in  two . 
words.  Why  not  choofe  the  Directors,  who  have  ruined 
the  Company  ?  Why  not  leave  the  power  of  election  in  the 
Proprietors,  who  have  thwarted  every  good  attempted  by  tbi 
Direflors  f 

The  laft  point  adverted  to  by  the  learned  gentleman  re- 
lates to  influence  j  and  upon  his  remarks,  combined  with  J 
what  fell  from  lome  others  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  a  few  obfervations.  Much  of  my  life  has  been/ 
employed  to  diminifh  the  inordinate  influence  of  the  Crown* 
In  common,  with  others,  I  fuccceded,  and  1  glory  in  it* 
To  fupport  that  kind  of  influence  which  I  formerly  fub- 
'  verted,  is  a  deed  of  which  I  (hall  never  deferve  to  be  ac- 
cufed.  The  affirmation  with  which  I  firft  introduced  this 
plan,  I  now  repeat  ;  1  re-aflcrfc  that  ihis  bill  as  little  aug- 
ments the  influence  of  the  Crown,  as  any  meafure  which 
can  be  devifed  for  the  government  of  India,  that  prefenta 
the  flighted  promife  of  folkl  fuccefs,  and  that  it  tends  to  en- 
creafe  it  in  a  far  lefs  degree  than  the  bill  propofed  by  the 
learned  gentleman.  The  very  genius  of  influence  confifts 
in  hope  or  fear ;  fear  of  lofinc  what  we  have,  or  hope  of 
gaining  more.  Make  thefe  Commiffioners  removeable  at 
*                                                                             will, 
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will,  and  you  fee  all  the  little  paffions  of  human  nature 
afloat.  If  benefit  can  be  derived  from  the  bill,  you  had 
better  burn  it  than  make  the  duration  fhort  of  the  time 
neceflary  to  accomplifh  the  plans  it  is  deftincd  for.  That 
confideratiop  pointed  out  the  expediency  of  a  fixed  period ; 
and  in  that  refpeft  it  accords  with  the  principle  of  the 
learned  gentleman's  bill;  with  this  fuperior  advantage,  chat 
inftead  of  leaving  the  Commiflioners  liable  to  all  the  influ- 
ence which  fprings  from  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
General,  removeablc  at  pUafure,  this  bill  invefts  them  with 
the  power  for  the  timi  fpecified  upon  the  fame  tenure  that 
Britiflt  Judges  hold  their  ftation,  removeable  upon  delin- 
quency, punifhable  upon  guilt,  but  fearleft  of  power  if 
they  discharge  their  truft,  liable  to  no  inducement,  and  with 
full  time  and  authority  to  execute  their  fun&ions  for  the 
common  good  of  the  country,  and  for  their  own  glory.  I 
heg  of  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  this*  difference,  and  then 
judge  upon  the  point  of  increafing  the  influence  ef  the 
Crown,  contrafted  with  the  learned  gentleman's  bill. 

The  ftate  of  accufations  againft  me  upon  this  fubjeft  of 
influence,  is  truly  curious.  The  learned  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Dundas)  in  ftrains  of  emphafis,  declares,  that  this  bill  di- 
HHnifhes  the  influence  of  the  Crown  beyond  all  former  at- 
tempts, and  calls  upon  tho'fe  who  formerly  voted  with  him 
in  fupport  of  that  influence,  again  ft  our  efforts  to  reduce  it, 
and  who  now  fit  near  me,  to  join  him  now  in  oppofing  my 
attempts  to  diminifh  that  darling  influence.  He  tells  them 
I  out- berod  Herod ;  that  I  am  out  doing  all  my  former  out 
doings ;  and  proclaims  me  as  the  mcrciiefs  and  infati^te  eoe- 
my  of  tfie  influence  of  the  Crown. 

Down  fits  the  learned  gentleman,  and  up  ftarts  an  honour- 
able gentleman,  with  a  charge  againft  me,  upon  the  fame 
fubjea,  of  a  nature  the  direft  reverie.  I  have  fought  under 
your  banner,  cries  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Martin) 
againft  that  fell  giant,  the  influence  of  the  Crown ;  I  hate 
bled  in  that  battle  which  you  commanded,  and  have  a  claim 
upon  the  rights  of  foldiermip.  You  have  conquered  through 
us ;  and  now  that  vi&ory  is  in  your  arms,  you  turn  traitor 
to  our  caufe,  and  carry  over  your  powers  to  the  enemy. 
The  fierceft  of  your  former  combatants  in  the  caufe  of  ifl- 
fiuence,  falls  far  fhort  of  you  at  this  moment ;  your  at- 
tempts in  re-ere£ting  this  monfter,  exceed  all  the  exertions 
of  your  former  foes.  This  night  you  will  make  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  a  coloflus,  that  fhall  beftride  the  ]ux)> 
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and  crnih  every  impediment.  I  impeach  you  for  treachery 
to  your  ancient  principles  —  come,  come,  and  divide 
with  us ! 

This  honourable  gentleman,  after  a  thruft  or  two  at  the 
Coalition,  fits  down;  and  whilft  the  Houfe  is  perplexing 
itfelf  to  reconcile  thefe  wide  differences,  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr*  W.  Pitt)  confounds  all  paft  x 
cootradiftions,  by  combining,  in  his  own  perfoh,  thefc  ex-* 
travagant  extremes.  He  acknowledges  that  he  has  digefted 
a  paradox ;  and  a  paradox  well  be  might  call  it,  for  never 
did  a  groffer  one  puzzle  the  intellects  of  a  public  afiemb)y« 
By  a  miraculous  kind  of  difcernment  he  has  found  out,  that 
the  bill  both  imreafei  and  diminijhci  the  influence  of  the 
Crown. 

The  bill  diminilhes  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  fays 
one;  you  are  wrong,  fays  a  fecond,  it  increafes  it:  you 
are  both  right,  fays  a  third,  for  it  both  increafes  and  diipi* 
nifhes  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  Now,  as  moft  mem- 
bers have  one  or  other  of  thefe  opinions  upon  the  fubjeft, 
the  honourable  gentleman  can  fafely  join  with  all  parties 
upon  this  point;  but  few,  I  truft,  will  be  found  to  join  h^m- 

Thus,  Sir,  is  this  bill  combated,  and  thus  am  1  accufed* 
The  nature  and  fubftance  of  thefe  objections  I  conftrue  as 
the  ftfongeft  comment  upon  the  excellence  of  the  bill.  If  a 
more  rational  oppofition  could  be  made  to  it,  no  doubt  it 
would.  The  truth  is,  it  increafes  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  influence  of  party  as  little  as  poffible  ;  and 
if  the  reform  of  Iadia,  or  any  other  matter,  is  to  be  poft- 
poncd  until  afcheme  be  devifed,  againft  which  ingenuity,  or 
ignorance,  or  caprice,  (hall  not  raife  objections,  the  affairs 
of  human  life  moft  {land  ftill. 

I  beg  the  Houfe  will  attend  a  little  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  progrefs  of  this  bill  has  been  retarded,  especially  by  tho 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt.)  Firft,  the  members 
were  not  all  in  town,  and  time  was  defined  upon  that  account. 
Next,  the  finances  of  the  Eaft-Indiat  Company  were  mif- 
ftated  by  me,  and  time  was  defired  to  prove  that.  The 
time  came,  the  proofs  exhibited, .  counfel  beard,  and  yet  the 
iffue  was,  that  my  former  ftatement,  inftcad  of  being  con- 
troverted, became  more  eftablifhed  by  the  very  proofs  which 
were  brought  to  overturn  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  mifrcprefented  me  to-night  again  :  he  has  an  evident 
pleafure  in  it,  which  indeed  I  cannot  prevent ;  but  I  can 
prevent  this  Houfe  and'  this  country  from  believing  him. 

Vol.  XII,  dq  He 
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He  prefers  the  authority  of  hi*  own  conception    (tager 
enough  m  alleonfcience  to  imftuiderfand  me)  of  watati 
fa  id  to  my  own  repeated  declarations  of  my  own  meaning* 
Me  fwppofes  i  twiftake  becaofe  he  withe*  ir.     !  ttnror  did  (ay 
the  Company  were  abfbtate  bankrupts  I*  the  atliount  of  the 
debt,  but  I  ford  there  was  foatwediatfc  ntceffity  of  paying 
that  given  funv,  without  arty  immediate  meant  of  probating 
for  1u    The  account  of  the  Company's  circuaritanoea,  oia* 
fented  Uft  week,  farnilhed  matter  of  triumph  to  die  W 
nourabte  gentleman  fbrth*  ftittfp&ot  of  thretbtutu,  that  it 
to  Jay,  whilft  counfel  were  at  the  fear.    I  made  noobja&ioa 
to  the  account  but  thh  trijti/ig  one  — that  i*,«oo,ocol%  were 
ftafced  which  ooght  not  to  appear  at  *41  there,  and  which  were 
placed  there  only  for  delufion  and  fallacy.     I  never  ofajtAed 
to  the  arithmetic  of  the  account.     The  fumt,  I  doubt  not, 
were  accurately  eaft  up  even  to  altera :  yet  the  Hoojfe  wiit 
recoiled,  that  the  honourable  gejttleman,  fcbodt  that  tery 
hotfr  of  that  debate,  endeavoured  tto  prowaft  the  b*& ntft  to 
the  next  day,  upon  adoring  the  Houft  that  the  Company 
woeld  then  fnpport  their  ftatewttnt,     I  refuted  to  acoodc,  bo. 
catffe  1  knew  the  matrer  totfe  mere  fluffing,  and  wanoBQ* 
vering  ior  a  vdte,  and  that  tfet  Company  e*uld  tnt  Joaport 
their  ftatemem.     Was  I  right  ?  The  Hotife  leas  whather  I 
wat :  the  Houfe  fees  the  finance  poft  is  now  totally  abandon* 
ed,:  and  for  the  bed  Teafon  hi  the  world,  beoMte  k  ft  ao 
longer  tenable.     Bat  the  honourable  gentleman  is  imbed  a 
mah  of  refources  ;  be  now  gitcs  me  a  challenge,  and  I  beg 
the  Houfe  tt>  remark,  that  I  acceipt  kit  ehalteajgaj  and  th* 
I  prophecy  he  will  no  more  meet  ma  upon  (kit  thWupoa 
Hie  former  points. 

But  there  is  no  limit  to  a  youthful  and  vigoroa*  faacy  — 
The  right  hondortiBle  genilemjm  jn'fl  now,  4ri  *««y  Uncm 
terms,  and  with  all  his  habitual  gravity,  engages,  if  the 
Houfe  will  join  in  oppofing  at  to-nfght,  ^fhtt  ht  oriM'digpft 
and  mefhodtfe  a  plan,  the  outline  of  which  toe  has  already 
conceived:  •  He  has  nothing >mu>  to  offer)  >bet  juftty  confi- 
ding in -the  fertility  of' hi*  own  taagtafctiotH  and  tfaa  tetut 
excrctfe  df  his  ftcuttiiM,  he  promile*  that  ha  toiti  being  a 
plan,  provided  the  majority  of  this  Moufe  will  joio  hknto* 
night.    Now,  if  eVer  an  idea  was  thrown  out  00  pick  vp  a 
ft  ray  vote  or  two  in  the  heel  <Wf  a  4dbate,  4n/  a  device,  the 
idea  given  a  wnile  ago  by  the  honourable  gtsmtemau  is  pi** 
dfely  fuch  j  but  if  lean  atigur  rightly  frona  the  ctfltyto* 
*  tioo 
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tien  of  the  Heufe,  bis  prefect  will  have  cxa&Iy  the  fame 
iuccets  with  all  his  paft  ftratagt  uas  to  oppbfe  this  bill  *•     . 

Hit  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Dundas)  with  lingular  placid- 
ncA,  without  (mile  or  fnecr,  has  laid,  "  as  this  tpeafure 
was  probably  decided  upon  fome  time  fince,  the  Eaft-Indja 
Company,  wbc  could  not  expeii  fuch  a  blew,  ought  to  have 
been  informed  of  the  intended  pro}e&.  The  Company  was 
evidently  unaware  of  this  attack,  and,  in  fairacfe,  fhoutd 
have  beed  apprifed'of  it/9  Does  ihc  learned  gentleman 
imagine  men  are  in  their  fobcr  fenfes,  who  lifton  to  fuoh 
,ca*  iHng  and  quibbling  oppotioon  }  The  Company  unaware 
*f  th«  attack  !  The  learned  gentleman's  own  labours,  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  intimation,  had  been  an  anlple  warn- 
ing to  the  Company  to  be  prepared.  Every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  who  reads  a  newfpjpcr,  expefted  fomething; 
and  due  only  wonder  with  the  nation  was,  how  it  could  be 
fo  long  delayed.  The  reports  of  the  Committees  alarmed 
the  public  fo  much,  for  the  honour  of  the  country,  and  for 
the  faivation  of  the  Company,  that  all  eyes  were  upon  Raft- 
India  afftirs*  This  fort  of  observation  had  indeed  much  bet- 
ter come  from  any.  other  man  in  this  Houfe,  than  from  that 
identical  gentleman. 

if  thefts  were  not  fufficient  to  roufe  the  attention  and  dili- 
gence of  the  Company,  his  Majefty's  fpecch  at  the  com- 
mencement and  concluiion  of  the  late  feflion  of  Parliament, 
gave  thern  note  of  preparation  in  the  raoft  plain  and  decidve 
terms.  In  his  opening  fpeecb,  his  Majefty  thus  fpeaks  to 
Parliament  upon  the  fubjeft  of  India  : - 

"  The  regulation  of  a  vaft  territory  in  Afia,  opens  a 
large  field  for  your  vifdor*,  prudence,  and  forefight  :  I  truft 
that  you  will  be  able  to  form  fome  fundamental  laws  which  I 
may  make  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain  a  hlefiing  to*  V 
India ;  am)  that  you  will  take  therein  proper  meafurts  to 
give  all  foreign  nations,  in  matters  of  foreign  commerce, 
an  entire  and  perfed  confidence  in  the  probity,  punctuality, 
and  good  order  of  our  government.  You  may  be  allured 
that  whatever  depend*  upon  me,  (hall  be  executed  with  a 
fieadinefs,  \vhirb  can  alone  proferve  that  part  of  my  domi- 
nions, or  the  commerce  which  arifes  from  it." 

The  Learned  pcntlcinen,  who  kno  vs  more  of  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  cabinet  at  that  time  than  1  do,  can  better  tell 


*  He  was  right}  for  the  MTm'ftry  had  an  acccIBon  of  five  voces 
this  night,  above  the  former  divifion.* 

Qjl  a  whether 
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whether  any  mcafurc  of  this  nature  was  then  intended.    The 
words  are  very  wide,  and  feem  to  portend  at  leaft  fomething 
very  important ;  but  whether  any  thing  fimilar  to  this  mea- 
fure  was  meant,  as  this  pafTage  feems  to  imply,  or  not,  is 
indifferent  to  the  point  in  queftion.     This  is  clear  from  it, 
that  it  gives  a  very  ceremonious  warning  to  the  Eaft- India 
Company  ;  enough  furely  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  and  futi- 
lity of  the  learned  gentleman's  remark.     The  changes  and 
circumftances  of  the  Cabinet,  in  the  cburfe  of  the  laft  fcf- 
fion,  can  be  the  only  excufe  for  the  delay  of  fome  decifive 
.  meafure  with  regard  to  India ;  and  if  in  addition  to  all  thefe, 
any  thing,  more  is  requifite  to  confirm  the  notoriety  of  Par* 
lament's  being  to  enter  upon  the  bufinefs,  the  following  pa- 
ragraph of  the  King's  clofing  fpcech,  laft  July,  completes 
the  mafs  of  evidence  agairft  the  learned  gentleman. 
*  '     His  Majefty,  after  intimating  a  belief  that  he  {hall  be 
obliged  to  call  his  Parliament  together  earlier  than  ufual, 
thusfpeaks:  — 

%"  The  confideration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies  will 
require  to  be  refumed  as  early  as  poffible,  and  to  be  purfued 
with  a  ferious  arid  unremiting  attention/'  Superadd  to  all 
this,  the  part  of  the  King's  opening  fpeech  this  year  upon 
India ;  and  if  the  whole  do  not  conftitute  fuffictent  tcfti* 
mony  that  the  Company  had  full  notice,  nothing  can. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  the  learned  gentleman  ac- 
cufes  us  of  furprifing  the  Company  ;  and  his  right  honoura- 
ble friend,  in  hopes  his  propofal  of  another  bill  may  have 
weight   in  the  divifion  —  repeats   the  hacknied  charge  of 
precipitation,  and  forces  the  argument  for  delay  in  a  taunt, 
"  that  we  with  to  get  rid  of  our  torments,  by  fending  this 
s  bill  to  the  other  Houfe."     The  honourable  gentleman's  ta- 
lents are  fplendid  and  various ;  but  I  allure  him,  that  all  hit 
efforts,  for  the  laft  eight  days,  have  not  given  me  a  (ingle 
torment.     Were  I  to  chufe  a  fpecies  of  oppofition  to  infure 
a  minifterial  tranquillity,  it  would  be  the  kind  of  oppofition 
which  this  bill  has  received,  in  which  every  thing  brought  to 
confute,  has  tended  to  confirm,  and  in  which  the  arguments 
adduced  to  expofe  the  weaknefs,  have  furnifhed  materials  to 
eftablifh  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure  :  fo  impoflible  is  it, 
without  fomething  of  a  tolerable  caufe,  even  for  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  abilities  to  have  effcel,  though  his 
genius  may  make  a  flourifhing  and  fuperior  figure  in  the 
attempt. 

_  Before 
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Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  the  debate, .  I  mfli 
to  fay  one  word  upon  a  remark  of  the  learned  gentleman  : 
he  fays,  that  the  claufe  relative  to  jhe  zemindars  was  fug- 
gefted  by  his  obfervations.  God  forbid  I  fhould  detract 
from  the  merit,  or  diminifh  the  defert  of  any  man.  Un- 
doubtedly that  excellent  part  of  the  Regulation  bill  derives 
from  the  learned  gentleman ;  and  if  he  were  in  this  Houfc 
when  I  introduced  the-iubjeft  of  India,  he  would  have 
known  that  I  did  him  full  and  complete  juftice  upon  that 
point. 

My  noble  friend  (Lord  John  Cavendifh)  has  fa  id,  this  bill 
does  not  a  rife  from  the  poverty  of  the  Company,  but  that 
liberal  policy  and  national  honour  demanded  it.  Upon  the  v 
laft  day  this  bill  was  debated,  I  confined  myfelf  chiefly  to 
the  demon  ft  rat  ion  of  the  faUacy  and  impofture  of  that  no* 
table  (chedule  prefented  by  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  and 
having  proved  its  falfehood,  I  can  now  with  the  greater 
fafcty  declare,  that  if  every  (hilling  of  that  fictitious  pro- 
perty was  real  and  forth  coming,  a  bill  of  this  nature  was 
not  therefore  the  lefs  neceffary.  I  thought  we  were  fullj 
underftood  upon  this  point,  from  the  opening  fpeech  in  this 
bufinefs,  which  did  not  fo  degrade  the  meaiure  as  to  fay  it 
originated  in  the  poverty  of  the  Company,  which,  as  my 
noble  friend  rightly  remarks,  was  the  fm  a  licit  reafon  to  its 
adoption,  and  which  opinion  is  not,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  insinuates,  "  fhiftjng,"  but  recognifing  and  re- 
cording the  true  grounds  of  the  bill.  If  any  mifunder- 
ftanding  then  has  hitherto  taken  place  upon  this  head,  it 
will,  I  truft,  ceaie  henceforth,  and  fo  odious  a  libel  upon 
this  country  will  not  pafs  torrent,  as  that  fordid  motives  only 
induced  the  government  of  England  to  that  which  we  were 
hound  to  db,  as  politicians,  as  Chriftians,  and  as  men,  by 
every  confideration  which  makes  a  nation  rcfpedlablc, 
great,  and  glorious ! 

Having  vindicated  the  bill  from  this  afperfioo,  and  foun- 
ded it  upon  that  1?aiis  which  every  boneft  and  fenfible  man 
iD  England  muft  approve,  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay  that 
*>mc  regard  may  be  had  even  to  the  mean  and  mercenary 

>n  this  fubjeel  (a  portion  of  whom  we  have  here,  in 

>mon  with  all  other  countries.)     Will  fuch  men  endure 

'jib  temper  a  conftant  drain  upon  this  kingdom,  for  the 

>e  of  this  monopolizing  corporation  ?  Will  thofe,  for  in- 

mce,  who  clamour  againft  a  two-penny  tax,  afford,  with 

>od  humour,  million  after  million  to  the  Eaft-Iodia  Com-* 
•  pany  ? 
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pany  ?  The  SinkirigFund  is  at  this  moment  a  million  the 
wofte  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  Company,  and  as  the 
aoble  Lord  (Lord.  Jqda)  fays,  an  extent  muft  in  throe 
~  weeks  arreft  their  property,  if  Parliament  does  not  ioter- 
pofe  or  enable  them  todifcharge  a  part  of  their  debt  to  the 
:  Crown.  Let  thofe,  therefore,  who  think  the  commerce 
ought  to  be  inftanrly  fcpa  rated  from  the  dominion,  (irere 
that  at  this  time  poffihle)  and  who  think  it  ought  to  be  left 
wholly  in  the  prefent  Hand*,  rcficft,  that  the  formation  of 
a  vigorous  fyftem  of  government  for  India  it  not  more  in- 
cumbent upon  as,  than  the  eftahliihrnent  of  the  caftern 
trade  upon  fuch  principles  of  folidity  and  fitnefs,  as  (hall 
give  fomc  juft  hopes  that  the  public  may  be  fpeedily  relieved 
from  the  monftrous  pre  (lure  of  conftantly  fupportiog  the 
indigence  of  the  Company. 

I  have  fpoke  of  myfelf  very  often  in  the  courfe  of  whit 
I  have  faid  this  night,  and  muft  fpeak  dill  more  frequently 
in  the  courfe  of  what  I  have  ro  fay  :  the  Houfe  will  fee 
this  auckward  talk  is  rendered  indifpenfable,  infinitely  uiorc 
having  been  faid  concerning  me9  during  the  debate,  than 
concerning  the  queftion,  which  is  the  proper  fubjefl  of 
Agitation.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
fays,  that  nothing  ever  happened  to  give  him  an  ill  impreT- 
fion  of  my  character,  or  to  prevent  a  mutual  confidence. 
He  fays  rightly ;  there  have  been  interchanges  of  civility, 
and  amicable   habits  between  us,  in  which  I  truft  1  hire 

fiven  him  no  canfe  to  complain.     But  after  pronouncing  a 
rilliant  eulogy  upon  me  and   my  capacity  to  ferve  the 
country,   the  honourable  gentleman  confidcra   roe  at 
fame  time  the  moil  dangerous  man  in  the  kingdom,  (Ml 
Pitt  faid  acrofs  the  Houfe,  "  dangtrtus  only  from  ttxi 
€'fwrc."    To  which  Mr.  Fox  inftantly  made  this  reply) 
call  upon  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  honourable  genicular 
he  thinks  me  dangerous  only  from  this  meafurt,  and  confeffc 
that  hitherto  he  has  feen  n 6 thing  in  my  conduit  tooblitcrat 
bis  good  opinion.     Compare  this  with  his  oppofition  dorii 
the  laft  and  the  pref'ut  fefiton.     Let  every  man  rdd 
that  up  to  this  momeltt  the  honourable  gentleman  deet 
me  worthy  of  confidence,  and  competent  to  my  fituatK 
in  the  State.     I  thank  him  for  the  fupport  he  has  affbrth 
to  the  Minifter  he  thus  eftcemed,  and  (hall  not  prefs  tf 
advantage  he  gives  rrie,  farther  than  leaving  to  birntelf 
reconcile  his  -pra&ice  and  his  doflnne  in  the  beftnui 
;hc  can* 

Tl 
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The  honourable  gentleman  could  hot  for  one  night  pafr 
by  the  coalition,  yet  I  think  he  might  have  chofen  a  "fitte*  ' 
time  to  expnefs  his  indignation  again  ft  the  noble,  Lord  (Lord 
North)  than  the  prefent  moment.  An  attack  upon  the 
floble  Lord  in  hit  presence  would  bear  a  more  liberal  colour}' 
and  the  caufe  of  his  abfeoce  now  *,  would  furely  rather  dif- 
irm  than  initate  a  generous  enemy.  There  are  diQincVionr- 
in  hatred,  and  the  dirtfft  foes  upon  ftich  occasions  moderate 
their  averfion.  The  coalition  is,  however,  a  fruitful  topic, 
and  die  power  of  traducing  it,  which  the  weakeft  and 
meaneft  creatures  in  the  country  enjoy  andcxercife,  is  of 
coorfe  equally  vefted  in  men  of  rank  and  parts,  though 
every  man  of  pans  and  rank  would  not  be  apt  to  partici- 
pate the  privilege.  Upon  the  coalition,  she  honourable, 
gcntltmat!  rt  welcome  to  employ  his  ingennity,  but  upon 
another  fubjeft  alluded  to  him,  I  lhaH  bu£  leave  to  adrift, 
nay  even  to  inftrirft  htm. 

In  what  fyftem  of  ethics  will  the  honourable  gentleman 
find  the  precept  taught  of  ripping  -op  old  fores,  and  reviving 
amrnofmes  among  individuals,  of  which  the  parties  them- 
felvcs  retain  no  memory  f  ?  This  kind  of  praQice  may  in* 
car  a  much  worft  charge  than  weaknefs  of  underftandlrrg, 
and  fobjefi  a  man  to  much  greater  imputations  than  are 
commonly  applied  to  political  miftakes  or  party  violence. 
The  foona'nefc  of  the  heart  may  be  liable  to  fufpicion,  and 
the  moral  charafter  be  in  danger  of  fufFeiing  by  it,  in  the 
opinion  of  mankSnd.  To  cover  fte  heats,  and  obliterate 
the  fenfe  of  former  quarrels  between  two  perfons,  is  a  very 
diftingoifhed  virtue:  to  renew  the'fubjeQ  of  fuel?  different 
ces,  aad  attempt  the  revival  of  fucb  difptftes,  deferves  a 
name  which  I  could  give  it,  if  that  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  forgotten  him fclf,  and  fallen  into  foroc  fuch  devia- 
tion He  values  himfelf,  I  doubt  not,  too  much,  again  to> 
makea  tfm'dar  flip,  and  muft  even  feel  thankful  to  me  for 
the  cqunfel  1  tbcts  takeiffie  liberty  to  give  him. 

An  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery,  (Mr.  Mar- 
tin) to  wlioin  an  abofe  of  the  coalition  iecms  a  fort  of  lux- 
ury, wifties  that  a  flarling  were  at  the  right  hand  of  the 

*  LbTd  North  left  the  hotrfe,  in  a  date  of  indifpofition,  about 
midnight. 

t  Alluding  to  the  pafftge  of  that  famous  fpoteb  of  Mr*  Foa'ft, 
which  produced  the  dud  between  him  and  Mr.  Adam,  quoted  by 
Mr.  Pin. 

i  chair 


s. 
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chair  to  cry  out  disgraceful  coalition  !  Sir,  upon  this  fub- 
jcft  I  (hall  fay  but  a  few  words  : 

r  The  calamitous  fituation  of   this  country   required  an 
jfltdminiftration  whofe  (lability  could  give  it  a  tone  of  firm- 
nefs  with  foreign  nations,  and  promife  fome  hope  of  reftor- 
ipg  the  faded  glories  of  the  country.     Such  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  could  not  be  formed  without  fome  jun£kion  of  parties ; 
and  if  former  differences   were  to   be  an   infurmountable 
barrier  to  union,  no  chance  of  falvation  remained  for  the 
country,  as  it  is  well  known,  that  four  public  men  could 
-  not  be  found,  who  had  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  taken 
oppofite  fides  in   politics.      The  great  caufe  of  difference 
between   us  and  the  noble   Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  no 
loiger    exifted;    his   perfonal  .char after  flood    high;  and 
thinking  it  fafer  to  truft  him  than  thofe  who  had  before  de- 
ceived us,  we  preferred  to  unite  with  the  noble  Lord.    A 
fimilar  junflion,  in  17579  againft  which  a  (imilar  clamour 
was  raifed,  faved  the  empire  from  ruin,  and  raifed  it  above 
the  rival/hip  of  all  its  enemies.     The  country,  when  we 
came  into  office,  bore  not  a  very  anfpicious  completion ; 
yet,  Sir,  I  do  not  defpair  of  feeing  it  once  again  refume 
it%.  confequence  in  the  fcale  of  nations,  and  make  as  fplen- 
did  a  figure  as  ever.     Thofe  who  have  affcrted  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  our  agreeing  with  the  noble  Lord  and  His  friends, 
were  falfe  prophets ;  for  events  have  belied  their  augury. 
We  have  differed  like  men,  and  like  men  we  have  agreed. 
A  body  of  the  beft  and  honefteft  men   in  this  Houfe, 
*  who  ferve  their  country  without  any  other  reward  than  the 
glory  of  the  difinterefted  diicharge  of  their  public  doty, 
approved  that  jundion,  and  fandify  the  meafure  by  their 
cordial  fupport. 

Such,  Sir,  is  this  coalition,  which  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try rendered  indifpenfable ;  and  for  which  the  hiftoiy  of 
every  country  records  a  thbufand  precedents,  yet  to  this  the 
term  difgraceful  is  applied.  Is  it  not  extraordinary,  then, 
that  gentlemen  fhould  be  under  fuch  fpells  of  falfc-delufioo, 
.as  not  to  fee,  that  if  calling  it  difgraceful  makes  it  fo, 
thefe  epithets  operate  with  equal  force  againft  thcmfelves. 
If  the  coalition  be  difgraceful,  what  is  the  anti- coalition? 
When  I  fee  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
furrounded  by  the  early  objects  of  his  political,  nay  his 
hereditary*  hatred,  and  hear  him  revile  the  coalition,  I  am 

»  Sri  i 

*  Mr.  Jeukinfon  fttacar  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundw,  &c. 

loft 
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loft  in  the  aftonifhment  how  men  can  be  fo  blind  to  their 
own  fituation,  as  to  attempt  to  wound  us  in  this  particular 
point,  poffeiTed  as  we  are  of  the  power  of  returning  the 
fame  blow,  with  the  vulnerable  part  flaring  us  dire&ly  iq 
the  face.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery 
wifties  that  a  ftarling  were  perched  upon  the  right  hand  of 
the  chair,  I  tell  him,  that  the  vyifh  is  juft  as  reafonable?  tp 
have  another  ftarling  upon  the  left  hand  of  the  chair,  t? 
chirp  up  coalition  againft  coalition,  and  fo  harmonize  theij 
mutual  difcrace,  if  difgrace  there  be. 

With  the  fame  confiftency,  an  honourable  gentleman 
palls  us  deferter$~—»us  !  a  few  cold  and  difaffctted  members 
fall  off,  then  turn  about,  and,  to  palliate  their  own  defect 
tion,  call  the  body  of  the  army  deferttn  I  We  have  not  dc- 
ferted ;  here  wc  are  a  firm  phalanx.  Deferted  indeed  we 
jjave  been  in  the  moment  of  di falter,  but  rilver  dejeded, 
and  feldom  complaining.  Some  of  thofe  who  rofe  upoq 
our  wreck,  and  who  eagerly  grafped  that  power  which  we 
had  the  labour  of  crcftmg,  now  call  us  deferters.  We  re- 
tort the  term  with  juft  indignation.  Yet  whilft  they  pre- 
fume  wef  have  the  attributes  of  men,  they  would  expedl  us 
to  have  the  obduracy  of  favages.  They  would  have  our  re- 
fentments  infatiate,  our  rancour  eternal.  In  our  opinion, 
fin  oblivion  of  ufelefs  animofity  is  much  more  noble  ;  and 
in  that,  the  condudt  of  our  accufers  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
us.  But  I  beg  0/  the  Houfe,  and  I  wifh  the  world  to  ob- 
fcrve,  that  although,  like  them,  we  have '  abandoned  ouj 
enmities,  we  have  not,  like  them,  relinquifhed  our  friend-. 
{hips  ;  but  there  are  a  fet  of  men,  who,  from  the  mere  var 
nity  of  having  confequence  as  decifive  voters,  objeft  to  all 
{table  Government ;  thefc  men  hate  to  fee  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  fo  fixed,  as  not  to  be  moveable  by  their  vote.  They 
aiTume  their  dignity  on  the  mere  negative  merit  of  not  ac- 
cepting places,  and  in  the  pride,  of  this  feif-denial,  and  the 
vanity  of  fancied  independence,  they  objeft  to  every  fyfteiu 
that  has  a  folid  bafis,  becaufe  their  confequence  is  unfelt. 
Of  fuch  men  I  cannot  be  the  panegyrift,  and  I  am  forry 
(hat  fome  fuch  men  are  among  the  moft  eftimable  in  the 
Houfe. 

An  honourable  gentleman  advifes  me  for  the  future,  not 
to  mention  the  name  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  who, 
he  fays,  would  never  countenance  a  bill  of  this  kind* 
This  is  indeed  impaling  hard  conditions  upon  thofe  who 
have  willingly  fuffcrpd  4ibr(  of  polluca]  jnartyrdom  in  the 

Vol.  XII.  R  K    '  '  "      caufe 
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caufe  of  that  noble  Lord's  principles,  thofe  who  furrendcred 
pomp  and  power,  rather  than  remain  where  his  principles 
ceafed  to  be  fafliionable,  and  were  withering  into  contempt. 
I  venerate  the  name  of  that  noble  Marquis,  and  fhall  ever 
mention  it  with  love  and  reverence ;  but  at  no  period  of  my 
life  with  more  confidence  than  at  this  moment,  when  I  fay, 
that  his  foul  fpeaks  in  every  line  of  the  bill  before  you, 
for  his  foul  fpeaks  in  every  meafure  of  virtue,  wifdom,  hu- 
mane policy,  general  juftice,  and  national  honour*  The 
name  of  the  noble  Lord  who  enjoys  his  fortune,  has  been 
mentioned  in  this  debate,  and  will  be  mentioned  again  by 
me ;  I  will  tell  the  honourable  gentlemen,  that  this  noble 
*  Lord,  (Earl  Fitzwilliam)  though  not  the  iflue  of  his  loins, 
inherits,  with  his  property,  the  principles  of  that  noble 
Marquis  in  all  their  purity  and  foundnef* ;  and  is  as  inca- 
pable as  that  noble  Marquis  himfelf,  or  as  any  man  on  earth, 

-  of  countenancing  any  act  which  either  immediately  or  ulti- 
mately tended  to  the  prejudice  of  his  country,  or  the  in- 
jury of  the  conftitution.  I  have  had  the  honour  of  know- 
ing the  noble  Earl  from  an  early  age.  I  have  obferved  the 
motives  of  his  actions ;  I  am  endeared  to  him  by  every  tie 
of  kindred  fentiment,  and  of  mutual  principle,  A  charac- 
ter more  dignified  and  exalted  exifts  not  in  the  empire ;  a 
mind  more  firmly  attached  to  the  conftitution  of  his  coun- 
try :  he  is,  what  the  nation  would  defire  in  the  heir  of 
Lord  Rockingham,  the  only  compenfation  that  we  could 
have  for  his  lofs. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  T.  Pitt)  at  the  other 

.  fide,  has  ufed  violent  terms  againft  this  bill,  and  the  mov- 
ers of  it.  Sir,  1  tell  that  honourable  gentleman,  (looking 
direflly  in  the  face  of  Mr.  T.  Pitt)  that  the  movers  of  this 
bill  are  not  to  be  brow-beaten  by  ftudied  gefture,  nor 
frightened  by  tremulous-  tones,  folemn  phraies,  or  hard 
epithets.  To  arguments  they  are  ready  to  reply ;  but  all 
the  notice  they  can  take  of  afTertions,  is  to  mark  to  the 
Houfe,  that  they  are  only  afTertions.  The  honourable 
gentleman  again  repeats  his  favourite  language  of  our  hav- 
ing ^/J/js^/  upon  the  Government ;  his  Majefty  changed  his 
Miniftry  Uft  April,  in  confequence  of  a  vote  of  this 
Houfe  ;  his  Majefty  did  the  fame  twelve  months  before,  in 
confequence  of  a  vote  of  this  Houfe.  His  Majefty  in  fo 
doing  followed  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs ;  and  his 
fucccflbr*  will,  I  doubt  not,  follow  the  example  of  his  Ma- 
jefty.   The  Totci  of  Parliament  have  always  decided  upoa 

the 
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the  da  ration  of  Miniftry,  and  always  will,  I  troft.  It  is 
the  nature  of  our  confthution;  and  thofe  who  diflike  it,  had 
better  attempt  to  alter  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  cal- 
led the  change  in  1782  a  glorious  one;  this  in  1783  a  dis- 
graceful one.  Why  ?  For  a  very  obvious,  though  a  very 
bad  reafon.  The  honourable  gentleman  aflxfted  in  effecting 
the  fir  ft,  and  ftrenuoufly  laboured  to  prevent  the  fecond. 
The  firft  battle  he  fought  with  us  4  the  fecond  again  ft  us, 
and  we  vanquiftiedhim.  In  178a  his  friends  were  out,  and 
wou{d  be  in.  In  1783  his  friends  were  /»,  nor  would  go  out. 
Thus  having  done  without  him  what  we  once  did  with  him, 
the  Houfe  fees  his  motive.  It  is  human  nature  certainly ; 
but  certainly  not  the  better  part  of  human  nature.  He  fays 
he  is  no  party  man,  and  he  abhors  a  fyftematic  oppofition* 
f  have  always  acknowledged  myfelf  to  be  a  party  man ;  I 
have  always  a&ed  with  a  party  in  whofe  principles  I  have 
confidence ,  and  if  I  had  fuch  an  opinion  of  any  Miniftry  as 
the  gentleman  profefles  to  have  of  us,  I  would  purfue  their 
overthrow  by  a  fyftematic  oppofition.  I  have  done  fo  more 
than  once,  and  I  think  that,  in  fucceeding,  I  faved  my  coun- 
try. Once  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  I  have  faid, 
was  with  me,  and  our  conduct  was  fair,  manly,  con  ft  it  u- 
tional,  and  honourable.  The  next  time  he  was  again  ft  me, 
and  our  conduct  was  violent  and  unconftutional,  it  was 
treasonable,  and  yet  the  means  were  in  both  inftances  the 
fame,  the  means  were  the  votes  of  this  Houfe. 

A  game  of  a  two-fold  quality  is  playing  by  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe  upon  this  occafion,  to  which  I  hope  the 
Houfe,  and  I  hope  the  kingdom,  will  attend.  They  are 
endeavouring  to  injure  us  through  two  channels  at  the  fame 
time,  through  a  certain  great  quarter,  and  through  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  attempting  to  alarm  the  firft,  by  aliening 
that  this  bill  increafes  the  influence  of  ^Miniftry  againft  the 
Crown ;  and  reufing  the  people,  under  an  idea  that  it  in- 
creafes the  influence  of  the  Crown  againft  them.  That  they 
will  fail  in  both  I  doubt  not.  In  the  great  quarter  I  truft 
they  are  well  underftood,  ancfr  the  princely  mind  of  that 
high  perfon  is  a  fecurity  againft  their  devices  :  they  are  run- 
ning fwiftly  to  take  ofF  whatever  little  impofition  might 
have  been  put  upon  any  part,  even  of  th©  multitude.  And 
I  wi(h  to  refcu£  the  character  of  the  public  underftanding 
from  the  contemptuous  implication,  that  it  is  capable  of 
being  gulled  by  fuch  artifices.  I  feel  for  my  country's  ho* 
nour  when  1  fay,  that  Engliflimen,  free  themfelves,  and 
fond  of  giving  freedom  to  others,  difdain  thefe  ftratagems, 
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and  are  equally  above  the  fillinefs  of  crediting  the  revilert 
of  this  act,  as  above  the  bafenefs  of  confederating  or  mak- 
ing common  caufe  with  thofe  who  would  fupport  a  fyftero 
which  has  di (honoured  this  country,  and  which  keeps  thirty 
millions  of  the  human  race  in  wretchednefs.  I  make  al- 
lowances for  the  hair-brained  headftrong  delufions  of  folly 
and  ignorance,  and  the  effects  of  defign.  To  fuch  evil? 
every  meafure  is  liable,  and  every  man  muft  expect  a  por- 
tion of  the  confequence.  But  for  the  ferious  and  grave  de- 
terminations of  the  public  judgment  I  have  the  higheft 
value,  1  ever  had,  and  ever  (hall  have.  If  it  be  a  weak- 
jnefs,  I  confefs  it,  that  to  lofe  the  good  opinion  of  even  the 
meaneft  man,  gives  me  fome  pain ;  and  whatever  triumph 
my  enemies  can  derive  from  fuch  a  frame  of  mind,  they 
are  welcome  to.  I  do  not,  after  the  example  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  began  this  debate,  (Mr.  Powys)  hold 
the  opinion  of  conftituents  in  difparagement.  The  clear 
and  decided  opinion  of  the  more  reafonable  and  refpe&able 
fhould,  in  my  opinion,  weigh  the  member  upon  the  fame 
principle  that,  I  think,  with  the  voice  of  the  nation  fhould 
prevail  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  every  other  place.  But  when 
the  reprefentAtive  yields  to  the  conftituent,  it  fhould  indeed 
be  by  the  majority  of  the  reafonable  and  refpeclable,  and 
noty  as  we  fhall  fee  in  a  day  or  two,  fome  of  the  honefteft 
men  in  England  voting  againft  the  raoft  popular  tax  ever 
introduced  into  this  Houfe,  in  direct  opposition  to  their 
own  conviction,  and  not  upon  the  opinion  of  either  the 
more'  refpeftable  or  reafonable  clafs  of  their  conftituents. 

My  noble  friend,  (Lord  John)  with  his  charafteriftic  fpi- 
rit,  has  faid,"  that  we  never  fought  power  by  cabal  or  in- 
trigue, or  under-hand  operations;  and  this  he  faid  in  replr 
to  an  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  T.  Pitt)  whofe  conduct 
demonftrates  that  he  thinks  thofe  the  fureft  path  for  hif 
friends.  This  bill,  as  a  ground  of  contention,  is  farcical : 
this  bill,  if  it  admitted  it,  would  be  combated  upon  its  in- 
trinfic  qualities,  and  not  by  abufing  the  coalition,  or  raiiiog 
a  clamour  about  influence;  but  why  don't  the  gentlemen 
fpeak  out  fairly,  as  we  do  ;  and  then  let  the  world  judge  be- 
tween us  ?  Our  love  and  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign  are  as  an* 
dent  and  firm  as  their  own.  Tet  the  broad  bans  of  public 
character,  upon  which  we  received,  is  the  principle  by  which 
we  hope  to  retain  this  power,  convinced  that  the  fureft  road 
to  the  favour  of  the  Prince,  is  by  ferving  him  with  zeal  and 
fidelity ;  that  the  fafeft  path  to  popularity,  is  by  reducing  the 

burden. 
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burden,  acid  reflating  the  glory  of  the  nation.  Let  thofe 
(looking  at  Mr.  Jehkinfon)  who  aim  at  office  by  other  mean** 
by  infcrutable  and  myfterious  methods,  fpeak  dot ;  or,  if 
they  will  not,  let  the  world  know  it  is  bccaufe  their  artt 
will  not  bear  examination,  and  that  their  fafety  confifb  ill 
their  obfeority.  Our  principles  are  well  known;  and  I 
Ihould  prefer  to  perifh  with  them,  rather  than  profper  with 
any  other. 

The  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Mar- 
tin) alfo  fays,  he  diflikes  fyftematic  opposition.     Whether 
perpetually  rifing  up  with  peevifh,  capricious  objections  to 
tvery  thing  propofed  by  ns,  deferve  that  name  or  not,  I  leave 
the  gentleman  himfelf  to  determine,  and  leave  the  Houfe  to 
refleA  upon  that  kind   of   condudt   which  condemns  the 
theory  of  its  own  conftant  pradice;  but  I  meet  the  gentle- 
man directly  upon  the  principle  of  the  term.     He  diflikes 
fyftematic  oppolition;  now  I  like  it.     A  fyftematic  oppofi- 
tion to  a  dangerous  government  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  noble 
employment  for  the  brighteft  faculties;  and  if  the  honour-  . 
able  gentleman  thinks  our  adminiftration  a  bad  one,  he  it 
right  to  contribute  to  its  downfah     Oppolition  is  natural  id 
fuch  a  political  iyftem  as  ours;  it  has  fubfifted  in  all  fuch 
governments  ;  and  perhaps  it  is  neceflary.     But  to  thofe  who 
oppofe  it,  it  is  extremely  cffential  that  their  manner  of  con- 
ducing it  incur  not  a  fufpicion  of  their  motives*     If  they 
appear  to  oppofe  from  difappointment,  from  mortification; 
from  pique,  from  whim,  the  people  will  be  againft  thems 
If  they  oppofe  from  public  principle,  from  love  of  their 
country  rather  than  hatred  to  adminiftration,  from  evident* 
conviction  of  the  badnefs  of  meafures,  and  a  full  perfuafiort 
that  in  their  refiftance  to  men,  they  are  aiming  at  the  public 
welfare,  the  people  will  be  with  them.     Wc  oppofed  upon; 
tbefe  principles,  and  the  people  were  with  us;  if  we  are  op- 
pofed upon  Qther  principles,    they  will  not  be  againft  us; 
Much  labour  has  been  employed  to  infufe  a  prejudice  upon 
the  prefent  fubjeft  ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  believe, 
that  the  labour  has  been  fruitlefs;  (making  a  reafonable  ex& 
ception  for  the  miftakes  of  the  uninformed,  the  firft  im- 
preffions  of  novelty,    and  the  natural  refult  of  deliberated 
malice)  we  dcitre  to  be  tried  by  the  teft  of  this  bill,  and  riffc 
pur  character  upon  the  iffue  :  confiding  thoroughly  in  the 
good  fenfe,   the  juftice,  and  the  fpirit  of  Englifhmen.     Not 
lofty  founds,  nor  felcfted  epithets,  nor  paffionate  declama- 
tion 
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tion  in  this  Houfe,  nor  all  the  fordid  efforts  of  intereftcd 
men  out  of  this  Houfe,  (of  men  whofe  a&s  in  the  Eaft  have 
branded  the  Britifh  name,  and  whofe  ill-gotten  opulence, 
working  through  a  thou  fa  nd  channels  to  delude  and  debauch 
the  public  underftanding)  can  fallen  odium  upo^  this  mca- 
fure,  or  draw  an  obloquy  upon  the  authors  of  it,  *  We  have 
been  tried  in  the  caufe  of  the  public  ;  and  until  we  defert 
that  caufe,  we  are  allured  of  public  confidence  and  protec- 
tion. 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  has  fuppofed  for 
me  a  foliloquy,  and  has  put  into  my  mouth  foroe  things 
which  I  do  not  think  are  likely  to  be  attributed  to  me:  he 
insinuates  that  I  was  incited  by  avarice,  or  ambition,  or 
party  fpirit.  1  have  failings  in  common  with  every  human 
being,  befide  my  own  peculiar  faults  :  but  of  avarice  I  have 
indeed  held  myfelf  gniitlefs.  My  abufe  has  been,  for  many 
years,  even  the  profeflion  of  feveral  people ;  it  was  their 
traffic,  their  livelihood ;  yet  until  this  moment  I  knew  not 
that  avarice  was  in  the  catalogue  of  the  fins  imputed  to  uie. 
Ambition  i  confefs  I  have,  but  not  ambition  upon  a  narrow 
bottom,  or  built  upon  paltry  principles.  If,  from  the  devo- 
tion of  my  life  to  political  objects,  if  from  the  direftion  of 
my  induftry  to  the  attainment  of  fome  knowledge  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  the  true  interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
the  ambition  of  taking  no  mean  part  in  thofe  afts  that  ele- 
vate nations,  and  make  a  people  happy,  be  criminal,  that 
ambition  I  acknowledge.  v  And  as  to  party  fpirit  —  that  I 
feel  it,  that  I  have  been  ever  under  its  impulfe,  and  that  I 
ever  fhall,  is  what  I,  proclaim  to  the  world.  That  I  am  one 
of  a  party,  a  party  never  known  to  facrifice  the  interefts,  or 
barter  the  liberties  of  the  nation  for  mercenary  purpofes,  for 
perfonal  emolument  or  honours;  a  party  linked  together 
upon  principles  which  compreheod  whatever  is  dear  and  moft 
precious  to  free  men,  and  eflcntial  to  a  free  conftitution,  is 
my  pride  and  my  boaft. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  given  ttie  one  affection, 
which  it  is  my  pride  to  make :  he  fays  that  I  am  coone&d 
with  a  number  of  the  firft  families  in  the  country.  Yes, 
Sir,  I  have  a  peculiar  glory  that  a  body  of  men  renowned 
for  their  anceftry,  important  for  their  poffeffions,  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  perfonal  worth,  with  all  that  is  valuable  to 
men  at  flake,  hereditary  fortunes  and  hereditary  honours, 
deem  me  worthy  of  their  confidence.  With  fuch  men  I  am 
fomething  —  without  them,  nothing.    My  reliance  is  upon 

their 
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their  good  opinion ;  and  in  that  refped,  perhaps,  I  am  for-* 
tunate.  Although  I  have  a  juft  confidence  in  my  own  inte- 
grity, vet  as  I  am  but  man,  perhaps  it  is  well  that  I  have  no 
choice  but  between  my  own  eternal  difgrace  and  a  faithful 
difcharge  of  my  public  duty,  whilft  thefe  kind  of  men  arc 
overfeers  of  my  conduct,  whilft  men  whofe  uprightnefs  of 
heart  and  Ipotlefs  honour  are  even  proverbial  in  the  country, 
(looking  at  Lord  John  Cavendilh)  are  the  vigils  of  my  deeds,  , 

it  is  a  pledge  to  the  public  for  the  purity  and  re&itude  of  my 
conduft.  The  prosperity  and  honour  of  the  country ^are- 
blended  with  the  profperity  and  honour  of  thefe  illuftriout 
perfons.  They  have  fo  much  at  (take,  that  if  the  country 
falls,  they  fall  with  it ;  and  to  countenance  any  thjng 
againft  its  intereft,  would  be  a  fuicide  upon  themfelves. 
The  good  opinion  and  protection  of  thefe  men  is  a  fecu- 
rity  to  the  nation  for  my  behaviour,  -becaufe  if  1  lofe  them, 
I  lofe  my  all. 

Having  faid  fo  much  upon  the  extraneous  fubje&s  intro- 
duced by  the,  honourable  gentleman  into  the  debate,  I  fhatl 
proceed  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  bufinefs  in  quef- 
tion.    When  the  learned  gentleman  brought  in  his  bill  laft 

ear,  the  Houfe  faw  its  frightful  features  with  juft  horror; 

ut  a  very  good  method  was  adopted  to  foften  the  terrors  of 
the  extravagant  power  that  bill  vefted  in  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral. The  name  of  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Cornwallis)  was 
fent  forth  at  the  fame  time,  whofe  great  character  lent  a 
grace  to  a  proportion,  which,  deftitute  of  fuch  an  advan-t 
tage,  could  not , be  liftened  to  for  one  moment.  Now,  Sir, 
obferve  how  differently  we  have  afted  upon  the  fame  occa- 
fion. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam*  has  been  fpoken  of  here  this  day,  in 
thofe  terms  of  admiration  with  which  his  name  is  always 
mentioned.  Take  notice,  however,  that  we  did  not  avail 
ourfelves  of  the  fame  of  his  virtue  and  abilities  in  paffing 
this  bill  through  the  Houfe. 

If  fuch  a  thing  were  to  have  taken  place  as  the  inftitution 
of  an  Indian  Secretaryfhip,  (according  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
fome  gentlemen)  this  noble  Lord  would  certainly  have  been 
the  very  perfon  whom,  for  my  part,  I  fhould  have  advifed 
his  Majefty  to  inveft  with  that  office!  Yet,  although  his 
crcft  mind  and  fbotlefs  honour  would  have  held  forth  to  the 
public  the  fuHeft  confidence  of  a  faithful  execution  of  its 
duties,  the  objections  in  regard  to  influence  upon  a  remove* 
able  officer,  are  tenfold  in  companion  with  the  prefer* 
I  fcheme. 
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'  (cherne.    The  Houfc  muft  now  fee,  that  with  all  the  benefits 
we  might  derive  from  that  fiohle  Lord V  character  —  that 
although  his  name  would  have  imparted  a  fanftity,  30  orna- 
ment, and  an  honour  to  the  bill,  we  ufhered  it  in  without 
that  ceremony,  to  ftand  or  fall  by  its  own  intriofic  merits, 
neither  (hielding  it  under  the  reputation,  nor  gracing  it  un- 
der the  mantle,  of  any  man's  virtue.     Our  merit  will  be 
more  in  this,  when  the  narnes  of  thofeare  known  whom  we 
rncan  to  propofe  to  this  Houfe,  to  execute  this  commiiBoo. 
(Name  them,  faid  Mr,  Arden,  acrofs  the  Houfe.)     1  will 
not  —  I  will  not  name  them  ;  the  bill  fhall  ftand  or  fall  by 
\ts  own  merits,  without  aid  orjojury  from  their  character. 
An  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  thefe  commiffioners  will 
be  made  up  of  our  "  adherents  and  creatures."    Sir,  there 
is  nothing  mote  eafy  than  to  ufc  difparaging  terms  ;  yet  I 
(hould  have  thought  the  name  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  would 
have  given  a  fair,  prefumption  that  the  colleagues  wc  fhall 
recommend  to  this  Houfe  for  the  co-execution  of  this  bufi- 
stefs  with  that  noble  Lord,  will  not  be  of  a  defcription  to 
merit  thefe  unhand  Tome  epithets.     I  affure  the  honourable 
gentleman  they  are  not.     I  affure  him  they  are  not  mea 
phofe  faculties  of  corrupting,  or  whofe  corruptibility,  will 
give  any  alarm  to  this  Hopie,  or  to  this  country  ;  they  are 
men  whofe  private  and  public  characters  ftand  high  and  un- 
tainted ;  who  are  not  likely  to  countenance  depredation,  or 
participate  the  fpqjls  of  rapacity.     They  are  not  men  to 
fcreen  delinquency,  or  to  polute  the  fervice  kjy  diigraceful 
appointments.    Would  fuch  men  as  Earl  Fitzwilliam  fuffer 
unbecomingappointments  to  be  made  r  Is  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
a  roan  likely  to  do  the  dirty  work  of  a  Minifter  ?  If  they, 
for  inftance,  were  to  nominate  a  Paul  fienfield  to  go  to  In- 
dia in  the  Supreme  Council,  would  Earl  Fitzwilliam  fub- 
fcribe  to  his  appointment  ?  This  is  the  benefit  of  having  a 
CpmmifEon  of  high  honour,  chary  of  reputation,  noble  sod 
pure  in  their  fentimentsj  who  are  fuperior  to  the  little  jobs 
and  traffic  of  political  intrigue. 

But  this  bill,  Sir,  prefumes  npt  upon  the  probity  of  tke 
men  ;  it  looks  to  the  future  poffibility  of  difficailar  foccef* 
fors,  and  to  the  morality  of  the  prefent  commiffioners,  who 
are  merely  human,  and  therefore  not  incapable  of  alteration. 
Under  all  the  caution  of  this  bill,  with  the  rcfponfibility  it 
impofes,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  if  the  aggregate 
body  of  this  Board,  determined  to  ufe  all  its  power  for  the 
purpofe  of  corruption,  tjus  Houfe,  and  the  people  at  Urge, 

would 
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would  fcaVe  left  to  drestfd  from  them,  in  the  way  of  influ- 
ence, than  from  a  few  Afiatics  who  will  probably  be  dis- 
placed in  confeqnehce  of  this  arrangement,  fome  of  whom 
Ml  return  t6  this  country  with  a  mfllron,  fome  with  feveh 
hundred  thoufand,  fome  with  five,  befide  the  three  or  four 
hundred  thoufand  of  others,  who  are  cut  off  in  their  career 
by  the  fcafad  of  fttc.  An  inundation  of  fuch  wealth  is  far 
more  dangerous  than  any  influence  that  is  likely  to  fpring 
from  a  plan  of  government  fo  conftituted  as  this  propofed— 
whether  the  operation  of  fuch  a  fhafs  of  wealth  be  confix 
dered  in  its  probable  effe&s,  upon  the  principles  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe,  or  the  manner*  of  the  people  at  large, 
more  efpecially  when  a  refle&ion  that  Orientalifls  are  in  ge- 
neral the  moft  exemplary  clafi  of  people  in  their  morals,4 
ahd  in  theirdeportment  the  moft  moderate,  and  corrcfpond- 
ing  With  the  diftinftion  of  their  high  birth  and  family,  fur- 
nifties  a  very  reaibnable  prefumption,  that  the  expenditure 
of  th'eir  money  will  be  mtoch  about  as  honourable  as  its  ac- 
quirement. 

I  fhalt  ndw,  Sir,  conclude  my  fpeech  with  a  few  word! 
upon  the  opinion  of  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Pitt.)  He  fays,  "  he  will  flake  his  chara&er  upon  the  dan- 
ger of  thitf  bill."  I  meet  him  in  his  own  phrafe,  and  oppofc 
him,  chara&er  to  chara&er;  I  rifk  my  all  upon  the  excel- 
lence of  this  bill ;  I  rifk  upon  it  Whatever  is  moft  dear  to 
me,  whatever,  men  moft  value,  the  character  of  integrity, 
of  talents,  of  honour,  of  prefent  reputation  and  future 
fame;  thefe,  and  whatever  clfe  is  precious  to  me,  Iftake, 
upon  the  conftitutional  fafety,  the  enlarged  policy,  the  equi- 

,  and  the  wifdom  df  this  meafure,  and  have  no  fear  in 

}ing,  (whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  its  authors)  that  this 
bill  will  produce  to  this  country  every  bleffing  of  commerce 
and  revenue  ;  and  that  by  extending  a  generous  and  humane 
government  over  thofe  millions  whom  the  infcrutable  defti- 
nations  of  Providence  have  placed  under  us  in  the  remoteft 
regions  of  the  earth,  it  will  conftcratc  the  name  of  England 
amongft  the  nobleft  of  nations. 

Mr.  Fox  then  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  fpeech,  and 
fit  down.    He  was  upon  his  legs  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  At  den  made  a  fhort  reply,  declaring  he  looked  on  the  Mr,  Ante, 
fail r to  be  neither  more  nor  left  than  a  bargain  between  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  and  his  Doble  colleague.     The 
noble  Lord  and  he  had  agreed,  that  the  Secretary  fiiould 

Vol..  XII.  S  s  have  , 
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have  the  dire&ion  of  the  Eaft- India  patronage  for  the  firft 
«      five  or  feven  years,  and  the  noble  Lord  for  ever  after. 

At  length,  it  being  half  paft  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
thp  Houfe  divided:  —  Ayes,  217;  Noes,  103.  Majo- 
rity,  114.         . 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  the  Committee ;  but  it  being 
Co  late  in  the  morning,  it  was  agreed  to  report  progrefs, 
and  aflc  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  was  made,  and  on  Wcdncfiiay  the  Houfe  went 
into  the  Committee  again*. 

Dcctmhtr  3. 

Mr.  H.  Mr.  H*  Dundas  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 

Dutia>*      enquire  into  the  expences  and  claims  of  the  clerks  who  at* 
tended  the  Secret  and  Seleft  Committees,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  to  the  Houfe.    He  alfo  moved  that  the  title  of  the 
aft,  whereby  the  proceedings,  evidence,  &c.  relative  to  the 
bills  of  pains  and  penalties  againft  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
were  to  be  kept  alive,  notwithftanding  any  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  be  read  ;  the  title  having  been  read,  he  moved 
that  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  do  proceed  on  Tuef* 
day  next  to  hear  counfel  on  the  faid  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties.    Thefe  different  motions  were  carried  without  any 
debate. 
Urd  Dan-       Lord  Duncamton  moved  for  the  revival  of  the  Committee 
caajieii.       to  wnom  (he  complaints  of  embezzlements  of  ftores  in  his 
Majefty's  yard  at  Portfmouth  had  been  referred  during  the 
laft  feflion  of  Parliament.    The  motion  paffed  without  op- 
pofition. 
Mr.  Pdw-        Mr.  Powney  faid,  that  the  ftate  of  the  jails  throughout 
**y-  the  kingdom  called  for  the  ferious  confideration  of  the 

Houfe.  An  honourable  member  (Sir  Charles  Bunbury) 
would,  he  hoped,  foon  move  a  propofition,  relative  to  the 
eftablifhment  .of  penitentionary  houfes ;  but  as  the  extent 
of  the  plans  on  which  they  were  to  be  ere&ed  had  alarmed 
fbrac  gentlemen,  he  wifhed  that  the  Houfe  and  the  public 
might  be  able  to  form  a  Judgment  of  the  great  numbers  of 
•  perfons  that  it  might  be  found  neceflary  to  fhut  up  in  tbcfc 
houfes ;  for  which  purpoie  he  moved  tor  an  account  of  ail 
the  convifts  now  in  cuftody  in  the  different  jails  of  the  king- 
dom, of  the  crimes  of  which  they  ftood  coovifted,  and  of 
the  fentences  that  had  been  paffed  upon  th^nu  This  mo* 
tion  alfo  palled  without  oppofitioa. 

Tbt 
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^  The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
bill  fqr  vefting  the  Eaft-Jndia  Company's  affairs,  &c.  in 
the  hands  of  Comtniffioners,  having  been  read  on  the  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox ;  and  the  fame  gentleman  having  moved 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,  the  motion  was  carried 
without  any  debate ;  the  Houfe  therefore  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee,  and  Mr.  Ord  immediately  took  the  chair ; 
and  having  read  over  the  beginning  or  the  bill  to  that 
part  where  a  blank  was  left  for  the  names  of  the  Com* 
miffioncrs, 

Mr*  Fox  rofe :  he  faid  that  he  was  going  to  propofe  names  Mr.  Fox* 
to  the  Houfe,  which  flood  fo  high  in  the  public  opinion,  that 
his. recommendation,  or  any  panegyric  that  he  could  pro- 
nounce upon  them,  could  add  no  luftre  to  them  :  he  thought 
therefore  that  he  had  only  to  name  them,  in  order  to  gain 
the  fuffrages  of  every  defcription  of  men  in  the  Houfe. 
He  faid,  that,  however,  left  he  fhould  be  miftaken  in  this 
opinion,  be  would  not  move  all  the  feven  names  at  once, 
but  one  by  one,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  ftating  their  objection,  if  any  fuch  there  fhould  be,  to 
any  particular  name.  He  then  moved,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable William  Earl  Fitz William  be  one  of  the  names  to 
fill  up  the  blank  left  for  the  names  of  the  Commiffioners. 
This  motion  patted  without  a  word  of  debate.  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  that  the  next  gentleman  he  intended  to  propofe,  had, 
exclusive  of  bis  public  and  private  charafter,  than  which 
none  flood  higher  in  the  country,  another  thing  to  recom- 
mend him,  which,  though  it  was  not  of  itfelf  a  qualifica- 
tion, was  nevertheless  of  no  fmall  weight  on  this  occafion  ; 
he  meant  that  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee, from  whofe  refearches  fo  much  information  had  been 
derived  to  the  Houfe.  This  gentleman,  he  faid,  enjoyed 
at  prefent  a  confi4erable  employment  under  the  Crown; 
but  as  there  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  which  would  render  the 
enjoyment  of  any  lucrative  office  under  his  Majefty  incom- 
patible with  that  of  a  Commiffioner,  he  was  authorised  to 
lay  that  his  honourable  friend  would  refign  the  former.  He 
then  moved  that  the  name  of  the  right  honourable  Frederick 
Montagu  be  added  to  that  of  Earl  ritzwilliam,  towards  fill*  • 
ing  up  the  blank. 

Sir  Edyjard  yjfiley  faid,  it  was  impoffible  that  he  could  have  5|nEdwird 
the  Icaft  objection  to  either  of  the  two  names  that  had  been      n' 

S  s  2  juft 
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juft  propofed ;  he  fcnew  that  two  more  refpeQable  could  oot 
be  found ;  his  only  motive  therefore  for  rifing  was,  to  ailc 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  Slate  if  he  did  not  in* 
tend  that  the  Commiffioners  (h<nild  be  difqualified  to  fit  in 
Parliament ;  for  if  he  did  not,  the  abolition  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  would-be  found  to  'have  been  effected  to  no  purpofe, 
,  .  ajid  the  reformation  effeftcd  in  that  Houfe  to  be  of  no  ufe 
to  the  public,  as  the  influence  \yhich  the  Crown  loft  by  the 
abolition  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  be  fully  recovered 
by  the  inftitution  of  this  New  Board  of  Commiffioners,  if 
they  fhould  be  permitted  to  fit  in  Parliament* 

If r.  Fox, .  Mr.  Fox %  in  reply  tci  Sir  Edward's  queftion,  faid,  that  not 
only  he  would  object  to  any  propofition  for  difqualifying  the 
Commiffioners  from  feats  in  that  Houfe,  but  he  was  free  to 
declare,  that  in  his  opinion  fuch  a  proportion,  if  adopted, 
would  have  a  dircft  tendency  to  defeat  the  very  objeft  of  the 
bill:  Parliamentary  refponfibility  was  what  the  Commif- 
(ioners  muft  put  on  ;  they  muft  anfwer  Parliament  for  their 
conduct ;  and  as  the  conftitution  of  that  Houfe  had  never 
yet  thought  proper  to  exclude  Minifters  of  State  from  featf 
in  Parliament,  becaufe  their  prcfence  was  always  deemed 
rieceflary,  on  account  of  the  information  whicfi  they  alone 
were  competent  to  give  on  many  occalions ;  and  alfo  of  the 
refponfibility  annexed  to  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  fuch  in* 
formation,  which  might  be  called  a  (pecies  of  middle  fixa- 
tion between  accufation  and  trial ;  fo  he  hoped,  that  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  no  one  would  think  it  advifeable  to  exclude 
from  feats  in  Parliament,  men  into  whofe  hands  the  govern- 
ment ofv  India  was  to  be  put ;  a  firuation  to  which,  perhaps, 
of  all  other,  the  grcateft  (Jure  of  refponfibility  would,  and 
ought  to  be  annexed*  The  Board  of  Commiflioners  bore 
ijo  analogy  whatever  with  refpect  to  mi nifterial  influence  ia 
Parliament,  to  the  aboliflied  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  latter 
were,  while  their  places  exifted,  removeable  at  pleafure; 
.whereas  the  new  Commiffioner?  would  retain  their  fituations 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  under  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  the  Legiflatute,  and  independent  of  the  Crown,  or  its 
Minifters. 

Sir  Edward  '    Sir  Edward  Jftley  was  forry  that  he  was  not  able  to  givs 

£fl|ejr«  way  to  the  arguments  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary, 
who  in  general  carried  conviction  to  his  mind;  but  in  the 
prefent  inftance  they  had  failed  to  produce  that  efle£t 

Mr.  Powys.  Mr.  Powys  faid,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  never  pafs  into  a 
law  ;  but  if,  contrary  to  his  hopes,  it  fliould,  he  agreed  with 

the 
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tiue    right  honourable  Secretary,  that  it  were  better  tlm 

ComnViflioners  fl}ouU}  be  in  Parliament  than  out  pf  it  >  but 

he  would  not  fay  as  much  of  the  eight  Affiftants.     With 

refpexSt  to  the  two  names  be  had  heard  mentioned,  fo  faj: 

was  he  from  obje&ing  to  them,  that  he  was  ready  to  fay, 

that  if  the  bill  could  ever  become  palatable,  or  produce  any 

goo4  efreft,  it  muft  certainly  be  by  lodging  fuch  power  in 

the  hands  of  fuch  men,  who  were  unquestionably  two  of 

the  JEirfl  chara&ers  in  the  nation.     Here  the  quell  ion  was 

put  oq  Mr.  Montagu's  narne,  and  carried  without  a  fingle  ; 

negative.  , 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  the  next  name  lie  had  tp  propofe  was  Mr.  Fox. 
that  of  a  member  of  that  Houfe,  who  had  the  merit  of  be-? 
ing  extremely  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  India,  from 
a  long  and  diligent  attendance  in  the1  Secret  Committee:  the 
clia rafter  of  the  individual  flood  in  need  of  no  panegyric : 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  long .  in  tl)e  friendship  of  the 
member  in  queftion,  and  not. only  he,  but  the  Houfe  at 
large  were  well  acquainted  with  his  virtues.  He  then 
moved,  that  to  the  former  names  be  added  that  of  the  right 
honourable  George  Legge,  commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount 
^ewifham. 

IVIr.  At  den  rofe  not  to  oppofe  the  motion  that  had  been  Mr.  Arden. 
juft  made ;  the  charadler  pf  the  noble  Lord  propofed  was 
certainly  uncjueftionable ;  but  he  muft  fay  that  one*  ground 
On  which  the  right  honpurable  Secretary  bad  thought  proper  - 
to  Recommend  hip,  was  that  on  which,  and  which  along,  it 
wa$  pofHhle  to  objedfc  to  him :  the  noble  Lord  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Secret  Committee ;  this  was  the  very  reafon 
why  be  ought  not  to  be  in  the  new  commiffion  ;  for  it 
might  be  thought  hereafter  a  good  ground  for  perfons  to  in-. 
flitute  enquiries,  the  refult  of  which  might  be  beneficial  tq 
themfelves.  He  really  hafl  not  an  idea  that  the  noble  Lord 
$ver  became  a  member  of  any  fuch  Committees  with  a  view 
to  p$rfonal  advantage ;  but  it  was  poffible  that  others  might; 
and  the  precedent,  therefore,  had,  in  his  opinion,  a  very 
pernicious  tendency. 

Mr.  Fox  pbferved,  that  it  was  not  a  little  lingular,  that  &fr.*«*. 
the  learned  gentleman  fhould*obje&  to  men,  merely  becsuife; 
they  were  befl  qualified,  from  the  circumflance  that  tbey 
^new  more  of  the  matters  to  be  entrufled  to  their  care  than} 
any  other  fet  of  men :  it  might  be  an  ohje&ion  againft  7\ 
perfon  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  bufinefs  in  which  he  wa.7 
\p  be  employed;  bu|  it  was  really  novel,  that  obje&ion f 
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Ihotild  be  ftarted  againft  perfons,  becaufe  they  were  well 
rerfed  in  the  afiairs  they  were  to  be  called  on  to  manage. 

Mr.  Attorn  Mr.  Arden  faid,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  mif* 
nnderftood  the  ground  of  his  obje&ion ;  it  was  not  that, 
this  perfon  or  that  was  well  verfed  in  the  affairs  that  he  was 
to  manage ;  but  that  the  precedent  that  was  going  now  to 
be  eftablifhed,  might  in  future  be  an  encouragement  to  men 
to  inftitute  enquiries  that  were  to  terminate  to  their  own 
advantage. 

•cnJaith.  General  Smith  faid  with  fome  warmth,  that  there  was  an 
ungenerous  infinuation  conveyed  by  the  learned  member's 
words :  the  characters  of  individuals  could  never  be  fafe,  if, 
when  afting  upon  fair  and  honourable  principles  for  the 
public  good,  their  fame  was  to  be  blafted  by  an  infinuation, 
1  that  it  was  to  tbeir  own  private  intereft  all  their  labours  were 
dire&ed.  He  called  upon  the  learned  gentleman  to  recoiled, 
at  what  period,  and  under  what  circumftances,  the  Houfe 
had  .been  pleafed  to  inftitute  enquiries  into  the  affairs  of  In* 
dia,  under  the  care  of  the  Secret  and  Sele&  Committees, 
whom  moil,  at  leaft  many,  of  thofe  who  were  engaged  in 
thefe  enquiries,  had  very  little  favour  to  expe& ;  the  noble 
Lord  indeed,  whofe  name  was  then  under  the  confideration 
of  the  Committee,  might  have  expedited  much  from  the 
friendfhip  of  the  then  Minifter,  if  he  had  been  capable  of 
having  a  view  to  his  own  private  intereft  ;  but  as  to  himfelf, 
for  inftance,  (General  Smith)  and  others,  they  could  not 
have  forefeen  the  revolutions  that  had  fince  happened  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  country ;  and  therefore  as  it  was  not 
poflible  for  them  to  have  forefeen,  that  thofe  perfons  with 
whom  they  were  politically  conne&ed,  would  have  in  their 
hands  the  bufinefs  of  proposing  a  fyftem  for  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  it  was  impoffible  that  they  could  have  been 
aftuated  with  a  view  to  felf :  and  confequently  it  was  unge- 
nerous to  infinuate  that  their  honeft  labours,  which  were 
diredted  to  the  public  good,  had  nothing  hut  felf-intereft  for 
their  objedt. 

Mr.  Biker.  Mr.  Baker  could  not  help  pointing  out  to  the  Houfe  the 
contradi&ions  that  wefle  to  be  difcovered  in  the  arguments 
of  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  bill.  At  one  time  they  fpoke 
of  the  fyftem  which  the  bill  was  going  to  eftablifti,  as  of 
one  the  like  of  which  had  never  entered  into  the  head  of 
man  before ;  they  faid,  that  no  man  could  ever  have  fore* 
feen  that  fo  corrupt,  and  infamous  a  fyftem  would  ever  have 
been  thought  of  by  any  Minifter,  and  much  lefs  propofed 
to  Parliament  for  its  ten&ion :  and  yet#  forgetful  of  thefe 

1  aflertious, 
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aflertions,  gentlemen  would  now  infinuate  that  the  enqui- 
ries of  tlie  Committees  had  been  carried  on  with  a  view  to 
this  very  fyftem,  which  no  man  could  have  thought  would 
ever  have  entered  into  the  head  of  any  Minifler.  This  was 
too  grofs  a  contradiction  ;  and  he  was  forry  to  find  fo  fen- 
fible,  fo  judicious,  and  fo  valuable  a  friend  of  his  as  the 
learned  gentleman  was,  had  fo  unguardedly  fallen  into  it. 

Mr*  Arden  rofe  again  .  he  faid,  that  if  a  member  was  fup-  ■*'•  Arte*, 
pofed  to  be  perfonal,  when  delivering  his  opinion  on  a  gteat 
public  queftion,  there  was  an  end  of  all  freedom  of  fpeech. 
He  wifhed  not  to  arraign  the  motives  of  any  man  ;  but  he 
would  always  fupport  this  do&rine,  44  that  it  was  dangerous 
in  its  tendency  to  give  men  appointments  under  any  lyftem* 
which  they  themlelves  might  have  been  inftrumental  in 
bringing  about."  Gentlemen  might  toil  for  three  years, 
and  find  themfelves  extremely  well  rewarded,  if,  at  tlie  end 
of  that  period,  they  were  to  be  placed  in  a  fitqation  which 
would  render  them*  Kings  or  Princes  of  the  Eaftern  world. 

The  queftion  was  here  put  on  Lord  Lewifhani's  appoint* 
sent,  and  carried  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  was  now  going  to  propofe  a  name,'  Mr.  Fob. 
which  he  knew  would  be  likely  to  caufe  taunts  and  facers, 
and  renew  the  ftale  obfervations  againft  the  coalition  ;  bat 
regardlefs  of  taunts  or  fneers,  he  would  declare,  that  from 
the  friend/hip  of  the  member  in  queftion,  he  had  received 
the  greateft  fatisfa£tion ;  he  was  extremely  happy  in  that 
friendship ;  and  he  was  fure,  that  qualified  as  the  honourable 
member  was  from  his  attendance  in  one  of  the  Committees, 
for  the  management  of  India  affairs ;  from  the  knowledge  he 
bad  acquired  through  that  attendance,  and  from  his  other 
qualifications,  he  was  fure  his  name  would  meet  with  no 
manner  of  oppofition.  He  then  moved,  that  the  name  of 
the  hon.  George  Auguftus  North  be  added  to  thofe  of  the 
other  three*  There  was  a  loud  laugh  on  the  oppofition  fide 
of  the  Houfe  when  this  was  mentioned ;  but  the  queftion 
was  carried  without  a  debate,  and  without  a  fingle  negative. 
He  next  propoied  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart,  who  had  greatly 
qualified  himfelf  for  the  employment,  by  the  knowledge  he 
had  acquired  in  attending  the  Secret  Committee.  Sir  Gil* 
belt's  name  pafled  without  a  debate,  and  without  a  nega- 
tive. He  obferved,  that  he  was  now  going  to  propofe  a 
perfon  with  whofe  conduft,  within  thefe  few  days,  fome 
gentlemen  had  been  difpleafed ;  but  for  his  part,  he  was 
bound  to  do  juftice  to  the  condu&  of  that  honourable 
gentleman,  by  declaring  that  it  was  upright  and  honour- 
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srf»te,  rfrid  f>etfcaiy  clear  6f  reproach  r  he  Was  Well  verf&i  iff 
the  Company'*  affairs,  having  filled  the  higheft  ehfpfofmett 
M  th*  Cburt  of  Directors.  He  thfen  propofed  the  name  of 
Sff  Henry  Fletcher;  Bart.  Net  debate  took  phce  cm  ttrit 
nrffrie  ;  bat  when  the  queftton  was  pat  upoh  it,  there  waf 
Mrfrd  a  fittgfe  rid,'  which  came  froth  one  of  the  prcfeht  Di- 
rector* 6f  thfc  fcaft-lndia  Cofflpahi,  vth6  Wa*  ah  enettfv  to  the 
bill.  He  faid,  the  next  name  he  had  to  propofe"  was  mat  of  a 
|ehtfernan,  *htf  had  been  long  in  lndid,  and  in*  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Company's  affairs ;  d  gentleman1  Whofe  character 
Iris  not  Only  rffeproachabte,  but  acknowledged  by  every 
Awn  to  be  fconfpicuous  for  honeft  teal  for  thfe  public  goocfy 
zttti  the  ftri&eft  integrity :  he  then  moved,  that  Robert 
Otegoty  E%  be*  added  to  the  Other  fist  COnuniffioners. 
Thli  rnofion  palled  alto  without  any  debate ;  and  with  a 
mftrfty  ri6  from  the  fatne  member  who  had  given  a  negative 
#  Sir  Henrf  Fletcher. 

•  Th€  Chairman  having  redd  all  the  (even  riames  in  the 
fBBOtfirig  order,-  right  hbhourafcfc  Earl  Fitttfilliani,  rifcht 
honourable  Frederick  Montagu,  right  hon parable  Lftnt 
Ltfwifliatn,  hohourable  Cblbrifl  Ndrth,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
Bart,  Sit  Henry  Fletcher;  Bart,  and  Robert  Gregory,  Efq; 
*£  Gbtninitffe  #reed!  that  they  fhould  be  inferted  in  the 
KHf. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  fo*  obfervAf  that  fofne  exceptions  had  beeri  taken  to 
th£  word  Commrffioners ;  aftd  therefore  in  order  to  accom- 
modate himfelf  to  thofe  vrho  difliked  if,  he  would  move  to 
have  it  changed  throughout  the  bill  to  Dhre&ofs. 

CUo.Smith.  General  Smith  blamed  this  cdrfdefcentioh  in  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary ;  he  faid,  that  from  the  tfeak  admiriiftra- 
tion  and  mifrnanagement  of  the  Directors,  th£  very  name 
was  become  contemptible  in  India ;  and  tftiS  people  in  that 
part  of  the  world  would  augur  but  little  good  from  the  new 
fyftem,  if  they  tfere  to  be  governed  by  pfcrfons  beaming  tte 
name  of  Directors ;  they  would  not  maktf  a  dtferitriination 
of  perfons,  but  would  form  an  idea  that  all  DirecloVs  were 
alike;  he  fhould  therefore  wifh  that  the  word  Commiffion- 
its  remain  in  the  bijl. 

hlu  F ax.  Mr.  Fox  hoped"  that  the  people  of  India  Would  foon  learn, 
to  their  great  joy,  that  all  Directors  were  not  alike.  The 
name  was  nothing ;  but  as  the  correfpondence  from  India 
had  been  always  to  Directors,  he  wifhed  not  to  introduce  a 
novelty,  hut  to  let  matters  in  that  refpeft  be  carried  on  in 
the  ufual  way.  This  was  all  that  vvas  faid  on  this  fubjeft, 
stad  the  motion  pafied  without  oppofition.    Mr.  Fox  ob- 

-*  ^  fenred; 
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ferveii,  that  doubts  had  arifen  about  the  propriety  of  giving  - 
falaries  to  the  feven  Commiflioners  or  Directors ;  for  his  ' 
own  part •  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  fabrics  ought 
to  be  given  and  ascertained  ;  but  he  would  not  move  any 
thing  on  that  head,  as  he  was  determined  to  leave  that  bufi- 
fiefs  to  the  Houfe.  But  this  much  he  would  fay,  that  he 
was  authorifed  by  the  feven  perfons  in  queftion  to  declare, 
that  if  no  falaries  were  appointed,  they  would  ferve  the 
public  without  any,  and  would  not  hereafter  make  any  ap- 
plication to  that  Houfe  for  a  recompence  for  their  labour. 

Sir  William  Dolbcn  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  falaries  Sir  William 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  Commiflioners;  for  it  could  not  be  DclbeD* 
expefted  that  they  fhould  give  up  their  time,  and  their 
pale,  and  fomc  of  them  lucrative  employments,  to  ferve  the 
public  at  their  own  expence:  they  were  to  be  refponfible  for  { 
their  conduit;  but  how  could  the  public  call  upon,  with 
any  degree  of  decency,    and  bring  them  to  an  account, 
unlefs  they  were  paid  by  the  public  ?  He  was  the  more  de-     '       x 
firous  that  falaries,  and  large  ones  too,  fhould  be  annexed 
to  the  fit uat ions  of  the  Commiflioners;  for  at  prcfent  as 
the  bill  ftood,  there  was  no  way  of  punching  them,  but 
by  removal ;  and  if  there  was  no  emoluments,  the  removal 
could  not  be  a  very  fevere  punifhment.    They  were  to  have 
a  power  to  punifh  the  Afliftant  Commiffioners  on  mi  (be- 
haviour ;   but  if  they   fhould  mi  (behave  themfelvcs,  there  » 
was  no  punilhment  but  that  of  removal.     As  to  the  feven 
perfons  who  had  been  named,  he  would  not  hefjtate  to  com- 
mit the  empire  into  their  care,  as  far  as  integrity  and  difin- 
tereftednefs  were  in  queftion  ;  but  as  they  were  not  to  live  t        » 
for  ever,  .he  would  not  expofe  others,  who  might  come 
after,  to  temptations,  perhaps  too  great  for  one  in  ten  men 
to  refift.     Human  nature  muft  not  be  expofed  to  too  fevere 
attacks:  the  patronage  of  the  Kaft  was  immenfe;  and  at  a 
time  when,  there  were  advertifements  in  the  public  news- 
papers offering  toool.  for  a  writer's  place,  it  was  prudent  to 
place  men    beyond   the   reach   of   fuch   temptations.     He 
would  therefore,  when  the  Chairman  fhould  have  got  to  the 
end  of  the  bill,  move  a  claufe  for  giving  falaries  to  the 
Commiffioners. 

Mr,  Fox  faid-   that  he  believed,  in  point  of  order,  that  Mr.  Fo«, 
could  not  be  done,  as  public  money  muft  be  voted  firft  in  a 
Committee  of  £uj>ply.     And  he  had  another  reafon  for  not 
wifhing  it  to  be  propofed  as  a  money  bill ;  an  occalion  might 
be  taken  to  throw  it  out  by  the  Commons,  if  there  fhould 
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be  any  alterations  made  in  it  by  the  Lord*.    No  one  would 

to  farther  in  aflfertmg  the  privileges  pf  that  Houfe  than  he 

^vould ;  but  ftill  he  could  not  fee  any  reafon  for  carrying  the 

idea  of  thefe  privileges' fo  far  as  to  throw  out  a  money-bill, 

-    in  which  the   Lords  fhould  make  alterations,  provided  it 

were  not  in  the  fums  voted.     He  was  now  going  to  propofe 

the  Afliflant  Directors,  for  whom  he  certainly  would  move 

*  for  falaries ;  and  as  they  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Ccm- 

y       pany's  funds,  and  not  with  the  public  money,  there  would 

,  be  no  ground  for  rejecting  the  bill  in  the  lower  Houfe,  if 
'  it  fhould  undergo  alterations  in  the  upper.  He  had  orgi- 
nally  propofed  to  appoint  only  eight  Afliftants  ;  but  having 
fince  converfed  with  feme  gentlemen  on  the  fubjeft,  it  was 
fuggefted  to  him  that  it  would  be  prbper  to  name  nine,  for 
the  convenience  of  Committees,  that  if  there  fhould  he 
three  fitting  at  once,  there  might  be  three  members  to  fit 
on  each  of  them.  But  though  he  intended  to  propofe  a 
larger  falary  than  the  prefent  Directors  receive,  and  to  add 
a  ninth  to  the  eight  he  had  originally  mentioned  to  the 
Houfe,  ftill  there  would  be  a  faving  to  the  Company  in  the 
falaries  of  the  Directors  :  at  prefent,  each  receives  250I.  a 
year,  except  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman,  who 
have  each  iool.  a  year  more;  but  then  there  was  a  table 
kept  for  them,  the  expence  of  which  amounted  to  about  as 
much  more ;  fd  that  the  Directors  coft  the  Company  about 
75001.  per  annum :  now  he  propofed  to  allow  the  nine  Af- 
fiftant  Directors  500I.  a  year  each,  without  any  table; 
which, would  make  in  all  4500I.  per  annum;  and  therefore 
there  would  be  a  faving  here  of  3000I.  a  year  to  the  Com- 
pany. It  had  bc£n  hinted  by  an  honourable  member, 
(Mr.  Powys)  that  though  it  might  be  proper  to  fufferthe 
feven  Commiflioners  to  lit  in  Parliament,  ftill*  it  might  be 
as  proper  to  exclude  the  Afliftants,  who  were  immoveable  at 
the  will  of  the  former.  But  to  this  opinion  he  could  not 
fubferibe ;  for  in  the  firft  place,  they  were  not  to  be  re* 
moveable  at  difcretion,  but  after  a  trial,  and  proof  of  de- 
linquency; and  the  vacancies  were  not  to  be  filled  up  by  the 
Crown,  but  by  the  Court  of l  Proprietors ;  and  therefore 
minifterial  influence  was  totally  out  of  the  queftion  :  but  in 
order  to  quiet  gentlemen's  minds  on  that  head,  he  intended, 
in  the  proper  place  in  the  bill,  to  move  that  they  fhould  not 

*  be  removed,  except  five  out  of  the  fevtn  Commiflioners 
fhould  concur  in  the  vote  for  removal.  This  he  faid  ap- 
plied jo  the  principle  of  the  objection  that  had  beta  fated ; 

but 
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but  it  applied  very  little  to  the  names  that  he  fhould  pro- 
pofe;  as  among  the  nine  there  would  be  found  only  one 
member  of  Parliament;  there  were  pcrfons  who  were  actu- 
ally in  the  direction  of  the  Company's  affairs,  or  had  fer- 
*ed  it  formerly  with  credit  to  themfelves ;  there  were  cer- 
tainly others  who  had  ferved  it  well ;  but  as  he  was  to  name 
dnly  nine,  he  could  not  include  them  all :  he  made  a  fclec- 
tion,  which,  without  any  difparagement  to  the  gentlemen 
omitted,  would  be  found  unexceptionable.  He  then  moved 
that  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  be  inferred  in 
the  bill  as  Affiftant  Directors :  Thomas  Cheap,  George 
Cummin,  John  Harrifon,  Richard  Hall,  John  Mitchie, 
Stephen  Luihington,  John  Smith,  George  Tatem,  and 
Jacob  Wilkinfon,  Efqrs. 

The  laft  gentleman,  member  for  Honiton,  was  the  only 
member  of  Parliament  among  them.  As  no  one  of  them 
was  to  have  precedency  over  another,  Mr.  Fox  moved 
them  in  alphabetical  order*  A  tedious  and  irregular  con- 
versation took  place  here,  to  determine  whether  they  fhould 
be  difqualified  from  their  feats  in  Parliament.  v 

Mr.  Burke  joft  faid,  that  it  was  a  new  fpecies  of  difquali-  Mr.  Bmkc. 
fication,  never   thought  of  before;    and  while  gentlemen 
were  anxious,  and  jufily  fo,  to  guard  againft  the- influence 
of  the  Crown,  they  ought  to  take  fpecial  care  not  to  de- 
stroy one  of  the  deareft  privileges  or  franchifes  of  the  peo^ 
plc,  that  of  being  eligible  to  a  feat  in  Parliament.   . 
'  -  Sir  Janus  Lowtber  replied,  that  though  this  fhould  be  a  sir  Jamet 
new  fpecies«of  difqualification>  it  was  not  to  be  rejected  on  Lowtfcer. 
that  account;  the  difqualifkation  of  Contractors  was  a  new 
fpecies  of  disfranchifement,   but  it  had  neverthelefs  been 
adopted  by  the  Houfe.     He  declared  the  bill  itfelf  the  worft 
fpecies  of  dfsfranchifement  he   had  ever  fcen ;  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  death  warrant  of  this  conftitution. 

Mr.  Fox  would  not  prefs  the  Houfe  to  decide  upon  that  Mr.  Fox. 
queftion  then ;  the  bufinefs  might  be  again  taken  up  on  the 
report ;  and  if  he  ft)Quld  hear  good  arguments  for  the  dis- 
qualification, he  would  not  obit  in  ate  I  y  Oppofe  it :  he  would 
pledge  himfelf  to  nothing ;  but  he  would  liften  to  reafon. 

Mr.  Hujpy  faid,  (that  having  fuch  encouragement)   he  Mr.  Huf- 
wotrid,  on  the  report,  move  a  claufe  to  disqualify  the  AihY-  fe>- 
fan*  Directors  from  feats  in  Parliament.    This  having  been 
fettled,  the  queftion  was  put  on  the  nine  names  together,  , 

and  carried  without  any  oppofition. 

Tta  Mr* 
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m*  Samuel      Mr.  Samuel  Smith  obfenred,  that,  now  the  qucflion  was 

Smiih.  difpofed  of,  he  would  exprefs  his  aftonifhment  that  the  name 
of  Mr.  Mills  had. been  overlooked  when  the^ight  honour- 
able Secretary  was  making  hi*  fcle&ion;  that  gentlem?n 
had  catered  a  proteft  in  ihe  Company's  book  againft  hit 
brother  Dire&ors,  becaufe  they  refufed  to  punifh  iheir  dif- 
obedienr  fervants  in  India.  He  refufed  to  fign  a  letter 
from  the  Court  of  Direftors  to  thefe  fervants,*  and  protefted 
againft  their  conduit ;  and  yet  that  gentleman's  name  was 
,  not  found  in  a  bill  which  was  avowedly  to  take  the  affairs 
of  the  Company  out  of  the  hands  of  Directors,  who  had 
let  the  d  1  (obedience  of  their  fervants*  go  unpuniibed. 

Blanks' in  feveral  other  claufes  were  filled  up,  fuch  as  chat 
the  qualification  of  a  Director  fhould  be  2000I.  flock  ;  that 
ho  fervant  of  the  Company  fhould  be  capable  of  being  a 
Director  for  two  years  from  the  time  ok  his  leaving  India  5 
and  that  the  powers  of  the  Cormnijrioners  (bould  commence 
from  the  day  on  which  the  bill  ihould  receive  the  royal 
affent, 

Mr.  F«r.  ^1  r.  Fox  came  lafily  to  the  term  for  which  thecqmmiffioQ 

fhould  laft.  For  his  own  parr,,  having  ftated  tw.o  terms, 
the  one  of  three,  the  other' of  five  years,  he  was  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  longer:  however  he  knew  that  there  were 
opinions  of  very  worthy  men  againft  him  on  .that  point;  he 
would  therefore  rather  be  led  than  lead  in  this  bufincU;  and 
before  he  fhould  move  any  thing  on  the  fubjeft,  he  wifhed 
toconfulr  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe. 

«irw;niaoi       §,r  WlLi}am  Jhifau  faid,  that    though  he  was  moft  de- 

0  ocn*       cidedly  a  friend  to  the  bill,  and  though  at  the  fame  time  he 

had   the  higheit  opinion  of  the  noblemen   and   gentlemen 

,  whofe  names -had   been   inferted   in   tlie  bill,  ftill  as  powers' 

were  given  to  them,  which  nothing  but. the  greateft  necef- 

(ity  could  warrant  (and  of  the  exigence  of   that  ncctflity 

he  wan  clearly   fatisfied)  he   wa§  unwilling   to  grant  thefe 

powers -for  a  long  time;  and  the  more  io  as  there  was  no 

s  other  punifhment  that  could  be  infli&cd  on  the  Comrniflioti- 

ers,  than  'a  removal  from  their  employments  :  and  therefore 

he  would  prefer  the  (hotter  to  the  longer  period, 

Mr.  Burlce.       Mr.  Burl?  declared,  that  if  it  fhoujd  come  to  a  qucflion, 
he  would  not  divide  againft   the  worthy  Baronet,  of  whofe 
*     randour'and  the  reSitude  of  whofe  intentions  every  mem- 
ber in  the  Houfe  was  fatisfied;  he  only  role,  therefore,  to 
allure  the  worthy  Baronet,  upon  his  honour,  that  from  the 
.  knowledge  he  had  of  India. affairs,  and  not  from  fpecula- 

tjoo, 
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tion,  he  Was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  term  of  three 
years  would  be  too  (hort  to  carry  into  effect  the  objed  of  the 
bill.  The  fqbt]lty  and  dexterity  of  the  Company's  fer- 
vants,  the  immenfity  <6f  their  riches,  and  the  diftance  of 
the  country,  would  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  it,  which 
thofe  gentlemen  who  had  not  made  the  fuhject  of  India  af- 
fairs the  ftudy  of  a  good  part  of  their  lives,  Could  fcarccly 
forefce  or  guard  agamft  it.  He  therefore  begged  the  re-" 
fpedable,  and  worthy  member  would  not  infift  that  the 
fhorter  period  fliould  be  adopted,  as  the  opinion  of  fuch  a' 
man  muft  necefiarily  have  great  influence  on  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Dcmpjier  was  of  opinion,  that  three  years  would  be  Mr.Demj. 
too  (hort  a  time  for  the  carrying  into  effect  the  provifions  fter* 
of  the  bill;    and  therefore   for  his  part  he  would  rather 
make  the  term  more  than  five  years.     He  wifhed  to  fuggeft 
a  thought  on  another  point;  at  prefent,  removal  or  recat 
was  the  only  punifhnsent  that  the  Commiflioners  could  in- 
flift  on  the  difbbedient  fervants  of  the  Company  ;  would  it 
be  poffible  to  give  them  a  power  to  imports  fines  on  delin*    v 
quents,  without  taking  from  the  courts  of  law  their  proper 
jurifdi&ion  ?  Appeals  might  ftill  lie  to  them  from  any  fen- 
tence  of  the  Commiffioners. 

Sir  William  Dolben  faid,  that  perhaps  the  term  of  three  Sir Wi Hum 
years  might  be  too  fhort ;  he  would  therefore  agree  to  en-  D*1*™- 
large  it  to  four;  but  he  really  thought  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  go  a  greater  length. 

Mr.  Fox  readily  clofed  with  the  propofal :  he  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Vo*. 
the  bill  fhould  not  have  made  any  progrefs  in  four  years 
towards  the  attainment  of  its  object,  he  believed  it  nevcf 
would ;  and  if  a  progrefs  fhould  be  proved  to  have  been 
made  in  that  time,  with  which  the  nation  fhould  have  caufe 
to  be  fattsfied,  he  made  no  doubt  but  the  term  might  be  en- 
larged without  any  opp9fition.  The  blank  left  for  the  du- 
ration of  the  commiffion  was  filled  with  the  words  four 
yean. 

Sir  William  Dolben  faid,  that  forefeeing  fome  difficulties  si/WiitUm 
in  the  way  of  the  motion  he  intended  to  make  for  the  fala-  Dolbta. 
ries  of  the  Commiflioners,  he  would  defer  it  for  the  prefenf ; 
he  would  not  endanger  the  prefent  bill  by  propanng  any 
thing  that  might  be  objectionable \  and,  therefore,  as  there 
was  another  bill  before  the  Houfe,  relative  to  India,  be 
would  move  a  claufe  in  that  for  granting  fabrics  to  the 
Commiffioners.'       _  ' 

The  Solid/or  Grmrol  fad,  that  by  certain  ads  of  Parlia-  The  Salic* 
penf  it  was  neceffac y  that  eighteen  Directors  fhould  fign  tor  Oca. 

certain 
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certain  papers,  orMtranfa£t  certain  biiiinefs  ;  it  was  neceffary 
to  introduce  a  elauft,  giving  a  power  to  a  certain  number  of 
the  nine  Aflxftant*  to  do  all  thij  hmfinefs,  He  moved  a 
cjaufe  therefore,  by  which  five  of  the  AJfiftaots  might  in  fu- 
ture fign.  fiich  papers,  as  required  formerly  the  figoatures  of 
eighteen  Director*.     The  clatif*  paffed  without  oppofitioo. 

Mr.Hodcy.  Mr*  Hujpy  moved  an  amendment  to  a  olaufe,  which  di- 
rected that  all  orders  of  the  Commiffioners  fhould  be  figocd 
by  the  Secretary,  only,  in  the  name  of  the  ft^ard.  This 
would  prevent  the  fervants  abroad  from  knowing  by  how 
many  of  the  Board  any  mtafure  was  Supported  -f  and  would 
of  courfe  prevent  the  fpcculations  that  hitherto  had  obtained 
1  in  India,  of  tfec  poflibility  or  probability  of  the  minority 
becoming,  i»  the  courfe  of  feme  fliort  time,,  the  majority. 
The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  bill/  the  Chair- 
fnan  left  ifhe  chair.     7 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  moved  that  the  report  be  then  received  :  this,  he 
&id*  would  be  found  of  no  great  confequ^oce  by  thole  who 
eppofed  the  btH,as  h*  urtcroded,  after  the  report  fhould  have 
been  received*  that  Ht  be  printed,  with  the  amendments, 
Hisiintcntioni  was  to  move  chat  the  report  be  taken  into  coo- 
fideration  on  Friday,  and  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 
'  and  pais  em-  Monday.  The  report  was  accordingly  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  *. 

*  — 

December  4, 

The  ordfcr  of  the  day  being  called'  for,  Mr.  Williams, 

the  meffenger,  was  ordered  to  the  bar,  and  afked  by  the 

Speaker,  what  he  had  done  with  the  order  for  Mr.  Atkio- 

fon's  .appearance.     To  this  MV.  Williams  aofwerod,  that  he 

went  to  Mr.  A»kinfon's  houfe,  and  afltod  if  Mr.  Atkinfon 

was  at  home :  he  was  told  not.     He  then  afked  for  Mrs. 

Atkinfon,  with  whom  he  left  the  order. 

'  The  record  and  the  indh&ment  were  then  read  to  the 

The  Attar-  Houfc,,  when  tRe  Attorney  General  rofe,  and  ftated  the  *hok 

mty&nu     proCcfs  againft  Mr.  Atkinfon.    This  he  did  with  brevity  and 

cfiftinftnefs.    The  iflue  of  which,  he  faid,  was,  that  Mr. 

Atkit)f6rt  had  abfconded  from  the  juftice  of  his  country    In 

this  fittiaiton  it  became  Parliament  to  attend  to*  their  own 

dignity  and  importance,    lite  Member  had  been  indi&d, 

in  his  dplnfan,  on  the  cleared  and  mod  unexceptionable  cvi- 

**  dinte,  for  what  the  laws  of  this  and  every  other  country 
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held  a  very  great  and  noxious  offence.  And  the  mieftiori 
wotrfd  naturally  be  with  gentlemen,  how  is  the  Houte  to  aft 
in  fiicfc  a  cafe  ?  Every  fociety,  in  his  opinion,  were  compe- 
tent to  their  own  prcfemtfon.  It  was  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  he  conceived,  for  that  reafon,  to  come  to  an  im-  . 
mediate  dtfciHrton  on  a  point,  in  which  its  honour  and  re- 
fpeftabihty  were  fo  effcnrialjy  interested.  He  wottld  accord- 
ingly move,  that  Chriftopher  Atkinfom  be  expelled  the 
Houfe. 

Sir  Thomas  Davenport  faid,  that  when  he  moved  formerly  Sir  Thot. 
in  this  bufrnftfs  which  was  from  motives  purely  public  and  Dl*c*Poft' 
unioterefted,  the  friends  trf  Mr.  Atkinfon  begged  hard  to 
have  the  motion  pat  off  for  ten  days.  This  point  had  been 
given  up  from  principles  of  mere  humanity,  though  it  was 
not  only  forefeen,  but  foretold,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this 
indulgence, would  anfwer  no  other  end  in  the  world,  bat  to 
fhew  the  Houfe  will  never  be  rigorous  in  the  exercife  of 
judgment,  while  the  extenfion  of  mercy  is  compatible  with 
its  duty  to  the  public*  In  the  interval,  however,  abortive 
is  this  faeafure  proved  to  the  wifhes  of  Mr.  Atkinfon's 
friends,  another  reafon  had  occurred  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, which  fatisfied  him  that  judgment  could  not  be  too 
foon  given  in  the  cafe.  The  principal  witnefs  in  the  proccfa 
hid  been'indifted,  at  Mr.  Atkinfon's  ipftance,  for  perjury  ; 
bat  the  grand  jury  had  thrown  out  the  indictment.  This 
operated  ftrongly  on  his  mind  ;  and  for  that  reafon  he  deemed 
himfelf  bound  rn  confeience  to  fecond  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bomber  Gafcoyne  faid,  that  he  hoped  it  never  would  Mf.Iambw 
be  thought' difgraceful  for  any  member  of  Parliament  to  G*fc°yn*. 
ftand  op  and  plead  for  mercy  to  another,  in  whatever  cir- 
cumflanccs  he  might  be  thrown  by  contingency  or  mtefbr* 
tune.    He  felt  himfelf  in  this  predicament.     It  could  not 
be  imagined,  he  trufted,  by  any  one  who  knew  him,  that 
he  was,  or  could  ever  become,  an  advocate  for  the  mifdc*, 
neanor  imputed  to  Mr.  Atkinfon  ;  but  he  was  thus  difpofed 
from  the  nature  of  his  cafe,  from' the  hardfhip  which,  in  his 
mind,  attended  the  fituation  of  that  unfortunate  gentleman, 
from  the  mifery  of  his  family,  and  from  that  clemency  and 
humanity  which  fo  eminently  became  the  Houfe.    Theft 
motives,  he  owne<J,  had  urged  him  to  come  forward.    There 
ftiH  appeared  to  him  the  greateft  probability  that  errors  were 
in  that  indi&ment ;  and  while  thar  was  the  cafe,  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  authorifed  to  go  fuch  lengths  as  were  propofed 
in  the  motion.    Let  them  remember  the  cafe  of  Reed,  thfc 
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attorney  and  officer  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  who  hid 
been  convifted  of  perjury,  who  fled  the  country,  but  who 
indifted  the  principal  witnefs  again  ft  him,  convifted  that 
witnefs  of  perjury,  returned  to  his  country  again,  and  was 
reftored  to  his  offices.  Mr.  Gafcoyne  laid  confideraMe  ftrefs 
upon  this,  and  then  accounted  for  Mr.  Atkinfon's  having 
withdrawn  himfelf  fo  fuddenly,  imputing  it  to  the  terrors 
impreffed  upon  him  in  confequence  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
raps  having  given  that  notice  on  the  firft  day  of  laft  tens, 
Which  he  had  mentioned,  of  his  infilling  on  the  revival  of  a 
p raft  ice  that  ha4  not  been  in  ufe  for  near  five  and  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Atkinfon's,  Mr.  Gafcoyne  faid,  was  a  very 
hard  cafe ;  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  aggravate  its 
fcverity%  by  inflifting  their  punifhment  upon  him  prema- 
turely, or  fooner  than  was  aftually  neceflary.  Mr.  Gaf- 
coyne (hewed  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Atkinfoo  to 
move  an  aired  of  judgment.  He  pointed  out  the  difference 
between  conviftion  upon  an  indiftment  at  common  law,  and 
an  indiftment  on  the  ftatute.  The  verdift  upon  the  latter 
carried  the  judgment  With  it,  and  compleated  the  procefs; 
but  a  verdift  upon  an  indiftment  at  common  law,  and  a 
judgment,  were  diftinft  things.  Mr.  Atkinfon  could  have 
no  judgment  paffed  upon  him  till  he  appeared  in  Court,  aod 
had  anlwered  the  queftioo,  which  the  Codrt  were  bound  to 
put  to  him  —  what  he  had  to  urge  why  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  fhould  not  be  given  againft  him  ?  In  order  to 
firengthen  his  appeal  to  the  mercy  of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Gaf- 
coyne adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Ward,  the  member  of  that 
Houfe  formerly  expelled/  Ward,  he  faid,  had  been  con- 
vifted of  forgery,  and  under  circumftances  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature.  He  alfo  mentioned  the  cafe  of  Lukeup,  coo- 
vifted  of  perjury  at  the  Old  Bailey,  but  refcued  from  the 
fate  fuch  conviftion  would  have  carried  with  it,  by  the  in- 
genuity of  Mr.  Ford,  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  who  dif- 
covered  an  errot  on  the  face  of  the  record.  He  applied 
thefe  cafes  to  that  of  Mr.  Atkinfon ;  and  after  (hewing,  that 
if  the  Houfe  expelled  Mr.  Atkinfon  then,  and  be  might 
hereafter  prove  his  innocence,  by  fucceeding  in  the  fuit  now 
pending  in  the  Exchequer,  or  by  obtaining  an  arreft  of 
judgment  next  term,  that  they  would  commit  an  aft  of  io- 
juftice  beyond  remedy.  He  faid  he  had  authority  to  declare, 
that  two  of  thelirft  bankers  in  London  were  ready  to  give 
bail  for  ten  or  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  or  to  any  amount 
that  might  be  required,  as  a  fecunty  for  Mr.  Atkinfon's  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  on  the  firft  day  of  next  term.  He  prefied  this  very 
ftrenuoufly,  and  faid,  his  chief  motive  for  being  fo  urgent 
was  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  Mrs.  Atkinfon,  a  lady  of  a 
good  family  and  fortune,  who  was  then  in  a  condition  the 
xnoft  deplorable  and  pitiable  that  could  poffibly  be  conceived. 
She  dreaded,  as  the  worft  of  evils,  the  Houfe's  coming  to  a 
vote  of  expulfion  till  her  hufband  had  an  opportunity  of 
moving  an  arreft  of  judgment,  on  which  fhe  relied  as  the 
means  of  eftablifhing  his  innocence.  He  painted  the  dif- 
trefs  and  humiliating  circumftances  of  Mrs.  Atkinfon's  fa* 
mily  in  ftrortg  and  lively  terms*  His  heart,  he  faid,  could 
cot  help  bleeding  for  them ;  and  he  implored  gentlemen  to 
turn  their  attention  from  the  father  to  his  harmlefs,  his  in- 
nocent and  helplefs  offspring,  whom  they  were  about  to  pu- 
nifh  with  the  extremeft  rigour,  by  ftigmatifing  them  in  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe.  Surely  whatever  the  iniquities  of 
the  parent  might  be,  his  children  were  ftill  faultlefs ;  and 
what  was  this  motion  but  a  blot  on  his  poftcrity,  while  this 
Houfe  and  thefe  Journals  exifted  ?  He  would  not  mentioa 
any  other  circumftances,  as  thefe,  ip  his  opinion,  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  weigh  with  the  humane  and  benevolent,  which  he 
hoped  would  always  be  the  majority  in  a  Britifh  Parliament* 

Sir  Robert  HerrUs  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  pre-  Sir  Robert 
ceding  fpeaker.  He  ftrongly  fufpefted  Mr.  Atkinfon  had  lu*nn* 
fome  way  not  met  with  fair  dealing  in  the  verdift  againft 
him.  He  fhoold  hope  at  leaft  that  the  evidence  which  were 
employed  to  fubftantiate  the  proof,  had  failed,  and  that  hi* 
prefent  fituation  might  originate  in  his  own  timidity.  He 
therefore  perfuaded  himfelf  this  motion  would  not  pais,  as 
members  could  not  but  feel  for  the  misfortunes  of  Mr.  At- 
kinfon, whom  he  lincerely  believed  innocent  of  the  charges 
preferred  againft  him. 

Sir  P.  J.  Clerkc  was  at  foroe  lofe  what  conftruAion  to  put  ff^J* 
on  the  conduft  of  Mr.  Atkinfon's  friends.  Why  did  they  cli,fc* 
not  move  ?  He  fhould  then  have  known  how  to  have  voted  : 
bat  at  prefent  there  was  no  queftion.  He  would  therefore 
wifh  the  honourable' gentleman  would  bring  what  he  fo  im- 
portunately requefted  before  the  Houfe  in  fome  regular  form* 
For  his  own  part,  he  faw  no  impropriety  in  extending  as 
much  time,  and  even  lenity,  as  poflible.  It  fuited  the  dig- 
nity of  Parliament,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  Parliament, 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  would  rellgioufly  confult,  not 
only  its  own  honour,  but  the  gbo4  of  the  community  at 
We. 
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Mr.  Bamb.      Mr.  Bambcr  Gafcoyne  then  faid,  that  he  would  certainly 
Gafcoyne.    have  laid  a  proportion  before  the  Houfe,  but  that  he  was  in 
hopes  the  learned  gentleman  who  had  made  the  motion  would, 
on  hearing  a  true  ftatement  of  the  circumftances  attending 
the  prefent  condition  of  that  unhappy  man  and  his  family, 
have  voluntarily  dropped,  at  lead  for  the  prefent,  any  farther 
proceedings  in  the  matter.     As  that  did  not  happen,  how- 
ever, he  would  ftate  a  queftion,  which  was,  that  the  prefent 
motion  be  adjourned  till  the  23d  of  January  next. 
Sir  Robert        Sir  Robert  Herries  fecoaded  the  motion,  and  faid,  he  had 
Hemes.    „  no  obje&ion  to  become  bail  for  Mr.  Atkinfon,  .and  hoped 

the  Houfe  would  accept  of  him. 
The  Attor-      The  Attorney  General  rofe,  and  ftated  to  the  Houfe  the 
»ey  Gen.     whole  bufinefc,  and  commented  very  freely,  as  he  went  through 
the  fa£ts,  on  what  he  thought  became  Mr.  Atkinfon,  and 
what  not.     His  charge,  he  faid,  was  ably  drawn,  and  well 
fupported.     He  had  virtually  confirmed  the  fufpicions  that 
fettled  on  his  conduft,  by  having  left  his  country ;  and 
Purely  Parliament  was  not  to  harbour  in  its  bofom  thofe  who 
had  firft  flown  in  its  face,  and  then  evaded  its  authority. 
He  did  not  wifh  to  aggravate  things  fuffiqiently  heinous  in 
their  own  nature.     But  the  friends  of  fuch  as  had  thus 
placed  themfelves  in  the  mod  aukward  iituations  were  often 
too  officious  ;  and  he  was  afraid  this  would  prove  to  be  a  cafe 
of  that  kind,   for  he  fhould  hope  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  would  fee  there  was  not  the  leaft  pretence  for  the  ad- 
journment.   Had  not  Mr.  Atkinfon  enough  of  time  ?  Might 
he  not  have  been  on  the  fpot  during  the  whole  of  Iaft  term  ? 
And  why  expeft  him  now  more  than  then  ?  He  was  therefore 
bound  to  fupport  the  ~  motion,  not  only  from  principles  of 
confiftency,  but  becaufe  it  could  anfwer  no  other  purpofc 
than  to  protraft  a  fentence  which  they  would  find  ultimately 
indifpenfablc. 
Mr. Bambcr      Mr.  B amber  Gafcoyne  ftill  wifhed  to  imprefs  the  learned 
Gafcoyne.    gentleman  and  the  Houfe  with  the  private  and  lading  dif- 
trefs  this  ralh  decifion  might  occafion  an  innocent  family. 
He  urged  alfo  the  expediency  of  admitting  bail  for  Mr. 
Atkinfon,  which,  he  faid,  two  eminent   bankers  in  town 
would  appear  for  to  the  Houfe  at  any  time,  and  for  any 
«     amount. 
Afr»  Lee.         Mr.  Lee  faid,  he  meant  nothing  but  what  he  had  thought 
unavoidable,  and  that  humanity  to  individuals,  as  urged  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  though  favourable  to  individuals, 
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would  certainly  be  the  heighth  of  cruelty  to  the  fociety  in 
general. 

Mr.  Rolk  was  for  the  adjournment,  as  he  had  always  held  Mr.  Rplle. 
it  a  good  maxim  in  criminal  law,  that  rather  fpare  ten  guil- 
ty, than  punifh  one  innocent  perfon.  The  Trcafury  ac- 
counts and  other  papers,  which  he  had  mentioned  laft  fef- 
fion,  he  gave  intimation  to  the  Houfe,  it  was  his  intention, 
on  fome  future  day,  to  move  for,  efpecially  as  the  reafon  on 
which  they  were  then  refufed  him  could  not  now  have  any 
longer  weight. 

A  defultory  converfation  now  took  place  Tbetween  Sir 
Wajkin  Lewes,  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Eyre,  and 
others,  which  could  not  be  eaiily  gathered ;  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  put  for  the  adjournment,  the  divifion  flood  thus : 
Againft  the  adjournment,  and  for  the  motion,  131 ;  Contra, 
62.  Majority,  69.  The  original  motion  for  the  expulfion 
was  accordingly  carried  of  courfe. 

Mr.  Wbitbread  then  rofe,  and  faid,  he  felt  for  the  great  Mr.  Whit, 
diftrefs  it  would  occafion  in  Mr.  Atkinfon's  family,  and  that  read* 
they  had  much  reafon  to  lament  his  ever  having  any  connec- 
tion with  the  then  Comptrollers  of  his  Majcfty's  Victualling 
Office  ;  and  as«  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  before 
whom  the  whole  tranfacYions  were  laid  and  examined  into, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  the  Houfe,  as  he  had  done 
once  before,  that  the  prefent  fyftera  of  the  Viftualling- 
Office  bufinefs  required  a  new  regulation,  and  was  no  ways 
difficult  to  be  put  in  execution,  whenever  it  fhould  be  pro- 
perty attended  to.  That  there  was  a  Committee  now  fitting 
upon  that  bufinefs,  which,  he  believed,  would  farther  fhew 
the  neceffity  of  an  alteration.  That  he  had  been  witnefs  to 
what  had  paffed  between  the  Comptrollers  then  at  the  Board, 
and  Mr.  Atkinfon  ;  and  from  the  general  idea  that  he  had  of 
the  bufinefe  of  the  Office,  in  laying  out  upwards  of  three 
millions  per  annum  during  the  late  war,  from  the  manner 
of  purchafing  goods,  as  well  as  the  payment  of  them,  an 
immenfc  fum  might  have  been  faved  by  a  better  regulation, 
which  he  hoped  would  hereafter  ,be  adopted  :  in  juftice  to 
the  public,  it  ought  fo  to  be. 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnham  now  rofe.     It  was  not,  he  faid,  Mr.  AWm. 
without  reluctance,  he  found  himfelf  compelled,   in  fome  Ncwoham, 
meafurc,  to  ftand  forth  and  move  the  repeal  of  a  tax  brought 
in  by  the  noble  Lord.     The  talk,  however,  was  laid  upon    * 
him  by  his  conftituents,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  dif- 
charge  their,  orders  to  the  heft  of  bis  ability.     He  would 
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not  enter  on  the  fpecific  demerits  of  the  tax  x  all  orders  of 
men  had  united  in  oppofing.it:  it  was  the  moft  oppreffive 
and  vexatious  to  trade  and  bufinefs,  in  all  its  various  depart- 
ments, that  could  be  conceived.  It  tempted  men  to  devife 
fchemes  of  fraud  and  evafion ;  and  after  all  the  care  that 
could  be  taken  of  it,  and  all  the  fupport  it  could  derive 
from  the  Miniftry,  and  thofe  who  a&cd  with  them,  it  would 
ftill,  in  his  opinion,  be  ultimately  as  unproductive  as  it  al- 
*  ways  had  been  unpopular.     On  thefe  grounds  he  was  deter- 

mined to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfc  on  the  fubjeft.  He 
was  not  backward  to  fay,  that  he  thought  there  would  be 
.much  move  wifdom  i/i  giving  way  to  the  general  opinion, 
and  finding  foroe  other  way  of  raifing  the  money,  which 
even  though  it  might  appear  to  be  a  greater  burden,  and  in 
fact  turn  out  to  be  fo,  he  was  convinced  the  people  would 
receive  as  a  boon  and  favour  done  them ;  he  knew  no  other 
way  to  reconcile  this  to  gentlemen's  ideas,  or  indeed  to  his 
own,  than  by  reminding  them  that  hardly  any  one  who  heard 
him,  had  not  often  voluntarily  endured  fuch  labour,  and  en* 
gaged  it\  fuch  exercifes,  that  if  he  had  been  compelled  to  un- 
dertake, he  would  have  thought  his  fituation  worfe  than  that 
of  a  galley  flave.  He  was  much  inclined  to  hope  the  noble 
Lord  would  give  way  to  the  general  opinion,  and  comply 
with  the  inftru&ions  of  his  conftituents,  which,  from  the 
multiplicity  of  his  official  bufinefs,  might  have  efcaped  bis 
attention,  and  therefore  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  readiag 
it  to  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  as,  from  his  high  utuatioo,  be 
might  think  himfelf  exempted  from  obeying  them,  Mr. 
Newnham  faicj,  he  would  appeal  to  the  Houfe  in  gcoeral ; 
and  he  called  upon  all  thofe  who  really  wifbed  to  be  thought 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  fpeak  their  fenfe  in  Par* 
liamen^,  and  fupport  the  motion  he  had  now  the  honour  to 
make. 

The  Alderman  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  fo  much  of  an  aft  of  the  laft  ieffion  of  Parliament, 
as  lays  a  ftamp  duty  on  receipts. 
Sir  C«cii  Sir  Cecil  JVray  faid,  it  was  in  obedience  to  his  conftituents 
Wny.  t{jat  ijC  rofe  t0  ieCOnd  the  prefent  motion,  which  he  therefore 
did.  It  was  a  do&rine  lately  broached  in  the  Houfe,  that 
members  were  altogether  independent  of  thofe  to  whom  they 
owed  their  feats,  their  dignity,  the  Houfe,  and  all  their  im- 
munities, as  members  of  Parliament :  but  thefe  were  fenti- 
ments  to  which  he  would  pever  fubferibe.  And  to  put  the 
matter  in  the  ftrongeft  poffible  light,  fuppofe  his  conftituents 

were 
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were  to  enjoin  him  to  fupport  the  bill  for  veiling  the  affair* 
of  the  Ealt-India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  Com- 
miffioners,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  public, 
although  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft  violent,  arbitrary, 
and  unprincipled  bill  he  ever  fa w  brought  into  the  Houfe,  he 
would,  notwithftanding,  obey  them,  fo  far  as  even  to  vote 
for  what  was  moft  incongruous  to  his  own  conviction.  But 
the  tax  which  he  had  now  their  inftructions  to  oppofe,  had 
ever  appeared  to  him  ia  the  moft  queftionable  and  objection- 
able form;  and  he  was  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  ia 
giving  it  his  hearty  negative.  His  constituents,  however, 
had  inftru&ed  him  to  propofc  another  in  its  room,  which 
was,  that  tea  (hillings  be  annually  laid  on  all  fervant  maidt 
kept  for  dorneftic  ule.  This  raifed  a  loud  laugh ;  but  the 
honourable  Baronet  went  on,  and  propofed  likewife,  that 
the  franking  letters  fhould  be  utterly  and  entirely  abolifhed. 
Thefe  taxes,  he  faid,  would  both  be  productive  and  popular, 
and  for  thete  reafons  he  thought  well  deferved  the  attention 
and  coniideration  of  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of,  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr.  Marti*  argued  ftrenuouily  on  the  fame  fide,  and  in*  Mr.Mardo. 
fitted  that  thofe  only  in  bufinei's  could   be  fatisfied  of  the 
extreme  confuuon  and  inconvenience  occaiioned  by  this  ob- 
noxious tax.    He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  give  it  up, 
as  it  could  not  continue  in  force  with  any  degree  of  Yefpect 
to  the  wifhes  of  the  pebple.     And  he  had  always  thought 
highly  of  the  noble  Lord' and  his  old  friends,  though  his 
new  and  late  connections  could  never  expect  his  approbation 
or  concurrence  in  any  thing  they  did.     He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  tax  propofed  by  the  honourable  Baronet  on  the 
floor,  would  not  affect  the  poor.    The  poor  ought  always 
to  be  confidered  by  that  Houfe,  and  more  especially  when 
they  were  impofing  taxes.    The  Receipt  tax,  it  had  been 
faid,  did  not  affect  the  poor.     This  he  denied,  becaufe  in 
this  cafe,  as  in  all  others,  when  a  tax  was  impofed,  the  re* 
tail  trader  took  care  to  lay  it  upon  the  articles  he  dealt  in, 
and  raife  their  price  to  the  confumer ;  fo  that  in  fact  the 
poor  paid  the  Receipt  tax,  though  not  directly.     Mr.  Mar- 
tin talked  of  the  propriety  of  laying  taxes  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as -could   neither    directly   nor    indirectly    affect  the 
poor.   They  ought,  he  contended,  always  to  have  comfort-* 
able  dwellings,  good  warm  cloathing,  and  a  fufrkient  (hare 
of  meat  and  drink  to  put  in  their  mouths  to  fupport  them 
in  health  and  vigour.    Taxes  upon  gambling  and  gluttony, 
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upon  titles  and  honours,  he  thought,  moil  eligible,  becaufe 
they  affected  no  perfons,  but  thofe  who  reaped  the  benefit 
of  them.     For  inftance,  why  not  lay'a  tax  upon  Baronets? 
He  faw  an  .honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  who,  he  was  Aire,  would  pay  fuch  a  tax  with  great 
chearfulnefs.  '  Mr.  Martin  concluded  with  a  compliment  to 
Lord  John  Cavcndifh  at  the  expence  of  his  prefent  con* 
nections. 
Mr.Powys.      Mr.  Powys  faid,  from  what  gentlemen  were  then  faying 
on  thefnbject  of  the  implicit  obedience  due  to  the  induc- 
tions of  their  conftituents,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
declare,  that  he  differed  in  opinion  entirely.     He  was  there 
to  vote  according  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  community,  and   not  as  the  local  intereftsof 
any  defcription  of  the  reprefented  might  urge  them  to  in- 
struct him  to  vote.     He  declared,  he  had  likewife  received 
inftroctions  to  fupport  the  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Re- 
ceipt tax,  from  two  of  the  mod  confiderable  towns  in  the 
county  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  the  towns  of  Wel- 
Tinborough  and   Peterborough,     It  was  his  duty  to  declare, 
that  fuch  inftructions  had  been  fent  him,  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  hoped  no  fuch  repeal  would  take  place.     He  Hoped 
Adminiftration  wpflld  aft  with  firmnefs,  and  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  perfevere  in  carrying  through  the  bill  he  had 
brought  in  to  amend  the  tax,  and  render  it  more  produc- 
tive.    Two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  a  large 
fum  to  raife,  and  the  Receipt  tax  appeared  to  him  to  pervade 
all  pecuniary  tranfaftions  equally,  and  confequently  could 
not,  with  any  truth,  be  deemed  a  partial  tax.     He  had  not 
an  idea  of  a  better,  and  therefore  he  defired  to  embark 
what  little  credit  he  might  poffcfs  in  the  fupport  of  Admini- 
ftration, in  upholding  the  Receipt  tax.     At  the  fame  time, 
however,^  he  hoped  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  to  whom  he 
neither  was,    nor  affected  to  be,   over  partial,  would  aft 
fairly  with  the  public,  and  not  let  the  public  money  ileep 
m  private   hands.     He  would  fay  no  more  on  that  head 
then  ;  the  noble  Lord  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  oppofitc  bench,  would  know  perfectly  tfell  what  he 
alluded  "to.     Mr.  Powys  concluded  with  again  exhorting 
Miniftcrs  not  to  give  way  to  the  prefent  motion;  a  mQtiooi 
which,  he  laid,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Exchequer   would,    from  confiderations    of  public    good, 
ftrenuoufly  rcfift,  though  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  inuruc- 
tions  of  his  own  conftituents. 

1  Sir 
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Sir  P.  J.  Clerke  was  aftonifhed  that  the  tax  was  fo  un-  Sir  P.  J, 
popular.     He  thought  one  reafon  might  probably  be,  that  Cta*«» 
it  afforded  no  fcope  for  fpeculation  or  profit.     Many  of  our 
late  taxes,  he  obfervcd,  had  only  opened  a  door  of  impofi- 
tion  oq  the  public.     He  inftanced  that  of  wine.     When 
the  noble  Lord, .  who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, propofed  this  tax,  the  public  were  led  to  believe  Port 
wine  at  leaft  would  be  raifed  only  one  penny  :  but  it  was 
foon  raifed  by  thofe  who  retailed  it  to  fix-pence.     The  Re* 
ceipt  tax  at  leaft  is  liable  to  no  fuch  abufc.     Indeed  he  had     . 
always  thought  it  a  very  fair  and  decent  tax,  and  therefore    v 
it  fhould  have  bis  hearty  fupport.     He  did  not  approve  of 
the  tax  fuggefted  by  the  worthy  Baronet  on  maid  fervants, 
fince  fufficient  burdens  were  laid  on  them  already. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,  he  had  always  been  a  friend  to  The  Earl  of 
the  tax,  as  it  appeared  to  him  a  very  proper  and  neccflary*$ttrrey- 
one.     He  wifhed  members,  who  avowed  fo  fairly  the  au- 
thority of  their  conflituents  in  this  matter,  would  beware 
of  taking  the  inftruftions  of  a  few  for  thofe  of  the  whole. . 
His  Lordfhip  had  lad  year  attended  a  meeting,  of  this  kind, 
and  againft  this  very  tax ;  but  furely  the  honourable  gentle- 
man over  againft  him,  could  not  conceive  their  opinion  to 
be  that  of  the  whole,  or  a  majority  of  the  eledors  of  Weft- 
mi  nfter.     He  fufpe&ed  gentlemen  might  fometimes  be  im- 
pofed  on  in  this  manner.     Nor  was  he  fond  of  taxing  maid 
feryants  for  many  reafons ;  but  efpecially,  as  he  always 
looked  on  the  women  with  other  views  than  to  tax  them. 
He  therefore  fpoke  againft,  and  would  vote  againft,    the 
motion. 

Mr.  Thornton  argued  againft  the  receipt  tax  in  an  ingc-  Mr.Thtrn- 
nious  manner.  He  did  not  think  himfelf  in  every  cafe  at  ton. 
the  difpofal  of  his  conflituents,  or  that  to  conftitute  a  free 
Parliament,  the  individuals  of  which  it  is  compofed  ought 
firft  to  become  flaves.  But  he  had  received  the  inftru&ions 
of  his  conflituents  to  oppofe  this  meafure,  and  when  he 
found  the  voice  of  the  whole  country  on  their  fide,  he  then 
was  difpofed  to  yield  his  judgment  to  theirs.  This  tax  ap- 
peared, in  his  opinion,  extremely  unpopular,  and  he  would 
fubmit  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  a 
tax  was  proper,  againft  wjiich  the  public  were  clamorous 
and  united.  That  part  of  traffic,  in  which  the  poor  were 
moft  concerned,  felt  the  oppreffion  of  that  tax  moft. 

Great  dealing  and  great  Aims  were  competent  to  bear  it  ; 
but  fuch  an  article  of  expence,  tacked  to  the  petty  dif- 
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burfements  of  poor,  though  independent,  families,  were,  in 
'    the  aggregate  °f  their  expenditure,  not  a  little  burdenfome. 
This  had  therefore  determined  him  to  vote  for  the  motion. 
Lord  OaU        Lord  Galway  made  a  fliort  fpcech,  in  which  he  laid  he 
**'•  had  received  inftru&ions  to  fupport  rhe  motion  for  a  repeal 

of  the  'tax,  which  he  fhould  readily  obey,  meaning  on 
every  occafion  to  pay  the  utmoft  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  thofe,  who  did  him  the  honour  to  appoint  him  their  re- 
prefentative.  His  Lordihip  added  fome  arguments  agaioft 
the  tax. 
Sir  Chtrftt  Sir  Charles  Borrow  faid,  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as 
Bcnow»  afting,  when  in  that  Houfe,  merely  for  the  city  he  reprefen- 
ted,  but  for  the  kingdom  at  large,  and  that  he  ought  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  general  good,  and  not  as  the  inftruftions  of 
his  constituents  might  direft.  Sir  .Charles  fpoke  fo  low, 
that  we  could  not  diftinftly  hear  all  he  faid ;  we  believe, 
however,  that  he  profeffed  himfelf  an  advocate  for  the  tax. 
Towards  the  conclusion  of  his  fpeech,  he  faid,  he  thought 
a  tax  on  ftarlings  would  be  an  eligible  one.  He  did  not 
mean  on  ftarlings,.  in  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  word,  but  on 
thofe,  who  cry  out  without  occafion,  and  join  in  an  un- 
meaning clamour  againft  meafures  not  really  objcflionablc. 
Sir  Charles  declared  himfelf  againft  taxing  maid  fervants; 
he  begged  pardon,  he  meant  female  fervants. 
Mr.  D.  R  Mr.  D.  P.  Colc  faid,  no  man  held  the  inftru&ions  of  con- 
Coke.  ftitucnts,  ordinarily  confidered,  more  cheap  than  he  did. 
When  his  conftitucnts  urged  him  to  fupport  meafures  cal- 
culated for  the  general  welfare  of  the  btate,  or  to  oppofe 
fucb  as  threatened  its  danger,  there  was  not  a  member  of 
that  Houfe,  who  would  go  farther  than  he  would  in  com- 
pliance with  their  wifhes.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  he  had 
received  inftruftions  to  fupport  the  motion  for  a  repeal  of 
the  Receipt  tax,  inftru&ions  with  which  he  chcarfully 'com- 
plied, becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  the  tax  was  extremely  par- 
tial, and  he  defied  Minifters  to  make  it  productive.  Let 
them  carry  through  the  bill  then  in  the  Houfe,  to  explain 
and  amend  the  tax,  or  take  what  meafures  they  would  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  it,  he  was  convinced  they  could 
not  prevent  its  being  evaded.  He  faid,  he  fhould  not  have 
fpoken  that  day,  had  it  not  been  for  what  he  had  thrown 
out  in  the  Houfe  a  few  days  fince.  He  had  at  that  time  de- 
clared, he  had  fome  taxes  to  propofe  in  the  room  of  the 
Receipt  tax,    which    would    be    equally   productive.     He 

thought  it  incumbent  on  every  gentleman  who  wiihed  for 
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the  repeal  of  a  tax  in  exiftence,  when  he  moved  fact  repeal 
to  come  forward  with  another  tax  capable  of  fupplytng  its 
place.  He  woujd  propofe  two  or  three.  The  firft  of  them 
was  upon  a  fpecies  of  property  hitherto  untaxed,  and  by 
taxing  which,  none  but  the  rich  would  be  affefted.  He 
meant  a  tax  on  pews.  In  every  church  there  were,  he  ob- 
ferved,  a,certain  number  of  family  pews,  annexed  to  the  , 

houfes  of  families  in  the  neighbourhood ;  thefe  he  thought 
might  very  well  pay  a  tax  of  twenty  (hillings  a  year  each. 
There  was  alfo  in  each  church  in  the  country,  a  handfome 
and  fpacious  pew,  called  the  corporation  pew,  which  he 
would  propofe  to  have  taxed  at  twenty  pounds  a  year.  At 
a  farther  enlargement  of  ecclefiaftical  taxes,  he  would  lay 
tire  pounds  a  year  on  each  of  the  flails  of  Prebends,  ten 
pounds  on  each  of  the  flails  of  Deans,  and  twenty  on  each 
of  the  ftalls  of  the  Bifhops.  Deans  and  Prebends,  he  de- 
clared, were,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft  ufelefs  order  of  ec- 
clcfiaftics  in  exiftence ;  and  he  lhould  be  happy  when  the 
day  arrived,  on  which  they  were  to  be  abolifhed.  Another 
tax  he  would  propofe,  was  alfo  conne&ed  with  the  church. 
When  perfons  died,  thofe  who  regarded  them,  or  inherited 
a  legacy  upon  their  death,  generally  put  up  a  grave  ftone  to 
their  memory.  He  would  therefore  propofe,  that  twenty 
(hillings  duty  fhould  be  paid  upon  putting  up  a  grave-ftone 
in  a  church-yard,  and  forty  (hillings  for  every  one  put  up 
in  a  church.  Mr.  Coke  expatiated  on  the  impropriety  of  . 
burying  in  churches  at  all.  He  faid,  he  had  known  an  in- 
ftance  in  the  country  whfere  a  perfon  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  was  buried  in  the  church,  when  fifty  families 
would  day  away  from  the  church  on  that  account  for.  a 
month  together,  whereas,  if  the  perfon  had  been  laid  in  the 
church-yard,  the  whole  parifh  would  have  walked  over  his 
grave  without  the  fmalleft  alarm.  Mr.  Coke,  after  men- 
tioning thefe  objefts  of  taxation,  reafoned  upon  their  pro- 
priety. He  faid,  he  himfelf  had  a  pew  annexed  to  his 
houfe,  and  which  he  held  up  by  a  faculty.  He  faw  no  rea- 
fon  whatever,  why  he  ought  not  to  pay  the  State  twenty 
(hillings  a  year  for  holding  his  pew.  Another  objeA  of 
taxation,  he  faid,  he  mentioned  with  fome  diffidence,  be- 
caufe  that  Houfe  bad  once  heard  of  it,  and  rejeftcd  it. 
That  was  a  tax  on  dogs.  He  thought  fuch  a  tax  pcrfeQly 
juftifiable,  and  he  conceived  it  would  be  extremely  produc-, 
tive.  He  added  up  the  fuppofed  produce  of  his  fevcrai 
taxes,  and  declared,  that  altogether  they  would  produce 
Vol.  XII.  X  *  con- 
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confidently  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.  Mr.  Coke,  after  dilating  fufficiently  on  the  taxes  be 
had  fuggefted,  recurred  to  the  Receipt  tax,  which  hefaid, 
ought, H  in  his  mind,  to  be  repealed,  becaufe  it  appeared  fo 
generally  odious  and  unpopular.  In  proof  that  it  was  fo, 
he  called  the  attention  of  Minifters  to  the  circumftance  of 
fo  many  different  members  having  been  inftru&ed  by  their 
conftituents  to  endeavour  tp  obtain  its  repeal. 
Mr.  Shcri-  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  k  generally 
admitted,  that  when  gentlemen  thought  fit  to  move  the  re- 
peal of  an  exifting  tax,  they  ought  to  propofe  fome  tax  in 
lieu  of  it,  that  in  their  opinion  at  leaft,  was  likely  to  prove 
equally  produ&ive.  This  was  certainly  right,  becaofe 
when  that  Houfe  was  called  upon;  as  it  was  by  the  motion 
then  under  confederation,  it  was  called  upon  to  do  as  ftrong 
an  aft  as  the  Houfe  could  poflibly  perform,  viz.  to  change 
the  fecurity  given  to  the  public  creditor,  and  to  take  away 
the  mortgage  he  held  in  payment  of  the  intereft  of  his  mo- 
ney. The  Receipt  tax,  Mr.  Sheridan  fakl,  was  a  tax  that 
had  pafTed  almoft  unanimously.  At  leaft  it  had  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  and  declared  tt 
be  a  light,  impartial,.  a*nd  wife  tax.  Such,  he  was  in  his 
own  mind  perfuaded,  it  would  have  proved,  had  the  tit 
had  fair  play.  It  had  not,  however,  been  yet  truly  tried. 
No  fooner  was  this  tax,  fo  much  liked  withirj  doors,  heard 
of,  but  the  utmoft  pains  were  taken  to  raifc  a  clamoor 
again  ft  it  without.  Committees  and  afibciatiofts  were  for- 
med for  that  purpofe  expreflly.  All  the  art  and  ingenuity 
of  man  were  employed  in  finding  out  means  of  evading  it, 
Remonftrances  again  ft  it  had  been  fabricated,  and  carried 
from  houfq  to  houfe  to  procure  fignaturcs.  Thofe  who 
never  had  heard  of  the  tax,  were  called  upon  to  lend  their 
names  u>  the  lift ;  nay,  one  man,  who  could  not  write 
himfclf,  had  been  Invited  to  make  his  mark,  in  order  to 
overthrow 'a  tax,  which  he  was  told  materially  concerned 
him,  as  it  was  a  check  to  the  currency  of  written  evidence. 
As  foon  as  any  probable  means  of  evading  it  were  hit  on, 
they  were  induftnoufly  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom, 
*nd  Government  having,  out  of  lenity,  forborne  to  profe- 
cute  for  the  penalties  incurred  by  thofe  who  flew  in  the  face 
of  the  ad,  a  cafe  was  made  out  of.  the  whole  againft  the  tax 
itfelf,  and,  when  Parliament  met,  it  was  applied  to,  in  or* 
der  to  repeal  the  tax.  Mr.  Sheridan  reprobated  fuch  con- 
du£t,  and  faid,  he  trufted  that  the  good  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe 

would 
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wonld  intcrpofe,  and  prevent  the  repeal  of  a  tax  fo  treated* 
With  regard  to  the  taxes  fuggefted  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  full  as  lia- 
ble to  objeftion  as  the  Receipt  tax  :  indeed,  infinitely  more 
(b,  becaufe  there  was  not  any  fixed  criterion  to  judge  of  them 
by.     For  inftance,  fuppofe  a  tax  was  laid  on  dogs  :  in  that 
cafe  the  keeper  of  a  pack  might  immediately  fell  his  pack, 
and  buy   a  hunter  with  the  money,  and  follow  the  pack  of 
fome  -other  fleighbour,     Jn  like  manner,  if  a  perfon  kept 
d°gs  to  guard  his  houfe,  on  a  tax  being  laid,  he  might  dif- 
pofe  of  his  dogs,  and  refort  to  fome  other  means  of  fecurity. 
So  lifcewife  with  regard  to  pewe,  in  order  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  a  tax  upon  them,  perfons  might  no  longer  chufe  to 
hold  them.     The  tax  on  grayc«-ftones  indeed  was  not  eafily 
evaded,  and  could  not  be  deemed  oppreffive,  as  it  would  only 
be  once  paid ;  but  fuch  was  the  4ptrit  of  clamour  again  ft  any 
tax  on  receipts,  that  he  fhould  not  wonder  if  it  extended  to 
them,  and  that  it  fhould  be  aflerted,  that  perfons  having  paid 
the  laft  debt,  the  debt  of  nature,  Government  had  refolved 
they  fhould  pay  a  Receipt  tax,  and  have  it  (lamped  over 
their  grave.     Nay,  with  fo  extraordinary  a  degree  of  inve- 
teracy were  fome  Committees  in  the  City  and  elfewhere  ac- 
tuated, that  if  a  Receipt  tax  of  the  nature  in  queftion  was 
enabled,  he  fhould  not  be  greatly  furprifed  if  it  were  foon         ' 
after  publifhed,  that  fuch  Committees  had  unanimously  re- 
folved that  they  would  never  be  buried,  in  order  to  avoid 
paying  the  tax,  but  had  determined  to  lie  above  ground,  or 
to  have  their  afhes  coniigned  to  family  urns,  in  the  manner 
of  the~ancients.    Having  diverted  the  Houfe  with  this  idea, 
which  he  handled  with  equal  point  and  pleafantry,~Mr.  She- 
ridan reforted  to  more  ferious  argument,  and  took  notice  of 
Mr.  Thornton's  remarks,  relative  to  a  clerk's  falary  being 
forty  pounds  a  year,  and  that  it  came  to  twopence  an  hour, 
which  he  pointed  out  as  ablurd.    He  took  notice  alfo  of  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Martin^  who  had  faid,  that  the  retail 
trader  diftributed  his  price  of  the  receipt  upon  the  feveral 
articles  he  fold.     The  ftrongeft  argument  urged  againft  the 
tax,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  ever  conceived  to  be,  that  it 
fell  heavier  upon  the  retail  trader,  than  upon  the  whplefale 
dealer  or  merchant.     If  however  the  honourable  gentleman'* 
remark  were   true,    this  argument  necefiarily  fell  to  the   - 
ground.     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  in  his  mind,  the  great  recom- 
mendation of  the  Receipt  tax  was,  that  being  paid  dire&ly, 
2nd  not  mediately,  the  public  felt  it,  and  it  naturally  led 
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them  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  nation.    This  was  the  ex- 
ccllencc  of  the  tax,  and  a  right  principle  of  taxation.     If 
he  might  prefume  to  lay  down  a  principle  of  taxation  as  fit 
to  be  adopted  in  an  arbitrary  and  in  a  free  country,  taxes 
fhould  be  impofcd  as  indire&ly  as  poffible,  and  the  giving 
alarm  to  men's  feelings  ought  to  be  moft  ftudioufly  avoided  ; 
the  reverfe  exaftly  fhould  be  the  cafe  in  a  free  country  ;  the 
taxes  there  ought  always  to  be  dire&  and  open.    The  fubjeft, 
when  he  paid  any  of  them,  fhould  know  that  he  paid  a  tax, 
and  his  attention  fhould  in  confequence  be  provoked  to  an 
examination  of  the  ftate  of  the  country's  debts,  the  weight 
of  which  being  obliged  to  be  borne  by  all,  they  neceffanly 
concerned  all  in  an  equal  degree. 
jUrd  Ma-        Lorj  Mahon  rofe,  and  faid,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  this  odious,  troublefome,    and  oppreflive  tax  upon  re- 
ceipts.    The  arguments  againft  the  t^x,  which  he  was  going 
to  ufc,  were,  in  his  opinion,  conclufive  againft  it,  and  per- 
fectly uflanfwerable.     Either  thefe  ftamped  receipts  would 
be  generally  ufed,  or  they  would  not.     In  his  opinion,  he 
faid,  they  would  not.     Perfons  might  legally  continue  to 
pay  money  before  witneiTes,  notwithstanding  the  other  law 
wrjich  had  been  brought  in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  to  enforce  this  new  tax.     That  ncw-propofed  law  did 
not  attempt  to  oblige  perfons  to  take  or  give  any  receipts  at 
fell ;  nor  did  it  prevent  the  producing  parole  evidence  in  any 
court  of  law  or  equity,  to  prove  the  payment  of  money  ; 
therefore  there  would  be  the  eafieft  and  moft  evident  means 
of  evading  this  abfurd  law  :  he  confequently  believed  that 
there  would  not  be  ufed  by  the  public  that  prodigious  num- 
ber of  ftamped  receipts  that  Minifters  Teemed  to  imagine; 
the  tax  then  would  be  unproductive  :  but  fuppofe  that  thefe 
ftamps  be  generally  made  ufe  of,  what  would  be  the  necef- 
fary  confequence  ?  It  would  evidently,  he  faid,  be  this :  — • 
The  ftamp  on  thofe  receipts,  being  extremely  eafy  to  Coun- 
terfeit, a  low  mechanic  being  capable  of  making  four  or 
five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  by  fuch  practices;  and  fuch 
practices  being  liable  to  be  purfued,  without  the  fmallcft 
danger  to  thofe  who  fhall  (for  importation)  counterfeit  thofe 
ftamps  abroad,  thefe  ftarnps  will  be  counterfeited  to  a  prodi- 
gious,  great,   and  alarming  extent.     If,  for  inftance,  the 
number  of  counterfeit  receipts  that  would  be  ufed,  fhould 
be  (to  fpeak  within  compafs)  twice  as  great  as  the  number 
of  receipts  iflued  from  the  Stamp  Office  in  the  fame  given 
period  of  time,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  for  every 
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thoufand  pounds  produced  to  Government  by  this  tax,  two 
thoufand  pounds  would  be  gained  by  thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  thefe  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue.  The 
Jews  of  Holland,  and  the  engraver*  of  France,  would  make 
more  by  thefe  ftamped  receipts,  than  the  Exchequer  of  this 
country.  This  confideration  alone,  faidhis  Lord  (hip,  ought 
to  be  fatal  to  this  tax,  and  to  every  tax  whatever  that  might 
b:  liable  fo  a  fimilar  objection.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
there  is  nothing  fo  eafy  as  to  counterfeit  thefe  damps,  and  to 
do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  capable  of  dete&ion. 
Let  gentlemen  alio  conilder,  that  the  greateft  and  moft  rapid 
fortunes  may  be  tnade  by  this  practice ;  and  that  a  fmall 
box,  which,  if  imported  into  this  country,  would  contain 
ftamped  receipts  that  would  fell  for  feveral  hundred  pounds, 
and  would,  if  feized,  (or  if  thrown  overboard  into  the  fea 
to  prevent  its  being  feized)  be  of  no  lofs  to  the  importer 
worth  his  attention,  becaufe  it  would  be  nothing  but  a  box 
of  paper ;  therefore  this  is  a  trade  in  which  there  may  be 
the  greateft  gain,  but  no  lofs.  The  profit,  which  will  be 
immenfe,  will  be  reduced  to  a  perfeft  certainty.  But  this 
is  not  all.  Such  a  profit  to  fmugglers,  as  will  a  rife  from 
this  practice,  will  operate  as  a  premium  to  them  in  the 
fmuggline  of  other  commodities.  It  will  compenfate  their 
other  lofles ;  it  will  make- up  for  their  other  rifle  ;  it  will  be 
an  addition  to  their  other  gains.  Sc?rce  a  cargo  of  fmug- 
gled  brandy,  wine,  or  tea,  would  be  imported,  without 
fomc  of  thefe  forged  ftamps,  either  to  be  fold  by  the  fmug- 
glers, or  to  be  given  away  by  them  to  thofe  perfons  who 
fhould  be  wifhing  to  buy  their  fmuggled  goods.  If  this 
fliould  thus  encourage  and  increafe  the  practice  of  fmuggling 
to  the  extent,  that  there  is  reafon  to  fear  it  will,  it  is  like-  ' 
ly  that  this  foolifh  and  ill-conceived  tax  may  caufe  a  greatet 
lofs  to  the  revenue,  by  the  encouragement  to  fmuggling, 
than  the  amounts  the  tax  itfelf ;  and  this  tax  would,  in 
that  cafe,  decreafe  the  revenue  upon  the  whole,  inftead  of 
iocreafing  it.  Would  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
a  man  of  honour,  allure  the  Houfe  that  this  would  not  be 
the  effeft  at  iaft  ?  The  noble  Lord  would  not  venture  to  give 
fuch  an  affufance  to  the  Houfe.  It  was  truly  a  wife  tax, 
that  the  Minifter  who  has  propofed  it,  cannot  declare  would 
not,  by  its  confcquenccs,  finally  decreafe  the  revenue  !  Lord 
Mahon  added,  that  he  ex  peeled  no  anfwer,  becaufe  his  ob- 
jections were  unanfwerable.  He  fuppofed  he  might  be  taunt- 
ingly told  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State,  (as 
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he/had  been  told  by  him  in  a  former  feffion  of  Parliament) 
"  that  the  perfon  who  wilhed  to  increafe  the  rdvenue  by  the 
taking  off  of  taxes,  was  a  fit  perfon  to  objeft  to  taxes,  bc- 
caufe  they  might  tend  to  decrease  it."'  If,  inftead  of  argu- 
ment, foch  flippant  nonfenfe  were  thrown  out  in  that  debate, 
lie  faid  he  fhould  only  treat  it  with  contempt.  Lord  Mahoa 
alfo  made  fomc  obfefvations  on  the  arguments  ufed  by  Mr. 
Fox  in  fopport  bf  this  tax  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
and  reproached  the  right  honourable  Secretary  with  having 
faid  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  liked  the  tax  the  better  tfecaufeit 
was  univerfally  unpopular.  This  was  a  reafon,  Lord  Ma- 
hon  faid,  to  diflike,  not  tQ  like,  the  tax}  and  that  this  rea- 
fon for  the  Receipt  tax,  as  given  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  an  inde- 
cent ieafon  to  be  alledged  for  its  fupport  by  any  man,  parti- 
cularly by  the  pretended  friend  of  the  people. 
Ifr.Mtcdo-  Mr.  Macdcnald  faid,  that  he  had,  from  the  time  that  the 
■***•  Receipt  tax  was  propofed,  thought  that  it  was  more  flatter- 

ing than  foli<J.  The  queftion  now  was,  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  prudent  to  abandon  the  tax  entirely,  and  fub- 
ftitute  another  in  its  place,  than  to  amend  it  in  the  manner 
propofed  by  the  noble  Lord's  bill.  He  denied  that  he  thought 
1  it  was  incumbent  on  every  one,  who  thought  the  firft  way 
moft  advifeable,  to  propofe  a  new  one,  every  gentleman 
not  being  fufficiently  qualified  for  fuch  propositions,  as  he 
felt  himfelf  not  to  be,  nor  were  they  placed  in  higjh  and 
lucrative  iituations  for  that  purpofe.  His  great  objeflioo 
was,  that  it  was  highly  probable  it  could  not  be  made  pro- 
ductive ;  for,  firft,  it  was  a  ready-money  tax  ;  and,  fecood- 
ly,  it  was  optional.  As  to  ready-money  taxes,  it  was  cer- 
tain, from  experience,  that  they  always  created  an  averfioo 
in  the  people's  minds,  who  would  complain  of  a  farthing  is 
that  fhape,  when  they  would  pay  a  (hilling  wrapped  op  in 
fomething  clfe.  This  was  remarkably  feeri  in  the  inftanccof 
turnpikes,  which,  though  calculated  for  the  eafe  of  the 
poor,  by  making  the  rich  pay  for  the  roads,  which  before 
were  made  by  the  labour  of  the  poor  alone,  yet  were  oppotcd 
fo  violently  as  to  require  dragooning  and  penal  laws  of  the  laft 
feverity,  together  with  (hutting  up  every  circuitous  paffage. 
This  mud  have  arifen  from  the  mere  circumftancc  of  its  he- 
ing  a  payment  immediately  out  of  pocket.  But  when,  be- 
fides  this,  a  tax  was  optional,  there  was  to  him  but  little 
hope  that  the  amendment  propofed  would  have  any  other  ef- 
fect, than  that  of  making  people  more  careful  to  fee' their 
account  was  fcratched  out.    This  tax  differed,  he  obferved, 
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from  every  other  ftamp  duty  in  this  refpeft  ;  that  in  all  for- 
mer cafes,  the  inft rumen t  ltacnped  constituted  your  title  or 
fecurity.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  any  other  fecurity  againft  a 
fecond  demand  was  open  :  as  the  law  flood  at  prefent,  no 
man  was  obliged  to  give  a  receipt,  as  had  been  deter- 
mined, not  long  ago,  in  a  cafe  which  he  ftated.  Un- 
lefs,  therefore,  it  was  intended  to  oblige  all  perfons  to 
give  and  take  receipts,  and  the  fame  aft  mud  oblige  them 
to  read  and  write,  this  ready-money,  optional  tax,  would 
be  either  evaded  in  many  ways  he  had  heard  of,  or  not 
complied  with.  That  a  tax  of  this  nature,  upon  buying 
and  felling  had  been  tried  at  Naples,  as  he  remembered  to 
have  read  in  a  book  quoted  lately  by  a  right  honourable 
Secretary.  The  people  there  petitioned  to  affefs  thernfelves, 
in  their  feveral  diftrifts,  rather  thari  conform  to  it.  He 
obferved,  that  it  had  been  found  highly  inconvenient  to 
trade^  in  delaying  payments,  and  putting  the  trader  out 
of  the  way  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed.  As  to  the 
obfervatioo,  that  abandoning  it  would  alarm  the  public  cre- 
ditor, to  whom  it  was  pledged,  he  conceived  that  no  man 
would  be  alarmed  at  getting  a  productive  for  an  unproduc- 
tive fecurity.  He  profeffed  very  great  doubts  of  what  was 
ftated  as  a  recommendation  of  the  tax,  that  the  poor  were 
not  affefted  by  it,  admitting  it  to  be  true  as  to  the  mere 
payment  of  the  two-pence  or  four-pence ;  but  wheji  it  was 
considered  that  this  tax  was  impofed  at  the  outfet  of  the 
circulation  of  every  commodity,  and  likewife  on  every 
change  of  hand,  that  no  rax  was  advanced  without  intcrcft 
taken,  or  a  profit  whipped  in,  the  accumulation  would  be 
confiderable.  He  inftanced  in  the"  cafe  of  beer,  for  ex- 
ample, that  every  receipt  taken  on  every  ingredient,  in  its 
paiTage  from  the  grower  to  the  confumer,  muft  be  paid  by 
thofe  who  drank  it.     It  was  plain,  therefore,  that  the  fame 

Jiuantity,  of  the  fame  quality,  Could  not  be  had  for  the 
ame*  price.  He  ftated  alfo,  that  fniall  (hops,  with  which 
the  poor  deal,  contained  a  vaft  variety  of  articles,  and 
many  receipts  taken  from  the  various  larger  dealers  from 
whom  they  filled  their  fhops,  as  many  perhaps  in  point  of 
number,  as  a  much  more  opulent  wholefale  trader.  All 
thefe  muft  be  repaid  to  him.  Thefe  obfervations,  he  faid, 
he  had  met  with  from  perfons  who  "knew  the  detail  of  them  ; 
being  fatisfied  that  this  tax,  under  all  its  circumftanccs, 
could  not  be  made  fufficiently  productive,  although  all 
perfons  afting  for  others  muft  undoubtedly  pay   it.    He 
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fhould  vote  for  immediately  fubftituting  another  in  itt 
place. 
Ld.  North.  Lord  l$ortk  faid,  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  long 
from  the  queftion,  as  the  fubjeft  of  debate  lay  in  a  narrow 
compafs.  The  receipt  tax  was  now  admitted  pretty  gcne- 
*  rally  not  to  be  oppreffive,  nor  to  be  unjuft,  but  it  was 
faid,  it, was  trouble fome,  and  it  was  unproductive,  Un- 
productive it  certainly  had  proved  ;  but  the  qaufes  which 
had  rendered  it  unproductive,  were  well  known,  and  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  had  brought  in  a 
bill  to  remove  thofe  cau.fes.  Why  then  would  gentlemen 
wifh  to  repeal  a  tax  under  fuch  circum fiances  ?  With  re- 
gard to  its-  being  trouhlelbme,  it  had  been  declared,  that  it 
was  univerfally  evaded.  The  trouble,  therefore,  that  it 
had  hitherto  occafioned,  could  not  be  very  great.  The  tax, 
gentlemen  well  knew,  was  a  new  tax ;  the  bill  of  laft  year 
was  confequently  an  experiment.  All  experiments  were  un- 
certain, and  it  was  the  nature  of  a  new  tax  to  fail  at  firft. 
The  experience  of  a  few  months  had  difcovered,  to  what 
the  failure  of  the  Receipt  tax  had  been  owing,  and  means 
had  been  retorted  to,  to  prevent  its  failure  in  future.  But 
it  was  faid,  the  Receipt  tax  was  an  optional,  ready-money 
tax,  and  therefore  incapable  of  being  made  productive. 
What  were  all  the  taxes  that  had  been  luggefted  that  day? 
A  tax  on  dogs,'  on  pews,  on  grave-ftones,  all  optional,  ail 
ready-money  taxes.  The  learned  gentleman,  who  fpoke 
laft,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  had  mentioned  the  inftitution 
of  turnpikes,  and  the  clamour  it  had  firft  occafioned.  It 
was  very  true ;  but  the  i  nib  nee  Was  not  a  happy  one  for  the 
learned  gentleman's  argument,  becaufe  turnpikes,  when 
properly  underftood,  had  been  univerfally  acquiefced  in, 
and  they  were  at  this  time  deemed  as  great  a  benefit  to  the 
kingdom  as  ever  was  devifed.  His  Lordfhip  anfwered  Lord 
Marion's  remarks,  that  th«  ftamps  would  be  forged,  and  re- 
minded the  noble  Lord,  that  forging  ftarnps,  or  uttering 
them  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  was  by  that  aft  deemed 
a  capital  felony  ;  no  man  therefore  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, expofehimfelf  to  the  punifhment  of  death,  where  the 
profit,  compared  to  the  rifquc,  was  fo  infignificant.  HisLord- 
fhip'added  feveral^other  arguments  to  prove,  that  the  Receipt 
tax  promifed  well.  It  had,  he  faid,  fet  off  moft  prolper- 
,  oufly.  The  Commiffioners  of  the  Stamp  Office  found  it 
likely  to  anfwer  greatly,  but  when  it  was  publicly  ftated, 

that 
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that  a  doubt  had  arifen  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  law  itfelf, 
its  progrefs  was  flopped  altogether:  a  circutnftance,  that, 
when  the  bill  then  before  the  Houfe  paffed,  would  not  con- 
tinue to  be  the  cafe. 

Lord  Sbtffield  faid9  he  had  the  honour  of  reprefenting  a  LotdShcf* 
very  populous  city,  that  the  inhabitants  never  had  concurred  **w« 
fo  unanimously  on  any  occafion  as  in  their  directions  to  him 
to  promote  the  reapeal  of  the  tax  in  queftion.  That  when 
the  tax  was  firft  mentioned  in  Parliament,  they  had  com- 
municated their  obje&ions  to  him,  that  he  told  them,  they 
did  not  feem  to  him  well  founded,  and  that  he  had  voted  for 
the  tax  ;  that  bis  conftituents  had  now  had  an  opportunity 
of  experience,  that  they  found  it  vexatious,  unequal,  and 
prejudicial  to  trade,  and  he  very  chearfully  gave  up  his  opi- 
nion to  them,  but  he  by  no  means  fubferibed  to  the  doc- 
trine of  implicit  obedience  to  inftru&ions ;  if  he  did,  he 
muft  next  confefs  that  the  city  of  Coventry  might  as  well 
fend  up  Peeping  Tom  with  inftru&ions  in  his  pocket,  as 
him*  That  as  to  the  tax  being  vexatious  it  was  obvious ; 
and  that  it  would  fall  heavily  on  the  middling  tradefmen 
who  made  and  received  many  payments.  The  arguments 
which  occurred  againft  the  bill  had  already  been  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  who  had  fpoke  before  him ;  one  however 
feemed  to  be  omitted,  and  that  was,  the  efFeft  the  tax 
would  have  in  preventing  frequent  payments,  confequently 
it  would  be  a  check  to  circulation,  the  pernicious  confe- 
quence  of  which  to  trade  muft  be  extremely  mifchievous. 
He  concluded  by  frying,  .that  if  thefe  ftrong  obje&ions  did 
not  exift,  he  fhould  however  think  it  his  duty  to  attend  to 
the  general  diflike  and  deteftation  of  the  tax,  efpecially  as 
the  attempt  was  not  to  get  rid  of  taxation,  but  to  change  a  t 
tax,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  the  (lock  of,  taxes  which  \f 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  in  ftore  was  fo  fcanty, 
that  he  could  not  fpare  one  in  exchange.  <>>■' 

Lord  John  Cavcndljb  faid,  he  certainly  had  received  a  con-  LorJJohft 
Cderable  number  of  proportions  for  taxes,  but  whether  C&iofdiOi. 
they  were  in  a  ftate  fit  to  be  propofed  to  that  Houfe,  be 
could  not  fay.  The  receipt  tax,  however,  he  had  ftrong 
hopesj  when  the  bill  for  explaining  it  hald  pafled,  would 
prove  produ&ive.  Before  the  law  opinions,  that  had  been 
published  in  the  fu  miner  appeared,  his  Lord  (hip  faid,  its 
produce  was  fuch,  as  greatly  exceeded  all  the  expectations, 
that  had  been  entertained  of  what  it  would  produce  •  to 
abandon,  it,  therefore,  now,  would,  he  thought,  be  extremely 
weak  and  unwife.    He  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  a£l  with  firm- 

Vol.  XII.  Y  y  nefs. 
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nefs.    Though  the  war  was  fended,  our  fituation  required 
heavy  burdens.    It  would  be  better  to  pay  the  neceffary 
taxes  diearfiiily,  than  to  continue  to  pay  fuch  a  toad  of 
intereft  for  the  public  debt.    By  meeting'  the  difficulty  of 
the  day,  we  might  alleviate,  and  fhorten  the  continuance  of 
our  difficulties.    With  regard  to  inftru&ions  from  cooflitu- 
ents,  he  certainly  had  received  fome  from  York ;  but  he 
knew  there  had  been  a  meeting  fince,  held  ill  that  city,  of 
the  moft  refpe&able  traders,  who  had  been  induftrioufly  ex- 
cluded from  the  former  meeting,  and  they  had  come  to  re- 
folutions  refpedking  the  Receipt  tax,  directly  the  reverie  of 
thofe  come  to  by  a  former  meeting,  which  had  fent  htm  and 
his  noble  colleague  inftru&ions  to  oppofe  -the   tax.     He 
would  read  thenoufea  hand-bill  now  circulating  through 
the  city  and  county  of  York.    His  Lordlhip  accordingly 
read  a  paper,  replete  with  arguments,  founded  in  good  fcnfe 
and  fair  reafoning,  in  favour  of  the  tax. 
SirEdwud       Sir  Edward  Ajitey  faid,*  he  had  *hot  been  inftruded  by  his 
Aftlcy.       conftituents,  and  therefore  he  was  left  to  his  own  judgment. 
Sir  Edward  repeated  what  he  had  formerly  faid  about  the 
tax's  being  rather  troublefome  thai*  oppreffive.    With  regard 
to  the  fuggefted  tax  of  ten  (hillings  a  head  on  female  fer- 
vants,  he  laid,  Wat  Tyler's  fate  lived  in  his  memory  too 
ftronely,  to  induce  him  to  fupport  a  tax  that  might  oe  at- 
tended with  equally  bad  Conferences.    He  thought  a  tax  on 
dogs  might  be  fo  modified  as  to  be  made  productive. 
Mr.  Aldm.       Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  faid,  he  voted  for  the  tax  origt- 
fewbridg*  <  nai]y9  becaufe  he  really  thought  it  to  be  a  fair,  equal,  and 
'  Cafy  tax :  but  his  conftituents  and  he  had  fince  conferred 
'  upon  the  fubje& ;  and  though  it  was  not  always  that  they 
did  fo,  in  this  inftance  they  had  convinced  him,  and  con- 
'verted  him  to  their  opinion.    He  then  went  into  argument 
'to  prove  that  it  fell  heavier  on  the  retail  traders  than  on  any 
other  defcription  of  perfons.     He  compared 'ther  cafe  of  a 
man  laying  out  500I.  on  an  eftate,  and  a  dealer  trading  upon 
a  capital  of  500I.  and  challenged  any  gentleman  to  prove, 
that  where  the  former  paid  the  tax  once,  the  latter  did  not 
pay  it  feveral  times.    He  urged  the  Houfe  not  to  keep  a 
galling  and  difagreeable  burden  on  the  ihoulders  of  the  pub- 
lic, alter  they  had  avowed  their  diflike  to  it,  and  their  wil- 
lingnefs  to  bear  any  other  burden  in 'its  flead.    He  faid,  that 
let  the  tax  be  ever  to  much  amended  and  improved,  Minifters 
'  would  ultimately  find  that  they  muft  repeal  it.    He  advifed 
them  therefore  to  do  it  now,  when  it  could  be  donft  with  a 
much  better  grace  than  it  poflibly  could  atany  future  period. 

Sir 
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Sir  JV.  hewn  faid,  it  was  with  a  good  deal  of  concern  he  Sir  w. 
obferved  there  was  a  determination  to  perfevere  in  a  tax,  ****•• 
which  was  fo  generally  obnoxious  and  unpopular,  and  which 
would,  be  found,  notwithstanding  the  bill  brought  in  for 
amendment,  to  be  unproductive* 

Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  that  when  the  tax  was  firft  propofed  g.'Richar* 
to  the  Houfe,  he  neither  voted  for  it  nor againft  it;  for 
though  he  never  liked  it,  yet  he  did  not  wifl*  to  clog  the 
wheels  of  Government  when  it  could  be  avoided :  but  as 
the  tax  had  now  been  tried,  he  was  fatisfied  that  it  was  a 
troublefome,  vexatious  tax,  though  he  would  not  call  it  an 
oppreffive  one ;  and  if  we  confidered  how  inuch  yra$  loft  to 
the  revenue  by  the  protra&ion  and  delay  of  bufinefs,  whilft 
people  were  waiting  for  ftamped  receipts,  and  how  necefla- 
rily  this  delay  muft  afleifc  trade,  he  doubted  whether  it 
would  he  productive.  The  money  arifing  from  the  Receipts 
would  indeed  be  brought  to  account ;  but  what  was  loft  by 
the  impediments  thrown  by  this  tax  into  the  way  of  traffic, 
were  not  at' all  confidered.  Upon  thefe  grounds  he  ihouty 
give  his  vote  againft  it. 

With  regard  to  two.  taxes  which  bad  been  propofed  by  an 
honourable  gentleman,  inftead  of  this  on  receipts,  he  JhoulA 
only  obferve,  that  he  thought  a  ta*  on  maid  fervants  ftiould 
never  be  wifhed  hut  by  thole  who  thought  we  had  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  proftitutes  in  the  ftteets :  and  with  regard 
to  the  tax  propofed  on  peps,  he  muft  juft  remark,  that  it 
would  give  the  public  but  a  very  bad  idea  of  the  completion 
of  that  honourable  Houfe,  that  they  had  rejected  a  tax  oa 
play  houfes,  and  had  adopted  one  on  churches. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frafir  (aid,  he  begged  to  be  heard  a  word  The  hoq. 
or  two  as  an  uniutereited  representative,  and  therefore,  from  Mr*  *'&*• 
all  the  arguments  ufed,  an  independent  one.    In  the  country 
he  represented,  ftamped  receipts  were  in  current  ufe,  though  - 
the  people  were  not  opulent ;  but  he  confidered  the  nation  in 
a  fituation*  that  we  were  now  come  to  that  pafs,  that  in  or- 
der to  encourage,  on  the  one  hand,  our  manufa&ures,  by 
importing  raw  materials  cheap,  and  to  effectually  prevent 
fmuggling  on  the  other,  our  cuftoms  muft  be  lowered,  and 
our  taxes,  on  domeftic  expenditure,  raifed.    Therefore^  ^s 
a  fair  tax  on  expenditure,  and  aJegal  ipethod  of  making  \t 
prodn&ive,  the  prefent  motion  had  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Sir  George  Howard  faid,  he  had  received  inftru&ioqs  from  Sir  George 
his  conftitifents  to  oppofe  the  bill,  and  he  did  atfure  the  HowMd- 
Houfe,  not  from  any  partial  meeting,  or  a  fmall  number  of 
them,  but  from  at  leaft  four-fifths  of  thofe  he  reprefented. 

Yyu  Sir 
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Sir  George  declared  he  ftiotild  always  hold  the  inftrudions 
of  his  conftituents  in  great  deference  and  refped  ;  be  flxmld 
therefore  vote  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Gilbert  and  Sir  John  Jervis  both  fpoke,  and  we  be- 
lieve in  favour  of  the  motion  ;  but  the  Houfe  was  fo  impa- 
tient for  the  queftion,  that  we  could  not  hear  their  argu- 
ments diftin&ly. 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided  —  Ayes,  47;  Noes,  149. 

December  5. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  going  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  being  moVed, 

U.  North.  Lord  Afar/ib  obferved,  that  before  he  could  bring  in  his  bill 
'  relative  to  the  poftage  of  letters  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  fome  part  of  his  proportion  muft  pafs  through  the 
Committee  of  Supply ;  and  therefore  he  moved  that  it  be  an 
inftru&ion  to  the  laid  Committee  to  take  into  confederation 
the  propriety  of  laying  a  fmall  duty  on  the  poftage  of  votes 
,  of  the  Houfe,  newfpapers,  &c.  to  Ireland.  The  motion 
paffed ;  and  the  Houfe  having  gorie  into  the  Committee,  the 
proportion  was  acceded  to  without  oppofition,  and  the  Houfe 
was  immediately  refumed. 

The  order  or  the  day,  for  refuming  the  consideration  of 
,  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the 
India  Commiffioners'  bill,  was  moved  for,  and  the  queftion 
carried  without  oppofition*  When  the  clerk,  in  reading  the 
bill,  had  got  to  the  claufe  which  contained  the  names  of  the 
nine  Afliftant  Dirt&ors, 

Mr.  ft*  Mr.  Fox  interrupted  him  :  he  faid  he  under  flood  that  an 
honourable  member  intended  to  move  a  claufe,  by  which  the 
nine  Afliftant  Direftors  Should  be  rendered  ineligible  to  feats 
in  that  Houfe ;  for  his  part*  he  could  by  no  means  approve 
the  principle  on  which  fuch  a  claufe  could  be  founded :  how- 
ever, if  the  honourable  member  was  determined  not  to  give 
"his  idea  entirely,  he  would,  in  order  to  fliew  that  he  was  not 
looking  for  parliamentary  influence,  propofe  a  compromise, 
which  lie  hoped  would  fatisfy  the  honourable  member;  he 
would  confent  to  a  profpe£Hve  difaualification,  provided  it 
Ihould  not  extend  to  the  only  Director  under  the  new  bill, 
who  has  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  t  if  the  honourable  member 
Would  accede  to  this  propofal,  he  would  certainly  not  op- 
pofe  his  claufe ;  but  he  was  authorifed  by  Mr.  Wilkinfon  to 
fay,  that  he  would  not  accept  the  office  of  DireAor,  if  by 
io  doing  lie  was  to  be  deprived  of  his  feat :  it  would  therefore 

be 
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he  neceflary,  if  the  honourable  member  fhould  perfevere  in 
his  intention,  to  move  for  the  infertion  of  fome  other  name 
in  the  bill,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wilkinfon's. 

Mr.  Dempfttr  was  of  opinion  that  the  propofal  of  the  right  Mr.  De»p- 
honourable  Secretary  was  perfectly  fair  ;.  and  as  it  entirely  **'• 
met  his  mind,  he  wifhed  the  honourable  member  would  ac- 
cede to  it. 

Sir  William  Dotben  thought  that  at  leaft  two  of  the  Affif-  sir  William 
tant  Directors  ought  to  be  in  Parliament,  in  order  that  when  Doib«n. 
occafion  fliould  require  it,  they  might  give  fuch  information 
as  might  be  ufeful :  there  was  a  good  deal  of  difference  be* 
tween  a  Dire&or  ftanding  at  the  bar,  and  that  of  a  Director 
fitting  in  the  Houfe ;  the  former  would  take  up  much  more 
time,  and  be  much  lefs  fatisfaftory,  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  Hujpy  faid,  that  having  maturely  confidered  the  pro*  Mr.  Huffi: j. 
pcrfal  made  to  him  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  he  was 
forry  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  think  it  ought  to  be 
adopted  ;  but  fatisfied  as  he  was  of  the  propriety,  nay  of  the 
neceffity,  of  difqualifying  the  Directors  from  feats  in  that 
Houfe,  that  he  could  not  confent  to  recede  from  the  refolu- 
tion  he  had  formed  to  move  a  difqualifying  claufe.  It  had 
been  faid  on  a  former  day,  that  it  would  rob  Englifhmen  of 
the  moil  honourable  franchife  they  were  poffefled  of,  that  of 
ferving  this  country  in  Parliament :  to  this  he  would  fay, 
that  a  few  were  to  loft  that  franchife  for  the  benefit  of  the 
many,  that  the  conftitution,  under  which  all  franchifes  are 
enjoyed,  might  not  be  brought  into  danger.  He  then  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  up  his  claufe. 

General  Smith  feeing  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  wil-  Ccn.Smith. 
ling  to  give  to  a  claufe,  which  was  fo  well  fupported  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  no  hopes  that  his  oppofition 
to  it  would  be  fuccefsful :  but  ftill  he  would  oppofe  what  he 
conceived  to  be  an  attack  upon  the  franchifes  of  the  nation, 
which  bad  not  even  the  plea  of  neceffity  to  fupport  it.  The 
Affiftant  Directors  were  independent  of  the  Crown  and  its 
Ministers,  becaufe  they  could  not  be  removed  but  for  a  fault ; 
and  if  the  principal  Directors  were  to  difmifs  them  without  a 
fufficient  caufe,  the  Chief  Juftke  of  the  King's  Bench  would 
reftore  them ;  therefore,  being  independent,  they  were  not 
under  the  influence  of  Miniflers.  Where  then  was  the  ne- 
cefljty  of  difqualifying  them  from  feats  in  Parliament  ?  If  it 
was  to  guard  againft  influence,  he  would  fay  there  was  no  in- 
fluence ;  and  therefore  the  claufe  would  be  unneceflary.  He 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  he  thought  it  highly  indecent 

and 
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and  improper  to  propofe  to.yotea.waj9.  in  fa  thin  a,  Hoofs,  the 
bigheft  franchise  of  Englifhmen. 

Leave  was  given*  however,  to  bring  up  the  claufe  j  and  the 
clferk  having  read  it, 
Mr.wiU  Mr.  JViikinfon  faid,  tie  had  never  given  a  vote  in  that 
klofon.  Houfe  under  any  improper  influence,  and  he  Hoped  he  never 
fhould  :  emolument  of  office  was  not  near  fo  dear  to  him  as 
the  franchife  of  being  eligible  to  fit  in  thai  -Houfe ;  and  as 
he  was  rofolved  to  renounce  the  former  fooner  than  give  up 
the  latter,  he  begged  that  that  Houfe  woujd,  confent  that' bis 
name  fliould  be  ftruck  out  of  the  bill*  as  be  was  refolved  not 
to  vacate  his  feat,  and  furrender  a  franchife  that  he  held  fo 

dean 

The  claufe  was  read  a  fecond  time  according  to  cuilom, 
and  pafled  without  a  divifion.  According  to  the  orders  of 
the  Houfe!  Mr.  Wilkinfbn's  name  cannot  be  taken  out  till 
after  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Solid-       Mr.  Solicitor  Gineral  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  a  claufe, 

t<*r General.  j,y  which  the  Proprietors  of  the  £a  ft- India  Company  were 
to  be  reftrained  from  meeting  oftner  than  once  every  quar- 
ter of  a  vear,  to  coafider  of.  their  affairs. 

Ld.Mthoo.  Lord  Mahon  very  violently  oppofed  the  motion,  he  won- 
dered how  the  right  honourable  Solicitor  could  think  of  re- 
training men  from  meeting  to  talk  of  their  affairs,  after 
having  10  often  infilled  that  to  meet  and  cpnfider  of  their 
affairs  was  the  birth-right  of  Engliflimen.  He  could  wifli 
to  fee  how  the  claufe  was  worded,  that  he  might  find  io 
what  curious  terms  was  conceived  a  principle  (0  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  all  former  principles, 

Mr.Foi.  Mr.  Fox  humouroufly  obferved,  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
really  wiihed  to  hear  how  the  claufe  was  worded,  he  took 
the  mod  prepofterous  method  in  the  world  by  oppofing  the 
motion  for  bringing  up  the.  claufe.  The  fa£t  was  this, 
though  the  clauie  ihould  pafs,  the  Proprietors  might  aflemble 
as  often  as  they  fliould  think  proper,  and  deliberate  about 
their  affairs,  but  they  could  fit  as  a  general  court  of  Pro- 
prietors only  four  times  a  year..  As  a  court,  they  would  itill 
have  power  at  thofe  quarterly  meetings  to  come  to  refolu- 
.tions,  and  if  they  had  cauie  to  complain  of  the  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs,  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  carry  their 
.  complaints  to  the  throne,  and  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment: but  as  their  power,  as  .paramount  to  that  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  .would  be  taken  away  by  the  bill,  and 
a*jhe  government  of  the  territorial  poflefiions  was  taken 
out  of  their  hands,   he  thought  a  quarterly  meeting,  for 

commercial 
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commercial  purpofes,  was  as  much  as  would  be  neceflary, 
or  confident  with  the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  new  Com- 
miffioners. As  the  law  now  Hands,  rilne  Proprietors  might 
call  for  a  general  court ,  and  if  the  Dire&ors  refufed  to 
ftimmon  one,  thefe  nine  might  do  it  themfelves.  This 
power  would  of  courfe,  as  it  ouglit,  under  the  new  Govern- 
ment, be  taken  away. 

The  claUfe  was  brought  up  and-  read,  upon  which 

Lord  Afahon  rofe  a  fecond  time:  he  jaid  he  was  fully  con-  Li.  M*'  on. 
vtnced  that  a  claufe  to  reiirain  the  meetings  of  the  Company 
was  totally  unneceflary,  as  by  virtue  of  the  very  firft  claufe 
in  the  bill,  all  the  buildings  and  houfes  belonging  to  the 
Company  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  were  to  befeized  by  the  New 
Commiffioners.  Where  then  could  they  meet  ?  Was  there 
the  fmalleft  neceffity  for  any  other  reftraining  claufe  ? 

Lord  North  laid,  that  a  perfon  might  well  imagine,  from  !**•  North. 
the  obfervation&-of  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  wifhed  the  Pro- 
prietors might  never  be  permitted  to  meet,  or  furely  he 
would  not  fpeak  againft  the  claufe,  or  call  it  unneceflary. 
The  noble  Lord  looked  upon  it  as  a  reftraining  claufe;  but 
in  this  he  was  miftaken ;  by  virtue  of  that  claufe  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  alluded,  all  the  powers  of  the  Pro* 
prietors  were  fufpended ,  and  confequently,  without  this 
claufe,  they  could  not  meet  at  all.  It  was  therefore  a  claufe 
for  giving,  not  for  taking  away  a  right  for  the  Proprietors  to 
meet  in  general  court. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to,  as  were  a  number  of  others 
propofed  by  the  Solicitor  General  prefcribing  the  oaths  that 
fhould  be  taken  by  the  Commiffioners. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  that  the  report,  with  the  amend-  Mr.  Fox. 
ments,  be  printed,  and  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next.     This  was  ordered  without  any  debate. 

Lora  Mabon  then  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  Haydon,  in  w.Mahon. 
the  room  of  Mr.  Atkinfon ;  he  faid,  it  was  furprihng  that 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  not  moved  for  this  writ ; 
it  was  mpre  peculiarly  his  duty,  and  he  ought  not  to  have 
left  the  moving  it  to  another. 

Mr.  fhx  replied,-  that  he  did  not  know  it  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Fox. 
any  particular  member  to  move  for  writs;  but  if  it  had  been 
his  duty,  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  a  very  great  breach  ot 
it,  as  it  was  only  ldft  night  the  etfpulfion.  had  taken  placft. 
The  writ  was  ordered-,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  at  fix 
o'clock.  . 

Dtccmber 
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December  8. 

Hie  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  for  verting  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Cora- 
•  pany  in  the  hands  of  certain  Commiflioners,  for  the  benefit 
.  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  public. 
Ld.  Mfthon.  Lord  Mahon  rofe  and  faid  he  had  a  petition  to  prefect 
againft  that  infamous  bill.  His  Lordflitp  infilled  on  hating 
a  right  to  exprefs  his  contempt  of  a  meafure,  which  he  re- 
garded with  the  deepeft  averfion,  by  what  epithets  he  pleafed. 
If  the  bill  had  palled,  he  fliould,  out  of  refpe&  to  Parlia- 
ment, avoid  fo  harfti  an  epithet  as  infamous,  but  he^trufted 
it  never  would  be  ena&ei  into  a  law,  or  aflame  any  form 
which  merited  from  him  the  leaft  veneration  or  refpeo.  For 
the  laft  time  he  fliould  have  it  in  his  power,  it  was  his  doty 
and  his  pride  to  reprobate  the  whole  proceedings  in  this  mat- 
ter in  the  fevereft  terms.  It 'marked  the  conduct  of  the 
Minifter  in  very  linking  colours.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  whole  child  this  monftrous,  and  he  hoped  abor- 
tive, produftion  was,  had  in  a  former  debate  fpoke  of  him- 
felf,  as  a  General,  under  whom  the  lefs  danger  was  to  be 
dreaded*  that  were  the  right  honourable  Secretaryinclined  to 
encroach  on  thofe  facred  rights  of  the  Conftitution,  in  the 
defence  of  which  he  had  fpent  a  great  many  years;  the  va- 
rious officers,  who  ftill  a&ed  with  him,  would  certainly  de- 
fert  their  ports ;  but  he  forgot  that  the  left  wing  was  com* 
manded  by  the  noble  Lord.  From  this  ominous  jun&on, 
doubts  of  the  conferences  had  certainly  prevailed,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  this  obnoxious  bill  was  one  of  the  firft  fruits  of 
fuch  a  corrupt  tree.  As  the  bill  for  disfranchifing  the  India 
Company  was  an  attack  upon  chartered  rights  in  general,  it 
was  not  furprifing  that  corporations  fliould  take  the  alarm : 
the  petition  which  he  held  in  his  hand  was  a  proof  that  the 
alarm  had  really  gone  forth.  His  Lordfhip  then  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  up  a  petition  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  otc. 
of  Chipping-Wycomb,  [at  the  name  there  was  a  loud  laugh  ] 
The  motion  palled  without  any  oppofition ;  and  the  petition 
was  brought  up  and  read ;  after  which,  Mr.  Fox  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  which  was  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
India  bill.  The  order  having  been  read,  Mr.  Fox  moved 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time.  This  produced  a  debate, 
which  could  not  be  very  interefting  in  point  of  ai^urient, 
for  the  fubjedl  having  been  exhaufted  in  four  or  hve  de- 
bates, which  preceded  this,  there  was  little  or  no  novelty  to 
recommend  the  fpeephes. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  ftqmi!tvt9  who  had  taken  his  feat  only  a  few  days  Mr.Hin>U- 
ago,  was  the  firft  who  rofe  to  oppofe  the  motion.    He  faid, tcA- 
that  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  deliver  his  fentimems  on 
the  bill  then  under  .consideration,  at  any  of  its  former  fta- 
ges  through  the  Houfe,  he  rejoiced,  that  even  at  this  laft 
itage  he  had  an  opportunity  of  expreffing  his  abhorrehce  of 
a  meafure,  which  he  verily  believed  would  compleatly  over* 
turn  the  Conflitution.     He  hoped  that -this  ftrft  opportunity 
he  had  of  fpeaking  his  fentimems  freely,   and  unawed  by 
any  influence,  would  not  alfo  be  the  laft ;  but  he  greatly 
apprehended  that  if  a  bill  fo  flagrantly  advegfe  ,to  every 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  fhoukl  pafs  into  a  law,  that 
Houfe  might  indeed  be  fuifered  to  meet  in  future,  but  it 
would  be  only  to  become  the  fpeaking  trumpet  of  a  fa&ion, 
and  the.  tool  of  mini  fieri  al  influence.    The  liberties  of  the 
nation  he  conceived  to  be  in  the  utmoft  danger :  if  the  bill 
Jhould  pafs,  he  was  convinced  that  it  yvould  fw allow  them 
up;  the  influence  of  the  Crown  would  receive  fuch  an  in- 
creafe,  that  it  would  be  enabled  to  break  down  every  thing 
before  it.    The  Houfe  would  fcarcely  hefitate  to  believe  this 
afiertion,  When  they  fhoultf  have  recoUe£ted  the  immenfity 
of  patronage  in  India,  where  the  revenue  amounted  to  fome 
millions  a.  year.    The  only  juftification  that  had  ever  been 
attempted  of  a  bill  which  violated  the  chartered  rights  of 
Englifhmen  was,  that  neceflity  called  for  it ;  but  how  was 
that  neceflity  demonstrated  ?  By  a  falfe  ftate  of  the  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company's  accounts,  which  held  them  out  to  tlie  world 
as  ruined  in  their  affairs ;  falfehood  only  could  fupport  fuch 
a  meafure ;  the  falfehood  did  not,  however,  long  impofe  upon 
the  Houfe;  for  in  a  very  fhort  time  after  the  right  honoura- 
ble Secretary  had  declared  the  Company  bankrupt  for  five 
millions,  be  was  driven,  by  the  force  of  truth,  to  difavow, 
in  the  face  of  the  Houfe,  what  he  had  with  fo  much  confi- 
dence, and  with  fo  little  foundation,  aflerted  on  a  former 
day. 

Here  Mr.  Hamilton  was  interrupted  by  the  Speaker,  who 
announced  to  the  Houfe  that  there  was  a  member  at  the 
bar  waiting  to  be  introduced  and  fworn.  The  fwearing  in  of 
a  member,  according  to  the  rules  of  Parliament,  takes  place 
of  all  debates,  and  fufpends  them  while  he  is  taking  the  oaths. 
Mr,  Flood  was  the  member  who  was  then  at  the  bar :  he  was 
immediately  introduced,  and  having  been  fworn  at  the  table, 
he  took  nis  feat. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  proceeded ;  he  faid  the  bill  had  been 

brought  in  under  the  moft  iniidious  pretences,  and  had  been 

Vol.  Xll.  Zz  hurried 
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were  as  inapplicable  to  it,  as  it  was  poflible  to  conceive: 
thefe  two  words  were  disfranchisement  and  confifcation. 
A  few  obfervations  would  ferve  to  prove,  that  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance  they  were  mifapplied.  What  was  the  fran- 
chife  which  the  Company  enjoyed  under  their  charier? 
That  of  monopolifing  the  trade  to  India.  Was  the  bill 
going  to  take  fiotn  them  this  franchife  ?  Was  the  trade  to 
be  thrown  open,  and  the  monopoly  abolilhed  ?  By  no 
means.  Their  franchife  would  exift  as  firmly  after  the 
patting  of  the  bill  as  at  prefent,  and  consequently  there 
was  not  the  lead  ground  whatever  for  faying,  that  by  tbe 
bill  the  Company  would  be  disfranchised :  fo  much  for 
disfranchifement.  As  tb  confiscation,  if  he  underftood 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  it  was  applicable  only  to  a  cafe 
where  a  perfon's  property  was  taken  from  him,  and  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  another.  Could  the  word  confifcation,  ac- 
cording to  this  explanation,  be  in  any  manner  applied  to 
the  bill  ?  If  it  could,  he  confefTcd  he  was  not  able  to  fee 
how  1  for  tta  Commiflioners,  who  were  to  be  inverted 
with  the  government  of  India,  were  to  manage  the  affairs 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Company.  Their  dividend  was  not 
to  be  taken  from  them,  or  diminifhed  j  and  the  Commif- 
fioners  themfelves  would  (till  be  controlable  by  the  Propri- 
etors, through  the  medium  of  Parliament.  The  diftreiTcd 
ftate  of  the  Company,  on  which  the  plea  of  neceffity  was 
founded,  could  be  beft  proved  by  the  repeated  applications 
to  Parliament  for  relief.  What  had  brought  on  that  dif- 
trefs,  which  made  relief  necelTary,  was  not  a  myftery  to 
that  Houfe  :  mifmanagement  had  been  nearly  the  ruin  of 
the  Company;  and  hence  k  appeared  how  absolutely  ne- 
ceffary  it  was  that  fomd  fyftem  ihould  be  adopted,  which 
Ihould  introduce  wholefome. regulations,  that  might  at  once 
preferve  India,  and  retrieve  the  Company's  affairs.  He 
would  not  fay  they  were  a&ually  in  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy ; 
but  this  he  would  not  hefitate  to  advance,  that  if  a  private 
merchant  had  done  any  of  the  many  a&s,  which  the  Com- 
pany, from  neceffity,  had  done,  fuch  perfon  unqueftiona- 
bly  might  legally  be  made  a  bankrupt, 
MnWilkes.  Mr.  fVilkes  faid  —  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rife  with  the  deepeft 
anxiety  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  farther  progrefs  of  this 
billy  becaufe,  in  my  opinion,  it  deftroys  the  ancient,  efta- 
blifhed  forms  of  all  parliamentary  proceedings  in  this 
'  Houfe,  violates  the  national  faith,  iubverts  every  principle 

of  jufticc  and  equity,  and  gives  a  mortal  ftab  to  this  free 

coniti- 
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conftiturion.     Sir»  the  forms  of  proceeding  in  this  Houfe 
were  wifely  eftablifhed  by  our  anceftors,  after  the  mod  ma* 
ture  deliberation,  as  a  guard  againil  furprife  by  any  Mini* 
fters,  and  to  give  our  conftituents  timely  information  of 
what  was  doing  in  Parliament,  that  the  cblle&ed  wifdom 
of  the  nation  might  be  appealed  to,  and  known,  on  every 
occasion  of  moment.    This  accounts  for  the  flownefs  of  our 
proceedings,  compared  with  the  mode  of^pafling  ^bills  in 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,    Their  Lordfhips  have  no 
conftituents,  whom  it  is  a  duty  to  confult.     In  the  progrds 
of  this  bill,  the  invariable  rules  and  orders  of  the  Houfe 
have  been  fet  a  fide  without  the  leaft  (hadgw  of  neceffity, 
aimoft  without  the  fiighteft  pretence ;  and  the  bill  continues 
to  be  hurried  on  with  indecent  hafte.    When  the  right  ho* 
nourable  Secretary  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  Eajl-India  Company,  he  ftated  the 
defperate  condition  of  the  Company's  finances  as  the  fole 
ground  on  which  he  ftood.     He  reprefented  it  as  a  cafe  of 
abfolute  and  immediate  necefiity  for  the  interpofition  of  the 
Legiflature.    He  exprefsly  difclaimed  every  other  motive, 
although  he  invidiouily  went  at  large  into  every  fuppofed 
delinquency  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  ajmoft  every  other  fer- 
vant  of  the  Company,  for  many  years.     He  did  not,  indeed, 
in  terras  afTertr  that  the  Company  were  in  a  ftate  oi  bankruptcy^ 
but  he  declared  that  they  owed  five  millions  more  than  thej 
were  able  to  pay,   and  went  into  a  variety  of  accounts, 
without  any  attempt  at  the  fmalleft  proof  of  what  he  ad- 
vanced, or  calling  for  a  fingle  paper,  in  fo  great  a  variety 
of  matter.    He  pledged  himfelf  for  the  moil:  fcrupulous 
accuracy,  yet,  in  the  very  moment,  forgot  to  give  the 
Company  credit  for  an  immenfe  floating  property,  for  all 
their  ilores,  goods,  and  raerchanctifes,  in  the  warehouses 
at  Calcutta,  Bencoolen,  Bombay, 'Fort  St.  George,   and 
other  fa&ories  in  the  Eaft.    An  omiflion  of  this  importance 
could  not  prQceed  from  ignorance,  where  infinite  pains 
were  taken  to  examine  into  the  moil  minute  particulars  \ 
nor  from  careleflnefs,  where  no  trace  of  a  heedlefs  inat- 
tention, or  forgetfulnefs^  was  ever  obferved.    It  argued  a 
total  want  of  good  faiths  a  deliberate  refolution  of  taking 
the  Houfe  by  furprife,  and  it  Succeeded  with  a.  weary,  puz- 
zled, and  embarrafied  audience.    Leave  was  given  to  bxiag 
in  the  bill. 

Sir,  1  do  not  only  complain  of  an  omiffien  of  this  mag* 
nitude  on  the  credit  fide  of  this  pretended  account  of  the 

Eaft. 
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Ea ft*  India  Company's  affairs,  but  likewife  of  the  fuppreffion 
of  fome  interefting  fa£ls,  which  ought  to  have  been  brought 
forward,  and   placed  in  a  full  light.     It  appears  by  the 
printed  accounts  of  the  "  General  State  of  the  Affairs  of 
trie  Eaft-India  Company,"  publifhed  by  order  of  the*  Ge- 
neral Court,  that  the  arrivals  have  been  put  fo  mucb  out  of  their 
wdinary  courje,  that  only  thirteen  Jbips  arrived  in  tbefeafon  1782, 
and  eleven  in  tbefeafon  1 783,  white  forty-five  are  left  to  arrive 
in  1 784,  be/Ues  ten  more,  which  are  now  abroad,  and  will  be 
tept  in  India f  fo  as  to  arrive  in  1785,  at  the  fame  time  with  mofi 
wf  thofe  now  under  difpatch  from  hence.     Was  it>  Sir,  conGf- 
tent  with  candour  or  juftice,  to  fupprefs  fads  of  this  mo- 
ment, in  a  long  and  laboured  inveftigation  of  every  cir- 
cumftance  refpe&ing  the  firft  commercial  Company  in  the 
world  ?  The  reafon,  however,  is  glaring.     The  property, 
which  thefe  fhips  will  bring  home,  cannot  fail  of  placing 
the  finances  of  the  Company  on   as  folid  a  foundation  as 
the  mod  interefted  Proprietor  could  wifli,  or  the  moft  ava- 
ricious and  grafping Minifter  defire;  but,  alas!  it  is  a  dif- 
tant  day,  and  the  moment  is  prefling,  big  with  the  fate  of 
Minifters.     Needy  dependents  grow  importunate  and  cla- 
morous, as  being  ufed  not  to  give  but  to  take  credit.    Pre- 
fent  plunder  is  preferred  to  future  golden  dreams  of  all  the 
treafures  of  the  Eaft,    and  with  confummate  prudence, 
armid  all  the  chances  and  changes  of  this  political,  mini- 
fterial  life.     It  was  artful  to  keep  back  .all  the  refourcesof 
the  Company f  and  enlarge  only  on  their  prefent  difficulties, 
which  were  brought  on  by  the  late  war,  and  the  re  drain  ts 
laid  by  Parliament  on  their  power  of  extricating  themfelves 
by  extending  their  credit  in  the  circulation  of  bonds  to  a 
moderate  amount.     The  unfairnefs  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ing muft  ftrike  every  man.     A  noble  Lord  (Lord  Mahon) 
Dear  me,  with  an  honeit  zeal,  has  galled  the  bill  an  infamous 
bill.     No  epithet  can,  in  my  opinion,  reach  the  enormity 
of  its  guilt,  and  therefore  1  (hall  content  myfelf  with  call- 
ing it  a  /windling  bill9  drawn  and  prefenad  by  the  right  ho* 
qourable  Secretary  to  obtain  money  on  fa/Je  pretences. 
'         A  lawyer  (Mr.  Nichols)  on  the  floor,  who  fpoke  laft,  has 
told  us,  that  the  Company  are  actually  bankrupts^  becaufe 
they*  have  not  paid  their  debts,  nor  can  they  at  prefent.   Is 
Aen  every  man,  who  does  not,  or  cannot,  pay  every  legal 
•demand,  a  bankrupt  ?  Has  the  worthy  member  no  more  de- 
licacy for  the  charaders  of  fo  many  illuftrious  perfons  all 
around  hini  ?  J  refpeft  the  honour  of  the  majority  here  too 

highly 
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highly  to  fuffer  them  to  be  called  bankrupts.  Such  an  afler- 
tion  mail  not  go  forth  to  the  world  uncontradicted.  Is,  the 
learned  gentleman  yet  to  be  taught  the  difference  between 
bankruptcy  and  infolvencyf  The  right  honourable  Secretary 
was  more  cautious :  he  did  not  pronounce  the  Company 
bankrupt.  He  only  endeavoured  to  make  them  out  infotocm 
at  prefent,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions,  with  little 
chance  of  a  future  day  of  payment,  without  his  generous 
aififtance. 

The  fame  lawyer  aflures  us,  that  the  prefent  bill  is  neither 
a  bill  of  confiscation  nor  disfrancbifement.     He  will  excufe  me 
for  dating  to  the  Houfe  my  reafons  for  believing  it  both. 
What  is  the  idea  of  corf/cation  ?    Is  it  not  the  feifing  by 
violence  the  property  of  one  individual,  and  transferring  it 
to  another  ?  It  is  impoflible  for  this  to  take  effeft  in  a  fuller 
and  clearer  manner  than  is  dire&ed  by  the  Eaji-India  bilL 
I  defy  any  lawyer  to  (hew  me  an  aft  of  confiscation  more  for* 
cibly  drawn.     The  words  of  the  fourth  claufe  of  this  bill 
are,  Tbe  Direftirs  cf  the  /aid  United  Company,  and  all  othtr 
officers  and  mimficrs,  and  Jervants  thereof  \  are  hereby  enjointa\ 
immediately  upon  tbe  requifition  of  tbe  /aid  Commiffioners,  figni- 
Jicd  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  deliver  up  to  them,  (the  new 
CommifHoners)  or  to  fuch  per/on  or  perfons  as  they Jhall  for  that 
purpoji  appoint j  all  fuch  lands,  tenements,    houfes,  warebcu/es9 
buildings,  books ,  records,  documents,  charters,  aBs,  injlruments4 
papers,  foips,  vefifih,  goods,  wares,   and  mercbandijes,    money9 
fecur hies  for  money,  and  all  other  effiRs  whatfoever.     Imagina- 
tion is  at  a  lofs  even  to  guefs  at  the  mod  infignificant  trifle, 
which  has  here  efcaped  the  harpy  claws  of  a  ravenous 
Coalition.     One  idea  indeed  generally  precedes  the  word 
confiscation,  and  that  is  guilt.     In  the  prefent  inftance  no 
crinie  whatever  has  been  alledged.     The  argument  of  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  for  the  bill,  was  the  a&ual  po- 
verty of  the  Company  \  the  real  motive  we  all  know  is  the 
certainty  of  the  prefent  fpoils,  with  future  accruing  wealth, 
and  immenfe  patronage,  to  enrich  an  Indian  hepta*  chy  of 
his  creation,  and,  through  his  tame  viceroys,  the  Trinat/o 
viceroy  of  Afia. 

In  the  bill,  Sir,  as  drawn  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by 
the  right  honourable  Secretary,  there  is  no  claufe  inferted 
of  any  truji  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors.  In 
the  Committee  indeed  the  words  have  been  added,  in  truft 
for,  and  for  the  benefit  of,  tbe  Proprietors ;  but  in  cafe  of  the 
grofleft  abufe  of  truft,  to  whom  is  the  appeal  i  To  the 
a  Proprietors  ? 
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Proprietors  ?  No,  Sir,  they  are  to  have  no  farther  concern 
with  their  own  property.  Is  it  not  then  confifcaudf  The 
appeal  is  to  a  majority  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  which 
the  moll  driveling  Minifter  could  not  fail  to  fecure  with  a 
patronage  of  above  two  millions  fterling  given  by  this  bill. 
Sir,  the  bill  is  faid  not  to  be  a  bill  of  disfranebijiment,  bc- 
caufe  it  does  not  take  from  the  Proprietors  their  right  to 
an  exclufive  trade,  or  monopoly.  Was  this  monopoly  the 
only  francbifi  of  the  Proprietors  r*  There  is  pioperty  in  this 
kingdom  to  which  zfrencbifc  is  annexed.  The  francbifi  may 
be  taken  away,  yet  the  property  remain.  To  a  freehold, 
for  inftance,  is  annexed  a  right  of  voting  for  members  of 
Parliament*  We  have  feen  t\\zt  francbife  taken  away,  and 
jet  the  freehold  remained  untouched  \  but  furely  the  free- 
Solder  loudly  and  juftly  complained  of  the  c&sfrancbifemenu 
The  cafe  is  parallel  as  to  Eafl- India ffoch  Perfons  pofleffed 
of  Jlock  to  a  certain  amount,  ate  entitled  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  their  fervants,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to 
manage  their  property,  in  which  they  are  always  clear- 
lighted,  to  dircA  and  niperintend  all  their  concerns,  with 

<  a  general  power  of  control*  This  furely  is  a  mod  valuable 
francbift ;  it  was  underftood  to  be  purchafcd  with  ihcJloeL 
The  purchafe  money  was  more  confiderable  from  this  in- 
trinlic  value,  which" it  was  fuppofed  topoffefs.  Thitfra*- 
ciafi  is  to  be  taken  away  by  the  bill,  and  yet  one  gentleman 
amorig  us  <;an  aflert,  that  the  Eafl-lnd*a  Proprietors  will  not 
be  di&franckifcd*  God  forbid  the  people  of  England  fhould 
have  many  fuch  defenders  of  their  francbifes  and  liberties 
in  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ! 

If  the  Houfe,  Sir,  will  attend  to  what  has  paffed  Cnce 
the  introduction  of  this  bill  among  us,  they  will  fee,  that  if 
we  mean  to  preferve  our  ancient  parliamentary*  forms  of 
proceeding,  we  cannot  fuffer  the  farther  progrefs  of  fuch  a 
kilt.  When  leave  was  moved  for  its  introduction,  the  right 
honourable  Secretary,  as  the  fole  motive  of  his  condud, 
gave  an  alarming  account  of  the  defperate  ftate  of  the 
finances  of  the  Company.  He  painted  in  the  darkeft  co- 
lours the  ftate  of  their  debts  and  incumbrances,  which  he 

.  made  amount  to  feveral  millions.  A  worthy  member  of 
this  Houfe,  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith)  a'Dire&or  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  flatly  contradicted  the  affertions  of  the 
Secretary,  and  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  the  unfaimefs  of 
all  his  calculations.  The  Company  have  fince  given  to  the 
public,  a  very  different  ftate  of  their  affairs.  It  comes  au- 
thenticated 
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thenticated  by  every  proper  authority,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Efq. 
Chairman  of, the  Eajl- India  Company,  John  Annis,  Auditor  of 
Indian  Accompts,  and  Samuel  NicbolJ,  Accountant.  Thefe  ao 
compts  we  may  examine  at  our  Jeifure,  and  fcrutinife  with  • 
the  mod  minute  exa£tnefs.  We  have  a  clear  "  (latement 
of  the  debts,  credits,  and  effeds  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Com* 
pany,*  carried  up  to  December  1,  1783.  But  where  is  the 
accompt  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  to  be  found  ? 
That  does  not  admit  of  fuch  a  fcrutiny  :  that  is  authenti- 
cated by  no  fignatufe,  nor  proved  by  any  paper  on  our  ta- 
ble. No  two  perfons  in  this  Houle  agree  to-day  in  the 
particulars  of  the  long,  laboured  harangue  of  yefterday. 
There  is  a  precifion  in  what  is  thrown  on  paper,  but  then 
it  is  liable  to  deteftion,  and  even  feems  to  invite  an  acute 
examination.  Here  then,  Sir,  the  honour  and  juftice  of 
this  Houfe  are  deeply  concerned.  One  member  brings 
forwards  a  bold  affertlon  of  various  fads,  on  the  truth  of 
which  he  aflcs  leave  to  bring  in  a  very  harfli  and  fevere  bill, 
to  ufe  no  more  violent  expreflion.  Another  member,  more  • 
immediately  concerned,  having  the  proofs  daily  under  his 
eye,  denies  the  truth  of  every  proposition  advanced  by  the 
member  who  moved  for  the  bill,  and  dares  him  to  the  proof 
at  your  bar.  Here  can  be  no  deception.  The  challenge  is 
perfedly  fair.  No  demonft ration  can  be  fuperior  to  that 
drawn  from  figures.  The  challenge  however  is  declined. 
No  proof  whatever  is  offered  in  fupport  of  the  bill.  The 
cafe  then  is  at  iffue,  and  every  principle  of  juftice  forbids 
us  to  proceed'  till  the  fa£ts  are  ascertained,  till  we  know 
whether  a  real  neceffity  exifts,  or  whether  it  is  made  the  ' 
pretence  to  colour  a  deep-laid  plan  of  ambition,  wealth, 
and  power.  The  forms  of  Parliament  are  firft  to  be  facri- 
ficed,  and  then  its  independency. 

This  bill,  Sir,  appears  to  me  to  violate  the  national  faith 
in  a  high  degree,  for  it  annihilates  the  Charter  of  the  Eafl- 
India  Company,  purchafed  of  the  public,  and  fecured  by  the 
fan&ion  of  Parliament.  The  violation  of  the  American 
Charters*  which  has  been  followed  by  the  lofs  of  our  empire 
in  the  Weft,  would  have  deterred  any  Minifters  lefs  rafli, 
lefs  impetuous,  from  this  dangerous  experiment  of  tam- 
pering with  Charters,  Not  a  corporation  in  the  kingdom, 
not  a  Charter,  not  the  Great  Charter  of  our  liberties,  not  a 
deed,  not  a  contraft,  not  a  document,  not  a.  fecurity,  no 
fpecies  of  property,  can  be  fafe  againft  unprincipled  men, 
a&ing  thus  in  the  plentitude  and  wantonnefs  of  power. 
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This  Qtfrter  did  not  owe  its  birth  to  the  foolifh  prcpoifef- 
fions,  or  mad  prodigality  x  of  any  of  the  Plantageneu,  Tu- 
dors,  or  Stuarts,  in  favour  of  their  fervile  courtiers,  or 
inferefted  dependents.    It  was  a  fair  purcbafe  made  of  the 
public,  ag  equal  compact  for  reciprocal  advantages  between 
the  nation  at  large  and  the  body  of  the  Proprietors.    The 
purcbaje  money  has  been  a&uatty  received  by  the  public, 
and  confequemly  the  Proprietors  have  a  jitft  claim  to  what 
was  ftipulated  in  their  favour.    I  agsee,  Sir,  that  there  is 
no  Charter  which  may  not  be  forfeited  from  delinquency, 
but  the  Cbarurs  of  the  City  of  London,  for  tbey  are  excepted 
by  an  exprefs  a£t  of  our  glorious  Deliverer,  from,  the  &e- 
celftty  of  preferving  the  peace  of  the  capital »  but  no  de- 
linquency of  any  kind  i&  now  made  a  charge  agaiaft  the 
Eaji-India  Directors,  Proprietors,  or  any  of  their  fervants. 
The  diftrefs  of  their  circuniftances  alone  waa  alkdged  as 
Warranting  fucb  a  bHi*     i  am  very  ready  to  admit  that  the 
fervants  of  the  Company  have  been  guilty  of  tie  moft  enor- 
mous crimes  in  the  Eaft.     Is  that  a  reafon  for  puniflnng  the 
Directors  and   Proprietors  in  Leadenbali-ftrcet  ?  Has  the 
leall  degree  of  guilt  been  imputed  to  them  ?  I  with  rather 
to  add  to  their  powers  over  their  own  fervants,  and  then  I 
am  Satisfied  that  guilt  of  the  deepeft  dye  would  fpeedily  be 
followed  with  the  rroft  exemplary  puaiflimenju     I  fee  no 
objection  to  giving  the  Uire&ors  molt  of  the  powers  of  ihia 
bill.    It  would  be  hfghly  politic.     Let  me  ftate  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Houfe  a  recent  tranfaclion,  in  which  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Company  and  the  national  honour  were  deeply 
wounded.     When,  after  eve'ry  pofiible  delay,  the  authors 
of  the  late  revolution  at  Madras,  and  the  fubfequent  mur- 
der of  Lord  Pigot,  were  brought  into  an  Englifti  court  of 
juftice,  and  a  jury  pronounced  them  guilty,  what  was  the 
fentence  ?  A  trifling  mul&,  and  not  an  hour's  imprison- 
ment.    The  fine,  which  they  paid  in  court,  was  Scarcely  a 
fiftieth  part  of  the  fpoils  of  a  wicked  ufurpation  of  the  fu- 
preaie  government,  both  civil  and  military,  followed  by  the 
death  of  the  Governor,     The  public  were  infulted,  even 
in  the  hour  of  trial,  by  a  vain  oftentation  of  what-thc  cri- 
minals were  prepared  to  have  difgorged^  before  the  fears  of 
their  troubled  consciences  were  quieted  by  a  Solemn  moc» 
kery  of  juftice.     Such  a  conduct  marked  the  partial  and 
feeble  hand  of  the  law  at  home ; .  for  furcly*  Sir,  fuch 
crimes    called   for  Severity  to   deter  .future    delinquent* 
They  may  from  this  lenity  learn  with  perfc£fc  &fety>  and 
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immenfe  profit,  to  perpetrate  the  trifling  crimes  of  biuti- 
ny,  rebellion,  and  murder. 

I  have  no  objection,  I  confefs,  to  reftraining  the  Eq/h-, 
India  Cjmpuny  to  the  primary  object  of  their  Cbdrter9  to 
their  original  views  of  commerce.  I  little  relifh  the  idea  of 
a  few  merchants  governing,  as  fovereigns,  the  three  power* 
fill  ftsifes  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  arid  Orifla.  It  is  incontinent 
with  political  order,  and  the  ftibordination  of  Britiih  fui>- 
jefta.  The  Jefuits  were  juftly  expelled  from  almoft  every 
j;overrirnent  in  the  old  aiid  new  world,  not  from  a  fyftem 
of  filly  tenets,  which  not  one  rn  a  hundred  of  them  be- 
lieved, but  from  their  eftfeblifhing  the  imperium  in  imptrio, 
which  no  (late  ever  fuffcred  with  impunity.  I  venerate  thte 
wife  maxim,  of  a  commercial  policy,  that,  while  it  is  adding 
to  the  national  wealth,  forms  an  invincible  bulwark  by  the 
ftrength  of  a  powerful  navy ;  but  I  dcteft  a  fcandalous,  be-  • 
terogeneous  traffic  of  war  and  trade,  plunder  and  com- 
merce, peculation  and  murder,  extortion,  rapine,  and  cor- 
ruption. The  national  character  has  been  loft  in  Indoftan. 
Provinces  and  kingdoms  have  beert  bought  and  fold  by  thfc 
Afiatic  Generals  and  Governors  of  the  Company,  againft  the 
ftrongeft  orders  of  the  Directors  and  Proprietors,  and  the 
lives  of  fome  of  the  rnoft  harmlefs  princes  who  ever  reign- 
ed,, fet  to  fale.  The  mifchicf  foon  gains  Europe,  and  we 
experience  at  home  aW  the  calamities  which  Rome  fuffercd 
in  the  declertfion  of  her  empire,  and  from  the  fame,  quaiv 
ter,  from  the  Eaft.  We  are  ruined  by  the  luxury  and  ve- 
nality of  our  own  defpicable  offspring,  and  all  the  vices  of 
the  Eaft,  which  they  propagate  here  too  fuc'cefsfully,  when 
they  return  to  purchafe  protection  and  indemnity  for  their 
ciimes.  I  therefore,  Sir,  highly  approve  sf  bill  for  the  gc*- 
vemment  of  the  territorial  poffeffions  and  revenues  of  In- 
dia, which  ought  to  depend  on  the  ftate ;  but  the  regula- 
tion of  all  commercial  concerns  I  ihall  ever  think  ought  to 
reft  with  the  Proprietors  and  Directors.  This  is  their  pro- 
vince :  to  rhis  they  are  as  competent  as  they  are  inadequate 
to  dominion  and  the  care  of  empires. 

Sir,  I  look  upon  this  hill  as  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  Coal!- 
jfjg*.  After  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  noble  Lord's  at- 
tack on  the  American  Charters,  I  cannot  think  he  would  have 
ventured  on  this  direct  violation  of  the  franchises  and  pro- 
perty of  a  great  Company?  if  he  had  not  been  in  rmpious 
league  withfo  daring  a  colleague.  Not  a  man,  who  hears 
me,  can  believe  that  fuch  a  bill  bad  ever  appeared,  if  the 
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wordy  war  had  gone  on  between  the  two  Secretaries.  The 
noble  Lord  indeed  had  made  fome  former  faint  attempts,  and 
for  a  good  while  caft  a  longing  eye  on  the  fair  prey,  but  he 
dreaded  his  opponent.  When  he  had  fecured  a  fit  accom- 
.  plice,  the  plan  and  ihare  of  the  plunder  was  adjufted,  and 
the  robbing  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  refolved.  The  Duum- 
vira9  aur$3  argento,  arcy  not  fi*ndo>  oV  feriunio,  but  topi* 
undof  proceeded  by  the  bill  to  the  feizure  and  confifcation  of 
all  monies,  fee  ur  hies  for  money y  goods,  wares,  merchandifis,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  with  as  little  fcruple  as  in  elder  times  any  triwnvi- 
rate,  or  decemvirate,  ever  ufed. 

I  proteft,  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  the  lead  perfonality  againft 
either  of  the  members  of  the  Coalition ;  but  I  dread  the  own* 
ftrous,  unnatural  union  of  fuch  incongruous,  difcordant  par- 
.  tides,  becaufe  they  could  only  be  brought  to  coalejce  for  the 
divifion  of  the  public  fpoils,  for  the  fharing  of  all  power 
among  themfelves,  to  the  dedru&ion  of  the  public  liberty, 
and  the  independency  of  this  Houfe.    I  believe  that  the  noble 
Lord  pofiefles  the  mod  perfect  perfonal  integrity.     His  own 
probity  is  unblemished  j  but  a  lud  of  power,  ana  an  unlucky 
indolence  of  temper,  combined  to  make  him,  through  the 
courfe  of  the  lad  war,  connive  at  almoft  every  man  in  every 
department,  fleecing  the  public  beyond  the  example  of  all 
former  times.     His  own  hands  were  clean  :  not  fo  thofe  of 
the  whole  tribe  of  his  contractors  and  dependents.     The 
jiobje  Lord  has  a  rich  vein  of  pure,  elegant,  claffical  wit, 
the  mod  eafy  manners,  and  unafie&ed  good-nature,  with 
every  amiable  and  companionable  quality.     He  is  formed  to 
be  admired  and  beloved  as  a  private  nobleman.     Would  to 
Heaven  I  could  commend  his  reverence  for  the  conftitution, 
Jiis  love  of  liberty,  and  his  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe 
noble  privileges  and  franchifes,  which  are  the  birthright  0? 
pngli/hmen  !  With  his  Colleague  I  have  a&ed  againft  his 
Lordffcip  for  many  years.     I  fought  by  his  fide  through  the 
whole  American  war,  and  in  all  the  fpirited  druggies  againft 
the  too-great  power  of  the  Crown.     I  have  frequently  been 
in  rapture's  from  the  drains  of  his  manly  eloquence,  the  force 
of  his  reafoning,  and  the  torrent  of  his  oratory :  fo  perfed  a 
parliamentary  debater  this  Houfe  has  never  known.     I  grieve! 
when  J  recollect  how  unavailing  all  our  tediourftruggles  hate 
been,  and  that  fo  large  a  part  of  the  empire  has  been  torn 
from  us ;  but  I  am  indignant  when  I  fee  the  noble  Lord  in  one 
of  the  higheft  office's  of  the  date,  brought  back  to  power, 
and  carefled  by  the  very  man  who  undertook  to*  impeach  bim 
as  the  great  criminal  of  the  flate,  the  corrupter  of  " 
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the  author  and  contriver  of  our  ruin.  He  protefted  that  be  could 
no*  truji  bimfclf  in  the  fame  room  with  him.  At  another  time 
he  faid*  he  confented  to  pafs  for  the  mofi  infamous  man  in  this,  or 
any  country,  if  ever  be  made  part  of  an  Adminijlration  with  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband*  I  do  not  forget,  Sir,  attending 
my  Sovereign  the  laft  year,  by  the  command  of  the  Free- 
holders of  Middlefex,  to  thank  bis  Majtjly  for  having  removed 
from  bit  counfels  men9  under  wbofe  adminijlration  calamities ,  Ji 
many  and  fo  great,  have  befallen  this  kingdom,  and  for  appointing 
MintfterSy  in  whom  this  country  bad,  and  are  wiling  to  have,  the 
fullefi  confidence.  That  confidence  could  never  have  been  loft, 
but  by  the  dereliction  of  every  principle,  and  every  promife. 
The  right  honourable  Secretary  allured  us,  in  the  firft  week 
after  his  acceffion  to  power,  that  he  found  every  thing  much, 
worfe  than  he  could  have  fufpe&ed.  Has  he  inftituted  the 
leaft  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  difmemberment  of  the 
empire,  and  of  the  difgraces  ot  the  Britifh  fleet  during  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  laft  war,  for  which  he  has  fo  often  folemnly 
pledged  himfelf  ?  In  breach  of  repeated  public  engagements, 
and  almoft  daily  pompous  profeflions,  he  has  joined  the  ene- 
my of  America,  by  which  he  has  loft  th^confidence  of  Ame- 
rica, which  he  had  acquired  in  fome  degree,  and  might  have 
made  ufeful  to  this  country. 

Sir,  another  ftrong  objection  to  this  bill  arifes  from  the 
enormous  power,  in  the  end,  to  accrue  to  the  Crown,  per- 
haps dire&ly  by  collufion  with  its  Minifter.  It  is,  Sir,  a 
patronage  ot  above  two  millions  fterling  a  year,  of  which  the 
Company  will  be  deprived.  Wherever  fuch  a  patronage  falls, 
it  cannot  fail  to  overturn  the  balance  ofpower  in  this  well- 
poifed  conftitution.  All  the  Governor  Generals,  Lieutenant 
Governors,  Counfellors,  Prefidents,  Council  of  Commerce, 
Factors,  Writers,  every  thing  civil  and  military,  from  the, 
General  to  the  Subaltern,  in  the  various  eftablifhments 
throughout  Ana,  and  at  home,  every  thing  of  profit  in  Lear 
denhall  Street,  to  the  very  wafehoufemen,  clerks,  and  por- 
ters of  the  houfe,  are  included.  Such  an  influence  could  ne- 
ver be  withftood.  *  I  confoled  myfelf,  Sir,  under  the  lofs  of 
America,  btcaufe  as  the  firft  object  of  my  wiihes  is  the  im- 
mortality of  the  liberties  of  my  country,  and  I  had  always 
thought  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  bad  increafed,  was  in- 
creafingi  aud  ought  to  be  diminifhed*  three  proportions  regularly 
fupported  by  one  half  of  the  Coalition,  and  regularly  oppofed 
by  the  other  half,  the  conflderable  diminution  of  regal  power 
J>y  the  lofs  of  the  appointment  of  thirteen  Governors,  thir- 
teen Lieutenant  Governors,  Chief  Juftices,  Attorney  and  So- 
•  s  -    -  *    -    *  .  licitor 
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licitor  Generals,  Receivers,  Cuftom  houfeOfficerst  &c*  8cc. 
'  with  the  military  government  of  Minorca,, and  the  two  Mo- 

ri das,  no  longer  rendered  the  Crown  an  obje&  of  terror.  Ifj 
however,  the  immenie  patronage  of  Alia  is  to  be  given  to 
the  Crown,  its  overgrown  power  mud  foon  fwallow  up  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  Sovereign  of 
•  England  will  become  as  perfect  a  defpot  as  the  monarch  of 
France,  Spain,  or  Pruffia.  If  it  is  to  be  feiied  by  a  Minuter 
sit  the  head  of  a  proud  and  hateful  ariftocracy,  both  the  fove- 
reign  and  the  people  will  be  the  (laves  of  a  fa&ion.  One 
only  refource  will  remain  in  the. great  revolution  of  human 
events,  which  the  womb  of  time  may  bring  forth,  a  circura- 
ftance  not  to  be  regretted,  perhaps  to  he  witiied,  by  the  real 
friends  of  humanity.  It  is  an  event  poffibly  not  very  diftant, 
that  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Portuguefe,  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish, may  be  entirely  fwept  away  from  the  countries  in  the 
Eafl,  which  they  have  cruelly  bid  wafte,  and  made  the  thea- 
tre of  the  moA  flagitious  enormities.  The  peaceful  natives 
will  then  be  at  reft,  happy  under  the  mild  government  of 
their  own  princes.  Commerce  will  no  longer  be  fettered  by 
a  monopoly,  but  fpread  its  fwelling  fails  as  freely  over  the 
gulph  of  Bengal  and  the  Indian  feas,  as  on  the  coaft  of  China 
and  Japan,  on  the  Atlantic,  or  the  Mediterranean. 

May  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  very  few  more 
words ?  We  have  an  ad  to  prevent  officers  of  the  OfftooK 
and  Excife  from  voting  at  elections  of  members  to  fcrve  in 
Parliament ;  a  truly  wife  and  excellent  regulation,  di£Uted  by 
the  fpirit  of  liberty.  Should  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  I  will 
move  the  fame  kind  of  bill  with  refped  to  every  nan  em- 
ployed under  the  intended  Eaft*India  commijjum^  to  dhnioHb, 
m  feme  degree,  the  incredible  weight  of  influence  which  ft 
will  create.  1  will  bring  to  the  teft  the  constancy  of  the 
great  Whig  families*  or  whofe  fupport  we  have  heard  fo 
much  from  the  right  honourable  Secretary ;  and  I  doubt  not 
of  the  effectual  affiftance  of  every  independent  chara&er  in 
the  Houfe.  I  do  not,  however,  defpair  of  the  total  rejc<Sben 
of  the  prefent  bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  if  we  do  not  flran- 
glethe  monfler  in  its  birth,  it  will  deftroy  the  freedom  both 
of  the  Parliament  and  people. 
Mr.  John  «  Mr.  John  Luttreti  fupported  the  motion;  he  faid  he  had 
LuttreiL  given  the  utmoft  attention  in  his  power  to  every  material  ar- 
gument that  had  been  ufed,  either  for  or  again  ft  the  bill, 
from  the  time  that  fubjcft  was  fir  ft  mentioned  to  the  Houfe, 
to  the  moment  he  was  then  ipeaking,  and,  upon  coofidering 
the  whole,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the*  bill  fhouU 

be 


A.  1783-  DEBATES.  367 

he  read  a  third  time,  and  ought  to  pafs  in  the  flicipe  it  wad 
then  perfected ;  but  he  did  not   much  wonder  to  fee  forms 
oppofition  follow  it  to  the  laft,  becaufehe  had  obferved,  that 
no  leaner  did  the  Speaker  Shortly  ftate  the  contents  of  thofe 
ctaufet  that  were  to  veft  in  certain  Commifiioners,  fince 
named  by  the  bill,  the  management  of  our  Eaft-India  pof- 
feffions,  than  it  rou fed  the  fire  of  the  ftatefman,  and  the  envy 
of  the  politician  ;  fome  gentlemen,  he  find,  feemedinftantly 
to  lofe  fight  of  the  neceffity  and  efficacy  of  the  meafure,  in' 
the  jealoufy  which  they  felt,  and  which  they  rxprefled,  at 
the  influence  it  might  give  the  Minifter,  who  would  have 
the  noon  in  at  ton  of  the  men.     This  he  confidered  as  the  lead- 
ing ftar  of  oppofition  to  the  hill ;  here  he  had  feen  the  flioe 
ot  party  to  pinch  to  a  degree  tlwt  fome  of  its  votaries  were 
unable  to  hear  with  temper  ;  but  he  did  not  think,  either  at 
an  Eaft-India  Proprietor,  or  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
fent  there  to  gqard  the  interefts  of  the  community  at  large, 
that  he  ought  to  be  led  away  by  the  private  interefls'of  any 
particular  party  in  that  Hoofe.     He  approved  the  bill  as  it 
was  then  completed,  becauie  it  met  his  ideas,  of  what  ap- 
peared neceflary  and  proper  for. this  country  to  do  upon  the 
oecafion ;  and  he  was  perfuaded   that  it   would  ultimateJy 
tend  to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  profperitv  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  to  the  gain  and  (lability  of  all  the 
Proprietor*  :  for  there  were  not  two  opinions  in  that  Houfe, 
but  the  noble  Earl  propofed  to  prefide  at  that  Board,  and 
the  fix  chief  Dire&ors,  would  be  found  much  more  equal  to 
the  governing  our  territorial  pofleflions  in  India,  than  thofe 
who  heretofore  had  the  management  of  them  -r  and  it  wa» 
generally  agreed  by  the  Houfe,  although  a  few  members  dif- 
*  tented,  that  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic  at  the  prefent 
moment  to  feparate  the  territory  from  the  commerce  of  In- 
dia; if  fo,  why  then,  as  the   Afliftant   Dire£lors  were  all 
men  of  bufinefs  and  ability,  it  appeared   to  him  that  the 
whole  arrangement  of  the  bill  was  perfectly  judicious  and 
right,  for  with  refpeft  to  the  Direftors  being  members  of 
Parliament,  the  Houfe  would  have  the  advantage  of  their 
prefence  to  give  information  w Irene ver  it  was  fought  for,  and' 
account  for  their  proceedings  when  required  to  do  fo.     As 
for  the  alarm  which   fome  gentlemen  expreffed,  and  with 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  aft*e£t  the  mind9  of  others, 
that  the  patronage  might  give  an  undue  influence  to  the 
Crown,  or  to  the  Minifter,  he  verily  betteved  it  would  not 
outweigh  their  juft  proportion  of  power  Hi  the  conflitutionat 
fcale,  however  it  preponderated  in  the  political  one  of  thofe 
who  had-bcen  Mkiifters,  and  might  wifh  to  be  fo  again.     He 

would 
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would  freely  confefs,  however  unpopular  it  might  be,  that  he 
never  ihould  think  any  man  deferved  credit  for  having 
been  inflrumental  to  reduce  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  its 
'  prefent  extreme,  neither  would  he  have  boafted  of  it,  as  fome 
gentlemen  did,  if  he  had  concurred  in  the  total  annihilation 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  faid  the  Houfe  feemed  bfinded  to 
the  bad  confequences  of  that  meafure,  by  the  party  violence 
of  thofe  times,  but  he  feared  they  had  been  felt  by  almoft 
every  commercial  man  in  this  kingdom ;  it  was  a  propofition 
which,  he  owned,  appeared  almoft  as  ftrange  to  hirn,  as 
what  had  been  offered  to  the  Houfe  for  a  preference  to  the 
bill.  Some  gentlemen  contended  that  we  ihould  give  up  all 
our  Eaft-India  concerns,  into  the  hands  of  the  native  Prin- 
ces, and  bid  them  be  happy ;  but  by  confenting  to  that, 
they  would  in  the  fame  breath  declare  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany bankrupt,  with  many  of  its  connexions.  The  fea- 
man,  the  artificer,  the  manufacturer,  and  labourer,  muft  all 
fink  in  one  general  ruin.  Additional  poverty  and  diftrefc 
would  pervade  every  part  of  this  ifland.  He  then  aflted  if 
the  alternative  propofed  by  a  bill  of  a  learned  gentleman, 
and  by  himfelf  personally,  was  much  more  acceptable'  He 
thougnt  not,  for  he  defired  to  (trip  the  language  of  the  lear- 
ned gentleman,  and  that  of  his  friends,  of  the  lowers  of  ora- 
tory and  all  its  trophies,  and  fee  if  the  eflence  of  it  reduced  te 
common  fenfe  did  not  amount  to  this :  we  are  ready  to  de- 
clare that  the  Eaft-India  Company  are  incompetent  and  unfit 
to  govern  their  territorial  pofleffions  in  India ;  therefore  we 
confent  that  you  ihould  take  them  away,  but  we  delire  that 
all  the  patronage,  all  the  control,  power,  and  management 
of  their  commerce,  may  be  left,  as  heretofore,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Directors ;  he  faid,  for  what,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Proprietors?  No.  For  the  benefit  of  their  own  political 
convenience?  Yes.  For  the  learned  gentleman  declared, 
and  his  friends  declared,  that  they  would  arreft  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors  all  power  and  control 
over,  thofe  Directors,  and  then  the  patronage,  the  fecret  in- 
fluence, and  the  public  power,  given  by  other  ads  of  Parlia- 
.  merit,  muft  all  center  with  the  Minifter  of  the  day;  and 
whatever  condu&  thofe  Dire&ors  might  obferve  or  abet,  the 
Court  of  Proprietors  ihould  have  no  power  to  call  them  to 
account  for. 

Things  appearing  to  him  to  be  fo,  he  w6uld  beg  leave,  of 
thofe  evils  offered  him,  to  chufe  the  leaft  ;  and  as  it  had  been 
adjudged  conftitutionally  neceffary  to  take  from  him  the  ma* 
nagement  of  that,  property,  he  was  fure  his  preference  was 
right  when  he  accepted  the  terms  of  the  bilL  becaufe  the 

faith 


A.  1783.  D    E    B    A    T    E    S*  3^9 

faith  and  the  honour  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  produced 
it,  the  faith  an4  the  honour  of  all  thole  Minifters  with  whom 
he  drew,  that  of  the  noble  Earl  who  was  to  prefide  in  the 
diredion,  and  of  the  fix  other  Chief  Directors,  were  all 
pledged  to  do  the  beft  they  confidently  could  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Company ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  effects  of 
the  bill  would  be  an  increafe  of  their  credit,  and  of  the  va- 
lue of  their  flock. 

He  had Jieard  it  faid  more  than  Ohce  in  the  cotirfe  of  the 
bufinefs,  t^iat  in  the  multitude  of  counfellors  there  was  wif- 
dom  ;  he  begged  leave  to  repeat  it,  and  to  apply  the  obfer- 
vation  thus  :  what  effe<Sl  had  the  call  of  the  Home  upon  that 
bill  ?  An  increafe  in  confultation  of  a  multitude  of  coun-  ' 
fellors  on  its  merits,  and  he  had  the  evidence  of  the  laft 
divifion  tp  (hew,  that  the  more  they  were  confidered,  the 
better  they  were  approved ;  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  would 
continue  to  be  fo  by  all  difpaflionate  men  ;  for  he  was  per* 
fuaded,  that  the  bill  promifed  much  in  the  prefent  fituation 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs,  and  in  the  neceflity  of 
reform,  to  bring  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  to  the  ftockholder.  As  an  humble  reprefentative 
of  the  former,  and  as  making  one  of  the  latter,  he  thought 
his  thanks  were  better  due  to  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
who  had  produced  the  bill,  than  cither  to  thofe  gentlemen 
who  would  give  the  property  to  the  Indian  Princes,  or  to  the 
learned  gentleman  and  his  friends,  who  would  leave  them 
little  more  than  the  name  of  it.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
therefore,  he  chearfully  concurred  in  the  bill  being  read  a 
third  time,  and  would  certainly  give  his  vote  for  its  palling 
into  a  law.  '         ' 

f^^Mr.  IV,  Grenvilk  wilhed  the  honourable  gentleman  who  Mr.  w. 
fpoke  laft,  and  who  had  delivered  himfelf  fo  fluently  in  a  Grcnviilc 
general  manner  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  had  condescended  to 
favour  the  Houfe  with  a  few  arguments  in  fupport  of  what 
he  had   advanced.     Mr,  Grenville  faid,  that  having  heard  * 
nothing  like  a  folid  and  fuhftantial  reafon  in  favour  of  the 
bill  yet,  he  had   liftened   to  the  whole  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeech  with  the  utnioft  attention,  but  had  not 
been  able  to  find  the  appearance  of  argument  for  the  bill'  in 
any  part  of  it.     Having  faid  this,  he  declared,  he  would  not 
go  over  the  ground  of  general  obje&ion  againft  the  bill  a 
lecond  time,  but  would  chiefly  confine  himfelf  to  a  few  ob- 
servations upon  what  had  fallen  from  different  gentlemen  in 
the  courfe  of  the  preceding  debates,  and  chiefly  from  a  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  when  the  principle  of  the  bilL 
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had  been  debated  laft  week,  had  fpoken  very  much  at  large 
on  the  fubjeft  of  India  (Mr,  Burke).  That  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  among  other  extravagant  afiertions,  had  not 
contented  himfelf  with  general  praife  of  tMb  prefent  bill, 
but  had  termed  it  a  confirmation  of  Magna  Charta.  This 
was  a  moft'  extraordinary  declaration,  and  if  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  could  prove  that  rt  bore  any  the  moft 

*  4iftant  analogy  to  Magna  Charta,  he  mud  deeply  lament 
that  he  had  ever  been  lent  to  fchat  Houfe;  for- be  certainly 

,  read  his  Magna  Charta  in  a  dlile  fo  complA^y  different 
from  the  language  and  purport  of  the  prefent  bill,  that  he 
could  not  be  qualified  for  the  reprefentattve  in  Parliament 
of  any  fet  of  people  whatever,  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man was  right  ^nd  he  was  wrong.  One  great  principle  of 
Magna  Charta,  as  he  read  it,  was,  "  that  no  Englifhman  was 
to  be  fpoiled  of  his  property  and  privileges,  or  diffeifed  of 
his  freehold,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land."  The  bill  then  under  confidential 
dire&ly  and  avowedly  violated  this  fundamental  principle  of 
our  great  charter.     Mr.  Grenville  went  on  to  make  a  ta- 

*  ♦  riety  of  obfervations  on   Mr.  Burke's  fpeech  of  Mtnday 

fe'nnight,  all  of  which  were  extremely  ingenious  and  veil 
put.     He  concluded  with  declaring  his  fatisfadtion  in  bar- 
ing done  his  utmoft  to  prevent  fuch  a  bill  from  being  carried 
into  a  law. 
General  General  Burgoym  faid,   he  had  been  (ixteen  years  ago 

jsurgoyne.  -Chairman  of  one  of  the  firft  Committees  of  Eaft-In*a 
Enquiry  that  ever  fat.  At  that  time,  he  faid,  the  Commit- 
tee found  out  fuch  delinquency  in  India,  and  fuch  neceffity 
for  a  new  fyftem  of  Acfminiftration  and  call  for  reform, 
that  he  had  confldered  his  having  been  the  Chairman  of  that 
Committee  as  the  moft  unhappy  circumftance  of  his  me, 
becaufe  it  was  not  followed  up  by  an  immediate  bill;  and  be 
declared,  if  the  bill  now  under  confideration  failed,  it  would 
add  to  his  unhappinefs.  The  honourable  gentleman  called 
for  proofs  of  the  neceffity ;  let  him  look  to  the  reports  on 
the  table,  let  him  read  them,  and  then  afk  if  proofs  almoft 
innumerable^  were  wanting.  Thofe  reports  exhibited  the 
r  face  of  Tartarus  itfelf.  If  any  man  could  read  them,  and 
then  afk  for  proofs,  he  mult  have  an  extraordinary  heart  in- 
_deed.  The  General  greatly  approved  Mr.  Fox's  bill,  de- 
claring that  he-did  not  only  think  it  a  bill  well  adapted  to 
the  fubjc&,  but  the  bill  of  all  others  that  was  beft  faitcd  to 
the  occafion.  Let  the  plan,  therefore,  that  had  been  pro- 
.    pofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him, 
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(Mr.  Pitt)  whom  he  greatly  refpe&ed,  and  whofe  abilities 
he  admired  as  highly  as  man  could  poflibly  do,  let  that  right 
honourable  gentleman's  plan  have  been  matured  with  all  his 
ingenuity  and  all  his  judgment,  he  ihould  fcarcely  think  it 
poffible  tor  it  to  exceed  that  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
near  bim,  for  wifdom,  vigour,  and  probable  efficacy.  The 
General  declared,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the  bill,  or  rather  as 
foon  as  he  read  the  account  of  his  right  honourable  friend's. 
opening  it  in  a  newfpaper,  he  came  away  diredtly  from  a 
country,  in  which  he  had  had  the  honour  to  hold  a  high 
fituation,  eroded  the  fea,  and  travelled' 300  miles  port,  in 
order  to  give  it  his  fupport,  which  he  had  done  by  his  vote 
before,  and  ihould  do  again  by  his  vote  that  night.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  his  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Burke) 
had  given  a  deep  colouring  to  the  enormities  committed  in 
India  by  the  partial  views  of  party,  and  by  the  power  of 
his  eloquence.  But  ail  the  powers  of  language  which  he 
pofieiled,  all  the  liveliness  of  fancy,  and  the  amazing  copi-  • 
oufuefs  and  charm  of  imagery,  which  diitinguiihed  him 
above  every  other  man,  were  unable  to  heighten  or  come  up 
to  the  reality.  Here  the  General  entered  into  a  defciiption 
of  the  oppreffions  and  cruelties  committed  by  the  European? 
in  Alia.  All  that  the  Gentoos  held  facred,  they  violated 
without  remorie,  and,  as  if  they  delighted  in  human  mifery, 
they  invented  new  fpecies  of  torture,  the  inhuman  luft  of 
gain,  fleeling  their  breafts  againft  every  feeling  of  com- 
panion. Here,  with  infinite  happinefs,  he  quoted  and  ap- 
plied a  paflage  from  the  defcent  of  i£neas  into  Tartarns,  as 
defcribed  in  the  Sixth  Eneid  of  Virgil.  One  of  the  characters 
,11*  thofe  gloomy  man  (ions,  Gen.  Burgoyne  produced  as  an 
'  image  and  example  of  thofe  Nabobs,  as  they  are  called  here, 
who  in  the  Company's  fervice  amafs  fortunes  from  the  vi- 
tals of  the  11  itives  of  Indollan. 

"  Vcndidk  hie  auro  patriam,  dominumquc  potent  em 

Impofuit :  fixit  leges  prctio  atquc  refixit. 

Hie  thalamum  invafit  uata.*,  vctitofquc  hymenxos. 

Aufi  omnes  immanc  nefas,  aufoque  potitu 

Non,  mihi  fi  lingua;  centum  (int,  oraq;  centum, 

Fcrrca  vox,  omnes  fcclerum  comprenderc  formas, 

Omnia  pornarum  peicurrerc  nomina  jx>flim." 

Fi&ion  nor  policy  could  not  reach  the  horrors  of  thofe  re- 
ports; and  fhould  we  then  be  told  of  charters?  a  charter, 
under  which  fuch  tranfattions  can  pafs  with  impunity,  is  in 

B  b  b  %  itfelf, 
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itfclf,  he  was  going  to  fay,  a  nullity  —  bat  it  was  much 
worfe;  it  was  a  charter  of  devaftation,  of  cruelty,  of  ta- 
nnine, and  of  blood.  Or  fhould  we  be  flopped  in  the  great 
work  of  redrefs  by  the  accounts  of  the  Company ;  that 
curious  ftatement,  confuted  one  day,  amended  the  other, 
new  modelled  a  third  !  to  perfuade  us  of  the  financial  capa- 
city of  the  Company,  to  drag  on  for  a  few  years  longer,  a 
wretched,  difgraceful,  fatal '  exiftence,  produ&ive  of.mifery 
an(\  definition  to  thirty  millions  of  the  human  race,  and  a 
perpetual  infamy  to  the  Britifh  name! 

In  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  the  General  faid, 
that  upon  the  fame  principle  upon  which  in  a  former  year 
he  had  voted  for  the  diminution  of  that  influence  as  appli- 
cable to  the  corruption  of  that  Houfe,  he  now  voted  for  the 
claufe  of  the  Commiflioners  in  this  bill;  being  clearly  of 
opinion,  with  many  others  who  had  fpoke,  that  it  exchanged 
an  occult,  a  clandefline,  and  a  dangerous  influence,  for  aa 
open,  diredt,  and  confiitutional  patronage  qf  the  State,  for 
which  every  Minifter  would  be  refponfible  with  his  charader 
and  his  head, 

The  General  concluded  with  obferving  the  fneer  which 
was  common  in  talking  upon  the  very  full  attendance  upon 
this  bill :  there  had  not  been  much  of  it  within  the  Houfe 
for  a  plain  reafon,  namely,'  that  the  urgent  call  for  friends 
had  been  pretty  /equal  on  both  fides,  and,  as  he  thought, 
without  dil'credit  to  either;  for  if  one  fet  of  gentlemen  be- 
lieved a  great  public  good  depended  upon  tHe  fupport  of  a 
bill,  and  another  that  the  public  intereft  lay  in  its  defeat,  it 
was  very  natural  and  proper,  that-each  fhould  defire  to  bring 
to  town  every  man  who  agreed  refpe&ively  in  opinion.  He 
therefore  was  ready  to  avow  thofe  two  principles,  treated  by 
fome  to  be  fo  laughable,  attachment  to  his  friends,  and  dot? 
to  his  country.  He  avowed,  that  upon  thofe  motives  he 
had  traverfed  the  fea,  and  three  hundred  miles  by  land,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  his  vote  upon  this  occafion ; 
and  his  fatisfa£tion  at  this  moment  was  greatly  enhanced,  at 
finding  the  meafure  his  heart  approved,  had  been  introduced 
and  conduced  to  its  prefent  flage  of  fuccefs,  by  the  men  he 
loved. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  Sir,  I  rife  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  a  parting  execration  to  this  pernicious  and  unconfti- 
tutional  bill,  for  fuch  it  appears  to  me  in  every  point  of 
view.  Though  fome  palliatives  have  been  applied  to  it. 
Though  we  are  not  to  be  attended  in  this  Houfe  by  the  apo- 
thecaries— and  though  our  feyen  prefent  phyficians  may  be 

men 


A.  1783*.  DEBATES.  573 

men  both  of  (kill  and  integrity,  yfet,  when  they  fall  off, 
their  places  may  bfe  filled  by  doctors,  of  whom  we  may  con- 
ceive a  very  different  opinion.    At  the  fame  time,  Sir,  I 
mud  congratulate  the  right  honourable  Secretary;  on  the 
complete  *nd  brilliant  victory  he  is  about  to  gain  over  the 
independence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    The  bill  once 
palled,  men  who  think  and  a£t  for  themfelves,  may  as  well 
be  abfent  from  this  afiemMy.    We  may,  indeed,  come  down 
to  fettle  petty  regulations  and  matters  of    trifling  conie- 
quence,  but  for  any  thing  great  or  noble,  we  may  bid  adieu 
to  it.     Our  country  gentlemen  may  ftay  in  theif  counties, 
and* men  of  buiineis  in  the  capital  may  give  clofe  attendance 
to  their  private  avocations,   for  "  attum  eft  de  republican 
To  fpeak,  Sir,  in  more  familiar  language,  and  the  language 
of  the  turf,  which  the  right  honourable  Secretary  under- 
itands;  he  has  fairly  jockied  us  out  of  our  liberties.     Sir, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  doubts  my  fincerity,  when 
I  attribute  his  conduct  to  avarice,  ambition,  or  party  fpirit. 
Ambition  and  party  fpirit  I  have  heard  him  avow ;  and  as  to 
avarice,  I  muft  fay,  without  meaning  any  perfonal  applica- 
tion, that  I  think  it  perfe&ly  confident  with  the  prefent 
extravagance,   and  often  the  immediate  effeft  of  it.     Mr. 
Speaker,  on  fuch  a  day  as  this,  I  cannot  but  regret  the  lofs 
of  fome  diftinguiihed  friends   to  the  Conflitution  of  this 
country;  I  fear  we  (hall  mifs  them  moil  euentiallv;  and 
here,  Sir,  permit  me.  to  pay  my  humble  tribute  01  praife 
to  their  moft  worthy  characters.    I  mean,  Sir  George  Savile 
and  Sir  Charles  Turner:  the  former,  Sir,  I  truft,  may,  by 
retreating  from  public  hufinefs,  recover  his  health,  and  in 
fome  future  time  benefit  the  country  by  his  advice  and  af- 
liftance.     Of  the  latter  I  (hall   only  remark,  that  though 
fome  Angularities  in  his  opinion  might  occafion  pleafantry, 
he  had  the  fubftantial  virtues  of  a   good    citizen,    and '  a 
fteady,    intrepid   aflertor  of  public   liberty.     However   re- 
ipedfcably,  Sir,  the  places  of  thefe  gentlemen  may  be  filled 
in  this  Houfe,  I  fhall  always  lament  their  lofs  as  men  of 
diftinguiihed  merit ;  J  cannot  conceive  that  characters,  fuch 
as  thefe,  would  have  fupported  the  bill  now  propofed  to  be 
pafled.     Whatever  pretended  neceffity  there  may  be  for  it, 
they  would  haye  flrenuoufly  oppofed  it.     I  am  well  aware, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  fuffrages  of  thefe  gentlemen  would 
but  little  have  increafed  our  humble  minority ;  but  their 
voices  and  their  countenance  would  have  contributed  to  add 
fpirit- to  our  refi fiance.  ,  Sir,    I  am   free  to  own,   that  in 
thefe  melancholy  times,  I  am  not  fo  much  difcouraged  by 
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the  appearance  of  numbers  m  this  Houfe.  as  I  am  by  the 
general  depravity,  fervility,  and  infenfibiltty  of  the  public 
at  large.     The  character  of  the  nation  is  loft,  and  the  noble 
fpfrit  of  our  anceftors  is  dwindled  into  meannefs  and  cor- 
ruption of  every  kind.    The  right  honourable  Secretary 
knows  our  condition,  and  moft  pioufly  takes  advantage;  of 
our  bafenefs.     He  may  fay  again,  Sir,  that  I  hardly  believe 
what  I  fay  ;  but  I  will  tell  the  light  honourable  gentleman, 
that  if  there  is  a  vice  I  hold  in  peculiar  deteftation,  it  is 
that  of  duplicity  and  hypocrify,  and  that  whatever  charac- 
ter the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  have  juftly  acquired 
for  brilliant  talents,  I  will  venture  to  ftake  my  character 
v     againft  his  for  fincerity  and   plain  dealing.     Sir,  that  ho- 
nourable gentleman  muft  know,  that  I  can  have  no  perfonal 
pique  or  diflike  to  him  ;  but  I  fixould  defert  the  intereft  of 
my  conftituents,  did  1  not  endeavour  to  put  the  public  upon 
%        their  guard  again  ft  the  danger  of  fuch  a  Miniftry,  who  will 
be  formidable  to  the  country  in  proportion  to  his  diftin- 
£ui(hed  abilities.    If  he  be  really  fo  dangerous,  it  may  be 
faid,  from  whence  has  fuch  a  man  his  ftrength — Sir,  I  will 
aniwer,  with  a  little  variation,  in  the  words  of  a  noble  and 
.  elegant  author  on  another  occafion :  "  From  the  general  cor- 
ruption of  the  people,  nurfed  up  to  full  maturity,  under  the 
Adminiftration  of  his  noble  colleague ;  from  the  venality  of 
all  orders,  and  all  ranks  of  men,  fome  of  whom  are  fo  prof- 
titute,  that  they  fet  themfelves  no  law,  and  prevent  appli- 
cations."   Sir,  as  to  the  bill  itfelf,  I  have  the  moft  decided 
opinion  of  its  dangerous  confequences,  and  therefore  fhall 
give  my  moft  hearty  negative  to  the  third  reading.    1  doubt 
not  but  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  with  the  private  ad- 
vantages of  it  in  profpeft,   will  have  a  majority   to  his 
wi flies.    We  have  lately,  Sir,  been  much  embarrafled  for  a 
new  tax,  to  fubftitute  in  the  place  of  one,  which  to  many 
perfons  feems  unequal,  odious,  and  unproductive.     I  wifn, 
Sfr,  we  were  to  lay  a  heavy  import  on  the  individuals  who 
fliall  compofe  the  majorities  during  the  remainder  of  the 
feflion.    After  the  pafling  the  bill  before  us,  I  am  perfoaded 
the  tax  propofed  would  be  abundantly  produ&ive,  and  that 
it  would  be  very  far  from  affe&ing  the  poor.     Sir,  I  forefee 
but  one  good  confequence  that  can  follow  this  bill,  I  mean 
that  it  may  poffibly  roufe  the  natives  of  the  country  to 
drive  us  compleatly  out  of  it.     This  I  really  think  would 
be  a  blefled  efted,  both  for  them  and  for  ourielves.     Sir,  it 
has  been  faid,  that  if  we  fliould  relinquifh  our  pofleflions  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  that  other  European  States  would 
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take  pofletfon  of  them,  and  that  we  ftiould  Iofc  our  com- 
merce. Such  aa  argument  reminds  me,  Sir,  of  a  fhort  con* 
verfation  between  two  gentlemen  taking  the  air  on  Houn- 
flew  Heath.  The  one  feeing  at  a  fmall  diftance  a  carriage 
-with  fome  unarmed  paffengers,  propofed  to  the  ether  to 
eafe  tbem  of  the  trouble  of  carrying  their  watches  and  mo- 
ney* The  other s  in  anfwer  obfefved,  that  he  was  not  much 
dhpofed  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  adion,  which  could  not  he 
altogether  juftrhed  upon  the  principles  of  honefty.  Oh  !  re* 
plies  the  firft,  you  may  make  yourfelf  perfedtly  eafy  as  to 
die  morality  of  the  affair,  for  if  we  ihould  let  them  pafs 
quietly,  they  will  moil  probably  meet  with  others  in  a  few 
minutes  who  will  not  be  10  fcmpulpus. 

In  fliort,  Sir,  I  have  not  that  art,  which  people  poflefs  in 
fuch  high  perfection,  of  perfuading  myfelf,  that  every  thing 
is  juft  which  may  promote  feme  fordid,  felf-interefted  pur- 
fuit,  and  therefore  muft  repeat,  that  as  I  have  appo&d  this 
bill  in  every  former  ftage,  I  fliall  continue  fteady  in  that  op- 
pofition  till  it  is  fent  to  the  Lords.  I  truft,  Sir,  jbat  their 
Ix>rdihips  will  think  it  totally  incontinent  with  their  juftice' 
and  their  dignity  to  pafs  fuch  a  bill ;  but  if  it  ihould  be  other-  ' 
wife,  there  is  a  hope  ftill  left  for  us  —  Lmean,  Sir,  that  his 
Majefty  will  refiife  his  content  to  fuch  a  pernicious  meafure. 
Though,  Sir,  I  have  been -reckoned,  unjuftly,  a  friend  to  in- 
novation, I  profefs  myfelf  to  be  heartily  attached  to  the  fpi-  ' 
rit  of  the  genuine  conftitutbn  of  this  country.  The  power 
of  a  negative  in  the  Crown  1  regard  as  eflential  to  that  con- 
ftitution.  If  it  ever  (hould  be  abufed  by  any  future  prince, 
-this  Houfe,  when  properly  conftituted,  ihould  always  hold 
the  purfe  of  the  people,  and  fcy  that  means  may  effectually 
bring  a  fovereign  to  reafon,  who  ftiould  betray  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  him.  If,  Sir,  this  prerogative  is  never  to  be  exert- 
ed, why  not  abolsfti,  as  a  ridiculous  farce,  the  pompous  pa- 
rade of  palling  bills  in  the  manner  as  now  pra£tifed  ?  —  As 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Houfe  were  fo  kind  to  hear  pie 
in  a  former  ftage  of  this  bufinefs  with  mote  patienco-thanany 
thing  I  had  to  ofier  could  merit,  1  (hould  not  have  again 
twefpafied  on  that  patience,  did  I  not  feel  that  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  codfequence  every  man,  who  has  any  value  for  his  pub- 
lie  chara6terM*noft  wifli  to  be  patched  through  every  part  of* 
it.  Sir,  I  'would,  with  pleafure,  have  given  way  to  tlie 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Scott)  who  rofe  at  the  fame  time 
•with me,  but  having  folicited  your  attention. before,  and  al- 
ways feeling  an  unpleafant  agitation  of  fpirits  when  I  have 
any  thing  to  offer  to  the  Houfc,  I  truft  I  fliall.be  excufed 
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for  deferring  for  a  few  minutes,  the  Houfe  being  both  enter- 
tained and  inftru&ed  by  the  learned  gentleman  who  is  now 
1  going  to  rife. 
Mr.  Scott.  Air.  Scott  alluded  to  certain  infinuations,  that,  agreeably  to 
the  common  conduit  of  lawyers,  he  would  not  fcruple  to 
efpoufe  any  caufe  which  he  (hould  be  paid  for  defending,  and 
reprobated,  in  the  warmefb  terms,  fuch  unworthy  imputa- 
tions: he  aflerted  the  probity,  fincerity,  and  reluctance  of 
his  nature  to  fucb  practices.  He  apologifed  to  the  Houfe  for 
taking  up  their  time,  alluring  them  that  he  would  not  tref- 
pafs  on  their  patience,  but  on  occasions  which  he  fhould  deem 
.  in  the  higheft  degree  important*  Such  he  deemed  the  pre- 
fent,  and  he  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  deliver  his  fen-' 
timents  upon  it  —  the  Jfolemn  fentiments  of  his  heart  and 
confeience.  His  difcourfe  naturally  divided  itfelf  into  three 
parts.  In  the  firft  part  he  laboured  to  fhew  that  there  was 
not  any  neceifity  for  the  bill :  in  the  fecond,  that  it  contained 
not  any  provHions  of  fufficient  importance  to  juftify  fo 
ftrong  a  ftep  as  was  taken  by  Government ;  and,  in  the  third, 
that  the  bill  would  increafe,  beyond  all  bounds,  the  influence 
of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Scott  was  not  of  opinion  that  Parliament  ought  not, 
or  could  not,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  violate  a  charter.  The 
iafety  of  the  community,  according  to  the  maxim  falusfopuli 
fuprcma  lexy-  might  render  it  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  inter- 
fere in  certain  cafes ;  but  this  was  none  of  them.  Neither  did 
he  think,  that  from  the  prefent  interference  of  Government 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  the  other  chartered 
focieties  in  the  kingdom  had  any  reafon  to  conceive  any  ap- 
prehenfions.  There  was  an  incident  of  nature  and  circum- 
jftance  which  eftablifhed  a  very  effential  difference  between 
the  Eaft-India  Company  and  every  other  chartered  fociety. 
That  circumftance  was  their  territorial  property,  and  their 
imperial  power.  But  ftill  he  contended  that  no  necenlty  bad 
•been  (hewn  for  violating  Jhe  charter  of  the  Company  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs.  The  Company  were  not  bank- 
rupt. /The  meafures  propofed  were  no  other  than  adisfran- 
chifement  of  the  Company,  and  a  confifcation  of  their  goods 
in  the  hands  of  feven  Commiflioners.  Here,  Mr.  Scott,  af- 
ter a  proper  apology  for  alluding  to  any.  thing  recorded  in  fa- 
cred  writ,  read  fome  verfes.  in  different  chapters  of  the  book 
of  Revelation,  which  feemed  to  exprefs  the  intended  innova- 
.  tions  in  the  affairs  of  the  Engliih  Eaft-India  Company. 
"  And  I  ftood  upon  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  faw  a  beaft  rife 
up  out  of  the  fea,  having  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and 
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upon  his  horns  ten  crowns.    And  they  worftiipped  the  Dra- 
gon, which  gave  power  into  the  bead ;  and  they  worftiipped 
the  bead,  faying,  who  is  like  unto  the  beafl  ?  who  is  able  to 
make  war  witrrhim  ?  And  there  was  given  unto  hrm  a  month  - 
fpeakjhg  great  things;  and  power  was  given  unto  him  to  con- 
tinue forty  and  two  months.  —  [Here,,  fafd  Mr.  Scott,  I  be* 
lieve  there  is  a  mi  (lake  of  fix  months.]  —  And  he  caufeth  all, 
both  fmall  and  great,  rich  and  poor,  to  receive  a  mark  in 
their  right  hand,  or  in  their  forehead.  —  [Here  places,  pen- 
fions,  and  peerages,  are  clearly  marked  out.]  —  And  he  cried 
mightily  with  a  ftrong  voice,   faying,  Babylon  the  Great 
(plainly  the  Eaft-India  Company)  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  is 
become  the  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul 
fpirit,  and  the  cage  of  every  unclean  bird.    And  the  mer- 
chants of  the  earth  /hall  weep  and  mourn  over  her,  for  no 
man  buveth  her  merchandife  any  more ;  the  merchandife  of 
gold  ana  filver,  and  precious  flones,  and  of  pearls,  and  fine - 
linen,  and  purple,  and  filk,  and  fcarlet,  and  all  manner  of 
veflels  of  ivory,  of  mod  precious  wood,  and  cinnamon,  and 
odours,  and  ointments,  and   frankincenfe,  and  oil,  and  fine 
flour,    and  wheat,  and  beads,    and  (lieep,   and  horfes,  and 
chariots,  and  (laves,  and  fouls  of  men.     And  the  fruits  that 
thy  foul  lufted  after  are  "departed  from  thee,  and  all  things* 
which  were  dainty  and  goodly  are  departed  from  thee,  and* 
thou  /halt  find  them  no  more  at  all.     The  merchants  of 
thefe  things,  which  were  made  rich  by  her,  (hall  ftand  afar 
off  for  the  fear  of  her  torment,  weeping  and  wailing,  and* 
faying,  Alas  !  alas  1  that  great  city,  that  was  cloathed  in  fine 
linen,  in  purple  and  fcarlet,  and  decked  with  gold  and  pre-* 
cious  (tones,  and  pearls !  for  in  one  hour  fo  great  riches  is 
come  to  nought.     And  every  fhip-mafler,  and  all  the  Com- 
pany in  (hips,  and  failors,  and  as  many  as  trade  by  fea,  flood 
afar  off;  and  cried,  when  they  faw  the  fmoak  of  her  burning, 
faying,  What  city  is  like  unto  this  great  city  ?  And  they  call 
dull  on  their  heads,  and  cried,  weeping  and  wailing,  faying, 
Alas  !  alas  !  that  great  city,  wherein  were  made  rich  all  that 
had  (hips  in  the  (ea,  by  reafon  of  her  coftlineis  !  for  in  one 
hour  is  (he  made  defolate." 

Mr-  Scott  obferved,  the  violence  with  which  Miniftry  at- 
tacked the  rights  of  the  Company  was  greater  than  that  #f 
general  warrants,  which  were  happily  got  the  better  of  feme 
years  ago ;  for  thefe  alledged  a  caufe  ofvioleoce :  but  the  bill 
again  ft  the.  Company  alledged  not  any  fpeci.il  a&  of  delin- 
quency. He  faid,  that  ads  of  power  againft  law  had  been, 
borne,  and  might  be  expefted  to  be  yet  borne,  in  this  cdun* 
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try :  but  a&s  of  power  agaitift  law,  fupported  by  the  judge- 
ments of  lawyers  and  juries,  the  country  never  would  bear. 
On  this  fubject  he  quoted  a  paffage  from  the  judicious  and 
•    profound  Thucydides,  who  remarks,  that  injuftice  is  more 
irkfome  to  men  than  violence ;  becaofe  injuftice,  feemuig  to 
come  from  equals,  provokes  indignation :  but  violence  is  en- 
dured  as  a  matter  of  inevitable  fate  or  neceffity.     He  reflected 
here  on  the  conduct  of  the  Parliament  about  the  middle  or 
lail  century,  when  they  were  anxious  to  get  up  the  charters 
;  from  the  burghs.     He  alfo  reflected  on  the  Parliament  taking 
the  command  of  the  militia  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Grown, 
which  was  a  prelude  to  a  war  of  twenty  years.     It  had  been 
faid,  that  matters  had  been  groffly  mifipanagefl,    and  that 
1      many  enormities  had  been  committed  in  India ,  Hut  whoie 
fault  was  that; —  the  fault  of  the  Directors,  or  of  their  Ser- 
vants in  India  ?  The  Directors,  as  was  confefied,  had  always 
tranfmitted  for  the  direction  of  their  fervants  abroad,  the 
pureft  fyftem  of  ethics  !  Why  was  not  that  fyftem  carried 
into  execution  ?    This  was  owing  to  the  wickednefs  of  their 
fervants  —  not  to  any  defect  in  the  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment.    The  accomplices  in  the  imprifonment  and  misfor- 
tunes of  Lord  Pigot,  had  been  brought  to  ju  ft  ice  by  the  Pro- 
prietors before  the  Couit  of  King's,  Bench,  and  fo  might 
other  delinquents.     But  if  the  power  of  the  Directors  be  too 
fmall,  give  them  more.     He  defired  that  it  might  be  conG- 
dered  that  there  was  no  alteration  in  the  law,  or  the  degree 
of  power  poilefled  over  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  but 
only  of  theperfons  who  were  to  infpeft  their  conduct.    Tht 
effect  of  this  new  inftitution  of  a  Court  of  Directors  was 

Jet  doubtful ;  even  they  might  be  found  inadequate  to  the 
iftant  government  of  India.  Dt  tefabula  narratttr,  not  even 
mutato  nomine.  The  bankruptcy  of  the  Company  was  a  mat- 
ter which  was  at  leaft  doubtful,  and  time  ought  to  be  granted 
lor  enquiring  into  it.  He  repeated  that  paflage  in  Otbello, 
where  Defdefnona  cries,  Kill  me  not  to-night,  my  Lord !  — 
Let  me  live  but  one  day  —  one  hour !  —  This  prayer  was  re- 
'  jected,  and  repentance  Succeeded  the  fatal  deed.  It  has  been 
faid,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft*India  Company  are  fafe, 
being  entrufted  to  the  care  of  refpectable  Commtffioners. 
I  like  not  the  idea  of  their  being  refponfible  to  men  that  ap- 
pointed them,  and  the  rather,  that  thofe  men  are  themfetat 
refponfible  for  their  conduct.  The  refpoofibilky  of  the  for- 
mer will  fecure  the  latter,  and  place  them  beyond  all  refpon- 
Ability.  If  it  was  right,  continued  Mr.  Scott,  to  veft  the 
power  of  tKVqimting  the  Commiflionert  in  the  Grown,  why 
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not  veft  that  power  in  tlie  Crown  ab  initio?  If  it  wa*  right 
that  it  fhould  be  placed  in  Parliament,  why  not  continue  it  > 
It  had .  been  obferved,  that  the  Crown  had  in  reality  enjoyed 
the  power  of  directing  India  affairs,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Proprietors.  If  to,  why  fhould  not  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown  take  a  (hare*  of  the  blame  for  the  mifconduft  of  thofe 
affairs  ?  It  was  a  new  thing,  Mr.  Scott  obferved,  to  fee  the 
very  perfons  who  had  dbjefted  to  the  aft  of  1773,  as  a  prece- 
dent for  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  chartered  companies, 
now  quoting  that  very  aft  as  a  reafon  for  fupporting  the  bill 
under  donilderation.  It  was  thus  that  one  precedent  begot 
another ;  and  that  the  beginning  of  evil  was  as  the  letting  out 
of  water.  The  great  plea  for  taking  the  power  out  of  the 
hands  of  both  the  Proprietors  and  Direftors  was,  that  they 
clafbed  with  one  another.  But  would  it  be  faid,  that  when 
two  co-operating  powers  interfered,  there  was  no  remedy  but 
to  deftroy  them  both,  and  to  eftablifh  a  new  one  on  their 
ruins?  Such  a  doctrine,  he  prefumed,  would  not  be  men- 
tioned m  the  Britifh  Parliament.  Mr.  Scott  alfo,  in  the 
coorfe  of  his  fpeech,  quoted  the  fpeech  of  Brutus,  who* 
fpeaking  of  Ccefar,  fays, 


Ha  would  be  crown'd 


How  chat  might  change  his»nature,  there's  the  queftion. 

and  alfo  a  paffagje  from  Thucydides. 

Mr.  Jnjirutber  rofe  after  Mr.  Scott,  and  faid,  he  did  not  MrAnftro- 
rife  to  introduce  into  the  debate  the  perfonal  charafters  or  tKef* 
honour  of  the  gentlemen  who  fupported  either  one  fide  or 
the  ether  of  the  queftion,  which  had  been  fo  much  adverted 
to  by  thofe  who  had  fpoke  before  him  ;  before,  however,  he 
entered  upon  the  queftion  itfelf,  he  could  not  help  taking  no- 
tice of  an  argument  that  had  been,  much  dwelt  upon,  and 
which  feemed  to  be  in  fome  meafure  the  foundation  of  tie 
violence  of  the  epithets,  which  had,  in  his  mind,  with  fo  lit*- 
tie  reafon,  been  beftowed  upon  the  bill.  Gentlemen  had 
ftated,  that  Committees  ought  to  be  inftituted  to  enquite 
into  the  accounts  of  the  Company,  and  that  they  had  been 
refuied  permiffion  to  produce  evidence  of  their  fituation. 
It  was  true  it  had  been  aflerted,  but  even  the  gentlemen  them- 
feives,  who  had  aflerted  it,  had  never  thought  of  moving  for 
the  Committees  they  talked  of,  nor  attempted  to  produce  the 
evidence  they  faid  was  in  their  pofleflion;  that  even  the 
Company  itfelf  had  been  heard  at  the  bar,  had  offered  every 
evidence  they  had  to  produce,  and  never  had  once  attempted 
t*  fay  they  had  been  precluded  from  bringing  forward  every     '     * 

Ccc  a  thing 


380  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1783, 

thing  they  had  to  produce ;  he  was  therefore  jollified  in  fay- 
ing, that  every  party  had  been  heard,  that  wilhed  to  be 
heard,  and  that  all  the  evidence,  which  either  the  Company, 
or  the  gentlemen  Oppofite,  had  to  produce,  had  been  received. 
Two  fchemes  had  been  produced  for  the  future  government 
of  India :  the  one,  by  the  learned  General  oppofite;  and  the 
other,  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary.  He  would  not  at 
-  that  time  tire  the  Houfe  by  going  at  large  into  the  queiiion, 
but  would  fhortly  flate  the  reaions  which  led  him  to  prefer 
the  plan  that  was  the  object  of  the  debate  that  day.  To 
judge  of  the  merit  of  a  plan,  it  was  neceflary  to  know  pre- 
rifely  the  evil  that  was  to  be%  remedied,  and  to  apply  the  re- 
medy exactly  to  the  difeafe.  In  his  opinion,  the  defect  lay 
in  the  government  at  home,  in  the  weaknefs,  the  want  of 
energy,  and  infufficiency  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  Thefe 
mifchiefs  flowed  from  a  iimple  caufe,  the  error  lay  in  the  very 
formation  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Company  ;  by  a  ftrange 
concurrence  of  circum fiances,  a  body  of  merchants  bad  been 
changed  into  fovereigns,  a  counting- houfe  had  been  converted 
into  a  council  table.  That  was  the  evil ;  till  that  was  reme- 
died, all  reformation  was  in  vain.  The  con  flit  ut  ion  of  the 
India  Company  reverfed  tlje'plaineft  principle  of  govern- 
ment. The  executive  government  of  a  large  country,  of  a 
populous  empire,  was  lodged  in  a  popular  aflembly.  The 
Proprietors  were  the  executive  governors  of  the  Company  j 
or  if  that  fhould  be  denied,  the  Directors  were  in  a  Gtuatioo 
little  different ;  they  carried  with  them  all  the  evils  of  popu- 
lar aflemhlies  entrufted  with  executive  power,  uncertain  in 
their  deliberation,  fluctuating  in  their  councils,  and 'every 
executive  aft  under  the  direction  of  a  large  affrmbly,  com- 
pofed,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  thofe  very  iervants  whom -the 
Directors  were  to  govern. 

But  this  was  not  all;  the  government  of  India  lay  in  the 
hands  of  a  body  of  men  not  refponfible  for  the  execution  of 
their  truft.  How  and  to  whom  was  a  Director  refponfible? 
How  could  he  be  called  to  account  refponfible  to  thofe  whom 
lie  was  to  control?  What  punifhment  could"  be  put  upon 
him,  he  was  in  td-day,  he  was  out  to-morrow?  Aod  left  it 
fhould  be  pofSble  to  lay  hold  of  him,  by  feme  fmall  (hare  of 
Yefponfibility,  the  very  Conilitution  had  precluded  the  idea, 
it  had  (hut  the  door  againft  every  means  of  reaching  thein; 
their  votes  were  in  fecret  by  ballot,  it  was  ftrange,  bat  it 
was  no  lefs  true,  that  in  the  executive  government  of  India, 
It  was-  impofltble  to  know  any  man's  opinion,  what  princi- 
ples he  fupported,  or  to  what  meafures  he  gave  his  aflent 
V{---  Ball* 
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Ballot  took  away  every  refponfibility ;  but  thete  were  not 
the  only  defeats*  the  C6nftitutjon,  by  the  rotation  eftab- 
liflied  in  17739  contained  in  it  a  fixed  principle  of  change 
and  fituation;  it  conftantly  varied,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of 
perpetual  change.  How  often  did  it  happen  that  orders  were 
feat  to  India  to  day,  they  were  di (regarded  by  the  fervants 
there,  becaufe  they  were  fure  that  before  the  news  of  their 
difobedience  arrived  in  England,  the  dire&ion  would  be 
changed;  fix  of  their  enemies  would  be  out,  and  fix  of  their 
friends  in  the  dire&ion,  and  then  their  difobedience  would 
be  attended  with  impunity.  Thefe  were  not  imaginary  and 
theoretical  evils,  they  had  produced  every  effect  that  was 
to  be  expedted  from  a  weak,  fiu&uating,  unrefponfible  exe- 
cutive power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  multitude.  It  was 
becaufe  thefe  were4  the  evils,  that  he  preferred  the  bill  before 
tbe  Houfe,  to  the  one  produced  lad  year  that  went  to  regu- 
lation abroad ;  the  evil  he  conceived  lay  at  home;  and  unlefs 
the  remedy  was  applied  where  the  difeafe  was,  all  regulation 
was  in  vain ;  there  might  be  much  good  in  the  other,  but  he 
could  not  expert  much  good  from  it,  unlefs  it  was  accom- 
panied with  regulation  at  home. 

He  ftated,  that  he  fbould  not  take  up  much  time  ur)on 
tbe  fubje&  of  violation  of  charters ;  on  all  hands  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  thefe  might  be  violated,  if  the  violation  was 
cornroenfurate  wSth  the  neceffity,  then  the  degree  of  the  ne- 
ceffity was  the  only  queftion.  If  he  was  right  in  pointing 
oat  where  the  evil  lay,  then  nothing  ftiort  of  the  prefent 
bill  would  do  good.  If  the  difeafe  lay  in  the  Conftitution  • 
at  home,  the  Conftitution  at  home  mull  be  changed. 
Bat  gentlemen  called  for  proofs  of  the  neceffity  ;  look 
at  the  government  of  the  India  Company  in  any  pof- 
fible  point  of  view,  and  every  thing  is  juftified.  if  yea 
look  at  them  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  you  find 
them  with  five  millions  of  revenue,  coming  to  your  bar  three 
times  in  fifteen  years,  begging  for  loans  to  fave  them  from 
bankruptcy.  If  you  look  upon  them  as  politicians,  you 
find  they  have  broken  every  treaty  they  ever  made  ,•  they 
have  forfeited  every  engagement  they  ever  entered  into.  If 
you  look  to  their  operations  as  fovereigns,  you  find  them  at 
once  tearing  up  the  title  to  the  eftates  of  every  man  in  Ben- 
gal, by  their  orders  to  let  the  lands  to  the  higheft  bidder ; 
and  yet  more  ftrange,  look  at  them  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  you  find  that  before  they  got  the  Dewannee  of 
Bengal,  they  traded  on  a  fmall  capital,  and  gained  on  the 
Bengal  trade  near  200,000!.  per  annum,  that  now,  when 
the  country  was  their  own,  and  the  revenues  their  own, 

they 
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they  traded  at  an  annual  lofs  of  near  the  fame  furo.  With 
fuch  an  outline  of  their  conduct  and  conihtution^  was  it 
poffible  to  contend  that  fuch  a  government  dught  to  con* 
tinuf  ?  Much  had  been  laid  of 'the  influence  of  the  Crown: 
the  difficulty  he  felt  in  arguing  upon  that  fubje&,  arofe  from 
the  ftrange  inconfiftency  in  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  oppo* 
fcrs  of  the  bill ;  one  part  of  them  were  zealous  and  violent 
in  averting  that  this  bill  di  mini  fried  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  while  the  other  were  equally  pofitive  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  was  iucreafed  to  an  exorbitant  degree  by 
it;  with  arguments  fo  contradictory,  it  was  impo&bk  to 
grapple.  The  only  anfwer  he  fliould  make  was,  that  the 
truth  probably  lay  between  the  two.  The  influence  would 
not  be  confiderably  iucreafed,  hut  an  open  refponiible  oae 
would  be  fubftituted  for  a  covered  and  concealed  one  -,  for 
bis  part,  he  had  no  fuch  terrors  as  fome  gentlemen  had  for 
the  influence  of  the  Crown;  he  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  that 
had  he  been  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time  of  the  vote  on  that  fob* 
je&,  he  ihould  have  oppoied  it.  But  that  vote  even  could 
mean  no  more,  than  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was 
greater  than  was  necefTary  for  the  good  government  of  the 
country.  If  the  fituation  of  the  country  and  the  happinefs 
of  millions  rendered  it  necefiary  to  give  influence  to  the 
Crown,  in  order  to  govern  the  countries  that  Providence 
bad  put  under  our  authority,  he  for  one  had  no  oltje&on 
.  to  do  it.  It  was  abfurd  to  fay,  we  will  allow  anarchy  and 
tyranny  to  recpain,  we  will  let  India  he  in  a  ftate  of  defe* 
lation*  and  ail  this,  becaufe  we  are  afraid  to  increase  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown.  If  it  is  impofiible  to  govern  India 
confidently  with  the  fafety  of  this  country,  in  God's  name 
abandon  it;  but  it  is  more  wife,  more  manly,  to  lay  at 
once,  we  have  00  fears  to  delegate  to  the  Csowxu  Every 
neceflary  influence  to  govern  obis  or  that  country ;  and 
that,  for  the  happinefs  of  both,  if  that  influence  be  donger- 
.  ous,  guard  again rl  it ;  but  leave  not  millions  in  mifery,  be* 
caufe  you  are  afraid  to  truft  the  Crown  witli  the  neceflary 
poteens  of  Government.  He  concluded  with  giving  his 
hearty  afient  to  the  bill*,  as  flfae  only  plan  that  met  the  evil, 
and  promifed  to  reftore  the  credit  of  the  Company,  and 
the  happinefs  of  India, 
sir  Richard  Sir  Richard  Hill  laid,  that  having  delivered  his  ftntiments 
IliU.  on  the  bill  upon  a  former  occasion,  he  had  no  intention  of 

laying  any  thing  more  on  that  day  ;  but  fame  freih  nutter 
having  occurred,  and  wishing  to  make  a  motion  before  he 
fat  down,  he  flioukl  beg  the.  patience  of  the  Honfe  for  a 
ihort  while.     He  was  never  long-winded,   as   the  Houfe 

knew. 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  3I3 

knew.  Aftdtum  in  parvo  was  die  maxim  he  wiftied  to  fol- 
low ;  and  if  unhappily  he  failed  in  that,  he  would  he  careful 
to  avoid  the  nihil  in  multo*  But,  befides  that  new  objections 
had  occurred  on  the  bill,  he  ihould  feel  a  fatisfa&ion  that 
he  had  oppofed  it  as  long  as  he  had  an  opportunity;  arid 
yet,  he  declared,  he  was  more  fearful  of  the  pernicious  ten- 
dency and  confequences  of  the  bill  than  even  of  the  bill 
itfelf: 

He  was  apprehenfire,  left   from  fo  fnccefsful  an  attach 
upon  the  fortifications,  the  citadel  itfelf  fliould  foon  be  for- 
ced to  furrender  upon  terms  not  the  moft  honourable  to  the 
nation.     To  be  plain,  he  thought  the  bill  was  founded  on 
principles  of  the  rnoft  flagrant  injuftice,  and  that  it  gave  a 
Aab  to  the  vitals  of  the  English  constitution  ;  and  when  he 
confidered  who  it  was  that  gave  the  wound,  he  was  ready  to 
cry  out,  Et  tu  Brute!  or,  to  change  claffical  for  fcriptural 
ground,  he  could  not  help  calling  to  mind  the  condufl  of 
Joab  to  Amafa,  when  he  took  him  by  the  beard  with  one 
hand,  whilft  with  the  other  he  thruft  a  dagger  into  his  heart. 
1  he  Cacred  penman  added,  •*  But  Amafa  was  not  aware  of 
the  fword  in  Joab's  hand."     Sir  Richard  faid,  tbat  after  an 
honourable  gentleman,  who  had  lately  fpoke,  had  produced 
fo  much  fcripture,  he  hoped  he  fliould  be  pardoned  for  hav- 
ing quoted  a   few   fen  fences  from  that  excellent   old  book 
called  the  Bible,  and  thought  it  was  no  bad  wifli  to  the 
Houfe,  that  they  might  he  better  acquainted  with  it  both 
in  theory  and  practice.     He  wilhed  not  to  bring  accu  fat  ions 
againA  any  man  ;  but  he  ventured  to  appeal  to  every  mem- 
ber in  that  aflembly,  whether,  if  the  bdl  had  been  brought 
in  hy  any  Adminiftration  whereof  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary of  the  whig  department,  did  not  make  a  part,   he 
would  not  before  this  time  have  been  calling  out  for  im- 
peachments, axes,  and  halters,  and  whether  he  would  not 
have  made  Weftrninfter  Hall,  Covent  Garden,  the  Shakef- 
peare  tavern,  and,  above  all,  the  walls  of  that  Houfe,  to 
ring  and  echo  with  the  danger  of  that  power  which  he  him- 
felf  was  now  about  to  put  into  the  Minifters.     But  who  was  ' 

now  theMimfter?  Ob!  tempera  nwtamur,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir  Richard  faid,  that  for  him  to  offer  a  gift  tb  one  whd 
had  the  whole  patronage  of  the  Eaft  at  his  command,  and 
who  hy  this  bill  was  made  greater,  not  than  this  or  that 
Nabob*  but  than  all  the  oriential  Nabobs  together,  would 
be  preemption  indeed ;  but  if  the  right  honourable  Secfe- 
taty  would  accept  fo  (mall  a  boon  as  a  new  motto  at  his 
bands,  it  Jhoold  be  the  following,  Non  fum  quatis  eram ;  .for 

he 
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be  was  fure  that  neither  falre  Jans  dire,  nor  dire  fans  faire, 
vfevc  at  all  applicable  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  prefect  inftance,  as  he  prevailed  as  well  in  the  loquetuh 
as  in  the  agendo;  fo  that  in  time,  both  Ajax  and  UlyfTes 
-  '  were  united.     And  that  it  might  ever  be  faid  of  him  as  it 

was  of  the  divine  poet,  Milton, 


"  Since  Nature  could  no  farther  go, 


"  To  make  a  third,  Ihe  join'd  the  other  two.19 

But  if,  as  a  worthy  gentleman  had  hinted,  in  a  former 
debate,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  fhould  indeed  lofe 
the  name  of  the  Man  of  the  People,  he  thought  the  fixteen 
new  Directors  and  their  fubs  might  properly  aflame  that  of 
the  People  of  the  Man. 

He  did  not  wifh  to  tire  the  Houfe  with  a  fecond  differ- 
tation  upon  optics,  but  he  could  not  help  mentioning  a  cir- 
cum  fiance  which  ft  ruck  him  a  few  days  ago  as  he  was  walk- 
ing along.  Palling  by  a  mathematical-inft  rumen  t  fhop,  he 
faw  the  pi&ure  bf  a  aiftorted  vifage,  which  he  could  hardly 
make  out^;  he  thought,  however,  it  might  reprefent  Britan- 
nia weeping.  He  had  the  curiofity  to  ftep  into  the  (hop,  and 
examined  it  through  another  glafs,  when,  to  his  furprife,  he 
found  it  to  be  a  laughing  man.  He  thought  with  himfelf, 
that  whilft  Britannia  weeps,  thofe  will  laugh  that  witv 

He  did  not  deny  but  fome  remedy  was  wanting  for  the 
diforders  which  prevailed  in  our  India  affairs ;  but  he  thought 
•corrections  and  alterations  fhould  be  tried  before  amputation 
had  been  fo  fuddenly  determined  on  ;  and  he  much  question- 
ed whether  prefcriptions  of  the  right  honourable  Galen,  and 
his  dearly  beloved  brother  Dodfcor  Sangrado,  would  be  effi- 
cacious towards  a  cure ;  though  he  doubted  not  both  the  one 
and  the  other  would  pocket  fome  good  fees  for  their  naufeous 
draught,  which  was  foon  expe&ed  to  operate  by  a  moft  vio- 
lent evacuation  on  the  whole  Court  of  Dire&ors.  Befides, 
it  was  agreed  on  all  hands  (he  fpoke  with  fubmiffion  to  the 
faculty)  that  where  feven  phyficians  and  nine  apothecaries 
toere  called  in,  as  a  worthy  member  of  that  Houfe  had  before 
fiiled  the  new  Diredtors  and  their  fubs,  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient was  at  hand.  He  meant  not  at  all  to  refledt  on  the  right 
honourable  Secretary's  Conge'  d'EHre,  much  lefs  on  the  Di- 
rectors who  were  nominated  by  virtue  of  that  C**ge  £Wbn\ 
on  the  contrary,  if  the  bill  muft  pafs,  he  congratulated  the 
Houfe  on  the  choice,  as  he  knew  there  were  among  them  men 
of  integrity,  men  of  fenfe,  and  men  of  bufinefs.    He  fhould, 

however, 


A;  1783.  DEBATES.  385 
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however,  be  impatient  to  hear  how  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  new  Direction  Board,  would  recbncile  this  bill 
with  his  proteft  againft  a  fibular  one  in  the  year  1773,  as  he 
thought,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  protefted  againft  that,  he 
inuft  foam  againft  this. 

Sir  Richard  then  faid,  he.  mud  beg  to  take  a  leap  back  to 
the  title  of  the  bill,  which  fets  forth,  that  it  is  "  A  bill  for 
veiling  the  affairs*  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  in  the  hands  of 
certain  Comrniffioners,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and 
the  Public." .  Let  us  now  fee,  faid  Sir  Richard;  how  this 
fpecious  title  agrees  with  the  real  fa£t. 

The  parties  fuppofed  to  be  benefited  ire,  the  Public  and 
the  Proprietors.  But  as  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  begged  by 
their  Counfel,  that  they  might  be  accufed ;  fo  both  the  Pub* 
lie  and  the  Proprietors  have  entreated,  that  they  might  not 
be  benefited.  k 

Perhaps  they  could  not  form  a  better  judgment  of  the  be- 
nefit which  the  public  think  they  are  to  derive  from  (his 
bill,  than  by  considering,  that  the  city  of  London  had  ac- 
tually petitioned  that  they  might  be  excluded  from  any  of 
tbefe  benefits.  And  with  regard  to  the  vox  populi,  or  the 
public  in  general,  we  could  not  look  without  doors,  without 
hearing  the  bill,  and  the  authors  of  it,  execrated  on  every 
fide:  and  this,  notwithstanding  a  tribe  of  hireling  newfpaper 
fcribblers  endeavoured  to  gull  the  world  into  a  belief,  that 
the  bill  was  both  popular  and  falutary.  One  Proprietor  in 
particular,  as  upright,  as  honeft,  as  independent  a  man  as 
ever  dignified  a  ftall  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  and  no  maa 
filled  it  with  a  better  grace,  was  fo  fearful  of  the  benefit 
which  might  accrue  to  his  4000].  India  flock  from  this  bill, 
that  he  addreffed  the  Houfe  againft  it,  with  a  feeling  and  a 
pathos  which,  Sir  Richard  faid,  he  hoped  Would  have  got,a 
dozen  votes  that  it  rmgjit  not  pafs. 

As  therefore  the  title  and  the  bill  were  at  fuch  irreconcile- 
able  variance,  that  there  was  no  forming  a  coalition  between 
therq,  (though  fome  gentlemen  might  think,  that  as  great 
contrarieties  in  nature  had  aforetime  coalefced)  he  fhould  beg 
leave  to  move,  that  if  the  bill  paffed  that  Houfe,  it  might  be 
printed  with  the  following  amended  title :  / 

"  A  bill  for  moft  unjuftly,  violently,  and  forcibly  wrefting 
the  affairs  of  the  Earl-India  Company  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  prefent  twenty-four  Directors,  and  for  placing  them  in 
the  hands  of  certain  new  Directors  and  their  fubs.  Alfo  for 
ftrengtheningthe  influence  of  his  Majefty's.  prefect  Minifters ; 
and  tor  Clearing  the  way  for  the  total  abolition  of  feveral 
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ufelefs  Charters,  yet  cxifting  in  this  kingdom  •,  and  for  af- 
fording  a  fpeedy  provifion  for  feveral  refpe&able  friends, 
jobbers  and  adherents  of  his  Maj fifty's  prefent  Minifters, 
which  friends,  jobbers,  and  adherents,  are  now  labouring 
under  the  moft  neceffitous  circumftances,  and  very  impor- 
tunate to  be  relieved."  ' 

He  had  only  to  add,  that  if  the  right  honourable  Secre- 
tary \F;>uld  confent  to  this  trifling  amendment  in  the  title 
of  the  bill,  which  he  thought  quite  fufficicnt,  to  make  it 
perfe&ly  confiftent  with  the  principle  of  the  bill  itfelf,  that 
he  would  not  only  divide  with  him  that  evening  upon  the 
queftion,  bift  fliotild  feel  the  higheft  fatisfa£tion  in  making 
one  of  his  fuite  when  he  carried  it  up  to  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal. 

Mr.  Adam*  ,  Mr.  jfrffim  would  not  trouble  himfelf  to  follow  Sir  R. 
Hill  and  Mr.  Scott  through  all  their  ieafonings:  he  was 
willing  to  content  hinlfelf  with  noticing,  a  few  of  the  ob- 
fcrvations  that  had  fallen  from  them.  He  endeavoured  to 
drmonftratc,  in  a  long  and  able  Ipeech,  that  the  bill  was 
not  univerfally  difliked  ;  that  it  was  touch  more  than  a  pal- 
liative ;  that  it  was  absolutely  neceflary  5  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  did  not  intend  to  govern ;  and  that  it  would  be 
infinitely  bettef  for  the  Company  that  the  direction  of  their 
affairs  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  Government.  He  adduced 
many  arguments  in  favour  of  thefe  pofitions.-— Mr.  Adam 
was  furprifed  at  the  charge  relative  to  the  newfpapers  being 
bought  ofr  by  Government :  he  bad  one  night  feen  an  ano- 
nymous handbill,  Hating  it  a  fa& ;  but  the  very  next  morn- 
ing he  found  a  complete  refutation  of  it  in  the  firft  newfpa* 
per  he  took  into  his  hands,  where  he  found  a  libel  on  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burke)  whofe  familj 
were  falfely  reprefented  to  have  25,000!.  from  Govern- 
ment ;  and  it  went  farther  to  ftate,  that  if  the  bill  Ihould 
pafs,  this  gentleman  would  get  a  great  deal  more  :  this  was 
calculated  to  infiuuate  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's fupport  of  the  bill  arofe  from  interefted  motives* 

Cord  Uul-       Lord  Afulgrave  made  feveral  pointed  obfervations  or  Mr. 

<***«•  Fox's  former  profeflions  of  attachment  to  the  liberty  aad 
interefts  of  the  people,  but  feemed  to  discover,  that  they 
had  now  taken  their  flight.  He  exclaimed  againft  the  un- 
due influence  the  Crown  was  likely  to  acquire  by  the  met* 
fure  before  them.  He  alfo  feemed  fatisficd  that  the.fevea 
new  Directors  were  not  by  any  means  equal  to  the  impor- 
tant taflc  of  governing  India.    Thole,  he  faid,  that  were 
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higheft  in  power  among  them,  were  the  leafl;  acquainted 
with  the  bufincfs  they  bad  undertaken.  His  Lordihip 
threw  out  feveral  fevere  reflexions  on  Mr.  Fox's  conduct  ; 
be  thought  his  greac  abilities  were  hurrying  him  oa  to  en-  \ 
Have  his  country.  It  might  be"  faid  of  him,  as  it  was  of 
Auguftus,  <(  Tt  had  been  well  had  he  never  been  born,  or 
had  he  never  died.'9  He  looked  upon  the  fituation  of  this 
country  as  being  extremely  critical  and  alarming;  and  ven- 
tured to  foretcL,  that  from  the  moment  that  the  prefent 
bill  pafled  into  a  lav,  Britifh  independence  and  freedom 
were  at  an  end* 

Mr.  Potvys  faid,  he  would  not  take  up  the  attention  of  Mr.Powrs. 
the  Houfe,  farther  than  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  the* 
meafure  which  gentlemen  were  purfuing  fo  inconfiderate- 
ly,  and  at  fo  great  a  hazard.     The  Miniilers,  he  found, 
were  nothing  more  than  common  men,  and  they  needed 
to  be  watched  clofely.     The  prefent  bill  bad  fully  convin- 
ced him  of  the  expediency  of  fuch  circumfpe&ion.     He 
beheld,  with  forrow,  the  disfranchifement  of  the  chartered 
rights   of  his  countrymen;  he   forefaw  the  anarchy  an<J 
miferv  into  which  the  nation  was  prefently  to  be  plunged: 
-—and  what  alarmed  and  di  ft  re  fled  him  beyond  all  thing* 
elfe  was,  he  perceived  that  he  and  many  of  the  indepen- 
dent members  of  that  Houfe  were  fpurned  and  trampled 
under  foot.     But  he  thought  that  was  but  a  poor  triumph 
to  their  adversaries.     He  could  not  fubmit  to  fuch  treatment 
without  exprefling  indignation ;  and  be  was  comforted  by 
the  confederation,  that  thofe  who  fufiered  the  fame  indig- 
nities with  him,  were  gentlemen  of  the  firft  reputation 
for  integrity  and  honour.     He  adverted  to  the  term  whicl^ 
bad  been  voted  for  the  continuation  of  the  power  of  the 
new  Dire&ors.    To  that  period  he  had  no  obje&ion  ;  but 
he  begged  to  know  how  the  power  of  nomination  was 
thereafter  to  belong.    He  held  up  the  fuperioi  Directors 
as  invefted  with  more  power  and  authority  than  they  knew 
how  to  ufe,  and  the  inferior  Dire&ors  were  beneath  all  con* 
fideration.     Their  authority  was  contemptible ;  it  was  but 
the  {hade  of  the  departed  honour  of  the  late  Direflois, 
and  in  every  re f peel  fo  infignificant,  and  carrying  about 
with  it  fuch  iignatures  of  infamy  and  difgrace,  that .  no 
one  of  that  defcription  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  proper  per- 
(on  for  being  admitted  to  the  honour  of  a  parliamentary 
feat.     Mr.  Fox,   he  faid,  had  deceived  him  exceedingly; 
his  profeflions  of  difintcreftednefs  aiid  zeal  for  the  public 
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good,  had  inclined  him  to  hope  for  meafures,  that  would 

1'uflify  his  profeflions ;  but  he  had   hoped  in  vain.    The 
lonourable  gentleman  (till  continued  to  avow  the  puritj 
of  his  principles,  and  to  bid  his  deluded  countrymen  trim 
to  his  fincerty ;  but  for  his  part,  he  was  not  to  be  caught 
by  his  fair  promifcs.     It  was  a  maxim  with  bim  to  judge 
by  meafures,  not.  by  men  ;  and  by  tbat  rule  he  meant  to 
try  all  the  abettors  of  the  prefent  eqormpus  bill.     This  bill 
aimed  a  mortal  blow  at  the  independence  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain;  they  might  dill 
retain  their  feats,  but  Treedom  of  fentinjent  and  fpeecb, 
the  glory  of  Englifhmen,  and  of  Engliih  niembers  of  Par- 
liament, was  no  more. 
Mr.  Fit.         Mr.  Fox  rofe,  not  fo  mucl)  to  remove  tlje  unfavourable 
opinions  gentlemen  had  of  his  conduct  as  aMinifter,  as  to 
wipe  off  the  infamy  and  reproach  they  had,  in  the  courfe 
of  that  debate,  been  pleafed  to  caft  upon  his  reputation  as 
a  man.      He  thought  he   had  been  very   unhandfomely 
treated.     It  was  not  enough  that  gentlemen  had  allowed 
v         him  no  goodnefs,  no  virtue,  no  merit  whatever ;  they  had 
afcribed  to  htm  many  pofitive  defeds,  and  had  exprefied 
their  malice,  for  he  would  call  it  nothing  but  malice,  with 
all  the  virulence  and  all  the  malignity  which  fancy  could 
invent.      There  was    one    circumftance    of   crimination 
which  he  took  exceedingly  ill.     An  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Powys)  had  charged  him  with  a  fpecies  of  delin- 
quency which  touched  his  feelings  more  than  any  other, 
becaufe  the  only  principle  from  which  it  could  flow,  was  a 
principle  the  moft  oppofite  of  all  others  to  thofe  by  which 
he  was  actuated.    That  gentleman  had  faid,  that  in  confi- 
dence of  the  great  majority  which  Minifters  had  in  that 
Houfe,  he   had   infulted   the  weaker  party— in   his  own 
words,  or  fomething  like  bis  own  words,  triumphed  over 
the  impotence  of  independent  members..    It  was,  he  faid^ 
s  a  cruel  infinuation;  and  it  was  as  unjuft  as  it  was  cruel. 
It  fuppofed  him  guilty  of  a  crime  which  he   never  was 
jrapable  of  conceiving  ;  and  it  plainly  declared,  that  all  his 
profeflions  of  candour^  of  difintereftednefs,  and  of  attach- 
riient;  to  the  facred  rights  of.  mankind,  were  nothing  but 
words,  delufive  words,   framed   for  fome  other  purpofe. 
He  de fired  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken 
of  him  with  fo  much  freedom,  might  be  allured  that  no 
cxpreflujns  that  had  ever  fallen  from  him,  ever  were  meant 
fp  him.'   He  did  not  know  that  ever  he  had  faid  any  thing 
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perfonal  ;  if  ever  he  did,  it  was  aimed  at  thofe  important 
members,  who  are  fo  fond  of  their  own  conceits,  and  who 
think  every  thing  they  utter  (hould  be  received  as  a  law. 
He  was  not  certain  that  he  had  not  fome  time  or  other 
fpoken  with  that  intention j  but  to  blame  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  feemed  fo  nmch  chagrined,  would  have 
been  among  the  laft  things  that  would  have  (truck  him. 
His  virtue,  his  patriotifm,  his  commendable  zeal,  all  cen- 
fpired  to  forbid  any  fuch  impeachment.  The  hbnourable 
Secretary  here  obierved,  that  gentlemen  had  that  night 
difcovered  uncommon  Warmth  in  the  caufe  they  were  en- 
gaged in.  They  had  been  very  earneft  to  thwart  and 
oppofe  his  wiihes.  They  had  alfo  {hewn  flu  11  in  the 
mode  of  their  attack  on  him  :  they  had  placed  a  learned 
and  eloquent  member  (Mr.  Scott)  in  front;  and  he  had 
certainly  acquitted  himfelf  ably.  But  he  was  not  yet 
overthrown ;  he  trufted  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  and 
the  fupport  of  his  friends  for  fuccefc.  A  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Mulgrave)  had  faid  much  on  the  imminent  danger 
that  had  been  brought  upon  the  State,  by  the  acceflion  af 
influence  which  the  Crown  was  about  to  receive.  That 
noble  Lord,  and  almoit  every  other  gentleman  that  had  fpo- 
ken, had  deprecated  that  influence,  and  at  the  fame  time  had' 
beheld  with  adoniihment  the  change  of  principles  which 
fenfibly  appeared  in  him  (Mr.  Fqx)  in  all  his  late  proceed- 
ings ;  out  he  would  eafily  fatisfy  them,  if  they  would  be 
fatisfied,  of  the  groundless  nature  of  their  fears  in  the  fir  ft 
inftance,  and  of  their  deception  in  the  other.  The  influ- 
ence they  fo  much  dread,  he  faid,  is  not  an  influence 
that  will  revert  to  the  crown  j  it  may  revert  to  the  crown  ; 
that  is  not  impoffible  ;  but  it  is  more  likely  to  return  to 
the  independent  members  of  this  Houfe;  to  thofe  very 
members,  with  grafping  at  whofe  indifputable  rights  I  am 
how  accufed — but  ftlfely  accufed.  Refpe&ing  the  change 
of  my  principles,  I  declare  that  I  am  fenfible  of  no  fuch 
Change;  there  is  none  fuch  has  taken  place  :  at  this  very 
moment  I  poflefs  the  fame  jealoufies  of  the  rights  of  the 
Parliament,  and  of  the  people ;  and  I  watch  with  the  fame  > 

cirfumfpe&ion  that  ever  I  did,  every  degree  of  undue  pa- 
tronage or  influence  which  the  Crown  may  acquire. 
When  I  went"  into  office,  the  power  of  the  Crown  had 
been  diminiihed ;  the  different  powers  in  the  State  were 
pretty  equally  poifed  i  that  was  a  ftatc  I  wifhed  to  fee 
*  them 
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them  in,,  and  it  is  a  ftate  that  they  fhall  always  continue 
in,  if  my  beft  exertions  can  effcft  tKat  defirable  obje<S. 
With  regard  to  the  bankruptcy  of  the  State,  the  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Scott)  who  has  faid  fo  much,  has  told  as 
that  the  (tatement  of  another  learned  gentleman,  who  is 
now  abfent,  was  fuch  and  fuch,  and  that  he  had  advanced 
fuch  (lubborn  fatts  that  nothing  could  refill  them.  Is  it 
fair  thus  to  combat  one  with  the  opinions  of  a  man  who  is 
not  here  to  give  his  reafons  ?  But  this  is  the  way,  the  un- 
fair way  by  which  I  am  attacked  ;  every  gentleman  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  has  fet  his  terrors  in  array  be- 
fore me  ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  terrified.  I  underftand  their 
terror  \  and  I  give  it  its  proper  appellative,  it  is  nothing 
but  envenomed  malice.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  his  bill 
bad  been  violently  oppofed  in  all  its  ftages  j  but  it  ftood  on 
fo  fecure  a  bafis,  and,  what  fome  gentlemen  might  won- 
der to  hear  him  fay,,  it  was  fo  popular,  that  he  would  not 
be  afraid  to  truft  its  ifTue  to  the  decifion  of  the  public. 
It  had  been  abfurdly  faid,  that  the  prefent  bills  both  in- 
creafed  and  decreafed  the  power  of  the  Crown.  In  God's 
name,  faid  he,  what  power  or  influence  docs  my  bill  take 
from  the  Crown  that  it  poflefled  before  ?  Or  what  power 
does  it  add  which  it  did  not  poffefs  before  ?  The  bill  takes 
no  influence  from  the  Crown  ;  but  it  adds  a  good  deal  to 
Parliament ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful  in  any  of  its  tendencies, 
it  is  parliamentary  duty  to  feleft  it  carefully,  and  to  try  to 
corre£t  its  defe&s.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  con- 
cluded .with  averting  the  rights  of  the  independent  mem- 
bers ;  and  with  declaring,  that  to  deprive  them  of  any> 
{houlcl  be  the  la  ft  a&ion  of  his  life. 

Mi.  Powys.  jvjr,  p0Wys  reminded  Mr.  Fox  of  fome  of  his  former 
declarations;  which  feemed  to  convey  the  idea  of  incon- 
fiitency  in  fome  of  his  a&ions. 

Mr.  Scott.  Mr.  Scott  defired  to  know  by  what  authority  he  was  fo 
fubjected  to  the  control  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  he  could  not 
deliver  his  fentiments  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  dc- 
bate,  as  he  himfelf  fhould  think  proper. 

Mr  Er»  ^r.  Er/kine  defired  to  know  of  Mr.  Scott,  in  what  part 

ine*  of  Mr.  Fbx's  fpcech  that  honourable  gentleman  had  at- 

tempted to  impofe  any  fuch  control  on  him. 

The  Right       The  right  honourable  JV*  Put  made  fome  remarks  on  the 

Hon.  Wir.  perfonal  charafter  and  political  connexions  of  Mr.  Fox. 

•      •     He  faid,  the  honourable  Secretary  made  his  powerful  and 

generous  connections  refponfible  for  all  his  actions.    He 

I  (hewed 
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fiiewed  to  Mr.  Powys  the  maimer  in  which  he  fuppofed 
Mr.  Fox  wiflied  to  treat  the  independent  members  of  Par-' 
liament.  He  bewailed,  in  very  lofty  drains,  the  deviation, 
the  very  remarkable  deviation,  the  partizans  of  a  late  noble 
Marquis  hid  made  from  his  upright  principles ;  and  he  pi- 
tied a  noble  Lord,  and  fome  others,  who  had  been  fo  incon- 
fiderate  as  to  embark  in  the  perilous  ocean  of  politics,  with 
men  who  were  likely  to  corrupt  them.  He  had  a  frefli 
touch  at  the  coalition,  and  prophefied,  in  very  pofitive 
terms,  of  the  diftftrous  events  which  the  event  of  that 
night's  debate  was  about  to  precipitate  on  the  nation. 

The  Attorney  General  reprehended  Mr.  Pitt  for  his  per-  Tbe  Attoc- 
fonality,  defended  the  bill  ftrcnuoufly,  and  argued  it  on  its  rey  *** 
feveral  grounds,,  nee,  flity,  influence,  and  expediency.  He 
declared  he  was  as  much  an  enemy  to  the  influence  of  the 
Cro*rn  as  ever,  and  faid,  if  the  new  influence,  fo  much 
complained  of  in  the  prefent  bill,  had  been  given  to  the 
Crown,  he  fhould  have  been  againft  it.  He  pafled  an  eu- 
logium  on  Mr.  Fox  ;  faid  that  he  did  not  care  a  ru(h  for  his 
office,  and  that  Mr.  Arden  (hould  have  it  the  next  day,  if 
it  were  not  that  his  holding  it  were  neteflary  for  the  f up- 
port  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  Be  urged  the  folly. of 
talking  of  the  facrednefs  of  chartered  rights,  when  fo  great 
an  objr£t  depended  on  their  violation,  and  afked  what  was 
the  confideration  of  a  charter  —  a  (kin  of  parchment,  with 
a  waxed  feal  at  the  corner  —  compared  to  the  happinefs 
of  thirty  millions  of  fubjeds,  and  the  prefervation  of  a 
mighty  empire  ? 

Mr.  Jrdcn  retorted  on  the  Attorney  General  for  his  re-  Mr.  Atitnd 
prchenfion  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  pcrfonality,  and  reminded  his 
learned  friend  of  his  having  faid  within  thofe  walls,  within 
a  very  few  months  part,  that  the  man  would  feal  hi6  own 
damnation,  who  fhould  give  a  vote  for  a  particular  queftion. 
before  the  Houfe  at  that  time.  Mr.  Arden  declared,  he  . 
bad  given  his  vote,  notwithstanding  his  learned  friend's 
anathema,  but  he  did  not  believe  he  had  incurred  the  peri- 
lous predicament  alluded!  to.  Mr.  Arden  told  his  learned 
friend  alfo  of  the  ftrong  and  pointed'  language  in  which  he 
had  been  ufed  to  fpeak  of  the  ]$rl  of  Shelburne.  After 
this  Mr.  Arden  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  arguments 
again  ft  the  bill,  and  produced  an  entry  of  a  debate,  upon 
the  inftitution  of  the  militia  in  former  times,  to  (hew  how 
analogous  the  language  about  the  influence  of  the  Crown,, 
then  held  by  the  King's  Solicitor,  was  to  tbat  now  held  on 

the 
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die  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  The  learned  gentleman  cxpa- 
jtiated  on  the  raft  effect  the  new  influence  might  have  on 
Mr.  Fox,  to  whom  he  was  at  prefent  ready  to  fubfcribe,  as 
a  man  ot  unmoved  integrity.  He  quoted  again  the  two 
lines  cited  from  Shakefpeare's  Julius  Csefar  by  Mr.  Scott, 
stad  added  the  fifteen  following :  . 


1 

>ii  He  would  be  crown 'd  *      * 

How  that  might  change  his  nature,  there's  the  queftioa. 
It  is  the  bright  day  that  brings  forth  the  adder  *. 
And  that  craves  wary  walking ,  crown  him  — -  that— 
And  then  I  grant  we  put  a  fting  rn  him, 
That  at  his  will  he  may  do  danger  with. 
Th*  abufe  of  greatnefs  is,  when  it  disjoins 
Remorfe  from  Power :  and,  to  fpeak  truth  of  Caefar, 
I  have  not  known  when  his  affections  fway'd 
More  than  his  reaibn.     But  'tis  a  common  proof, 
That  lowlinefs  is  young  ambition's  ladder, 
Whereto  the  climber  upwards  turns  his  face ; 
But  when  he  once  attains  the  upmoft  round,  , 

'  He  then  unto  the  ladder  turns  his  back ! 
Looks  in  the  clouds,  fcorniag  the  bafe  degrees 
By  which  he  did  afcend :  fo  Caefar  may: 
Then  left  he  may,  prevent       ■ 

m 

Mr.vWii.  Mr.  fVillcrforce  oppofed  the  hill,, and  attacked  Mr.  Fox, 
kcrforce.  •  charging  him  with  having  loft  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try hy  joining  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  concluded  his  fpeech  with  a  quotation  from 
Milton ;  that  paffage  in  which  the  fallen  fpirit  is  addreffed. 
IfeRSgHy.  Mr.  Rigby  faid,  he  had  neither  furni&ed  himfelf  with  a 
quotation  from  Milton,  or  a  quotation  from  Shakefpeare, 
which  he  had  not  expe&ed  to  have  met  with  in  that  day's 
debate ;  nor,  what  was  more  extraordinary,  had  he  expell- 
ed to  have  heard  a  quotation  from  fcripture  through  the 
mouth  of  a  lawyer ;  but  yet  he  had  furnifhed  himfelf  with 
~  a  few  arguments  in  defence  of  the  bill.  Mr.  ^tigby  theu, 
in  his  ufual,  plain,  manly,  common-fenfe  mode  of  rea- 
soning, proved  that  the  bill  was  every  way  juftifiablc.  He 
faid  he  had  been  on  a  Committee  of  Eaft-India  enquiry,  lo 
long  ago  as  the  year  ijjaj  that  at  that  time  they  faw 
enough  to  make  them  fhudder,  and  that  a  bill  of  Regulation 
was  brought  in  and  paflcd  the  next  year.  He  declared  he 
was  a  little  furp riled  how  thofe,  who  fupported  that  bill, 
could  have  the  inconfiftency  to  oppofe  this.  With  regaid 
to  all  that  had  been  faid  about  chartered  rights,  and  confif- 
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cation  of  property,  It'  rrtight  ferve  for  the  moment*,  but 
men  in  then-  fober  fenfes  nmft  regard  it  as  a  itftfe  bugbtai^ 
to  frighten  children.  The  charter  of  >hd  Cotftpiny  Wat 
violated  in  1 773,  land  fo  It  itfuftbe  tfg*in,  or  all  pretend 
to  reform:  ntuft  be  abandoned.  Mr.  'R<gby  declared,  he 
had  rather  have  wiihed  the  new  <  influence,  which  he  ac- 
knowledged ftiuft  indifpenfably  be  created,  hadbeeft  giittrf 
to  the  Crown  ;  but  he  was  periuaded  it**vas  firfie*  where  it 
was  lodged,  and  he  affigned  various  te&foflft  for  entertaining 
this  feqdinent.  •        ..•.,-♦.  >  ;;,.,. 

Mr.  JttikittfoH  infifted,   at' confiderablt  length,   on  the  *fr -J"*- 
obje&sortof  the  bill's  creating  a  new **iecuttve  government    m *' 
within  the  realm  Independent  of  the  Crown.    He  aifo  re- 
minded the  Houfe  that  the  bill  would  commit  this  coun- 
try for  all  the  debts  that  now  weie,  or  might  become  duo 
in  the  Baft*  J     * '  ■    •**•■*      '*     ■ '  '<*  •  *  »»' 

Mr.  Dundds  rofe  to  refdue^  hj*  bill  of  the  laft  year  from  Mr.  Dun* 
the  charge  alkdged  agaittft  h,  of  giving  Earl  Cornwallis  iu 
defpotic power,  bcca^tfce  Crown  had,  under  that  bttf^  a 
power  or  redd  atitf  pleafure. '  Mr.BunUte  Aid,  the  bill 
had  brought  him  u£  406  niilro  as  Wf  11  ill  *h*  honourable 
General  over  the  way  \  but  he'  came  determined  tooppofe' 
it  as  highly  unconstitutional ;  having  faid  this,  he  went  otter 
his  observations  of  Jaft1  week  again,' afed'iofifted  upon  it, 
that  th£  appointment'  of  a  Secretary  of'  State  for  the  EaJc 
Indies  would liavc  been  »ore  eligible.^  ;  ;<'<•'•<'  v' 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  u>  die  Lord  Advo&te,  #ent  through  Mr.  Sheri* 
the  principal  parts  of  U*  bill  Of  laft  *yeac*  with  him,  anil  **• 
contended;  that  the  deipotifm  it  doatbed  Lont'CbrnwaUis 
with  was  fo'  plain  and  oilpable,  tfet  he  ^latfed  tte  won* 
dered  hpw  the  learned  gcmleinan'ffouldlufephis  counter 
nance  when  he  feriouflv  infilled  upon  it,  that  Ms  bill*  waa 
not  equally  dangewusJ >i&<  point of  4Mfejtif^infhienceand 
arbitrary  power,  and  in  regatta 'ittlfafiOrf  of  chartered 
rights,'  with  that  ofl  bis  right  hontfurattferfri&d*  It  was  in 
fadf  iMrMfflMiidan  laid,  ten  times  more  to,  ;and  that  ff  H 
had  no*  been  fa  late  *n  1tbuf  of)  the'nfgh*,  be  would Itheta 
hanrt  praoettied  to?  trfovi  it  was  fo. :  Tbi*  fcrious  part  of 
his  argument  over, '  Mr,  Sheridan  came  to  tfifc  Vatote  pteafirife 
part,  an*  tpdfc  up  the  fottal .  auOtUtipns  of '  Mr.  Wilbey* 
force, -MrC  Ardtiv,and  'Mr/Scwt,  foHiAg  tbem  caclr^ft 
their  dwfll  weapons,  and  eittag,  vaith  tHri-wflft  happy  eafl 
and  fORaftnefii,:pafia|pes  (from  tlflfeflrtfUt  ftm£fftgt#c!Mt 
controverted  their  quotation,  and  told  ftropgly  for  the  bill. 

Vol,  XII.  Sec  He 


I 
/ 


J94  PAR,HAME*ITACILY  A.  1783. 

He  quoted  tt**ee  taoreve*^  ftti^^e:fltvefouent,%y  wh^ 
}fC  iMetutiOffbofed  the  beaft  with  feytm  beads,  with  croons 
to?  then*,  into  feMen  angel*,  cloftthed  in  pftcerond  white 
Kgra,  Ofe  Jide  *f  the  Hottfe  irerc  extremely  entertained 
#}th  the  t«U»s  «tr„  ffberidap  g^,wb*t  be  qooted. 

cirOeorge  .  &* <W^  J??*^^,  b&.fboold  vote  againft  rib*,  toll; 

Hovari.  V^tdenlMed^is  be  w*$  *  ml*  of  honour,  from  no  other 
moHic*  thttt  &om,  npt  being  pbio  to  recencik  bjiafelf  to 
^.pnRcipfe«£  ftbcibUU  .  ,.  ,    • 

$ir  Cecil      ' '  Sir  Cecil  fVray  obferved,  that  he  bad  been  many  yean  in 

WH*    v  ftj-itoiq*,  *g*i  h»44*ft  nwop  b?*  ***<Wes,  ytft  tbafr  ail 

"*    4  thtfe  together  bi4  n*  tmpreffed  hv  xmi  with  thefeorror 

tbttJto prefcnfc«Mci6if» did*  he  tb*r  afore Aboogbtrbecould 

art  onftrfer  :*o  Jtj*  ttonftttftntt*  *od.jtfae  poUie,  if  be  did 

N  not  make  bitfytt  *odt  -open  portcft  sttifeft  *  a&tbfnie  the 

Qioft  defpotic  to  the  chartered  rights  of  the  ConfaBY*  and 
;-  febrtefite  ft£  tfcfc  <*p<tifi*ton*Jy» ./neb  an  inundation  of 
.  •  •'  ttittopt  ioflueitfeatftf  oiWptctfiwitr  fwxbrtc 

Jffuchj  be  ibkb  JM  boeglnrttfiawi  of  defertere  from 
«Mi^l>)t>bAU|r)M^9'MnkcAn)OOl^  thaA-defeitm*  be 
Mid /indeed  left  the  rptrty,  a*d  gkted  in  iavirig  dooe  fa, 
bl&jH  was  bflpnife  the  party  fhnd'  dotted  from  ift*  prin- 
ciples. *?  /.:.!;  *>  «i  . 

;j|c  obfcrtad*  tfcafcho  hod.  oftew  fbnftht  under  thdfrbas* 
Ifert,  in  defeo**  <tf>  t)w  chartered,  righto-  of  the  ?top]e, 
by  their  arguments  he  rbfrd*>ppoftd  tbfc  reflation  a£  the 
. ;.-  .,  v,  ]tyta*£bt**r,  )Hc  ludl  aUb-tik  *7tei  done  the  Curie  in 
'"  tim.a^^d»hr/t)ie.Itfditi).C<»tn4)«^,;end  thofcgfct  it  bard 
tlttt  hc^ttUi&tfc  b*H«&»a  bjuifckijfc:  varfy  soda  tb  gate  his 
agent  W,tbe'apfefedt,  bHI*  idoqikdbon  eadfcly  the  ftmr 
prineipjev^  *to^to<vhic^  bad 

gftj£&hfajdsfiRnfe  tp<  i-i^i  1  j  *  .r.Mi  vDuf>fT'     -  ■ 
:  ;:Hro.Iift;thjA;^ap6  ht^dojertrid  'a^jpaatrj,'-ttrfrasthe 
tsm  dfcfentcd.iarpwrioipldti}   •>-,  ii,  hm.   fu. 
/•;  Hktlisn  fasA  Wort*  ttmio  fluent  be  bod  tee*  oaQtd  on 
tb  ft**i  tbi^b^A  been-doac.  :bp  rqiing  ftrttwiftaaMDtf  of 
lltfHoiifetr  b#  spitittftflng -thodtoard  of  TraAvflnard  of 
£rten  Ctafh*  ^  :&th^  piaoes  .^ckitbe  bBbuoi:^feaA 
iQflftife'f  5«*gb)  %ad  ftr*(Uattfiifififl]r  ro^ 
i|M<Wcd^^<nol»fl^lihOiAo»rdibf  qTrafajT  fektfat* 
JtafUf  fivftra^alof  ^  w«bft  Jkinc^  brcAnfc**ccotw 

tft^^^Mtri&wOd  «n«o.  w*ntj;»dl:eogaboUr  bffcdia- 
Wtefei-iflML'  fcon^oin  f^^e^cb^c  kjf&omp  to 

kf4i<i  »>/u  lot  yiga^^i  t:oi  Lirr  faoiiLjv.^;.-/i;  ;  .*;.     •   tkt 
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the  Bflhii'ftc'r,  tfiat  afl  fbtute  efforts  to  *em  "tlfc  arbitrary 
a&s  of  power  in  Patllapient  would  be  quite  impraflacafeW,         *•"  ' 
and  the  attempt  ridicuhms;     Hare  I  in  thfor  (fiy*  k*)  4tf~- 
ferted  my  party,  or  has  the  party  deferred  itb  principle*  ft 

He  had  had  hqpesf  that  the  trill'  would  bis  ftdpped  kK&b 
other  Hotife,  when  he  few  if  brought  in  by  one,  and'  to  be 
executed  >y  another,  whofe  prottfts,  on  a  former  occaftofl, 
had  been  A>  pointed  afeairtft  its  principles?  one  hop*' he 
had  left,  liitf  Majefty;  from  his  paternal  care  of  his  peopled 
liberties  and  properties,  might  ftill  e£fa£t  it?  btoe  preroga- 
tive of  the  &own  (till,  remained  indifputable— »— its  itera- 
tive. This  he  fincerety  hoped,  and  would  Join  with  afcy 
perfons  in  beseeching.  I  wjll  conludt,  (firy^heY  with  the 
words  of  itf  author,  when  ^rtfttments  are  -  decilitre  on  *he 
other  fcfc  of  the  Hduft,  "  The  e*iftence  oi  the  Kifrifc 
negative;  ari  irf<Jifpiited  prerogative,  which  e*tertds:  ffrjtfl 
cafes  wfatfoettr,'  may  be  the  meatii  of  p*efervftg  Afc 
Conftitution  itfelf,  on. an  octafion  worthy  of  bring&g  it  .  A  ^M 
forth.*  7?his,  ,8rrj  is  thatoccafion,  the  liberties  and  pro-i  .  ,  ,,'V 
parties  of  the  people.  The  fex{ftence  of  the  Conftitution 
(khund  it.  But  ffhould  his1  Majefty  give  his  afient,  (b 
fflttdi *ftitt"I  tmnk  the  ruin  to  be  compieat,  thit  though- 1 
ftatl  ever  thinWlt.my>duty;to:  obey  the  inftru&ions  ef  my 
conftituenttj  yet,  wtien  left  to .  ihyfcff,  Iflwll  fcffiettmidi  .. 
come  dottrhtb  debate  a  ttifhprfce  bill,  but  fhaH  kwteOf  , 
-take  the  trouble  to  give  anyftrtber  inefiettuaf  oppofitibn, 
till  the  people,  arottfed  front,  their  prefeht  fethflrgyfr  Aih 
fin*  it  neccflkry  to  tojly  a  dtrifive  remedy.'       ""  •♦ 

The  tfojijfe  growing;  extremely  clamorodr,  atidcatftog 
for  tb<«j  ijudftrdn  fo  vocifetoufly,  tha^t  Sir  Wakhi  Lewef* 
who  wg&dpph  Ms  leg*,  could  icarcclf  be  hxL*td\<  Mi\  Al- 
dernfan  Towriflvertd  i ofe,  an^  fpoke  to  oitftfr.  He*  ealtttd 
upon  the  Speakbr  to  enforcfc  itgtdaritjt,  and  ckctered;  If 
he  had  nbt  authprity  enougih'to  kefcp  the  afl&tbty  in  o*dk¥T 
fo  that  eviry  member  rtgit'tit  hliird9 -tftaa'Hotfb  Would 
be  a  mob,  aftd  not  a  Parfiainenir.  . 

The  S&utier  fofe  to  defin*  the  Houfe  wduM'te  orderly,  The  $*«*•; 
and  dec&red,  that  if  gj-ttrtethen  imagined!  by-  creifft^»  fe  «*• 
confufion  ind'  clamouring  for  the  qpeftioh,  'the?  *8id& 
Ihortth  t$£ 'dfcbite,  his  Icnj £  experience  tr*  FW&m*it, 
and  htf  ^qiiilr^ee  trhft  the  efett  fuch  c6dt!tf <nm' gene- 
rally phiiSfci;  eriaWe*  hiin  to  ^ore  them,  that  they  took 
rtc  moil  urttitely  way  fa  the  world  to  attain  tbrfr1  end; 

Eee*  -    J&t 
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Sir  Watkinv  M  W*tk*l  £«**  wa*  *hf*  ^{Mf*  *  ft*  *<*»#•  dif- 

L«w«.      .tin&ly,  hufr.the  c/jy  for  the  quclhon  bef  ominj^aeajn  pre- 

nlent*  Mr.  )4Wenwi»  1  o^nuSeuiJ  once  mote  jdfe.  up  to 

infifton  on}e,j>A    lift  ijaid,  t&e.quajliou  was  one  of:  ^tc  mod 

:ifl)por^jo.  $£  Suit  that  iver-came  wider  the ir  cogui- 

#&acq,f  and^rthat  the  m9dc,  of  .endeavouring  to  fmotner  it 

t was  worthy  of  the,.meafure,,but  that  the  pUrpofe  of  the 

Oth*r.$d£^he  Uoufe  ftiould  aipt  be  arifwered.'t)iat  w^y, 

Jfor  he  woutfV  (lt.  there  till  that  day  fortnight*  .{boner  than 

.fubrnit  to  fuch:arr attempt :toilcfeatdifcufi^on.     He  added, 

.t^at  feverai  ,v$ry: .  refpe^able-igentJcBaen  wifhed.t©  offer 

their  opinions  upon  the  .bill,  and  tfysy  ought  to  b*  heard. 

,Sfr  Watjtf  n  Xewe*  ^hen  proceeded  to  Hate  his  objections 

to,  t be  bill,;  and  declared  that, bis  oonflituents,  In  common 

<hal\  ^flcg>blpd,  had  ^inftruded  him  to  pp pole  it*    lie  (bouid 

j  therefore  jutt  difcharge  hii  dijt'y, *?  H*cm>  n  .he.  4*4  nc* 

:|pye  bi«  negative  to   the  njptioji  jfo*.  reading .  j£  ,a  third 

,pufly.  He,  contended,  tba^t,  fince  the  bill  cam*  into  the 
■Houfc,*  the  grounds  of  it  had  been  Ihifted  'repeatedly. 
That  one  day  it  was  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Eaft*tn<fia. Com- 
pany, another  day  it  .was  t^ix, temporary  4w'rjei$a  ano- 
ther day  again  it  wa?  ibme^hingi  elfe«.and.  thus  the 
ground  was  taken  and  aban4wejl,  ^changed  an.fi  changed 
,again  ;  now  here,  now  thereat;  one  time  jn  fight,  at  ano- 
Jher  ^chindtbe  hedge,  till-afc '  lajt  it  was  not  to  be  traced 
any  where.     It  was  laid,  $nat  the  .EaiUndia. Qornpany 

.  owed  Government  mone,y,  and  therefore  thejr  charter' was 
,to  be  fejzed-onj  was  that  a  fufficicnt  pica?  Ha(J  nottJo- 
.vernmentr  abundantly  napre  than  the  value  of  the  .debt  un- 

s  der  locl^  find  key  J  Would ;  not  a  pawnbroker  lend  the  mo 
:liey  the^Cpppanv  owed  and  .tinted,"  on  tTie>  fame  or  a 
worfe  fcqurity?  who  was  it  prayed  for  the  interference 
of  Parliament,  the  Proprietors  o(  Eaft-Indiajtock?  No. 
They  de fired  no  aid  on  .it&ch  conditions.  ■  Was  ir 
-    the  creditors  of  the  Gompany  ?  No.     They  had  much 

.  rather  leave  their  fecurity  in  the  hands  of  (hi.  Company. 
ilTpon  tbefe  queftions  he  built  feveral  argujriei^ts  againft 
.the  bill, , and!  Ridiculed  the  idea  of  bieaking  through  a/char- 
.tar  fo  wantonly,  declaring,  "that  if  !the  prcJcnt  bill  pa^ed, 
ghe  fhould  $fit  wonde  r  to  fee  a  fpropofition;  brought  fprvrard 
next  year  to  put  the  Crown  in  i^mmiffio^tm.fo^.a'cojnmtf- 
:fion  of  that  tort  would  not  be  more  unconstitutional  than 
the  other.    The  Alderman  was  extremely  fevere  on  the 

Attorney 
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Attorney  Geneial  for  Having,  talked  Ughtfy.  about  charter** 
and  faid,  that' a  piece  of  parchment  was  not  to  he  regard- 
ed, as  a  matter  the  more  facred,  merely  becanie  it  had  a 
large  feal  hanging  to  it,  in  c*fcs  where  State  neceflity  re- 
laired  that  it  lhoukl  be  abjeoguted.  Such  language,  he 
feid,  (ro.ni.  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown  was  tp  xhe  laft  dc*» 
grec  alarming.  To  what  foutce  of  fecurity  were  they 
to  look,  if  charters  fblemnly  granted  arid  ratified  were  to 
be  thus  treated,  and.  by.  his  Majeily's  Attorney  General. 
1  le  alfo  took  notice  of  the*  Lords'  proteits,  declaring  that 
the  f Up  trior  Houle  of  Parliament  had  recorded  their  opU 
nion  of  all  fuch  bills  as  the  prcfent.-  :    • 

He  was  called  to  order  for  ufing  the. word  fuperior, 
and  informed  from  th$*  chair,  that  it  waa  .extremely  difbr- 
derly  for  any  member  of  that  Houfe  to  #ate  either  of  the 
three,  branches  of  the  Legiflature  as  fuperior  to  the  others. 
Upori  this  he  retained  his  argument,  and  faid,  he  only 
meant  to  fpeak  his  opinion  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  other  Houfe,  of  Recording  their  fentimehts  upon  any 
mcafure  to  poflcrity,  and  declared,  that  .calling  tne  pro- 
t£ft.s  of  the  Lords  on  the  bill  of  1773,  political  ,libeU, 
was  in  his  mind  a  very  indecent  ptcfumption. 

•Mr.  Alderman  Sazvitriiife  faid,  he  had  given  two  votes  in  Mr  A'4« 
fupport  q(t  the  bill,  becaufe  he  in  his  confciencc  approved  SawlwirfKc- 
of  the  meafure  ;  he  bad  iince  been  iufiructed  by  his  coi>- 
Uituents  to  oppofe   it,  and  .as  he   always  thought  it  his 
duty  to  obey  their  iuftru&Ipn$,.  he  mould  .do  it  in  this  in- 
franco,  and  .vote,  in  a  manner  different  from  that  in  which 
he  had  before  voted.     As  his  conftituents  however  bail 
not  at  the  fame  time  furnifhed  him  with  any  arguments 
againft  t^e  bill,  or  thrown  any  new  lights  upon  it,  fo  as 
to  induce  him  to  alter,  his  opirjion  of  it,  he  fliould  fay  no- 
thing in  its  favour.     A  filent  vote,  therefore,  was  all  that , 
could  be  expected  of  him,  syid  that  he  fliould,  in  obedi- 
ence to'the.ipftrucliQnsrbfriHis  constituents,  .-certainly  give 
againft  it  being  read..'* .third  .time.  t   — 

The  cry  of  queih'on !  queftion!  was  now  again  ex- 
tremely loud,  when  Sir  Rlbcrt  Harries  rpfe  and  begged  to 
J>e  heard,  as  he  wifhed  to  ftaie  a  few  rcafons  for  the  yo^e 
be  .meant  to  give.  jSir  Robert  .faid,  his  reafons  were 
Three  fold.  Firft,  he.  would  (late  them  as  a  Pre  prhtor  o£ 
India  (lock,  apd  what  was  more  unfortunate  for  him,  as 
an,  old  Proprietor.  Next,  as  a  merchant;  and,  laft  of 
at),  as  a  politician,  for  every  man  ia  this  country  was*  and 

"*,"■'  *  had 
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ftacf  a  right  to  be,  a  politican.  Sir  Robeit  tnen  Hated, 
that  he  had  bought  India  ftock  in  1772,  and  appealed  to 
the  nOble'JLord*  in-  the  blue  ribband,  whether  lie  hachnot  at 
that*  time  been  particularly  engaged  in  the  concerns  of  the 
Company.  From  this,  he  proceeded  to  complain  of  the 
ill  corrftituted  adminiftration  of  the  Company's  affair*,  as 
it  had  ftood  hitherto,  and  was  jgoing  much  at  large  into 
that  confidlrajtion,  when  the  Houfe  again  loudly  eapref- 
>tfng  their  impatience  for  the  queftion,  Sir  Robert  faid, 
though  he  had  not  near  done,  he  would  fit  down  to  gratify 
their  defire  to  end'  the  debate. 
Sir  Robert.  Sir  Robert  Smyth  rofe,  and  obtained  the  attention  of  the 
to3rlh#  Houfe,  upon  his  declaring  that  he  would  take  up  but  a 
ftw  moments  of  their  time.  Sir  Robert  then  went  into  a 
ftatement  of  his  reafons  for  dr&pproving  of  the  bill. 
Among  others,  he  declared,  that  the  deftroying  the  char- 
ter of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  abolifhmg  tne  Court 
of  Dire£h>rsf  upon  the  alledged  delinquency  of  fome  of 
the  Qompany*s  iervants  abroad,  ftmck  him  to  be  foil  as 
prepofterous  a  meafure,  as  if  that  Houfe,  inftead  of  a 
late  expulfion  of  one  of  their  members,  had  proceeded  to 
(Usfranchife  the  borough  of  Heydon,  on  account  of  the 
criminal  condu&  of  its  representative:  Sir  Robert  added 
a  variety  of  aVgnments  to  jnftify  his  oppofition  to  the  bill; 
but  finding  the  impatience  of  the  Houfe  for  the  queftioa 
to  iocreafc,.  he  clofed  his  fpeech,  with  (bine  emphatical 
expreffions  of  the  conferences  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  dif- 
gr^ce  it  would  email  on  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
who  introduced  it,  and  011  that  Houfe  for  having  blindly 
adopted  it. 

The  Speaker  was  again  prAceedirfg  to  put  the  qtlpftfefl, 
and  the  gallery  was  actually  cleared  of  ftrangers,  when 
Mi.  Had.  Mr.  Fiwt  rofe,  and  in  complinient  to  hnti  as  a  new 
mem^r,  and  as  a  r^eaker  of  great  expectation,  jprofound 
titchce  prevailed  dire&ly,  and  he  was  Hftened  to  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  with  the  utmoft  attention.  Mr.  Flout  be- 
gap  with  apologizing  for  venturing;  totally  unatqmainted 
as^c  was  with  the  fubjefl:  of  Indian  concerns,  nor  hit-, 
iftg  read  the  Reports  on  the  tiMe,  and  knowing'  xttfaioft 
ortheir  contents' than  he  had  heard  at  a  diftance,  tb  de- 
liver any  opinion  upon  a  bill  fo  important  as  that  ttnder 
confideration.  He  thought  it,  however,  an  ffldifpwftbk 
aft  of  parliamentary  duty  to'  fay  fomething  upon  the  « 


fion,  and  when  he  did  fo,  hi  begged  the  Houfe  to  gite 
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him  credit  foe  ipeaking  his  fentiments  impartially.    H* 
was  connected  with  no  party,  and  cqtaUy  unacquainted 
with  Adminiftration  or  opposition,,  though  he  entertained 
the  rooft  profound  refpeft  and  veneration  for  many  gentle* 
men  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  wbofe  ch^ra&ers  were 
juitly  entitled  to  his  efteem,  as  they  had  long.,  fince  oh* 
tained  the  efteem  of  the  public.    He 'declared*  he  had 
anxioufly  defired  to  be  prefent  before. a  meafrre  of  fiicll 
magnitude  had  entirely  pailed  that  Honie,  and  when  he 
afiure^  the  Speaker  that  he  had  been,  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  Dublin  on  Wednesday  laft,  he  trufted,  that 
it  would  be  admitted,  that  he  4}ad  been  a*  expeditious  as 
poffiblc,  in  order  by  that  time -to  teach  the  Houie  in  which 
be  had  the  honour  to  ftaiuL    Alter   wort  'introdu&ory 
matter,  Mr.  Flood  went  into  a  feriesof  general  remark* 
on  the  bill  under  coufideration*  '  He  faid,  it  4ouM  not  be 
exposed,   after  his  acknowleged  want   of  acquaintance 
with  the  fubje&,  that  he  (hould  eater  into  the  particulars 
of  the  fyftem  propofed  by  the  bill  for  the  future  govern* 
ment  of  India.    He  thought,  however,  that  a  meafifre  of 
fuch  ferious  importance  ought  not  on  any  account  to  be 
precipitated,  for  fear,  that  inftcad  of  proving  an  adequate 
recovery,  it  (houl^  tend  to  inc*eafc  toe  grievance  it  was 
profciftd  to  be  intended  to  cure,    lie  tuged  the  novelty  of 
the  plan,  the  great  and  extenfive  operation  of  it,  and  the 
violent  effieft  it  would  acccflarily  produce,  in  fupport  of 
this  affertion.    Chartered  rights  ouoht  undoubtedly  to  be 
held  facred,  and  never  to  be  meddled  with  but  on   the 
moft  urgent  and  prd&ng  neceffity.     By  what  he  had  learnt 
iu  the  courfe  of  the  day*  the  cpnfufum  in  the  fiaft-tndin 
CoRipaoj^s  afairs  began  with  the  mterpofition  of  Parlia- 
ment.   The  bill  of  177J  was  intended  a*  a  regulation  of 
the  Company,  and  that  bill  appeared  to  have  been  the 
tattle;  of  much  d  if  order  and  di&refs*    Ought  ppt  the  Houfe 
therefore,  hawng  before  its  eyes  the  enls.  occasioned  by 
hA^tfng  once  interpofed,  to  take,  warning  and  avoid  the  ftiljl 
greater  s»ife  that  might  follow  their  interpofiiig  again.? 
Charters,  /he  *epe>tcd  it,  ought  to  be  held  facred  j  thev 
plight  bt  regulated*  but;  they  pgght  not  to  be  4eil}oli<hed» 
It  was  a  rule  with  him  to  frfat  .public  bodies  with  reijpeA;     * 
and  especially  great  Companies,  who  had  abundant  mtfrit* 
and  hail  done  their  country  feveral  effimtial  Cervices.    It 
had,  howevsj,  beep  (aid,  that  neceflity  juftified  the  demo- 
lition 
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Htlon  of  the  Company^  cRartcr  in  the  prefent  Inftance. 
That  neceffity  neverthelefs  yet  remained  to  be  proved. 
The  £xercife  of  power  ought  always  to  be  govehied  by 
difcretion,  by  what  the 'lawyers  caHed  a  found  difcretion. 
It  was  neither  decent  nor  wife  to  proceed  to  dhrfranchife 
the  Earl-India  Company,  and  to  aifume  the  direction  ami 
government  of  their  territorial  acquifitions  with  precipita- 
tion.    He  had  always  beeri  accuitomed  to  hear  a  great 
chara&er  of  Mr.  Haftings,-  and  to  confider  him  as  a  man 
of  a  good  heart,  a  found  underilanding,  and  -as  £  man 
hot  addi&ed  to'  rapacity.     A  plan  therefore  that  went  to 
difpofTefs  Mr.Haflingsof  the  -Governor  Gcrieralfliip  of  In- 
dia, did  not  Come:  recommended   to  him  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner.     The  bill  feemed  aHb  td  be  qudtionable  on  other 
grounds.  •    It  was  to  contirihe  for  four  years:     Did  the 
right  honourable. Secretary  intend  to  make  the  fyftcm  per- 
manent, or  was  it  to  laft  no  longer  than  the  four  years  ? 
Before  a  new  fyftem  was -adopted,  and  that  fuch  as  was 
declared  -by  -many  perfons  not  to  be  con(litutiona1t  the 
Houfe   ought-  to   be  pretty    certain    that    it  wouW  an* 
fwer  the  end  propofed.     Could  the  right  honourable  Sec- 
retary fa/j  that  at  four  years  end  it  -would  have  done  any 
'good?  If  he  could  not;  he  had  better ^iot  try  the  experi- 
ment, notwithstanding  the*  large  majority    at  *  his   back. 
Having  put  this   qucftkm   ftrongly,  Mr.   Flood   touched 
1  iipon  feferal  parts  of  the  bill.     He  faid,  it  (truck  him,  as 
either  conveying  a  great  additional  influence  to  the  Crown, 
Y>t  lodging  influence  in  hands  where  it  would   be  more 
dangerous,  in'proportion-  as  it  was  more  unconftitntibnal, 
With  regardto;the  fixteen  Direftb/s,  who  were  to  manage 
the  Company  affairs  in  future,  he  made  no  fcfuple  to 
fay,  he  ttad  cver^  poffibfe  good  opinion  of  thetv  integrity, 
and  fhe'bther  parts  of  therr  charader ;:  but  ^<ecQ  tbef  at* 
tentive'of  btffinefs,  men  conversant  in  the  afoiw  of  todw, 
and  likely  to^coflduft  the  concerns  of  the  Gotnpanvjn  a 
fetter  manner  tban  the  Dire&ors  bad  dQne/hlt«e*toJ<The 
nine' Affiftant  Direftofs  htfd  all  been,  he  underfrood,  -for* 
merly  employed  in  the  bufiffiffe  of  the  Company,  and  two 
tVf  the  fevcm t>Wtatots  !«d*<<eW*in  tha*  capacity  Kkevifc, 
x     .  buttle  other -five  had  not.  "Ttts,  therefore,  did  not  ap- 
pear tobini  as  a  prefage  of  the  bufinefa  of  the  Company 
"being  likely  to  be*  better  carried  on  in  future  than  it  bad 
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been*  And  why  take  the  management  of  their  affairs 
out  of  the  Company's  hands  ?  Property  was  univerfally' 
admitted  to  be  the  beft  ground  of  legiflation.  Hence  the 
Company  were  entitled  to  legiflate  their  own  concerns,  be- 
caufe  they  would  undoubtedly  legiflate  them  the  beft.  The 
Commiffioners,  authorifed  by  the  bill,  he  compared  to  the 
Roman  Decemviri,  and  (hewed  how  fatal  the  eftabliih- 
xnent  of  thofe  Decemviri  had  proved  to  Rome.  He  ex- 
patiated on  the  danger  of  fo  far  weakening  the  prerogative 
or  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  as  to  fit  up  an  ariftocracy 
fufficiently  powerful  to  keep  the  Crowh  in  fubje&ion.  •  He 
faid,  he  feared  the  Board  of  Seven  was  to  be  like  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  or  the  Board  of  Treafury,  or  the 
Board  of  Trade,  where  one  man  was  to  have  all  the 
power,  and  the  reft  of  the  Dire&ors  to  be  but  cyphers* 
He  obferved,  that  by  the  bill,  three  of  the  Dire&ors  were 
to  be  a  quorum ;  a  circumftance  which  tended  to  confirm: 
him  in  the  fufpicion  he,  had  juft  hinted  at.  Thus  three 
would  govern  the  majority  of  four.  After  a  variety  of  re- 
marks, delivered  with  great  corre&nefs  of  phrafe,  xbut  in 
a  more  deliberate  and  fententious  way  than  is  much  the 
cuftom  of  our  parliamentary  fpeakers,  Mr.  Flood  con- 
cluded with  more  apologies  for  having  prefumed  to  fay  fo 
much,  and  declaring,  that  under  all  the  circum (lances  of 
the  cafe,  he  could  nor  think  of  voting  foi  the  third  read* 
ing  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,   he  was  afFe&ed   beyond  meafore,  Mr.  Cow- 
when  the' honourable  gentleman  rofe  up  to  fpeak,  as  he  te**?a 
had  often  admired  the  aftoniihing  ejfccls  of  his  rapid  and 
impetuous  eloquence.     Like  Felix,  when  Paul  preached, 
he  trembled,  and  was  apprehenfive  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  have  perfuaded  him  to  give  his  vote  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  bill,  notwithftanding  his  determination  to  the 
j  contrary.    But   his  terrors   foon  fubfided,  when  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  candidly  declared  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  important  fubjeft  of  debate  \  and  indeed  he  proved  the 
fincerity  of  his  profeflions  by  the  very  jet  of  his  argument. 
The  honourable  gentleman  owned  that  be  had  been  in  tb^ 
Irifli  Hottfe  of  Commons  laft  Wedriefday,  difpbying  (no 
doubt)  his  elocution  in  bis  ufual  manner,  and  receiving 
the  applaufes  of   hxs  aftoniihed  audience:  He  had  then., 
crofled  the  feas  atid  mountains  with  precipitation,  took  his 
feat,  confefied  .his  ignorance  of  the  fubje&,  and  then  ac- 
cufed  the  Houfe  of  precipitation  for  having  pafhed  on  % 
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bifl  to  tbe .  third  reading,  ra(My,  unconftitutiowdly,  aod 
unadvifedly,  after  a  fortnights  debate,  when  every  p»f- 
'    fibfe  argument  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion  had  been  dif- 
cttffed  with  all  the  acumen,  fubtilty,  and  abilities  ;of  that 
Houfe :  but  as  the  honourable  gentleman  ftudioufty  avoided 
entering  into  particulars,  he  difplayed  hb  political  faga- 
city  by  general  aphorifiais;  and  they  derived  confolaten 
and  improvement  fay  hearing  truths  (which  no  man  a»iW 
difpute,  and  which  they  heard  every  day)  folemnly  fanc- 
uoned  by  fo  great  .and  refpettaWe  an  authority.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman .  had  (aid,  and  truly  laid,  the  Houfe 
fhould  proceed  with  discretion,  otherwife  they  could  «ot 
a&  difcreetly  ;  but  as  the  word  difcretion  might  j*ot  have 
all  thc.dcfired  effeft,  he  had  added  found  difcretion,  which 
epithet,  no  doubt,  gave  it  a  legal  and  wonderful  parlia- 
mentary grace  and  dignity.    After  this  exordium,  Mr. 
Courtenay  faid,  he  expetted  to  have  heard  Come  rpafbns  to 
'        prove  the  Houfe  had  not  proceeded  with  difcretion,  with 
found  difcretion ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
.    chofen  to  gratify  his  enriofity.    However,  he  begged  leave 
to  return  himuhanks,  for  not  overpowering  him  by  the  fo- 
lidity  of  his  arguments,  and  enchanting  him  by  the. brilli- 
ancy of  his  imagination :  for  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  exhibited  his  former  blandifhing  powers  of  perfuafioa, 
he   might   (confidering  his  peculiar   admiration   of   the 
honourable  gentleman,  aided  by  his  partiality  to  kds  coun- 
tryman) have  exhibited  an  extraordinary  infta&ce  of  iaoon- 
fiftency,  by  furrendering  to  the  oratory  of  the  honour- 
able' gentleman,  though  he  had  intrepidly  held  ©at  agaisft 
the  graceful  and  elegant  elocution  of.  the  right  hooourabk 
gentleman,  and  the  energy  and  logic  of  another,  wbofie 
eloquence  murmured  along,  both  with  the  rapidity  and 
clearnefe  of  the  river  Tweed.    The  honourable  genuemao 
had  alfo  boafted  of  his  being  independent,  and  conceded 
'with  no  party.    Mr.  Courtenay  obfetved,  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  honourable  gentleman's  political  con* 
ne&ions :  he  gave  his  own  definition  to  the  word  inde- 
pendent.   For  inftance,  whenever  he  heard  a  member  of 
that  Houfe  fpeak  without  any  knowledge  of  the  fMc&9 
without  any  previous  information  of  fafts,  and  without 
any  found  or  folid  argument,    he  denominated   fuch    a 
gentleman  an  independent  member  of  Parliament,  as  he 
certainly  fpoke  independent  of  pointf  and  circumftanoes, 
which  ibac^te  and  confine  other  members  of  a  more  ab- 
ject 
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jfc&  ami  lefs entetprifing  fpirit;  at  the  firaietime  He  muft 
obfcrve,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  angular 
in  that  refpeft  ;  for  fince  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  « 
that  Houfe,  he  had  heard  many  Britifh  Senators  exprefs 
their  Centiments  in  the  fame  independent  manner.  Thd 
honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  been  pleafed  to  enter  into  a 
ftri£b  fcrntiny  and  examination  of  the  powers  vetted  in  the 
fewn  Dire&ois  or  CbmmHfioners,  and  attempted  to  fhew 
the  inconfiftency  and  abfurdity  of  thofe  powers,  by  logi* 
caily  ftating,  that  feven,  divided'  into,  two  arithmetical 
parts,  one  of  three,  the  other  of  four,  wHich  two  num- 
bers added  together,  made  up  the  number  feven.  Now, 
fayfr  the  honourable  gentleman,  the  number  four  is  more 
than- the  number  three ;  yet  three  makes  a  quorum,  confer 
quently  the  fmaller  number  governs  the  greater  $  and  by 
this  incemgroous  fyAem  the  minority  governs  the  majority* 
How  this  applied  to  the  prefent  bill,  Mr.  Gourtenay  de*- 
clared  he  could  not  comprehend ;  but  doubting  his  owta 
^dtttprehenfion,  rather  than  iufpefling  the  want  of  pcrfpi- 
cuity  in  the  honourable  member,  he  had  aficed  feveral 
gentlemen  who  fat  near  him  to  expound  this  riddle,  but 
they  alfo  equally  cortfened  their  ignorance.  He  therefore 
entreated  the  honourable  gentleman  not  to  let  the  Houfe 
burft  in  ignorance,  but  illumine  this  opake  political  point 
With  the  lplendor  of  bis  genius.  *  The  honourable  gentle- 
lhan  had  alfo,  with  profound  learning  and  ingenuity,  al- 
luded to  the  celebrated  and  unhackmed  (lory  of  the  De- 
cemvirs \  and  feemed  fearful,  left  fome  of  tne  young  Dfr 
re£kors  fhould,  like  Appius,  commit  a  rape  on  Virginia ; 
or  to  fpeak  a  more  conftitutional  language,  violate  the 
purity  of  that  immaculate  Houfe  $  bat  he  was  under  na 
fiwh  aj>pnehenfion,  as  the  debates  of  that  night  had  com- 
▼inced  him,  that  we  had  our  Britifh  Caffii,  our  Tribonii* 
and  our  Brutii,  who  with  indignant  faints,  and  manly  ex- 
ertions, would  avenge  the  eaufe  of  their  injused  country.  ' 
Mr.  Courtenay  concluded*  by  apotagifing  to  the  Houfe, 
foe  taking  up  fo  much  of  their  time 5  nothing  but  defc- 
fence  and  reipe£fc  to  the  honourable  member  could  have 
induced  him  to  trouble  them  at  that  fete  hour.  He 
{nought  himfclf  particularly  called  on  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  the  accommodating  eccentricity  of  wlttfe  argu- 
ments feemed  £0  cxa&ly  calculated  to  his  capacity*  He 
appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  he  had  not  given  them  / 
(heir  full  force  ;  indeed  it  had  not  puzzled  him  how  to  an- 
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fwcr  them,  but  where  to  find  them.  He  congratulated 
the  Houfc  on  the  honourable  gentleman's  declining  (for 
reafons  he  had  explained  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpeecb, 
viz.  his  abfolute  ignorance  of  the  fubjefl)  to  enter  into 
the  argument  at  large,  on  the  principle,  policy,  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  bill.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
done  ib,  he  mull  have  followed  him,  and  rung  all  the 
changes  on  legiflatjve  and  executive  power,  with  which. 
the  Houfe  had  been  fo  edified  and  entertained. 

Mr.  Flood.      Mr.  Flood  fatd  a  word  or  two  in  explanation,  and  then 
the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  -  -  *  208  Noes,  •  -  -.  102  • 
The  bill  was  read  through,  and  the  names  of  Stephen 
Luihtngton  and  Jacob  Wilkinfon,  Efqrs.  fcratched  out  of 
the  claufe  nominating  the  Afiiftant  Directors,  at  their  own 
requifition,  and  thofe  of  Jofeph  Sparks  and  James  Mofiat, 
Efqrs.  upon  motion  received,  agreed  to,  and  engrofled  in 
their  (lead. 

The  Solid-      The  Solicitor  Central  next  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  a 

torCcii.     jhort  claufe,  declaring  it  a  public  bill. 

Mr.Ardta.      Mr.   Araen  faifl,  he-  had   not  the  fmalleft  objection;  it 
might  certainly  be  fo  declared ;  but  he  wondered  not  at  its1 
having  efcaped  the  honourable  gentleman  fince  every  body 
had  confidered  the  bill  as  a  private  job.  » 

One  or  two  verbal  amendments  were  then  propofed,  and 
pngrofled,;  after  which  the  title  of  the  bill  was  altered,  and 
then  the  bill  palled,  and  was  ordered  to  be  carried  up  to  the 
JLords  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox. 

December  10. 

1 

As  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  the  Houfe 

to  iefolve  itfelf  ipto  a  Committee  of  Supply,  for  the  purpofe 

of  taking  into  confideration  the  army  efti mates, 

TbeSes.        The  Secretary  at  War    (Colonel   Fitzpatrick)  rofe,    and 

t*  w»r-      moved,  -"That  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair."  •  * 

Gen?n|  General  Rofs  then  pot  up^  *nd  made  a  long  fpeech  on  the 

R°ftf         fubjedl  of  the  army  in  general ;  the  General  ftated  a  great 

variety  of  particulars,  which,  in  bis  mind,  either  called  for 

*  jregulatipn,  or  ought  to  have  been  conducted  in*  a  manner 

different  from  that  in  which  they  had  been  condu&ed.    As 

he  was  fo  extremely  boarfe,  that  we  could  not  hear  hiin 

utter  any  two  fentences  diftinAly,  it  was  not  in  our  power 

U>colIe£k  enough  of  the  train  of  bis  reafoning,  to  be  able 


1 
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to  follow  him  with  any  degree  of  conne&ioR  or  diftinft* 
nefs.  . 

As  foon  as  the  General  fat  down,  the  Speaker  put  the 
queftion  ?  and  Mr.  Ord  having  taken  his  feat  at  the  table, 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe,  and  opened  the  eftimates  of  The  Sec 
the  anny  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.    Colonel  Fit*-  *  War. 
patrick  ftated  that  the  grofs  number  of  men  propofed  to  be 
voted  was  179483,  including  2230  invalids.    He  explained    * 
their  distribution,  and  the  corps  of  which  they  confifted ; 
he  mentioned  that  there  was  an  excefs  in  the  number  and  ex- 
pence,  compared  with  the  eftimate  of  the  laft  year,  though 
it  was  but  a  fmall  one,  and  that,  for  reafons  that  heaifigned, 
unavoidable.     Among  other  parts  of  the  detail,  he  faid,  two 
battalions  of  Hanoverians  ftill  remained  in  .the  country, 
that  Government  had  not '  yet  heen  able  to  fpare  them,  but 
that  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done  with  conveniency,  they 
fhou)d  be  fent  home.    He  doubted  not  it  would  give'  tha 
Committee  concern  to  hear,  what  it  gave  him  pain  to  fay, 
viz.  that  with  all  poffible  attention  to  ceconomy  in  the  ma* 
nagement  of  the  army,  which  It  was  fo  much  the  duty  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  attend  to  in  the  management  of 
every  department  of  Government,  it  would  not  be  in  their 
power  to  effedt  the  entire  reduction  of  the  army  intended,  fo 
foon  as  they  had  reafon  to  have  expected.    This,  he  faid, 
was  owing  to  a  variety  of  caufes,  but  to  none  more  than  to 
that  expedient  unfortunately  adopted  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  war,  in  the  hour  of  great  difficulty,  to  recruit  the  regi- 
ments on  the  eftabliihment  at  that  time ;  he  meant  the  ex*  , 
pedient  of  taking  men  on  condition  of  ferving  for   three 
years  only.    This  matter  had  given  rife  to  a  fpecles  of  con- 
nection or  agency  between  the  lower  order  of  the  practiti- 
oners of  the  law  and  the  common  foldiers,  that  proved  a 
fource  of  daily  drain  to  all  the  regiments  recruited  after  that 
expedient  was   reforted  to.    The  Secretary  at  War  took 

itotice  of  the  three  regiments  that  it  was  neceflary  to  fend  to 
reland  immediately,  in  order  to  complete  the  eftablifhment 
there ;  and  after  fpeakiog  to  all  the  divifions  and  fub-divi- 
fions  of  the  eftimate,  he  concluded  with  moving,  "  That 
17,483  men,  including  1030  invalids,  be  voted  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year  1784." 

Sir  Jofepb'  Mawbey  adverted  warmly  to  the  extreme  abfur-  sir  jofeph 
dity  of  fending  foldiers  to  Ireland,  and  being  obliged  to  re-  Mtwbfy» 
tain  foreign  foldiers  in  our  pay.    That,    he  faid,   was  no 
great  proof  of  the  difpofition  Minifters  had  profefled  of  re- 
ducing the  diiburfements  of  the  State,    The  fmuggling  he 

allowed 
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rifotfeCtd  b*  a  p^teibfcs-praftic*,  bttt  he  conhFnc*  fee* 

that  it  could  furnilh  a  Sufficient  plea  for  accumulating  the 

AftVefle?  df  the  country;  by  paying  aft  unriectrffary  bbdy  of 

men.    H[e  faid,   the  dumber  moved  for  was  out?   of  alt 

lfourtd&;  he  fhould  therefore  oppofe  it,  arid  move  the  Hcftife 

for   iOiOOO  foldiewr  for  the  ettfuing  year.    THat  rilfaftber, 

He1  fai0,  Was  fufficieiit,  if  they  Were  judicioufly  dirpbfetf  of. 

T*«  Com-       The  Ctrfimander  iW  Chltf  (General  ConteayJ.  ju&Bed  tfk 

»»»«*r  ia  edftdUft  of  the  Crd***  in  fcodirtg  fo  many  foldfeft  €6  Ift* 

CWtf'        k*fth    Bfi>  fbid  the*  gdVerrifhent  of  thai  court)?  ntote  if 

rfeeeflafry ;  and  they  Wfi6  Knew  the  nature  of  it  beft,  had 

ifetttatefidea  tfce  nterfutt*  te-  Ms  Majefty.    He  m*de  fan* 

tlbfdrvirttoris  od  tttf  rtecefflty  of  preventing  flnugtflmg.    IK 

fitfthe*  illdftratWl  t}«  ^r6ftilt)  *&**  ©f  the  arfny;  f3ftdtit,#af 

fcquUke*  both  foetfie  digttHty  aHd  the  fafety  of  the  ftftkrti, 

Ufttf  a  tolerable  fort*  be  kept  up.    He  faid,  Government 

WtouM  difcovef  MI*  Wifflom  in  diminiffimg  the  rttm*W*of 

the  arrny  for  the  (like  of  a  few  thoufand  pounds ;  it  thigh* 

'  fefe  mifliohfr  by  ftiet*  Hl-tltaed  parfimony.     He  cdndbm 

#ith  approving  df  the  right  honourable  geritlfefhan"*  atotftN*. 

6irjoferh       Sir  f.  Mxfobty  again  reprobated  the  folly  of  retaining 

Wawkcy.    fortjgners  jn  our«  p^y\  when  oar  q^  tfrodps  were  ill  Ireland 

#e  could  not  conceive,  he  faid,  Why  tfiey  wertP  (eifcf  tBere ; 
the  lrirti  Parliament,  he  well  believed;  did  no*  Wfcit  ffieftit* 
be  there. 
Gei.Cca.       General  Contoey  faid,  that  there  was  a  cettStar  Mnffet 
w**  (r6,o&0)  which  tHelriffi  Parliament  had1  voted  for.    TJtef 

had  therefore  a  right  to  have  them  in  Inland  to  ftf  e¥e£F  tfeeir 
titfde.  The  Irifti,  he  faid,  Were  dTfjrtfcrfed  if  there  w«e  net 
f7tt6oO  in  that  kingdom: 

General  Rofs  and  the  Secretary  at  War  Roth  fyefce  Ibr 
ft*  mbtibri.  The  oueftion  Was  their  ptt*v  When,  Sir  Jfefej* 
Mawtey  ftill  oppdttng  if,  a  dmfiorf  teetf  pl**e,  antf  tbe*e 
appeared, 

For  the  morion5/  44 ;  -*  Againft  ity  Sir1  JbT<$6  AfaWGey, 
Majority  44. 

Deceml&  1 K 

The  Sec         Thfe  Secretary  at  W#r  brought  up  the  report  frwfr  the 
at  war.       Committee  of  Supply  on  the  army  eftimate.    The  tefoto* 
tions  were  read  o*er asJbHow  : 

Refolved,  That  17,483  efle&ive  men*  including  293*  kl» 
valids,  be  employed  as  land  forces  for  17841 

That  636,190k  be  gttnted  to  his  Majeflry  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  majntaimng  the  faid  men,  including  garrifeim 

com* 
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cscmuffion  ajid  pon  *#fnaryffioned  officers  private  men, 
the  charge  of  clpathipg,  charge  of  agency,  and  allowance* 
Iq  Gap***1"  and  paymasters,  furge$a$*  apd  riding-ipafterf, 
for  1184. 

That  284^.2 1  3L  *$,  jgd.  be  granted  for  tbp.  forces  and  garjv 
looi  in  tbe  plantations,  garnUwvof  Gibraltar,  &c.&c. 

That  Sajal.  74. 9d.  bcgranted  to  bis  Majesfty  for  pay  uer 
cggary  to  be  advanced  to  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  ml 
6nc  battalions  of  foot  Curving  tq  the  Eaft  Indies  for  1 784* 

That  10,5871.  8s.  6d.  he  granted  for  the  payment  of  ge- 
jwrsl. and  general  ftaff  officers  in  Great  Britain  for  1784. 

That -67,55 il.  14s.  id,  be. granted  for  allowance  to  the  - 
Paynwfter  General,  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  the  Com- 
nmbMj  General  of  Muter  s,  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 
io*he  CnaapfroHers  of  Army  Accounts,  their  deputies  and 
©leaks*  and  for  the  amount  of  Exchequer,  fees  to  be  paid  by 
the  Paymafter  General,  and  on  account  for  poundage  ;o  Jjc 
returned;** the  infantry  of  his  Maj* fly's  forces  for  1784* 

And  .937  il.  17s.  90.  for  the  change  of  tsfo  ifrnoverja* 
battalions  forcing  m  Gotat  Britain  *wr  183  da,ys,  from  the 
25th  of  Jin*,  1783.  .to  the  44th  of  December  following. 
It  mas  then  moved  tbat  tbey  he  read  a.  fecpnd  time. ;  ypqn 
which, 

M**HuJfy  faid,  these  was  a  otrounftance  in  the  eftimates  Mi.Huifcfi 
which  cafied  for  the  attention  of  the  Hpufe;  it  -.was  this: 
£9«cooL  appeared  to  have  been  paid  in  fees  at  the  Exchequer, 
for  iffmng  rnoaey  towards  paying  ?te  wny.  From  the 
Tenth  Report  of  the  Commi&oners  pf  Accounts,  be  bad 
been  led*oexpe£k  that  a  reformation  mto}d  lppg  fince  b»ve 
faecnjintrqduosd  into  the  Eltthequer ;  but  in  this  expectation 
he  had  been  disappointed ;  and  he -.was  therefore  unwilling  to 
vote  19,0001.  in  fees  to  an  pfoe,  which  appeared  fo  very  in* 
adequate  to  tbe  purpofe  of  its  original  jnfUtption.  He  was 
forry  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  CbanceUpr  of  the  Exchequer, 
was  not  then  in  the  Houfe,  to  give  feme  inforaiaiion  on  this 
head*-r-No  one  rofe  to  give  reply  to  Mr.  Hu&y ;  and  there- 
fore the  qo eft  ion  for  the  fecond  reading  was  put  apd  carried. 
The. clerk  then  began  to  jread  the  cefclutipns  a  fecond  time  1 
upon  which, 

Jdr^itoaigot  up:  he  laid  be  had  attended  yefterday  in  his  Mr.Flool. 
^bce;  hot  ink  fitting  above  twenty  .members  in  *tfrp  Houfe, 
he  took  it  for  granted  tbat  nothing  of  any  i  mpip en t  -would 
bcure  paged  in  it, .  and  thftrefiwe  he  weot *  away .  lie  v^as  ffir- 
prtM,  however  to.  find,  by^feeppblic  lOTip^r^fct  foua&- 
thieg  had  palled  there  after  his  departure!  which  appeared  to 

him 
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htm  td  be  of  a  very  important  nature  indeed.  He  under- 
ftood,  that  in  an  anfwer  to  a  queftion  put  by  an  honour- 
able member,  relative  to  fome  troops  that  haa  been  fent  to 
Ireland,  it  had  been  fugge'fted  that  there  was  a  delicacy  in 
the  fubje£t  which  Teemed  to  imply  that  there  was  at  this 
moment  a  neceffity  for  fending  them  to  that  kingdom ;  as  if 
there  exifted  fomewhere,  a  (ufpicion  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
volunteers  of  Ireland.  He  understood  that  it  had  been  in- 
finuated  that  the  fituation  of  Ireland  making  it  neoefiary 
that  troops  fhould  be  fent  thither,  was  a  reafon  for  voting 
a  larger  force  in  England  than  was  ufual  for  a  peace  efiab* 
lifhment.  For  his  part,  having  been  fo  'lately  come  from 
Ireland,  he  could  fpeak  with  a  degree  of  knowledge  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  people,  which,  in  his  mind,  rendered  ab- 
fard  and  ridiculous  the  idea  of  the  neceffity  of  fending  troops 
to  Ireland ;  (he  wanted  them,  not ;  and  it  would  be  impolitic 
indeed,  and  a  wanton  abufeof  the  liberality  of  the  Britiih 
Parliament,  to  burden  the  public  of  this  kingdom  with  a 
*  force  which  the  other  did  not  want.  He  knew  die  fcnti- 
,  ments  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland ;  upon  a  fufpickm  of 

whofe  loyalty  the  idea  of  a  neceffity  of  fending  over  troops 
could  only  be  founded ;  and  he  knew/  that  to  charge  than 
with  difloyalty,  would  be  a  moil  flagitious  falfehoo4  He 
was  himfelf  a&ually  the  bearer  of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly 
'  from  that  body  of  men,  the  moft  loyal  among  a  loyal  peo* 
pie.  It  breathed  as  warm  a  fpirit  of  loyalty,  refpe&,  attach- 
ment to  the  Sovereign,  and  to  this  country,  as  ever  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  throne,  even  by  the  moft  influenced 
majority  of  any  Houfe  of  Parliament.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  he  had  been  miftaken  in  apprehending  that  any 
thing  had  been  ftated  in  a  debate  that  could  inouce  a  fui- 
picion  of  their  loyalty ;  if  fuch  a  fufpicion  could  have  been 
breathed  into  the  mind  of  any  man  in  this  country,  it  could 
have  been  only  by  fomfe  wretched  and  interefted  borough* 
mongers,  who,  to  preferve  their  own  interefls,  would  not 
hefitate  toJ>laft  the  faireft  fame.  He  concluded  by  espref- 
fing  a  wifh,  that  fome  honourable  member  would  be  fo 
^obliging  as  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  expreffion,  which 
had  given  him  ver^  ferious  concern. 
Germi  General  LuttrtlU  with  much  warmth,  expreffed  his  afto- 

Luttreii.  nilhment  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  ven- 
ture to  utter  the  language  he  had  juft  hear<£  when  he 
knew  that  he  (the  General)  was  in  the  Houfe,  who  could 
contradift  him,    He  faid  Ireland  did  not  want  any  tfoop* 

from 
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from  England  *  but  the  reverfe  was  the  truth,  for  the  Irifli 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  voted,  that  there  (hould  be  ia,ooo 
men  kept  at  home  for  the  defence  of  the  country*  '  He 
himfelf  had  made  one  of  the  great  majority  that  came  to 
that  vote,  and  therefore  he  was  amazed  to  hear  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  Ireland  did  not  want  the 
troop's  that  had  heen  fent  over:  afluming  from  his  abilities 
and  fluency  of  fpecch,  a  fuperiority  over  others,  he  was 
not  afhamed  to  call  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  a 
parcel  of  "  borough-mongers ;"  it  was  not  a  little  furprif- 
ing  that  the  perfon  who  ufed  that  expreflion,  was  not  only 
a  member  of  that  Houfe,  but  had  alfo  very  lately  mongered 
for  a  borough  himfelf.  "  Had  this  fcene  pafied  in  Ireland, 
faid  the  General,  I  would  not  have  taken  the  leaft  notice 
of  what  the  right  honourable  member  faid ;  for  there  he 
is  known,  and  what  fells  from  him  is  treated  as  it  dc» 
ferves.  But  here  he  is  not  known  }  here  he  is  an  indepen- 
dent member,  becaufe  he  has  lately  been  independently 
defied  for  Winchefter." 

Lord  North  rofe  to  ^  point  of  order.  He  faid,  that  the  Ld«  Hortfc, 
fcoxtoufeble  gentleman  who  fpoke  the  laft  but  one,  had 
certainly  deviated  frodi  the  queftion  then  before  the  Houfe, 
by  thus  attaching  himfelf  to  an  expreflion  which  he  had 
read  in  the  papers,  as  falling  from  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  He  pretended  not 
to  charge  his  memory  with  every  word  that  might  be  ufed 
in  ycfterday's  debate  ;  but  he  did  not  recollett  that  fiich 
words  as  the  delicate  fituation  of  Ireland  had  been  ufed* 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  fliould  not  fo  impli- 
citly have  credited  the  reports  he  had  read,  in  making  it  a 
matter  of  fuch  magnitude,  until  he  had  been  aflured  it 
had  been  uttered,  by  a  more  minute  and  deliberate  enquiry. 
The  dignity,  honour,  and  character  of  Parliament,  he 
thought,  required  more  the  honourable  gentleman's  atten- 
tion, before  he  haftily  adopted  certain  words,  which  molt 
probably  had  never  been  expreficd,  that  tended  to  foment 
any  jealoufies  fubfifting  between  this  country  and  Ireland. 
In  regard  to  the  number  of  men,  the  words  could  never 
nave  been  ufed  with  any  reference  to  the  neceffity  of  vo- 
ting this  number.  For  the  number  to  be  voted  was  not 
extraordinary.  They  were  lefs  than  the  complement 
which  the  Irifli  Parliament  itfelf  had  voted. 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  honourable  The  s*c>e« 
gentleman  was  entirely   miftaken,  in  fuppodng  that  theUryuWaT* 

Vol.  XII.  Ggg  ,     right 
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right  honourable   General    (General  Conway)  -who  was 
then  abfent,  had  faid  any  thing  that  could  poffibly  be  con* 
{trued  into  the  mod.  dift ant'  reflection  on  the  loyalty  of  tb« 
Irifli  volunteers./  On  the  contrary,  he  had  expreffed  him-, 
felf  in  terms  of  the  greateft  refpect  and  honour  towards 
their  character, 
Mr.  Flood,       Mr.  Flood  again  rofe  and  f4id,  although  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Qeneral  Luttrell)  bad  T>een  very  warm  in  at- 
tack on  him,  yet  he  (hould  not  reply  with  the  leatt  warmth* 
He  faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  free  in 
his  perfonal  attack  on  him  with  refpe£l  to  what  he  had 
faid  of  borough-mongers.     It  was  true  be  did  represent  a 
borough.     Jle  did  not  deny  it.,  But  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man had  totally  mifunderitood  .what  he  had  faid,  or  be 
ivould  not  have  felt  it  necertary  to  have  expreffed  himldt 
in  fuch  warm  and  vehenaeiu  t£rm%     Mr.  Flood  explained 
'  himfelf  on  this  particular,  un4  then  proceeded  to  relome 
hi*  former  fubject  of  the  words  .delicate  fitua;ipfu    If  thh 
delicate  (rtuation  had  been  ufed  at  the  prip^jple  for  this 
quantity  of  men  being  granted*  be  denif  d  the  propriety 
and  neceflity  of  fuch  a.  quantity. ,  He  faid,  the  fituaiioaol 
Ireland  was  not  fuch  as  required  an  eftab(ithxnent  cpntiary 
to  the  fyflcm  of  ceconomy  which  had  been  propofed,  aod 
was   fo   neceffary  to  be   adopted.     He  {hould*  therefore, 
move,  inftead  of  feventeen  thou(and,  that  fifteen  thoqfrad 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  "1784-    The 
honourable  gentleman  then  obferved,  thaj  nothing  could 
make  the  people  of  Ireland  harbour  the  leaft  intentions  in- 
imical to  their  fifter  kingdom,  but  her  own  conduit.    If 
her  fituation  was  rendered  delicate,  it  muft  be  bv  the  mil- 
taken  policy  of  this  country.     There  was  now  none  but 
friends  towards  this  country  to  be  found  among  the  Iriih 
volunteers.     But  he  would  not  fay,  how  fuch   language 
might  not  tend  to  alter  their  friendly  difpofitioh.     Thi* 
had  been  formerly  the  language  of  a  very  wife  man,  vho 
had  faid  the  fame  with  refpett  to  America.     He  wiflicd 
his  fentiments  had  been  timely  confidered.     But  the  noble 
1    Lord  (Lord  North)  thought  differently,  though  he  would 
not  fay  wifely.     He  was  proceeding  to  enter  into  the  bad 
and  deftruflive  policy  of  the  America^  war,  when  he  vas 
again  called  to  order  by  Mr,  Powney. 
The  Spei-       The  Speaker  rofe,  and  informed  him,  that  it  was  the  rule 
to»  of  that  Houfe,  while  he  was  in  the  chair>  for  no  member 

to  fpeak  rrjore  than  once,  unlefs  it  was  in  explaining  what 
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had  either  been  mifonderftood  or  miffeprefented  by  a  for- 
mer fpeaker* 

Mr.  Flood  was  rifiAg  to  fpeak  again,,  when 

Lord  North  rofe,  and  faid,  he  had  fomefbing  to  fay  in  U.Niftlu 
explanation.  He  faid,  that  admitting  the  words  delicate, 
fituation  had  been  ufed,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  honou- 
rable gentleman  mould  hare  interpreted  them  in  the  feri- 
ous  manner  he  had  done.  He  faw  nothing  in  this  delicate 
word  that  vcould  poffibly  be  interpreted,  as  .implying  any 
jealoufy  towards  the  Jrtfh  Volunteers.  Was  there  not 
other  fituations  to  which  the  word  might  be  applied,  than 
referring  to  their  loyalty  ?  In  his  opinion,  there  was  no 
thing  in  them  which  deferred  fo  ferious  a  comment.  But 
what  ufe  does  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Flood)  make 
of  thefe  words?  afked  his  LortUhip.  He  makes  them 
merely  a  plea  for  voting  two  thoufand  men  left  than  the 
eflimate  befonfc  you.  His  Lordfliip  treated  this  idea  with 
pectlrar  fbrcafm,  and  concluded  with  fome  obfervations  on 
the  inexpediency  of  the  propofed  amendment. 

General  LuttrtU  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  General 
the  Irifti  Houfc  of  Commons,  declared,  that  the  propon-  JjktxnXY* 
tion  of  the  Irifli  eftablifliment  fhould  not  be  beyond  the 
proportion  of  a  ninth  part  of  what  was  the  eftablifliment 
in  Great  Britain.  Now,  •  in  the  Britifh,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  voted  for  only  fifteen  thoufand  men,  when* 
agreeable  to  his  own  declarations  in  Ireland,  they  fhould  at 
lead  be  nine  times  the  quantity.  This  was  what  he  had 
don£  in  his  great  friendihip  which  he  had  lately  (hown 
towards  both  the  filter  kingdoms :  but  his  friendihip  to* 
wards  them  would  be  foon  difcovertd. 

General  Cottwty  rofe  to  explain  what  he  had  *faM  the  day  Genera 
before,  which  he  found  had  made  fo  much  altercation  in  Cohwa^- 
thfc  pfefcnt  debate.    He  explained  himfelf  trttrrely  to  the 
fatitfa&ion  of  Mr.  Flood. 

A  good  deal  of  unimportant  altercation*  tbok  place  about 
withdrawing  the  order,  which  at  taft  was  done*  and  the 
report  wis  read  a  fecund  tiro*.*/ 


December  1% 


\r\    * ; 


The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  American  In* 
tercourte  bill,  Mr,  Eden  in  the  chair  5  the  btahfcs  were  filled 

up,  and  the  bill  faffed  through  the  Committee  without  op- 
pofitiost.    The  Houfe  was  relumed,  but  it  was  only  to  re* 
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folvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Ord  in  the 
chair,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Ordnance  cftimatcs. 
MnMin*  Mr.  Mlnchin  faid,  that  the  ft  ate  of  the  Ordnance  debt 
was  fucb,  that  it  called  lor  the  moft  ferious  and  fpecdy 
.ponfideration  of  Parliament.  Under  {he  preflure  of  this 
-  debt,  the  Board  could  never  make  a  good  bargain  for  the 
public,;  for  as  the  Ordnance  debentures  were  at  thirty  per 
cent,  difcount,  a  private  perfon  could  with  70I.  purchafe  as 
much  at  market,  as  the  Board  could  with  a  debenture  of 
. xool.  It  was.  for*  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  not  for  him  to 
determine;  whether  money  fliould  be  borrowed  to  pay  off 
•the  debt,  whether  the  debt  itfelf  (hould  be  funiicd,  or  whe- 
ther thp  debentures  {hould  bear  i ntereft.  ~  This  much  how- 
'  ^Ver  prouid  ftrike  every  man,  that  it  were  infinitely,  better 
for  the  public  to  fJay  five  per  cent,  than  thirty.  This  debt, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  exceeded  900,0001.  of  which 
31,000!.  had  been  paid  off,  fo  that  there  ftill  remained  con* 
jiderably .  above  850,0001.  It  was  unnecefTary  for  him  to 
urge  the  propriety  of  taking  it. into  ferious  confideration. 
As  to  the  estimates  then  immediately  before  the  Committee, 
the  firft  he  mentioned  was  one  for  1 1 1,000!.  which  was  to 
pay  a  debt,  of  that  amount  incurred  laft  year,  and  not  pro- 
jrided  for  by  Parliament.  The  next  was  for  430,26^*  for 
the  Ordnance,  for  the  fenrice  of  the  year  1^84.  In  this 
jeftimate  were  included  certain  expences  attending  Gibral- 
tar, Landeuard  fort,  and  other  places.  It  included  alfo  a 
fum  which  he  knew  fome  gentlemen  would  rather  beftow 
in  fome  other  manner  5  it  was  for  the  purchafe  of  Sir  Gre- 

Sry  Page's  houfe  on  RUckheatb,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Royal 
ilitary  Academy  now  at  Woolwich.  .  It  had  already  been 
(aid  without  doprs,  that  the  Board  of  Ordnance  was  going 
x  to  purchafe  a  palace  at  a  time  when  the  ftate  of  public  cre- 
dit was  fo  tow,  and  the  finances  in  fuch  difordcr.  He 
would  fay,  that  to  lay  out  the  public  money  wantonly,  or 
witbput  o*cc*&ty,<wouW'tl  a*y  time  be  improper,  but  in- 
finitely rnotp  fo  at  prefont,  and  therefore  be  would  coa- 
fdemn  the  purcjtafe  of  Sir  Gregpry:  Page's  houfe  at  prefent, 
if  t^ro  thirigs  did  pot  concur  to  make  him  think  the  pur- 
chase Warrantable,  In  (he  firft.  place,  the  fituation  of  the 
ftoyaj  Military  Academy*  at  Wootwich  was  fuch,  that  it 
was  abfdutWy. Atecflary  'cither,  that* the  building  fhouki  be 
enlarged,  or  the  .ypvmg  getuterneri  moft  be  removed  from 
it  j  for  lyiqg  expfcfed  t£  a  (harp  wind,  blowing  over  fenny 
aijd  mariby  ground^  it  wa«  in  a  moll  upl)?althy  fixation ; 

fo 
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fo  much  fo  indeed,  that  generally  one  third  of  the  young 
gentlemen  were  on  the  fick  lift.  Humanity  therefore  called 
for  their  removal,  and  fo  did  policy,  for  every  one  knew 
how  beneficial  the  inftkution  of  the  Academy  was  to  the 
public.  Artillery  men  were  not  to  be  made  in  a  day §  it  re- 
quired a  good  fund  of  fcicnce,  after  long  ftudy :  he  once 
had  an  opportunity  to  lament  the  fcarcity  of  artillenfts} 
for  having  had  the  command  of  an  important  poft  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  there  were  forty  pieces  of  cannon  mounted, 
he  had  only  three  decrepid  artillery  men  for  fo  many  guns* 
The  neceifity  of  removing  the  Academy  being  once  efta- 
blifhed,  the  next  thing  to  be  confidered  was  to  what  place : 
two  plans  had  been  under  confideration,  the  one  to  build  a 
new  houfe,  the  other  to  purchafe  Sir  Gregory  Page's. 
The  gentleman  who  has  the  difpofal  of  it,  offered  very 
fairly ;  he  faid  he  would  fell  it  for  the  value  of  the  mate* 
rials,  and  would  even  abide  by  the  valuation  that  the  Ord- 
nance Surveyor  fhould  fix  upon  it :  it  accordingly  was  fur* ' 
veyed,  and  the  price  fixed  upon  it  was  18,200!.  including 
the  purchafe-moncy  of  a  confiderable  piece  of  ground  near 
the  houfe.  In  this  valuation  were  not  included  all  the  or- 
naments of  the  houfe,  fnch  as  noble  marble  chimney- 
pieces,  which  were  however  to  be  given  iij  the  bargain, 
and  might  be  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  Government. 
This  fum  being  compared  with  that  which  it  would  coft 
to  build  a  new  houfe,  appeared  to  be  lefs  by  feveral  thou- 
sands ;  and  therefore  he  thought  the  purchafe  defirable, 
not  only  on  accouut  of  the  beauty  of  the  building,  but 
alfo  on  account  of  the  faving  it  would  be  to  the  public. 
Though  this  bargain  would  call  for  i8,aool.  ready  money, 
>  ftill  he  would  inform  the  Committee,  that  there  were 
fums  already  voted  for  other  purpofes,  which  having  been 
as- yet  unapplied,  might  now  be  applied  to  this  purchafe. 
Parliament,  had  voted  3000I.  to  build  a  chapel  at  Wool- 
wich ;  but  the  work  had  not  as  yet  been  begun ;  and  about 
7000L  more  to  ereft  fome  works  in  the  Warren  :  now  if 
the  academy  Chould  be  removed  to  Blackheath,  there  would 
be  no  occafion  to  build  any  of  thefe  works,  as  the  apart- 
ments now  occupied  by  the  cadets  might  be  made  to  an- 
fwer  all  the  purpofes  of  thefe  formerly  intended  buildings. 
In  another  point  of  view  alfo,  the  public  would  find  their 
account  in  the  purchafe  :  there  were  feveral  officers  em* 
ployed  in  the  Warren,  to  whom  an  annual  allowance  was 
nude  for  lodging,  tp  the  amount  of  about  500I.  a  year, 

which 


4T4  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  178J. 

which  would  be  fated,  as  tlfefe  gentlemen  would  be  acco- 
modated with  Sir  Gregory  Page's  hoofe.    The  Surveyor  of 
the  Artillery  would  alio  be  lodged  in  it.    In  a  word,  he 
thought  the  purchase  fo  cheap,  that  he  would  be  very  ferry 
lb  good  a  bargain  (hoold  be  loft.     He  then  made  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  the  different  places  where  fortifications  were 
carrying  on :  at  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Lyme,  Chatham, 
Sheernefs,  Landguatd  fort,  Tilbury,  abd  the  Ifle  of  Man. 
The  necclHty  of  the  works  for  the  defence  of  the  diffe- 
rent dock-yards  need  not  to  be  proved :  gentlemen  mud 
already  be  fenfible  of  if  5   the  utility  of  Landguard  fort 
would  appear  from  the  general  alarm  that  was  occafioned 
at  th6  breaking  out  of  the  Dutch  war,  when  all  along  the 
caitern  cpaft  there  was  not,  except  there,  the  leaft  afyium 
or  ihelter  from  the  enemy.    In  the  lfle  of  Man  fome  bat- 
teries and  flieds  for  ftores  were  cre&ing,  for  the  purpofeof 
checking  fmuggling,  which  was  openly  and  as  daringly 
carried  on  there  as  in  England.    He  concluded  by  moving 
bit  firft  refolution  for  iri,oool.  for  debts  incurred  for  the 
fervice  of  laft  year,  and  unprovided  for  by  Parliament. 
This  paffed  without  any  oppofittau      He   then  moved 
bis  fecond  refolution  for  430,269!.  for  ordnance  land  fer- 
vice for  the  year  1784.    This  refolution  produced  a  moft 
tedious  conVcrfation,  in  that  irregular  way  in  which  de- 
bates and  conversations  are  ufttally  carried  on  in  Commit- 
tees, where  each  member  who  takes  a  part  may  fpeak  a* 
often  as  he  pleafes :  this  was  the  cafe  in  this  tooverfation, 
where  feveval  of  the  members  were  on  their  legs  fix  or 
eight  times  each.    It  is  as  impoffibte  as  it  would  be  nnen- 
tertaintng  to  follow  them  in  regular  order ;  we  (hall  there- 
fore reft  fatisficd  with  ftating  the  moft  remarkable  obfer* 
votions* 
sir  Jofirph        Sir  Jtfipb  Mawbey  faid,  that  the  country  was  aftually  in 
¥****.     fueh  a  ftate,  that  if  it  (hould  any  longer  think  (hillings  and 
pence  below  our  notice,  we  ftiuft  be  undone :  (economy 
alone  could  fave  us 5  every  department  molt  be  cut  down, 
army,  navy,  ordnance,  or  the  country  could  not  ftibfift. 
The  ordnance  in  particular  was  a  kind  of  Augean  ftable 
that  fcarcely  any  thing  could  cleaftfe  \  there  was  no  coming 
at  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money 
was  expanded  in  that  department :  all  was  buried  under 
th*  myftery  of  rteceflary  fofts  and  fortifications. 
lfr.  H»fle/.      Mr.  Hujfiy  inveighed  againft  the  purchafe  of  Sir  Gregory 
Page's  houfe  5  if  it  were  to  be  given  to  the  public  a*  a  pre* 

fcntj 
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font,  be  would  rather  fee  it  pulled  down  then  converted 
into  an  academy :  this  would  be  only  a  means  for  creating 
new  expences  in  repairs,  additfai)*,  alterations,  &c.  Why 
could  not  the  academy  remain  where  it  was?  It  had 
hitherto  anfvered  all  its  purposes  \n  its  prefeat  fituation,  ' 

why,  therefore,  remove  it  ?  Nay,  he  was  not  thoroughly; 
fatisfied  of  the  utility  of  the  ettabliihment.  Several  offi~ 
cers  upon  the  Warren  at  Woolwich  bad  been  mentioned, 
fuch  as  the  Surveyor  of  artillery  1  he  believed  their  office*,, 
at.  leaft  that  gf  the  Surveyor,  to  be  finecure  places,  created 
of  late  for  minifterial  influence ;  ai*d  thefe  places  being 
once  eftablilhed>  then  it  was  faid  it;  was  neceflary  to  pro* 
vide  lodgings,  &c  for  them  !  This  was  really  an  intole* 
rabie  grievance,  and  he  implored  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Exchequer  to  take  corapaffion  on  the  diftrefics 
of  the  public,  and  refift  this. demand  from  the  Ordnance 
Board  for  the  i$*qool,  , 

Mr.  Cowrti*fy  faid,  the  honourable  member  was  mif-  Mr.Cow- 
taken  in  many  particulars  \  and  fir  ft,  in  fuppofing  that  the  *«•>'• 
place  of  QMXvcyer  of  AxtiJiery  was  a  newly-created  place; 
for  io.  fa&  it  had  bc$n  created  by  John  Duke  of  Marl* 
borough,  who  bellowed  it  upon  a  favourite  officer,  who 
had  greatly  diftinguifhed  bimfelf  in  that  GencraTs  wars  ? 
It  was  ipdeed  a  finecure ;  in  it$  origin,  and  had  remained 
fo,  ti)l  the  present  Maftet  General,  when  he  was  lad  at 
the  head  of  it,  refolved  tQ  jnakte  it  an  efficient  place,  and 
procured  it  from  his  Majefty  for  the  late  General  Dcfa- 
guliers,  an  officer  of  high  reputation,  and  great  fervice, 
who  in  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  Artillery,  had  been  highly 
fervice  able  in  that  department.  It  was  now  filled  by  a 
rooft  refpe&able  and  meritorious  officer*  Major  Blooms 
field,  who  had  aftuajl^  made  a  furvey  of  all  the  cannon  on 
the  coaft,  ami  delivered  in  plans  for  preferring, the  guns, 
&c  which  would  be  found  highly  Serviceable  to  the  public. 
The  office  was  originally  not  only  a  finecure,  but  had  an- 
nexed to  it  500I.  a  year;  but  the  prefeat IVfafter  General 
of  the  Ordnance  had  not  only  made  it  a  place,  of  adive 
fervice,  but  had  alfo  $ut  down  the  falary  to  35CI.  per  ann. 
As  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy, 
be  was  really  furprifed  to  hear  its  utility  to  the  public  cal- 
led in  doubt.  Before  the  days  of  the  late  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, this  country .  had  no  artillery  force  of  its  own  j 
and  all  the  duty  of  that  branch  of  the  military  was  perfor- 
med by  foreigners,    who  were   hired  for  that  purpose. 

1  That 
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That  Prince,  defirous  that  there  fhould  be:a  Britifli  force 
to  manage  the  artillery  proportioned  to  the  number  of  our 
army,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  academy  ;  and  fo 
profperous  has  been  the  eftablifliment,  that  we  nave  now 
an  artillery  corps  equal  in  point  of  abilities,  if  not  fu- 
perior  to  any  in  Europe,  The  officers  who  had  fignalized 
them fe Ives  in  that  branch  of  the  fervice,  had  been  bred  in 
'  that  academy ;  and  without  difparagement  he  would  fay, 
that  the  artillery  had  diftinguilhed  itfelf  perhaps  the  moft 
of  any  other  part  of  our  forces  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
war ;  and.  though  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  grown 
perfons  qualified  to  ferve  hi  that  corps,  commiffions  had 
been  given  to  boys  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  yet  not  one  of 
them  h$d  been  known  to  abandon  his  gun,  of  turn  his 
back  upon  the  enemy.'  lit  could  not  help  finding  out  one 
inftance  among  many,  of  a  young  officer,  who  had  been 
>  bred  at  Woolwich :  his  name  was  O'Hara ;  and  he  was 

grand fon  to  the  late  Lord  Tyrawly :  in  America  he  found 
himfclf  in  an  affair,  where  every  man  under  his  command 
had  been  killed  in  defending- their  guns  j  the  noble  youth 
fcorned  to  fly  3  and  though  quarter  was  offered  to  htm,  he 
refufed  it,  preferring  death  to  the  fuppofed  difgrace  of 
having  loft  his  guns/.  Such  were  the  youths  who  bad  been 
educated  in  that  feminary  :  he  had  therefore  caufe  to  won- 
der, that  the  utility  oflfuch  an  inftitution  fhould  be  ques- 
tioned* He  would  aik '"  ttfe'Xommittee,  whether  they 
would  with,  iri  order  to  fave^frtrifling  -expence,  to  keep 
thefe  youths  in  a  (ituation,  where  For  fix  months  in  the 
year  they  were  a  prey  to  agues?  One-third  of  them  be- 
ing generally  confined  to  their  rooms,  their  confthutions 
were  broken  before  they  ripened  into  men  j  and  their  ftu- 
dies,  which  alone  could  render  them  ufeful  to  their  coun- 
try, were  interrupted.  At  Sir  Gregory  Page's  houfe  they 
.  would  be  at  their  eafe  ;  and  really  it  would  be  a  pity, 
that  fo  great  an  ornament  to  the  country  as  that  houfe  was, 
fhould  be  pulled  down  and  deflroyed,  when  it  might  be 
preferved  for  a  molt  ufeful  purpofe,  and  at  a  fmall  expence 
to  the  public.  The  intereft  of  the  monty  would  be  900I. 
a  year ;  and  out  of  that  there  would  be  a  faving  of  500I. 
annually  allowed  to  certain  officers  to  provide  them  lodg- 
ings ;  and  the  intereft  of  the  money  already  voted  for  the 
building  of  a  chapel  and  other  works,  and  which  would  be 
employed  in  the  purpofe,  would  make  up  more  than  the 
remaining  400I  nay,  the  prefent  Matter  General  of  the 

Ordnance 
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Ordnance  had  faved  almoft  900L  a  year  only  out  of  the  very 
fweepings. at  the  Tower.     The  number  of  cadets  in  the 
Academy  had  been  increafed  from  forty  to  fixty-five,  during 
the  adminifrration  of  the  late  Mailer  General.     That  no** 
ble  Duke,  finding  that  there  were  fometimes  thirty  vacan- 
cies in  the  Artillery  corps,  for  commiffioned  officers,  and 
that  he  had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  cadets  growing  up  to 
fill  up  thefe  Vacancies,  very  wifely  increafed  the  number, 
and  this  increafe  neceflarily  made  the  fituation  of  the  fixty- 
five  very  inconvenient  in  the  Academy.    Indeed  the  noble 
Duke  himfelf  felt  it  fo  much,  that  if  he  had  continued  in 
office,    he  certainly  would  have  purchafed  Sir  Gregory 
Paige's  houfe  for  their  ufe ;'  and  no  one  would  fufpeft  the 
noble  Duke  for  lofin'g  fight  of  ceconomy  in  managing  the  - 
public  affairs.     An  honourable  Baronet  was  very  liberal  of  • 
abufe  on  the  Ordnance  Office :  this  was  a  happy  conftitu-  ' 
tion,  where  a  man  might  fpeak  what  he  pleafed,  nay,  if 
he  pleafed,  without  knowing  what  he  was  faying,  or  caring 
whether  any  one  paid  the  leaft  attention  to  what  he  faid. 
Such  a  man  might  talk  of  Augean  (tables ;  But  happy  it  was 
that  the  honourable  Baronet's  expreffions  were  generally 
fcarnriefs  in  their  effeflt :  it  might  be  otherwife,  indeed,  if 
he  had  been  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  Alexan- 
der Vlth  and  his  fort,  Caefar  Borgia,  ufed  to  make  a  deadly 
poifon,  which  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  pig  :  Voltaire,  in 
his  Univerfal  Hiftory,    fpeaking  of  this  poifon,    relates, 
that  Alexander  and  his  fon  ufed  to  tie  up  a  pig  by  the  hind 
legs,  and  beat  him  till  he  frothed  at  the  mouth  ;  fomeof 
this  froth,  adminiftered  in  a  cup  of  wine  to  a  man,  was  an 
infallible  paflport  to  eternity.  —  What  a  happinefs  it  was  to 
the  Houfe,  that  there  was  no'fuch  frothy  oratpr  in  it !  •— 
The  Houfd laughed  moft  heartily  at  this  allufion. 

Sir  Jofepb  Maxobey  obferved,  that  the  honourable  member  Sir  Jofeph 
had  honoured  him  more  tfian  once  with  perfonal  allufions  :  Mawbey. 
he  admired  his  wit  on  moft  occafions,  though  he  believed  he 
did  not  make  much  of  it  in  this  Jaft  attempt.  However,  as 
for  himfelf,  he  would  fay,  that  he  was  a  man  of  plain  fenfe ; 
that  ht  had  afied  uniformly  upon  principle,  a  {lave  to  no 
man,  brought  in  by  no  man,  the  follower  of  no  man. 

Mr.  Steele  declared  that  the  noble  Duke,  late  at  the  head  of  Mr.  Steele 
the  Ordnance,  intended  to  have  purchafed  Sir  Gregory  Page's 
houfe  :.and  fee  would  alfo  fay,  trpt  he  believed  he  could  not 
have  procured  it  on  fo  advantageous  terms  for  the  public  as 
the  prefent  Mafter  General  had  obtained. 

Vol.  XII.  H  h  h  General  ' 
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Gtp.Smitb.  General  Smith  bore  his  teftimony  to  the  utility  of  the 
Academy  at  Woolwich ;  he  had  feen  in  India  a  company  of 
the  artillery  that  had  beert  enlifted  into  the  Company's  fer- 
v  ice ;  and  fo  fluiful  were  they,  that  m  of  the  privates  had 
rifeh  to  the  higheft  fit  uat  ions  in  artillery  departments  in  In- 
dia. He  had  been  lately  at  the  Academy,  and  he  was  ferry 
to  find  the  young  gentlemeti,  who  were  to  be  hereafter  the 
fupport  of  the  artillery,  fo  uncomfortably  lodged;  there 
were  feven  of  them  lodged  in  one  room,  not  twenty  feet 
fquare. 

Mr.  Brett.       Mr.  Brett  faid,  that  gentlemen  might  fay  what  they  pleafed, 

but  withbut  ceconomy  the  country  was  undone.     The  ftate 

of  the  Treafury  was  io  low,  that  50CV000L  which  had  been 

voted  laft  year  for  Ordnance  fervice,  had  not  yet  been  Hfeed, 

'    becaufe  there  was  no  money  in  the  Treafury.    The  Sinking 

t  Fund  produced  no  more  laft  year  than  i,20O,oool.  though 

the  noble  Lord  had  taken  it  for  2,ooo,oool.  and  he  was 

afraid  that  this  year  it  would  not  produce  half  that  fun. 

Idle  and  unneceffary  fortifications  were  erecting  in  different 

places  at  an  immenfe  expence;  3000I. were  charged  for  the 

cob  at  Lyme  Regis.     In  the  name  of  God,  why  was  this 

expence  incurred?  Formerly' the  peace  eftabliihment  of  the 

.    Ordnance  did  not  exceed  290,000!.  or  250,0001.  but  now 

the  Committee  was  applied  to  for  430,000!*    This  was  an 

enormous  expence,  and  muft  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Min-        Mr.  Afincbin  faid,  Lyme  Regis  was  a  very  convenient 

chin.  port,  as  all  the  people  of  Dorfenhire  and  Devonfhire  would 

allow ;  and  the  works  for  the  defence  of  it  having  been  walk- 
ed away  by  the  fea,  they  had  been  reftored  at  the  expence  of 
3000I. 

Mr. Brett..      Mr.  Brett  replied,  that  it  was  a  new  dodrine  to  him, 

though  he  had  for  fo  many  years  rode  the  fea,  that  Lyme 

•  was  a  convenient  port :  he  knew  it  was  frequented  only  by 

fifhermen,    and,  perhaps,   by  fmugglers,    and  therefore  hi 

could  fee  no  reafon  for  this  expenfive  cob. 

"Mr.  Huflcy.  Mr.  Hujfey  was  ttruck  with  this  :  he  faid,  that  enquiries 
ought  to  be  made  into  all  thefe  fortifications  before  the 
money  fhould  be  voted,  and  therefore  he  would  move  an 
amendment,  that  inftead  of  430,269!.  be  inferted  300,000!. 
ou  account. 

Lord  John        Lord  John  Covendl/h  faid,  that  if  the  500,0001.  voted  laft 

Catena,  year  for  the  Ordnance,  had  not  yet  been  paid,  it  was  not  for 
want  of  money,  for  it  was  actually  in  the  Treafury ;  but  as 
there  are  generally  deficiencies  in  payments  towards  Chrift- 
mas,  this  money  had  not  been  iffued,  that,  in  cafe  of  defi- 
ciencies, 
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ciencies,  it  might  anfwcr  an  end :  bnt  now  it  wat  ready, 
Af  to  the  houfe*  on  Blackheath,  he  really  knew  little  of  the 
fubjeft ;  but  from  all  he  had  been  able  to  colled,  it  wat  an 
oeconomtcal  bargain  for  the  public.  However,  he  had  no 
objection  that  the  18,2001.  purchafe  money  be  left  out  of  the 
vote,  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
alledged  neceflity  of  removing  the  Academy.  With  refpeft 
to  the  fortifications,  as  he  was  no  judge  himfelf  in  fuch  mat- 
tertt  he  was  obliged  to  follow,  and  take  the  advice  of  thofe 
who  were  judges,  and  who  knew  where  fortifications  were- 
neceflary  for  the  deienceof  the  country. 

General  Conway  preffed  this  laft  qblervation  very  far,  and  General 
(aid,  that  gentlemen  might  perhaps  nave  caufe  to  repent,  if  Conw,7- 
they  Ihould  fet  afide  the  opinion  of  profeffional  men  in  fuch 
matters,  in  order  to  fet  up  their  own :  the  former  were  re- 
sponsible to  their  country,  and  to  their  profeffion,  for  their 
furyeys  and  opinions ;  and  that  refponfibility  had  better  be 
lodged  in  them  than  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  it 
could  be  of  no  efie£k.  As  to  the  houfe  of  Sir  Gregory  Page, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  had  been  purchased  on  the 
moft  advantageous  terms  for  the  public ;  and  fuch  a  houfe 
was  really  neceflary  for  the  Military  Academy. 

Sir  Wittiam  Dolbtn  was  for  the  purchafe,  as  well  from  hu-  Sir  William 
manity  to  the  young  gentlemen,  as  from  a  principle  of  oeco-  Doibe». 
nomy,  and  a  regard  to  the  public  fervice, 

Mr.  Martin  could  not  refift  a  purchafe  which  had  been  Mr.Martin. 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  the  health  of  the  gentle- 
men cadets,  a  body  of  young  men  fo  ufeful  to  the  ftate. 

Mr.  Hujfey  at  laft  accepted  Lord  John  Cavendifh's  offer  to  Mr.Huffey. 
refer  the  confideration  of  the  purchafe  to  a  Committee,  and 
withdrew  his  motion,  it  being  agreed  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  18,2001.  ihould  be  deduced  out  of  the  grofs  fum;  This 
ded\)£tion  left  the  grofs  fum  412,069!.  and  the  queftion  have-' 
ing  been  put,  the  fum  was  voted  without  a  diviiion. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed. 
*    Mr.  HuJJey  then  moved  for  a  Committee  to  take  into  con-  Mr.HulTey. 
ftderation  the  propriety  of  purchafing  Sir  Gregory  Page1! 
houfe  on  Blackheath,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Royal  Military  Aca- 
demy ;  and  alfb  that  there  he  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  eftn 
mate  of  the  grofs  amount  of  the  fums  that  will  be  required 
to  compleat  the  work*  at  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Chatham, 
Sfaeernefs,  Tilbury,  Languard  fort,    Lyme  Regis,   and  the 
Jfle  of  Man.     Both  thefe  motions  patted  : 
f.   And  then,  it  being  feven  o'clock,  the  order  of  the  day*  for 
the  fatther  hearing  Of  counfel  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  Thomas  Kum- 

H  h  h  z  bold, 
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bold,  was  mpved  for  by  Mr.  H.  Dundas.  Counfel-  was  then 
filled  in,  and  Mr.  Plomer,  who  fucceeded  Mn  Erfktne, 
whofe  election  to  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  prevented  his  pleading 
4t  that  bar,  was  heard  in  hehalf  of  Sir  Thomas. 

December  17. 

Mr.  Belter.  The  moment  the  Speaker  took  the  chair,  Mr.  Baker  rofe, 
and  obferved,  that  as  he  had  (natters  of  very  great  impor- 
tance to  fubmit  to  the  confederation  of  the  Houfe,  he  begged 
the  Speaker  would  iffue  his  orders  for  the  immediate  atten- 
dance of  members. 

This  being  agreed  to,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  went  to  the 
Speaker's  chamber,  carrying  the  mace,  and  all  the  adjacent 
rooms  of  the  Houfe,  with  the  Speaker's  orders  for  their  in- 
ftant  attendance  in  their  places  on  their  duty.  The  Houfe 
was  confequently  foon  very  full. 

Mr.  Baker  then  apologifed  for  the  part  which  he  fbtmd  it 
his.  duty  to  a£k,  and  the  forward  ftep  he  was  obliged  to  take 
in  fubmitting  to  their  attention  an  object  of  coftfideration 
the  moil  important  and  interfiling  that  ever  was  propofedto 
Parliament.  And  at  the  fame  time  that  he  lamented  with 
the  Speaker  his  late  family  affliction,  as  it  rpuft  have  been 
perfonally  diftreffing  to  his  feelings  and  humanity;  he  could 
not  help  being  pleafed  with  the  opportunity  which  it  had 
afforded. himfelf  by  the  recefs  it  Qccafioncd,  of  digefting  this 
important  and  preffing  bufinefs,  in  order  to  bring  it  forward 
in  that  form  to  which  he  had  reduced  it. 

He  then  flated  the  progrefs  of  the  India  bill  in  the  other 
Houfe,  and  to  what  delays  and  adjournments  it  had  been  fub- 
je&ed.  He  was  not  prepared,  nor  was  this  the  time  to  prefent 
any  fpecific  charge  againft  any  individual  or  fet  of  individuals. 
Whatever  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  might  think  proper  to 
do  afterwards,  the  duty' of  the  Houfe,  in  his  opinion,  was 
only  to  inftitute  fuch  an  enquiry  as  might  tend  to  investigate 
the  fa£ts  neceffary  to  fubftaritiate  the  delinquency  to  which 
he  alluded. 

'  Every  honourable  gentleman,  he  doubted  not,  would 
readily  anticipate  that  certain  rumours  were  in  his  eye,  by 
which  many  of  thofe  who  fat'  in  the  other  Houfe  were  in- 
fluenced to  vote  in  a  manner  which,  but  for  the  prevalence 
of  fuch  rumours,  they  certainly  would  not  have  voted. 
Thefe  rumours  were  notorious  &nd  univerfal.  They  aflfecled 
the  pcrional  reputation  of  the  Sovereign.    They  had  been, 

in 
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111  fome  meafure,  avowed  in  the  other  Houfe.  They  confife 
ted  with  every  individual's  knowledge,  and  could  not  be 
contefted. 

The  argument,  therefore,  on  which  he  addrefled  the  Honfe, 
and  founded  his  motion,  was,  that  thefe  rumours  were  dan- 
gerous to  the  conftitution  of  the  State,  in  as  much  as  the? 
were  calculated  to  bias  the  deliberations  of  Parliament,  and 
that  impartiality  and  independence  which  were  at  once  the 
fupport  and  the  glory  of  the  Britifti  Legislature.  Their 
immediate  objedt  Was  to  render  the  Sovereign  his  own  Minif- 
ter,  and  give  a  dangerous  and  unprecedented  negative  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  They  diverted  the  executive 
power  of  all  refponfibility,  and  held  forth  the  Royal  opinion 
as  the  rule  by  which  thofe,  who  were  poflefled  of  the  privi- 
lege of  deliberating  and  deciding  on  all  mea fares  that  came 
before  them  according  to  their  confciences,  were  di reded  to 
vote.  They,  on  thele  grounds,  conilituted  an  evil  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  and  called  for  the  immediate  and  decided  in- 
terference of  Parliament.  The  motion  which  he  propofed 
to  the  Houfe  was,  "  That  it  is  now  neceffary  to"  declare, 
that  to  report  any  opinion,  or  pretended  opinion  of  his  Ma- 
jelly,  upon  any  bill  or  other  proceeding  depending  in  either 
Honfe  of  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  influence  the  votes  of 
the  members,  is  a  high  crime  and  rriifdemeanor,  derogatory 
to  the  honour  of  the  Crown ;  a  breach  of  the  fundamental 
privileges  of  Parliament,  and  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution 
of  this  country." 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Hotfle 
to  a  cafe  in  point,  which  they  would  find  on  their  own 
journals.  This  was  in  the  year  1640,  when  the  King,  in  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  blamed  fome  individuals  for  what 
they  had  faid  in  debate,  and  infilled  on  adding  a  claufe  to  a 
bill  then  under  difcuffion.  This  mode  of  conduit  produced 
much  confufion.  The  Commons  came  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions  concerning  it,  and  at  laft  agreed  to  an  addrefs  and  re- 
monftrance  to  the  Throne,  again  ft  what  they  considered  a» 
a  moil  violent  and  daring  infringement  of  their  rights  and 
privileges.  They  likewiie  intreated  the  other  Houfe  to  join 
them  in  thefe  fpirited  proceedings. 

This,  the  honourable  gentleman  candidly  allowed,  might 
not  flrike  gentlemen  as  in  every  point  fiinilar  to  the  cafe  in 
queftibn.  But  it  went  to.  the  eftabliftiment  of  doflrines 
which  applied  to  the  refoiution  he  had  Hated ;  and  it  pointed 
out,  in  his  opinion,  the  mode  of  conducing  the  bufmefs, 

*      *  which 
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which  the  Houfe,  from  fuch  a» ftrong  precedent,  would  un- 
doubtedly adopt. 
lord  Mail*  Lord  Malt  land  faid,  he  had  many  apologies  to  make  for 
*■**•  ,  offering  himfelf  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  :  but  it  was 
his  dutv  not  to  fhtink  from  any  appearance  or  exertion 
which  the  interefU  of  the  Conftitution  might  demand  at  his 
hand.  The  queflion  now  before  the  Houfe  was  not  that  of 
public  or  private  property,  or  plunder*  It  was  not  the  me- 
rits or  demerits  of  an  ufurper.  It  was  not  the  management 
or  mifmanagenlent  of  the  greateft  commercial  Company  in 
the  world.  No,  none  of  thefe  matters  were,  in  his  opinion, 
half  lb  important,  or  came  home  to  his  mind  with  any  thing 
like  the  preflure  which  he  felt  when  he  confidered  that  this 
night  might  probably  determine  whether  this  country  was 
henceforth  to  be  governed  by  a  public  and  refponfible  Ad- 
ininiftration,  or  a  fecret  cabal,  whom  no  one  knew  or  could 
find,  or  could  charge  with  any  violation  of  right,  or  much 
lefs  could  anfwer  far  the  grofleft  mifmanageroent,  which 
none  could  or  dared  to  avow.  Under  fuch  a  circuroftance 
where  ihall  we  find,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  that  refpofibiUty, 
that  redrefs  for  grievances  which  is  fo  amply  provided  for  in 
the  Conftitution  ?  Is  this  country,  after  exhibiting  one  of 
the  mod  glorious  political  fyftems,  that  ever  adorned  and 
exalted  any  fociety  on  earth,  in  one  rafh  moment  to  fur- 
render  a  privilege  which  the  owes  to  the  wifdoro,  the  exer- 
tion, the  blood,  the  fortunes,  and  the  lives  of  our  anoefiors? 
No.  By  the  refolution  now  pfopofed,  a  plan  is  pointed  out, 
by  which  the  Houfe  may  yet  aflert  its  own  honour,  and 
erect  a  glorious  defence  for  thofe  privileges,  invaded  and  un- 
dermined by  thole  deteflable  rumours  on  which  it  is  founded. 
Many  honourable  gentlemen  were  of  abilities  more  adequate 
to  the  importance  and  interefting  nature  of  the  fubjeel,  in 
his  Lordfhip's  opinion,  than  him ;  and  to  their  dilcuffion, 
without  farther  trefpaffing  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the 
Houfe,  he  would  leave  it,  with  heartily  feconding  the  mo- 
tion. 
£.alNrugent  Earl  Nugent  was  never  more  aftoniihed  in  his  life  than 
with  the  relbiution  or  motion  made  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  fecouded  by  a  noble  Lord.  It  went,  in  his  Lord- 
ihip's  opinion,  to.  an  utter  annihilation  of  all  fovereignty  in 
the  country.  What !  Were  not  Peers,  by  their  rank  and 
fituation,  the  hereditary  Counfellors  of  the  Crown  ?  Would 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  dare  to  derogate  from  that  high  and 
difcriminating  dignity  which  the  Conftitution,  for  the  yrifoit 
and  the  bell  purpofesy  had  appended  to  their  llatiou  in  fo- 

1  ciety : 
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ciety?  His  Lordfliip  would  go  farther,  and  affert  not  only 
that  every  Peer  had  a  right  to  advife  with  his  Sovereign  in- 
dividually,  but  that  every  member  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, nay,  every  fubjedfc  in  the  kingdom,  under  certain 
modifications,  had  a  title  to  addrefs  his  Majefty.  The  refo- 
lution  before  the  Houfe  was  therefore  calculated  not  only  to 
convey  a  cenfure  on  the  other  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  to 
circumfcribe  the  Peers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  indepen- 
dence, but  to  fubvert  the  liberties  of  Englishmen,  who 
were  individually  allowed  by  the  Conftitution  to  petition 
the  Throne  on  whatever  appeared  to  them 'of  importance 
enough  to  juftify  fuch  a  meafure. 

But  not  only  does  this  motion,  fays  he,  go  thus  far,  but 
it  goes  thus'  far  without  any  foundation  whatever.  What 
are  your  allegations,  and  where  are  your  proofs  ?  I  vow  to 
God,  exclaimed  his  Lord/hip,  fuch  a  'motion  as  this  will 
ftimulate  the  other  Houfe  to  relent  the  conduA  of  this.  If 
any  individual  is  intended  to  be  cenfured  by  this  meafure, 
fpeak  out  and  name  him,  bring  him  before  you.  Whatl 
would  you  fupprefs  that  good  old  Englifti  fpirit,  which  will 
not  be  filent  in  the  jnoment  of  danger?  Is  it  the  intention 
of  this  mode  of  proceeding  to  check  thofe  exertions,  which 
every  individual  is  called  upon  to  put  forth  in  the  crifis  of 
public  calamity,  when  innovations,  dreadful  and  threatening 
to  every  birthright  we  enjoy,  are  brought  forward  under  the 
ftrong  hand  of  authority  ?  Do  ye  mean  to  keep  the  few  vir- 
tues, which  yet  would  ftem  the  torrent  of  national  ruin,  in 
aitre,  and  at  a  diftance  from  the  only  ears  that  may  liften  to 
them  with  fuccefs  ?  I  vow  to  God,  Sir,  were  any  relation, 
dear  to  me  or  mine,  to  he  found  on  fuch  a  crifis  as  this, 
capable  of  advancing  fuch  bold  truths  to  the  Royal  father  of 
his  people;  were  a  perfon  under  fuch  a  defcription  to  be 
brought  before  you,  and  receive  condign  punifliment,  I 
fhould  think  it,  in  common  with  all  his  friends,  a  triumph, 
which  would  be  his  glory  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

The  right  honourable  W.  Pitt  who  had  role  at  the  fame  The  Rjjte 
time  with  Lord  Nugent,  now  made  an  apology  for  this  J*on-  ™B- 
overfight,  and  hoped  the  noble  Lord  Would,  attribute  his 
then  getting  up  to  no  other  motive  than  that  common  one 
which  adtuated  them  both,  a  due  attachment  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  independence  of  Parliament,  and  the  unalienable  right 
of  Peers  either  individually  or  colle&ively  to  advife  his  Ma- 
jefty,  whenever  they  thought  the  fituation  of  public  affairs 
made  fuch  a  ftep  an  effential  part  of  their  duty. 

The 
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The  very  Angular  and  fftlemn  mode  of  introducing  this 
moil  extraordinary  resolution,  the  formality  of  fummoning 
the  immediate  attendance  of  the  members,  and,  above  all, 
the  perfonal  chara&er  of  the  honourable  .gentleman  who 
made,  and  the  noble  Lord  who  feconded  the  motion,  were 
circumftances  which  ftrongly  imprefled  his  rnind  with  its 
neceffity  and  importance ;  otherwife,  when  the  matter  was 
licked  into  its  proper  fliape,  and  diverted  of  every  fuperfin- 
cus  acceflary,  it  appeared  t6  him  the  moft  unneceflary,  the 
moft  frivolous  and  untimed  that  ever  infulted  the  attention 
of  the  national  fenate. 

He  ?fited  whether  gentlemen  had  adverted  to  its  founda- 
tion and  obje&?  Did  it  contain  any  fpecific  charge?  No. 
Was  it  directed  to  any  decifive  iffue?  No.  Was  it  founded 
on  any  pofitive  fails,  either  proved  or  flated?  No*  What 
then  was  the  Houfe  to  make  of  fuch  a  proportion?  Could, 
they  adopt  a  meafure  which  came  in  a  fhape  thus  queftion* 
I  '  able,  without  maturely  weighing  the  confequences? 

Upon  what  was  the  mighty  grievance  complained  of  fup- 
pofed  to  depend?  Not  on  any  mifdemeanor  fubftantiated  to 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Houfe  by  any  fort  of  evidence  what- 
ever, but  on  the  vague  furmifes  or  lye  of  the  day.  The 
monfter, public  report,  which  was  daily  and  hourly  fabricating 
every  fpecies  of  the  grofleft  abfurdities  and  improbabilities, 
was  thus  made  to  intrude  on  the  national  bufmefs,  and  ar- 
reft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  follow  her 
through  all  her  fhapes  and  extravagancies.  Could  any  thing 
be  more  perfectly  ridiculous,  or  a  greater  farcafro  on  that 
ferious  and  difpamonate  dignity  of  mind,  which  ought  to 
attend  and  difcriminate  all  their  parliamentary  proceedings? 

Surely  no  fuch  confeauence  was  ever  before  imparted  to 
mere  rumour  and  hearlay :  for  was  it  really  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  take  up  rumours  wherever  tbey  were  to  be 
found,  the  Houfe  might  at  lead  find  enough  of  employment. 
Happily  for  Minifters,  their  rumours  were  all  fanftified  by 
the  authorty  of  office.  This  was  the  ftamp  which  was  t*> 
give  them  currency.  But  might  not  thofe  of  every  fize,, 
completion,  and  fliape,  be  every  where  feen,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  ft  al  king  openly,  and  -menacing  the  freedom  anil 
birthright  of  Engli/hmen,  under  every  form,  and  by  every 


means  7 


Influence  had  been  afcribed  to  rumours  of  a  certain  <k- 
fcription,  which  whether  true  or  falfe  he  would  not  frv, 
for  he  did  not  know  but  there  was  fuch  an  influence  on  tte| 
other  fule,  which,  according  to  rumour,  was  alfo  ufed,  am 

thereto 
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therefore  equally  criminal.  Let  fofinifters  anfwer  lor  thole 
fcribblers  who  are  employed  at  their  inftante,  and  even  dare 
avow  the  ufe  of.  their  authority  for  publi  flung  things  abfo* 
lutely  unfounded.  Where  was  the  man  who  dared  to  avow 
fiich  rumours  as  had  been  in  conftant  circulation  ever  fince 
tlie  introdu&ion  of  the  Indian  bufinefs  ?  Who  could  eftimate 
their- operation  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  the  ftate  of  pub- 
lic credit,  and  the  dignity  of  Government,  in  the  eyes  of 
foreigners?  Why  were  not  refolutions  founded  on  fucn  pal- 

!>able  and  obvious  mifehiefs  as  thefe?  Thefe  all,  more  or 
efs,  originated  in  rumours,  which  however  were  fuffered  to 
pafs  with  impunity,  and  to  expire  unnoticed,  and  unfup- 
prefled.  But  rumours,  big  he  would  fay  with  no  fuch  con- 
fequences,  were  however  to  be  marked  with  the  indignation 
of  Parliament.  He  trufted  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  the 
common  fenfe  which  had  always  diftinguifhed  its  proceed- 
ings, arid  the  honour  which  gentlemen  owed  to  their  own 
profeffions,  would  not,  on  this  occafion,  fuffer  any  thing  fo 
frivolous  and  contemptible  to  flur  the  annaU  of  a  Britifh 
Senate.  s 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  much  abfcut  fecret 
influence,  and  afked  how  Mlnifters  were  to  a&  when  thus 
circumftanced  ?  In  his  opinion,  the  fervants  of  the  Crown 
were  worfethan  ufelefs,  whenever  they  were  without  refpon- 
fibility.  For  a  fituation  thus  dangerous  and  unconditional 
they  were  indeed  ftriflly  anfwerable.  Their  duty  in  a  fitu- 
ation thus  diAionourable  and  inefficient,  was  therefore  ob- 
vious and  indifpenfable.  The  moment  they  could  not  an- 
fwer  for  their  own  meafures,  let  them  retire.  They  were  no 
longer  fit  to  occupy  ftations  which  they  did  not  adequately 
nil. 

Lord  Mahon  and  Lord  North  rofe  both  at  once,  and 
Lord  Mafaon  was  permitted  to  fpeak  firft ;  but  hi*  Lord* 
ihip  promifed  not  to  trefpafs  long  on  the  patience  of 
the  Houfe.  —  He  began    by  attacking  Mr,    Secretary  K 

Fox  with  an  utter  defertion  of  all  principle.  He  reproba- 
ted the  Eaft-lndia  bill  as  the  worft  and  moft  obnoxious 
that  ever  challenged  the  attention  of  Parliament,  9c 
roufed  the  indignation  of  Engliflimen.  In  a  high  {train 
of  hypothetical  reafoning,  his  whole  fpeech  was  a  perforial 
attack  on  the  conduit  of  the  party  who  adhered*  to  Mr. 
Fox,  whom  he  reprobated  as  abandoning  the  public  for  pri- 
vate intereft.  He  referred  particularly  and  pointedly  tp  tpe 
conduit  of  a  noble  Duke  in  the  other  Houfe,  whole  wofds 
he  took  down^  and  which  werejtthat  he  had  authority  to 
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tiny  tktt  no  roan  had  authority  to  make  mention  of  thc 
•Royal  opinipn  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  .had  hfien  rumoured. 
This  he  averred  that  noble  Duke  had  no  wight  to  aflertj  and 
lie  ftated  it  to  be  as  improper  an  influence  on  one  fide,  ai 
that  which  had  been  infinuated  on  the  other.  It  was  at 
midnight,  ha  faid,  this  happened,  and  midnight  «|ly  was  a 
Jit  fealon  for  fiich  a  condudt,  as  it  was  an  evident  intention 
$0  bias  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  entitled  and  bound  by 
their  confciences  to  exercife  their  discretion  on  every  queftion 
which  came  before  them. 
U.  North.  i^>rd  North  avowed,  that  at  the  time  to  which  the  noble 
Jtord  alluded,  he  was  undoubtedly  faft  afleep.  But  his 
Xordfliip's  earneftrieft  in  the  bufinefs,  wherever  exercifed, 
had  been  fo  great,  that,  perhaps,  the  caufe  of  the  public 
had  not  been  a  great  fufferer  if  this  too  had  been  his  fitua- 
tion.  He  blamed  a  noble  Duke  for  doing  what  appeared 
to  him  his  immediate  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every  one  who 
Jilled  fo  refponfible  an  office.  A  rumour  had  been  ftated,  as 
renewing  very  much  on  the  chtra&er  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
tending  not  a  little  to  embarrafs  Government.  How  was  be 
to  count4ra&  that  rumour?  Was  he  to  let  it  pafs  unnoticed, 
and  poflefs,  undifturbed,  all  its  efleft  on  the  minds  of  thofe 
forwhofe  benefit  and  docility  it  was  calculated  ?  Or  had  he 
any  other  way  of  defeating  its  intention  than  by  denying 
its  reality  ?  ' 

His  LordQiip  then  applied  himfelf  to  the  feveral  a*£U- 
ments  urged  by  Mr..  Pitt,  which  he  went  through  with  in- 
finite energy  and  wit.  He.  contefted  die  propriety  and  ae- 
ceffity  of  the  motion,  on  conftitutional  principles.  It  was 
competent  for  the  Hoofe  to  inftiture  an  enquiry  into  what- 
ever affe&ed  the  independence  or  freedom  of  debate,  and  to 
take  what  refolutions  in  confequence  they  might  think  pro- 
per/ The  refponfibility  of  Miniftry  was  the  only  fccurity 
which  Engliihmen  had  againft  the  abufe  of  the  executive 
power.  This  deftroyed,  their  fears  were  juftly  roofed,  and 
who  could  fay  how  ftrongly  thefe  might  operate,  or  where 
they  might  end? 

But  it  had  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
the  condudt  of  Minifters  under  fuch  a  predicament  even  as 
this  was  obvious;  whenever  they  found  them felves deft ined to 
a&  under  undue  influence,  they  ought  to  leave  their  fitua- 
tions ;  and  who,  faid  he,  would  aft  fo  mean,  fo  bafe,  fo 
defpicable  a  part,  as,  after  fuch  an  intimation  as  this,  to 
continue  in  office?  Such  a  mode  of  reafoning  his  Lordfhip 
admired,  as  peculiarly  proper  in  the  very  critical  Gtuation 
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of  the  honourable  gentleman. '  It  was  only  that  one,  in  one 
Houfe,  ihould  pqtui/h  fuch  a  rumour  as  had  been  fo  fre- 
quently mentioned,  and  another  in  the  other  Houfe  pufh 
Minifters  home.  The  game,  thus  managed,  was  fare,  and- 
the  play  required  no  very  uncommon  dexterity.  He  would 
prefume,  however,  to  advife  the  honourable  gentleman  to  a&  ' 

with  a  little  more  patience  and  decency.  Miniftry,  he  trail- 
ed, would  a&  as  they  ihould  do,  but  he  would  not  now  fay 
how.  Only  he  was  at  liberty  to  affure  the  honourable  can- 
didate for  their  places,  that  they  would  not  retain  their  fitua-  ' 
tion  any  longer  tHan  they  could  a&  in  it  with  refponfibilitv 
j*nd  eilect.  This,  he  trufted,  was  the  determination  of  au 
who  a£ted  with  him. 

His  LorfUhip  had  heard  much  in  his  time  of  fecret  influ- 
ence. He  never  faw  any  thing  like  it,  otherwife  he  /hould 
undoubtedly  have  relinquifhed  his  fituation.  But  this  ru- 
mour which  had  merited  fuch  a  marked  reprobation,  had  all 
the  appearance  of  it.  A  bill  had  been  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment and  dffcufled  with  fo  much  ferious  and  repeated  argu-y 
mentation,  as  he,  who  had  fat  full  thirty  years  in  the  Houfe, 
never  had  witnefled  before.  No  evidence  was  infilled  on  by 
the  coun&l  to  difprove  the  fpirit  or  expofe  the  tendency  of 
the  bill,  but  the  whole  bufinefs  went  on  fmoothly  and  with-  ^  v 
out  moleftation,  till  the  Commons  prefented  it,  under  all  * 
thefe  circumftances,  to  the  other  Houfe.  There  it  appeared 
under  the  fandion  of  one  of  the  fulleft  and  moil  independent 
majorities  that  ever  accompanied  any  meafure  whatever :  but 
there  no  regard  was  paid  to  what  happened  to  every  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs.  The  counfel  came  forward  loaded  with  new  evi- 
dence, which  they  infilled  on  delivering  in  full.  And  left  all 
this  had  not  been  enough,  rumours  were  induftrioufly  propa«t 
gated  in  order  to  difcredit  the  meafure,  and  deftroy  it  by  that 
very  influence  which,  if  lawful  at  all,  ought  only  to  be  exert- 
ed when  there  was  a  refponfibility. 

After  putting  thefe  things  in  a  variety  of  flrong  lights,  his 
Lordlhip  contended  for  the  propriety  and  necemty  of  the 
motion.  This  he  did  the  more  efpecially,  as  he  had  been 
charged  on'fome  former  occafion  with  indifference  to  the 
con  ft  i  tut  ion.  Had  he  been  filent  when  fuch  a  grofs  viola- 
tion of  it  had'  met  with  countenance  from  fo  many  of  its 
moft  zealous  friends,  he  Ihould  have  thought  himfelt  culpa- 
ble indeed.  For  what  was  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
again  ft  which,  on  former  occafions,  all  thefe  gentlemen  had 
divided  againft  him,  and  for  which  he  had  then  deemed  it 
bis  duty  to  contend,  in  comparifon  of  a  principle,  which, 
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once  eftablifhed,  would  bury  in  one  grave  all  the  privileges  of 
Parliament,  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  deftru&ion  of 
our  glorious  and  nappy,  conftitution  ?  He  /hould  therefore 

!;ive  the  refolution  now  propofed  his  moil  fincere  and  hearty 
upport. 
Mr.  Grea-      Mr.prertvJUe  was  much  aftonifhed  at  this  motion.    He  re* 
♦»lk,  probated  a  meafure  wh}ch  had  no  proof  to  fupport  it.    He 

thought  it  violent  and  unprecedented. .  He  defired  the  accufer 
io.ftand  forth.  If  a  noble  relation  of  his  was  obliquely 
aimed  at  by  fuch  an  oblique  procedure,  he  could  anfwer  far 
him  that  he  would  not  flinch  from  any  fqrutiny.     But  he 

Srotefted  again  ft  all  inujiuation  and  abufe,  and  deiired  the 
ufinefs  might  be  conducted  on  principles,  however  bold  and 
fpirited,  open,  upright  and  unequivocal. 
Mr,  Vox.  Mr.  Fox  fpoke  to  the  following  efFeft  :  —  I  dicj  not  mean 
to  have  faid  any  thing  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already 
urged  fo  ably  in  favour  pf  the  refolution  now  agitated.  In 
my  own  opinion,  its  .importance,  propriety  and  neceffity, 
are  com  plea  tly  and  fubftatuially  eftabliihed.  A  few  particu- 
lars,  fuggefted  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  hoyfe,  may  be  thought,  however,  to 
merit  fomc  animadverfiori.  And,  once  for  all,  let  no  man 
complain  of  ftrong  language.  Things  are  now  arrived  at 
fuch  a  crifis  as  renders  it  impoflible  tolpeak  without  warmth. 
Delicacy  and  referve  are  criminal  where  the  interefts  of  Eo- 
glifhmen  are  in  hazard.  The  various  points  in  difpote  ftrike 
to  the  heart ;  and  it  were  unmanly  and  pufillanimous  to  wrap 
Vp  in  fmooth  and  deceitful  colours,  objedts  which,  in  their 
nature  and  confequences,  are  calculated  to  fill  the  Houfe, 
the  public  and  all  the  world,  with  a  mixture  of  indignation 
and  horror. 

This,  at  leair,  hath  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  my  mind, 
that  I  never  felt  fo  much  anxiety ;  I  never  addreued  this 
Houfe  under  fuch  a  preffure  of  impending  mifchief ;  I  never 
trembled  fo  much  for  public  liberty  as  I  now  do.  The  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houfe  involves  the  rights  of  Parliament  in  all 
their  confequences  and  extent.  Thele  rights  are  the  baGft-of 
our  conftitution,  and  form  the  fpirit  of  whatever  difcriroi* 
nates  the  government  of  a  free  country.  And  have  not  thefc 
pteen  threatened  and  aflimlted  ?  Can  they  exift  a  moment  in 
oppofitign  to  fuch  an  interference  as  is  luppofed  by  the  refo- 
lution, as  has  been  ftated  by  feveral  honourable  gentlemen, 
to  have  taken  place  ?  No ;  human  nature  is  not  fufficiently 
yeifeft  to  refift  the  weight  of  (uch  a  temptation.  When, 
therefore,  fliall  the  fJoufe  affert  jjs.  dignity,  it*  independence, 

its 


A.1783V  DEBATES.  429 

its  prerogatives,  by  a  refolnte  and  unequivocal  declaration  of 
all  its  legal  and  conftitutional  powers,  but  in  the  inftant  of 
their  danger  ?  The  difeafe,  Sir,  fs  come  to  a  crifis  ;  and  now 
is  the  juncture  which  deflines  the  patient  to  live  or  die.  We 
are  called  to  fan&ify  or  oppofe  an  abfolute  extinction  of  all 
for  which  our  anceflors  ftruggled  and  expired.  We  are 
called  to  prote&  and  defend,  not  only  the  ftipulated  franchifes 
of  Englishmen,  but  the  facred  privileges  of  humanity*  We 
are  called  to  protra&  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution.  The  de- 
liberations of  this  night  muft  decide  whether  we  are  to  bfc 
freemen  or  flaves ;  whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be  the 
palladium  of  liberty,  or  the  organ  of  defpotifm ;  whether 
we  are  henceforth  to  poflefs  a  voice  of  our  own,  or  to  be 
only  the  mer?  mechanical  echo  of  fecret  influence.  Is  there 
an  individual,  who  feels  for  his  own  honour,  callous  to  an 
apprehenfion  of  fuch  a  confequence  as  this  ?  Does  not  every 
regard  which  he  owes  to  a  body  who  cannot  be  degraded 
without  hi*  difgrace,  who  cannot  expire  without  involving 
bis  fate,  roufe  his  indignation,  and  excite  him  to  every  ex- 
ertion, both  in  his  individual  and  delegated  capacity,  which 
can  reprobate,  fufpond,  or  dcftroy,  a  pra&ice  fo  inimical  to 
public  profperity,  as  well  as  hofttle  to  the  very  exiftence  of 
this  Houfe  ? 

But  what  is  this  refolution  ?  It  has  been  called,  with  great 
technical  acutenefs,  a  truifm,  which  feems  as  incapable  of 
difcuflion  as  it  is  of  proof.  The  foundation  of  it,  however, 
is  a  matter  of  fuch  general  and  palpable  notoriety,  as  to  put 
every  degree  of  fcepticifm  to  defiance.  Rumours  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  nature  have  been  difleminated  in  no  common  . 
way,  and  by  no  inferior  agents.  A  noble  Earl  is  faid  to  have 
ufed  the  name  of  Majefty  with  the  obvious  and  exprefs  in-  . 
tention  of  affaStfng  the  decifions  of  the  Legiflature  concern- 
ing a  bill,  of  infinite  confluence  to  thirty  millions  of  peo- 
ple; pending  in  Parliament.  The  nature  of  this  debate  will 
not  allow  me  to  avoid  the  mention  of  names.  The  reality 
of  reports.circulating,  and  operating  to  a  certain  degree,  is 
equally  admitted  on  all  fides  of  the  houfe.  The  arguments 
urged  to  defeat  the  ul'e  which  is  made  of  this  fad  by  the  rp- 
folujtion  under  difcufiion,  are  far  from  contradi£ting  its  vera* 
city.  No  :  its  validity  is  fuppofed  ;  the  conferences  only, 
which  we  impute  to  that  circumftance,  are  difputed.  No 
man  has  yet  ventured,  or  dares  to  venture,  to  ftand  forth,  and 
fay,  in  fo  many  words,  that  it  does  not  exift.  This  would  cer- 
tainly finifh  the  cbnteft  much  to  the  honour  of  the  nobleman 
concerned,  but  ftill  more  to  the  fatisfadiion  of  this  Houfe 
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and  the  tranquillity  of  the  public.  .-His  honourable  relation, 
who  dares  the  Houfe  to  a  fpecific  charge,  leaves  that  whole 
load  of  fufpicion  and  crimination  on  the  character  he  would 
defend,   unbroken,   undiminished   and  unequivocal.     This 
may  not  be  fo  much  owing  to  a  confciou&efs  of  delin- 
quency, as  a  fentiment  of  pride:    pride  is  the  paffion  of 
,  little,  dark,  intriguing  minds ;  and  nothing  but  the  troth  of 
the.  charge  can,  in  the  prefent   cafe,  be  more  incompatible 
with  every  principle  of  re&itude  and  virtue.    This  rumour 
has  been  treated  with  a  levity  which  amounts  to  a  tarcafm 
or  lampoon  on  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe.    But  I  will  tell 
gentlemen  it  is  not  a  new  (paper,  it  is  not  a  verbal  (urmife, 
but  fomething  much  flronger  and  more  ferious ;  these  is  a 
written  record  to  be  produced.    This  letter  (pulling  it  out 
of  his  pocket)  is  not  to  be  put  in  t*he  balance  with  the  lye 
of  the  day.    It  ftates,  that  "  his  Majefty  allowed  Earl  Tem- 
ple to  fay,  that  whoever  voted  for  the  India  bill,  were  not 
only  not  his  friends,  but  he  fhould  confider  them  as  his  ene- 
mies.   And,  if  thefe  word*  were  not  ftrong  enough,  Earl 
Temple  might  ufe  whatever  he  might  deem  ftronger,  or  more 
to  the  purpofe."    Is  this  parliamentary*  or  is  it  truth  ?  — 
Where  is  the  man  who  dares  to  affirm  the  one  or  deny  the 
other  ?  or  to  fay,  that  he  believes  in  his  conference  mch  a 
rumour  was  not  calculated  to  produce  an  immediate  tBEoSt  ? 
It  certainly  tended,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  vilify,  in  the 
grofieft  and  moft  violent  manner,  the  proceedings  of  frriii- 
ment.    It  fays  to  the  public,  that  we  are  not  equal  to  our 
truft ;  that  we  either  ignorantly  or  wilfully  betray  the  inte- 
reft  of  our  constituents ;  and  that  we  are"  not  to  be  guided 
in  our  decisions  by  their  convi&ions  or  our  own,  but  by 
that  unfeen  and  myfterious  authority,  to  whom  the  Sove- 
reign, his  Counfellors  and  the  Legislature,  are   only  the 
blind  and  paflive  inftruments.    Both  Hoyfcs  of  Parliament 
are  confequently  parties  in  the  conteft,  and  reduced,  by  this 
unfortunate  and  wicked  advice,  to  the  predicament  of  a  man 
Itruggling  for  his  life.    We  are  robbed  of  our  rights,  with  a 
menace  of  immediate  deftru&ion  before  our  face.    From  this 
moment,  farewel  to  every  independent  roeaftfre '   Whenever 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  rights  of  private  property,  or 
the.  (till  wore  facred  and  invaluable  privileges  of  peribnal 
fafety,  invaded,  violated,  or  in  danger,  are  vindicated  by  this 
Houfe,  where  alone  they  can  be  legally  and  eiie&ually  re* 
drefied,  the  hopes  of  the  public,  anxious,  eager  and  panting 
for  the  iflue,  are  whifpered  away,  and  for  ever  fupprcfled  by 
the  hceath  of  feg-et  influence.    A  Parliament  thus  fettered 
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and  controled,  without  f^irtt  and  without  freedom,  Si*. 
ftead  of  limiting,  extends,  fubftantiates  and  eftabtffhes  be- 
yond all  precedent,  latitude,  or  condition,  the  pretog*. 
tives  of  the  crown.  But,  though  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  ; 
Commons  were  fo  ftiamefully  loft  to  its  own  freight  in  the 
Conftitution,  were  fq  unmindful  of  its  former  ftruggles  and 
triumphs  in  the  gceat  caufe  of  liberty  and  mankind,  were  fo 
indifferent  and  treacherous  to  thofe  primary  objects  and 
concern  for  which  it  wa*  originally  inftituted,  I  truft  the 
chara£teriftic  fpirit  of  this  country  is  (till  equal  to  the  trial  J 
I  truft  Engliflimen  will  be  as  jealous  of  fectet  influence  as 
fuperior  to  open  violence;  I  truft  they  are  not  mom  ready- 
to  defend  their  interefts  againft  foreign  depredation  and 
infult,  than  to  encounter  and  defeat  this  midnight  confpi* 
racy  againft  the  Coiiftitution. 

The  proportion  of  this  evening  is  therefore  founded  on  % 
HSt  the  mod  extraordinary  and  alarming  this  country  could 
hear  ;  a  fad,  which  (hikes  at  the  great  bulwark  of  <ror  li- 
berties, and  goes  to  an  abfolute  annihilation,  not  of  our 
chartered  rights  only  and  unequivocally,  but  thofe  radical 
and  fundamental  ones  which  are  prior  and  paramount  *tn 
all  charters,  which  were  conCgned  to  our  care  by  the  fove* 
reign  difpoikion  of  nature  ;>  which  we  canntot  rdlnquiflt 
without  violating  the  moil  facred  of  all  obligations!  to 
which  we  are  entitled,  not  as  members  of  fociety,  but  as 
individuals*  and  as  men ;  the  rights  of  adhering  fteadily 
and  uniformly  to  the  great  and  fupreme  laws  of  confeience 
and  duty;  of  preferring,  at  all  hazards,  and  without  equi- 
vocation, thofe  general  and  fubftantial  interefts  which  we 
have  (worn  to '  pre&r;  of  acquitting  ourfelves4ionoufably 
to  our  constituents,  to  our  friends,  to  our  own  minds, 
and  to  that  public  whofe  truftees  we  are  and  for.  whom 
we  a£fc. 

How  often  {hall  the  friends  of  the  noble  Earl,  whom 
I  have  named,  be  called  upon  to  negative  the  proportion, 
by  vouching  for  him  his  innocence  of  the  charge  ?  Will 
any  of  thejn  lay  their  hand  on  their  heart,  and  difavow 
the  fail  in  that  nobleman's  name  ?  Let  them  fairly,  ho- 
nourably and  decidedly  put  an  end  to  that  foul  imputa- 
tion which  fefts  on  his  conduct,  and  the  houfe  mult  im- 
mediately difmifs  the  report  as  idle  and  ill  founded?  But, 
while  no  man  comes  honeftly  forward  and  takes  truth  by 
the  hand,  we  muft.  look  to  the  confequence.  This  hotifc 
inuft  not  tofe  fight  of  its  rights  and  thofe  of  the  commu- 
nity. 
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nity.  The  latter  can  fubfift  no  longer  than  the  former  are 
fafe.  We  now  deliberate  on  the  life  and  blood  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  Give  up  this  point,  and  we  feal  our  own  quie- 
tus, and  are  accefiary  to  our  own  insignificance  or  de- 
finition. 

But  how  is  the  queftion,  thus  unfuccefsfully  put  to  the 
friends  and  abettors  of  fecret  influence  in  this,  anfwered, 
when  put  to  the  noble  principal  in  the  other  Houfe  ?  Is  he 
ready  and  eager  to  vindicate  his  own  chara&er,  and  refcue 
that  of  his  Sovereign  from  fo  foul  a  reproach  ?  No;  but 
he  replies  in  that  mean,  infidious,  equivocal  and  tem- 
porifing  language,  which  tends  to  preferve  the  efred  with- 
out boldly  and  manfully  abiding  by  the  confequences  of 
the  guilt.  Such  was  the  ahfwer,  us  myfteriou*  and  ill 
defigned  as  the  delinquency  it  was  intended  to  conceal ; 
and  the  man  only,  wno  could  (loop  to  the  bafenefs  of  the 
•  one,  was  the  moil  likely  in  the  world  to  fcreen  himfelf 
behind  the  duplicity  of  the  other.  What,  then,  (ball  we 
infer  from  a  fyftem  of  a&ing  and  fpeaking  thus  guarded 
and  fallacious,  but  that  the  device  was  formed  to  operate 
on  certain  minds,  as  it  is  rumoured  to  have  done;  and  that 
fuch  a  (hallow  and  barefaced  pretext  could  influence  thofe 
only,  who,  without  honour  or  confiftency,  are  endowed 
with  congenial  under  (landings ! 

Had  this  alarming  and  unconditional  interference  hap* 
pened  in  matters  of  no  confequence,  or  but  of  inferior  con- 
sequence, the  evil  would  not  have  appeared  of  fuch  a  mag- 
nitude as  it  does.  But  let  us  confider  the  natufa  of  the 
bufinefs  which  it  is  intended  to  impede  orfupprefs.  ♦or  near 
twenty  years  have  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company, 
more  or  lefs,  occafionally  engrofled  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. Committees  of  this  Houfe,  compofed  of  themoft  able, 
induilrious  and  upright  chara&ers,  have  fat  long,  indefa- 
tigable, and  afliduoufly,  in  calling  forth,  arranging,  di- 
verting and  applying  every  fpecies  of  evidence  whkh  could 
be  found.  Reports  of  their  honeft  and  elaborate  condufl 
are  before  the  Houfe.  The  public  feel  the  predate  of 
this  monftrous  and  multifarious  objeft.  Gentlemen  in 
oppofition  were  at  leaft  not  infenfible  to  its  neceffity,  its 
urgency  and  its  importance.  An  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Pitt,)  who  has  diftinguHhed  himfelf  fo  much  on  this 
occafion,  protefted  very  folemnly  againft  all  palliatives, 
expedients,  or  the  abortive  fubftitutes  of  radical  and  com- 
plete itieafures.     To  meet  that  honourable  gentleman's 
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idea,  as  well  as  to  fuit  the  exigence  of  the  cafe,  the  preferit 
bill  was  brought  in.    It  has  been  called  a  ralh,  inconfidt- 
rate,  and  violent  meafure.    The  Houfe  is  "aware  what  di& 
cuffion  it  has  occafioned ;  and  I  dare  any  one  to  mention  a 
fingk  argument  brought  againft  it  which  has  not  been  can- 
didly and  fairly  tried,  not  by  the  weight  of  a  majority,  but 
by  the  Force  of  plain  and  explicit  reasoning.     No  bill  was 
ever  more  violently  and  fyftematically  oppofed,  invefti- 
gated  at  greater  length,  or  by  more   ability;  paffed  the 
Houfe  under  the  fan^tion  of  a  more  refpe&able  and  inde- 
pendent majority,  or  had  more  the  countenance  and  pa- 
tronage of  the  country  at  large.     How  then  did  it  fucceed 
iri  the  other  Houfe  ?  What  was  the  reception  which  thus 
circumftanced,   it  received  from  their  Lordfhips  ?   Some 
degree  of  decency  might  have  been  expe&ed  from  one 
branch  of  the  legiflature  t,o  another.     That  refpedcable  in- 
dependence  which  ought  to  be   the   leading  feature    io. 
their  decifions,  is  not  incompatible  with,  but  eflential  to 
fuch  a  mutual  deference  for  the   procedure  of  each,  as 
muft  be  the  confequence  of  afting  conftitutionally.     The 
bill,  however,  though  matured  and  debated  by  all  the  abi- 
lities of  this  Houfe,  though  urged  by  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  arguments,  neceffity,  and  though  recommended  by 
almoft  two  to  one  on  every  divifion    it  occafioned,    will, 
in  all  probability  be  loft.  But  I  befeech  the  Houfe  to  attend 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  likely  to  meet  fuch  a  fate.     Is 
this  to  be  effected  by  the  voice  of  an  independent  majo- 
rity*?   Can.  any  man  view  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  in 
that  refpe&able  light  ?  and  the  whole  fortune  of  the  mea- 
fure now  depends  on  their  determination.     The  rumour, 
fo  often  ftated  and  alluded  to,  was  calculated,  and  inten- 
ded to  anfwer,  an  immediate  and  important  end.    I  am 
far  from  faying  that  it  ought.     Thofe  in  high  office  and 
elevated  rank, ,  {hould  prove  themfelves  poflefied  of  high 
and  elevated  fentiments ;  {hould  join,  to  an  exquifite  feufe 
of  perfonal  honour,    the  moft  perfect  probity  of  heart; 
{hould  difcover  a6  much  dignity  and.  ftrength  of  under- 
Handing  as  may  be  expe&ed  from  a  fuperior  education,,  tho 
diitin&ions  of  fortune,  and  the  example  of  the  great  and 
the  wife.     But  how  does  this  description  agree  with  their 
mode  of  managing  their  proxies  ?    Thcfe  they  cordially 
give  in  before  a  rumour  of  the  King's  difpleafure  reaches 
their  ears;  the  moment  this  intimation  is  made,  in  the 
fame  day,  and  within  a  few  hours,  matters  appear  to  them 
Vol.  XII.  K  k  k  in 


433 


434  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i)*3. 

in  quite  a  different  light,  and  the  opinion  which  they  em- 
brace in  the  morning,  is  renounced  by  noon.     I'  am  as 
ready  as  any  man  to  allow,  what  is  barely  probable,  .that 
thefe  Lords  might  receive  new  convictions,  which,  like  a 
miracle,  operated  effectually  and  at  once;  and  that,  not- 
withstanding their  proxies,  from  fuch  a  fudden  and  extra- 
ordinary circumftance,  without  hearing  any  debate  or  evi- 
dence' on  the  fubject,  they  might  feel  an  immediate  and  un- 
accountable impulfe  to  make  their  perfonal  appearance, 
and  vote  according  to  their  conferences.  Who  would  chute 
to  fay  that  all  this  may  not  actually  have  been  the  cafe  ? 
There  is    certainly,  however,   a  very  uncommon  coinci- 
dence in  their  Lordfliips'  peculiar  fituation  and  tbis  unex- 
pected revolution  of  fentiment;  and,  were  I  dityofed  to 
treat  the  matter  ferioufly,  the.  whole  compafs  of  language 
affords  no  terms  fufficiently  ftrong  and  pointed  to  mark 
the  contempt  which  I  feel  tor  their  conduct !   It  is  an  im- 
pudent avowal  of  political  profligacy !  as  if  that  fpecics  of 
^  '        treachery  were  lefs  infamous'than  any  others  It  is  not  only  a 
degradation  of  a  ftation  which  ought  to  be  occupied  only 
by  the  bigheft  and  mod  exemplary  honour,  but  forfeits 
their  claim  to  the  characters  of  gentlemen,  and  reduces 
them  to  a  level  with  the  meaneft  and  the  bafeft  of  the 
ipecies :  it  infults  the  noble,  the  ancient  and  the  characte- 
riftic  independence  of  the  Englifh  Peerage,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  traduce  and  vilify  the  Britifh  legiflature  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe  and  to  the  lateft  pofterity.    By  what  magic 
nobility  can  thus  charm  vice  into  virtue  I  know  not  nor 
wifli  to  know ;  but  in  any  other  thing  than  politics,  and 
among  any  other  men  than  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  fucb 
.  an  inftance  of  the  gro/Teft  perfidy  would,  as  it  well  defer*-  , 
ed,  be  branded  with  infamy  and  execration. 

Is  there  anything  thtpi  more  plain  and  obvious,  than 
that  this  great,  this  important,  this  urgent  meafurp,  is  be* 
come  the  handle  of  a  defperate  faction,  whofe  principal 
.  object  is  power  and  place  ?  It  is  the  victim  not  of  open  and 
fair  reafoning,  but  of  that  influence  which  fhuns  tne  lighc 
and  fhrinks  from  difcuflion ;  for  thofe  who  pledged  their 
honour  in  its  fupport,  from  an  acknowledged  conviction 
of  its  rectitude,  its  propriety  and  utility,  have  broken  that 
faith,  and  relinquifhed  their  own  judgments,  in  conic- 
quence  of  a  rumour  that  fuch  a  conduct  would  be  per- 
fonally  rcfented  by  the  Sovereign.  What  bill,  in  the 
hiftory  of  Parliament  or  this  country,  w*s  ever  fo  traduccJr 
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fq  fpully  mifreprefented  and  betrayed  in  its  pafiage 
through  the  different  branches  of  the  legiflature  ?  The 
ftroke  which  muty  decide  the  conteft,  cannot  come  from  its 
real  enemies  but  its  falfe  friends;  and  its  fate,  without 
example  in  the  annals  of  this  Houfe,  will  be  handed  down 
to  the  remotcft  pofterity,  not  as  a  trophy  of  vi&ory  but  a 
badge  of  treachery* 

FJere  the  honourable  gentleman,  with  his  ufyal  libera- 
lity^ upbraids  me  with  monopolizing,  not  only  all  the  in-   % 
fluence  of  the  crown,  the  patronage  of  India,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  whiggifm,  but  the  whole  of  the  Royal  confidence :, 
hut  all  fuch  round,  unqualified  and  unfounded  imputations 
mull  be  contemptible,  becaufe  not  true *  and,  the  bittereil 
enemy,  not  loft  to  every  fenfo  of  manlinefs,  would  fcorn 
to  become  an  accufer  on  grounds  fo  palpably  falfe.     It  is 
indeed,  as  it  has  always  been,  my  only  ambition  to  aft. , 
ipch  a  part  in  my  public  and  political  conduct,  as  fhall 
eventually  give  the  lie  to  every  fpecies  of  fufpicion  which 
thofe  who  oppofe  me  feem  fb  anxious  to  create  and  circu- 
late: and,  if  to  compafs  that  by  every   poffible   exertion 
from  which  nq  man  in  the  found  exercife  of  his  under- 
Handing  can  honeftly  diflent,  be  a  crime,  I  plead  guilty  to 
the  charge.    This  I  am  not  afhamed  to  avow  the  predo- 
minating paflion  of  my  life ;  and  I  will  cheriih  it,  in  fpite 
of  calumny,  declamation,  and  intrigue,  at  the  rifque  of  all 
I  value  moll  in  the  world.  , 

But,  in  this  monopoly  of  influence,  the  Lords  of  his 
Majefty's  Bedchamber  ought  at  leaft,  for  the  fake  of  de- 
cency, to  have  been  excepted.  Thefe,  we  all  know,  are 
conftantly  at  the  back  of  whoever  is  Minifter  of  the  day. 
How  often  have  they  not  been  ftigmatized  with  the  name 
of  the  houfehold  troops,  who,  like  the  Praetorian  bands, of 
ancient  Rome,  are  always  prepared  for  the  ready  execu- 
tion of  every  fecret  mandate !  I  remember  a  laying  of  an 
able  ftatefman,  whom,  though  I  differed  with  in  many 
things,  I  have  always  acknowledged  pofleiTed  of  many  emi- 
nent and  ufeful  qualities.  The  fentence  I  allude  to  I  have 
always  admired  for  its  boldncfs  and  propriety*  It  was  ut- 
tered by  the  late  George  Grenville  in  experiencing  a  fimi- 
lar  treachery  —  and  would  to  God  the  fame  independent 
and  manly  fentiments  had  been  inherited  by  all  who  bear, 
the  name  —  "  I  will  never  again,"  faid  he,  <c  be  at  the 
head  of  a  firing  of  Janiifaries,  who  an;  always  ready  to 
ftrangie  or  difpatch  me  >6n  the  lead  fign^l."  .     . 
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Where  is  that  indue,  that  unconftitutional  influence, 
with  which  the  honourable  gentleman '  upbraids  me  and 
thofe  with  whom  I  aft?  Are  our  meafures  fupportedby 
any  other  means  than  Minifters  have  ufually  employed  ?  In 
what,  then,  am  I  the  champion  of  influence  ?  Of  the  in- 
fluence of  found  and  fubftantial  policy,  of  open,  minute 
and  laborious  difcuflion,  of  the  moft  refpedable  Whig  in- 
terefl  in  the  kingdom,'  of  an  honourable  majority  in  this 
Houfe,  of  public  confidence  and  public  refponfibility,  I  am 
proud  to  avail  myfelf,  and  happy  to  think  no  man  can  bar 
my  claim.  But  every  fort  of  influence  unknown  to  the 
conftitution,  as  bafe  in  itfelf  as  it  is  treacherous  in  its  con- 
fequences,  which  is  always  fuccefsful  becaufe  incapable,  of 
oppofition,  nor  ever  fuccefsful  but  when  exerted  in  the 
dark,  which,  like  every  other  monfter  of  fa£Hous  breed, 
never  (talks  abroad  but  in  the  abfence  of  public  principle, 
never  afTumes  any  other  fliape  than  a  whifper,  and  never 
frequents  any  more  public  plaee  of  refort  than  the  back 
flairs  or  clofet  at  St.  James's,  —  all  this  fecret,  intriguing 
and  underhand  influence,  I  am  willing  and  ready  to  forego : 
I  will  not  even  be  the  Minifter  of  a  great  and  free  people 
oh  any  condition  derogatory  to  my  honour  and  indepen- 
dence as  a  private  gentleman.  Let  thofe  who  have.no 
other  objeft  than  place,  have  it  and  hold  it  by  the  only  te- 
nure worthy  of  their  Acceptance,  —  fecret  influence  :«— 
but  without  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe  as  well  as  that 
of  the  Sovereign,  however  neceflary  to  my  circumftances 
and  defirable  to  my  friends,  the  dignity  and  emoluments  of 
office  (hall  never  be  mine. 

Is  it  then  to  the  India  bill  I  am  indebted  for  this  new 
appellation  ?  Is  there  a  fingle  argument  on  this  topic  which 
has  not  been  thoroughly  and  repeatedly  difcufled  ?  But  the 
-  honourable  gentleman  has  two  firings  to  his  bow:  if  he 
cannot  blow  me  with  the  people,  by  demonftrating  bow 
this  meafure  increafes  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  he  will 
try  what  he  can  do  with  the  Crown,   by  exhibiting  it  as 

fenerating  an  independence  or  ariflocracy  for  the  Minifter. 
lis  own  popularity  may  go  a  great  way  in  accompliihing 
the  one,  and  fecret  influence  will  always  be  adequate  to 
the  other ;  and  by  an  inceflant  clamour  againft  the  whole 
of  the  bufinefs,  fomented  and  propagated  at  the  inftance 
of  a  mean  =and  interefted  fa&km,  it  is  not  unlikely  he  may 
fucceed  in  both.  But  I  muft  beg  gentlemen  to  confider, 
that  this  meafure,  which  owes  all  its  imperfe&ions  and  ob- 
noxious 
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noxious  qualities  — •  not  to  the'  original  text  —  but  to  the 
notes  and  commentaries  of  its  numerous  editors  and  inter* 
preters,  is  intended  merely  as  an  experiment,  fubjeft  to  the 
cognizance  and  controul  of  the  Legiflature.  Is  there  any 
thing  here  independent  of  the  three  Eftates  in  Parliament 
aflembled  ?  You  fay  it  is  an  executive  power  for  which 
the  conftitution  affords  no  prefcription.  But  are  you  aware* 
to  wnat  extent  this  argument  goes  ?  It  deprives  you,  at 
one  ftroke,  of  all  the  manifold  advantages  which  refulc 
from  every  poflible  'modification  of  colonization.  What 
fyftem  of  government  can  be  applied  to  any  foreign  Settle- 
ment or  territory  whatever,  which  is  not  profcribed  by  the 
fame  reafoning  r  And,  if  this  literal  adherence  to  the  form, 
in  contradi&ion  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution  is  to  be 
adopted,  without  regard  to  the  many  vaft  commercial  in- 
terefts,  which  produce  the  moft  fertile  refources  and  form 
no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  our  national  ftrength  and  diftinc- 
tion,  we  (hall  foon  be  circumfcribed  within  our  original 
boundaries,  and  be  accounted  as  little  among  the  nations 
as  ever  we  were  great. 

Condufions,  however,  on  fuch  fpeculative  theories  as  thefe 
are  as  idle  as  unfatisfattory.  We  never  can  forget  that  fome- 
thing  muft  be  done.  I  deny  that  any  thing  has  yet  been  of- 
fered or  tried,  more  congenial  to  the  Conftitution,  moreade* 
quate  to  the  objeft,  or  more  advantageous  to  the  community 
at  large  than  the  bill  in  queftion.  I  am  pcrfe&ly  aware  rf 
whatever  has  been  or  can  be  alledged  on  the  fubjeft $  but, 
abftra&ed  from  the  fcramble  of  intereft  and  the  pitiful  bug- 
bears of  defign,  not  one  folid  obje&ion  on  the  point  of 
influence  has  yet  been  advanced.  The  novelty  of  the 
fyftem  is  quite  as  good  a  foundation  for'  predi&ing  the  beft 
as  the  word  confequences.  It  is  lare  that  men  are  thus 
prone  to  mifconftrue  the  plaineft  propofitions  without  fome 
latent  purpofe ;  and  we  have  the  fame  right  to  comment 
on  the  motives  on  which  the  meafure  is  oppofed,  as  you 
have  for  reprobating  thofe  in  which  it  originated. 

Even  fuppofing  the  rumours  on  which  tjie  refolution 
was  propofed  were  true,  it  is  alledged  that  fe  noble  Duke 
in  the  other  Houfe  counteracted  the  efteft  of  one  influence 
by  another.  It  had  been  whifpered  that  his  Majefty  had 
authorised  his  name  to  be  ufed  with  a  certain  view :  his 
Grace,  as  the  only  expedient  left  for  preferving  the  minds  of 
their  Lordfliips  unbiafled,  and  the  perfonal  honour  of  his 
Sovereign  unfpotted,  gave  a  negative  to  the  fad.  A  tale  was 

prop** 
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the  .knowledge  of  the  world,  or  the  amiable  decencies  of 
a  found  mind,  may  follow  the  headlong  courfe  of  ambition 
thus  precipitantlyv  and  vault  into  the  feat  while  the  reins 
of  government  are  placed  in  other  hands :  but  the  Miniiter 
who  can  bear  to  aft  fuch  a  diftionourable  part,  and  the 
country  that  fuffers  it,  will  be  mutual  plagues  tmd  curies 
to  each  other. 

Thus  aukwardly  circumftanced,  the  beft  on  earth  could 
accompliOi  nothing,  nor  on  any  occafion  however  preffing 
and  momentous,  exert  the  faculties  of  government  with 
fpirit  or  eflfed.  It  is  not  in  the  human  mind  to  put  forth 
die  leaft  vigour  under  the  impreffion  of  uncertainty.  While 
all  my  beft  meant  and  beft  concerted  plans  are  ftill  under 
the  controul  of  a  villainous  whifper,  and  the  moft  valuable 
confequences,  which  I  flattered  myfelf  muft  have  refulted 
from  my  honreft  and  indefatigable  induftry,  are  thus  defea- 
ted by  fecret  influence,  it  is  impoflible  to  govern  longer 
either  with  honour  to  myfelf  or  fuccefs  to  the  public.  The 
moment  I  bring  forward  a  meafute  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  ,ftate,  and  (lake  my  hopes  and  reputation,  or 
-  indeed  whatever  is  moft  dear  and  interefting  in  life,  on  its 
merit  and  utility,  inftead  of  enjoying  the  triumphs  of  hav- 
ing afted  fairly  and  unequivocally,  all  my  labours,  all  mf 
vigilance,  all  my  cxpe&ations,  fo 'natural  to  every  eeoerous 
and  manly  exertion,  are  not  only  vilely  frittered,  but  infi- 
dioufly  and  at  once  whifpered  away  by  rumours,  which, 
whether  founded  or  not,  are  capable  of  doing  irreparable 
mifchicf,  and  have  their  full  e£Fe&  before  it  is  poffible  to 
contradift  or  difprove  them. 

So  much  has  been  faid  about  the  captivity  of  the  Throne, 
while  his  Majefty  ads- only  in  concert' with  his  Miniftcrs, 
that  one  would  imagine  the  fpirit  ahd  foul  of  the  Britifli 
Constitution  were  yet  unknown  in  this  Houfe.  It  is  wife- 
ly eftablifhed  as  a  fundamental  maxim,  that  the  King  can 
-do  no  wrong ;  that  whatever  blunders  or  even  crimes  may 
fce  chargeable  On  the  executive  power,  the  Crown  is  ftiU 
faultlefs.  But  how?  Not  by  fuffering  tyranny  and  oppref- 
4ion  in  a  free  government  to  pafs  with  impunity ;  certainty 
nott  but  the  Minifter  who  advifes  or  executes  an  uncon- 
stitutional meafure,  does  it  at  his  peril ;  and  he  ought  to 
know,  that  Engliflimen  are  not  only  jealous  of  their  rights, 
tut  legally  poflefied  of  powers,  competent  on  every  fach 
emergency  to   redrefs  their  wrongs.     What  is  the  diftinc- 

tion  between  an  abfolute  and  a  limited  monarchy?  but 

that 
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that  the  Sovereign,  in  the  one,  is  a  defpot  and  may  do  what 
he  pleafes,  but  in  the  other,  is  himfclf  fubje&ed  to  the 
laws,  and  confequently  not  at  liberty  to  advife  with  any 
one  on  public  affairs  not  refponfible  for  that  advice ;  and  the 
Conftitution  has  clearly  dire&ed  his  negative  to  operate 
under  the  fame  wife  reftri&ions.  Thefe  prerogatives  are  by 
no  means  veiled  in  the  Crown  to  be  exerted  in  a  wanton 
and  arbitrary  manner.  The  good  of  the  whole  is  the  ex- 
clufive  objedr.  to  which  all  the  branches  of  the  Legislature 
and  their  different  powers  invariably  point.  Whoever  in- 
terferes with  this  primary  and  fupreme  direction,  muft,  in 
the  higbeft  degree,  be  unconstitutional.  Should,  therefore, 
his  Majefty  be  difpofed  to  check  the  prqgrefs  of  the  Legi- 
flature in  accomplilhing  any  meafure  of  importance,  either 
by  giving  countenance  to  an  ividious  whifper,  or  the  exer- 
tion of  his  negative,  without  at  the  fame  time  confulting 
the  fafety  of  his  Mininfters,  here  would  be  an  inftance  of 
mal-adminiftration,  for  which,  on  that  fuppoSitiort,  the 
Conftitution  hath  provided  no  remedy.  And  God  forbid  that 
ever  the  conftitution  of  this  country  Should  be  found  defec- 
tive in  a  point  fo  material  and  indifpenfableto  public  welfare! 

It  is  a  public  and  crying  grievance  that  we  are  not  thefirft 
who  have  felt  this  fecret  influence.  It  feems  to  be  a  habit 
againft  Which  no  change  of  men  or  meafures  can  operate 
with  fuccefe.  It  has  overturned  a  more  able  and  popular 
Minifter  (Lord  Chatham)  than  the  prefent,  and  bribed  him 
with  a  peerage,  for  which  his  beft  friends  never  cordially 
forgave  him.  The  fcenes,  the  times,  the  politics  and  the 
fyftem  of  the  court,  may  Shift  with  the  party  that  predomi- 
nates, but  this  dark  myfterious  engine  is  not  only  formed  to 
control  every  Miniftry,  but  to  enflave  the  Conftitution. 
To  this  infernal  fpirit  of  intrigue  we  owe  that  inceflant 
fluftuation  in  his  Majefty's  Councils,  by  which  the  fpirit  of 
Government  is  fo  much  relaxed,  and  all  its  minuteft  objedts 
fo  fatally  deranged.  During  the  ftrange  and  ridiculous  in- 
terregnum of  laft  year,  I  had  not  a  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
with  whom  it  originated ;  and  I  looked  to  an  honourable* 
gentleman  (Charles  Jenkinfon)  oppofite  to  me,  the  moment* 
the  grounds  of  objection  to  the  Eaft-India  bill  were  ftated.' 
The  fame  illiberal  and  plodding  cabal  who  then  inverted 
the  Throne,  and  darkened  the  Royal  mind  with  ignorance* 
and  mi  (conception,  have  once  more  been  employed  to  a&  the 
fame  part.  But  how  will  the  genius  of  Englishmen  brook 
the  infult?  Is  this  enlightened  and  free  country,  which  has 
fo  often  ^nd  fuccefsfully  Struggled  againft  -every  fpecies  of 
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undue  influence,  to  revert  to  thofe  Gothic  ageti  when  Prin- 
ces were  tyrants,  Minifters  minions,  and  Government  in- 
triguing? Much  and  glorioufly  did  this  Houfe  fight  and 
overcome  the  influence  of  the  Crown  by  purging  irfelf  of 
xninifterral  dependents :  but  what  was  the  Contractors  bill, 
the  Board  of  Trade,  or  a  vote  of  the  revenue  officers,  com- 
pared to  a  power  equal  to  one-third  of  the  Legislature,  un- 
anfwerable  for,  and  unlimited  in  its  a&ing  ?  Againft  theft 

1  we  had  always  to  contend?  but  we  knew  their  ftrength,  we 
law  their  difpofltion,   they  fought  under  no  covert,  they 

1  were  a  powerful,  not  a  ludden  enemy.  To  comproxnife  the 
matter,  therefore,  Sir,  it  would  become  this  HohJe  to  (ay, 
rather  than  yield  to  a  ftretch  of  prerogative  thus  unpreceden- 
ted and  alarming,  withdraw  your  fecret  influence,  and, 
whatever  entrenchments  have  been  made  on  the  Crown,  we 
are  ready  to  repair :  take  back  thofe  numerous  and  tried  de- 
pendents who  lb  often  fecured  you  a  majority  in, Parliament; 
we  fuhmit  to  all  the  mifchiefwhich  even  this  acceffion  of 
flrength  is  likely  to  produce  ;  but  for  God's  fake  (bangle  us 
not  in  the  very  moment  we  look  for  fuccefs  and  .triumph 
-by  an  infamous  firing  of  bedchamber  janizaries ! 

The  honourable  gentleman  -has  told  .  us  with  his  nuwl 
confequence  and  triumph,  that  our  duty,  circumftancod  as 
toe  are,  can  he  attended  with  no  ^difficulty  whatever :  the 
moment  the  Sovereign  withdraws  .his  confidence,  it  becomes 
us  to  retire.  I  will  anfwer  him  in  my  turn,  that  the  whole 
fyftem  in  this  difhononrable  bufinefs  may  eafily  be  traced. 
Aware  of  that  glorious  and  independent  majority  which 
added  fo  much  dignity  and  fupport  to  the  meafnre  which  ap- 
pears thus  formidable  to  fecret  influence,  they  find  all  their 
efforts  to  oppofe  it  here  abortive : 'the  private  cabal  is  con- 
feauentlv  convened,  and  an  invafion  of  the  Throne,  as 
mofl  fuiceptible  of  their  operations,  propofed.  Jit  was  natu- 
ral to  expeft  that  I,  for  one,  would  not  be  backward  to 
fpurn  at  fuch  an  interference.  This  ctrcumftance  affords  all 
the  advantage  they  wifhed.  I  could  not  be  eafy  in  my 
Jituation  under  the  difcovery  of  fisch  an  infult ;  and  dus 
critical  moment  is  eagerly  embraced  to  goad  me  from  office, 
'  to  upbraid  me  with  the  meannefs  of  not  taking  the  hint,  to 
remind  me  in :  public  of  the  fate  which  I  owe  to  fecret ad- 
vice.  When  that  hour  conies,  and  it  out  not  be  very  dif- 
tant,  that  fliall  difmif*  me  from  the  fervice  of  the  public , 
the  honourable  gentleman's  example  of  lingering  in-  office 
after  the  voice  of  the  nation  was  that .  he  fhould  mut  it, 
fhall  not  he  mine,  Ididootcome  iaby  the  fiat  ofMajefty, 

thofch 
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though  by  this  fiat  1  am  not  unwilling  to  go  out:  lew 
ftood,  and  wiib  only  and  always  to  ftand  on  public  ground; 
I  have  too  much  pride  ever  to  owe  any  thing  to  fecret  influ- 
ence} I  trail  in  God  this  country  has  too  much  fpirit  not 
te  fpurn  and  punifli  the  Minifter  that  does.  I  arrogate  qo 
pomp,  however!  from  the  formality  of  resignation.  My 
noble  friend!  I  hope,  thinks  with  me,  that  the  prefent  is  one 
of  thofe  lingular  jun&ures  when  it  is  necefiary  to  a&  with 
caution  as  well  as  fpirit.  We  are  certainly  agreed  not  to 
retain  our  places  any  longer  than  we  can  maintain  the  dig- 
nity of  Government  with  refponfibility  and  eBeSt ;  and  to 
the  conflrtutional  mandate  of  difmiffion,  we  are  prepared  to 
bow  with  humility  and  obedience.  We  have  been  repeatedly 
reminded  of  our  difagreeable  fituation ;  but  the  chief  fa6t  to 
which  we  owe  this  inconveniency  was  only  not  tbrefeen, 
from  an  idle  opinion  that  no  man  cooM  be  bafe  and  fervile 
enough  to  undertake  it.  But  now  our  eyes  are  open  to 
traniadions,  of  which  occular  demonftration  only  could 
have  convinced*  us.  We  only  beg  when  the  revolution, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  may  be  em&ed  in  the  Royal  breaft,  is 
authentically  announced,  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  for 
oorfelves,  I  will  apprife  gentlemen,  however,  that  the 
fituation  of  Minifters  is  at  prefent  extremely  delicate. 
They  ftand  pledged  to  the  public  and  a  very  honourable 
majority  of  this  Houfe,  not  to  relinquish  the  affairs  of 
the  State  while  in  fo  much  anarchy  and  diftradion.  And 
what  Miniftry  could  wifh  for  a  ftronger,  or  more  defirabfc 
foundation  than  fuch  a  majority  as  have  constantly  voted 
with  us  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  ever  thought  public  confi- 
dence the  only  Kable  and  fubftantial  bafis  of  a  found  Ad- 
ministration. The  people  of  England  have  made  me  what  I 
am  ;  it  was  at  their  inftance  I  have  been  called  to  a  ftation 
in  their  fervice ;  and,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  treating  them 
well,  haftily  to  abandon  the  poft  to  which  they  have  gene- 
Toufly  ratfed  me.^  The  whole  of  that  refpc&able  arrange- 
ment in  which  I  am  hut  an  individual,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
hound  in  honour  to  do  Something  at  leaft  for  thirty  mil- 
lions c€  innocent  people,  whofe  expectations  have  been 
raifed  and  flattered  by  our  exertions  ;  who  have  long  ftrug- 
gled  under  every  oppreffion  and  grappled  with  their  fate  iir 
vain;  whofe  wretched  and  deplorable  ctrcumftances  atfedt 
*he  BritHh  chara&er  in  every  corner  of  the  world  with  iw- 
"ratny  and  horror;  and  who,  at  this  moment,  in  fpite  of 
•every  exertion  both  of  the  Legiflature  and  Court  of  Direc- 
tprji  groan  under  the  foonrge,  the  extortion,  «nd  «he  mat 
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facte,  of  a  cruel  and  defperate  man,  whom,-  in  my  con- 
science and  from  my  heart,  I  deteft  and  execrate ! 

it  is  impoffible  to  overlook,  or  not  to  be  furprifed  at  the 
extreme  eagernefs  of  the  honourable  gentleman  about  our 
places,  when  twenty -four  hours,  at  rnoft,  would  give  him 
full  fatisfa&ion.    Is  it  that  fome  new  information  may  be  re- 
quifite  to  finifii  a  fyftem  thus  honourably  begun  ?  or  is  the 
honourable  gentleman's  youth  the  only  account  which  can 
be  given  of  that  ftfange  precipitancy  and  anxiety  which  he 
betrays  on  this  occafion  ?  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  beft  apo- 
logy which  can  be  urged  in  his  behalf.     GeneroGty  and  un- 
fufpeding  confidence  are  the  ufual  difpofition  of  this  ten- 
der period.     The  friends  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  I 
doubt  not,  will  foon  teach  him  experience  and  caution ;  and, 
when  once  he  has  known  them  as  long,  received  as  many 
of  their  promifes,  and  feen  their  principles  as  much  tried  as 
1  have  done,  he  may  not,  perhaps,  be  quite  fo  prodigal  of 
hir  credulity  as  he  now  is.    Is  he  apprifed  of.  the  lengths 
tfeefe  men  would  go  to  ferve  their  own  felfiih,and  private 
views?  that  their  public  fpirit  is  all  profeffion  and  hypocri- 
fy  ?  and  that  the  only  tie  which  unites  and  keeps  them  toge- 
ther is,  that  they  are  known  only  to  each  other,  and  that 
the  moment  of  their  difcord,  puts  a  perio4  %o  their  ftrength 
and  confequence  ? 

If,  however,  a  change  rauft  take  place,  and  a  pew  Minif- 
. try  is  to  be  formed  and  fupported,  not  by  the  confidence 
of  this  Houfe  or  the  public,  but  the.  fole  authority  of  the 
Crown,  1,  for  one,  fliall  not  envy  that'  honourable  gentle- 
man   his    Situation, .    From  that    moment  I  put    in  my 
claim   for  a  monopoly  of    whig-principles.     I  he  glorious 
'caufe  of  freedom,  of  independence  and   of  the  constitution, 
is  no  longer  his,  but  mine.     In  this  I  have  lived ;  in  this 
will  I  die.     It  has  borne  me  up  under  every  afperfion  to 
which  my  character  has-  been  fubje&ed.    The  refentments 
of  the  mean  and  the  averfion  of  the  great,  the  rancour  of 
the  vindictive  and  the  fubtilty  pf  the  baTe,  the  derelidion 
of  friends  and  the  efforts  of  enemies,  have  not,   all,   di- 
verted  me  from   that  line  of  conduct   which  has  always 
itruck  me  a$  the  bed.     In  the  ardour  of  debate,  I  may  have 
been,  like  all  other  men,,  betrayed  into  expreflions  capable 
of  mifreprefeptation ;  but  the  open  and  broad  path  of  the 
conftitution  has  uniformly  been  mine.    I  never  was  the  tool 
of  any  junto.     I  accepted  of  office  at  the  obvious  inclina- 
tion of  this  Houfe :  I  {hall  not  hold  it  a  moment  after  the 
•toft  hint  .from  them  to  relume  a  private  flat/ion. 

'  '  The 
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The  honourable  gentleman  is,  however,  grafping  at  place 
on  very  different  grounds.    He  is  not  called   to  it  by  a 
majority  of  this  Houfe;  but,  in  defiance  of  that  major uy, 
ftands  forth  the  advocate  and  candidate  for  fecret  influence. 
How  will  he  reconcile  a  condudt  thus  prepoflerous  to  ih; 
Conftitution,  with  thofe  principles  for  which  he  has  pledged 
himfelf  to  the  people  of  England?  By  what  motives  can  he 
be  thus  blind  to  a  fyftem,  which  fo  flatly  and  explicitly 
gives  the  lye  to  all  his  former  profeflions  ?  Will  fecret  in- 
fluence conciliate  that  confidence  to  which  his  taleilts,  con- 
nexions and  principles,  entitled  him;  but  which  the  afpe& 
under  which  he  muft  .now  appear  to  an  indignant  and  in- 
fulted  public  effectually  bars  his  claim  ?  Will  fecret  influ- 
ence unite  this  Houfe  in  the  adoption  of  meafures  which  are 
not  his  own  and  to  which  he  only  gives  the  fan&ion  of  his 
name  to  fave  them  from  contempt?  Will  fecret  influence 
draw  along  with  it  that  affedion  and  cordiality  from  all 
ranks,  without  which  the  movements  of  Government  muft 
be  abfolutely  at  a  ftand?  Or  is  he  weak  and  violent  enough 
to  imagine,  that  his  Majefty's  mere  nomination  will  fingly 
weigh  againft  the  conftitutional  influence  of  all  thefe  con- 
siderations^ For  my  own  part,  it  has  been  always  my  opi- 
nion, that  this  country  can  labour  under  no  greater  misfor- 
tune than  a  Miniflry  without  ftrength  and  Stability.     The 
tone  of  Government  will  never  recover,  fo  as  either  to  eftab- 
lifli  dorneftic  harmony  or  foreign  refpeft,  without  a  perma- 
nent Adminiftration ;  and  whoever  knows  any  thing  of  the 
Conftitution,    and   the  prefent  ftate  of  parties  among  us, 
muft  be  fenfible,  that  this  great  blefling  is  only  and  fubftan- 
tiaijy  to  be  obtained  and  realized  in  connexion  with  pub- 
lic confidence.     It  is   undoubtedly  the  prerogative  of  the 
Sovereign  to  chufe  his  own  fervants ;  but  the  Conftitution 
provides  that  thefe  fervants  be  not  obnoxious  to  his  fub- 
je&s  by  rendering  all  their  exertions,  thus  circumftanced, 
abortive  and  impracticable.    The  honourable  gentleman  had, 
therefore,  better  confider  how  much  he  rifques  by  joining 
an  arrangement  thus  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the  people ; 
that  they  will  never  confent  to  be  governed  by  fecret  influ-  , 
ence,  and  that  all  the  weight  of  his  private  character,  all 
his  eloquence  and  popularity,  will  never  render  the  midnight 
and  defpptic  mandates  of  an  interior  cabinet  acceptable  or 
operative  with  Englifhmen. 

When  I  fay  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  ends,  the 
wifdom  and  experience  of  our  anceftors  have  thus  directed 
the  exercife  of  all  the  Royal  prerogatives.  let  me  not  be  un- 

deruood 
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derftood  as  meaning,  in  any  degtee,  to  detract  from  thofe 
dutiful  regards,  which  all  of  us  owe  as  good  citifcen*  and 
loyal  fubjecls  to  the  amiable  Prince  who  at  prefent  fills  the 
Brit i fh  throne.  No  man  venerates  him  more  than  I  de*  for 
his  perfonal  and  domeftic  virtues.  I  love  him  as  I  lore  the 
Constitution,  for  the  glorious  arid  fuccefsful  efforts  of  his 
illuftrious  anceftors  in  giving  it  form  and  permanency. 
The  celebrated  patriotifm  of  thefe  great  and  good  men  mult 
endear,  to  every  lover  of  his  coyntry,  their  lateft  pofterity 
and  moft  diftant  connexions;  and  his  Britannic  Majefty 
can  never  lofe  the  efteem  of  his  people,  while  they  remem- 
ber with  gratitude,  the  many  obligations  which  they  owe 
to  his  royal  and  illuftrious  family.  The  prefent  generation 
regard  him  for  the  virtuous  and  amiable  example  he  exhibits, 
is  well  as  for  the  elevated  fituation  he  occupies  in  the  State; 
and  their  fucceflbrs  will  long  and  Fincerely  adore  him  for 
his  progeny.  Not  can  I  wim  him  a  greater  bfefling,  than 
•  that  he  may  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  ftibjefis,  and  that 
;  their  confidence  in  his  government  may  be  as  hearty  and 
Cncere  as  their  affection  for  his  perfon  ! 

Mr.  JtnkhrfoH  thought  hfmfelf  perfonally  called  upon  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman :  he  averred  that  he  had  ne- 
ver given  any  advice  unbecoming  his  duty  and  character  as  a 
member  of  nfe  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Priry  Council. 
He  hfegtfed  that  gentlemen  would  Tecofleft,  that  wtati  be 
avowed  ms  being  prefent  with  the  King  m  March  htt9  it  was 
Wheti  no  Mftiiftry  exifted.  The  motion  he  tfeooebt  very 
improper,  and  big  with  the  trorft  cpnfeqtrences.  He  fliould 
certainly  Vote  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  MulgrceOt  was  fuTprffed  that  Mr.  Fbx  fhotrid  be  fe 

vehement  againft  influence,  when  influence  was  the  fete  aim 

of  his  Administration.    He  conceived  him  to  be  die  moft 

%       dangerous  character  that  had  for  a  long  time  appeared  in  this 

country. 

Mr.  Martin  fpoke  with  his  xifual  fercaftic  point  agatnft  the 
Coalition. 
Sir  Herbert      Sir  Herbert  Machvorth  reprobated  the  motion,  as  calculated 

worth"       t0  ^°^  out  a  menace  to^he  dfaet  Hotrfe.    No  man  hated  m- 

x    fluence  or  cabal  more  than  hie  did,  but  for  this  retfon  tietorall 

Vote  againft  the  motion. 

Mr, T.Pitt.      Mr.  7".  Pitt  took  up  the  argomerft  2$  atruifm,  andfaid, 

-  that  therefore  it  was  ridiculous  To  ertter  into  anv  cDfcoJEon. 

The  hill  was  a  inori  fter,  and  therefore  he  rejoiced  in  its  fate. 

The  prefent  motion  he  confidered  as  the  laft  pang  xtf  adefpe- 

rate  party,  and  he  fhoUld  give  k  his  hearty  negative. 

Mr. 


Lord  Mul- 
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Mr.  Er/kifu  Aiuered  warmly  into  the  nature  of  the  quef-  Mr.  *r- 
]?*:  .  He  reprobated  the  rmuour,  as  intended  to  influence  A""* 
thofe  111  the  other  Houfe  who  had  never  before  deferted  the 
Minifter  qf  die  day.    It  was  nonfenfe  to  .deny  the  influence 
of  Xuch  9  rumour.    It  always  had,  and  muA  from  the  na- 
ture  of  the  thing    hav^   great    and  fubllantial  influence.       ' 
He  laid  there  was  not  a  roan  of  honour  in  the  houfe  who 
would  Hand  up  and  fay,  that  fuch  a  rumour  had  not  had  an 
effect  At  thefe  words  there  was  a  violent  cry  of  "  take  down 
the  words,"  and  Mr.  Erflune  gave  them  a  fair  opportunity, 
hut  which  however  .they, declined,  and  Mr.  Erfkine  refumed 
his  aigumeut,  which  was  fhort  and  pointed,  aud  was  for- 
cibly juiiged. 

Mr.  ,/f>afc#  replied  to  Mr.  :Erfkine.  He  was  not  difpleafed  Mr.Ar** 
with  Mr.  Secretary  Fox's  eulogiqm  on  the  Royal  Family. 
He  could  not  help  ohferving,  however,  that  his  attachment 
to  theiperfon  of  Majefty  was  all  i com  veneration  for  his  an- 
cefto«,  and  the  love  of  his  poftetity.  He  faid  a  few  more 
things  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Grenvilh  faid,  that  having  taken  down  the  words  as  Mr.  Gns- 
delirercd  by  Mrf  Fok,  as  being  the  words  made  ufe  of  by  a  vlUt* 
noble  perfon,  his  near  relation,  and  which  hud  been  made  fo 
much  the  fubjetft  of  debate, %  he  had  {hewn  them  to  his  noble 
relation,  and  he  was  fully  authorifed  to  fay,  that  the  noble 
perfon  had  never  made  ufe  of  thefe  words.  • 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he. Mr.  Sec. 
had  authority  to  prove  no  more  than  this,  had  authority  to  Fox* 
prove  nothing.     Thefe  w^re  not  the  precife  words  —  then 
what  were  the  precife  words  ?  Would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, or  any  other  perfon,  flondvn^  up  to  anfwer  for  the  no- 
ble Earl,  fay,  that  he  had  not  macle  ufe  of  fome  words  to  the 
fame  effeft  as  thofe  which  he  had  mentioned,  viz.  words  cal- 
culated to  influence  the  minds  of  men  by  the  ufe. of  the 
Royal  name?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  autho- 
rifed to  fay  this,  he  in  faft  gave  teftimony  to  the  truth  of 
the  rumour,  inftead  of  giving  «ny  contraduSUon  to  it* 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion — Ayes,  153;  Noes,  So. 
Wlr.; Baker  then  moved  ^the5  following  reiolution  :  u  That  tfr.£^p. 
this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  morning  next,  refolve  itfejf 
into  a  1  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toconfider  of  the 
ftate  of  <thfe  nation  ;"  which  waa  carried. 

Mr. ,ErJki*£  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  .a. *£*** 
motion  -which  he,  and  he  truftcd  tfce  Houfe  would  conceive' ^^ 
to  be-ncotfla«y,  4»  an  inattediate  follower  of  that  vrhfch,  h*d 
3  been 
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been  carried  by  a  majority  of  almoft  two  to  one.  Meafures 
mull  be  immediately  taken  with  regard  to  India.  The  fate 
of  India  was  at  flake  and  there  muft  not  be  an  inftant  of 
delay.  From  what  they  had  feen  of  the  violent  lengths  to 
which  fecret  influence  had  been  carried,  they  ought  to  be  on 
their  guard  ;  they  ought  to  take  meafures  ag.iinft  the  poffibi* 
lity  of  an  event  which  had  been  threatened,  by  which  ano- 
ther flop  might  be  put  to  their  deliberations  on  this  great  ob- 
ject. Even  the  Parliament  might  bediflblved,  a  meafure  of 
fuch  violence  and  defpair,  as  perhaps  it  would  be  unneceflary 
for  them  to  deprecate,  fince  the  feelings  of  the  nation  would 
revolt  at  a  ftep  which  might  terminate  in  the  total  feparation 
of  this  country  from  her  territories  in  the  Eafh  After  a  good 
deal  of  argument,  delivered  with  much  energy,  he  moved, 
"  That  it  is  neceflary  to  the  moft  eflential  interefls  of  this 
kingdom  and  peculiarly  incumbent  on  this  Houfe,  to  purfue 
with  unremitting  attention  the  confideration  of  a  fuitabk  re- 
medy for  the  abufes  which  have  prevailed  in  the  government 
of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  the  E  a  ft  Indies;  and  that  this 
Houfe  will  confider  as  an  enemy  to  this  country,  any  pexfon 
who  fhall  prefume  to  advifehisMajefly  to  prevent,  or  in  any 
manner  interrupt  thedifcharge  of  this  important  duty." 

7  his  motion  produced  another  debate,  from  which  ftran- 
gers  were  excluded,  as  the  Houfe  expected  another  divifion. 
We  learned  from  friends  in  the  Houfe,  that  Sir  Harry  Hough- 
ton, though  he  conceived  that  the  diffolution  of  Parliament 
would  be,  in  the  prefentcircumftances  of  the  country,  a  moft 
unwife,  hafty  and  violent  meafure,  and  fuch  as  no  man  would 
be  juflifiable  in  advifing,  yet  as  it  was  the  dear  and  unques- 
tioned prerogative  of  the  Crown,  he  would  not  have  that 
Houfe  to  allude  to  it  in  the  moft  tranfient  manner.  The 
motion  indeed  did  not  mention  that  prerogative,  but  as  that 
was  the  object  clearly  in  view,  he  wifhed  the  latter  part  of 
the  motion  to  be  totally  left  out,  and  he  moved  aij  amendment 
to  that  effefh 

Mr.  Gafcoyne,  jun.  fupported  Mr.  Erfkine's  motion  with 
very  flrong  argument. 
Mr.  H.  Mr.  H*  Dundas  fpoke  for  the  amendment,  and  entered  at 

Dundit.  fome  jength  jn^0  an  examination  of  the  meafures  by  which 
Minifters  were  now  flriving  to  maintain  themfelves  in  power. 
W.  North,  Lord  North  anfwered  him,  and  declared  that  they  would 
never  defcend  to  the  meanhefs  of  keeping  their  places  by  mea- 
fures of  artifice  and  expedient.  When  they  loft  the  counte- 
nance of  Parliament,  they  would  retire  as  they  ought,  with*. 

out 
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out  hovering  about  the  gates  of  the  Palace,  feeking,  by  the 
finifter  arts  of  office,  to  withftand  the  voice  of  the  nation* 
He  fpoke  mod  powerfully  for  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Arden  concluded  the  debate,  and  reprobated  the  mo* 
tion  in  the  fevereft  terms.  K  ' 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  amendment  —  Noes,  147  ; 
Ayes,  73.    Majority  againfl  the  amendment,  74. 

The  original  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Ikcmhtr  1 8. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  in  or- 
der to  confider  the  bill  for  regulating  the  conveyance  of  let- 
ters and  packets  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Earl  Nugtnt  objected  to  the  bill,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  put'Earl  Ku- 
Ireland  on  a  footing  with  foreign  nations,  which  hdve  no  fort  gent* 
of  connection  with  this  country. 

Lord  North  faid,  that  ever  fi,nce  the  Britifli  Parliament  Ld.  North. 
palled  that  aft,   by  which  it  was  determined,  that  Ireland    • 
fhould  be  governed  by  no  laws  but  thofe  that  were  made  by 
the  King  and  the  Irifh  tarljament,  the  regulation  of  the  Irim 
Poft  Office  had  been  ,a  fubjeft  of  complaint.     The  Irifh  had' 
felt  uneafy  under  laWs,   which  they  did  not  approve,  and 
which  they  thoughtthey  had  a  right  to'alter.    It  was  frorpr 
fuch  motives  as  thofe  that  the  prefent  bill  r^ad  been  framed, 
and  not  with  a  view  to  make  the  two.  countries  appear  in  any 
new  light  with  regard  to  each  other.    It  was  very  certain  that 
the  two  countries  were  become  as  foreign  nations  in  point  of 
political  power ;  but  his  Lordfhip  hoped  that  there  fhould* 
arile  no  diffcrenceWthat  affe&ion  and  attachment  which  had: 
hitherto  fubfifted  between  them:  he  hoped  that  Ireland  would 
always  continue  a  faithful  friend  to  this  country ;  and  that 
this  country  would  ever  be  watchful  and  tender  of  the  inte- 
refts  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Newhaven  wifhed  to  lee  all  letters  going  from  Britain  Lord  New-  4 
to  members  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  all  letters  from  Ire-  ****** 
land  to'  members  of  the  •  Englifh  Parliament,  exempt  from 
poflage. 

Lord  Tibrtb  could  not  adopt  the  wifli  of  the  noble  Lord  W.  North, 
who  had  juft  fpoke.  He'  by  no  means  thought  the  revenue 
could  adn^it  of  fuch  a  coriceflion.  It  was  true  that  the  Irifh. 
Poft  Office  never  was  a  very  profitable  one  to  Britain ;  the 
Irifh  always  confider ing  the  money  they  laid  out  in  poflage 
as  an  Englifh  tax,  were  willing  to  make  it  produce  as  little 
as  poffible ;  it  feldom  produced  a  Aim  that  much  exceeded 
8000I.  per  annum.     It  was  his  Lordfhip's  wifh,  that  all  pub- 
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,  lip  inftitutioiu  (hould  be  ib  managed  as  to  produce  lefs  or 
more  to  the  revenue,  And  be  was  of  opinion,  that  if  frank- 
ing were  to  be  allowed  between  the  two  i flan ds,  that  the  re- 
venue would  be  diminished  by  the  communications  between 
them.  The  Britifli  Poft  Office,  he  faid,  bore  all  the  burden 
of  carry! rig,  and  it  was  not  unreasonable  that  it  /hould  derive 
jfotne  profit.  The  bill  had  therefore  Aated,  that  the  emolu- 
ment of  all  letters,  packets,  &c.  paffing  between  the  two 
Countries,  (hould  be  paid  into  the  Britifn  Treafury  :  and  he 
defired  that  the  whole  of  that  emolument  might  not  be  con- 
sidered as  arifidgto  Great  Britain  wkhout  any  confideration 
to  Ireland;  foi*  Ireland  was  to  receive  a  compenfatipn  of 
400DI.  per  annum;  until  it  (hould  be  qble  to  fet  up  packets  of 
its  own.  And  with  regard  to  the  poftage  of  letters,  gentle- 
men, fliould  confider,  that  the  whole  carriage  of  them,  as  far 
a*  Dublin,  was  performed  by  Great  Britain.  .  His  Lordfhip 
obfe'rved,  that  fevcral  gentlemen  in  Ireland  had  been  confut- 
ed, And  did  not  at  all  disapprove  of  the  bill.  The  difuiing  of 
franks  between  Britain  and  Ireland-  wa$.  computed  at  6000L 
Lord  Shtf.  Lord  Sheffield  objected  to  members  of  Parliament  giving 
£cl4«  up  the  privilege  of  franking :  he  faid*  the  privileges  they  had 

were  fo  few,  that  he  did  not  wifii  to  fee  them  diminifhed. 
Lord  North  and  Lord  Newhaven  faid  a  few  things  more, 

when  thfe  bill  ftbod  without  any  alteration. 

•  » 

*  a  • 

December  ig. 

...  «•  • 

Mr.  Ardca.  Mr.  Ar&n  moved  that  the  Speaker  iflue  his  warrant  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  direft  that  a  new  writ  for  Appleby 
he  made  out,  to  ele&  a  reprefentative  in  Parliament  in  the 
room  of  the  right  honourable  William  Pitt,  who,  fince  his 
ele&ion,  had  accepted  .the  places  of  Firft  Coramiffioncr  of 
bis  Majefty's  Board  0/  Treafury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under 
Tneafurer  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  A*  rofe,  and  faid/  he  thought,  it  fair  to  flate,  that 
very  important  publip  bufinefs  wpuW  b$,  brought  on  ia  that 
Houfe,  and  that  be  ihould  have  wifhed  not  to  have  agitated 
it  in  the  abfence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  was 
gone  to  his  re-ele&ion  \  but  as  from  its  nature  it  would  not 
admit  of  the  tourtefy  of  waiting  till  after  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman's  re-ele&ion,  it  mi)ft  neceflarily  tome  voder 
difcuflkm  in  his  abfence*. 

%     n.  i^r. 

:+  At  twelve  o'clock  on  Thurfday  night  the  *8th  inft.  a  ipccial 
xatflcagcr  delivered  to  the  two  rigkt  honourable  Secretaries,  of  State, 

uptjage 
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Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  H.  Dundas  rofe  together,  or  at  leaft 
nearly  together;  there  was  for  fome  time  great  noife  and 
confufion  in  the  Houfe,  the  friends  of  each  calling  out 

at1 

a  meffage  from  his  Majcfty,  intimating  that  he  had  no  farther  occa- 
sion for  their  femces,  and  defer ing  them  to  render  up  the  ieal*  of 
their  offices;  —  at  the  fame  time  mentioning,  that  it  was  the  Royal 
plcafore  that  they  fhould  be  delivered  to  him  by  $c  Under  Secre- 
taries, as  a  perfonal  interview  would  bedifagreeable.  They  were 
immediately  carried  to  the  Queen's  Jfoufe  by  Mr.  Nepean  and  Mr. 
Fraztr,  the  principal  Secretaries  in  the  feveral  offices.  A  fimilac 
meiTage  was  fent  to  the  Commiilioners  of  the  Great  Seal.  Early 
the  next  morning  letters  of  difmiflion  figned  "  Temple/'  were  fent 
to  the  other  Members  of  the  Cabinet.  In  confequence  of  this,  there; 
was  the  mod  general  refignation  of  offices  ever  remembered,  and  the 
new  Minifters  were  confiderably  embarrafled  in  making  up  their  er* 
rangement.  ,  Earl  Temple,  who  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  department,  refigned  two  days  after —At  length  the  fqllow* 
ing  arrangement  was  completed  : 

Mr*  William  Pitt,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign 
clepartment. 

Lord  Sidney,  Secretary  for  the  Heme  department* 

Karl  Gower,  Lord  President* 

Duke  of  Rutland*  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Lord  Howe,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  5  and 

Lord  Thurlow,  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  abore  pcrfons  form  the  Cabinet* 

Duke  of  Richmond,  Mailer  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Sir  George  Howard,  K.  fi.  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces^ 

The  Marquis  of  Graham,     1 

John  Aubrey,  Efq.  J 

Lord  Hood, 

Hon*  Lcfiibn  Gower, 

*£  cVS?k«hd.  ■' "  V  *»* «f  *•  ***** 

Charles  Brett,  Efq*       •-     * 
Von.  J.  J.  Pratt, 

Lloyd  Kenyon,  Efq.  Attorney  General^ 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Efq;  Solicitor  General, 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfchold. 

Duke  of  Chandos,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfchold. 

Vmn^  Lord 
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at  once  tbat  their  friend  fliould  be  heard :  but  if  the  cry 
from  the  Treafury  Bench  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  (trong, 
that  from  the  new  Oppofition  fide  was  Still  flronger.  The 
t  .  Speaker  at  length  declared  that  Mr.  Baker  had  met  his  eye 
firft $  and  after  fome  altercation  on  the  point  of  order,  Mr. 

s.  Efundas  gave  up  the  point. 

Mr.  Baker*  Mr.  Baker  faid  it  was  not  becaufe  he  had  a  better  claim 
to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  than  the  learned  gentleman, 
that  he  wifhed  to  be  heard  before  him  ;  he  did  not  mean 
to  make  any  preface  to  his  motion,  which  was  far  from 
being  an  extraordinary  one ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the 
ordinary  motion  th#  was  regularly  made  almoft  every  Fri- 
day in  the  fefiion  5  without  any  apology  therefore  for  it, 
he  moved,  u  that  this  Houfe  will,  at  its  fifing,  adjourn 
to,  Monday  next."  ' 

Mr.Dundu  -  •  Jtylr.  Dundas,  then  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  motion  he 
intended  to  have  mr^e  was,  that  they  ihould  adjourn  only 
till  to-morrow 4  and  his  reafon  for  this  was,  that  the  Land- 
tax  bill,  which  had  this  day  been  reported,  ftood  for  the 
third  reading  \  and  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
nation  that  it'  fliould  pafs  with  all  imaginable  fpecd.  Every 
one  knew  that  the  5th  of  January  would  be  a  day  that  great 
payments,  muft  be  made;  and  how  could  they  be  made,  un- 
lets the  bill  by  which  the  money  was  to  be  rai(ed  IhoaM 
pafs  before  that  day  ?  Did  gentlemen  wifh  to  ftrike  at  the 
very  root  of  public  credit  i  They  could  not  furely  defire 
that  the  creditors '■  of  the  public  ihould  be  difappointed  in 
the  payment  of  the  intereft  due  to  them  for  the  money  ad- 

Lord  De  Ferrers,  Captain  of  the  hand  of  Gentlemen  Penfionen. 
Lord  Mulgravc  and  the  Right  Hon.- William  Wyndham  GrenvtUe* 
Joint  Paymafters  of  the  Forces.        '  •   ' 

Henry  Dun  fas,  £iq.  Treafurtr  of  the  Nary. 
Sir  George  Yonge,  Bart.  Secretary  at  Wat1. 
Gibba  Crawford,  Efq.  Clerk  of  tit  Ordnance. 
John  Aldridge,  Efq.  Keeper  of^nc  Ordnance. 
Thomas  Baillie,  Efq.  Clerk  of  khe  Deliveries  of  the*  Ordnance. 
Lord  Grantley,  Chancellor  of  tne  .Duchy  of  Lancafter. 
Earl  Bathurft/  Ranger  of  St.  James's  and, the  Green  Parks. 
Duke  of  Dorfet,  Ambaflador  a{  the  Court  of  France. 
Daniel  Hail«,  Efq.  Secretary  t&  the  French  EmbagTy. 
G.  A.  Selwyo,  Efq.  Surveyor  q£  Crpwc  Lands. 
Samuel  Eftwick,  .£iq.  Secretly  (*nd  R/egUter  of  Chdfen  Hofpital 

£  Stcde,  }  f  fcretariel  of .*»  Trcafary« 
I  .  k  tanccd 
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vanccd  by  them  to  the  public.  He  hoped,  Aerefore,  they 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  Houfe  ought 
to  meet  the  next  day  for  the  purpofe  of  pafling  the  Land- 
tax  bill,  and  fending  it  to  the  Lords  time  enough  to  be 
pafled  into  a  law  before  the  5th  of  next  month.  To  flop 
the  bill  now  would  be  like  recurring  to  former  times,  when 
fuppiies  were  withheld  till  grievances  were  redrefled.  He 
would  move  therefore  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  Monday  next,"  for  the  purpofe  xof  inferring  the 
words  "  to-morrow,"  and  adding  thefe,  «*  for  the  purpqfe 
of  reading  the  Land-tax  bill  the  third  time,  if  it  fliould'be 
then  found  cngroffed." 

He  accordingly  moved  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  that  no  man  could  be  more  anxious  than  he  Mr.  Fo*. 
was  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and  consequently 
to  provide  for  the  payments  which  would  become  due  to 
the  public  on  the  5th  of  January:  and  if  the  adjourning  to 
Monday  could  have  fuch  an  effe£k  as  to  prevent  the  pafling 
of  the  bill  before  the  5th  of  next  month,  and  leaving  the 
Exchequer  empty,  his  honourable  friend  would  be  the  lad 
man  to  make  the  motion  then  before  the  Hbufe ;  and  he' 
was  fare  there  was  not  a  man  then  within  hearing,  could 
be  fo  abfurd  or  fo  wicked  as  to  give  it  countenance :  but 
when  gentlemen  would  recoiled,  that  the  bill  had  only  one 
ftage  more  to  pafs  through  m  that  Houfe,  and  that  this  was 
only  the  19th  of  December,  they  muft  laugh  at  the  idea 
that  delaying  the  third  reading  till  Monday,  would  prevent 
its  pafling  till  the  5th  of  next  month.     Indeed  it  might  be 
attended  with  one  inconvenience,  which  however  was  not 
a  mighty  otic;  it  was  merely  this,  that  the  Lords  might 
poflibly  be  kept  two  or  three  days  longer  from  their  coun- 
try feats  and  their  pleafures.    But  gentlemen  would  think 
it  much  better  at  this  moment,  when  fuch  calamities  were 
hanging  over  the  country ;  when,  by  a  Fa(h,  inconfiderate, 
and  dangerous  meafure,   the  Parliament  was  brought,  if 
repefrt  was  to  be  credited,  to  nearly  the  eve  of  a  diflblu- 
tion,  gentlemen,  he  faid,  would  think  It  much  better  to 
fubjeft  the*  Houfe  to  that  inconvenience,  than  to  leave  their 
country  expofed  to  the  dreadful  calamities  that  a  diflblution 
would  draw  down  uppn  the  nation.    He  confefled  he  was 
{truck  with  aftoniftiment,  that  there  could  be  found  in  the 
kingdom  a  fubjed  daring  enough  to  advife  hi*  Sovereign  to 
fo  defperate  a  meafure.     He  meant  not  to  queftion  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  diflblving  Parliaments *  but 

,  no 
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no  one  would,  on  the  other  hand,  queftion  the  undoubted 
right  of  that  Houfe  to  call  Mirrifters  to  account  for  any 
wanton  or  imprudent  exercife  of  that  prerogative.  No  one 
would  fay  that  fuch  a  prerogative  ought  to  beexercifed  mere- 
ly to  fuit  the  convenience  of  an  ambitious  youfig  man  :  and 
he  there  in  the  face  of  the  Houfe  declared,  that  if  a  diflblu- 
tion  fhould  take  place,  and  that  very  folid,  fubftantial,  and 
fatisfa&ory  reafons  were  not  afligned  for  it,  ho  would,  if  he 
fhould  have  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  the  next  Parliament, 
move  a  very  ferious  enquiry  into  that  bufinefs,  and  bring  the 
advifers  of  it  to  account.  At  prefent  it  would  rertder  gentle- 
men in  fome  degree  accomplices  in  the  guilt  of  a  diflblution 
without  caufe,  to  fuller  the  Land-tax  bill  to  go  out  of  their 
hands,  until  they  fhould  have  taken  fuch  meafure*  as  Would 

Sard  againft  the  evils  which  might  be  expe&ed  from  a  dil- 
ution. 
I*r*Mul-       Lord  Mulgrave  fupported  the  amendment.    He  wondered 
P*"*        that  gentlemen  could  think  of  a&ing  in  fo  unufual  a  maimer  j 
if  they  would  be  thought  to  mean  well  to  this  country,  they 
would  not  furely  oppofe  a  motion  which  had  for  its  objeft  the 
public  good,  the  fupport  of  public  faith,  aad  of  public  credit. 
He  rejoiced  that  a  ia&ion,  which  had  too  long  governed  the 
Hate,  Was  now  driven  from  the  helm.     [At  the  word  fa&ion 
there  Was  a  laugh.]    Lord  Mulgrave  feeing  the  members  00 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe  latigh  fo  heartily*  obfenred, 
that  they  were  very  merry  upon  their  misfortune :  he  re- 
joiced} however,  that  their  power  was  no  more :  he  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  he  rejoiced  to  fee  his  noble  friend  in  die  blue 
ribband  out  of  place ;  he  refpe&ed  his  character ;  he  knew 
his  integrity  and  abilities  too  well,  not  to  wi(h  that  he  Were 
ftill  in  office ;  he  lamented  only  that  he  faw  hira  in  fuch  bad 
company.    He  hoped  his  noble  friend  would  not  afl  fo  un- 
ufual a  part  as  to  enter  upon  any  bufinefs  in  the  abfcnce  of 
the  Minifter,  who  was  gone  to  his  election ;  fuch  a  thing  was 
without  a  precedent,  and  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  wow  not 
countenance  fuch  an  attempt ;  the  conflitution  gave  the  King 
an  undoubted  right  to  call  and  diflblve  Parliaments*  and  the 
uieafures  that  gentlemen  wifhed  now  to  purfue  might 
be  conftrued  to  be  a  direft  attack  upon  that  prerogative. 
Id.  North.       Lord  North  aflured  his  noble  friend,  that  he  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  do  any  thing  unufual  in  Parliament ;  and  if  his 
noble  friend  would,  only  confider  for  a  moment,  he  would  fee 
that  the  learned  -gentleman  and  himfelf,  who  fupported  the 
amendment  1  werethofe  who  wanted  the  Houfe  to  do  an  un- 
ufual thing.    The  ufual  adjournment  from  Friday  was  to 

Monday ; 
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Monday ;  the  amendment  p.ropofed  that  the  Houfe  fhould    , 
meet  on  Saturday,  a  thing  that  was  extremely  unufual  indeed, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  his  noble  friend  would  not  impute  to 
him,  or  to  the  motion  he  fupported,  any  intention  or  ten- 
dency to  introduce  an  unufual  cuftom  into  the  Houfe.    His 
noble  friend  was  furprifed  that  gentlemen  fhould  wifli  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  bufinefs  while  the  Minified  was  abfent  on  his  elec- 
tion ;  but  did ihe  noble  Lord  feribufly  think  that  if  they  were 
to  fit  there  dping  nothing  until  the  Minifter  fhould  be  re* 
elected,  that  they  had  any  chance  of  ever  feeing  him  again  in 
the  fame  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  had  no 
fuch  thought  1  and  though  a  new  writ  had  been  moved  for 
Appleby,  in  the  room  of  the  new  Minifter,  he  was  not  to 
be  deceived  by  fuch  a  device ;  and  he  believed  there  was  not 
a  man  in  the  Houfe  who  was  not  lure  that  a  diffolution  was 
at  hand.     His  noble  friend  was  furprifed  to  find  gentlemen 
fo  merry  6#  this  fide  of  the  houfe ;  he  made  no  doubt  but  he 
was;  for  uriqueftionably.it  was  a  Yery  new  circumftance, 
that  men  who  had  been  diftni fled  from  office  fhould  be  fo 
merry  ;  no  doubt  they  had  their  reafons  for  being  fo :  for  his 
part,"  He  was  greatly  mortified  at  finding  them  lo  merry ;  [a 
loud  laugh  from  his  friends]  he  was  mortified  at  being  fent 
again   to   an  election;    conftituents  in  general  would,   no 
doubtf  be  offended  that  they  fhould  be  merry  after  having 
been  difmifled  for  having  rifked  Situation,  influence,  emolu- 
ment, and  patronage,  for  the  public  good.    As  to  the  Land- 
tax  bill,  no  one  could  ferioufly  think  that  delaying  the  third 
reading  till  Monday  woul.d  endanger  its  pafling  before  the  5th 
of  next  month :  thofe  who  ftartexl  fuch  an  idea,  knew  very 
well  thai  there  was  no  danger ;  that  the  public  credit  made  it 
neceflary  it  fhould  pafs  before  that  day  ;  they  knew  it  muft 
and  would. : 

Mr.  Martin  faid  the  delay  was  fhameful ;  that  public  ere-  Mr.M^ttu. 
ditors  would  have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
5th  of  January  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  contracted  in 
confequerice  of  his  American  war ;  he  was  glad  that  he  was 
no  longer  in  office ;  and  if  thofe  who  were  to  fucceed  hirii 
would  not  call  him  to  an  account,  and  bring  him  to  juftice, 
ihey  fhoujd  not  have  his  fupport.  , 

Mr.  Gtorgt  Onflow  fpoke  to  order,  and  in  the  raoft  vebe-  Mr.  Georfe 
ment  manner  declared  it  was  a  violation  of  order  in  any  man  °»fl<w,r* 
to  hold  fuch  language  as  that  honourable  member  had  then, 
and  on  many  former  occoildns,  held,  relative  to  the  noble 
Lord;    it  was  diforderly,   unjuft,  and  unconftitutional,  to 
pronounce  any  nun  to  he  criminal  before  trial  and  convic* 

tIO0. 
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Hon.  '  He  called  upon  the  honourable  member,  therefore, 
either  never  to  ufe  fuch  language  again,  or  to  bring  his 
charge  fairly  again  ft  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.KcnyoA  Mr.  Kenyan  f  upported  the  amendment.  He  faid  he  was  not 
in  the  fecrets  of  thofe  who  were  juft  gone  out,  or  of  thofe 
who  were  coming  in,  and  therefore  he  did  not  know  what 
meafures  were  likely  to  be  adopted :  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  Parliament  would  be  diflblved  or  not ;  and  if  it 
fhould,  he  did  not  know  that  he  fhould  have  a  feat  in  the 
next  Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  indeed  did  he  wiih  it ;  but  let 
what  would  happen  on  that  head,  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment ;  becaufe  he  was  fure  that  if  the  bill  fhould  not 
pafs  before  the  5th  of  January,  the  moil  alarming  and  fatal 
conferences  would  enfue ;  and  therefore  he  was  aftonifbed 
that  the  noble  Lord,  who  had  been  fo  inftruraental  in  create- 
ing  the  public  debts,  fhould  oppofe  the  palling  of  a  bill  that 
was  to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  them.  The  noble  Lord  bad 
afked  if  the  Parliament  was  not  to  be  diflblved  ?  It  was  a 
very  ftrange  queflion  to  put  to  any  member  in  that  houfe : 
the  King  had  the  right  to  diflblve  it,  and  he  alone  could  an- 
fwer  that  queflion. 

U,  North.  Lord  North  explained  what  be  faid  had  been  mitftated  by 
the  learned  gentleman.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
faid  he  would  not  fupport  the  pew  Minifters  until  they  fhould 
bring  him  (Lord  North)  to  juft  ice,  all  he  would  fay  on  that 
point  was,  that  he  was  ready  to  meet  any  charge ;  tut  when- 
ever it  fhould  be  brought,  ne  would  be  found  able  to  anfwer 
it ;  but  that  if  the  new  Minifters  were  not  to  be  fupported  by 
the  honourable  member  until  he  fhould  be  brought  to  juftice 
by  them,  he  feared  they  would  for  ever  be  deprived  of  that 
fupport. 

sir  Grey  Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  that  when  the  learned  gentleman  talk- 

c^per.  ed  about  the  Land-tax  bill,  as  of  that  meafure  by  which  the 
intereft  on  the  national  debt  fras  to  be  paid,  he  certainly 
knew  nothing  of  what  he  was  about ;  for  no  Minifter  couM 
apply  the  money  arifing  from  the  Land  tax  to  the  putpofe  of 
paying  the  annuities,  until  the  Houfe  fhould  firft  have  voted 
the  deficiencies  of  taxes ;  it  was  by  this  vote,  and  not  by  the 
bill  in  queflion,  that  Minifters  would  be  empowered  to  carry 
the  Land  tax  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  Banks.  Mr.  Banks  was  for  the  amendment.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
fay  whether  Parliament  would  or  would  not  be  diflblved :  but 
whether  it  was  or  not,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  i&teteft  of  the 
national  debt  fhould  be  provided  for.  To  diflblve  or  not  to 
diflblve  was  in  the  breaft  of  the  King ;  and  it  was  no  had 
3  fympton 
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fymptom  of  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  his  Majefty's  choice 
of  Minifters,  that  in  cafe  of  a  difiblution,  he  made  an  appeal 
to  his  people,  to  learn  from  the  elections  whether  his  choice 
mft  with  their  approbation.  Thefe  Minifters  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  their  Sovereign ;  and  from  fuch  Minifters  the  ' 
greateft  advantage  might  be  expe&ed  by  the  public 

Lord  Maitlattdafked  the  honourable  gentleman  if  the  paf-  Urd  Mait* 
fing  of  a  money  bill,  however  neceflary  in  itfelf,  and  he  was laAd* 
very  ready  to  admit  its  necefiity,  was  the  only  bufinefs  for 
which  it  was'  neceflary  that  Houfe  ihould  continue  fitting 
without  intermiffion.  Had  nothing  happened  of  late,  that 
ihould  make  Parliament  redouble  its  vigilance  ?  ^Vas  the  con- 
futation in  fafety  i  Had  nothing  happened  within  thefe  few 
days  to  alarm  the  nation  and  that  Houfe  for  the  fafetv  of  that 
conftitution,  in  which  confifted  the  greatnefs  and  nappinefs 
of  the  nation  ?  For  his  part,  he  thought  that  every  thing  that 
was  dear  to  the  people  was  at  flake ;  and  that  the  Houfe  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  preferve  inviolate  that  con- 
ftitution of  which  they  were  conftituted  the  guardians.  The 
honourable  member  faid,  that  the  new  Minifters  poflefied  the 
confidence  of  their  Sovereign ;  he  fuppofed  that  this  was  the 
cafe;  and  no  man  ought  to  be  a  Minifter  who  did  not  poflefs 
it :  there  was  another  that  was  no  lefs  neceflary  to  a  Minifter, 
and  that  was,  the  confidence  of  the  people,  the  confidence 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Adam  was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  defire  thofe  M'»  AJ»m« 
who*  called  upon  Minifters  to  bring  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  to  juftice,  to  look  at  him,  and  fee  how  he  was 
fupported ;  to  fee  how  numerous  were  his  friends ;  what  a 
powerful  hoft  he  had  about  him ;  and  then  to  aft.  themfelves 
if  fuch  a  fupport  from  a  great  and  independent  body  of  men 
did  not  amount  to  a  complete  vindication  of  the  noble  Lord's 
chara&er,  and  as  glorious  an  acquittal  as  he  could  wilh  for 
of  thofe  charges  which  had  fo  often  been  brought  again  ft: 
him.  Powerful  by  his  own.  abilities,  he  was  ftrengthened 
by  the  aftoorfhing  abilities  of  his  late  right  honourable  col- 
league ;  united  beyond  the  power  of  any  Minifter  to  break 
their  union;  looked  up  to  by,  and  pofTefling,  as  they  juftly 
did,  the  confidence  of  fo  great  a  majority  of  that  Houfe, 
they  woujd,  they  muft  be  again  the  rulers  of  that  country. 
A  difiblution  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  public  affairs 
would  be  ruinous  to  the  country.  Our  fituation  was  criti- 
cal* How  Apod  it  with  refpedt  to  foreign  powers ;  with  In- 
diamond  he  would  fpeak  out,  with  Ireland  ?  In  fuch  a  time, 
and  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  diflolve  the  Parliament,  would 
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be  a  meafbre  which  ntaft  appsa*  dreadful  10  every  tW*k»g 
man.  Me  flien  threw  out  k>We  confines  upon  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  who  could  be  a  fupporte?  of  the  BUI  of  Rights,  and  a 
member  of  the  Conftitution&l  Society,  and  yet  hadto  objec- 
tion to  a  feat  for  the  borough  of  Huntingdon.  This  hft 
part  drew  up  Lord  Afulgrave  and  hi6  brother  Captain  Ifeipps, 
who  however  were  prevented  from  proceeding,  as  they  were 
both  Warmed,  and  the  Houfe  feared  that  the  convention 
would  run  too  much  into  pexfdnalities* 

Mr.Htmct,      Mr.  Hornet  faid  he  liked  thofo  Mkwfters  who  wife  gone 
out,  and  thofe  who  wefe  comfine  in ;  he  waa  really  lorry 

t  that  fueh  divisions  prevailed  m  the  Houfe  \  if  ho  might  be 

indulged  in  a  wifli,  it  would  be,  not withstanding  all  he  had 
beard  agj(inft  a  coalition,  taking  in  the  abilities  of  all  parts 
of  the  Houfe  might  take  place ;  if  it  fhould,  the  nation 
would  certainly  have  reafori  to  rejoice. 

The  Sill  of     The  Earl  ot,  Surry  was  againft  the  amendment    He  Cud, 

8ttR7-  that  if  the  delay  till  Monday  could  endanger  the  (ttfing  of 
the  bill,  he  certainly  would  agree  to  fit  to-morfoW;  but  he 
was  now  fatisfied,  from  what  had  fellen  from  an  hoAtiurafcie 
Baronet,  that  the  bill,  unaccompanied  by  another  meafafr, 
which  could  not  take  place  fo-fnofroW9  would  not  anfwtr 
the  end  that  gentlemen  6xpe&ed  from  it ;  and  as  he  thought 
the  difiblutiori  a  moft  dangerous  meafure*  be  weald  agree  to 
the  motion  for  adjourning  to  Monday. 

Mr.  wu-        Mf.  tPilbctforte  did  not  think  the  atnendment  of  fo  touch 

berfarcc.  confequence,  as  that  it  fhould  be  prefied  upo*  the  tfeufe ; 
he  had  rather  fit  to-morroW;  but  ftill  it  did  not  ftrike  him 
that  there  would  be  any  danger  to  the  public,  if  the  ad- 
journment fhould  be  ihade  till  Monday.' 

Sirtviiiiam  Sir  fViiliufn  Dolben  was  inclined  to  agree  to  the  ameod- 
.  Do'ben.  ment .  |)ut  ^e  a|f0  hoped  that  no  diflblution  would  take 
place;  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  ufual  recefs  wo»M  be 
given  ;  and  that  no  meafure  of  moment  would  b*  profkAd, 
\vhrle  men's  minds  were  in  this prefent  ferment;  a  few  hours 
cool  reflection  might,  perhaps,  awaken  Miniflert  to  a  fenfe 
of  the  dangers  to  which  a  diflolution  would  eapofe  the 
State;  and  a  reoefs  would  give  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
an  opportunity  to  cool,  Itefore  they  propofed  any  ferious 
meafures  to  the  Houfe ;  he  would  rejoice  indeed,  if  there 
was  a  profpe£t  that  th<£  wilh  exprefied  by  the  hotiourabJe 
member  relative  to  a  general  coalition,  might  take  place 

Mr.  Ardeo.  Mr*  Ar<kn  faid,  that  gentlemen  fpoke  againR  the  diflo- 
lution of  Parliament,  which  they  wanted  to  prevent  \  why 
they  fhould  taken  into  (heir  head*  that  fuch  ameafaie 

would 
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Would  tite  place,  it  was  net  for  Tiiih  to  fay  \  but  this  riiuch 
he  would  fty,  that  to  attempt  tp  prevent  it  would  be  td 
oppofe  Hie  juft  prerogative  of  this  Crown.  And  What 
eeuld  present  it  ?  The  refolution  of  that  Houfe  ?  He 
muft  be  a  timid  man  indeed,  and  unfit  to  be  the  Minrfter 
of  this  country,  who  Should  be  deterred  from  a  dilution 
by  a  refolution  of  that  Houfe  upon  a  queftion  of  their 
oWn  tontmuatien  or  annihilation $  for  they  were  not  to  be 
the  judges  whether  the  diflblution,  fuppofing  it  to  have 
taken  place,  was  or  wad  not  a  wrong  meafure ;  that  quef- 
tioii  Was  to  be  determined  by  another  Houfe  of  "Commons; 
by  whom  it  was  pdffible  the  diflblution  might  be  applau- 
ded tnftead  of  being  condemned.  He  would  admit,  that. 
it  was  no  light  matter  to  advife  the  diflblution  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  bat  thdfe  who  were  to  be  annihilated  by  it,  were 
hot  the  mod  proper  judges  in  the  world  of  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  the  meafure. 

JMr.  fox  faid  he  would  not  have  rifen  again,  if  he  had  Mr.  Fox. 
not  been  in  fohie  meafure  compelled  to  it,  by  a  ((range 
do&rine  which  he  had  heard  advanced  by  the  learned 
gentleman  who  juft  fat  down,  agairtft  which  he  would  take 
that  opportunity  to  enter  his  proteft.     He  would  barely 
take  notice  in  the  outfet,  of  the  indecent  levity,  to  ufe  no 
cither  term,  with  which  the  learned  gentleman  treated  the 
votes  of  that  Houfej  which  though  he  might  not  approve, 
he  ought  to  treat  with  a  little  rhore  retfpeft.     But  what  he 
meant  chiefly  to  tfcke  notice  of  was  the  expreffion,  «  that 
he  mult  be  a  timid  man  indeed,  and  unfit  to  be  the  Minis- 
ter of*  this  country,  who  fhould  be  deterred  from  a  diflblu- 
tion of  Parliament,  by  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons."    He  thought  that   the   learned  gentleman,   who 
had  ftudied  the  Conftitution,  ought  to  have  known  that 
the:  voice  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  the  voice  of  the 
reople  of  England,  at  lead  as  long  as  it  did  not' appear  to 
contradicted  by  the  people.     There  was  at  The  learned 
gentleman's  elbow,  another  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Dun- 
tlaa)   who  had  told  him,   that  if  there  were  petitions  on 
the  table  from   every  county,  city,  and  borough  in   the 
-kingdom;  ftill  it  was  not  from  thefe  petitions;  but  from 
the'HoUfe  of  Commons,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  people 
of  England  could  be  learned.     Without  going  that  length, 
he  would   fay,    that  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  was  the 
ftrongeft  presumptive  evidence,   that  the  voice    of   that 
Houfe  was  the  voice  of  the  people  ;  for,  notwithstanding" 
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all  that  had  been  faid  againft  the  India  bill,  two  petitions 
only,  one  from  London,  the  other  from  Chipping  Wy- 
comb,  had  been  prefented  againft  it  by  the  constituents  of 
any  member  in  that  Houfe  •,  and  from  this  it  might  fairly 
be  inferred,  that  as  to  the  paffing  of  that  bill,  the  people 
of  England  were  with  that  Houfe,  and  that  it  fpoke  their 
voice.    Would  the  learned  gentleman  fay,  that  he  would 
be  a  timid  Minifter  who  fhould  fuffef  himfclf  to  be  deter* 
red  from  difiblving  Parliament  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  England  ?  Pof&bly  the  learned  gentleman  might  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative ;  but  he  would  tell  him,  that  he  muft  be 
a  bold  Minifter  indeed,  who  fhould  dare  to  defpife  the 
voice  of  the  people.    Premature  diflblutions  were  at  all 
.  'times dangerous;  but  at  this  time  they  were  fo  in  a  more 
peculiar  manner.     How  flood  the  country  with  refpe£k  to 
foreign  powers ;  how  flood  we  with  our  dependencies  1 
what  foreign  power  would  treat  with  a  Government  in 
which  there  was  no  liability,  no  permanency  ?  Thefe  fre- 
quent changes  would  expofe  us  to  the  contempt  of  foreign- 
ers,  render  us  and  our  Government  the  laughing-ftock 
of  Europe,  and  reduce  ever  j  thing  at  home  to  a  ftate  of 
anarchy  and  confufion,  that  might  make  this  country  feel 
all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  (hort  of  bloodfhed.     Future 
governments  might  think  themfelves  fecure,  when  a£fcing 
upon  principle  and  for  the  good  of  the  public,,  when  am- 
bitious young  men  might  rife  up,  and  grafping  at  power, 
plunge  into -the  moft  defperate  meafures  to    obtain   it. 
They  might  be  aflifled  in  this  by  fecret  influence  j  and  if 
they  fhould  venture  to  think  for  themfelves,  and  refufe  to 
be  the  flaves  or  tools  of  advifers  whom  they  did  not  fee, 
the  fame  fecret  influence  which  raifed  them,  would  as 
eafily  pull  them  down.     An  honourable  member  faid  that 
his  Majefty  would  appeal  to  his  people  for  the  approbation 
of  his  choice  of  Miniflers,  which  he  was  to  learn  from 
the  de&ions:  this  he  thought  would  not  prove   a  very 
fuccefsful  manner  of  getting  their  approbation ;  however, 
upon  the  popularity  of  that  bill,  which  had  been  rejeCted 
by  the  Lords,  he  would  build  his  hopes  of  fucccfe;  be 
was  determined  to  meet  a  popular  ele&ion  3  he  believed 
there  was  not  a  more  unbiafTed,  independent,  or  numer- 
ous body  of  eleftors  in  the  kingdom  than  thofe  of  the  city 
which  he  had  now  the  honour  to  reprefent,  and  to  thole 
c{e£tor$  hp  would  again  offer  hiipfelf  $  nor  was  he  afraid 
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that  in  confequcnce  of  that  bill  he  fliould  lofe  their  confix 
dence. 

Mr.  Arien  explained:  he  did  not  mean  by  what  he  had  Mr.Affca. 
faid  to  affert  that  the  voice  of  the  people  of  England  ought 
not  to  deter  a  Minifter  from  diffolving  a  Parliament)  if  he 
had  good  reafons  for  doing  it  \  but  he  meant  that  he  mull 
be  a  timid  Minifter  who  would  be  deterred  by  a  refolution  x 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  only,  and  this  he  would  abide 
by. 

Lord  John  Coven Ji/h  admitted  the  neceffity  that  the  de-  Lort  Jcim 
ficiencies  muft  be  voted,  and  the  bill  pafled  before  the  $th  Cwrsad** 
of  January,  ftill  he  oppofed  the  amendment,  becaufe  the 
adjournment  to  Monday  could  not  poflibly  delay  the  voting 
of  the  deficiencies,  without  which  the  money  arifing  from 
the  land  tax  could  not  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  into* 
teft ;  and  the  fitting  to-morrow  could  not  by  any  meant 
haften  the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs,  as  no  money  could  be 
voted  in  the  firft  inftance  but  in  a  Committee  of  Supply* 
and  that  Committee  never  fat  on  Saturdays. 

The  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and  the  amendment  wa$ 
•rcje&ed.  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  think  proper  to  call  for  a 
diviiion.  The  original  motion  was  then  carried  without 
any  farther  debate. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  above  bufineTs,  moft  of  the 
members  retired ;  when  Mr.  Lee,  late  Attorney  General, 
got  up  and  moved,  "  That  the  farther  conlideration  of  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold's  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  be  deferred 
to  the  20th  of  July  next/9  This  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Ba- 
ker, and  a  divifion  enfued,  when  the  numbers  were, 

For  the  motion,  27  —  Againftit,  8.  Majority  19* 
By  which  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  efFe&ually  defeated  his 
perfevering  opponent}  and  what  is  rather  lingular,  the 
Speaker,  and  four  Tellers,  added  to  thofe  members  who 
divided  made  no  more  than  40,  the  exa&  number  that 
constitutes  a  Houfe, 

December  22. 

Soon  after  the  Speaker  had  taken  the  chair,  Mr.  William  Mr.  Wm. 
Grenville  reqijcfted  the  Houfe  would  for  a  moment  favour  Gr«mUe% 
him  with  their  attention  on  a  fubjeft,  which,  though  of  a 
private  concern  to  him  individually,  was  more  particularly 
interefting  to  the  Houfe.     Certain  reports,  he  faid,  which 
Jiad  been  fpr  fopie  days  in  circulation,  had  been  made  the 

ground! 


4ft  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1783. 

vho  did  not  agree,  that  a  diffoiution  of  Parliament  at  this 
critical  moment,  would  be  attended  with  very  dangerous 
confequences  to  the  public ;  he  therefore  had  reafon  to  hope 
that  he  fhduld  not  meet  with  any  oppofition  from  amy  part 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  motion  which  he  was  going  to  make, 
•  Some  gentlemen  nad  on  a  former  day  argued  againft  the 
interference  of  that  Houfe  with  the  exercife  of  the  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  the  Crown.  He  was  fure  that  the 
addrefs  which  he  intended  to  move  would  not  be  oppofcd 
by  thefe  gentlemen,  becaufe  in  the  very  outfet  it  acknow- 
ledged the  exiftence  of  that  prerogative,  and  profeffed  that 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mons than  to  infringe  upon  it.  It  prefumed  only  to  exer- 
cife a  privilege  as  inherent  in  that  Houfe,  as  the  preroga- 
tive of  calling  and  diflblving  Parliament  was  in  the  Crown, 
the  privilege  of  approaching  the  Throne  with  their  advice, 
and  giving  it  in  that  dutiful  and  refpe&ful  manner  which 
became  fubje&s  fpeaking  to  their  Sovereign.  The  Houfe 
could  not  forget  the  many  important  concerns  which  preifcd 
upon  their  confideration j  the  (late  of  public  credit  at  home, 
no  connexion  as  yet  formed  with  America  for  the  great 
purpofe  of  commerce ;  the  affairs  of  India  diftra&ed,  and 
the  flate  of  the  Company's  finances  at  home  called  for  im* 
mediate  relief  from  Parliament.  Thefe  were  objects  which 
preflTed  themfdves  upon  the  Houfe,  and  gentlemen  knew 
that  the  confideration  of  them  could  not  be  delayed  with* 
out  manifeft  injury  to  the  State.  In  fuch  a  fituation  of 
affairs,  to  advife  a  diflblution  of  Parliament,  would  in  fad 
be  to  draw  down  deftruftioxi  upon  the  country;  for  it  would 
caufe  a  delay  of  at  leaft  two  months  before  any  thing  could 
be  done,by  which  the  great  ends  of  fupporting  Ihe  credit  of 
the  public  and  of  the  Company,  and  of  framing  wife  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  dependencies  of  the  State, 
could  poflibly  be  attained.  But  he  was  wrong  in  faying 
two  months,  it  were  well  if  in  twice  two  months  the  oufi- 
nefs  could  be  completed ;  for  what  knowledge  could  a  new 
Parliament  have  upon  the  fubjeft  of  India  affairs  which  it 
never  confidered?  It  could  only  gain  a  knowledge  indeed 
from  the  numerous  and  voluminous  reports  that  had  been 
laid  before  this  Houfe j  but  this  would  neceflarilv  create  a 
delay,  as  all  thefe  reports  mud  be  read  and  digefted  before 
|ny  remedy  could  be  devifed  that  would  apply  to  the  evils 
Complained  of.  Speaking  conftitutionally,  he  was  right  in 
not  fuppofing  that  a  fingle  Member  of  the  prefent  Houfe 
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of  Commons  would  be  returned  to  the  next ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  the  public  would  be  deprived  of  the  affiftanee  of  the 
learned  gentleman  over  agamft  him  (Mr.  Dundas)  who, 
with  many  others,  members  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  had, 
by  two  years  conftant  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  India,  qua- 
lified themfelves  to  fpea)t  with  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of 
that  country  and  to  form  proper  regulations  for  the  go* 
▼eminent  of  it.  '  The  attention  of  the  preiem  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  been  for  two  years  taken  up  with  the  confi- 
deration  of  India  affairs  \  and  therefore  it  would  be  mad* 
nefs  indeed  to  prevent  them  from  taking  fuch  fteps  as, 
from  their  knowledge  of  thefubjeft,  they  ihould  think  moft 
fahrtary;  and  to  refer  the  whole  to  a  new  Parliament,  to* 
tally  uninformed,  and  ooftfequently  not  qualified  to  bring 
the  bufinefs  to  as  fpeedy  a  conclufion  as  tht  preflmg  ne« 
ceffities  of  the  State  called  for.  Tbefe  were  reafon*  that 
ftruck  him  as  perfeftly  w*U  founded  and  conclufive  agamft 
a  difibJution :  it  would  be  the  duty  of  thofe  who  ihould  « 
think  fuch  a  meafure  advifeable,  to  ftate  the  reafons  that 
inclined  them  to  think  fo.  It  had  been  fuggefted,  that  ai 
one  of  the  two  Houfeshad  parted  the  India  bill,  and  the  - 
otber  had  reje£ted  it,  a  diflblution  was  the  only  means  to 
wbkhf  a  Minifter  could  have  recourfe  in  otder  to  prevent  i 
ruptture  between  both  Houfes*  but  this  was  a  very  ill- 
founded  reafon.  Who  talked  of  a  rupture  between  them  1 
Did  any  one  apprehend  fuch  an  event  ?  He  could  fpeak  for 
hiinfclr  and  his  friends  that  fuch  an  apprehenfion  never  en- 
tered their  heads :  they  all  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  each  of  the  three  eftates  of  Parliament :  nothing  could 
be  farther  from  their  minds  than  to  difpute  or  even  quef* 
tion  the  right  of  the  Lords  to  rejeA  anf  bill  that  they  did 
not  think  proper  to  be  paffed  into  a  law.  But  while  toe  art  ' 
gued  for  the  independence  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  be  hoped  no  one  would  find  fault  with  him  if  he 
ihould  alfo  argue  for  the  independence  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  y  and  he  was  fure  that  this  independence  muflf 
be  deftroyed,  if  the  Parliament  ihould  be  difTolved  merely 
becaufe  the  Commons  had  palled  a  bill  ?he  Lords  thought 
proper  to  reje£h  The  bill  which  was  fan!  to  be  the  ground 
of  the  apprehended  rupture  bctween'the  two  Houfes,  had 
been  paffed  in  the  Lower  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen ;  and  it  waa  reje&cd  in  the  Upper  by  a  majority 
of  only  eighteen  —  a  carious  reafon  indeed  for  dffiblviHg  a 
Parliament,  becaufe  fa  fmali  a  majority  ibrt  w  out  a  hilt  thai 
Vol.  XII.  Ooo  had 
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Bad  been  fupportcd  and  carried  through  by  fo  uncommonly 
jgreat  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  the  India 
bill  w;l$  made  a,  (talking  >horfe  in  this  bufinefs,  and  was  by 
no  means  the  caufc  which  induced  the  prefent  advifers  of 
jthe  Crown  to  think  of  a  difiblution?  if  it  was,  they  would 
have  countenanced  thofe  who  difapproved  of  the  meafute, 
and  voted  againft  the  bill.  The  late  Prefident  of  the 
Council  was  in  this  predicament ;  he  voted  againft  the  bill, 
.and  yet  he  was*  not  fpared  from  the  general  ruin  which 
overwhelmed  his  colleagues ;  for  with  them  he  was  difmif- 
fed  from  the  Cabinet,  before  they  could  have  known  whe- 
ther he  would  not  havr?  fupported  the  new  with  all  his  in- 
fluence and  ability.  He  called  therefore  upon  thofe  who 
weie  in  the  confidence  of  the  prefent  advifers  of  the  Crown, 
to  tell  the  Members  what  they  were  to  fay  to  their  confti- 
tuents  when  fent  back  to  them  by  a  difljblution.  At  prefent, 
if  his  conftituents  ihould  aik  him  (in  cafe  the  Parliament 
was  now  diflblved)  why  ftich  an  event  had  taken  place,  he 
jnuft  really  be  at  a  tofs.  fpr  an  anfwer. '  If  they  ihould  aik 
him,  was  it  becaufe  the  ftipplies  had  been  withheld?  he 
could  with  truth  reply,  that  was  not  the  reafbn  5  for  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  had.moft  liberally  granted  all  the  fup- 
plies  that  Government  had  called  for.  If  they  ihould  aik  him, 
was  it  becaufe  the  Coranjons  had  thrown  any  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  his  Majefty's  executive  government?  He  would 
anfwer  that. this  was.  far  from  being  the  cafe,  as  in  all  their 
deliberations  they  had  gone  hand  in  hand  with  his  Ma- 
jetty's  Minifters,  and  not  negatived  a  fingle  propofitton 
which  had  been  made  to  them.  If  they  ihould  aik9  .was  it 
becaufe  they  had.  no  confidence  in  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ? 
He  would  anfwer,  no;  but  in  his  opinion,  becaufe  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  had  no  confidence  in  them;  and  therefore 
as  they  were  not  Minifters  to  fuit  the  Parliament,  they 
were  rcfolved  to  get  .a  Parliament  that  would  fuit  the  Mi- 
nifters. The  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  finding  that  a 
fecrqt  influence  had  exifted,  by  which  the  free  difcuffion  of 
a  great  quefton  had  been  prevented  in  another  place,  and 
feme  0%  the  Members  were  influenced  by  a  name  which 
.  ought  net.  ,to  be  mentioned  in  either  houie  of  Parliament 
for  the  purpofe  of  influence,  had  entered  into  fpirited  re- 
solutions in  defence  of  the  independence  of  Parliament  \ 
and  (his  alone,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  reafon  which  had 
induced  the  prefent  advifers  of  the  Crown.  A  noWe  Lord, 
Whom  fojne  per  fan*  might  have  fufpefted  of  having  been 

_  .  inftru- 


A*  1783*  ,  D '  E    B    A"  T    fe '  S.  487 

inftrumental  in  making  ufe  of  the  name  alluded  to,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  Members  of  another,  had,  as  the ' 
Houfe  had  been  already  informed,  thought  proper  this  day 
to  refign  the  office  he  had  fo  very  lately  accepted 5  and  as 
that  noble  Lord*s  near  relation  had  ftated,  he  refigned  be- 
caufe  he  had  heard  of  rumours  of  which  he  underftood  fome 
perfons  thought  him  the  author :  it  was  a  little  Angular, 
that  the  noble  Lord,  who  refigned  this  day  in  confequence 
of  rumours,  held  them  in  fuch  contempt  a  few  nights  ago' 
that  he  would  not  even  deign  to  contradift  them.     He  had 
indeed  contradi&ed  them  in  an  odd  kind  of  manner,  which 
however  might  with  much  more  truth  be  called  a  confir- 
mation of  them  than  a  contradiftion  •,  for  when  a  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  of  State  read  to  the  Houfe  the  wordg 
of  a  card  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  that  noble  Lord, 
his  friends  did  not  deny  the  fa&  altogether,  but  contented 
themfelves  with  faying,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  ufed1 
thefe  words,  which  was  a  kind  of  acknowledgement  that 
he  had  ufed  fome  words  that  might  have  conveyed  nearly 
the  fame  idea.     Here  Mr.  Erflcine  begged  leave  to  put  a 
cafe :   he   fuppofed  that  a   do&or  (hould   have  been  fuf-    . 
peeked  of  having  poifoned  a  patient  with  tinftura  thebaica\ 
that  a  friend  {hould  wait  upon  him,  and  acquaint  him  that 
fuch  a  fufpicion,  fo  injurious  to  his  ch  a  rafter,  was  rumour- 
ed abroad ;  that  the  doftor  fhould  thank  his  friend  for  his 
intimation,  and  (hould  fay  to  him,  "  My  dear  friend,  I 
aflure  you  uppn  my  honour,  I  never  did  poifon  the  patient 
with  tiriflura  tbebaica"    Mr,  Erfltihe  afked  if  fuch  an  anfwer 
as  this  would  fatisfy  any  mah  that  the  do&or  was  innocent  3 
nay,  he  infilled  that  it  would  fix  upon  him  the  ftrongeit 
fufpicion  that  he  had  poifoned  his  patient  with  fomething,       r 
though  that  fomething  was  not  un&ura  tbebaica.     The  no-       ' 
ble  Lord's  friends  in  Tike  manner,  by  denying  that'  he  ufed 
thefe  words,  gave  room  to  fufpeft  that  the  rumour  was    , 
true  in  fubftance,  though  the  particular  words  which  had 
been  read  in  that  Houfe  might,  not  have  been  the  identical 
words  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord.     For  his  part,  he  would  not 
fay  the  noble  Lord  was  guilty,  fdr  his  ppofeflion  as  a  law- 
yer taught  him  that  he  ought  never  to  go  fb'faf  in  affettion, 
unlefs  he  had  his  proofs  ready  to  fupport  it ;  but  though 
he  could  not  and  ought  not  to  declare  the  noble  Lord  guil- 
ty, ftill  he-thought  himfelf  fully  juftified  from  thecircum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,   in  thinking  that  there  was  ftrong 
grounds  for  fufpicion ;   and  consequently  a  very  proper 

Ooo  2  occa- 
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oecafion  fdf  the  interference  of  that  Houfe,  to  prevent  the 
exercife  of  a  f?cret  influence,  which  took  away  that  refpoa- 
Ability  which  was  a  pledge  to  the  public  for  the  good  con- 
duct of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  executive  go- 
vernment of   the  country.    But  there  was  (till  another 
ground  for  the  interference  of  that  Houfe.    It.  had  been 
maintained  as  conftitutional  do&rine,  that  a  Peer,  being  an 
hereditary  counsellor  of  the  Crown,  has  a  right  at  all  times 
to  advife  the  King  j  this  might  be  true  *  but  then  the  ad- 
vice (hould  be  given  openly,  not  by  ftealth,  and  be  owned 
by  the  perfon  giving  it ;  but  above  all,  the  advifer  ought 
not  to  publifh  among  thofe  who  were  to  decide  upon  the 
bills,  what  was  the  opinion  or  pretended  opinion  of  the 
Sovereign  with  refpe&  to  them ;  and  as  there  was  reafoa 
to  think  that  this  had  been  once  done  by  a  Peer  out  of  of- 
fice, the  refignation  this  day  of  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to 
was  no  reafon  for  refting  fatisfied  that,  becaufe  he  was  no 
longer  in  office,  he  would  not  avail  him  (elf  of  the  privilege 
annexed  to  his  peerage ;  and  though  not  a  Minifter,  he 
would  not  give  advice  as  an  individual  Member  of  the  Up- 
per Houfe.    As  to  the  right  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
enjoys  in  advifing  the  Crown,  he   prefumed  there  was 
00  mfcn  would  queftion  it.     The  Bill  of  Rights  declared  it 
to  be  the  birth-right  of  every  fubjeft  to  petition  the  Crown : 
now  he  would  infift,  that  the  right  of  petitioning  necefia* 
lily  included  that  of  advifing  *,  for,  according  to  his  defini- 
tion, to  petition  was  to  advife;  for  whenever  a  perfon  fen* 
tenced  to  die,  or  any  of  his  friends  petition  for  a  pardon, 
they  pray  the  King  to  do  fomething  -which  he  has  a  legal 
fight  to  do  or  not  to  do,  juft  as  he  pleafes.    It  is  a  part 
of  the  King's  prerogative  to  remit  capital  punilhmeats; 
*      and  if  to  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  exercife  of  that  pre* 
fogative  were  uneonftitutional,  then  it  were  unconftitu- 
tiooal  for  a  capital  convi&  or  his  friends  to  petition  for  his 
life,  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  :  now 
*  as  fuch  a  favour  a6  that  of  granting  the  life  of  a  conviA, 

e*n  lie  expefi^d  only  when  juft  grounds  are  pointed  out, 
the  ftatiag  of  thefe  grounds  or  fafts.  whidb  otherwise  might 
never  get  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king,  is  clearly  and  un* 
queftionably  a  mode  of  advifing  the  Sovereign  to  exercife 
fuch  an  inftance  of  the  prerogative  with  which  he  is  legally 
veiled,  of  pardoning  criminals.  But  he  had  no  occafion 
to  argue  upon  the  fubjeft,  ia  order  to  eftablifh  the  right  of 
that  Houfe  to  advife  the  Crown ;  he  had  no  occafion  to  fup* 
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pofe  that  when  all  was  tranquillity  abroad,  but  all  was  dif- 
tradioo  at  home,  it  would  be  proper  for  Parliament  to  inter* 
pofe  their  advice,  if  they  found  that  the  Sovereign,  not- 
withftanding  the  confufioa  at  home,  was  going  to  plunge  the 
nation  into  a  foreign  war;  he  had  no  occafion  to  have  re- 
courft  to  fpeculation,  fuppofition,  or  theoretic  reafoning,  for 
the  Journals  were  full  of  proofs  that  what  fee  infifted  was 
the  right,  and  had  conftantly  been  the  pra£tice  of  that  Houfe* 
No  man  would  deny  that  the  King  has  a  right  to  put  a  ne- 
gative on  any  bill  prefented  to  him  for  his  afient ;  and  yet 
the  Commons  addrefted  William  III.  to  learn  from  him  by 
whofe  advice  he  had  withheld  the  Royal  afient  from  forae 
bills  that  had  been  prefented  to  him  on  the  Throne,  There, 
were  precedents  of  remonftrances  and  complaints,^  made  to 
Kings  of  England,  but  the  virtues  of  the  prefent  King  would 
ever  render  it  uoncccflary  for  that  Houfe  to  carry  complaints 
to  the  foot  of  the  Throne  ;  and  confequently  there  was  no 
danger  that  they  Ihould  receive  angry  anfwers  from  it,  as 
had  been  the  cafe  in  former  reigns.  Having  prefaced  his 
motion  with  thefe  arguments,  Mr.  ErJkine  then  moved  that 
the  Chairman  be  inftruftcd  to  move  the  Houfe,  "  That 
an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  King,  humbly  to  reprcfent 
to  his  Majefty,  that  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubje&s  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  think  themfelves  bound  in  duty  humbly  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  Majefty,  that  alarming  reports  of  an  intended 
diflblution  have  gone  forth. 

*€  That  his  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  acknowledging 
the  wifdom  of  the  Conftitution  in  trufting  to  the  Crown  that 
juft  and  legal  prerogative,  and  fully  confiding  in  his  Majefty's 
Royal  wifdom  and  paternal  care  of  his  people,  for  the  moft 
beneficial  exercife  of  it,  defire,  with  great  humility,  to  re* 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,   the  inconveniencies  and  dangers 
which  appear  to  them,  from  a  consideration  of  the  ftate  of 
the  nation  likely  to  follow  from  a  prorogation  or  diflblution. 
of  the  Parliament,  in  the  prefent  arduous  and  critical  con-* 
jundure  of  public  affairs.    The  maintenance  of  the  pub- 
lic credit,  and  the  fupport  of  the  revenue,  demand  the  moft 
immediate  attention.    Hie  diforders  prevailing  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  home  and  abroad,  call  aloud 
for  inftant  reformation;   and  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company's  finances,  from  the  prefllng  demands  on  them, 
require  a  no  left  immediate  fupport  and  affiftance  from  Par* 
liament. 

«  That 
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(C  Thai  his-  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  are  at  prcfcnt 
proceeding  with  the  utmoft.  diligence  upon  thefe  great  objcfls 
of  government,  as  recommended  to  their  attention  by  his 
gracious  fpecch  from  the  Throne,  but  which  muft  neceffa- 
*ily  be  fruftrated  and  difappointed  by  the  delay  attending  a 
mflblution,  and  moft  efpecially  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies, 
by  the  alfcmbling  a  new  Parliament,  not  prepared  by  pre- 
vious enquiry,  to  enter  with  equal  effeft  upon  an  objc£t  in* 
solving  long  and  intricate  details,  which  his  Majefty's  faith- 
ful Commons  have  inveftigated  for  two  years  paft  with  the 
snoft  laborious,  earneft,  and  unremitting  attention. 

"  That  hi*  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  deeply  affefted 
by  thefe.  important  confiderations,  impreiTed  with  the  higbtit 
feverence  and  afttdion  for  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, and  anxious  to  preferve  the  luftre  and  fafety  of  his 
,  government,  do  humbly  befecch  his  Majefty  to  (after  bis 
faithful  Commons  to  proceed  oq  the  bufinefs  of  the  fdfion, 
the  furtherance  of  which  is  fo  eftentially  neceflary  to  the 
profperity  of  the  public;  and  that  his  Majefty  will  be  graci- 
ously pleafcd  to  hearken  to  tlie  advice  of  his  faithful  Com- 
mons, and  not  to  the  fee  ret  advices  of  perfons  who  may  have 
private  interefts  of  their  own,  feparate  from  the  true  intereft 
of  his  Majefty  and  his  people," 

Mr.  Erikine  obferved,  that  the  laft  paragraph  in  the  ad- 
dfrefs  (which  prayed  his  Majefty  to  hearken  to  the  advice  of 
his  faithful  Commons  and  not  to  that  of  particular  indivi- 
duals, who  might  have  interefts  of  their  own  and  diftindly 
from  thofe  of  his  Majefty  and  his  people)  might  poffiblv  ap- 
pear harfh  to  fome  gentlemen,  and  bear  too  pointed  an  allu- 
fion  to  a  late  transaction ;  but  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  lhould 
think  fo,  he  would  fay,  u  No*  mem  eft  hie  fermo"  u  It 
was  not  I  who  drew  it  up;  I  copied  it  from  the  Journals, 
where  I  found  it  made  part  of  an  addrefs  prefented  by  the 
then  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King,  from  whom  they 
received  fuch  an  anfwer  as  became  a  prince,  who  had  no 
other  intereft  but  that  of  his  people;  fuch  an  anfwer  as 
might  be  expeAed  from  the  patriotic  virtues  of  his  prefect 
Majefty.1' 
Cot.  Ftrr«  Colonel  Fitxpatrick  feconded  the  motion.  He  faid  that  a 
r«rkk«  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  declared,  on  a  former 
occaiion,  that  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  was  held 
out  as  a  political  bugbear  to  frighten  people  into  any  tnea- 
furc  that  (hou)d  be  propofed :  bugbears  could  frighten  only 
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children  ;  and  he  hoped  that  all  the  new  Minifleft  Would 
not  be  fo  intimidated  by  bugbears  as  to  throw  away  in  a 
moment  what  they  had  been  fo  anxioufly  looking  for.  A 
noble  Lord  had  been  very  defirous  to  get  into  adminiflra~ 
tion  ;  but  bugbears  of  rumours,  which,  he  had  affected  4» 
defpife  before,  had  made  him,  like  a  child,  throw  away 
the  toy  he  had  taken  fuch  trouble  to  obtain.  It  might  |>er- 
haps  be  faid  in  favour  of  that  noble  Lord,  that  he  tfefptfed 
the  rumours  that  had  been  fpread  relative  to  him,  until  he 
found  they  had  been  taken  into  conGderation  by  the  Houfe* 
and  made  the  foundation,  of  resolutions  j  that  tllcn  he  had 
retired  to  a  private  itationy  that  his  minifterial  chara&er 
might  hot  be  thought  a  means  of  influencing  tjiofe  who 
fhould  inftitute  an  enquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the*  rumours*  .  •  * 

However,  dates  were  unfortunately  againft  this  apology  foe 
the  noble  Lord  \  for  when  the  refolutions.  were  propofed  411 
that  Houfe  on  Wcdncfday  laft,  his  friends  affetted  to  de- 
fpife the  rumours,  as  fupported  only  by  the  .authority  of  a 
newfpaper ;  and  it  was  after  the  refolutions  had  been  car- 
ried, that  he  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  pf  f>tate. ,  It 
might  (till  be.  Urged  in  his  favour,  that  he  did  not  think  of 
refigning. till  he  underftood  that  there  was  an  intention  ta 
follow  up  the  refolutions  that  had  been  carried,  with  fomc 
others  which  he  apprehended  might  be  personally  levelled 
at  htm.  But  this  apology  mud  alfo  fall  to  the  ground,  bc~ 
caufewhat  the,  noble  Lord  „  might  conceive  to  have  been 
threats  againft  him,  had  been  thrown  out  before  be  went 
into  office.  The  noble  Lord  had  therefore  been  terrified  by 
bugbears  ;  and  bugbears  had  made  him  fly  from  his  poft  9 
and  having  fo  little  firmnefs  about  him  as  ta  be  feared  into 
a  refignation  by  bugbears,  the  country  would  have  210  -great 
reafon  to  lament  that  fo  timid  a  Miniiler  had  quitted  m> 
ftation.  His  reafon  however  for  refigning  was  not  a  little 
curious:  he  wifhed  not  that  his  influence  as  a  Mtaiftcr 
fhould  fcreen  him  from  any  enquiry  ;  but  be  left  the  Hoofe 
at  a  lofs  to  find  out  where  this  influence  was  to  be  found  i 
certainly  it  was  not  in  that  houfe,  where  nothing  prevailed 
at  this  moment  but  indignation  at  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made  to  deftroy  the  conftitution,  by  attempting  to  £et  up  a 
fecret  influence  of  men  not xefponGole,  by  which  the  coun- 
try was  to  be  governed.  A  great  Mini  flex,  now  no  utorq^ 
had  very  properly  called  the  iecret  advifers  of  the  Crown, 
or  Lords  of- the  Bedchamber,  "  the  Janizaries,"  that  fur- 
xounded  the  throne,  xeady  to  ftrangle  every  Mnifter  who 
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Aould  dare  to  defpife  their  advice,  and  a£t  from  his  own 
judgment.  In  Turkey,  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  not 
only  ruled  the  Mimfters ;  but  alfo  they  generally  were 
authors  of  the  moft  dreadful  revolutions,  or  held  their 
prince  in  bondage :  he  hoped  that  the  influence  of  fuch  la- 
itfzaries  would  in  future  be  confined  to  Turkey ;  and  mat 
from  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  thofe  who  hitherto  had 
ventured  to  ufe  fecret  influence,  would  be  taught  that  the 
people  of  England  were  not  to  be  governed  by  perfon*  who 
were  not  in  refyonfible  fituations  ;  and  that  thofe  only  who 
were  refponfible,  were  the  perfons  who  were  conftitution- 
ally  entitled  to  advife  their  prince. 
Mr.H.DuD-  Mr.  H.  Dundas  denied  that  he  bad  ever  called  thebufi- 
*"»•  nefs  of  India  a  bugbear  that  was  held  up  to  frighten  chil- 

dren. He  was  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of 
that  part  of  the  empire  to  call  it  a  bugbear  ;  what  he  meant 
when  he  ufed  the  word  bugbear,  was  to  fay,  that  India  was 
no  longer  in  that  alarming  ftate  which  had  juftiy  made  peo- 
ple entertain  apprehensions  for  its  fafety ;  and  that  to  fpeak 
of  it  now,  when  it  was  at  peace,  in  a  manner  fuited  only 
to  its  former  ftate  during  the  war,  was  holding  out  a  bug- 
bear to  frighten  men  into  meafures,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft 
unwarrantable.  As  to  the  bufinefs  immediately  before  the 
Committee,  he  would  not  lay  that  the  Houfe  of  Cobnnons 
had  not  a  right  to  advife  the  Crown  in  points  which  might 
relate  to  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  prerogative  ;  he  would 
not  fay  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  petition  the  Crown  not 
to  diflblve  or  prorogue  the  Parliament;  but  without  quef- 
tioning  this  right,  he  would  appeal  to  the  difcretkm  of 
gentlemen,  whether  this  was  an  occafion  that  called  for  the 
exercife  of  fuch  a  right  ?  When  it  was  propofed  a  few 
nights  ago  that  the  Houfe  ihould  refolve  that  it  was  crimi- 
nal in  any  man  to  report  the  opinion  or  pretended  opinion 
.  of  the  King,  relative  to  any  meafure  depending  in  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  view  to  influence  the  minds  of  members; 
when  this  was  propofed,  he  faid,  he  oppofed  it ;  not  becaufe 
he  difputed  the  truth  of  a  proposition,  which  on  the  con- 
trary he  then  called  a  truifm,  but  becaufe  he  did  not  think 
there  was  then  any  neceffity  to  warrant  fuch  a  refolutioo  at 
that  moment.  If  he  faw  no  neceffity  for  that  refolution  at 
that  time,  of  courfe  in  common  confiftency  he  muft  have 
the  fame  obje&ion  to  an  addrefs  growing  out  of  that  refo- 
lution. It  was  not  upon  flight  rumours  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  to  vote  felf-evident  propositions,  or  carry 
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addreffes  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne ;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
the  refolution  and  the  prefent  motion,  had  no  other  foun- 
dation than  rumour :  a  foundation  by  much  too  weak  to 
fupport  the  fuperftrufture  that  gentlemen  wanted  to  reajr 
upon  it.  Gentlemen  were  alarmed  at  a  report  of  a  dino* 
lution  of  Parliament  j  whence  the  report  could  fpring  he 
was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  j  for  if  he  could  be  fuppofed  to 
know  any  thing  of  the  intentions  of  thofe  who  were  the 
then  advifers  of  the  Crown,  and  of  courfe  that  from  that 
knowledge  the  Committee  would  give  any  credit  to  what 
he  fliould  advance,  he  would  venture  to  declare,  that  no 
fuch  intention  at  prefent  exifted  in  the  mind  of  a  right  ho-  * 
nourable  gentleman  at  prefent  not  a  member  of  that 
Houfe,  as  that  of  advifing  his  Sovereign  to  diffolve  the  Par- 
liament. It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  pledge  himfelf  for 
the  a&ions  of  other  men  ;  but  if  he  could  pledge  himfelf 
for,  any  thing,  it  would  be  for  this,  that  his  right  honoura- 
ble friend  would  not  advife  any  fuch  meafure  as  a  diflblu- 
tion.  If  gentlemen  were  determined  to  carry  through  the 
addrefs  moved  for  by  the  learned  gentleman,  he  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  give  it  any  oppofition  ;  he  would  not  there- 
fore take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  upon  it;  but  he  en- 
treated gentlemen  to  confider  well  if  there  were  at  prefent 
any  grounds  for  adopting  fo  ferious  and  folemn  a  meafure 
as  that  of  carrying  up  an  addrefs  to  the  Throne  j  a  meafure 
which  ought  never  to  be  propofed,  but  on  the  molt  folemn 
occafions ;  and  wheto  propofed  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
ought  to  have  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure  very  clearly  and 
unequivocally  afcertained  before  they  (hould  adopt  it.  He 
entreated  gentlemen  to  confider  well  what  he  faid  about  the 
Intention  of  his  right  honourable  friend ;  and  that  if  what 
he  faid  of  him  was  well  founded,  the  only  caufe  that  could 
have  induced  gentlemen  to  entertain  an  idea  of  the  necef- 
fity of  addreffing  the  King  being  removed,  they  ought  of 
courfe  to  let  the  addrefs  drop,  and  not  prefs  it  any  more 
upon  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Banks  faid,  that  if  what  the  learned  gentleman  bad  Mr.  Bank*, 
faid  to  the  Committee  could  not  prevail  upon  them  fo  far  a& 
to  make  them  think  the  addrfefs  unnece flaxy  at  prefent,  he 
was  fure  that  nothing  that  could  fall  from  him  could  have 
any  .erred  upon  them.  He  was  afraid  that  fomething  which 
he  had  let  drop  on  Friday  lad  might,  contrary  to  his  inten- 
tion or  wifhes,  have  confirmed  the  idea  which  gentlemen 
{eemed  to  apprehend,  that  there  would  be  a  dHiolution  of 
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Parliament  %  but  certainly  he  did  not  mean  to  convey  any 
fuch  idea  to  the  Houfc.    What  he  faid  was  fimplv  this:  — 
fome  gentlemen  having ,  aflked  upon  what  transaction  that 
/       had  lately  occurred  could  a  diffolution  of  Parliament  be 
founded,  and  upon  what  principle  could  it,  in  the  prefent 
moment  be  juftified  ?  To  this  he  replied,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  having  by  a  great  majority  paffed  a  bill,  and  die 
Lords  having  thought  proper  to  throw  it  out,    neither 
Houfe  could  afterwards  with  confiftency  give  up  its  owe 
opinion  relative  to  India ;  and  therefore  as  there  was  little 
rcafon  to  hope  that  they  would  ever  agree  on  the  fubje£k  of 
/  that  bill,  and  as  there  was  a  preffing  neceffity  fpeediry  to 
form  forne  regulations  for  the  future  government  in  India, 
in  his  opinion,  nothing  could  enable  any  Miniftry  to  cany 
thefe  regulations  through  both  Houfea,  but  a  diffolution ; 
and  on  this  principle  he  thought  fuch  a  meafore  juftifiable. 
More  than  this  he  did  not  mean  to  fay ;  and  nothing  could 
have  been  farther  from  his  intention  at  the  time,  than  to  in- 
timate to  the  Houfe  that  a  diffolution  would,  or  was  likely 
to  take  place.     At  prefent  he  could  inform  the  Committee, 
that  he  was  authorised  by  his  right  honourable  friend  now 
at  the  bead  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  to  affure  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  advife  either  a 
diffolution  or  a  prorogation  of  Parliament ;    and  that  he 
would  not  be  one  of  thofe  who  fhould  advife  any  fuch  mea- 
fure.    This  he  fpoke  from  authority ;  and  he  dated  it  as  *n 
affertion  to  which  his  right  honourable  friend  would  moft 
readily  pledge  himfelf.    He  hoped,  however,  that  though 
no  di Ablution  or  prorogation  fhould  take  place,  gentlemen 
would  not  think  it  improper  to  adjourn  for  fome  Ihorttime, 
until  a  plan,  the  outline  of  which  was  already  drawn, 
fhould  be  thoroughly  digefted,  and  put  into  the  ihape  of  a 
bill,  which  fhould  have  all  that  was  good  in  the  bill  that  had 
been  reje&ed  by  the  Lords,  without  any  of  thofe  parts 
which  gave  fo  much  offence,  and  trenched  fo  much  upon 
chartered  rights ;  a  plan  which  would  have  this  to  recom- 
mend it,  that  the  Eaft*India  Company  itfelf  would  concur 
in  giving  it  fupport. 
Mr.  Fo*.         Mr.  Fox  begged  that  gentlemen  would  excufe  him,  if, 
notwith (landing  the  pofitive  afiurances  that  had  been  given 
by  the  two  laft  fpeakers,  he  ftill  continued  of  opinion  that 
the  addrefs  ought  to  be  carried.     He  had  a  great  deal  of 
reliance  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  alluded  to j  though  he  could  not  fay 
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h*  had  much  dependence  upon  his  ftcadineft;  tor  to  fee 
men  on  one  day  accepting  official  fituatjons,  and  the  next 
day  refigning  them,  afforded  very  little  hope'  of  that  lia- 
bility which  at  all  times,  but  more  particularly  in  the  pre* 
font,  was  neceflary  to  gire  eflfeft  to  any  eftablifhment  that 
it  ihould  be  thought  nccefiary  to  propofe.     But  the  very 
means  by  which  the  power  or  the  prefent  advifers  of  the 
Crown  had  been  obtained,  might  deprive  them  of  it :  that 
fecret  influence,  which  had  made  them  Minifters,  might 
in  the  end  operate  to  their  downfah    The  reGgnation  of  a 
noble  Lord,  which  had  been  thit  day  announced  to  thfe 
Houfe,  had  very  little  weight  with  him  $  it  could  not  make 
him  renounce  any  one  meafure  that  he  had  in  contempla- 
tion before  he  heard  of  that  event;  nay,  if  it  (hould  have 
any-  influence  at  all  upon  him,  it  would  be  to  make  him 
think  the  addrefs  (till  more  necefiary,  for  he  looked  upon    , 
that  noble  Lord  as  more  dangerous  now,  than  when  he 
held  .an  oftenfible  fituation  in  Government.    When  he  was 
a  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  he  was  refponfible  for  his  condu£t, 
and  for  the  advice  he  ihould  give  j  but  now  being  out  of 
office,  he  might,   as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  avail  himfelf 
of  that  character,  and,  unperceived,  whifper  an  advice  to 
his  Sovereign,    that  might  in  a  moment  produce  thofe 
events,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  not  now  at 
member  of  this  Houfe,   was  willing  to  pledge  himfelf 
ihould  never  be  brought  about  through  his  means.    It  was 
impoffible,  therefore,  for  him  to  confent  that  the  addrefa 
(hould  be  withdrawn ;  becaufe  he  ought  not  in  duty  to 
fufFer,  as  far  as  lay  in  him  as  an  individual  member  of 
that  Houfe,  any  thing  to  be  left  ©ndone  whfch  might  pre- 
vent all  thofe  calamities  which  muft  neceflarily  be  the 
conference   of   a  diflblution  of  Parliament.    Not    one 
argument  had  been  urged  to  induce  him  to  think  that  the 
addrefs  ought  to  be  withdrawn:  indeed  no  one  had  at- 
tempted to  adduce  any  fuch  argument ;  and  as  he  faw  the 
addrefs  was  in  every  fyllable  of  it  unexceptionable,  and 
that  it  was  not  oppofed  from  any  quarter  of  the  Houfe, 
be  certainly  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  carried,. 
He  declared  that  he  meant  no  difrefpeft  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  lately  been  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  in  refuting  to  take  his  word  that  the  Parliament 
will   not  be    diflolvcdt    as  for    as    that  gentleman   was 
concerned,  he  would  readily  take  his  word:  but   in  re- 
ality, if  he  himfelf  was  now  in  the  fituation  which  the 

P  p  p  a  right 


4?6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1783; 

right  honourable  gentleman  fills,  knowing  as  mudh  as  he 
docs  know  of  the  power  of  fecret  influence,  he  would 
not  afk  any  man  to  take  his  word ;  becaufe  he  did  njKt 
know  but  at  the  wery  moment  when  he  might  be  declar- 
ing that  the  Parliament  would  not  be  diffolved,  that  very 
i  meafure  might  be  rcfolvcd  upon  in  confequence    of  fome 

%  fecret  advice,  of  which  be  might  know  nothing  until  he 
felt  the  effe&s  of  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
no  doubt  meant  to  keep  his  word ;  but  if  he  fhould  find 
that  by  a  pjevalency  x>f  fecret  influence,  the  diflblution  of 
Parliament  fhould  hereafter,  unknown  to  him,  be  refolved 
'  on,  it  would  be  a  very  fmall  fatisfa&ion  indeed  to  the 
public,  amidft  the  1'utTerings  which  fuch  a  meafure  would 
bring  upon  them,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
meant  well,  and  had  been  himfelf  deceived.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  to  adopt  a  meafure  which  would 
guar;d  the'Conftitution  againft  the  baneful  confequences  of 
fecret  influence,  and  banifh  it  forever  from  about  the 
throne*  „ 

Mr.  Bankr.  Mr.  Banks  faid,  that  after  fuch  a  promife  as  he  had 
made  in  the  name  of  his  ri«>ht  honourable  friend,  the 
Committee  might  reft  allured,  that  if  any  idea  of  a  diflb- 
lution,  or,  prorogation  of  Parliament  fhould  be  ferioufly 
entertained  any  where,  his  right  honourable  friend  would 
unqueftionably  do  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
over  againft.  him  (Mr.  Fox)  would  moft  certainly  do  in  a 
fimilar  cafe,  he  would  refign. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  this  could  not  be  prefled  upon  the 
Committee  as  a  reafon  that  fhould  induce  them  to  give  up 
the  addrefs.  He  had  *  not  a  doubt  but  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  aft  properly  and  fpiritedly  on  the 
occafion ;'  but  what  compensation  would  his  refignation  be 
to  the  public,  for  the  cvija  which  a  diflblution  would 
bring  upon  them?  There  was  not  a  moment  to  be  loft; 
the  delay  of  a  day  might  be  attended  with  the  moft  ferious 
confequences;  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  a  very  fttort 
adjournment,  if  any  at  all,  would  take  place.  The 
gentlemen  who  had  facriheed  their  domeftic -enjoyments 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  to  their  regard  for  the  Confti- 
tution,  he  hoped  would  complete  the  great  work  they 
had  fo  well  begun. 

Mr.  Baakt.  '  Mr.  Banks  was  ftill  of  opinion  thatan  adjournment  might 
take  place  ;  and  that  the  bufinefs  of  India  might  be  con* 
eluded  time  enough  for  the  fhif  s  to  carry  out  an  account 
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of  it  early  in  March.  He  knew  that  during  the  courfe  ot 
the  war,  (hips  had  been  difpatched  to  India  at  all  feafpns 
of  the  year. 

Governor  Johnftone  faid  he  might  venture  to  call  himfelf  Governor 
an  independent  man,  in  giving  his  fentiments  on  the  pre-  Joimfton€* 
fent  queftion ;  for  he  differed  in  opinion  from  both  fides 
of  the  Houfe.  It  feemed  to  be  agreed  on  both  fides,  that 
the  Parliament  oiight  not  to  be  diflblved.  This  was  a  po- 
rtion which  he  was  ready  to  controvert.  The  Lords  had 
thought  proper  to  throw  out  a  bill  which  a  great  majority 
of  this  Houfe  had  carried.  Now  he  underftood  that  a 
right,  honourable  Secretary  on  the  floor  (meaning  Mr. 
Fox)  had  given  notice  on  the  day  the  bill  was  loft,  and 
before  he  had  loft  his  fituation,  that  he  would  bring  it  in 
again  with  jufl  fuch  an  alteration  in  title,  as  fhould  render 
it  admiffible  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  But  if  the  Lords, 
in  the  exercife  of  their  judgement,  had  thought  it  too  in- 
famous a  bill  to  pafs1  into  a  law,  could  they,  confidently 
with  their  pad  conduft,  agree  to  a  bill  which  differed  only 
in  name  from  that  which  they  had  before  reje&ed  ?  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  carry  it  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  only  by  cramming  it  down  their  Lordfhips  throats  ; 
and  they  would  be  beads,  or  worfe  than  beads,  if  after 
what  they  had  already  done,  they  would  fufftr  any  Minif- 
ter  to  cram  fuch  a  bill  down  their  throats  ;  and  therefore, 
from  the  oppofite  opinions  of  both  Houfes,  and  their  te- 
nacioufnefs  of  thefe  opinions,  he  would  not  hefitate  to 
declare  that  the  Parliament  ought  to  be  diflblved,  or  that 
the  public  affairs  would  be  involved  in  ruin  ;  and  he  would 
deem  him  a  pufillanimous  Minider  indeed,  who  fhould 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  driven  from  the  helm  by  any  refolu- 
tion  of  Parliament  againd  a  difibUition,  which  the  fafety 
of  the  public  called  for.  Next,  as  to  the  advice  faid  to  , 
have  been  given  by  a  noble  Earl,  and  which  he  found  con- 
demned on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  or  at  lead  on  one 
fide,  and  not  defended  on  the  other  ;  he  was  bold  enough 
to  fay  it  was  capable  of  a  good  defence ;  for  neither  the 
law  of  the  land,  nor  the  fpirit  of  the  Conditution  forbid 
an  honed  man  to  go  to  his  Sovereign,  and  tell  him  what 
were  the'  fentiments  of  his  fubjc£b  on  any  meafure,  in 
which  they  conceived  their  lives,  their  property,  or  their 
liberties  concerned.  He  was  againd  the  addrefs  on  ano- 
ther ground4;  to  advife  the  Crown  on  many  occafions  could  , 
not  be  done  without  conveying  at  the  fame  time  the  idea 
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of  reproach,  according  to  the  faying,  tommndati*  eft  qnaji 
exprobatio :    but  thit  addrefs  conveyed  a  cenfrre,  not  by 
implication  (imply,  but  in  almoft  a    dire£k  manner,  and 
confequcntly  it  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 
14.  North.       L0rd  North  was  forry  to  differ  in  many  points  from  his 
honourable  friend  who  had  fpoke  laft,  who  undoubtedly 
might  be  faid  to  be  independent,  as  far  as  a  perfon  {landing 
lingular  in  his  opinion  was  independent  of  every  perfon  who 
had  argued  on  either  fide  of  the  queflion*  .  His  honourable 
friend  had  conceived  that  a  right  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  floor  (Mr.  Fox)  intended  to  cram  the  India  bill,  under 
another  name,  down  the  throats  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  miftaken  in  calling  him  the 
right  honourable  Secretary,  for  forry  he  was  to  fay,  that  to 
the  misfortune  of  this  country,  it  was  a  name  which  no 
longer  belonged  to  him.    "  But,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  I  will 
call  him  by  a  name  which  I  truft  will  ever  belong  to  him,  a 
name  which  it  is  my  pride  to  boaft  of  fince  I  knew  him 
bed ;  I  will  henceforth  call  him  by  the  name  of  my  right 
honourable  friend!  by  that  word  1  mean  in  future  todefenbe 
him,  and  I  hope  that  by  that  name  he  will  be  in  future 
known  in  the  Houfe/9    Our  intimate  connexion  was  foun- 
ded in  principles  of  honour;  when  the  great  points  on  which 
we  differed  were  no  more,  we  thought  we  might  a&  together 
with  cordiality  and  without  inconfiftency.    We  were  not 
miftaken;  we  tried  the  experiment  and  it  fuccecded;  no 
meannefs,  no  dishonour,  no  jealoufy  difcovered  itfdf;  all 
was  inviolable  adherence  to  honour  and  good  faith,  on  one 
part ;  all  wa»  confidence  on  the  other.    No  mean  conceptions 
•were  made  on  either  fide;  I  appeal  to  my  right  honourable 
friend,  if  ever  I  facrificed  any  one  opinion  which  I  formerly 
ferioofly  held  upon  principle,  uniefs  where  reafon  and  argu- 
ment might  have  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  it ;  and  in 
juftice  to  my  right  honourable  friend  I  muft  declare,  that  he 
never  facrificed  to  irie  any  principle  which  he  ever  held 
when  in  oppofition  to  my  government.    The  neceffity  of 
the  State  called  for  that  coalition,  which  has  been  fo  often 
called  a  curfed  coalition;  nay,  the  very  cirenmftances  of 
the  prefent  day  demonflrate  that  neceffity ;  for  where  could 
an  Administration  be   formed  without  a  coalition?  There 
were  at  prefent  but  two  Cabinet  Minifters ;  and  if  coalition 
was  a  curfed   thing,  then  this  Miniftry  of  two  men  is  a 
curfed  Miniftry,  for  it  is  formed  in  a  coalition  of  two  per- 
fon* 
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fons  who  differed  formerly  on  efiemial  pbints.    The  differ- 
ence, however,  of  the  two  coalitions  is  this  :  The  coalition 
between  my  right  honourable  friend  and  myfelf,  was  a  coa- 
lition of  whole  parties  blended  into  one,  for  the  purpofe  of 
forming  a  ftable  and  permanent  Government :  whereas  th* 
coalition  between  the  prefent  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury 
and  the  Lord   Prefident    [Earl  Gower]  is  a  coalition  of 
fhreds,  of  ends  and  remnants;  a  coalition  of  fmall  parts  of 
parties,  but  not  of  the  parties  themfelves.    Why  then  is  it 
the  frftion  to  call  the  one  a  curfed  coalition,  and  yet  take 
-  no  notice  of  the  other  ?  I  cannot  tell,  unlefs  it  is  that  one 
is  fufficiently  ftrong  to  form  a  ftrong  government ;  white 
the  former  cannot  mufter  more  as  yet  than  two  Cabinet 
Ministers.    The  experience  of  time  has  juftified  the  coali- 
tion, and  rendered  it   a  bleffing  to  the  country.     When 
Parliament  put  an  end  to  my  adminiftration  by  the  addrefs 
againft  the  American  war,   it  was  fucceeded  by  another 
which  appeared  to  be  ftrong;  but  it  carried  in  its  own 
bofom  the  feeds  of  its  own  weaknefe,  in  the  difunion  which 
appeared  in  ieveral  parts  of  it ;  which  foon  ihewed  itfelf  by 
their  fplittihg  afunder,  and  a  feceffion  of  a  part  of  it  from 
the  cabinet :  the  next  Adminiftration  was  but  weak,  becaufe 
it  was  ill  connected ;  and  it  had  loft  the  fupport  of  thofe 
who  formerly  a£ed  with  it ;,  the  members  of  it  therefore 
fell  off  one  after  another,  till  lofing  the  confidence  of  the 
Houfe,  the  poor  remnant  of  it  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
voice -of  Parliament,  and  retire.    From  this  experience  it  *• 
appeared  neceffary  for  the  good  of  the  State,  that  a  perma- 
nent Government  (hould  be  formed,  and  it  was  clear  that 
it  could  not  pofllbly  be  formed  unlefs  a  coalition  fhould 
take  place  among  thofe,  who  though  once  enemies  upon 
points  which  could  no  longer  come  into  debate,  might  aft 
together  very  cordially  in  every  other  refpedfc :  fuch  a  coali- 
tion was  formed  j  but  then   it  was  charged  with  having 
feized  upon  Government :  this  is  indeed  a  charge  that  I  do 
not  underftand,  for  the  public  waited  for  fix  weeks  for  a 
Miniftry ;  and  every  means  were  tried  for  a  new  one  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  the  coalition ;  but  failing  in  every  at- 
tempt, the  Minifters  all  quitted  the  Cabinet  befoite  the  coali^ 
tion  were  fent  for.    The  Cabinet  was  then  empty ;  fo  that 
if  we  feized  upon  it,  it  was  by  marching  in  after  the  garrifon 
which  ought  to  have  defended  it  had  fled ;  and  who  as  they 
were  going  out,  cried,  "  What  a  terrible  curfed  thing  is 
this  coalition,  that  is  driving  us  from  our  fituations."    But 
if  we  became  poffefled  of  Government,   we  are  at  worft 

1  charged 
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charged  with  having  carried  it  by  ftorm,  bravely,  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  not  by  fap  ,  we  carried  011  our  advances 
regularly  and   above  ground,    in  view  of  the  foe ;  not  by 
mining  in  the  dark  and  blowing  up  the  fort  before  thegar- 
rifon  knew  there  was  an  intention  to  attack  it.     It  has  been 
frid  on  a  former  day,  that  a  ftarling  ought  to  be  brought, 
placed  in  this  Houfe,  and  taugh*  to  I  peak  the  words,  "  Coa- 
lition !  Coalition!  curfed  Coalition!"     Now,  for  my  part, 
I  think,  that  while  there  is  in  this  Houfe  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  never  fails,  let  what  will  be  the  fubje&  of 
debate,  to  take  an  opportunity,  to  curfe  the  coalition,  I  think 
there  will  be  no  occafion  for  the  ftarling  ;  and  while  he  con- 
tinues to  fpeak  by  rote,  and  without  any  fixed  idea,  I  think 
what  he  fays  will  make  juft  as  much  impreffion  as  if  the 
ftarling  himfelf  was  to  utter  his  words.     [Here  the  Houfe 
could  fcarcely  give  the  noble  Lord  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
ceed, they  fell  into  fo  violent  a  fit  of  laughter.]     As  to  the 
coalition,  continued  his  Lord /hip,  and  the  abuie  which  was 
fo  often  thrown  upon  it,  they  always  bring  to  my  mind  two 
perfons  for  whom  I  felt  no  inconsiderable  /hare  of  concern; 
thefe  were  two  men  who  were  fhut  up  in  the  Eddyflone 
light-houfe  to  mind  the  fire.     They  were  both  of  different 
principles,  and  therefore  though  they  were  fliut  in  from  all 
intercourse  with  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  though  they  might 
by  their  con verfation '  have  amuied   one  another,  yet  they 
never  exchanged  a  word  with  each  other  for  fix  weeks ;  and 
they  had  rather  let  the  fire  go  out,  and  fee  all  the  navy  of 
England  darned  to  pieces  under  them,  than  that  one  fhould 
confent  to  give  up  the  moft  trivial  point  to  the  other. — [Here 
the  Houfe  was  a  confiderable  time  in  another  fit  of  laugh- 
ter.]    Now,    continued  his   Lord/hip,    the  enemies  of  the 
coalition  would  have  had  my  honourable,  friend  and  me  re- 
femble  the  two  men  in  theL  light-houfe ;  but  we  have  a&ed 
more  wifely  for  the  public  good ;  we  confidered  the  fafety 
of  the  public  our  principal  care  and  duty;  and  in  order  to 
fave  the  {hip    of  State   from  running   afhore   or  dafhing 
againft  the  rocks,  we  all  agreed,  at  all  events,  that  the  fire 
in  the  light-houfe  fhould  not  be  extiugui/hed  ;  but  that  let 
who  would  ftir  it,  it  was  to  be  kept  in :  thus  what  fome 
affe&ed  to  call  a  curfe,  was  in  reality  a  bleffing  to  the  na- 
tion.    I  will  not  charge  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at 
prefent*  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  with  being  an 
enemy  to  coalitions;  on  the  contrary  he  likes  them  fo  well, 
that  he  rus,  formed  one  himfelf  with  the  noble  Lord  who 
fits  with  him  in  the  Cabinet.    The  right  honourable  gentle- 
nun 
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man  has  endeavoured  to  imitate  our  coalition*  but  lie  has 
bungled  the  bufinefs  ;  for,  as  I  f*id  before,  he  has  coalefced 
with  the  remnant  of  parties,  and  not  with  the  parties  them- 
felves ;  therefore  I  may  apply  to  them  the  expreflion  of  the 
Roman  orator,  Piacuifle,  fed  non  tuigijfe.      But  to   return, 
from  my  digreffion,  my  honourable  friend  behind  me  (Go- 
vernor Johnftone)  fays,  that  my  right  honourable  friend 
means  to  cram  down  the  throats  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  a 
bill  which  they  had  already  rejected :  but  furely  he  cannot 
be-  in  earned,  for  he  knows  my  right  honourable  friend  is 
no  longer  in  a  fituation  to  cram  any  thing  down   theip- 
throats ;  and  the  honourable  member  over  the  way  (Mr. 
Banks)  fays,  that  a  bill  totally  different  from  that  which 
was  rejected,  in  as  much  as  it  is  free  from  all  thofe  objec- 
tions which  are  faid  to  have  made  fo  many  enemies  to  the 
bill  that  is  loft,  is  to  be  prefented  by  the  new  Minifter ;  and 
therefore  as  one  perfon  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  prefent 
the  fame  bill  again;  and  another  perfon.  will  prefent  a  totally 
different  one,  there  is  no  danger  that  the  old  tjlll  will  be 
crammed  down  the  throats  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;   and 
confequently  there  is  no  danger  that  the  event  fliould  take 
place,  which   in    my   honourable  friend's  opinion,    would  ' 
juftify  a  diflblution  of  the  prefent  Parliament,     My  honour- 
able friend  has   been  miftaken  m  another  point :  he   fays, 
that  my  right  honourable  friend  faid,  before  he  refigned,    ' 
that  he  would  bring  in   again  the  fame   bill.      This   is, 
indeed,  a  capital  mi  (lake;  for  my  right  honourable  friend 
did   not   refign,   he  was   turned  out;    I   was   turned   out; 
we  were  all  turned  out :  not  the  merit  of  having  voted  again  ft 
the  bill  could  preferve  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council 
from  the  mortification  of  being  turned  out  with  all   his 
friends.     As  to  the  aflbrances  given  to  the  Committee  on  the 
part, of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  at  the  head  of 
his  Majefty's  affairs,  that  no  diflblution  or  prorogation  wilt 
take  place  through  his  advice,  1  am  very  well  inclined  to  fay, 
that  in  his  honour  and  integrity  1  have  a  great  reliance ;  but 
what  fecurity  caa  he  give  that  fecret  influence  in  Lords  of 
the  Bedchamber  will  not  defeat  his  intentions,  and  produce  a 
diflblution  not  only  without  his  advice,  but  even  contrary  to 
it?  —  I  value  highly  the  charadter  of  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and  though  he  is  my  political  enemy,  ft  ill  I  al- 
ways feel  myfelf  difpofed  to  treat  him  with  more  refpeft  than 
I  ever  experienced  from  him  :  but  highly  as  I  value  that  cha- 
racter, I  cannot  truft  to  it  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  becaufe 
the  events  to  which  that  character  is  pledged  may  not  be 
Voj..  XII.  Qjj  n  withia 
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within  the  control  of  the  right  honourable  member.  At 
prefect  there  are  only  two  Mimfters  in  the  Cabinet ;  hut  when 
the  number  is  complcated,  who  can  anfwer  to  the  Hoefe  of 
Commons  that  a  diflblution  may  not  be  proposed  m  the  Ca- 
binet, the  right  honourable  gentleman  out-voted,  and  the 
queftion  carried  ?  This  is  upon  the  JHippofi  lion  that  the  event 
will  depend  upon  the  Cabinet ;  bwt  the  difficulty  will  be  &U 
greater,  if  the  Committee  will  ie&e£t  or*  the  potter  of  fecret 
influence,  which  can  put  an  end  to  the  ftnongeft  Adminrftra- 
tk>n,  as  has  been  experienced  within  thefefew  days.  -  I  there- 
fore rnuft  declare*  that  as  the  addrefe  is  couched  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  of  refpe&,  duty,  'afib&tea  and  loyaky  to  his 
Majefty,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  carried,  as  the  only  efle&aal 
means  of  preventing  thofe  calamities  which  would  flow  from 
'  a  diSbiution  of  Parliament  in  the  pcefent  critical  fituation  of 

affairs. 
Mr.Martin.  Mr.  Afar  tin  begged  lea/veto  fay  a  few  words  in  reply*  He 
faid  the  noble  Lord's  character  for  mirth  and  humour  was  fo- 
lidly  eftabliflied ;  but  notwithftanding  his  great  abilities,  he 
was  as  little  afraid  of  rifing  to  anfwer  him  as  any  other  mem- 
ber in  the  Committee.  '  His  reafon  was,  that  a  qonfcioofneft 
af  the  re&itude  of  his  own  intentions  enabled  him  to  bear  op 
againft  any  abilities.  Whenever  lie  fpokc,  it  was  from  the 
heart;  his  judgment  vpas  hts  only  guide.  He  bad  been 
charged  on  a  former  day  by  an  honourable  member,  with 
wi/hing  for  the  blood  of  the  noble  Lord ;  God  knew  tkat  he 
wiifaed  not  for  blood,  and  that  he  could  have  no  pcrfoaai  en- 
mity to  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  chara&er  in  many  refpeds  be 
revered.;  hut  as  he  believed  he  had  brought  this  country  to 
the  brink  of  ruin  by  the  American  war,  he  thought  tlie  noble 
Lord  ought  to  be  brought  to  jvftiee  for  it ';  and  here  be  beg- 
ged* leave  to  obferve,  that  it  did  not  follow  from  this,  that  be 
wished  for  blood :  there  were  taany  degrees  of  pnnUhmeiit 
between  Ample  cenfure  and  the  fcafiold. 
Mr.  Beau.  Mr.  Biaufoy,  in  a  raafterly  fpeech  on  the  (ubje£t  of  Lord 
M-         .  Norths  Adminiftration  declared,  that  the  noble  Lord  bad 

brought  this  country  into  its  prefent  fituation. 
The  Earl  of     Tbe  Earl  of  Surry  begged  to  know  from  what  cade  it  Had 
huny,        happened  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  m  Saturday's  Gasette 
of  an  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Excbe- 

Juer.  The  office  of  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  dial  of 
ceiident  of  the  Council,  muft  be  filled  of  courfe ;  but  they 
were  not  places  fo  preffingly  neceffary  to  be  filled  at  all  times 
as  the  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  That  owght 
jn  his  opinionto  befirft  filled ;  and  yet  he  did  not  find  that  it 

~J  >  was 
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was  occupied  as  vet,  at  leaft  he  did  not  find  that  any  one  had 
as  yet  afled  as  Chancellor.  The  affurances  that  had  been 
given  from  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  that  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  actually  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty  s  Trea- 
fury  would  not  advife  the  diffolution  of  Parliament,  would 
certainly  faav*  great  weight  with  him,  if  he  could  hear  equally 
ftrone  affurances  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
be  able  to  prevent  the  qoeltion  for  a  diffolution  from  bang 
carried  againft  him  in  the  Cabinet,  or  from  being  carried 
foraewhere  elfe,  perhaps  in  fpite  of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Kenyon  faid  he.  would  explain  to  the  noble  Lord  the  MrJUoyoa 
reafon  why  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  been 
fworn  into  office  as  -well  as  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  who  has  fincc =  re- 
fiened.  The  Lord  Prefident  takes  the  oaths  before  his  Ma- 
jetty, 'the  Secretary  of  State  is  appointed-hy  the  delivery 
into  his  hand  of  the  feal  of  office ;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  fworn  in  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor :  and  as 
there  is  no  Lord  Chancellor  appointed  as  yet,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  not  been  fworn,  and  therefore  his  ap- 
pointment has  not  as  yet  appeared  in  the  Gazette. 

Mr.  JirdcH,  faid  he  ieally  knew  not  what  the  noble  Lord  1ft.  Arden. 
meant,  he  wifiwd  he  would  explain  himfelf. 

Mr.  A*  thought  that  the  noble  Lord's  words  were  fo  Mr.  Fox. 
Tery  clear  and  intelligible,  that  if  the  learned  gentleman 
did  not  already  underftand  them,  he  honeftly  confeffed  that 
it  was  out  of  his  power  to  find  plainer  words  than  thofe 
which  had  been  ufed  by  his  noble  friend. 

Mr  Banks  ftill  wifhed  that  the  addrefs  might  not  be  in-  Mr.  Bwfa. 
filled  upon,  but  if  gentlemen  were  refolved  to  carry  it 
through,  he  would  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  finding  .tin 
every  degree  unexceptionable  in  all  its  parts,  and  rathe 
manner  in  which  the  perfon  and  prerogative  of  the  Sove- 
Sign  were  treated,  he  "certainly  would  give  it  no  oppoG- 
rioni  he  had  no  objeaion  to  urge  againft  it  but  thaj  it 
appeared  to  him  onneceffary,  but  as  he  could  not  bring 
theCommittee  to  think  fo  with  him,  he  would  not  prefs 

eentleman  who  early  in  the  debate  made  an  aficrt.on  that  India       . 
STs  at  prefent  at  peace  ,  he  would  prove  from  the  lafl .reports 
that  India  was  convulfed  to  the  centre ;  that  Mangalo  e  was 
furroun-ded,   and  that  our  troops  were  encompaffed  wuh 
enemies,  who  he  feared  had  compelled  them  to  lay  down 
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their  arms.  The  letter  of  Sir  Eyre  Cootef  and  the  parti- 
tion treaty  for  dividing  Tippoo'Saib's  dominions,  afforded 
the  bed  reafpns  for  believing  that  India  in  (lead  of  being  at 
peace,  was  at  this  moment  a  fcene  of  bloodflied  and  de- 
ft ruft  ion. 

Mr.Daadat  Mr.  Dundas  rofe  to  explain,  and  gaye  his  reafons  for  be- 
lieving India  at  this  time  at  peifed  peace. 

Cen.Smith.  General  Smith  replied,  and  dated  why  he  thought  other- 
wife,  entering  into  the  whole  of  the  argument  on  the  du- 
rability of  the  Mahratta  peace,  and  of  the;  confequences  of 
the  late  events  of  war  in  India. 

Governor         Governor    Johnflone    rofe    to    anfwer    General    Smith, 

Johnftooc.  ancj  afiigne(i  ms  reafons  for  being  of  the  Tame  opinion  with 
,     Mr.  DundaS. 

After  Mr.  Hufley  had  read  the  whole  of  the  addrefs 
through,  and  was  on  the  very  point  of  putting  the  queftton, 

Sir  William  Sir  William  Dolben  rofe  and  faid/ he  mould  vote  for  the  ad- 
0  drefs,  becaufe  he  thought  it  refpe&ful,  loyal  and  parliamen- 

tary. He  approved  the  whole  of  it,  excepting  only  the  ding 
in  thelaft  paragraph,  that  about  the  fecret  advifers  of  the 
Crown.  He  wifhed  genlemcn  would  confent  to  give  up 
that  which  looked  invidious  and  perfonal.  Sir  William 
urged  the  great  neceffity  for  cordiality  in  a  moment  like 
the  prefent,  and  faid  in  his  opinion,  the  Houfe  would  z& 
more  wifely  in  forbearing  to  ufe  any  language  of  that 
fort,  that  bore  the  lead  appearance  of  acrimony  and  irri- 
tation. 

Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Baker  in  reply  faid  the  paragraph  obje&ed  to  by  the 
honourable  Baronet,  was,  as  he  conceived,  the  very  eflence 
»of  the  addrefs.  It  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that 
an  undue  and  unconditional  influence  had  been  exercifed 
in  a  recent  indance,  and  there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  lofs  of  a  bill  that  had  been  carried  by  a  great  ma- 
jority of  that  Houfe  was  folely  owing  to  fucn  an  interfe- 
rence. The  Houfe  had  in  confequence  thought  it  right 
to  come  to  feveral  refolutions,  fpeaking  their  fenfe  of  the 
criminality  of  fecret  advifers,  and  the  prefent  addrefs  was 
a  natural  confequence  of-  thefe  refolutions.  To  leave  out 
the  lad  paragraph  of  it  therefore  would  be  to  dedroy  ks 
avowed  purpofe,  Mr.  Baker  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
founded  on  the  declarations  that  had  been  made  of  one 
Minider's  having  authorifed  a  learned  gentleman,  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  and  a  noble  Lord  to  allure  the  Houfe 
Jn  his  name j  tnat  he  would  not  advife  the  diflblution  of 

Parli*. 
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Parliament,  and  that  fuch  a  meafare  (hould  not  take  place, 
reminded  the  Houfe  of  Lord  Hillfborough's  famous  letter 
to  America,  which  had  contained  the  exprefs  declaration 
of  a  Minifter,  but  had  neverthelefs  been  afterwards  dc- 
parted  from,  and  had  been  followed  with  the  American  war 
and  all  its  fatal  confequences. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put  and  carried. 

Mr./w,  then  moved  that  the  Chairman  leave  the  Chair,  Mr,  Fox- 
report  progrefs,*and  afk  leave  to  fit  again. 

Thtfe  motions  being  put,  Mr.  Fox  cautioned  the  Houfe 
againft  departing  before  all  the  forms  were  gone  through, 
which  he  laid  would  take  up  but  a  very  fhort  time.  He  alfo 
earneftly  exhorted  the  members  not  to  leave  town  imme- 
diately, as  the  confequences  might  prove  irremediable. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  Mr.  Hufley  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  refolution  come  to  by  the  Committee.  The 
resolution  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe.  A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  Committee 
be  immediately  appointed  to  draw  it  up  in  the  form  of  an 
addrefs,  which  was  accordingly  carried,  and  after  fome  few- 
minutes,  the  addrefs  was  brought  up,  read  to  the  Houfe, 
and  was  as  follows  : 

*c  Moft  gracious  Sovereign,  x 

"  WE,  your  Majefty!s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aiTembled, 
think  ourfelves  bound  in  duty  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your 
Majefty,  that  alarming  reports  of  an  intended  di Ablution 
oi  Parliament  have  gone  forth. 

**  Your  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  dutifully  acknow- 
ledging the  wifdom  of  the  Conftitution,  in  trufting  to  the 
Crown  that  juft  and  legal  prerogative,  and  fully  confiding 
in  your' Majefty's  royal  wifdom  and  paternal  care  of  your 
people,  for  the  moft  beneficial  exercife  of  it,  defire  with 
great  humility,  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  the  incon- 
veniencies  and  dangers  which  appear  to  them,  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation  likely  to  follow  from  a 
prorogation  or  diiTolution  of  the  Parliament  in  the  prefent 
arduous  and  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs ;  the  main- 
tenance of  the  public  credit,  and  the  fupport  of  the  re- 
venue demand  the  moft  immediate  attention;  the  difor- 
ders  prevailing  in  the  government  of  the  Eaft  Indies  at 
home  arid  abroad,  call  aloud  for  inftant  reformation,  and 
the  ftate  of   the    Eaft-India    Company's   finances,   from 

"  the 
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the  preffing  demands  upon  them,  requiring  a  no  Ids  im- 
mediate fupport  and  affiftance  from  Parliament. 

"  Your  Majcfty's  faithful  Commons  are  at  prcfent  pro- 
ceeding with  the  utmoft  diligence,  upon  thefe  great  objecb 
of  Government,  as  recommended  to  their  attention  b?  your 

"  4        4 

Majefty's  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  but  which  muft 
neceffarily  be  fruft  rated  and  difap pointed  by  the  delay  at- 
tending a  diflblution,  and  moil  especially  the  affairs  of  tbc 
Eaft  Indies,  by  the  aflembling  of  a  new  Parliament,  not 
'  prepared  by  previous  enquiry,   to  enter  with  great  tffett 

upon  an  obje£t  involving  long  and  intricate  details,  which 
your  Majeity's  faithful  Commons  have  inveftigated  for 
two  years  palt,  with  the  mod  laborious,  earned  and  unre- 
mitting attention. 

u  Your  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  deeply  afTefted  with 
v  thefe  important  confederations,  imprefied  with  the  higheii 
reverence  and  affeftion  for  your  Majefty's  perfon,  and 
anxious  to  preferve  the  luftre  and  fafety  of  your  govern- 
ment, do  humbly  befecch  your  Majefty  to  fuffer  your 
faithful  Commons  to  proceed  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  fefiTon, 
the  furtherance  of  which  is  fo  efientially  neceflary  to  tbc 
profperity  of  the  public  *,  and  that  your  Majefty  will  be 
gracioufly  p leafed  to  hearken  to  the  advice  of  your  faithful 
Commons,  and  not  to  the  fecret  advices  of  particular 
perfons,  who  may  have  private  interefts  of  their  own, 
feparate  from  the  true  interefts  of  your  Majefty.  and  your 
people.'* 

The  addrefs  was  approved  of,  and  an  order  was  made 
that'  it  be  carried  up  to  the  Throne  by  the  whole  Houfe; 
and  that  fuch  members  as  were  Privy  Counfellors  do  attend 
his  Majefty  and  know  when  he  would  be  pleafed  to  receive 
the  fame. 

December  24. 

The  Houfe  went  up  to  St,  James's,  and  his  Majefty  be- 
ing feated  on  the  throne,  the  Speaker  prefented  their  add  re  I  % 
to  which  his  Majefty  returned  the  following  anfwer,  whica 
on  their  return  the  Speaker  read  from  the  chair: 
*c  Gentlemen, 

"  It  has  been  my  conftant  objett  to  employ  the  authority 
enrrufted  to  me  by  the  Constitution,  to  its  true  and  only 
end  —  the  good  of  my  people;  and  I  am  always  happy  ia 
concurring  with  the  wiihes  and  opinions  of  my  faithful 
Commons 

«c  I  agree 
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iC  I  agree  with  you  irf  thinking  that  the  fapport  of  the 
public  credit  and  revenue  mult  demand  your  mod  earneft 
and  vigitent  cafe.  The  ftate  of  the  Eaft  Indies  is  alfo  an 
objeft  of  as  much  delicacy  and  importance  as  can  exercifc  the 
wifdoai  and  jaftice  of  Parliament.*  I  truft  you  will  proceed 
in  tfaofe  confederations  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  after  fuch 
an  adjournment  as  the  prefent  circumftances  may  fecm  to 
require.  And  I  aflure  you  I  fhall  not  interrupt  your  meet- 
ing by  *ny  exercifc  of  my  prerogative,  either  of  prorogation 
or  diffblution." 

Mr.  Fox  fard  that  though  by  his  Majefty's  anfvrer  to  the  Mr.  Fox. 
ad<Jrefe,tbe  Houfe  had  aflu  ranee  that  they  mould  not  be  pre- 
vented from  meeting  again  by  either  a  prorogation  or  dif- 
folathm  of  Parliament,  ftill  the  aflurance  went  no  farther 
than  the  meeting  after  the  recefs.  His  Majefty's  ,  prefent 
Minifters  had  been  it  teemed  driven  from  their  intention  to 
diflblve  the  Parliament,  notie  of  them  had  been  found  daring 
enough  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  take  fodefperatc  a  ftep;  but 
how  foon  after  the  next  meeting  they  might  venture  fo  to 
do,  he  could  not  forefee;  they  were  refolved  however  to 
prevent  the  Houfe  as  long  as  they  could  from  proceeding  to 
bafinefs ;  for  by  moving  writs  at  prefent,  they  would  make 
fuch  a  number  of  vacancies  in  it,  that  would  furnifh  thern- 
felves  with  an  argument  againft  proceeding  early  to  bufinefs; 
for  they  would  have  it  in- their  power  to  fay,  that  it  would  not 
be  decent  to  proceed  during  the  abfence  of  fo  many  perfons 
ay  had  been  fent  to  an  election.  The  ftate  of  the  country 
however,  would  mot  admit  of  a  long  recefs,  for  as  the  prefent 
Minifters  could  not  ftand  long,  (and  indeed  to  talk  of  the 
liability  and  permanency  of  their  government  would  otjly 
be  to  laugh  at  and'  infult  them)  it  would  be  nccefiary  to 
move  for  another  fet  of  writs  after  the  holidays  in  the  room 
of  thofe  who  on  the  formation  of  another  Mtniftry  fhould 
vacate  their  feats.  Therefore  in  order  to  prevent  the  cala- 
mities that  were  likely  to  hefal  the  country  and  threaten  the 
coaftitution,  he  would  propofe  that  the  recefs  fhould  be  as 
fhort  as  poffible,  he  thought  it  could  not  well  be  for  lefs  than 
a  fortnight,  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  adjourn  firft  to  Friday,  when  he  tmderftood  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  meet  again  for  the  purpofe  of  moving  fome  writs, 
and  then  to  the  8th of  January.  It  might  be  faid,  that  know-  ^ 
ingas  be  did  that  the  Mtniftry  coutd  not  ftand  long,  this  wan 
Clewing  himfelf  impatient  to  be  reftored  to  office;  he  did 
not  know  that  he  fhould  make  one  of  the  next  adminiftran 
1  tion,  • 
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tion,  but  he  confeffed  that  he  was  impatient  that  the  fenfe 
of  that  Houfe  might  be  foon  taken  on  the  prefent  Mtnifters; 
that  they  might  foon  learn,  either  that  they  had  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Houfe,  without  which  no  miniftry  could  laft, 
or  that  they  had  not;  this  was  highly  neceflary  to  the  public 
good,  and  therefore  the  foonsr  the  people  fhould  have  a 
ftabie  government,  let  it  be  compafed  of  whom  it  might, 
the  better.     [Mr.  Fox  was  interrupted  by  the  Uflier  of  the 
JBlack  Rod>  who  fummoned  the  Commons  to  attend  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.    On  their  return  he  proceeded.] 
He  talked  of  the  weaknefs  of  young  men  irr  accepting  offices 
•  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs,  and  he  mentioned 
their  youth  as  the  only  poffible  excufe  for  their   rafhnefs. 
However,  as  they  came  in  the  avowed  champions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
it  would  be  neceflary  to  proceed  as  early  as  poffible  in  the 
bufinefs  on  which  the  Committee  on  the.ftate  of  the  nation 
was  to  lit,  and  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  fhould  be  thought  pru- 
dent and  falutary,  to  guard  againft  the  evils  that  might  be 
apprehended  from  the  feqret  influence  to  which  the  new  Mi- 
ni ft  ers  were  not  afhamed  to  owe  their  own  fituations.    Tbey 
did  not  fcem  to  underftand  a  pretty  broad  hint  from  that 
Houfe,  how  improper  it  would  be  for  them  to  come  into 
power;  it  would,  perhaps,  require  a  broader  one  to  convince 
them  of  the  neceflity  of  retiring,  and  therefore  it  might  be 
proper  to  come  to  fome  pointed  rcfblution  after  the  holidays, 
in    order   to  fecure   the  Houfe   againft  a  di Ablution;  he 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  they  ought  not  to  adjourn 
beyond  the  8th  of  January. 
Lord  Mul*      Lord  Mul grave  took  notice  of  fome  parts  of  Mr.  Erikine's 
v*"**        ipeech  on  Monday  laft  relative  to  the  time  when  the  addrefs 
was  carried  to  King  William  in  1693,  ^rom  which  he  co- 
pied the  laft  paragraph.  ,  He  faid  that  there  was  great  re* 
femblance  between  that  period  and  the  prefent,  when  a  fac- 
tion was  overturned  and  driven  from  power,  when  a  tory 
Lord  Rockingham  was  difmifled  from  his  office,  and  the  pa- 
triotic and  whig  Lord  Sorners,  who  was  the  type  of  the  pre* 
fent  Lord  Chancellor,  had  the  Great  Seal  delivered  to  him 
after  it  had  been  taken  from  a  jobbing  commiflien. 
Mr.ErJkine      Mr.  Erjkine  faid' it  would  have   been  better  for  the  noble 
Lord  to  have  taken  noticet  of  his  fpcech  on  Monday  than 
now.     He  faid  he  did  not  copy  the  paragraph  in  that  ad- 
drefs,  merely  becaufe  he  found  it  in  a  former  one;  but  ap- 
proving as  lie  did,  of  the  fentiments  contained,   he  hid 
♦  adopted 
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adopted  it  merely  in  complaifance  to  fuch  fqueamifh  perfbns 
as  the  noble  Lord.  He  faid,  he  did  not  apprehend  from  his 
Majefty's  anfwer,  that  there  was  any  intention  to  diffolve 
or  prorogue  the  Parliament  after  the  recefs ;  he  would  not 
read  that  anfwer  with  the  eye  of  a  fpecial  pleader,  in  order 
to  find  flaws  in  it ;  but  as  his  Majefty  admitted  the  prefling 
neccflity  of  vigilance  and  attention  to  public  affairs,  hd 
conceived  that  he  admitted  as  a  juft  inference,  that  an 
interruption  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  would  be  pre-' 
judicial  to  them,  '  \  9 

Sir  Edward  J/i ley  thought  the  adjournment  too  fhort ;  he  Sir  Ed*iri 
had  attended  his  duty  in  Parliament  from  the  firft  day  of  Aftlc7« 
the  meeting,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  private  affairs, 
which  now  required  fome  little  attention  from  him.  It 
would  take  him  two  days  to  go  down  to  the  country,  and 
two  more  to  return,  which  taken  from  the  period  between 
this  and  the  8th  of  January,  would  leave  it  fhort  indeed. 
He  faid  he  had  read  in  the  newfpapers  this  day,  tuat  Sir 
Edward  Aftley  was  gone  over  to  the  oppofition ;  he  muft 
drink  deep  indeed  of  the  water  of  Lethe  before  he  fhould 
do  that ;  he  cared  not  indeed  who  was  Minifter,  he  would 
fupport  no  man  from  influence,  but  would  be  always  guided 
by  his  opinion,  of  the  meafure. 

Sir  Jofepb  Mnwbey  inveighed  againft  the  coalition,  which  $>«*  Jo/ejfh 
he  detefted  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart.  In  anfwer  to  an  M*wbtJ* 
allufion  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  but  Which  we  did  not  well  hear, 
that  the  Minjfters  would  employ  their  time  during  the  recefs 
to  bring  over  members  to  their  intereft  by  holding  out 
tempting  offers ;  Sir  Jofeph  faid  that  •  if  they  did,  they 
ought  to  employ  the  agent  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribband,  who  was  hacknied  in  that  bufinefs. 

Lord  North  faid  that  it  was  not  very  likely  that  his  agent,  Ld.  Nortfc- 
whoever  Was  meant,  fhould  go  about  to  make  a  majority  a 
minority ;  for  his  part,  if  the  prefent  Minifter  would  be 
bound  not  to  attempt,  during  the  recefs,  to  corrupt,  by  . 
himfelf  or  any  agent,  any  member  compofing  the  majority^ 
of  that  Houfe,   he   (Lord  North)    would  confent  to    be 
locked  up  without  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  and  bind  himfelf  not 
to  fpeak  to  any  man  until  the  Houfe  fhould  meet  again. 
He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that  nd  attempt  would  be  made, 
for  he  was  fure  that  a  more  fruitlefs  one  could  never  be  un- 
dertaken.    After  fome  farther  confideration,  it  was-  agreed 
to  poftpone  the  bufinefs  of  the  adjournment,   until   Mr. 
Steele  mould  have  moved  all  the  writs,  exclufive  of  that    s 
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for  Edinburghfhire,  which  was  ordered  ;  he  moved  for  others 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occafioned  by  the  appointments,  of 
Sir  George  Yonge,  to  the  office  of  Secretary  at  War ;  of 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  Mr.  rtltfot.  to  be  Lords  of  the  Treafury ; 
and  of  Mr,   Brett,    Mr,   Pratt,  and  Lord  Apftey,  to  be 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty;  the  new  writs  wete  ordered  ac- 
cordingly.   The  floufe  then  refoived  itfelf  into  a  Commit* 
tee  to  take  into  confederation  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
Lord  Bean.      Lord  B  touch  amp,  after  a  fhort  preface,  moved  that  the 
amp.       Chairman,  Mr.  Huffey*  be  dirc&ed  to  move  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  ought 
not  to  confcnt  that  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Can- 
pany  do  accept  any  more  bills,  unlefs  they  ft  all  be  able  to 
prove  to  Parliament  that  they  have  fufficient  meant  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  them,  after  they  ftiall  have  made 
their  dividend^  and  difcharged  the  debt  doe  to  Govern- 
ment. 
Mr.  Fofc         Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motion  pro  forma. 
tord  Mul-    .  Lord  Mulgravt  faid  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  wctc  ao- 
gra?e#         thorifed  by  an.aft  of  Parliament  to  give  their  confent  that 
the  Directors  Jhould  accept  bills  to  a  certain  amount;  it 
would  therefore  be  abfurd  to  confine  them  by  a  refolution 
of  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature  frqm  doing  that  which  by 
law  they  were  authorifed  to  do :  in  the  exercife  of  thek 
judgment,  in  obedience  to  an  aft  of  the  Legiflature,  they 
ought  to  disregard  a  refolution  of.  that  Houfe.     This  hit 
expreffion  made  many  members  take  fire.     Mir.  Burke  and 
Mr.  Fox  found  it  pcrfe&ly  confident  with  men  who  were 
come  in  under  the  influence  of  die  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  de- 
fpife  the  resolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  ipdeed  the 
prefent  Minifters  {hewed  whofe  Minifters  they  were  ;  for  of 
them  all,  there  was  only  one  who  was  not  a  Peer ! 
IA*  North.      Lord  North  laid  the  refolution  wa<*  necefTary.    By  law 
the  Dire&ors  could  accept  bills  to  the  amount  of  300,0001. 
for  any  fum  beyond  that,  they  muft  have  the  confent  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury.     He  underftood  that  bills  bad  al- 
ready arrived,  or  were  on  the  point  of  arriving,  to  the 
amount  of  2,400,000!.  and  others  were  expe&ed  to  arrive 
from  India  to  the  amount  of  ft,oc)5»oool.  more.    This  was 
an  immenfe  fum,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to 
the  difcrction  of  the  Treafury,  to  bind  the  public  by  their 
confent.  to  the  payment  of  it.    For  his  part,  were  he  a 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  he  would  thank  the  Houfe  for.  fnch 
a  refolution  as  that  which  was  then  before  the  Committee ; 
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at  it  would  free  him  from  a  thoufand  importunities  from  the 
Company. 

Sir  William  Dolbcn  thought  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  inter-  sir  Wi«. 
fere  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  in  the  difcharge  of  a  truft  D°"«n« 
repofed  in  them  by  the  three  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Scott  faid  he  would  not  argup  for  the  neceflity  of  the  Mr.  Scott. 
resolution,  but  if  it  was  once  admitted  to  be  neceuary,  her 
would  not  hefitate  to  fay  that  it  was  not  unconftitutional ; 
for  that  Houfe  bad  unqueftionably  a  right  to  advife  any  exe- 
cutive branch  of  .government,  however  legally  eftablilhed. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Banks,  and  Lord  Mahon,  fpoke 
on  the  queftion,  but  not  againft  it;  they  rofe  merely  to 
refcue  the  character  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  any  imputation  that 
he  intended  to  make  any  bad  ufe  of  the  power  veiled  by 
law  in  the  Treafury.  The  refolutioo  was  then  carried  with- 
out a  divifion. 

The  Earl  of  Sumy  then  acquainted  the  Committee  that  The  Carl  of 
be  had  another  resolution  to  propofe.'  A  reformation  had  Surry, 
been  intended  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter,  if  not  an  aboli- 
tion of  the  Duchy  Court;  but  this  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  prevented  by  the  grant  made  of  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor of  that  Duchy,  to  the  laft  jperfon  who  hsld  it  for 
life  :  he  moved  therefore  that  the  Chairman  be  directed  tq 
move  the  Houic  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  that  until  the  12th 
of  January  next  he  do*bot  grant  the  above  office  to  any  per- 
ion,  otherwife  than  during  pleafure.  He  faid  he  bad  chofen 
aa  early  day,  that  he  might  not  be  thought  to  trench  too 
much  upon  the  prerogative.  The  refolution  pafled  without 
oppoiitioo.  The  Chairman  having  been  prcvioufly  direc- 
ted to  report  progrefs,  and  aik  leave  to  fit  again,  left  the 
chair,  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  he  reported  the  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fax  then  faid,  that  in  compliance  with  the  wifhrs 
of  lome  gentlemen,  he  would  not  prefs  the  adjournment  to 
the  8th  ;  but  would  move  that  the  Committee  do  fit  again 
on  Monday  the  12th  of  January  next.  This  mention  was^ 
carried ;  and  it  was  fettled  among  all  parties,  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  meet  on  Friday,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  order- 
ing fuch  new  writs  as  fhould  be  then  moved  for;  after 
which  they  (hould  adjourn  to  the  lath.  The  Houfe  then 
adjourned. 

Dcctmbtr  atf. 

After  the  new  writs  were  moved  for,   the  Houfe  ad- 
journed to  January  u. 

Rrr  a  Januarf 
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January  12,  1784. 

Mr.  Fo*.  At  half  paft  two  Mr.  Fox  rofe  and  faid,  be  would  proceed 
to  move  the  order  of  the  day ;  but  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
rc-cle&ed  members  coming  to  take  their  feats.  They  came 
feparately,  and  it  was  near  four  o'clock  before  they  were  all 
feated. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  rofe  at  the  fame 

time,  and  the  friends  of  both  gentlemen  were  very  loud  in 

procuring  for  them  the  preference. — The  Speaker  faid,  that 

Mr.  Fox  was  in  poffelfion  of  the  houfe,  for  he  had  been 

up,  and  was  interrupted  by  the  fweartng  in  of  the  re-eleftcd 

members.— Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  fpoke  to  order,  and 

he  therefore  was  heard.     He  faid  he  knew  not  that  Mr.  Fox 

was  in  pofleffion  of  the  houfe ;  but  he  thought  it  requifhe 

t      for  him  to  fay,  that  the  reafon  for  his  riling  was  to  prefent  to 

the  Houfe  a  meiTage  from  his  Majefty,  conceiving,  as  he  did, 

that  the  Houfe  would  be  difpofed  to  hear  that  in  preference 

to  other  matter. 

TlieSpe»k.      The  Spiaker  then,    from  the  chair,  faid,  that  Mr.  Fox 

**'  having  begun  his  fpeech,  was  clearly  in  pofleffion  of  the 

houfe,  and  was  entitled  to  go  on. 
The  Right  The  right  honourable  Mr.  Fox  then  faid,  that  nobody 
Jfon.  Mr.  Woujj  tcj,evc  that  he  was  inclined  by  any  means  to  prevent 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from  pre- 
fenting  a  meiTage  from  hfs  Majefty ;  but  having  rifen  to  move 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man having  it  in  his  power  to  prefent  the  meflage  after  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day  as  well  as  before,  and  knowing  at  (he 
fame  time,  from  the  nature  of  the  meflage,  that  there  would 
be  no  injury  in  waiting,  he  wiihed  that  the  Houfe  ihould  go 
into  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  where  a  mo- 
tion of  the  moft  immediate  confequence  to  the  Houfe  would 
be  made,  and  which,  in  his  mind,  ought  to  precede  all  other 
buiinefs.  He  therefore  begged  leave  to  move  the  order  of 
the  day. 
tftUorFuT  ^r*  Chancellor  Pitt  then  rofe:  he  was  by  no  means 
anxious,  he  faid,  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  going  into  the 
Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  or  to  keep  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  from  the  pofleffion  of  the  houfe,  to 
the  gaining  of  which  fuch  art  and  fuch  accommodation  had 
been  ufed.  He  could  not  be  at  all  furprifed  that  thofe  men, 
.who  before  the  iccefs  had  been  fo  clamorous  and  fo  petulant, 
and  who  had  gone  fuch  ftrange  lengths,  at  a  time  when 

thofc 
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thofe  pcrfons  who  unqueftionably  ought  to  be  prcfcnt  at  the 
difcuflion  of  all  important  queftions  were  nccefiarily  abfent, 
fhould  now  have  proceeded  in  the  fame  way,  and  taken  the 
advantage  of  abfence  to  bring  on  one  meafure,  by  which  he, 
as  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  mould  be  prevented  from 
bringing  down  a  meffage  from  his  Majefty.  It  was  not  his 
defirc  to  prevent  gentlemen  from  faying  any  thing  that  they 
might  imagine  would  fupport  that  clamour  which  they  had 
endeavoured  fo  infidioufly  to  raife  in  the  country,  any  thing 
that  would  fupport  that  petulance  which  they  had  (hewn  be- 
fore the  recefs,  that  unjuftifiable  violence  and  thofe  unprece- 
dented fteps  which  they  had  taken,  for  the  purpofe-  of  in- 
flaming the  country  and  exciting  jealousies,  for  which  there 
was  no  real  foundation.  He  was  happy  to  fee  the  Houfe  met 
again,  that  now  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  might  be  able 
to  face  the  afiertions,  the  infinuations  that  were  thrown  out, 
for  nothing  in  the  fhape  of  a  charge  had  been  brought  for- 
ward, nothing  had  even  been  attempted  to  be  proved  ;  now 
they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  meet  the  enquiries  and  , 

the  proportions  that. might  be  agitated  in  the  Committee  on 
the  ftate  of  the  nation ;  and  he  allured  the  Houfe,  that  he 
fhould  not  flirink  from  any  queftion,  charge,  or  infinuation, 
which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  might  chufe  to  bring 
a  era  in  ft  him. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,  that  he  chearfully  expreffed 
his  rcadinefs  to  go  into  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
nation,  he  thought  it  right  that  this  Committee  fKoutd  be 
delayed  for  fome  fhort  time,  and  he  trufted  the  reafons  which 
he  fhould  give  would  be  fatisfadory  to  the  Houfe.  It  had 
pleafed  his  Majefty  to  command  his  fervices,  at  a  time, 
when,  however  he  might  feel  himfelf  unqualified  for  the 
high  ftation  of  the  Minifter,  he  could  not  think  himfelf 
juftified  in  confeience  to  decline.  The  circumftances  of  the 
country  were  peculiar  and  diftreffing. 

The  Eaft-India  bill,  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  a  bill  fo  violent  in  its  form  as  to  give  juft  rea- 
fon  for  alarm  to  every  thinking  man,  had  been,  by  what 
powerful  management  it  was  not  for  him  to  fay,  hurried 
through  that  Houfe.  That  bill  eftabliflied  a  fpecics  of  in- 
fluence unknown  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country ;  and 
he  was  one  of  a  moft  refpeftable  minority,  who  thought, 
that  if  it  had  palled  into  a  lav/,  the  independence  of  that 
Houfe,  the  equilibrium  betweep  the  three  eftatcs  of  the 

.  realm, 
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realm,  and  the  beautiful  frame  of  our  Government  were  at 
an  end.  That  bill  palled  this  Houfe,  but  at  the  fame  time 
it  was  the  idea  of  all  menf  even  of  tbofe  who  objefted  to 
that  bill,  that  though  that  bill  was  perfectly  unfit  to  be  paf- 
fed,  fome  bill  was  efientially  neceffary ;  and  he  bad  pledged 
hirnfelf,  if  it  was  withdrawn  or  thrown  out,  to  propofe  one 
lefs  violent  in  its  principle,  and,  as  he  thought,  more  ade- 

2uate  to  its  purpofes.  Would  any  man  objeft  to  his  moving 
>r  leave  to  bring  in  that  bill?  Would  not  all  (ides  of  the 
Houfe  acknowledge,  that  the  firft  objeft  to  be  embraced 
was  'the  India  bufinefs  ?  It  was  for  this  queftion  that  the 
Houfe  was  impatient.  They  had  thought  proper  to  prefect 
an  addrefs  to  the  Throne,  ftating  their  extreme  anxiety  to 
go  upon  this  important  purfuit,  which  they  ftated  to  be  fo 
important  as  to  make  them  dread  any  interruption  what- 
ever. Was  it  poffiblc  then  that  they  mould  think  of  inter- 
rupting the  bufinefs  ?  Was  it  poffible  that  they  fhould  think 
of  preventing  the  introduction  of  a  new  bill,  which  wis 
the  only  way  of  coming  fairly  to  the  bufinefs  ?  Whatever 
ferious  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  might  be  medita- 
ted afterwards,  he  fhould  think  it  his  duty  nioft  attentively 
and  chearfully  to  accompany;  but  in  the  mean  time  he 
begged  the  Houfe  to  confider,  that  this  was  the  firft  day 
when  the  new  Minifters  had  met  them  in  Parliament. 
That  Miniftry  was  formed,  was  called  by  his  Majefty  into 
office  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  the  India  bill.  Their  firft 
duty  was  to  frame  a  fyftem  for  the  government  of  India. 
They  had  not  oppofed  the  laft  bill  by  cavilling;  they  had 
not  objected  to  it  from  envy  to  the  parents  of  it*  They 
had  oppofed  it,  becaufe  they  thought  that  its  obje£U  might 
be  accomplifhed  in  a  fafer  way.  This  was  the  point  on 
which  they  were  at  ifTue.  They  had  now  to  prove  that 
they  had  not  lightly  difturbed  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  they  had  not  fet  up  a  captious  oppofition,  an  op- 
pofition  to  men  merely  ;  but  that  they  oppofed  a  moft  vio- 
lent meafare,  and  having  overthrown  it,  they  thought  it 
their  firft  duty  to  fubftitute  a  more  moderate,  a  more  confB- 
tutional  fcheme  in  its  place. 
He  fpoke  again  of  the  clamour  which  had  been  excited, 
,  and  faid  he  was  ready  to  meet  it  all.     He  had  objected  to 

the  laft  bill,  becaufe  it  created  a  new  and  enormous  influ- 
ence, by  veiling  in  certain  nominees  of  the  Miniften,  all 
the  patronage  of  the  Eaft.  He  ftated  all  his  great  objec- 
tions to  Mr.  Fox's  bill,  and  faid,  that  he  was  now  called 

npoa 
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upon  by  his  duty,  to  bring  in  a  new  bill,  and  if  the  Houfe* 
by  agreeing  with  him  to  poftpone  the  order  of  the  day, 
would  give  hign  leave  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill, 
he  would  ftate  all  the  outlities  of  his  fyftem,  as  fhortly  and 
precifely  as  he  could.  He  trufted  that  he  fhould  not  be  pre- 
vented, becaufe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fore- 
ftalled    the    Houfe,   by  riling,    at    a   time,    when  thofe 

Eerfons  were  abfent,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  conduct  official 
ufincft,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  in  general  would  agree 
with  him  in  voting  againft  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mi*.  Erjkine  (aid,  he  ventured  to  confidcr  themfelves  as  Mr.  Er< 
re-aflembled  that  day  after  the  neceffary  adjournment  of fkiatm 
the  feafon,  under  his  Majefty's  folemn  promife,  that  they 
ihould  not  be  interrupted  in  their  deliberations  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  fupport  of  the  public  credit,  by 
any  prorogation  or  difiblution  of  the  Parliament :  for,  if 
his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  their  late  addrefs  meant  any  thing 
fhort  of  that,  his  Minifters  who  had  advifed  and  perufed  it 
had  not  only  abofed  his  Royal  confidence,  but  groflly  de- 
ceived and  infulted  that  Houfe.  For  that  the  anfwer  in  ac- 
knowledging the  urgency  of  thofe  obje&s,  mentioned  in 
the  addrefs,  as  reafons  againft  diflblving,  and  likewifc  the 
expediency  of  proceeding  on  them  with  vigilance,  moft 
undoubtedly  conveyed  that  the  Houfe  would  be  permitted 
not  merely  to  meet,  but  to  meet  for  the  furtherance  of  thofe 
objeftt.  On  the  day  the  anfwer  was  read  in  that  Houfe, 
there  were  no  rcfponfcble  Minifters  prefent,  but  as  they  were 
there  then,  the  Houfe  was  entitled  to  know,  in  the  moft 
explicit  and  unequivocal  terms, *  previous  to  the  difcuffion  of 
any  queftion  of  India,  whether  they  were  to  underftand, 
that  they  were  met  again  freely,  independently,  and  with 
ultimate  effeft  to  deliberate  on  the  affairs  of  India,  and  the 
other  great  confiderations  that  preffed  upon  them,  or  whe- 
ther they  were  only  tenants  at  the  will  of  the  new  Minifter, 
to  be  fent  back  to  their  conftituents  as  delinquents,  unlefs 
they  fhould  recede  from  every  principle  of  conftitutiona! 
policy  to  which  they  were  folemnly  and  publicly  pledged, 
and  fhould  agree  to  regifter  any  edift  upon  the  fubjeft 
which  the  new  Treafury  Bench  might  diftate  to  them,  how- 
ever-repugnant to  their  former  opinions.  For  if  that  was 
their  fyftem,  he  for  one  would  not  give  up  a  moment  of 
his  time  to  deliberation  which  muft  be  fruitlefs,  and  which 
could  end  in  the  final  execution  of  no  permanent  fyftem  of 
government  in  Afia  or  Europe.    That  if  Minifters  met 

them 
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them  only  by  way  of  experiment  to  try  their  opinions  with 
the  rod  of  di Ablution  hung,  over  their  heads  as  the  fcoorge 
of  difobedience,  determined,  inftead  of  retiring  on  a  difap- 
pointment,  ftill  to  diftrad  and  difturb  a  Government  which 
they  could  not  guide,  and  to  gain  over  a  future  Parlia- 
ment, by  the  arts  of  cabal  and  corruption,  which  the  virtue 
of  the  prefent  had  refilled,  it  would  become  them  40  know, 
not  from  the  Minifters,  but  from. the  Throne  itfclf,  whether 
this  country  was  to  be  governed  by  men  whom  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  could  confide  in,  or  whether  they,  the  people  of 
-  England's  reprefentatives,  were  to  be  the  fport  and  foot-ball 
1  of  any  junto  that  might  hope  to  rule  over  theoa  by  an  an- 

feen  and  uncxplorable  principle  of  Government  utterly  un- 
known to  the  Conftitution.    That  was  the. great  queftioa 
to  which  pvery  public-fpirited  citizen  of  this  country  (hooll 
direct  his  view.     A  qucftion  that  went  very  wide  of  the 
policy  to  be  adopted  concerning  Indja,  about  which  very 
wife  and  very  honeft  men,  not  only  might,  but  have  and  did 
materially  differ.     The  total   removal  of  all  the  executive 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  while  they;  were  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  confidence  of.  that  Houfe,  and  indeed  without  any 
other  vifible  or  avowed  caufe  of  removal,  than  becaufc  they  did 
erjoy  that  confidence,  and  the  appointment  of  others  in  their 
room,  without  any  other  apparent  ground  of  fele&ton  than 
becaufe  they  enjoyed  it  not,  was  in  his  mind  a  moft  alarming 
and  portentous  attack  on  the  public  freedom,  becaufe  though 
no  outward  form  of  the  government  was  relaxed  or  violated 
by  it,  fo  as  inftantly  to  Tup  ply  the  constitutional  remedy  of 
oppofition,  the  whole  fpirit  and  energy  of  the  government 
was  annihilated  by  it.    That  the  prerogative  of  chafing  Mi- 
nifters belonged  to,    and  ought  to  belong  to  his  Majcfty, 
and  let  no  man  hope  to  hear  from  him  a  (ingle  expreffion  that 
ftruck  at  the  juft  independence  of  the  Crown  ;  but  as  all  its 
prerogatives,  like  their  own  privileges,  were  but  trufh  for  the 
people;  and  as  none  of  them  could  be  abufed  but  by  the 
agency  of  others,  he  perfuaded  himfelf  that  they  would  look 
to  thofe,  who  in  an  evil  hour  had  given  the  Crown  the  moft 
refponfible  advice  on  the  fubjeft  alluded  to,  by  accepting  of 
all  the  pofts  of  executive  power,  merely  as  it  (hou)d  fcern, 
becaufe  the  voice  of   the  people's  reprefentatives  in  that 
Houfe  had  been  recently,  repeatedly,. and  loudly  lifted  up 
againft  them*     He  ventured  to  exprels  his  aftoniflimcot  on  a 
former  day,  when  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  was  not 
f   in  his  place,  that  when  the  affairs  of  India  were  the  firft  and 

1  moft 
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moft  important  objeAs  of  the  King's  Government,  lie  Could 
venture  to  take  upon  htm  the  condufti>f  that  Government 
in  a  Honfe  of  Commons^  adverfe  to  all  his  ideas  and  princi-t 
pies  on  the  fubjeft,  and  the  majority  of  which' he  had  on  the 
fame  fubjeS  loaded  with  the  moft  opprobrious  epithets ; '  aft 
cxpreffionbe  thought  himfetf  at  liberty  to  ufe,  becanfe  aftet 
a^great  and  refpeoabie  majority,  had  aiknted  to  the  bill  upon 
the  fecond  reading,  and-  in  the.  Committee,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  cud  ftill  00  the  third  reading  confider  the 
friends  of  it  collectively  aafupporting  a  defperate  fa&ion,  in 
an  attempt  to  maintain  themfelves  in  power  at  the  expenco 
of  die  moft  facrod  chartered  rights  of  indjvkfoaU*  and  the 
moft  valuable  interefts  of  the  public,  with  many  other  gal- 
ling eotprd&ms.  His.  objection  to  that  language,  as  he  ex- 
plained it  when  he  firft  ifarted  it,  was  not  To  mush  becanfe  it 
was' unparliamentary  or  unprecedented,  though  he  thought 
it  fiifficiently  fo :  it  was  not  an  arraignment  of  the  right  ho* 
nonrable  gentleman  for  ufing  it,  fince  on  moft  eontefted  pub-  ' 
lie  mealktres  the  fame  fort  of  language  was  but  too  frequent 
from  both  fides  of  the  houfe;>  but  he  did,  as.  they  might  all 
remember,  exprefs  bis  utter  aftoaifhment,  whidh  he  again 
expreffed,  (for  it  growedon  him  every  inftant)  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  Should  hope  to  continue  one  day  the 
Mintfter  in  a  Houfe  of '  Commons,  while  that  majority, 
wbofe  .-principles  of  government  he  had  thus  fo  recently  re- 

Erobatcd,  continued  to  fuhfiftc  that  wsfc,  and  continued  to 
e  his  obfervatioo,  and  he  was  not  afraid  ft  truft  the  juf- 
ticc  and  propriety  of  it! to  Aq  good  feofe,  the  dignity  and 
the  memory  of  die  Houfc;  U  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  retained [hU  ,0 Wo  Opinions,,  and  if  the  Houfe  likcwife 
retaibttf  Its  own,  was  it  not  cvidoDt  that  he  had  come  into  / 

offibe  wiftboUt/tbe>moft  diftant  profyefi  of  ferving  the  pub- 
lic Y  Was  it  not  evident? rAhat  he  brought  on  a  ftruggle  be* 
tween  executive  and.  tegifiativb  authority*  at  a  time  when 
they  Were  pointing  with  equal  Vigour,  unity  and  cfieft,  for 
the  commdri  interefts*  jof  the  nfrtion  ?  Was  it  not  palpable, 
that  inftead  of  giving  (lability,  dignity  and  authority  to 
the  Governiricnt;  6f  his  country,  at  a  time  when  its  affairs 
were  falling  into  ruin  in  every  part  of  the  world  from  the 
want  pf.  them,  he  crippled  and,  enervated  all  its  operations, 
frtrrcd  dangerous  queftions  between  the  prerogatives  of  the 
'Crown  and  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and  wafted  the  im* 

Crtant  hours  of  deliberation  in  that  houfq  in  bringing  things 
cft<to  thfi:ypry  caadtoum  they  were  in  originally,  when  he 
ftepped  forth  to  diftwrb,  them.  .  Could  the  right  honourable 
::3Hol.XU.  Ssa  ^mtle* 
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j^tlittefhan,  or  any  bcxty  for  him,  explain  to  the  Houfc  why 
<he  Ciwm,  byf')t*  unfwcr  to  their  addrefs,  (houhr  pram* 
n6t  to.difturh  their  proceeding*,  yet  (hook)  at  the  fame  mo* 
ftfttit  change  th*  whole  executive  authority  of  Government, 
aWd  place  it  in  the  hands  of  ptrfons^adverfc  to  ev cry  princi- 
ple ihey  had  pledged  thenifelvcs  to  adopt,  ;oo  the  very  mea- 
Itat  they  we*e<Iefii*d  I©  proceed  opoo<?  Was  it  not  plain  to 
the  wytaneft  undesftanding,  tharit  ftrwck  a  patty  imo«very 
fMJfcnber  of » egtoame  power,  which :  could  not,  and  wught 
»etrT*>  havt'atty  tbetgyior  ftrength,  whafc  deprived  of  that 
vtartfyirit  6f  papular  govenwmm,  whkh ■  could  ;ooly  chare- 
late  lift  and  beat'  it  tbroagh  themadiumof  tbcjaeophAre* 
prtfrfttarircsrnihst'Hoofe  ?      •  •  to .      ->•  1 

He  trailed  that  whenever  the  Cr4*u«f  England  removed 

fa  fcftnifters,  enjoying  the  fiall  eoflftdeftsc  of  the  Coubmoas, 

,  and  chofe  (b  ftrarvp*  and  inarfpitpoosan  JiotrHbr  the*  Teno* 

Tal>  as  when  upheld  by  that  ooftfideace  they  Were  phasing 

great  and  neceffary  fyftomt  of  gntvetanftent,  and  whew  tt  00c 

-  only  chofe  that  ftaibn  for  remtfviwg  them,  but  put  into  their 

room  perfons  wbofe  principles  on  the  fame  obje&s  thepecffc't 

reprefentativet  h,ad   recently  resetted  and  condejnned,   he 

hoped,  whatever  might  be  vhciv  differences  on  other  fubjeds, 

that  they  ftiould  be  unanimtms  in  olnfidering  that  nwmt 

as  a  great  arid  alarming  crifii,  iu-  which  the  freedom  tiflfce 

government  was  to  be  decided  on  forever ;  and  thac  tbrtogh 

they  ftiotrtd  •  proceed  lite  pradbot  and  virtuous  ine!aj/4*th 

forefight  arid  moderation,  taking  care  not  to>  touch  ant  of 

the  forms  of  the gftotntnent,  ^ettbttt the*  ihwoMobwrnR 

the  Crown  by  tfccijr  coridnft,  that  thtpfetfeft  and  /nbfefcvKii* 

vidua!,  whoftioold  ever  venture  to>ftand  upoh:  feunettii&F 

tace  againft  the  ce*rfdenceof  thatHoofe,  would fiod&at 

hie  abilities,  whatever  they  might  be,    or  whatever  they 

might  be  fancied,  inftcad  of  'befog  arfupport  and  pttribfiKon 

'    to  htm,  would  oety  be  like  the  conytf  (ions  uf  *a  ftrongaan 

in  the  agonies  *f  difetffe,  which  e*haufted  the  vfcaMJpirit 

ftfter  than  the  fainter  ftruggles  of  weakrtefc,  and  bioeght  00 

death  the  foOner.  l 

Such,  in  a  few  hours,  he  trfefted  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  piefent<Jo* 
vernmerit  i  indeed  he -never  compared,  in  his  own  tnfad,  Ma 
firft  appearances  in  that  houfc  when  under  the  banawe  of 
his  right  honourable  friend,  befapported  the  genuine  caefeof 
liberty,  with  hi*  prefeat  melancholy  ridiculous  4iruac»oni* 
'at,  than  he  was  dtdwn  into  an  invfttutrarry  pajvdy  of  the 
ibene  of  Hamlet  and  his  eaothexin  thwlofctw'  •  '  -  •• . 
£  •  -  -  *X  .  ^Look 
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Ldokherc  upon  this  pi£Ur«,  and~on  this  a 

See  what  a  grace  was  featcd  in  this  youth,   * 

His  father's  fire  —  the  foul  of  Pitt  himfelf, 

A  tongue  like  his  to  foftcn  or  command, 

A  ftation  like  the  genius  of  England 

New  lighted  on  this  top  of  Freedom's  hill ; 

A  tombi nation  and  a  form  indeed, 

Wfete  every  god  did  fedfti  to  fet  his  tol  . 

T*  give  his  country  cameA  of  .a  Patriots 

1  j 

Look  you  n6w  what  follows  i 

•         « 

Dark,  fecrat  jnflu^ne,  like  a  mlldew'd  ear, 
Blading  *his  public  virtue ;  $Ias  he  eyes  !  ^ 
Could  he  ijjis  bright  afiembly  leave  to  plcaft, 
To  batten  on  tHat  bench  1 


The  rlglit  honourable  gentleman  might  profit  the  !efs  frora 
thefe  obfervations,  from  believing  that  he  fought  them,  and 
that  he  had  a  pleafure  in  making  them;  if  he  thought  fo, 
he  could  aflure  him  upon  his  honour  that  he  was  miftaken* 
lb  very  much  miftaken,  that  the  incofiveniencies  which  the 
country  fuffered  at  that  moment  from  the  want  of  a  fettled 
government,  were  greatly  heightened  to  his  feelings  from 
the  reflection  that  they  were  increafed  by  his  unguided  am- 
bition. Their  fathers  were  friends,  and  be  was  taught  from 
his  infancy  to  reverence  the  name  of  Pitt ;  In  original  par- 
tiality, which  inftead  of  being  diminifhed  was  ftrongty  con- 
firmed by  an  acquaintance  with  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf,  which  he  was  cultivating  with  pleafure,  when 
he  was  taken  from  his  profeffion  into  a  different  fcene.  Let 
him  not  think  that  he  Was  the  lefs  his  friend  or  the  mean 
en vier  of  his  talents,  becaufe  they  had  been  too  much  the 
topic  of  panegyric  there  already,  and  both  he  and  the  pub- 
lic were  now  reaping  the  bitter  fruits  of  thefe  intemperate 
praifesf  "  It  was  good  (faid  Solomon)  for  a  man  to  bear  the 
yoke  iq  his  youth ;"  and  that  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  attended  to  that  maxim,  he  would  not  at  fo  early 
a  period  have  declared  againft  a  fubordinate  fituation,  hut 
would  have  lent  the  aid  of  his  faculties  to  carry  on  the  afiairs 
of  this  country,  which  wanted  nothing  but  (lability  to  ren- 
der them  glorious,  inftead  of  fetting  up  at  once  for  himfelf 
to  be  the  ffrft  j  becaufe  he  had  too  haftily  declared  againft 
being  fubordinate,  and  doing  it  under  circumftances,  which 
could  not  but  for  a  time  at  leaft  (the  fpirit  of  the  Hbufe 
would  take  care  it  fhould  not  be  long)  difturb  and  diftraft 

S  s  $  2  all 
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t  all  the  operations  of  Government,  and  difappoint  the  moft 
folid  interefts  of  the  public. 

How  very  different  had  been  the  progrefs  of  his  honourable 
friend  that  fat  near  him,  who  was  not  hatched  at  once  into 
a  Minifter  by  the  heat  of  his  own  ambition,  but  who,  as  ic 
was  good  for  him  to  do  in  the  words  of  the  wife  man,  *4  bore 
the  yoke  in  his  youth,"  paffed  through  the  fuboidinate  of- 
fices, and  matured  his  talents  -in  long,  and  laborious  opposi- 
tions, arriving  by  the  natural  progrefs  of  his  powerful  mind 
,  to  a  fuperiority  of  political  wifdom  and  comprebenfion,  which 
that  Houfe  had  long  -with  delight  and  fattsfa£kk>n  acknow- 
ledged.    To  pluck  fuch  a  man  from  the  -councils  of  his 
country  in  the  hour  of  her  diftrcfles,  while  he  enjoyed  the 
full  confidence  of  that  Houfe,  to  give  efTcft  to' vigorous 
plans  for  her  interefts,  and  to  throw  every  thing,  into  confu- 
uoo  by  the  introduction  of  other  men,  introduced  as  it  flumld 
fecra  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  beget  that  coofufion,  is 
an  evil  that  if  they  could  not  rectify,  they  might  at  kaft 
have  leave  to  lament :  that  all  thefe  evils  were  however  im- 
puted by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
to  another  fource  —  to  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fcaft 
•  Indies,  from  the  roifchiefs  of  which  they  had  ftepped  forth 
to  fave  the  country  —  a  language  moft  indecent  in  that  Hooie 
of  Commons,  which  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  the  public 
to  pafs  it  by  a  majority  of  above  an  hundred,  but  was  bow* 
ever  to  be  taken  to  be  deftruftive  and  dangerous,  notwith- 
standing that  authority,  becaufe  it  had  beendifapproved  by  a 
majority  of  eighteen  votes  in  the  Lords,  fomcof  whom  he  re- 
verenced as  confeiencious  and  independent  opinions;  but  the 
majority  of  which  fmall  majority  voted  upon   principles, 
which   the  forms  of  the  Houfe  would  not  permit  him  to 
allude  to,  farther  than  .to  fay,  that  individual  noblemen  were 
not  always  gentlemen.    That  the  whole  oppofition  on  the 
fcore  of  India  was  a  pretext,  the  oppofition  being  equally 
violent  before  it  was  brought  forward,  on  the  principles  of 
the  coalition  between  Mr.  Fox  and   Lord  North,  which 
Mr.  Erfkine  then  proceeded  to  defend  on  its  true  grounds; 
and  concluded  with  faying,  that  the  appeal  to  the  candour 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Fox,  to  wave  that  priority  which  he  was 
fairly  in  pofleffion  of  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Houfe, 
was,  he  perfuaded  himfelf,  impoffiblc  to  be  acceded  to;  be- 
caufe, though  liberality  and  good  humour  were  his  riling 
chara&eriftics  in  private  life,  he  wastenacioos,  and  joftly 
.  tenacious  when  in  a  public  ftation.    He  was  acting  as  the 
•  guardian 
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guardian  of  thofe  public  rights,  which  of  all  other  men  he 
was  the  moft  fitted  at  any  time,  but  particularly  in  fuch  a 
time  to  fupport  and  defend.  That  whether  England  fhould 
have  a  government  was  more  important  than  whether  India 
fhould  have  one,  and  that  therefore  he  fhoold  infift  on  pref- 
fing  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  to  the  pro- 
portion of  the  right  honourable  gentletaan,  which  would 
come  forward  without  the  loft  of  an  hour,  unlets  he  himfelf 
occaiioned  itt  delay,  by  difputing  the  neceffity  of  thofe  re- 
solutions, which  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  would  move  in  the 
Committee,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  public  and  the  existence 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Powys  afiured  the  Houfe  that  he  was  not  agitated  Mr.Powp. 
with  any  of  that  heat  or  violence  which  he  faw  but  too 
evidently  was  rifing  in  their  minds ;  he  lamented  that  it  was 
fo,  and  he  was  happy  that  he  was  abfept  at  the  time,  when 
the  bill  which  gave  occafion  to  all  this  heat  was  thrown  out. 
He  wiihed  it  had  been  thrown  out  by  that  Houfe  rather  than 
by  another  branch  of  the  legiflature,  but  he  rejoiced  that 
It  was  defeated,  for  it  was  charged  in  his  mind  with  great  , 
and  alarming  confcquences.  It  was  certainly  the  opinion  of 
every  man  that  a  bill  was  immediately  required  for  fettling 
the  government  of  the  Eaft' Indies,  and  as  the  right  honour*  > 

able  gentleman  had  (aid  he  was  ready  to  bring  in  his  bill,  - 
it  furely  ought  to  be  -their  immediate  denre  to  give  him  the 
opportunity.  He  called  not  for  concurrence  but  a  hearing. 
But  it  was  faid  the  Houfe  met  under  the  dread  of  a  difiblu* 
tion,  and  it  was  wiihed  that  in  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  nation  they  fhould  come  to  feme  refolution  to  guard 
themfelves  from  this  danger.  If  this  was  their  fear,  why  not  at 
once  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  diffolution  of  the  prefent 
Parliament?  Was  it  the  Minifter  to  which  they  obje&ed?  Why 
did  they  not  fay  for  They  ought  not  to  have  fufrcred  a  day  to 
pais  without  declaring  that  he  had  not  their  confidence. 
They  had  been  ftrangely  negligent  of  their  duty  not  to  have 
done  fo  before  the  recefs.  Was  it  that  they  believed  it  was 
importable  for  this  country  to  be  governed  well,  or  to  be  go- 
verned s*t  all  unlefs  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  Ix>rd 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  If  this  was  the  cafe, 
why  did  they  not  fay  fo  ?  A  fair,  diftinft  and  audible  ex- 
position of  their  defigos  would  he  better  than  proportions 
remote  and  equivocal.  The  fad  was  certain  —  That  the 
Houfe  was  pledged  to  the  difcuffioh  of  the  India  bufinefa: 
it  was  their  declaration  to  the  Throne,  that  they  would 

imrae- 
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ment.    It  had  been  denied  by  many  great  lawyers  that 
'   there  was  a  prerogative  oftthe  Crown  to  diflbive  the.  Par* 
Hament  during  a  feffion,  and  while  bufinefs  and.  petitions 
were  pending.    Of  this  however  he  was  certain,  that  there 
had  not  been  an  inflance  fince  the  Revolution,  of  any  fuch 
»•■*.-.:  ezercife  of  the  prerogative  if  it 'did  exlft.    Ainidft  all  the 
contentions  of  party  fince  that  glorious  period,  the  Parlia- 
ment tyad  never  been  difiblvtd  during  the  bufinefs  of  a 
ieffion.  In  the  rdgns  of  the  miferabic  family  of  the  Stuarts 
this  fort  of  violence  was  riot  uncommon.    Chariot  I.  had 
done  it ;  Charted  II.'  had  done  it  *  and  James  II.  had  deficit; 
and  it  wis  remembered—- he  hoped  engraven  on  the  minds 
of  Engliflimen™  that  When  this  violent  mfcaAtfe  was  lift 
perpetrated,  which  was  as:  he  fatd  by,  James' IL.  .lie  had  not 
been  allowed  to  meet  another.    He  diffirived  one  Parlia- 
ment in  the  middle  of  a  feffion,  and  it  put  a  period  to  his 
violations  of  the  Constitution:  andjto  his  reign.    Great  au- 
thorities, as  he  had  faid,  had  declared  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  Crown  did  not  poflefs  this  prerogative.   -Lord 
Somers,  for  inftanqe,  in  a?  pamphlet  which  ne  puMHhed, 
fciTerted  the  do&rine;   and  he  quoted  Lord  Somervbe- 
caufe  he  was  fetid  to  he  the  type  of  him  whp  new  held  the 
feals.    To  be  fure  there  were  points  in;  which  .die  idem* 
blance  was  peculiarly  (Inking.    In  fame. however it  failed, 
as  in  the  particular  of  his  fucceeding  to,  the  fcah  after  they 
had  been  held  by  a  jobbing  commiiSoru.    This  was  *a.im* 
putation  which  the  ranked*  enemies  *>f*th$  late  commifliOB- 
ers  could  not  alledge  agamft  them,  ***f*s  another  to  w&ich 
the  firft  commiflian  was  fubjed,  that  delay  had  been 'grie- 
vous to  the  fuitors*   This  was/an,  amptGtatKMl  which  wttld 
not  be  brought  agamft  the  late  CommiiBoners,  whofe  *e* 
rakrrity,   alacrity,  Judgment  and  fairftcfe,,  h*d-b$tft_  the 
lubje&  of  imiverfal  praife.    Whether  it'ntfght  *ofr*te af- 
fribed  to: others  more  pompoufly  held  forth  as  th«j  patterns 
of  Lord  Somers,  he  could  not  fay.    But  the  prefent  holder 
of  the  feals  was  like  this  great  charft&er,  for  Lord  Setters 
was  remarkable  for  the  affability,  the  mttdnefs,  the  ptfite- 
nefs  of  his  manners ;  he  was  all  gentfenef*  end  condefeea- 
fion;  *&ive  and  indefatigable  in  the  performance  <£  his 
duties;  burning  with  the  love  of  liberty,  and  erriwt  jh-thr 
caufe  of  the  people.    T  hefc  undoubtedly  were  the  -pecu- 
liar charadertftics  of  the  preftnft  holder  of  the  feel*?  vd 
he,  no  doubt,  imitating  the  gttmt  ttamptenf  huarchttype, 
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equally  inflamed  with  the  facred  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  would 
(land  up  and  declare,  that  it  was  not  confident  with  the  King's 
prerogative  to  diSblve  the  Parliament  during  the  fitting  of 
a  feflion.  Lord  Somers  fupported  this  opinion  on  the  a£fc 
of  King  Richard  II.  Mr.  Fox  faid  he  could  not  go  with 
him  that  length,  he  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  enter  on 
the  fubjeft,  but  'he  did  think  that  the  neceffity  mult  be 
great  indeed,  which  could  juftify  the  advifers  of  the  Crown 
in  a  meafure  fo  violent  and  alarming  as  that  at  the  beft 
mud  be. 

It  was  for  the  purpofe  of  moving  a  very  neceflary  and 
proper  refolution  to  guard  themfelves  againft  this  danger, 
that  he  was  anxious  to  go  into  the  Committee :  /but,  fays 
the  honourable  gentleman,  it  is  not  right  to  diflurb  Go- 
vernment; we  ought  not  to  have  oppofition,  "  dellrant 
reges,  plttluntur  Acbivi"  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  give 
the  political,  inflead  of  the  dire&  and  claflkal  meaning 
of  this  text  of  Horace,  he  fhould  fay  it  was  that  the  Mini- 
fters  of  the  King  go  mad,  and  the  people  fuffer  for  it. 
He  had  no  wifh  to  make  the  fituation  of  Minifters  unplea- 
fant  to  them;  but  he  defired  at  the  fame  time  that  their 
fituation  fhould  be  fecured.  He  denied  that  they  might 
go  into  the  Committee  to  make  it  impracticable  for  Mi- 
nifters to  diflblve  the  Parliament.  He  knew  that  this  had 
been  thrown  out  as  the  defign  of  Minifters,  to  intimidate 
the  Houfe,  that  they  meant  to  do  this.  How  had  their  im- 
plicit panegyrift  faid,  if  there  was  not  a  majority  they 
would  gq  down  again  to  the  people;  they  would  appeal  to 
the  people  5  and  they  ftood  better  with  the  people  than 
their  opponents  —  a  (lory  of  which  he  did  not  believe  one 
word.  He  fancied  that  this  meafure  might  depend  on  the 
iflue  of  the  queftion  of  that  day — he  believed  thW  if  Mini- 
fters found  the  Houfe  of  Commons  firm  in  their  integrity 
and  opinion  —  that  they  were  not  to  be  fhaken  by  any,  or 
by  all  the  temptations  which  were  held  out,  then  he  would 
be  bound  to  fay  there  would  be  no  difiblution,  for  they 
would  not  venture  to  meet  the  confequence  of  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  rendered  fo  vigorous  by  hojiefty  and  determina- 
tion :  but  if  they  found  them  waver,  if  they  found  them  ti- 
morous and  unfettled,  or  corrupt  and  tractable,  difpofitionjs 
which  he  did  not  believe  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  ever  be  found  in,  then  the  Parliament  would  be  dif- 
folved;  for  though  they  might, gain  a  particular  queftion,, 
they  would  not  think  themfelves  fufficiently  fortified  with; 
Vol.  XII.  Tit  out 
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Gut  a  difiblution  :  and  if  they  went  down  again  to  the  peo- 
ple, be  allured  the  Houfe,  they  would  depend* more  00  cer- 
tain  advantages  which  they  would  give  titan  in  certain  mar- 
ketable boroughs,  than  on  the  opinion  of  the  people. 

But  why  not  fufFer  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
move  for  his  bin  Aril,  and  go  into  the  Committee  00  the 
ffate  of  the  nation  afterwards  ?  for  the  cleareft  of  all  pof- 
iible  reafons.  Becaufe,  if  they  were  fuffcred  to  purfuc  this 
.  courfe,  they  feel  the  pulfe  of  the  Houfe,  and  finding  it 
is  difagreeable  to  them,  the  next  day  diflblve  the  Parlia- 
ment; whereas  by  going  into  the  Committee,  meafures 
might  be  taken  to  guard  againft  a  meafure  fo  inimical  to 
the  true  interefts  of  the  country. 

The  bill  to  be  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, if  he  might  argue  from  the  refolntions  and  ideas  thrown 
but  in  the  public   newfpapers,  was,  in  his  mind,  fubjeft 
to  infinitely  more  reprobation  than  the  bill  lately  thrown 
out.    It  arrogated  more  influence,  and  rt  was  an  influence 
more  dangerous  becaufe  lefs  open  and  avowed.    It  was  a  ft* 
cret,  in  oppofition  to  a  public,  refponiible  influence.   The 
bill  infringed  on  all  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Company, 
for  the  menaced  violation  of  which  they  had  been  fo  loudly 
cenfured.     It  gave  to  the  Minifters  all  the  patronage  of  hn 
fcheme,  but  it  perpetuated  the  abufes  which  his  bill  intended 
to  remove.     With  every  imputation  of  violence  it  had  not 
the  merit  of  efficacy,  for  it  went  to  the  eftabliflitnent  of  a 
diftrafied  Government,  the  dtfunion  of  which  would  be  its 
weaknefs.      It  followed  Mr.  Dundas's  bill  in  the  creation  of 
a  third  Secretary  of  State,  and  it  did  very  little  more  than 
renew  the  bill  of  1780.     It  pofleffed  all  that  was  objeded 
to  in  the  late  bill,  without  containing  any  of  that  matter 
which   was  commended.      It  was   to  give  an  addition  of 
patronage  without  energy,    and  of  government  without 
unity ;  it  was  importable,  in  his  mind,  that  the  Houfe  of 
'  Commons  could  agree  to  this  bill,  or  to  any  fuch  biH,  and 

he  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  them  to  believe  that  it  would 
ever  be  carried  into  efFefh 

It  was  faid  that  he  had  got  pofleflion  of  the  Houfe  by 
management,  and  that  it  was  unfair ;  he  conceived  it  to  be 
the  contrary.  This  day  was  appointed  for  going  into  the 
Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  in  order  to  pre- 
,  Trent  confufion,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be  made  merely 
what  it  had  been  called,  a  queftion  of  ftrength,  be  bad 

come  down  early  to  rfaovc  for  the  order  of  the  day,  that 

*  the 
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the  Houfe  might  come  regularly  to  a  queftion  which  he  in- 
tended to  move  in  the  Committee. 

"  Bat  if  the  prefent  Miniftcrs  were  difegreeable,  why 
not  move  for  their  difmiffion?"  He  did  not  think  this  was 
the  precife  way  ;  he  thought  it  was  more  advifeable  to  give 
the  'moft  decided  difapprobation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  they  came  into  place,  and  that  they  had  done.  They 
bad  declared  thefe  principles  to  be  unconditional,  and 
that  they  had  corne  in  on  terms  as  disgraceful  tp  themfelves, 
as  they  were  alarming  to  their  country*  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  rejoiced  in  his  abfence  before  the  recefg,  .and 
indeed  it  was  favourable  to  his  repofe  that  he  was  fo ;  for 
thinking  as  he  did  of  Minifters,  wlfhing  them  well,  and 
meaning  to  Support  them,  ijt  muft  have  been  ungrateful  to 
him  to  have  obferved  the  low  and  fharacful  means  by  which 
they  got  into  office ;  he  had  wiihed  that  the  late  bill  had 
been  thrown  out  by  any  other  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
this  was  really  ingenious  ;  he  never  heard  an  obfcurity  more 
oratorically  argued ;  but  it  was  this  to  which  he  in  particu- 
lar objeftcd  :  it  was  thrown  out  oftenfibly  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  ;  but  a&ually  by  the  fecret  influence  of  the  Crown.  It 
was  by  meansof  fecret  influence  unconftitutionally  exerted  that 
this  had  been  accomplished*  But  it  was  faid,  what  evidence 
have  you  of  this  befidcs  that  of  rumour  ?  To  this  he  would 
fay,  that  he  had  rumours  fo  ftrong,  fo  fubftantiated,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  withhold  credit  from  them.  In  every  cor* 
tier  they  met  one.  He  and  his  noble  friends  were  Minifters 
at  that  time,  and  they  had  no  authority  to  contradift  the 
rumour.  Thofe  men  who  were  the  authors,  or  given  as  the 
authors  of  the  rumourjywere  in  that  Houfe,  or  there  were 
perfons  nearly  conne&ed  with  them  there,  and  they  did  not 
-when  called  upon  come  forward  to  contradict  the  ftory. 
All  this  was  pretty  ftrong  evidence  that  the  rumour  was 
true.  But  to  be  fure  it  was  below  the  dignity  of  fome  men 
to  attend  to  rumours,  or  to  contr^dift  them  ;  yet  it  was  to 
be  remembered  that  the  Houfe  upon  that  rumour  had  ad~ 
drefted  the  Throne* 

"  But  it  was  no  new  thing  for  men  not  in  office  to  give 
his  Majcfty  advice.'*  Perhaps  not ;  but  it  was  a  new  thing  for 
men  having  given  fuch  advice  to  come  forward,  and  ufe  the 
Royal  name  to  influence  votes.  cC  Oh,  but  this  is  nothing, 
fay  they,  if  they  avow  their  advice,"  To  this  he  an- 
fwered,  that  it  was  fomething  very  material ;  for  when  any 
jnfeers  than  thofe  who  were  by  their  officcand  duty  refpon- 
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fible,  advifed  the  King ;  their  acknowledgment  deluded  on 
their  precarious  magnanimity,  a  dependence  which  theCon- 
{titution  would  not  refpeft. 

An  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  his  inordinate 
ambition.  He  confeffed  he  was  ambitious;  but  if  his  am- 
bition was  inordinate,  who,  after  a  pretty  long  parliamen- 
tary attention,  afpired  only  to  the  fecond  place,  what  ronft 
the  quality  of  the  prefent  Mirtifter's  ainbitton  be,  who  af- 
pired to  the  firft  place,  and  who  difdatned  fubordi  nation ) 

The  honourable  gentleman  rejoiced,  he  faid,  that  he  faw 
none  of  thofe  in  the  Cabinet  who  brought  on  the  American 
war.  He  fuppofed  he  meant  only  he  faw  none  of  thofe  in 
the  Houfe,  for  it  fo  happened,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  the  only  Minifter  in  that  Houfe,  and  he 
certainly  was  free  from  the  American  war ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  faid,  muft  fee  with  ftrange  eyes  indeed, 
ff  he  faw  no  members  in  the  prefent  Cabinet  who  contribu- 
ted to  the  lofs  of  America.  His  eyes  at  leaft  were  different, 
for  he  could  fee  feveraj  who  were  molt  deeply  involved 
in  it. 

But  the  honourable  gentleman  fllll  wifhes  for  more  coali- 
tions. It  had  always  been  his  idea  that  there  were,  in  cafes 
of  political  variance  and  objection,  but  two  means  to  be 
Jifed.  The  one  Wa,s,  in  cafe  of  delinquency,  to  inflid  public 
cenfure,  and  where  that  was  not  purfued,  public  oblivion. 
This  had  been  his  motive  in  coalescing  with  the  nobleLord; 
but  in  fo  doftig  he  had  loft  the  good  opinion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman ;  a  matter  very  dear  tp  "him.  He  had  .many  great 
Friends,  howevter,  who  agreeing  with  him  in  his  idea,  had 
their  fentiments  on  other  topics,  and  who  might  fay  to  him, 
**  What,  would  you  liften  to  the  invitation  of  this  honourable 
gentleman,  and  coalefce  with  men  who  fupport  Secret  Influ- 
ence? Would  you  coalefce  with  men  who  difdain  toftand  on 
the  influence  of  good  opinion,  on  the  fentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple, on  the  confidence  of  Parliament?  Would  you  forget  all 
the  do&rines  in  which  you  have  been  bred  ?  Will  you  creep 
into  office  by  the  Back  Stairs,  which  you  fo  loudly,  and,  as 
we  think,  (q  juftly  reprobate?  or  to  take  thefe  men  with 
whom  you  are  invited  to  join,  even  on  their  beft  plea; 
•  Would  you  make  part  of  an  Adminiftration  which  ftand*  on 
ihe  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  preference  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 
You  who  have  conftantly  reprobated  the  principle  of  Secret 
Influence;  you  Who  have  always  declared  that  you  could  only 
pay  refpe&  or  take  a  fliare  v»  that  government  which  flowed 
from  the  opinion  of  the  many,  and  not  from  the  perfonal  fo- 


A-  1784.  DEBATES..  509 

vour  of  the  adviftng  few ;  would  you  fo  far  forget  the  habits 
in  which  yo*  have  been  bred,  as  at  laft  to  coalefce  with  thofe 
who  have  become  the  inftruments  of  this  accurfed,  abhorred 
Secret  Influence?  We  cannot  believe  you  to  be  capable  of 
fuch  atrocious  apoftacy  from  all  principle."  This  he  imagined 
would  be  their  language,  and  he  thought,  though  he  might 
not  go  fo  far  himfelf,,  they  would  be  pertedkly  justified  in  thii 
addrefs  to  him. 

He  was  one  .of  thofe  who  imagined  that  nothing  was  fo  in- 
jurious as  that  men  fhould  conceive  perpetual  enmities  to 
one  another,  becaufe  they  had  been  hoftile  in  debate.  This 
he  knew  was  the  principle  propagated  by  the  Secret  Advifers 
of  the  Crown,  becaufe  there  Was  nothing  which  they  hated 
fo  much  as  confidence  and  connexion.  To  deftroy  connec- 
tion, and  to  prevent  it ;  to  feparate  thofe  who  were  joined, 
and  to  keep  thofe  afunder  who  had  accidentally  differed,  was 
their  great  objeft ;  for  it  was  only  by  dividing  men  that  they 
could  expeft  to  prevail. 

But,  fays  the  honourable  gentleman,  the  Minlfter  is  not 
inordinately  ambitious;  for  laft  year,  in  lefs  embarraffing  cir- 
cumstances than  the  prefent,  he  Tefufed  to  become  the  Mi- 
nifter. It  was  difficult  to  fay  why,  having  refufed  laft  yeai* 
he  had  accepted  of  a  worfe  thing  this.  It  could  only  be  re- 
conciled on  the  principle,  that  a  man  having  refufed  a  good 
thing,  felt  fuch  rfegret  that  he  dafted  into  the  firft  bad  thing 
that  offered.  Perhaps  he  refufed  to  come  in  laft  year,  be- 
caufe then  the  principle  would  have  been  equivocal.  He  came 
in  now,  becaufe  in  doing  fo  he  published  a  manifefto  expoiing 
the  principles  on  which  he  afted. 

"  It  was  a  trial  of  flrength."  It  was  no  trial  of  ftrength 
between  the  prefent  Minifters  and  thofe  on  his  fide  of  thfe 
Houfe.  If  it  was  a  trial  of  ftrength,  it  was  whether  this 
country  was  in  future  to  be  governed  by  a  Miniftry  fupport- 
ed  by  that  Houfe,  or  by  the  Secret  Advifers  of  the  Crown? 
This  was  the  queftion  at  iflue,  and  he  trufted  it  would  be 
very  foon  decided. 

In  regard  to  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  if  from  the 
little  that  he  had  read  he  might  be  allowed  to  ftate  an  opi- 
nion, thofe  who  had  read  more,  and  fpent  their  lives  better, 
might  be  able  to  correft  him ;  but  it  was  his  idea,  that  the 
rignts  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  Parliament, 
were  not  dways  to  be  exercifed,  merely  becaufe  they  were 
rights.  For  inftance,  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  refufe  fupplies  to  the  Crown,  and  nobody  would 
difpute  it  j  but  it  was  like  many  of  the  prerogatives  of  *he 
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Crown,  a  privilege  which  could  not  be,  put  intq  pra&ice 
without  much  confufion ;  for  who  was  to  fuller?  Thefup- 
plies  were  granted  to  the  King  firft  undoubtedly;  but  they 
came  to  the  people  at  laft,  and  "they  rouft  fuffer  if  they  did 
not  come.  It  was  fo  with  the  prerogative  of  diflblving  the 
Parliament  during  a  feffion  ;  it  was  (o  with  the  right  of  the 
Crown  to  appoint  Minifters  not  poflefling  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  The  theory  of  our  Conftitutiou  confifted  in 
checks,  in  oppositions;  in  one  part  of  our  Legiflature  bearing 
up  againft  and  controlling  another ;  but  it  was  the  prafiice 
of  good  men  to  moderate  the  temper  of  the  Conflitutioo, 
and  in  this  practice  a  happy  medium  had  been  hit  on  at  the 
klefled  aera  of  the  Revolution,  temperate  and  accommodating, 
the  good  efie&s  of  which  we  had  experienced  for  near  a  cen- 
tury ;  this  was  the  road  which  many  men,  now  in  the  oppo- 
site, fide  of  the  Houfe  to  him,  had  fet  out  in.  He  recalled  to 
their  memory  the  cafe  of  Lord  Carteret  and  Mr.  Pelham, 
where  the  firft,  a  man  of  more  ability  than  the  laft,  was  (up- 
ported  by  the  Secret  Advifers  of  the  Crown  ;  but  the  Com- 
mons* properly  addrefied  the  Crown  to  ftate  that,  he  only 
could  be  a  Minifter  with  eStSt  who  had  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Would  the  Earl  of  Chatham  have  been  brought  into 
the  clofet  of  the  King  ?  Would  he  have  meanly  condescended 
to  joki  with  Secret  Advifers,  and  have  been  made  the  dupe  of 
a  wretched  junto?  How  was  he  treated  by  that  junto?  The 
moment  he  became  formidable  be  was  attacked  ;  but,  by  his 
manly  determination,  he  overcame  the  Secret  Influence,  and 
the  King  lived  to  rejoice  that  he  had  conquered  his  preju- 
dices. When  it  depended  on  Secret  Influence,  the  govern- 
ment never  could  be  lafting,  for  it  was  the  nature  of  jealoafy 
to  be  capricious.  One  would  imagine  that  one  could  not  be 
jealous  of  that  perfon  whom  we  ought  only  to  defpife;  and 
men  would  think,  that  on  this  principle  the  prefent  cabinet 
would  be  fafe,  for  it  was  compofed  of  men  who  were  io  ge- 
neral of  that  defcription  which  folly  itfelf  could  not  be  jea- 
lous of;  but  even  they  would  not  efcape;  by  and  by  they 
would  be  fufpe&ed  in  their  turn,  and  whenever  they  were 
-eftablifhed  they  would  be  dethroned.  But  the  prefent  Mi* 
nifter  and  his  runners,  boa  (led  that  he'  had  the  complete 
power,  and  was  enabled  to  offer  Peerages  and  every  tiling 
which  the.  Crown  was  ent  tufted  by  the  Con  ft  i  tut  ion  to  be- 
ftow.  Why  had  not  we  the  favour^  fays  he?  Becaufe  we  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    Why  haye'the  prefent  Minifters  got  it  ?  Becaufe  they 

do  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  this  Houie.    Would  any  man 

believe, 
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believe,  that  the  Earl  of  Chatham  was  perfonallydifagreeable? 
Surely  not,  it  was  becaufe  he  had  the  good  opinion  of  his 
country.    They  now  paid  his  fon  a  bad  compliment,  for  they  , 
took  him  up  becaufe  they  believed  him  to  be  unfupported. 
By  and  by  he  hoped  he  would  become  as  juft  an  object  of 
jealoufy  as  his  great  father  was,  and  he  trufted  he  would  then 
a&  as  he  did.    Party  was  vulgarly  faid  to  be  the  madnefs  of 
many  to  the  advantage  of  a  few ;  but  this  was  the  advantage 
of  it,  that  it  gave  {lability  to  fyftem,  and  therefore  he  had 
always  been  a  party  man.    The  Secret  Advifers  hate  parties, 
not  leaders.    The  queftion  was  not  who  ihall  be  the  leader, 
but  on  what  principles  they  lhall  lead.    It  was  a  queftion 
therefore  that  differed  from  all  other  party  queftkms ;  for  it 
was  a  queftion  of  all  parties  agarnft  thefe  Secret  Advifers — 
between  the  Houfe  and  a  dark  junto.    He  railed  on  them 
therefore  to  go  into  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
that  thev  might  prevent  theif  diflblution ;  that  they  might 
not  let  tne  fears  of  death  perplex  their  fancy ;  and  when  they 
had  come  to  a  refolution  which  would  effeduate  this,  they 
might  then  enter  on  the  India  bill  with  fecurity  and  fpirit. — 
"  But  nothing  had  yet  happened  to  make  the  diflblution  of 
the  Parliament  neceflary."     No!    What  did  that  fignify? 
What  but  that  fomething  might  happen,  which  might  render 
it  neceflary.     Let  us,  fays  Mr.  Fox,  go  into  the  committee 
and  render  it  impoffible.    Let  us  pr.eferve  the  beauty  of  our 
conftitution ;  of  that  happy  prafticable  equilibrium  which  has        \ 
all  the  efficacy  of  monarchy,  and  all  the  liberty  of  repub- 
licanifm,  moderating  the  delpotifm  of  the  one,  and  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  other ;  that  which  was  in  theory  proved  to 
be  fallacious,  but  which  has  been  fince  the  Revolution,  (0 
pure  as  well  as  fo  efie&ual.    This  was  his  objedt,  and  he 
called  upon  the  Houfe  to  accompany  him  to  the  Committee. 

Lord  Mulgravt  fppke  next.     The  allufion  made  by  the  Lord  Mut- 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  an  expreflion  which  had  fallen  srave« 
from  him  on  a  former  occafion,  made  it  neceflary  he  /hould 
explain  himfelf.    It  was  true  he  had  ufed  the  words  "  jobbing 
commiffion ;" .  but  it  was  to  the  commiflion  itfelf,  not  to  the 
Commiflioners,  that  he  applied  the  expreffion.     He  meant      *       % 
nothing  difrefpedful  to  them.    They  might  have  afted  fairly 
and  honourably  in  their  fituation  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
the  moft  acceptable  compliment  in  the  world,  that  three  men 
had  been  able  to  difpatch  more  bufinefs  than  one.     (Mr.  Fox 
whifpered  acrofs  the  Houfe,  that  this  was  an  argument  in 
favour  of  a  Commiflion,  and  again  ft  a  Chancellor.)     He*  had 
heard  a  great  deal  about  Secret  Influence,  but  the  fuhjeft  was 
1  not 
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not  new ;  for  he  bad  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
for  many  years  together  charge  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribband  with  being  the  tool  of  Secret  Influence,  though  his 
i\oble  friend  had  constantly  difclaimed  it.  He  made  no  doubt, 
therefore,  that  the  charge  was  not  better  founded  when 
brought  againft  the  prefent  Minifter,  than  when  it  was 
brought  againfl  the  noble  Lord,  who,  during  twelve  years 
that  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  affairs,  had  never  feen  any 
thing  of  this  Secret  Influence 
.Mr.  Pulte-  Mr.  Pulieney  thought  this  was  not  a  time  far  mincing 
ney*  matters.     Gentlemen  ought  to  fpeak  out,  and,  for  his  part, 

he  wa$  determined  to  do  fo ;  he  would  not,  therefore,  befi- 
.  tate  to  fay,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  tjiat  whenever  it  wasfuf- 
v  pe&ed  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  fpeak  the  language  of 

the  people,  it  ought  to  be  diflblved  :  That  fufpicion  was 
flrongly  entertained  at  prefent,  as  the  Houfe  had  pafled  a  bill 
which  the  nation  at  large  had  reprobated  ;  and  the  more  refo- 
lutions  they  fliould  enter  into  in  order  to  prevent  their  diflb- 
lution,  ought,  in  his  mind,  to  accelerate  their  political  death. 
After  all  that  had  been  faid  about  Secret  Influence,  he  did  not 
fee  the  bad  con  Sequences  that  could  flow  from  it,  if  it  even 
exifted  ;  for  as  all  the  meafures  that  ihould  be  advifed  by  it, 
mull  be  carried  into  effeft  by  efficient  Ministers,  they  muft 
be  the  meaneft  of  men,  if  they  Should  {loop  to  meafures  not 
their  own ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  he  muft  be  a  daftardly 
Mini  Her  indeed,  who  finding  a  Parliament  adverfe  to  mea- 
fures which  the  nation  approved,  would  hefitate  to  advife  its 
.     dillblution.     Did  any  man  doubt  that  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
might  fpeak  a  different  language  from  that  of  a  nation  at 
large?  The  fupport  which  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband 
had  met  with  in  the  Commons,  contrary  to  the  wiQies  of  the 
nation  in  profecuting  the  American  war,  would  fooo  remove 
fuch  a  doubt.    He  would  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the  late 
,     *■  Minifler  formed  a  blockade  round  the  facred  Majefty  of  Eng- 
land, and  ft  rove  to  ilrip  him  of  every  thing  fave  the  empty 
pageantry  of  a  King. 
Id.  North.      Lord  North  faid,  that  the  apprehenfions  which  had  been 
entertained  of  a  diflblution  of  Parliament,  and  which  had 
been  treated  as-chimerical,  appeared  now  to  be  but  too  well 
grounded,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  faid  not  only  that  it 
might,  but  that  it  ought  to  take  place;  and  therefore  the 
Houfe  would  be  now  extremely  well  founded  in  proceeding 
to  take  fuch  fteps  as  might  preferve  their  own  exifteoce,  ib  ne- 
ceflary  at  this  moment  of  confufion  and  difficulty,  and  which 
was  much  moje  fo  to  the  nation  than  to  themfelves.    He 
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confeHed  that  bis  fears  of  i  diflblution  had  considerably  fob* 
fided,  when  he  heard  the  anfwer  from  his  Majefty  to  the  adV 
drefs  of  the  Houfe ;  for  it  did  not  ilrike  him,  that  it  boqnA 
the  King  only  to  fufler  the  Parliament  to  meet  again  t  In  that 
cafe  he  would  havp  faid,  that  he  would  not  .prevent  their 
meeting ;  but  the  words  u  interrupt  y6ur  meeting^  clearly 
fiiewed,  that  he  meant  to  let  them  proceed  to  bufinefs.  But 
his  opinion  had  confiderably  changed ;  for  now  he  found  the 
friends  of  the  Miniftcr  go  fo  far,  and  fpeak  fo  plain,  as  fto 
aflert  the  neceflity  of  a  diflblution.  Their  a&ioris,  indeed; 
fpoke  as  plainly  as  their  words ;  for  they  were  travelling  to 
the  d liferent  extremities  of  the  nation,  almoft  from  the  Ultima 
Tbute  to  the  Artie  Poie9  canvaffing  for  votes.  With  jefpett 
to  the  Secret  Influence  tinder  which  he  had  been  fuppofed  for* 
Ineriy  to  have  a&ed,  he  had  often  faid,  and  he  would  now 
repeat  it,  that  he  never  felt  it  during  the  twelve  years  he  had 
been  in  office.  He  never  found  any  oppofition  about  the 
Court  to  the  meafures  that  he  purfued ;  but  it  By  no  meani 
followed  from  this*  that  no  fuch  influence  did  really  exift $ 
for  if  he  dk)  not  find  his  meafures  thwarted,  it  might  have 
been  becanfe  they  were  reliflied  by  the  Secret  Advifers. 
There  might  have  been  a  mine  under  his  houfe,  and  though 
it  was  not  blown  up  for  twelve  years,  it  was  no  proof  that 
the  mine  was  not  there.  It  was  no  wonder  that  not  know- 
ing there  was  fuch  a  mine,  he  continued  to  dwell  in  the  houfe ; 
but  he  mu£  be  a  madmait  indeed,  who,  With  bis  eyes  open, 
tvoold*  build  his  houfe  upon  a  mine,  as  his  enemy  might  blow 
him  up  whenever  he  found  himfdf  difpofed  to  do  it.  Secret 
Influences  which  might  formerly  haVebeen  prbbematical,  was 
now  openly  avowed.  A  Peer  of  Parliament  had  given  Secret 
Advice,  and  gloried  in  it  He  would  riojt  fay,  that  a  Peer, 
br  a  Privy  Counsellors  had  not  a  right  to  advjfe  the  Crown  ;. 
but  he- would  contend,  that  the  moment  hfc  gave  fuch  advice, 
lie  ought  to  take  the  Seals,  and  become  a  Minifter,  that  ad* 
trice  and  ntyonfibility  might  go  hand  in  hand.  The  pmro* 
gati vie  of  tbe  Crown  to  difiblve  Parliaments  was  uijqueftion* 
able*  but  prerogative  could  receive  efficacy  only  from  tb? 
jfop|5ort  tad  confidence  of  Parliament }  without  thefe  it  would 
be  a  fcarecrow  prerogative,  and  without  thetii  the  King  would 
be  tiobody ;  but  when  the  prerogative  was  fupported  by  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  it  made  the  King  fomebody  j  it 
ftnade  him  die  greateft  Prince  in  the  world;  and  whoever 
would  attempt  to  make  him  great  without  the  (upport  o£ 
Parliament  and  his  people,  would  only  deceive  his  Majefty, 
apd  dttyppint  ftettfelvfs-  The  honourable  geatleman  [Mr. 
V©t,  XlL  Outt  Puhney] 
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Pulteney]  fays,  that  we  wifh  to  blockade  the  Throne,  and 
render' the  King  of  Great  Britain  nobody,  and  to  diveflhim 
of  every,  prerogative,  fave  the  empty  pageantry  -of  royalty. 
We  want  to  do  no  fuch  thing,  fays  the  noble  Lprd,  and 
whoever  thus  wantonly  and  grofllymifreprefents  our-princi* 
pies  and  motives  of  condu&,  only  expofes  his  own  to  their 
juft  contempt  and  ridicule,  who  know  us  better.  Let  thofe 
who  infult  the  confidence  of  Parliament  and  the  public,  by 
oppofi ng  the  Sovereign's  inclinations  to  theirs;  wbofe  gpwnv 
ment,  being  the  monfter  of  Secret  Influence,  is  unknown  to 
the  Conilitution,  whofe  ftrongeft  arguments  in  favour  of  this 
prepoderous  and  deteftable  influence  is  the  trite  and  pitiful 
fcarecrow  of  prerogative,  anfwer  to  the  people  for  rendering 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  nobody.  We  only  with  to  it- 
cover  his  dignity,  and  to  refcue  him  from  the  miftnanage- 
ment  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  bafely  and  inglorioufiy  ledrced 
him.  By  reftoring  the  public  tranquillity,  and  giving  a  fab- 
ftantial  permanency  ta  Government,  by  re-eftabWhmg  the 
independence*  of  Parliament,  and  harmonizing  the  fevenl 
branches  of  the'  Legiflature,  by.  reviving  the  fpirit  of  the 
Conftitution;  and  bringing  back  every  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  to  an  open,  a  refpdnfible  and  an  honourable  exer- 
tion, our  only  real  and  .oftenfxble  obje&  is  to  make  ourmif- 
ter  fomebody.  '-*'/.  ,    'k    .     ..'■ 

Af r.  H.  Mr.  H.  Dundas  wondered  that  the  noble  Lord  was  not 

able  to  fpeak  more  decidedly  with  refpe&  to  the  exiftenceof 
a  fecret  influence;  it  was  a  wonder  he  could  live  twelve 
years  over  the  mine  without  once  feeing  or  fmelling  it  out 
The  noble.  Lord  was  called  the  a&ive  and  paffive  inftrn- 
ment'  of  that  formidable  fecret  influence,  of  the  exifteoce 
of  which  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  able  to  give  the  beft 
evidence  oi  any.  onan  in  the  world,  and  he  could  notgue 
the  ieaft  account,  of  it :  well  therefore  might  it  be  treated  oj 
a  bugbear.  The  noble  Lord  had  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  prove  proportions  fo  evidently  true,  that  no  man 
could  difpute  them :  the  King  without  the  fupport  of  his 
people  was  nobody  *,  with  it  he  was  a  great  Prince;  bat 
where  was  the  ground  to  fuppofe  that  in  the.  late  changes 
the  King  had  not  the  countenance  of  his  people.  Head* 
yifed  the  noble  Lord,  however,  not  to  ufe  oat  of  the  way 
expreflions,  which  might  be  remembered  to  his  difadvaotage, 
when  the  circumftances  with  which  they  were  coupled,  and 
would  juftify  them,  might  be  forgotten*  Of  tbis  kind  was 
the  expreflion  of  fcarce-crow  prerogative.  A  learned  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Lee)  was  greatly  imfccprefentod  in  public  by 
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being  charged  with  having  faid  abftra&edly,  that  a  charter 
was  but  a  piece  of  parchment,  with  a  piece  of  wax  dangling 
to  it.  He  made  ufe  of  thefe  words  m  a  fenfe  that  was  per- 
fe&ly  true;* but  thefe  words  alone  were- remembered,  and 
had  giveri  rife  to  fome  prints  and  much  fatire,  and  particu- 
larly a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Bofwell)  in  a  public  letter  had 
afked,  "  What  wa$  the  great  ))arm  of  hanging  an  Attorney 
General;  an  hanged  Attorney  General  was  only  a  carcaie 
dangHngat  the  end  of  a  rope." 

*  ?Mr.  Dundas  faid  he  knew  nothing  of  the  refolution  of 
addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to  his  Majefty  againft  a  diflblution  of 
Parliament,  till  a  paper  was  circulated  againft  him,  with  a 
riew;  no  doubt,  to  impede  his  election.  This  paper  ftated, 
that  an  immediate  diflblution  was  now  inevitable,  and  that 
the  freeholder*  of  the  county  he  reprefented  ought  to  with- 
hold their  WW*,  as  one  much  more  worthy  than  him  would 
at  the  general  deflion  become  a  candidate.  He  foon  under  - 
flood  Whence  thefe  kind  hints  originated.  He  gave  them  no 
4nfw6r  whatever ;  they  deferved  Jiis  contempt,  and  they  had 
rt,  Rut  this  anecdote  was  a  proof  in  point,  that  every  fpe-  • 
eies  of  fecrtt  influence  was  not  confined  to  his  Majefty's 
MinifterS;  nor  even  to  the  clofet  advifersas  they  were  called, 
fcut  that  even  thofe  who  raifed  the  greatest  clamour  againft 
whatever  could  bias*  the  intnds  of  the  electors,  could,  to 
promote  their  own  fa&ioys  and  afpiring  ambition,  defcend  to 
the- farte  arts/  ' 

-  General  Cbwwjy  was' aftoniflied  at  the  new  doftrine  that  C«n.C«i- 
he  had  this  day  heard  from  a  new  Minifter,  "  That  he  held  wiJ* 
ft  his  "dutf  not  to  riiake  comments,  or  give  verbal  explana- 
tion* of  an  anfwer  given  by  his  Majefty  to  that  Houfe/' 
Hitherto  he  underftood  that  every  fpeech  and  anfwer  from 
the  Throne  was  to  be  lonfidered  as  coming  from  the  Minif- 
ter; but  he  waft  this  d4y  taught  by  a  new  Minifter,  that  all 
former  opinions  oti  this  head  were  unconftitutional.  Thofe^ 
who  were  advocates  for  the  abfolute  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  in  calling  and  diflblving  Parliaments,  unchecked  by 
difcretion,  ought  to  look  back  to  the  hiftory  of  this  coun- 
try. Chares  1.  ufed  to  diflblve  Parliaments  at  his  pleafure, 
as  did  alfo  Charles  IL  The  unfortunate  James  IT.  trod  in 
their  footftfeps ;  but  theie  diflblutions  cod  the  firft  his  bead, 
and  the  laft  his  kingdom.  He  then  drew  a  contraft  between 
the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  his  fon,  the  prefent  Minifter  :  the 
former  quitted  his  office  becaufe  he  found  about  the  Throne 
fomething  greater  than  the  King  himfelf ;  while  the  latter 
was  avowedly  introduced  .into  the  Cabinet  by  .that  very 
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f*metfnng  ^h|ch  h^4  driven  his  ciohte  father  frpw  it.  The 
Wording  of  the  King's  anfwq-,  which  the  Minifter  refufcdio 
explain,  was  ohfcuTe ,  why  could  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  come/or ward,  and  declare  ojpenly  **nd  unquivo* 
cally,  that  the  Parliament  was,  or  was  not  he  diflc^vedi 
This  was  a  point  on  which  the  Wqufe  had  a  fight  ti  call  for 
an  explanation. 

The  afpe&  of  things*  &ys  he,  in  this  country,  at  puefcot 
does  ftrike  me  as  not  a  little  problematical  and  portentous. 
A  Miaiftry  forced  upon  this  Hqufe  *g&jn#  .tltfur  cqofeot, 
Submitting  to  fituations  which  moil  load  'them  with  con- 
tempt, and  evidently  meditating  a  diftblution  of  Parliament, 
jn  circumftances  of  the  moil  alarming  native,  are  obje&s 
tyhich  it  is  impoffible  to  contemplate  without  rhorror  and 
,  aftoniihment.  And  what  is  it  we  pofl^fs  to  alleviate  this 
Uncommon  preflu.re?  or,  in  the  midft  of /o  niucb  obfourity 
and  fufpence,  affords  the  leaft  glimmefiiig  qf  .tipper  The 
fpirit  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the : people. alone,fi*&qu  to  rife 
with  the  dangers,  which  threaten  their  tprivilege«.  It  *s  now 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  aufivecs  |hqeod  of  i|t-iifftito- 
tion,  and  proves;  not  in  (peculation  >b*t  in  .i»ra#ioe,  4be 
glorious, palladium  of  our  rights,  ^or  is  thjs4fce  fi*ft  'time 
(hat  the  people  *nd  conftitution  ^of  (England  «bw»P  ippod  a 
JTafe  and  permanent  afyUim  in  the^agaanimit/y  gad  ffUrietifa 
of  the  Commons. 
Mr.  Chan*  »  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe,  and  replied  to.*  -wimoF 
ceiior  Pict.  ^^j^g  ^^  haj  neen  urgfj ,  ftgain/l » him  in  She  cflaurfc  of 

$he  debate,  •  as  well  on  theiground  of'  ftecet  ■  UtfuttHp*  *qi  «*t 

.the  principles  on  which  he  had  <eoroe  fflto<A49»imibatJDa. 

«Hededared  he  came  up  no  hack  Aairs;.that  ^yhgn-JhoiPist 

fent  for  by  hi*  Sovereign  to «khow  whether  he  wou4d,a0cqpt 

of  office,  he  neceflarily  went. fo  the  Rqyal .Clofct ;  Aat Jbe 

'knew  of  no  fecret  influence,  and  ,tkat  his,  awo  iot^ruy 

would  be  his  ^guardian  again  ft  t^aV  dagger;,  feat,  the,  Hk#fc 

might  reft  attured1  whenever  he  d^cowed  4ny,*he  wgold 

hot  ftay  a  hiomentv  |o*rger  in  «fice.     He  t  would  rtwther 

.have  the -meannefs  to  aft  upon  the  advice  af-aibeps,  ncnfthe 

rhyppcrify  to  pretend,  -when i  the  mea&res  of  an  ^drainiita- 

tion  in  -which  jhe  had  a  {hare  were  Manfred, .  tbafc the j  arete 

meafures  not  of  his  advifing. k  tf  anyfor«»er-Miaifler*todc 

jthefe  charges  to  themfe}ve?,  to  them' be  the,  fling.   *  little 

•ffid  I  think,  fays  he,  t6  be  ever  changed  to  this  Haufo  wfch 

being  the  tool  and  abettor  of  fee* et  influence.    The  n— thy 

of  the  imputation  only  >' renders  at  fo;t»ucb  the  *nore~.<on~ 

f-femntahle. 
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ternptible.  This  b  the  only  anfwer  I  ifcajl  ,eyer  deign  tp 
make  on  the  fubjedt,  and  I  wijh  the  Hpufe  tQ  bear  it  in. 
their  mind,  and  judge  pf  my  future  conduct  by  my  prefect 
declaration :  The  mtegrity  of  my  own  heart,  and  the 
probity  of  all  my  public,  as  well  as  my  private  principles, 
fhall  always  be  my  fources  of  action.  I  will  never ,conde- 
fcend  to  be  the  inftrument  of  any  fecret  advifers  whatever 
nor  in  one  inftance,  while  I  have  the  honour  to  ad  as 
Minifter  of  the  Crown  in  this  Houfe,  will  I  be  refponfible 
for  ru6afur.es  ,not  my  own,  or  at  leaft  in  which  my  heart  and 
judgment  do  not  cordially  acquiefce.  With  regard  to 
the  queftions  put  to  him,  as  to  the  diflblution,  it  did 
not  become  him  to  comment  on  the  words  of  a  moll  gra- 
cious anfwer  of  the  Sovereign  delivered  from  the  throne; 
neither  wonld  he  prefume  to  compromife  the  Royal  pre- 
rogative, or  bargain  it  away  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
fWhen  his  honourable  friencf,  in  whofe  hands  he  confe- 
deral his  honour  to  be  as  fafe  as  in  his  own,  before  the 
recefs,  in  his  name,  .and  by  his  authority  pledged  him- 
felf  to  the  jHpufe;  that  -he  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  not  alvrfe 
a  diflblution,  foch  at  that  time  had  been1  hi*  real  fentiment ; 
he 'could  not  at  prefent  fay  more,  but  he  hoped  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  Houfe  would  now  confent  to  receive  and  go  into 
%he*'corifider&tion  of  ;hrs  India  bill. 

^LqtA  Nirtb  rofe.andwafirmty  replied  to  Mr.  Pitt's  attack  W.  Nouh. 
upon  'him,  which  he  declared  was  the  moil  grofs  and  fcan- 
ifaldusJhe'had^ever  heard  in 'Parliament.  He -flatly  and -ex- 
plicit ydenied^  the  charge  of  af&mg  either  roeaitfy  or  hypo- 
Jcrtfically  onfcny  ocgrfon  whatever.  His  Lordfliip  explained 
ibis  «o6ntki<ft,  and  'having  cleared  himfelf,  defired  to  give 
abadk'the  'terms  meanneis  and  hypocrify,  -to  the  right  ho- 
xnburable  gentleman.;  they  might  belong  to  [him,  he  would 
iha«e  nothing  «  to  Ao  -wth  *  iuch  epithets. 

4    fljonj  <Ji£m<C*vemii/k  «i* 4hort  (peeqh,  iJameiKed  that-the  £•'<  J<** 
prerogative^  ^ he < Crown  fhould  Jme> been- of  late  fo  often  taUndifll* 
.mentioned.     He  faid,  >he  had  heard  .it  more  'frequently 
.fcrithiri'thofe  .walls  during  the  lail  ten  months,  -than,  the 
%jpnecoding  .'thirty  years.  ' 

-Mr.i&ridah  attacked  Mr.  Pitt  in  terms  .of  gi  eat  fev^rity.  Mr.  Shen. 
fHfl  Gutiif  the  right  honourable  gentleman  appliecfchard  words  dan- 
- to  ,-Othci<  gentlemen,  fee  fhould  take  tfce  liberty  of  attacking 
ihim with  the  fame* weapons.    /J?he  rightJionourable  gentle*  . 
zman  rba4  behaved  that  day  .not  only  with  the  iUtmtffthy- 
^pocrify  land  raeannefs,  bur  had  held  the*  moft  isfulting  Ian* 
cuage  and  the  moft  unconftitutional  he  had  ever  heard. 
,^Ic  reminded  the  Houfe  of  Mr,  Banks's  words  before  the 

recefs, 
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recefs,  when  he  bad  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  ashede- 
elated,  by  the  authbrit^  of  the  light  honourably  gentleman, 
that  there  (hould  be  no  diflblution  nor  probation  of  Par- 
liament,   and  had  faid,'  his  right  honourable' frietld"  not 
only  would  not   himfelf    advife  any  fuch    meafuje,.  but 
would  hold  himfelf  bound  to  quit' his  office  if  any  fuchmea- 
fure  was  adopted  by,  his  colleagues.4   Mr.   Sheridan  re- 
minded the  ,Houfe  alfo,  that  Mr.  Banks  had  ^le fired  to  be 
furnifticd  with  ftronger  language  to,  exprefs'what  tie  faid 
to'  the  'Houfe,  if  the  Houfe  were   not  fatis6ed  with  his 
words.     Mr.  Sheridan  alfo  attacked  Mr.  X)undas  witbeon- 
fiderable  poignancy,,  wit,  and  humour^  .After  anfweringthe 
•        ferious  parts  of  his  argument,  he  touched  upon  the  pica- 
fant  points  in  his  fpecch,  and  faid  it  was  fo  unufuaffor  the 
learned  gentleman  to  indulge  himfelf  in  merriment,  that 
he  prefumed  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  arts  prauifed 
to  corrupt  the  majority  during  the  rqcefs  had5  given  him  a 
new  flow  of  fpirtsr  aiid  encouraged^  him  to  think  be  flwuld 
keep  his  place..    The  learned  gentleman,  fecmed  tp  be  in 
better  humour,  with,  newfpapers  tliau  ufual ;  his  fpeech  he 
faid,  might  fairly  be  deemed  hints  for   paragraphs  and 
iketches  for  prints.    He  did  not  doubt  but  his  hint  was 
already  taken,  and  that  the  ne$t  ;ir^rning,  they  would  fee 
the. print  he  had  recommended :  be  hoped,  however  they 
would  be  favoured  with  a  companion,  and,  that,  another 
figure,  a  ftriking  likenefs  of  the  Earned  gentleman  would 
be  engraved,  with  a  fcroll  put, of  bis,  mouth,  on  which 
(hould  be  written  "  appeal  fo  the  people*91     Another  print 
might  alfo  contain  a  firpilar  figure,  and  underneath  might 
be  wrote  "  an  advocate  for  chartered  rights,"  which  might 
be  (ymbolieally  yxpreffed  by  his  holding  his  own  India  bill 
in  his  hand.     After  diverting  the. Houfe  cxceffivcly with 
tbefe  arid  other  laughable  ideas,  Mr.  Sheridan  returned  to 
ferioufnefs,  and  read  a  pafiage  from  the  Journals  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  to  (hew  that  fecret  influence  then  pre* 
vailed,  and  what  was  not  a  little  remarkable,  he  faid,  was, 
the  agent's  name  was  Temple,  but  he  happened  to  be  only 
in  progrefs  to  nobility,  and  was  a  firople  Baronet,  not  a 
Peer.     He  went  at  confide  rable  length  into  the  queftion 
at  iffae  between  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Commons,  and  illuftrated  by  feveral  very  apt 
•  and  beautiful  examples,  the  new  idea  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  tbc 
practice  of  our  Conftitution  was  more  perfect  than  the 
theory. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Banks  rofe  to  explain  what  he  had  faid  in  the  de-  Mr.  Banks, 
bate  of  December  22,  as  referred  to  by  General  Conway 
and  Mr*  Sheridan,  and  recapitulated  pretty  circurriftanti-* 
ally  what  he  had  faid  and  what  had  pafl'ed  during  his  fpeech, 
but  he  declared  he  did  not  remember  the  exafl;  words, 
in  which  his  right  honourable  friend  had  commiflioned  him 
to  aflert  that  he  would  notadvifc  a  diffolution. 

General  Rofs  rofe  next,  and  (poke  for'fome  time  while  Oen.  Roft. 
the  Houfe  was  in  diforder,  explaining  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  voted  during  the  three  feflions  that  he  fat  in  Parlia- 
ment- At  length  the  General  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
pay  attention  to  two  facts  worthy  their  notice.  The  one 
was,  that  he  had  been  fent  for  by  a  noble  Lord,  to  whom 
he  was  perfectly  well  known,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
questioned  him  as  to  the  manner  of  his  voting  fn  Parlia- 
ment, and  had  told  him  his  name  was  down  in  the  lift  of 
Members  who  always  voted  with  Mr.  Fox.  That  he  had 
been  furprifed  at  hearing  this,  and  declared  he  had  given 
no  authority  to  have  his  name  put  upon  any  fuch  mufter- 
roll  \  but  he  acknowledged  he  had  generally  voted  in  that 
manner,  and  while  he  entertained  the  fame  good  opinion 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  and  .thought  their  meafures 
right  he  would  continue  to  vote  with  them.  Upon  this 
the  noble  Lord  informed  him,  that  if. he  voted  againft  the 
new  adminiftration  on  the  12th  of  January,  meaning  that 
day,  he  would  be  confidered  as  an  enemy  to  the  King.  The 
General  declared  his  feelings  were  (hocked  at  this  informa- 
tion as  he  would  not  fuffer  any  man  to  control  his  vote. 
The  General  proceeded  to  ftate  his  other  fa&,  but  the  hum 
and  buz  this  piece  of  intelligence  occafioned  prevented  our 
hearing  the  reft  of  what  he  faid.  i 

Mr.  Lee  faid  what  had  fallen  from  the  worthy  General  Mr.  Lee. 
ought  to  have  more  weight  with  the  Houfe,  than  all  the 
arguments,  excellent  and  powerful  as  he  was  ready  to  cort- 
fefs  they  were  that  had  been  ufed  in  favour  of  the  motion 
for  the  order  of  the  day.  Here  was  no  longer  a  mere  ru~ 
mour  of  influence  to  be  fhuflkd  off  under  the  pretence  of 
its  being  a  rumour,  here  was  a  dire£t  and  palpable  proof 
•f  undue  influence  having  been  pra£tifed  on  a  Member  of 
that  Houfe.    Would  gentlemen  want  any  ftronger  jufti-  - 

fication  of  the  refolution  come  to  by  the  Committee  before 
the  recefs?  Surely  no  better  proof  was  ncceflary,  no  ftronger 
need  be  required.  Mr.  Lee  diftin&ly  recapitulated  Ge- 
neral Rofa's  narration,  and  having  done  fo,  he  faid>  as  he 

;  was. . 
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was  upon  his  legs  he  would  take  notice  of  another  mirier  i 
A  learned  friend  of  his  had  done  him  ito  more  than  jaftice, 
in  declaring,  that  he  did  not  believe  on  a  former  occafien 
be  meant  to  talk  lightly  of  charters.  He  certainly  8kt  not, 
aod  however  his  expreffion  might  have  been  thought  too 
flippant  or  too  full  of  levity  for  fuch  a  fubjeft,  had  he  been 
talking  of  fix  a&s  of  Parliament  he  fhould  have  faid  exadry 
the  fame.  He  had  not  merely  talked  of  charters  generally 
fo  confidered,  but  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  charter,  a$ 
peculiar  and  diftin&  from  all  others  \  as  a  charter  which 
had  proved  a  curfe  to  mankind,  had  been  prodn£ktve  of 
infinite  mifchief,  and  which,  compared  to  the  objeft  to 
f  be  gained  by  its  intended  violation,  the  fafety  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  thirty  millions  of  people,  and  the  prelervation  of 
a  mighty  empire,  was  and  ought  to  be  of  little  or  no  con* 
fideration.  With  legard  to  the  idea,  that  to  violate  char*" 
ters  was  to  violate  the  ccmftitution,  and  to  infringe  npon 
Magna  Charta,  there  was  not  a  penal  ft  at  ate  which  autho- 
rifed fummary  proceedings,  as  in  the  great  and  important 
cafes  of  a  man'?  taking  a  hare  or  a  partridge,  that  was  not 
unconstitutional,  and  did  not  trench  upon  Magna  Charta. 
They  all  authorifed  committing  a  man  to  jail  without  trial 
by  his  peers.  Mr.  Lee  enforced  this  with  other  in&ances* 
and  faid,  as  it  was  well  known  that  every  fubjeft  in  the 
kingdom  might  petition  the  Crown*  either  to  call  ParKa~ 
meitts  together,  or  to  diflbive  them,  it  was  abfufd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  that  Houfe  could  not  do  in  its  collective  capacity 
as  the  representatives  of  the  Commons  of  England,  what 
every  one,  the  pooreft  and  meaneft  of.  their  confthnems 
was  legally  authorifed  to  do.  Mr.  Lee  added  other  argu- 
ments equally  cogent  and  convincing  with  regard  to  the 
conftitutional  right  of  that  Houfe  to  addrefs  and  advife  the 
Crown  as  to  the  exercife  of  its  prerogatives. 

Mr.   Gilbert,   Mr.  Arden,  Commodore  Johnftorie,  all 

.rpoke  ftrenuoufly  in  fupport  of  Mr.  Pitt's  de6re  to  have  the 

Order  of  the  day  waved,  the  Governor  preficd  the  Houfe  ttf 

proceed  immediately  to  the  confideration  of  the  Iodia  MM. 

Lord  Frode.     Lord  Fre&rkk  CampteH  faid  he  had  voted  for  the  aMfefs, 

mk  GMnp-  becaufe  he  thought  the  going  up  to  the  Throne  upon  4wM 

•  ft  bufinefs  perfeSly  conftittrtbnal  and  becoming,  bnttbere 

Be  would  make  Iris  ftand,  and  would  go  no  uxikteZ   He* 

conftftred  the  anfwer  they  had  received  as  a  moft  gmcfow* 

One,  and  he  was  perfuaded  no  ihnii  wot»M  Awe  after  fiaoH 

aft  anfwer,  t*  advife  a  diflb lotion.    His  tMiULf  frArtl 

lie 
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he  faw  no  reafcn  for  going  tip  With  another  addrefs,  and 
therefore  be  fhould  vote  with  Mr.  Pitt  •,  he  was  anxious  to 
fee  the  bill;  he  had  voted  for  the  other  bill,  and  which 
ever  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  beft,  let  it  be  whofe  it 
would  he  cared  not,  by  that  he  would  abide. 

Mr.  Rigby  rofe  next  and  faid  he  came  down  folly  coil*  Mr.  Rigby, 
vinced  that  no  diflblution  was  intended.  That  his  Majefty's 
anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfc  had  filled  his  mind  with 
the  very  fame  fentiments  as  were  entertained  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  fpoketi  laft;  nor  (hould  he  have  altered  thefe 
fentiments  but  for  what  he  had  heard  in  the  debate.  He 
was  now  convinced  that  a  diflblution  was  intended.  If  the 
noble  Lord  had  but  attended  to  the  Minifters,  their  conduft 
xnuft  have  flafhed  convi&ion  upon  him.  Was  it  not  obvious 
that  they  were  afraid  to  fpeak  out ;  that  they  dared  not  rife 
and  fay  at  once,  there  would  be  no  diflblution  ?  Mr.  Rigby  ' 
faid,  perhaps  there  were  fo  many  Minifters,  fome  the  Houfe 
did  know,  and  fome  the  Houfe  did  not,  that  while  the  one 
fet  were  aftmg  one  way,  another  were  planning  and  propofing 
other  meafures  elfewhere.  Perhaps  the  anfwer  given  to  the 
Houfc  from  the  Throne  before  the  holidays,  was  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Minifter  who  had  been  in  office  but  fix  hours, 
an4  being  now  out  of  office,  being  only  oftenfible  and 
not  efficient,  the  prefent  Minifters  were  not  refponfible 
for  it,  and  thus  fheltered  themfelves  from  not  fulfilling  it. 
Be  it  whofe  it  would,  if  any  Minifter  had  put  fuch  a  fallacy 
into  the  mod  facred  mouth  in  the  kingdom,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  deceive  that  HoUfe,  he  had  grouTy  infulted  that  Houfe, 
and  been  guilty  of  a  piece  of  duplicity,  of  an  ad  of  mean* 
oefs,  that  would  have  difgraced  the  loweft  pettifogger  in 
practice  —  a  Newgate  Solicitor,  he  was  perfuaded,  would 
have  been  afhamed  of  fuch  a  low,  fcandalousmode  of  decep- 
tion. Mr.  Rigby  faid  farther,  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man,  the  Minifter  of  the  day,  had  not  only  a&ed  in  a  very 
ftraoge  manner,  but  it  was  a  little  extraordinary,  that  hit 
friend  happened  not  to  remember  what  had  pafied  between 
them  only  three  weeks  ago.  Why  did  not  the  Minifter  fpeak 
out  ?  He  had  ufed  the  mpft  unconstitutional  language  that  day 
he  had  ever  heard  within  thpfe  walls.  Not  comment  on  the 
anfwer  from  the  Crown !  No  t  What  were  all  the  fpcechej 
from  the  Thrdne  then  ?  Was  it  not  the  conftitutional  pri- 
vilege of  every  man  in  that  Houfe  to  treat  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne  with  the  utmoft  freedom  ?  Bcfidcs,  it  was  the 
peculiar  duty  of  Minifters  to  anfwer  every  conftitutional 
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qbcftipn  pM  !<>  than*  in  that  Houfe,  not  the  cjuefUons  of  in- 
dividuals indeed,  but  fuch  as  clearly  carried  in  them  the  fenfe 
qf  the  Houfe  in  general.  Mr.  Rigby  purfued  this  theme  in 
his  qfual  ftile  of  plain  fenfe  and  obvious  argument ;  and  after 
very  liberally  venting  his  indignation  upon  thofe  who  had 
heen  inftrumental  in  deceiving  that  Houfe*  he  conjured  gen- 
tlemen ^o  take  care  of  themfelves;  and  faid,  thev  had  nothing 
for  it,  no  poitible  means  of  fecuring  theiftfelves  from  the 
horrors  of  hafty  diflfolution  and  all  the  evil  confequeftces  of 
fudden  death,  but  to  vote  manfully  in  the  Committee  for 
fuch  conftitutienal  and  perfonal  queftions*  as  fhquld  feem 
jnoft  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed. 
Mr.  Scott.       Mr.  Scott  anfwered  a  great  part  of  Mr.  Lee's  argument 

yery  ably. 

Lord  M*it-      {lord  Maitland  begged  to  know  of  General  Rofs,  whether 

Bknd*  the  noble  Lord,  alluded  to  in  the  intelligence  that  he  had 

communicated  relative  to  undue  influence  having  heen  prac- 
tiled  or  him,  had  any  office  in  Adminiftration,  or  near  the 
perfon  of  the  Sovereign  ? 

Geo.  Rofi.  General  Rofi  declared,  the  noble  Lord  in  queftion  was  a 
Lord  of  the  Bedchamber. 

General  Smith  faid  a  few  words  about  the  India  Bill*  and 
Mr.  Thornton  made  a  fliort  fpeech  agatnft  the  order  of 
the  day, 

Mr.  Frafcr.  The  honourable  Mr.  Frafet  fajd,  all  the  jndelgence  he 
fhould  aik  of  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour,  was  to  be  heard  in 
one  declaration.  After  the.  rumours  whifpered  abroad,  and 
the  declarations  within  thofe  waljs,  lately  made  by  an  hon- 
ourable gentleman,  he  begged  to  be  indulged,  and  declared 
that  he  was  not  pledged  to  vote  on  either  fide;  that  be  was 
not  to  be  menaced  or  warped,  nor  ihould  he  declare  on  which 
fide  he  would  vote  in  that  Houfe;  but  to  this  he  pMf^ 
himfelf,  that  if  the  madnefc  of  the  times  forced  him,  <* 
trailed  for  it,  he  fhould  defend  the  Conftitution  of  his  coon- 
try,  and  the  prefent  Royal  Family  of  Hanover  wi A  hi*  life 
his  reputation,  and  ail  that  was  dear  to  him ;  atid  ibis  be  de- 
clared was  all  he  bad  to  fey. 

At  length  the  queftioti"  was  colled,  and  the  gallery  being 
cleared  of  ftrangers,  the  Houfe  foon  after  divided,  it  beine 
then  half  pa*  t  v*o  in  the  morning.  Ayes  for  the*  trior  a 
the  day  23*1 ;  Noes,  193.    Majority  39. 

The  order  of  the  dby  was  read,  and  Mr.  Hufflfey  took  his 
feat  at  the  table,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  o»lhe  Stale 

of  the  Nation.    Mr,  Fox  th*n  rofc*  and  moved, 

"  That 


e 
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"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  for  any 
peribn  or  perfons  in  his  Majefty's  Treafury,  or  in  the  Exche- 
quer, or  in  the  Bank  of  England,  employed  in  the  payment 
of  the  public  money,  to  pay  or  diredt,  or  caufe  to  be  paid* . 
any  fum  or  Aims  or  money,  for  or  towards  the  fupport  of. 
the  fervices  voted  in  this  prefent  Seflion  of  Parliament,  after 
the  Parliament  (hall  have  been  prorogued  or  diflblved,  if  it 
lhall  be  prorogued  or  diflblved  before  any  A&  of  Parliament.' 
ihall  have  palled,  appropriating  the  fupplies  tQ  fuch  fervices, 
will  be  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor,  a  daring  breach  of  the 
public  trull,  derogatory  to  the  fundamental  privileges  of  Par-, 
iiarnent,  and  fubverfive  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country/* 

This  was  fupported  in  a  very  able  fpeech  from  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  and  another  from  Lord  North,  It  pafled  however 
without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Fox  next  moved,  Mr.  Foi. 

*4  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  there  be 
laid  before  this  Houfe  accounts  ot  the  feveral  futns  °f  JB°Jf£y 
ifTued,  or  ordered  to  be  ifTued,  from  the  19th  day  of  JJep^n- 
ber,  1783,  to  the  14th  day  of  January,  1784,  inclufive>  to 
any  perion  or  perfons  towards  naval  fervices,  and  for  the 
charges  of  the  office  of  Ordnance,  or  to  the  Secretaries  of 
his  Majefty's  Treafury,  or  to  the  Governor  or  Clerks  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  the  Paymafter  General  of 
his  Majefty's  forces,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever,  for 
and  towards  fervices  voted  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  not  yet  appropriated  by  any  a&  of  Parliament  to 
fuch  fervices.''  And  to  this  he  would  add,  "  That  no 
monies  fhould  be  ifTued  for  any  public,  fervice  till  that  re- 
turn was  made,  and  for  three  days  afterwards." 

1Mi is  motion  called  forth  fome  obje&ions  from  Mr.  Brctty  Mr.  Brett, 
who  faid  it  would  flop  the  whole  machine  of.  Government  at 
once;  that  there  were  Exchequer  Bills  and  other  bills  daily. 
coining  due,  and  that  infinite  mifchief  would  enfue  from  fuch 
a  refolution  being  adopted.  It  was  enough  for  him  however. 
to  have  warned  the  Houfe  of  the  danger  of  the  meafure ;  ana 
he  defired,  for  one,  to  be  confidered  as  having  wafhed  his 
hands  of  it  altogether. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  with  great  pointednefs*  and  appealed  to  Mr^F^x. 
the  condudt  of  oppofition  previous  to  the  recefs,  as  an  un- 
answerable teftimony  of  its  moderation,  and  the  wary  cau- 
tion, with  which  all  its  roeafures  had  been  taken*  under  the 
obvious  defign  of  abflaining  from  any  one.ftep,  that  could 
in  tbe  moft  diftant  degree  tend  to  embarrafs  Minifters  in 
their  management  of  the  national  bufinefs,   or  afteft  the 
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public  intereft.  He  faid,  if  any  mifchtef  did  enfae  in  code* 
quence  of  the  refolution's  patting,  his  Majefty's  Mmiflers 
and  their  adherents  ought  to  take  the  whole  blame  upon 
themfelves  for  having  made  fuch  a  refolution  neceflary  to  be 
voted  by  that  Houfe  in  its  own  defence.  They  were  anfwer- 
able  to  the  country  for  all  the  confufion  and  anarchy  they 
had  occafioned,  and  all  that  might  hereafter  happen  in  confe- 
rence of  ^  the  rafli  and  inconfiderate  conduct  their  ahford 
and  mad  ambition  had  prompted  and  brought  onfc  Of  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  wafh  his  hands ;  and* 
therefore,  while  ne  flood  chargeable  as  being  a  participant  in 
creating  the  caufe  of  an  extenfive  mifchief,  it  was  ridtcokwt 
'  and  idle  for  him  to  endeavour  to  clear  himfelf  from  bearing 
bis  (hare  of  refponfibility  for  the  confequence.  If  any  parti- 
cular fums  likely  to  become  due,  and  to  be  drawn  for  within 
a  few  days,  could  be  ftated,  he  /hould  have  no  objection  to 
infert  words  in  the  refolution,  providing  an  exemption  for 
ftctf'jtjfecific  fums: 

Mr.Huflcy.  "'Jflff,  fJuJpy  was  proceeding  to  put  the  queftion  on  the  firft 
motfori,  when  Mr.  Brett  rofe  again  and  urged  fome  father 
objections  as  to  the  proportion  of  retraining  the  iflbes  of 
pubfic  money. 

sir  Grey  Sir  Grey  Caoper  in  reply  Cjid,  the  taction  then  about  to  be 

Cooper.  pUt  wag  pgj-fggijy  innocent,  and  fuch  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's objections  could  not  be  applied  to,  as  it  was  merely 
a  motion  for  an  account  of  iflues  already  made.  Sir  Grey 
Hated,  that  fuch  an  account  might.be  made  out  the  next  day ; 
and  therefore,  though  the  other  motion,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  read,  might  be  attended  with  feme 
little  inconvenience,  it  could  be  but  of  trifling  confequence, 
as  the  reftrafnt  it  ordered  was  to  be  in  force  only  five  <mi  in 
all,  three  after  the  return  to  the  motion,  then  in  the  Chair* 
man's  hand,  was  made. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  and  faid,  he  meant  to  urge  no  objection,  be* 
eaufe  he  was  convinced  it  would  be  fruitlefs.  He  thought  tt 
fair,  however,  to  declare,  that  when  the  return  was  made, 
the  Houfe  would  find  iflbes  had  been  lately  made  as  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  public  affairs  required. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  fadk;  and  he  was 
jferfuaded,  no  man  wpuld  confider  his  Majefty's  prefent  Mi- 
nifters  as  at  all  to  blame  for  having  directed  thofe  IT 
They  had  only  done  what  every  preceding  Adminifln 
had  done  before  them ;  and  without  doing  which,  he 
perfectly  cpnfcious  the  public  bufinefs  could  not  poftMy 
proceed.    As  it  had  been  fuggefted,  that  the  fecond  motion 

might 
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might  prove  inconvenient ;  and  as  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  his  thoughts,  and  the  thoughts  and  Intentions  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  a&,  than  to  do  any  thing 
that  might  embarrafs  Government,  and  diftrefs  them  where 
they  ought  not  to  he  diftreiled,  he  fatd  he  would  willingly 
wave  the  fecond  motion  for  the  prefent ;  but  he  hoped  what 
had  palled  would  ferve  as  a  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  the 
fame  motion  would  he  brought  forward  in  a  few  days,  if  thd 
fame  occafion  for  it  fhould  continue  to  exift. 

The  refolmion  for  the  account  of  the  iffues  lately  made,  ' 

was  then  propofed  and  carried. 

Mr.  Eden  obferved,  that  the  manner  in  which  his  right  Mr. Eta- 
honourable  friend  Had  withdrawn  the  motion,  purporting  to 
reftrain  the  farther  ifluirig  of  public  money  for  a  few  days, 
upon  a  fuggeftion  tjaat  it  rnight  pbifibly  occafion  fome  incon- 
venience, was  one  proof  attfong-fnany  of  the  extreme  cau- 
tion, moderation  and  delicacy,  with  which  the  late  Minifters 
and  their  friends  were  difpofed  to  a£r.  He  defired,  however, 
to  inform  gentlemen  who  might  otherwife  feel  fome  uneafi*» 
nefs  upbn  the  fubje£t,  that  the  withdrawing  this  vote  did 
not  open  any  facilities  for  the  menaced  diflblution  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  truth,  it  was  become  politically  impoffible,  under 
the  firft  relbhition,  for  One  fiitpfence  to  he  paid  either  to  the 
army  or  navy;  or  to  any  of  the  public  fervicies  of' the  year, 
if  a  diflolution  fhould  take- place  prior  to  the  adt  of  appro-  ^  * 
priation.  He  added,  that  there  were  feme  *ther  inference* 
refiilting  from  his  right  honourable  friend's  firft  propolition, 
which  weH  merited  the  attention  of  every  man  irr*the  king- 
dom, and  which  he  trufted  and  hoped  would,  iii  the  flrfl 
hour  of  quiet'  recoHedtion,  -fe»  properly  feii,«and  generally 
xmderftood.  To  the  advifefs,'  if  any  thfcre  were,  of  an  in- 
temperate ufe  of  acknowledged  prerogatives,  it  wad' an  rnti- 
mation  that  fuch  advice  would  produce  nothing  more  than  a 
ftri£k  aflertion  of  Parliamentary  rights.  To  the  Minifters  of 
the  day  it  was  a  teflon  upon  the  temerity  of  undertaking  the 
government  of  a  people,  without  pofleffing  the  confidence  of 
their  reprefentativfes.  To  the  Treafury  Board, -the  Auditor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Bank  Directors,  it  was  a  notice, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Cctamons,  which  had  Only  originated  its 

{grants,  and  ftill  retained  the  legal  right  fo  control  and  qea- 
ify  thofe  grants,  would  not  permit  them  to  be  made  the  In- 
ftruments  of  public  mifchief  and  confufion.  To  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  it  afforded  the  fatisfaclory  affurance,  that 
a  confident  firmnefs  and  confeientious  freedom  of  conduct 
bad  not  expofed  them  to  be  barrafled  and  difturbed  by  ex  - 

penflve 
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penfi ve  and .  vindi&tve  re-elc&ions  ;  and  laftly,  to  the  pub* 
lie  at  larger,  itgavfe  this: great  coniblation  in  the  mtifo.  of 
the  prefent  convulsions  of  good  government,  that  it  was  aA 
utter  impoflibility  to  add  to  the  various  difficulties  of  the 
limes  by.  the  rafh  diflblution  of  a  Parliament*  which  (previ- 
ous to  the  late  interruption)  was  induftrioufly  and  honeitlj 
employing*  itfelf  in  the  protection  and  improvement  of  the 
revenues,  the  commerce,  the  public  credit*  and  the  pofltf- 
fions  of  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Fa*.  Mr.  Fax  faid,  what  he  had  hitherto  propofed  was  with  2 
Tiew  to  provide  againft  a  fudden  and  immediate  difiblutioa 
of  Parliament ;  he  had  one  motion  more  to  ofier,  calculated 
with  a  view  to  prevent  a  diflblution  at  a  more  advanced  pe- 
riod. That  was  the  only  motion  he  fhould  propose  then,  but 
as  fome  other  gentlemen  had .  motions  to  make,  be  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  not  Separate*  when  he  had  moved  the  reso- 
lution he  had  juft  alluded  to.-  This  refQlution  wai»  iC  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  be  dire&ed  to  move  the  Houfe,  that  the  bill  for 
punifhiag  mutiny  and  defertion,  and  for  the  better  payment 
of  the  army  arid  their  quarters,  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Monday  the  ajd  day  of  Febuwary  next/' 

This,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  would,  pi  low.  ample  tjrne  fox  jpfing 
the  bill  into  a  law  before  the  prefent  a£t  expired*  /..-. 

Mr.  Chan.  ~   Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  he  had  no  objection,*  taMCthe ho- 

ccttorPttt.  oourab)^  gentteoian  feemed  np%  tP  be  aware  .that  his  objed 
would  be  as  fully  attained  without  the  refoluf  ioo  &  with  it ; 
fince  he  would  at  ail  times 'bate  it  in  his  pojwer  to  prevent 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  till  his  end  wa?  anfwesed. 

Mr.Fos.  Mr.  Fox  adoftitted  the  trwh  of  the.  right  hoc*uirable 
gentleman's  obfervation,  but.  affigned  his  reafon*  why  it 
was  neceflary  to  have  the.rntfter  fland  formally  eatem on 
the  journals.    The  refolution  was  agreed  ta .         .     , 

The  2*1  of     The  Earl  of  Surry  then  made  a  lew  genera),  observations 

So"*'  on  the  critical  and  alarming  fituatien  of  affairs,  anoVof  the 
events  with  regard  to  a  change  of  Mtnifters  that  had  lately 
taken  place,  by  way .  of  mtfodu&ton  to  a  sefatution,  de- 
daring,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cocawttee,  that  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  his  Majefty's  dorntaions*  it  is  pecu- 
liarly necefiary,  that  there  Should  be  an  Adrnioiilratiou 
which  has  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe  and  the  public* 
His  LordShip  concluded  with  moving  his  refohitiocu 

Mi.  Dundit  Mr.  Dunfas  faid,  he  knew  not  whether  the  nomeof  bus 
MajeSty  bad  been  accidentally  or  intentionally  left  out  of 

the 
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tbe  motion,  but  as  it  was  to  the  full  as  neceflary  that  an  Ad* 
miniftration  ihould  poffefs  the  confidence  of  the  Crown, 
and  of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  as  the  confidence  of 
that  Houfe  and  the  people;  he  ihould  move  to  amend  the  ' 

motion  by  changing  the  phrafe,  and  inferting  in  the  room  of 
the  words  of  the  latter  part  of  it  as  it  then  ftood,  the 
words  "  of  the  Crown,  the  Parliament,  and  the  people." 

The  Earl  of  Surry  (aid,  he  had  thought  it  improper  for-TheEaiUf 
that  Houfe  to  mention  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  in  a  Suny. 
refohnion  which  more  immediately  concerned  themfelves ; 
that  it  might  be  conftrued  by  the  other  Houfe  as  an  indig- 
nity* and  that  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  for  agreeing  to 
tbe  amendment. 

Sir  fFat kin  Lewts  faid,  he  could  not  give  his  confent  to  Sir  w. 
that  motion,  as  it  Teemed  to  recommend  perfons  whom,  !*«"• 
though  they  might  have  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe,  yet 
had  not  the  good  opinion  of  the  public,  and  whom  his  con- 
stituents intended  to  vote  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  tbe  Crown 
for  having  dif milled  from  the  admin'tftration  of  the  public 
affairs  of  this  country,  to  one  of  whom  they  attributed  all 
the  -  calamities  which  had  befallen  this  devoted  kingdom. 
He  added,  that  his  conftituents  might  inftrudt  him  to  move 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  one  of  thoie  perfons 
who  had  difmembered  the  empire;  and  which  enquiry  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  prevent  his  being  again  taken  into  power. 

Mr.  Alderman  §awbridgi  reminded  his  honourable  col-  Mr.  Aid*, 
league,  that  though  a  Court  of  Common  Council  was  fam-  Sawbmige* 
mailed  to  confider  of  fuch  a  proposition,  yet  that  no  fuch 
meafure  had  yet  been  propofed,  and  therefore  'it  was  rather 
premature  to  obje&  to  the  motion,  merely  on  the  idea  of 
what  theCouit  of  Common  Council  might  refolve  upon. 

Mr.  drdtn.  faid  a  few  words  in  difapprobation  of  the  mo-  Mr.  Arfee. 
tion,  but  after  what  he  had  feen,  lie  declared  he  fhould  not 
attempt  to  oppofe  it.  He  would  make  no  apology  for  i/iftng 
at  that  lace  hour ;  if  it  was  flf  at  foch  an .  hour  to  make 
fuch  a  motion,  it  was  fit  for  him  to  fpeak  to  it.  He  faid 
he  ihould  wonder  at  nothing  the  Houfe  did  in  fuch  a  tern* 
per;  pecbaps  they  might  next  refolve  that  it  would  be  a 
high  crime  and  mifdemeanor  for  the  Court  of  Common 
Council  to  vote  any  fuch  addrefs  as  the  worthy  magiftrate 
had  j  11ft  alluded  to;  fuch  a  refolution,  he  declared,  would 
be  full  a&  warrantable,  in  his  opinion,  as  thofe  they  had  al-  ' 
ready  come  to.  He  declared  he  faw  no  occafion  whatever 
for  the  motion  then  under  confideration.  Who  doubted  the 
a  b£t, 
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fa&,  that 'every  Miniftry  ought  to  have  the  confidence  of 
that  Houfe  and  the. people? 

Mr.  Fax.  Mr.  Ftx  and  feveral  other  members  fpoke  to  this  motion, 
reprobating  the  amendment,  and  urging  the  reafonablenefs 
and  the  neceflity  of  the  refolution.  Mr;  Fox  told  Mr.  Ar- 
den,  that  all  that  had  pafled  in  that  Houfe  for  the  laft  week 
preceding  the  recefs,  as  well  as  that  day,  might  have  coin 
vinced  him  and  his  friends,  that  the  prefent  Miniftry  had 
come  into  power  upon  fuch  principles  as  were  ancoafthu- 
tional  and  odious  to  the  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  but  the  learned  gentleman  and  thofe  near  him 
were  determined  not  to  fee  what  ftared  them  in  the  bee ; 
they  were  under  the  neceflity  therefore  of  making  fpecific 
motions,  and  placing  matters  in  fo  broad  a  light,  that  even 
the  moil  wilful  and  perverfe  afte&ation  of  not  believing  the 
fa&  fhould  no  longer  continue  to  avail  them,  but  that  they 
fhould  be  obliged  to  acknowledge  it,  in  fpite  of  their  deter- 
mination to  dilcredit  it. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  original  motion 
carried. 

TkfEadof     The  Earl  of  Surry  next  propofed  a  farther  refolooon. 

Sorry  «  ^hat  lt  js  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  late 
changes  in  his  Majefty's  Councils  were  immediately  preceded 
by  dangerous  and  untverfal  reports  that  his  Majefty's  (acred 
name  had  been  uuconftttutionally  abufed  to  afleci  the  delibe- 
rations of  Parliament,  and  that  the  appointments  made  were 
accompanied  by  circumftances  new  and  extraordinary,  and 
fuch  as  do  not  conciliate  or  engage  the  confidence  of  this 
Houfe." 

Bit.  Powyt.  Mr.  Powys  fpoke  very  ftrenuoufly  againft  it.  He  declared, 
after  what  he  had  feen,  he  thought  he  would  never  fpeak  to  a 
political  queflion  again  in  that  Houfe ;  the  prefent  however 
was  not  a  political  queftion,  but  a  queflion  of  jaftice,  to 
which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  attend.  Mr.  Powys  then 
reprobated  the  motion  as  proceeding  upon  fads  without 
1  proofs,  and  pointing  cenfure  before  criminality  of  any  kind 
was  eflablilhed.  - 

Vr  Scon.  Mr.  Scott  entered  very  warmly  into  the  affair  mentioaed 
by  General  Rofs,  and  repeated  afterwards  by  Mr.  Lee*  rda- 

4  tive  to  the  General's  having  been  told  by  a  noble  Lord,  a 

Lord  of  the  Bedchamber,  that  he  fhould  be  considered  as  an 

-  enemy  to  the  King,  if  he  voted  on  that  day  adverfety  to  die 
Administration.    Mr.  Scott  fa  id,  if  the  fa6t  was  as  the  ho- 

-  nourable  General  had  ftated,  it  muft  have  happened  in  two 
ways,  either  as  a  public  matter,  without  any  wifh  to  have 

it 
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it  concealed,  or  in  private  confidence.  In  either  cafe  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  nad  been  mentioned;  if  it  was  faid  to  the  General  in 
private  confidence,  he  had  no  right  to  betray  that  confidence; 
if  as  a  public  matter,  and  no  lecret,  the  General  ought  to 
have  ftated  as  much  to  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Scott  declared  his 
entire  difapprobation  of  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.   Lee  in   a   fhort  fpeech  defended  the  motion;   and  Mr.  Lee. 
juftified  his  former  argument  about  General  Rofs. 

Governor  Jobnjione.  Notwithftandmg  all  that  has  been  Got.  J0R0- 
faid/- it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  debate  has  yet  been  ftone* 
put  upon  its  true  ground.  This  opinion  muft  prove  my 
excufe  to  the  Houfe  in  perfifting  to  deliver  my  fentiments 
after  being  up  fo  often  without  meeting  your  eye.  I  admit, 
with  the  fpeakcrs  in  oppfition  to  his  Majefly's  Minifters, 
that  the  fituation  of  the  country  is  truly  alarming,  and  the 
crifis  big  with  the  moil  ferious  apprehenfions  to  thofe  who 
confider  the  characters  of  the  different  actors  in  the  matter 
in  difpute.  Who  are  to  blame  in  producing  this  crifis, 
verging  upon  thofe  convulfions  which  always  loo  fen,  and 
generally  unhinge,  the  whole  frame  of  government,  is  the 
queftion.  It  is  alledged  by  the  leaders  of  oppofition,  that  a 
young  man,  impelled  by  inordinate  ambition,  and  leagued 
with  crafty,  discontented,  prerogative  courtiers,  by  means 
of  fecret  influence,  has  obtained  the  reins  of  government, 
difpoffcfEng  men  of  great  ability,  whp  were  in  the  path  of 
re-eftablifbing  the  affairs  of  this  di drafted  government, 
redeeming  its  glory  with  foreign  nations,  and  producing 
vigour  and  harmony  in  the  different  fprings  of  its  internal 
government. 

It  is  alledged  on  the  other  hand,  that  thofe  gentlemen 
now  in  oppofition,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  plans  of  reftot- 
ing  the  honour  and  profperity  of  the  country,  by  checking 
abufes,  and  promoting  the  public  interefts,  upon  finding  in 
the  feeds  of  their  union,  a  general  difcontent  both  in  the 
King  and  the  people  againft  the  motives  which  prpduced 
fo  unnatural  a  coalition,  they  therefore  had  formed  a  plan 
for  fecuring  their  power  againft  the  attempts  of  both. 

This  plan  produced  the  Eaft-India  bill,  giving  all  the  pa- 
tronage and  confequence,  and  molt  of  the  profit  of  the  terri- 
torial acquifitions  and  commerce,  to  run  in  the  channel  of 
them  and  their  fubftitutes,  to  be  managed  by  nominees  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  amongft  the 
Members  of  Parliament,  violating  all  the  rules  of  juilrte. 
Vol.  XII.  *yy  »* 
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in  feizmg  the  property  of  the  Eaft-ImKa  Company,  and 
crafting  a  new  executive  power  in  the  Conftitutkm,  dero- 
gatory to  the  righto  of  the  Crown*  and  fubverfive.  of  ail 
thofe  principles  by  which  the  wifefy  writers  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  have  defcrihed  thu  balance  to  be 
maintained  between  the  three  efiential  powers  cotaftitvting 
the  Legislature. 

Th^fe  are  the  allegations  on  bo  A  fides  j  and  we  are  now 
to  confider  by  what  proofs  a  juft  decifioh  is  to  be  formed 
cm  the  fubjetl.  Thofc  who  fupport  the  arguments  of  his 
Majefty'fc  prefent  Minifters,  among  whom  I  an>  one,  pro- 
duce the  Eaft-Jndia  biff,  and  refer  ymi  to  the  comments 
that  havefbeen  matte  npon  it  by  the  wHeft  and  moft  im- 
partial men  in  the  community;  which  bill  beeeriles  daily 
more  and  more  detefted,  as  the  fpirit  vrith  whifeb  it  is 
drawn,  and  the  artifice  by  which  It  was  carried  fo'far  ib 
the  progrefs  towards  being  paffed  came  feo  be  confidtred. 
I  take  upon  me  to  lay,  that  there  is  no  company  m  which 
I  have  entered,  there  is  no  private  gentleman  of  apparent 
knowledge  with  whom  I  have  converfed,  who  does  netnni- 
verfally  acknowledge  the  danger  of  fuch  an  experiment  upon 
our  Confutation,  and  regard  the  reje&ion  of  that  bi8-ss 
one  of  the  greateft  vidories  over  its  political  enemies  in  the 
different  careers  of  inordinate  ambition  with  which  thk 
Country  has  been  affitiled  in  its  progrefs  to  perfection*.  I  do 
not  pveftane  to  fay  that  tbefe  fentbtoents  have  as  yet  per- 
vaded thi  lower  orders  of  men,  or  are  the  opinions  of 
this  community.  The  dangers  arifing  from  political  infti- 
tutitms  when  difguiied  by  the  arts  of  great  and  able  ftatef- 
men,  are  not  at  firft  obvious  to  the  wifeft  capacity,  and 
make  their  way  by  flow  degrees  through  the  community : 
they  are,  alas !  for  the  mod  part,  onTy  discovered  after  the 
effeft  has  been  produced.  Thank  God,  in  this  cafe  the 
blow  has  been  warded  off  for  the  prefent ;  but  whether 
there  is  fenfe  or.  virtue  fufficient  to  defend  us  again*  this 
machination  in  the  end,  is  the  catrfe  of  the  ftroggte  upon 
-which  we  are  affembled  to  decide.  Thefe,  Sir,  ai*  thfe 
charges  produced  on  one  fide,  and  the  EaftVIndia  bBl  is  the 
evidence.  By  this  bill  the  King  was  to  be  deprived  of  his 
dear  eft  prerogative,  that  of  executive  magiftracy  ;  a  few  day* 
would  hare  brought  hira  to  the  doubtful  and  difegreea&fe 
fhuation  of  tamely  yielding  up  by  his  own  confent,  the  juft 
rights  of  his  Crown,  and  crettiog  fubjeAs  into  equal  pawei 
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an4  e*ogutive  authority  to  bis  own*  and  thereby  *f^ablifh- 
ing  Miniftfcrs  independent  of  him*  or  ufing  his  negative 
agaitiit  the  fenfe  of  his  Parliaraeat.  The  virtue  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  relieved  his  Majcfty  from  that  difagreeabie  altera 
Active. 

Inftead  pf  allowing  that  this  anterpofiuon  came  in  the 
aatutsfl  courfe  of  the  regard  to  the  couftkution  which  is  to 
be  expend  from  that  venerable  atiembly,  all  the  horror* 
«f  tfee  bill  are  fufk  in  the  dtfouflion,  and  we  are  told  that 
the  feje&ion  of  the  bill  .proceeded  entirely  from  fecret  i*t 
#uence.  But  what  proof  have  we  produced  of  the  iecref 
influence?  It  is  a.  fine  eatch-word  of  a  party  to  apiufe  the 
credulous  vulgar,  find  to  raife  discontents  againft  the  Sove- 
reign or  particular  persons*  but  judging  of  the  validity  or 
confoqueace  to  be  derived  from  fuch  affertions,  it  is  to  be 

remarked,  ^at  l^c  ^ame  C*T»  ^lt^  c9ua*  affurance  as  to  its 
veracity,  was  for  many  years  aflerted  againft  the  noble 
.Lord  in  the  blue  ribband;  but  he  now  aflVres  you,  that  no 
fuch  influence  ever  existed  to  his  knowledge }  and  indeed 
his  Lordihip  mull  either  confefs  that  fuch  was  the  cafe,  or 
febferibe  to  \k\s  own  meaaaefs  (which  I  am  far  from  either 
imputing  or  believing)  in  continuing  to  act.  under  it ;  be* 
caufe  it  is  impoffible  for  any  Mimfter  to  fay,  when  be  is 
a£king  in  office,  that  provided  fecret  influence  exifts,  h$ 
does  not  feel  its  efie& ;  but  what  ftronger  aflurance  can  the  ,m 
party  who  affefib  this  fecret  influence  demand  during  th* 
period  *>f  Lord  North's  adminiftration,  than  his  own  afluT 
ranees  when  a&ing  in  the  moft  perfe&  concert  of  perpetual 
union,  and  willing  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent  cry  by 
every  infinuatiosi,  yet  when  palled  to  fpeafc  politively  as  tq 
his  own  period,  his  Lordfhip  is  forced  to  declare,  that 
this  accttfatiou  is  falfe  and  groumllefs  refpe&ing  himfelf? 

Are  not  we  bound  then  to  confider  it  as  falfp  and. grounds 
left  refpeftiug  others  until  fome  proqf  is  adduced  ?  Here, 
then,  as  impartial  judge,  declaring  rnyfelf  free  and  inder 
pendent,  without  any  political  engagements  whatfoever> 
I  call  upon  thofe  gentlemen  now,  as  I  have  done  frequent^ 
ly  iefore  during  thefe  difcufiions,  to  produce  me  the  proof 
of  the  fecret  influence  which  effected  the  late  change  of 
government,  If  I  fee  a  dead  body  with  many  defperate  and 
mfertal  wounds  fu$cient  to  account  for  thp  diflblufion,  (half 
I  IMten  to  the  insinuations  of  malicious  rufiians  who  pro* 
baihly  gave  the  iirokes,  that  the  perfon  had  died  of  poifoq 
feerctly  adminjftered  ?  I  wquld  as  foon  believe  }n  witch* 

Y  y  y  3  craft 
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israh  or  the  Cock -lane  ghoft,  as  to  think  that  the  late  Ad- 
ininiftration  was  diflblved  by  fecret  influence* 

By  all  the  accounts  which  the  complainants  publifli,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  open  and  an  avowed  proceeding : 
a  noble  Lord,  becoming  his  dignity  and  his  ftation,  fee* 
fng  the  fatal  confequehces  of  the  Eaft-India  bill,  both  to 
his  Majefty  and  his  fubje&s,  is  faid  to  have  demanded  an 
audience,  and  fully  explained  thofe  confequences.  The 
nobleman  was  enabled  to  relate  the  effects  Of  this  coverfa- 
tion  to  fome  of  his  friends,  which  naturally  led  firft  to  re- 
filling the  meafure  with  more  effect  \  aud  laftly,  to  the 
thange  of  Admini  ft  ration  in  the  only  way  on  which  Ad- 
minift  ration  can  with  propriety  be  altered.  To  deny  his 
Majofty  the  power  of  converfing  with  his  fubje&s,  fo  as  to 
form  a  new  arrangement  previous  to  his  turning  out  his 
then  fervants,  would  be  depriving  him  of  the  ^>ower  of  ever 
changing  his  Minifters,  when  perhaps  the  beft  fecurity  the 
public  pofiefs  of  their  being  induced  to  attend  to  the  public 
intereft,  is  the  profpect  before  their  eyes  that  they  may  be 
returned  to  the  mafs  of  the  people. 

The  gentlemen  around  me  have  talked  of  defertions, 
imputing  all  the  merit  of  fteadinefs  to  the  adherence  to 
men  in  whatever  tergiverfations  they  may  make.  Accor- 
ding to  my  political  creed,  whoever  delivers  up  bis  con- 
fidence and  his  opinion  to  the  will  of  another,  makes  over 
the  moft  precious  tnrft  which  God  has  delivered  to  him, 
ppon  a  fecurity  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  a  noble 
mind.  FriendOiip  with  men  growing  from  correfponding 
fentiments  is  always  to  be  cultivated,  and  never  flightly 
broken  ;  but  to  turn  like  a  poft  horfe,  to  run  the  mazes  of 
the  timid  hare,  to  go  as  directed,  and  follow  merely  as 
others  guide,  without  any  confeious  virtue  from  a  reditode 
-  of  conduct  arifing  from  the  conviction  of  our  own  will,  is 
a  fituatjon  fo  mean,  that  fuch  characters  (hall  receive  no 
praifes  from  me  in  ftating  their  confiftency.  To  hear  gen- 
tlemen talk  of  this  kind  of  defertion  and  to  forget  the  de- 
fertion  of  their  own  principles,  regiftered  and  recorded  to 
the  world,  deftroying  by  their  actions  of  1784,  all  that  they 
have  faid  or  done  in  1773,  is  one  of  thofe  proofs  of  politi- 
cal depravity  which  makes  men  fick  of  all  political  pur- 
suits, and  gives  thofe  opinions  to  the  public,  that  every 
man  is  equally  involved  in  the  purfuit  of  felf  intereft,  which 
is  productive  in  the  end  of  thofe  vicious  convulfions  to  be 
found  in  the  latter  ages  of  moft  of  the  great  empires  that 

have 
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have  exiffed  in  the  world,  to  which  period  I  am  afraid  tfcis 
country  is  haftening  with  too  rapid  ltrides.  In  fuch  a  di- 
lemma what  could  his  Mijefty  do,  or  thofe  of  bis  fubjeds 
who  faw  the  JEaft-India  bill  in  the  light  I'  have  defcribed- 
it  i  He  muft  either  change  his  Admiiiiftration,  taking  the 
chances  of  the  ftruggles  in  which  we  are  now  involved,  or 
fubmit  to  a  certain  evil  equal  in  the  bad  confequences  to 
any  thing  that  could  be  apprehended  from  thofe  ftruggles. 
It  was  juft  and  natural  to  believe,  that  the  good  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe,  upon  calm  reflection,  would  fupport  thofe  Mi- 
nisters who  fhould  ftep  forth  on  fuch  an  emergency  to  fave 
the  State  from  impending  ruin  ;  but  in  cafe  the  combina- 
tions of  power  are  fo  formed  that  they  cannot  be  ihaken 
from  their  purpofe  by  any  efforts  of  reafon  or  public  duty, 
his  Majefty,  in  my  opinion,  is  bound  to  refer  the  decifion  to 
his  people  before  he  fubmits  to  fuch  a  facrifice  of  the  rights 
of  his  Crown.  No  man  can  anfwer  for  the  effects  of  any 
political  decifion,  under  all  the  arts  that  are  pra£tifed  by 
defigning  men  when  a  ferment  is  raifed  in  the  community) 
but  as  far  as  one  can  venture  to  judge  from  the  conven- 
tion of  men  without  doors,  his  Majefty  cannot  fail  in  re- 
ceiving the  fnpport  of  his  fubjefts  in  a  controverfy  where 
their  intereft  is  as  much  concerned  as  his  own. 

In  confidering  the  other  point  of  the  queftion  under  -dif- 
cuffion,  I  muft  obferve,  that  I  think  it  has  been  equally 
mif-ftated.  We  all  acknowledge  his  Majefty  has  a  right 
to  change  his  Minifters,  and  I  have  (hewn  there  neve*  was 
a  jufter  caufe  to  exercife  that  power  ;  yet  we  feem  to  think 
our  inclinations  ought  to  have  been  previoufly  confulted. 
I  admit  that  no  government  can  go  on  when  a  majority 
of  this  Houfe  difapprove  of  the  King's  Minifters,  and  that 
he  muft  either  obtain  that  majority  in  the  exifting  Parlia- 
ment, or  try  the  fenfe  of  the  people  fairly  upon  a  diflblu- 
tion :  and  1  admit  alfo,  that  diffolutions,  efpecully  in  the 
middle  of  a  feffion,  and  particularly  in  the  prefent  moment, 
are  liable  to  great  and  ferious  confequences  5  but  I  men- 
tion at  the  fame  time,  that  a  rational  mind  muft  take  un- 
der its  confideration  all  the  circumftances,  to  determine- 
whether  the  blame  attending  fuch  a  meafure  is  owing  to 
the  perverfe  difpofition  of  Parliament,  or  to  his  Majefty'* 
government ;  for  though  I  admit,  as  I  faid  before,  that  the 
confidence  of  this  Houfe  is  necellary  to  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters, yet  that  confidence  is  neither  to  be  be  (lowed  nor 
withheld  from  caprice  or  partial  sffettiou.    We  have  a 

right 
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right  to  demand  his  Majefty  {hall  put  his  government  jato 
the  hand*  of  men  of  ability  and  integrity.  If  thefe  reqai* 
fites  are  to  be  found  in  the  King's  Miniftcrs,  and  the 
meafures  they  propofe  are  juft  and  honourable  in  them* 
felves,  it  is  the  heighth  of  fa&ion  to  cefufe  our  affeat  or 
fupport  to  fuch  men  whatever  our  connection*  may  be  with 
others.  Refpefting  the  prefent  Miniftcr,  who  will  deny 
his  ability  after  the  appearance  be  has*  made  in  the  prefent 
difcuflion?  Much  lefs  can  this  come  with  any  weight  from 
his  opponents,  who  are  forced  in  the  fpecches  they  have  (c~ 
verally  made  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  to  efte&  his  over- 
throw, without  a  trial  or  hearing,  to  acknowledge  iheic 
admiration  of  the  wonderful  talents  be  hat  daily  dif- 
played. 

Regarding  his  integrity  and  public  chara&er,  is  there 
any  perfon  that  (lands  fairer  in  thefe  refpe&e  with  the 
community  ?  Has  malice  tinged  his  reputation  with  any  vice 
or  infirmity,  or  any  unbecoming  conduft  that  can  fhadow 
the  luftre  of  the  parent,  whofe  ftation  he  has  taken  in  this 
Houfe  i  If  then  his  Majefty  has  made  choice  of  a  Mtniftcr 
of.  the  greateft  abilities  and  the  moft  fpotlefs  integrity, 
what  will  the  nation  at  large  fay  of  the  coadu£t  of  t|tis 
Houfe  who  will  not  even  hear  his  propofitions,  or  try  him 
by  his  meafures,  but  obftinately  adhere  to  force  the  authors 
of  the  Eaft-Indja  bill,  big  with  the  evils  I  have  described, 
int<?  his  Majeft/s  Cabinet,  to  mortify  his  private  feelings, 
and  deprive  his  crown  of  its  moft  valuable  prerogatives  i 
It  is  faid  indeed  that  this  oondud  is  to  fecure  our  own 
exiftence}  but  I  mud  again  and  again  declare  my  opinion, 
that  too  ftrenuous  an  interference  of  this  Houfe  to  prevent 
its  diflblution  is  little  fliort  of  a  bill  to  continue  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliament,  becaufe  if  it  is  once  admitted,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  may  do  wrong  on  afiuming  executive  autho- 
rity, or  taking  privileges  to  themfelves  inconfiftent  with 
the  conftitution,  there  is  no  remedy  left  to  correQ  this  evil 
but  a  diflblution.     Hiftory  (hows  that  the  tyranny  of  the 
many  is  worfe  than  the  tyranny  of  the  few ;  and  if  it  is 
once  eftabliftied,  by  repeated  addreffes  they  can  perpetuate 
their  exiftence,  no  diflblution  can  take  place,  and  conse- 
quently both  the  King  and  the  people  are  left  remedikfiu 
General  Rofs  was  upon  his  legs— when  Mr.  Sheridan 
rofe  to  order. 
Mr.  Sheri*      Mr.  Sheridan  faid  he  thought  it  right  to  inform  the  ho- 
***•  nourablc  General  that  he  ought  not  to  mention  die  name 
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of  the  noble  Lord  in  a  Committee ;  he  could  only  do  it  in 
the  Houfe.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  he  by  no  means  appro- 
Ted  of  thofe  who  had  been  adverfe  to  every  thing  fair  and 
teafonable,  all  of  a  fudden  turning  fhort,  and  affecting  great 
earneftnefs  to  promote  enquiry.  With  regard  to  the  motion, 
he  faid  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  Why  did  not  the  noble 
Earl,  who  had  been  fo  often  alluded  to  of  late,  come  fairly 
within  the  bar,  as  other  noble  Lords  had  done  at  different 
periods  of  our  hiftory  before  him,  and  fulfil  the  promife  given 
to  that  Houfe  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  \his  relation)  a 
few  weeks  finee,  when  it  had  been  declared,  that  he  had  given 
bade  the  feals  he  had  received  into  his  Majefty's  hands,  and 
returnfed  to  a  private  ftation,  in  order  to  make  himfeif  com* 
pletely  amenable  to  any  enquiries  into  his  condu£r,  that  Houfe, 
might  think  proper  to  inftitute?  The  noble  Earl  might  in 
that  fituatioh  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  clearing  (lis  cha- 
racter, by  anfwering  to  fuch  queftions  as  (hould  be  put  to 
him  on  the  veracity  of  a  gentleman ;  he  would  not  fay  on  the 
honour  of  a  rtobleman,  becaufe  he  might  then  be  fufpe&ed  of 
meaning  to  utter  a  fatire  on  the  Peerage. 

Mr.ffajpy,  as  Chairman,  cautioned  General  RofsflgainftMr.Huffey. 
then  declaring  the  name  of  the  noble  Lord  in  queftion,  in* 
forming  him,  that  he  might  do  it  in  the  Houfe,  when  the 
Houfe  was  refumed,  if  he  thought  proper. 

General  Rofs  rbfe,and  thanked  Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  Gen.  Rof* 
Chairman  for  their  information ;  but  he  declared  it  had  not 
been  hit  intention  to  have  mentioned  the  noble  Lord's  name, 
even  had  he  not  been  cautioned  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  been.  The  General  declared,  that  what  he  had  related 
to  the  Houfe  as  a  very  efttraotdhiary  convention  that  had 
palled  between  a  noble  Lord  (a  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber) 
and  him,  relative  to  his  vote  in  that  Houfe,  had  not  pafled 
in  any  fort  of  confidence,  though  it  might  be  faid  to  Have 
pafled  in  private,  there  having  been  no  perfon  in  the  room  at 
the  time,  but  the  noble  Lord,  a  little  child,  and  himfeif. 
The  General  faid  a  great  deal  more,  which  we  could  not 
diftin&ly  hear. 

Mr.  ynibtrforce,  with  great  warmth,  reprobated  /Mr.  Fox'*  Mr.  wji. 
former  bill  relative  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  declaring,  that  had  it  Uxr°TC^ 
pafled,  he  was  convinced  it  would  have  proved  the  death 
Warrant  of  the  Conftitution.    Mr.  Wilberforce  faid  a  great  * 
deal  about  Mr.  Pitt's  coming  into  office  in  times  of  trouble 
and  difficulty.    His  right  honourable  friend,  he  declared,  did 
not  look  up  to  eafe  and  emolument  folely,  as  the  right  hon- 
ourable gentleman  oppofite  to  him  had  done,  when  he  ca**fe 

into 
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into  office.  He  was  another  fort  of  patriot,  and  conGdered 
the  good  of  his  country  and  the  falvation  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  as  matters  of  infinitely  greater  moment  than  his  own 
perfonal  interefU.  Mr.  Wflberforce  purfued  his  panegyric 
for  fome  minutes  in  terms  of  great  eloquence. 

Mr.  For,  Mr.  Fox  replied,  and  charged  Mr,  Pitt  with  having  come 
into  office  upon  unconftitutional  grounds,  and  upon  fuch 
principles  as  were  di (graceful  to  himfelf,  difgufting  to  the 
country,  and  fuch  as  mud  neceflarily  deprive  hjtn  and  bis 
coadjutors  of  the  confidence  of  that  Houle,  without  which 
no  Mini/try  could  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs.  He  (aid, 
they,  had  taken  the  Government  as  an  experiment  to  gratify 
the  purpofes  of  their  mad  and  ungovernable  ambition ;  that 
they' were  attempting  theories  and-  fpeculations  on  theCon- 
ititution,  which  it  behoved  that  Houfe  to  guard  agaiaft  the 
mifchief  of.  That  the  refolution  then  under  coniideratioa 
was  adapted  to  effect  that  falutary  purpofe ;  and  thofe  which 
had  preceded  it  had  been  of  the  fame  compaction,  and  cal- 
culated to  anfwer  the  fame  end.  He  added  other  arguments 
to  convince  the  other  fide,  that  every  thing  of  violence  lately 
reforted  to,  arofe  folely  from  their  rafh,  inconfiderate,  and 
~  imprudent  conduct. 

Mr.  Wil-         Mr.  fVilberforce  replied,  and  defended  his  right  honourable 

beiforce.       frjen(j  from  fa  charge. 

Ifr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  and  ftated,  that  he  had  taken  upon  him  the 
government  of  the  country  upon  one  fingle,  plain,  intelli- 
gible principle,  by  which  he  defired  to  {land  or  fell  wkh  the 
people,  viz.  to  fave  the  country  from  the  India  Bill,  which 
threatened  deftruction  to  its  liberties.  That  his  conduct  was 
uniform  and  intelligible,  and  that  the  nation  and  the  world 
wo\dd  underitand  and  applaud  it. 

Ifr.ErJkine.      Mr.  Erjkitu  in  anfwer  faid,  that  though  he  was  afraid  it 
was  not  very  refpectf al  to  the  Houfe  to  believe  that  it  could 
poffibly  be  impofed  upon  by  fair  words,  in  oppofition  to  the 
,  fouieft  conduct,  he  would  not  fuffer  the  right  honourable 

gentleman  to  walk  pff  the  flage  as  the  faviour  of  that  coun- 
try, which  he  feemei  intent  to  infult  and  to  ruin.  That, 
after  the  inconfiftencies  of  the  day,  he^  was  not  furprifed  that 
he  fliould  aflert  the  India  Bill  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  his 
affuming  the  government ;  but  he  fliould  be  furprifed  if  any 
'  body  believed  him.  He  had  aflerted  it  already,  without  find- 
ing any  credit  from  him.  No  man  of  common  fenie,  at 
lea  A  no  man  of  common  memory,  would  believe  him,  who 
had  heard  him  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  times  declaim  upon 
his  determined  purpofe  to  deflroy  the  government  founded 

on 


A.  17S4.  D    E    B    AT    E    S.  5^7 

a&n  the  coalition,  even  before  the  India  Bill  was  heard  of.     He 
xould  not,  as  he  faid,  a&  with  the  coalition,  becaufe  of  the 
obnoxious  principles  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband ; 
-and  yet  he  flew  at  the  fame  moment  with  fuch  eager  em- 
braces into  the  arms  of  the  learned  Lord  Advocate,  as  if  he 
had  been  attached  to  him  by  -magnetifm.    He  fuppofed  it  was 
iwing  to  a  fort  of  political  methodrfm  which  operated  by 
&ith  to  the  total  exclufion  of  works,  by  which  the  moft  ob- 
durate finner  might  be  converted  in  a  moment  without  giving 
up  any  of  the  amufements  of  the  flefli,  and  which  of  courle 
-entitled  the  learned  gentleman,  on  his  fudden  and  myfterious 
conversion,  to  the  do&rine  of  political  regeneration  and  re- 
formation, to  a  forgivenefs  of  his  fins,  though  not  yet  purged 
•of  the  original  damning  fins  of  influence  and  Starvation.     He 
faid,  it  was  an  affront  to  human  reafon  to  fay,  that  it  was  in- 
continent  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  a&  in  con- 
cert with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  was  yet  in 
clofe  councils  with  the  more  learned  Lord  Thurlow,  and  the 
Lord  GoWer.     Though,  perhaps,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  fay,  that  he  had  arranged  himfelf  with  the  two 
laft  Lords,  to  give  the  more  certain  effe&  toward  his  plan 
/or  the  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people ;  and  that 
as  that  great  ©bjeft  was  the  ruling  feature  of  his  political  life, 
<he  had  agreed  to  overlook  all  lefler  differences,  to  fecure  that 
hearty  and  cordial  union  which  the  notorious  opinions  of 
4hefe  noble  perfons  would  be  fure  to  afford  him  in  the  Ca- 
binet.    [The  Houfe  laughed.]     He  faid,  lie  -did  not  wonder 
the  Houfe  laughed ;  that  he  fhould  indeed  adrmre  the  rigi- 
•dity  of  that  man's  mufoles  who  could  withstand  the  childilh, 
impertinent  inconfiftencies,  in  thofe  political  pailions  and 
aver  fions,  to  which,  however,  the  interefts  of  this  miferable 
.devoted  country  were  to  be*  (acrifioed.     The  coalition  was 
the  mean  mafque  of  their  ambition,  under  which  they  lay  in 
wait  to  ieize  the  firft  plaufible  moment  of  mifchief,  which 
naturally  prefented  itfelf  in  a  wile,  vigorous  meafure,  opert 
from  its  decrfive  wifdom,  to  the  honeft  prejudices  of  the 
vvdgar.     Before  the  India  Bill  prefented  itfeif,  it  was  the 
only  topic  of  opposition ;  but  which  being  now  worn  thread- 
bare, and  expofed  to  ridicule,  they  were  obliged  to  take  up 
-the  India  Bill ;  the  aft,  not  of  his  excellent  friend  Mr.  Fox, 
but  of  the  Houfe  itfelf,  and  then  had  the  effrontery  to  come 
-down  and  ftate  to  the  very  Houfe  that  paffed  it,  that  he  had  ' 
-become  Minifler  to  fave  his  country  from  the  ruin  of  their 
meafwes,  and  hoped  for  their  fupport  to  enable  him  to  revile 
and  expafe  them.    Much  had  been  talked  of  temper ;  he  wa« 
Vol.  XIL  Zzz  a/liamed 
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affiamed  of  his  own  moderation,  and  of  the  patience  of  the 
Houfe  on  a  fubjed  whjch  called  for  the  referttment  of  the 
people,  which  they  could  not  in  juftice  difappoint. 
MrJ>ond«i.  Mr*  Dundas  role  and  faid,  he  would  only  refer  the  Houfe 
to  the  hour  of  the  morning,  (then  pail  fix)  as^an  argument 
.  againft  their  voting  in  an  Kafty,  a  rafh,  and  a  precipitate 
manner,  a  motion  fo  obfcurely  worded,  fo  ""dark,  and  fo  am- 
biguous, that  it  was  not  eafy  to  guefs  at  whom  it  was  point- 
ed, or  upon  what  grounds  it  was  that  it  jefted.  After  having 
/aid  this,  Mr.  Dundas.  went  into  a  warm  and  fevere  perfonal 

SLttack  on  Mr.  Fox  on  acpount  of  his  bill;    that  had  been 
ateiy  thrown  out  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,-  urging  bis  condud 
in  that  particular  as  the  groynd  on  which  his  Majefty  had 
4iifmiffed  him  and  the  reil  of  the  labe  Administration  from  his 
councils,  and  called  his  right  honourable  friend  near  him  into 
office.     He  branded  the  bill  as  an  experiment  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  with  a  view  to  put  the  Crown  on  his 
own  head,  andgrafp  into  his1  hands  for  ever,  a  degree  of  in- 
ilnence  foreign  to  the  Conilitution,  and  yrhich  would  raife 
Jiim  to  an  eminence  of  power  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Sove- 
reign.    Mr.  Dundas  repeated  the  idea  of  -the  bill's  being  an 
experiment  to  place  .the  Crown  on  the  head  of  an  individual 
more  than  once,  and  pointed  it  yi  a  manner  peculiarly  mark- 
ing.   Before  he  fat  down,  he  urged  the  neceffity  of  ditcn&ng 
~  fo  important  a  motion  as  that  under  confideration,  at  a  fober 
Jbour^  and  with   the  mm  oft  temper  and  moderation;   and 
•affigned  it  as  a  reafon  for  moving  the  queftion  of  adjourn- 
jpent,  by  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  refolption  for  th£  pre- 
fent.      He  concluded  with  a  motion   that  the  Chairmaa 
leave  the  chair. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  rofe  with  fome  degree  pf  warmth,  declaring  that 
however  it  might  be  the  inclination  of  the  learned  gentleman 
to  affront  him  by  the  grofleft  perfonal  attacks,  l\e  Jnould  not 
infult  the  Houfe  without  proper  notice  being  taken  of  the  in- 
sults he  had  dared  to  caft  upon  the  Houfe.    His  perfonalitics 
to  him  he  mod  thoroughly  defpifed -,  he  neverthelefs  would 
not  fuller  him  to  declare  that  he  had  made  an  experiment  to 
put  the  Crown  upon  his  head,  without  denying  in  the  tnoft 
dire&  and  pofitive  terms,  that  be  bad  attempted  in  any  (hape 
whatever  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  power,  or  patronage,  or  emo- 
lument.   The  bill  to  which  the  learned  gentleman  had  allu- 
ded, was  not  his  bill,  it  was  (he  bill  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.   He  had  originally  propofed  it  indeed,  bpt  the  Houfe 
had  adopted  it,  and  made  it  their  own.    A  large  majority  had 
carried  it  through,  and  it  bad  paffed  ihe  Houfe.    With  regard 
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to  the  power,  the  patronage,  and  the  emolument,  what 
power,  what  patronage,  what  emolument  did  it  confer  on 
him  ?  None.  Not  an  atom.  It  had  been  faid,  indeed,  that 
the  feven  Commifftoners  were  of  his  nomination.  True, 
they  were,  but  if  he  had  not  named  perfons  every  way- 
unexceptionable,  did  not  the  learned  gentleman  know  his 
nomination  would  not  have  been  of  the  leaft  avail  t  With 
regard  alio  to  the  learned  gentleman's  declaration,  that  the 
bill  created  a  new  influence  unknown  to  the  Conftitution* 
the  aflertion  had  been  combated,  and  overthrown  again  and 
again.  It  did  no  more  than  this,  it  prevented  a  large  and 
a  dangerous  degree  of  influence  from  going  into  the  hands  of 
the  Crown,  and  lodged  it  where  it  was  moll  fafe,  in  that 
Houfe,  and  it  eftabliSied  a  permanent  fyftem,  not  liable  to 
be  afieded  by  any  change  ot  Adminiftration,  and  thus  de- 

-  feated  in  the  very  trial.  What  was  the  new  bill,  the  bill  to 
be  brought  in  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  boafted 
Minifter  of  the  Crown,  to  do?  If  that  bill  were  founded  on 
the  proportions  publifhed  by  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  * 
Eaft-India  Company,  it  would  continue  anarchy  abroad, 
and  create  no  ftabihty  of  Government  at  home.  It  would 
neither  give  peace,  happinefs,  nor  fecurity  to  thirty  millions 
of  fubje&s  in  India,  nor  would  it  produce  any  thing  like 
vigour  or  energy  ia  the  adminiftration  of  Indian  affairs  at 
home.  Bet  ween,  the  two  bills  therefore  there  could  be  no 
comparifon.  The  bill  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  learned' 
gentleman  had  attacked  with  the  utmoft  afperity.  What  he 
had  faid  was  a  grols  infult  upon  that  Houfe,  though  un- 
doubtedly he  had  meant  it  merely  as  an  affront  upon  him. 
He  might  affront  him  as  much  as  he  pleafed,  but  common1 
decency  required  that  he  fliouid  treat  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
raons  with  lefs  indignity. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  it  was  extremely  eafy  for  the  right  ho~Mr.D«adi| 
nourable  gentleman,  with  a  majority  at  his  back,  to  draw 
down  the  indignation  of  the  Houfe  on  his  head,  or  on  that 
of  any  individual  member,  under  the  pretence  of  having  in-* 
fulted  the  Houfe ;  but  confcious  as  he  was  of  his  own  inno- 

*  ccnce,  as  to  any  the  moft  diftant  intention  of  that  kmd,  he 
ihould  ever  reiift  fuch  an  unjuft  attempt  to  leflen  him  in 
the  good  opinion  of  thofe,  whofe  favourable  judgment  he  • 
was,  on  all  occafions,  anxious  to  folicit.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  if  he  had,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and  in  the  zeal 
of  fincerity  and  convidion,  puttied  his  argument  farther 
than  he  ought  to  have  done,  or  ufed  ftronger  words  than 
the  o<$ aftm  might  be  thought  to  warrant,  he  could  only 
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plead  the  example  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  him-' 
felf,  under  whole  fandtion  he  had  little  fear  of  any  confe- 
rences that  might  enfue.  Had  the  Houfe  forgot  what  for 
twelve  years  together  had  been  the  language  of  the  tight  bo- 
'  nourable  gentleman  ?  Had  they  forgot  the  American*  warr 
and  all  the  vaii  variety  of  topic*  di  leu  fled  in  the  courfe  of 
that  twelve  years,  during  which,  on  no  occafion  had  the 
right  honourable  .gentleman  fpared  thole  whom  he  bad  found 
it  convenient  to  attack  in  the  rnoft  open,  the  mod  unquali- 
fied, and  the  moil  bitter  language  ?  Sure  he  was,  he  had  heard 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  again  and  again  exercifing 
his   talent    of  this  fort,   and  to  that  day  the  honourable 

fentleman  made  no  fcruple  to  attack  him  without  any  te- 
jrve  whatever.  The  right  bonousable  gentleman  talked  of 
his  meaning  to  affront  hkiK  He  could  not  believe  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  any  fuch  idea.  Certain  he  was, 
he  had  not  a  thought  of  that  kind  in  his  mind,  nor  had  fuch 
a  thought  eves  entered  his  imagination.  In  return  for  pub- 
lic attacks  on  him,  he  had  endeavoured  to  retort  on  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  fhould  continue  to  atk  ex- 
actly in  the  fame  manner,  as  often  as  %  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  gave  him  caufe  (o  to  do/  Mr.  Oundas  added 
snore  arguments  in  his  ufual  manly  way,  and  concluded 
with  a  repetition  of  his  objections  to  the  motion. 

After  farther  debate*  the  Committee  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment. 

Ayes,  142;    —    Noes>  196.    Majority  of  noes*  54. 
The  resolution  was  then  moved  and  carried.. 
As  foon  as  this  was  over,  the  Chairman  was  directed  to 
leport  the  Refolutions  to  the  Houfe  immediately,  and  afk 
leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Houie  being  refamed,  the  refolat ton*  wefe  reported, 
r  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to.. 

Mr.  Fas.         Mr.  Fox  then  moved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  ftateof 

the  nation  fit  again  next  Wedneftlay,  to-morrow. 

The  Right       The  Right  Hon,  IV.  Pitt  gave  notice  that  he  mould,  to- 

Hon.  Wm,  morrow*  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  India  bilk    He 

lW*  afterwards  delivered  the  meflage  from    the  King  to   the 

Speaker,  who   read  it  from  the  chair.     The  purport  of  it 

was,  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  on  account  of  the  river 

Wefer  being  frozen  vp,  and  its  navagation  rendered  unpaf- 

fable,  two  regiments  of  Heflian  troops  had  been  obliged  to 

be  difembarked  and  landed,  and  diftributed  in  barracks  at 

1  Dover,  Canterbury,  Chatham,  and  Portfowuth.     That  his 

Majeiiy  had  given  efpecul  dire&ion*  that  u  fooii  a*  the 

.       ,  naviga- 


I- 


A.  1784.  DEBATES*  541 

iiavagation  of  the  Wefer  was  open,  the  two  regiments  in 
queftion  fhould  be  again  embarked,  and  immediately  fent 
home  to  Germany. 

^January  14. 

About  a  quarter  after  four  o'clock  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  M*.  c&» 
rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in\his  bill  for  the  better  re-  «UwPitt» 
filiation  of  the  government  in  India.  He  rofe,  he  faid,  in 
performance  of  his  engagement  to  the  public  and  to  the 
Houfe,  and  to  difcharge  that  duty  which  was  indefpenfable  . 
to  him  in  the  fitaation  which  he  held.  He  was  neither  de- 
terred by  the  circumftances  of  the  timer  nor  the  appearance 
of  the  agitation  of  that  aflembiy,  from  rifing  to  move  for 
the  introdu&ion  of  a  new  bill  for  fettling  the  government 
of  India,  becaufe  he  knew  it  to  be  the  molt  immediate  con- 
cern of  the  country,  and  that  which  before  all  other 
things  called  for  the  confideration  of  Parliament.  He  was 
aware  that  In  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  time,  any 
propofition  that  came  from  him  was  not  likely  to  be  treated 
with  much  lenity  ;  and  indeed,  from  what  he  had  heard,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  apprehend,  not  likely  to  be  treated  by 
certain  perfons  with  impartiality  or  juflice :  for  they  had 
already  excited  a  clamour  againft  what  they  conceived  to  be 
his  ideas,  .and  had  already  condemned  without  knowing  his 
fvftem.  They  had  taken  up  certain  refolutions  pafTed  by 
the  Proprietors  of  Eafl-India  flock,  and  had  faicL  that  a 
fyflem  founded  upon  them  muft  neceflarily  be  oefe&ive,  ' 
muft  neceflarily  be  charged  with  more  influence,  accompa- 
nied with  Iefs  energy,  than  the  bill  which  had  been  rejected. 
He  knew  the  triumph  which  he  fhould  afford  to  a  certain 
defer  ipt  ion  of  men,  when  he  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the 
plan  which  he  propofed  to  fubmit  to  Parliament  was  chiefly 
founded  on  the  refolutions  of  the  Proprietor  of  India  flock, 
and  that  his  ideas  in  all  the  great  points  coincided  with 
theirs.  He  anticipated  in  his  mind  the  clamour  which  would 
take  place  on  this  difcovery,  and  the  vociferous  acclamations 
of '  thofe  gentlemen  ranged  behind  the  right  honourable 
member,  whofe  fignals  they  were  always  difpofed  to  obey, 
and  whofe  mandates  they  were  always  ready  to  execute. 
He  perfe&ly  underftood  the  nature  of  their  conduit  j  he 
knew  well  how  capable  they  would  be  of  deciding  on  the 
fubje&,  from  the  notices  they  would  receive,  and  how 
eagerly  they  would  embrace  the  opinion  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  give  them;  but  he  was  not  to  be 
intimidated  from  undertaking  what  he  conceived  to  be  for 
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the  inter* ft  of  bis  coonfry ;  and  to  the  crime  which  was  al« 
ledged  againft  him  he  pleaded  guilty.  He  corrfefled  bnnfetf 
to  be  fo  miferably  weak  and  irrefolute,  as  not  to  venture  to 
introduce  a  bill  into  that  Houfe  on  the  foundations  of  vio- 
lence and  entrenchment.  He' acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  fo 
weak  as  to  pay  refpedb  to  the  chartered  rights  of  men,  and 
that  in  propoling  a  new  fyftera  of  gorernrtient  and  regula- 
tion, he  did  not  difdain  to  confult  with  thofe,  who  having 
the  greateft  ftake  in  the  matter  to  be  new-modeled,  were 
likely  to  be  the  beft  capable  of  giving  him  advice.  He  ac- 
knowledged the  enormous  tranfgreflficm  of  a&ing  with  their 
confertt,  rather  than  by  violence,  and  that  in  the  bill  which 
he  propofed  to  move  for,  he  had  governed  himfelf  by  the 
ideas  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Eaft-India  flock,  and  by  the 

,  fenfe  and  wifdom  of  thofe  men  who  were  moft  habituated 
to  the  confidefation  of  the  fubje&,  as  well  as  the  moft  in- 
terefled  in  it. 

He  gave  to  his  opponents  all  the  advantage  which  this 
view  of  the  fubjedr.  could  confer  with  perfect  chearfulnefs. 
His  plan  was  really  founded  on  the  resolutions  which  the 
Houfe  had  feen  in  the  public  newfpapcrs,  and  he  acted  in 
concurrence  with  the  (Sentiments  of  the  general  proprietary. 
He  had  not  dared  to  digeft  1  bill  without   confaltation, 

^  which  was  to  violate  chartered  rights  fan&ified  by  parlia- 
mentary a#s ;  he  had  not  ventured  to  conceive  that  any 
plan,  which  fhould  ere£l  in  this  country  a  fyftcm  unknown 
to  the  Conftitution,  would  be  ever  embraced  by  any  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  or  that  a  fcheme  of  new  and  uncontroalable 
influence,  in  the  hands  of  new  and  unconftitutronal  charac- 
ters, would  be  fuflered  to  have  an  eftabliftimdnt,  fince 
fuch  a  fcheme  muft  give  the  death  blow  to  our  frame  of  go- 
vernment. He  had  taken  notice  of  the  obje&ions  ftarted  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  before  he  had  heard  his  plan, 
and  accepted  by  his  followers  with  the  fame  hafte  and  the 
fame  decency ;  he  had  heard  him  alledee,  that  his  plan  was 
calculated  to  give  as  much  or  more  influence  to  the  Crown 

.  than  the  bill  which  had  been  rejected ;  and  that  it  was  not 
calculated  to  produce  the  falutary  confequences  to  this  coun- 
try, or  to  India,  which  his  bill  would  have  certainly  done. 
Tnefe  were  the  imputations  which  had  been  brought  againft 
it  befof e  it  was  known,  and  the  Houfe  were  now  to  en* 
quire  into  the  truth  of  the  aflertion.  He  wtihed  to  be 
tried  by  Coffiparifon.  He  challenged  the  trial  by  that  ted, 
and  be  faid  be  trufted  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  even 
<ifcumftanced  as  it  now  was,  he  trufted  to  their  fiornefs  and 
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impartiality, 'that  if  they  found  the  provifioos  of  his  bijl  as 
effe&ual,  with  lefs  violence,  affording  as  rigorous  a  fyftem 
of  control  with  lefs  poffihilky  of  influence,  fequriog  the 
po&ffions  of  the  Eaft  to  the  public,  without  confifcatiog  ' 
the  property  of  the  Company,  and  beneficially  changing  the 
nature  of  this  defective  Govern  meat  without  entrenching  oa 
the  chartered  rights  of  men,  they  would  give  him  2  manly 
liberal,  and  i'ucce&ful  Support,  without  enquiring  what 
party  oi  men,  or  what  fide  .of  the  Houfe  was  to  be  maio- 
tained  on  the  occaiion»  He  fruited  they  would  not  love 
his  plan  lefs  for  being  with  out  violence,  for  being  deftitute 
of  die  rapidity,  the  grafping  principle,  the  enormous  influ- 
ence, the  Inordinate  ambition,  the  unconftttNttonal  tenden- 
cies of  the  bill  which  had  been  rejected.  He  trotted  alio 
they  would  find  that  he  had  not  objected  to  the  bill  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  from  motives  of  capricious,  or 
of  perfonal  apportion,  ox  that  he  was  now  to  feduce  them 
into  the  approbation  of  a  measure  more  fpecioufly  coloured, 
but  in  truth  ftolen  from  that  to  which  be  had  denied  Jfais 
.aflenjt. 

He  was  not  much  afFe£led  with  the  cla&our  that  his  was 
to  be  a  half  meafure — a  palliative— although  he  .had  fo 
loudly  deprecated  half  meafures  and  palliatives  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  feffion.  Half  meafure  was  the  watch  word  of 
the  day.  He  ftiould  not  be  affected  with  this  charge,  tf  by 
that  was  meant,  that  every  meafure  whioh  did  not  proceed 
to  the  violation  of  charters  and  the  confifcajtion  of  property, 
was  a  half  meafure.  If  he  could  only  avoid,  the  imputation 
of  erefting  a  fyflam  of  power  new  and  unknown  in  the 
country,  to  the  extinction  of  the  Company  and  the  danger 
of  the  Conftitution,  he  would  not  be  difpleafed  to  hear  his 
plan  receive  the  appellation  of  a  half  meafure.  But  he 
trufted,  that  in  the  expofition  of  the  principles  of  his  plan, 
and  of  the  provifions,  they  would  find  reafons  to  go  with 
him  in  thinking,  that  without  materially  entrenching  on  the 
Company,  and  without  deviating  from  the  practice  of  the 
Conftitution,    a  fcheme  of  government  jmight  be  framed,  1 

lefs  overbearing,  and  equally  efficacious.  Whatever  might 
be  its  reception,  however,  he  fhould  have  the  heart-felt  pfea- 
fure  of  knowing  that  he  had  difcharged  his  duty  confeien- 
tioufly  ;  and  he  profeficd,  that  he  was  infinitely  more  eager 
to  fee  a  fair,  folid,  and  efle&ual  fyftqm  eftablifhed,  than 
that  he  fhould  he  the  perfon  to  propofe  it,  as  he  was  really 
more  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  than  for 
the  aggrandizement  of  himfelf. 

The 
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The  general  obje&s  to  be  looked  to  and  provided  lor  in 
the  formation  of  a  fyftem  for  India  were  chiefly  thefe : 

The'  concerns  of  this  country  in  India,  in  the  various 
confiderations  to  which  they  branched  ;  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary government ;  the  revenues ;  the  commerce  ;  the  great 
ample  territorial  poffeffions,  which,  though  they   had  been 
long  acquired,  had  never  yet  been  finally  fettled  :  theicwere 
-  claims  to  be  afcertained,  and  interefts  to  be  divided.    The 
bappinefs  of  the  natives  was  to  be  ftudied ;  the  connexion 
between  the  commerce  and  the  territorial  government  was  to 
be  maintained ;  and,  laft  of  all,  they  were  to  consider  what 
-were  likely  to  be  the  etikGts  pf  the  government  of  India 
on  the  government  of  Great  Britain  ;  how  it  might  aflrtt 
our  Conftitution  in  point  of  influence,  and  bow  it  might 
be  rendered  at  once  vigorous  and  unalarming. 

Thefe  were  the  obje£b  to  be  conGdered,  and  furelv  the 
Houfe  would  go  with  him  in  faying,  they  were  moil  im- 
portant. The  poffeffions  in  India  were  great  and  ample-, 
tkey  could  not  be  maintained  but  with  btoad  and  extenfive 
eftablifhments ;  they  contained  an  immenfe  number  of  the 
human  race,  for  whofe  happinefs  it  behoved  us  by  every 
call  of  humanity  and  policy  to  provide;  and  there  was  the 
utmoft  neceffity  of  framing  a  fyftem  which  fhould  at  once 
preferve  the  connection  and  the  diftinftion  between  the 
territories  and  the  commerce.  This  was  particularly  diffi- 
cult, and  indeed  the  whole  bufmefs  was  of  fo  complicated 
a  kind*  that  it  required  all  the  wifdom,  all  the  experience, 
and  all  the  confideration  of  Parliament. 

Any  plan  which  he  or  any  man  could  fugged  for  the  go- 
vernment of  territories  fo  extenfive  and  fo  remote  mult  be 
inadequate-;  nature  and  fate  had  ordained  in  unalterable 
decrees,  that  governments  to  be  maintained  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  mud  be  inadequate  to  their  end.  In  the  phUofophy 
of  politics  fuch  a  government  mud  be  declared  irrational; 
it  mud  be  dechred  at  thc»beft  to  be  inconvenient  to  the 
.  mother  and  fupreme  power,  oppreflivc  and  inadequate  to 
the  neceflities  of  the  governed.  In  fuch  a  fcene  there  coulJ 
be  formed,  there  could  be  imagined  no  theoretical  perfec- 
tion —  It  mud  be  a  choice  of  inconveniencies,  and  there- 
fore he  trufted  that  in  the  examination  of  the  ideas  which 
he  fhould  throw  out,  the  Houfe  would  take  into  their  view 
4  the  difficulties,  and  always  remember,  that  whatever  was 
fujggefted,  however  fpecious,  however  proraifing,  it  mui 
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be  tried  by  the  event  rather  than  by  fpeculation.  The  ge* 
neral  ideas  which  he  had  thrown  out,  and  the  objects 
which  he  had  defcribed  to  be  in  view,  would  ferve  the 
Houfe  as  land-marks  to  guide  them  in  the  consideration, 
and  they  would  examine  how  far  his  propositions  werfc  cal- 
culated to  anfwer  the  obje£t. 

In  the  fir  ft  place  then,  the  political  concerns  of  this 
country  in  India,  that  is,  the  civil  and  military  govern- 
ment of  India  —  the  political  eft abli foments— the  political 
fyftem  —  the  collection  of  the  revenues  —  and,  to  give  it 
one  fhort  and  general  definition,  the  imperial  dominion 
of  our  territories  in  the  Eaft,  ought  to  be  placed  under 
other  control  than  that  of  the  Company  of  merchants  in 
.Leadenhall- Street:— but  the  change  ought  to  be  made  with 
as  little  violence  as  poffible;  it  ought  to  be  made  by  the 
conviftion  of  the  Company,  and  not  by  violence.  In  this 
the  Proprietary  agreed  with  him.  The  firft  bufinefs  then, 
was  to  take  care  that  this  Should  be  made  an  effe&ual  con- 
trol, and  it  was  his  clear  idea,  that  this  control  could  not 
with  fafety  or  propriety  be  placed  in  any  other  hands  than 
thofe  of  the  genuine  and  legitimate  executive  power  of  the 
Constitution. 

His  next  principle  was,  that  the  commerce  of  the  Com* 
pany  Should  be  left  as  much  as  poSEble  to  their  own  fuper- 
intendance.  This  was  an  idea  which  mult  ftrike  every 
thinking  man ;  for  commerce  ought  always  to  be  left  to 
the  merchant,  unfhackled,  unembarrafled  by  interferences 
which  might  impede  its  current,  and  diminifh  its  fecurity. 
In  this  however  there  was  a  consideration  to  be  attended  to* 
The  commerce  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  was  of  a  mixed  * 
nature.  It  was  involved  with  revenue,  and  it  would  be  re- 
quisite that  a  provision  fhould  be  made  for  distinguishing 
between  what  was  merely  commercial  and  what  was  mixed, 
that  under  the  colour  of  commercial  ads  or  commercial 
regulation  the  politics  of  India  Should  not  be  affe&ed. 

His  next  principle  was  to  prevent  capricious  effe£ts  on 
the  constitution  of  Britain  from  the  government  of  India* 
In  providing  for  this  principle,  very  great  delicacy  was  to  be 
ufed  in  the  nature,  quality  and  extent  of  the  jpowers  to  bt 
given  to  the  governments  in  India.  The  fervants  in  India, 
snuft  obey  the  controlling  power  at  home-,  but  (till,  in  re* 
gard  to  the  diftance  from  the  controlling  power,  care  mult 
be  taken  to  arm  them  with  fuch  difcretionary  authority  aft 
fhould  leave  energy  and  vigour  for  all  the  purpofci  of  good 
Vol.  XII.  4  A  •  and 
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and  ftibftantial  government,  fufficterittbfecure  the  happi- 
nefs  of  tlie  natives ;  'the  ftcurity  df  the  commerce  and  the 
fiofl'effions,  but  at  the  fame  time  fo  limited  as  to  reftrain 
inordinate  ambition  —  to  crufh  oppreffive  rapacity  —  to 
extinguifli  the  jobbing  of  adventure  —  and  to  eftablifli  true 
anji  equitable  government. 

Ifle  underftood  well  tfhat  it  was  more  eafy  to  exhibit 
•  principled  than  adopt  provifions;  anfl  he  only  exhibited 
thefe  principles  to  ferve  as  land-marks  to  the  f-loufc  in  the 
examination  of  his  provifions,  for  he  fhould  fuccced  or  fail 
Jn  hU  pWn  inTo  far  as  be  reached  or  came  (hart  of  thefe 
ideas. 

The  firft  point  then  in  the'plan  was  to  afcerftmi  fh*  de- 
gree of  control  which  fliould  be  eftabllflied  over  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  h'ailds  in  which  that  coritrol  fhould  bepliccd. 
The  degree  of  controllhoul-d  amount  to  the  government  of 
the  civil  and  milirary  Concerns  and  of  the  tevehiie,  and  this 
was'a  fjtecies  of  control  not  new;  for  we  had' already  fcen 
a  control  over  the  Cothpany  eftabliflied  in  fhe  hands  of 
Government.  But  the  former  Interference  "of  :Minn%er$ 
had  notheeh  beneficial,  becaufe  it  had  not  b£6h  aJMte  or 
vigilant.  On  this  account  was  it  that  the  right  'horiotartflik 
gentleman  inhrs  bill  had  placed  it  in 'new  naftds  ?  Wfcs  it 
on  this  atcoiint  that  he,  had  veiled  t!he  c6titroHh  <he  Trends 
5f  a  fct  of  men  whofe  <fhara£fcer  was  a  hionfter  *ntl  a  rio- 
Velty  in  the'rConftitutioh  ?  What  fecutity:had  Parliament 
ftiat  this  new  and  unheard-of  Board  would  have  been  more 
aftive  and  vigilant  than  a  conftitntional  and  executive 
One?  Surely  none  but  the  charafter^  flie  itiferaty,  tbe 
Intelligence  and  the  alacrity  of  the  individuals  w%o  cdrn- 
Jrc>fe  h.  If  men  could  'be  round  by  the  executive  govthi- 
inent  of  the  country  dually  endowed,  he  ifkedif  tbefe- 
Cttrity  to  the  public  was  not  the  fame  ? 

But  he  mult  again  take  notice  here  of  the  ihtptttatfcta 
which  he  imagined  would  be  thrown  onhSs'pKn  foritsteo- 
Aeration  in  this  refpeft.  It  Vould'te  called  *a  "Tlalfmea- 
.  fure,"  becaufe  it  left  with  the '  Company  many  of  dicir 
Hghts,  rtieir  property,  their  patrotnigej  their  tefp'tA  rftnt 
lie  faw^  no  afperfion  in  the  tertn  Af  a  'half  meafuVe,  if  his 
plan  was  robe  fo  teAned  in  oppofition  to  the-'tbtallfty  of 
that  fcheme  which  grafted  at  fcvery  thing  iwhi6h*!Wvl:te- 
,  I oyed.    This  gralped ;  at  no  more  thin  what1  was'  efittahl 

to  the  objjfea,  and  he  with  cdhlidence'trufted  to  ft<f  Impar- 
tiality of  the  Houfc^of  Cottrttoris/thit  :ffiey,Vorfd  mp- 
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prove  of  a  meafure  calculated  to  effeft  all  the  purpofes  re- 
quired by  means  tefs  violent  than  thofe  of  tfye  late  plan  ; 
and  he  had,  this  confidence,  notwithitanding  tbe  impreflion 
of  thefe  times,  which  he  confefied  to  be  new  and  extraor- 
dinary* His  plan  aimed  at  beneficial  control.  He  meant 
not  to  rob  nor  to  ftcal  the  rights  of  the  Company. 

He  knew  that  the  merits  of  his  plan  mull  be  compara- 
tive ;  and  that  they  would  give  the  preference  to  that  which 
in  the  companion  was  proved  to  be  the  bed  in  the  two 
great  points  of  fufficiency  and  vigilance  of  control.  The 
pubjic  required  fecurity.  What  was  the  fecurity  which 
they  had  in  the  projected  Board  of  Comraiflioners  ?  Was 
it  die  greatnefs  of  their  character,  or  the  circumilance  of 
their  being  appointed  by  the  Houfe  on  the  nomination  of 
the  Minifter  ?  If  this  was  all,  might  not  others  be  found 
as  great  in  chara&er,  and  found  conftitutionally  by  the  ex- 
ecutive  power  ?  And  would  it  be  a  lefs^recommendation  of  * 
fuch  men  that  they  were  not  a  new  and  independent  infti- 
tution,  unknown  to  the  Conftitution  and  uncontrolable  by 
the  Crown  ?  The  perfons  that  had  the  control  fhould  be 
perfons  capable  of  giving  time  and  attention  to  the  obje£t$ 
of  the  truft  — they  fhould  have  leifure  for  a&ivity  and  ex- 
ertion, that  it  fliould  be  no  longer  fubjeft  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  fleepy  and  ineffectual  control,  but  deferve  the  cha- 
rafter  of  an  active  and  efficacious  one. 

But  (his  could  not  be  done  perhaps  without  the  creation 
of  ntw  officers;  for  in  the  prefent  (late  of  Adminiftration, 
the  Minifters  through  whom  the  Crown  fhould  fpeak,  that 
'  is,  the  two  Secretaries  of  State,  were  fo  occupied  as  not 
to  be  able  to  give  the  bufinefs  all  the  time  and  attention 
which  would  be  necefTary.  To  provide  for  this  therefore, 
there  fhould  be  joined  to  the  Minifter  other  afliftance  to 
expedite  the  affairs,  that  they  might  not  be  delayed  or  neg- 
le£Ud,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Crown's  control  wa$ 
Cgnified  through  a  Minifter. 

His  propofal  therefore  was,  <c  That  a  Board  fhould  be 
inftituted  to  be  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  confiding  of  one 
of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  and  a  certain  number  of 
the  Privy  Council."  The  number  of  tbe  Board  would  be 
left  blank  for  the  confederation  of  the  Houfe  *  but  his 
idea  was  that  it  fhould  confift  (we  think  he  faid)  of  three 
or  four  Privy  Counsellors,  or  of  three  or  four  in  the  whole, 
The  Privy  Counsellors  were  not  to  be  as  in  the  cqnjtitu- 
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tion  of  the  Privy  Council  itfeif,  to  attend  precarioufly,  but 
fuch  as  his  Majefty  appointed  were  to  give  regular  atten- 
dance at  this  Board,  and  devote  their  time  and  ftudy  to  its 
objects.  But  it  might  be  aflted  were  there  to  be  falaries 
given  to  the  Members  of  this  new  Board,  and  was  it  to  be 
productive  of  additional  burthens  to  the  people?  He  knew 
that  in  the  laft  bill,  though  there  was  no  falary  mentioned, 
it  was  the  general  rumour,  if  not  the  general  intention,  that 
they  (hould  have  a  remuneration.  It  was  his  idea,  however, 
that  in  the  prefent  eftablifhment  any  expence  might  be 
avoided.  There  were  in  this  country  a  number  of  perfons 
who  from  their  rank  were  Members  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  who  at  the  fame  time  were  pofieffed  of  great  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  offices,  with  large  emoluments  and  little  labour. 
There  was  no  doubt  but  a  number  of  fuch  perfons  might 
be  found  to  accept  of  this  important  duty  without  any  ad* 
ditional  reward.  It  was  what  they  owed  to  the  country 
from  which  they  derived  fplendid  incomes  for  no  fervice ; 
and  he  was  fure  that  if  it  fell  to  his  lot  —  which  was 
a  queftion  to  be  decided  —  he  would  think  it  his  indif- 
penfable  duty,  and  would  give  up  his  time  and  attention 
mod  corcliallv  to  the  objeft. 

A  Board  thus  conftituted,  it  might  be  imagined,  would 
have  the  qualities  of  a&ivity  and  vigour.  It  would  be  de- 
rived constitutionally  from  the  executive  power.  It  would 
create  no  new  office  of  emolument.  It  would  load  the  fub- 
je£t  with  no  new  burthen.  It  would  be  as  efficacious  as 
the  Board  of  feven  Commiffioners.  That  Board  undoubt- 
edly was  compofed  of  men  of  great  integrity  and  fair  ho- 
nour ;  but  he  might  be  allowed  to  fay,  fome  of  them  not 
poffefiing  much  experience  in,  knowledge  of,  or  intereft 
in  the  fubje£t  of  their  control.  But  this  new  Board  would 
be  at  lead  equally  intelligent  and  as  efficacious.  It  would 
be  as  good,  only  with  this  difference,  that  the  rights  of  no 
Company  would  be  violated  — -  only  with  this  difference, 
that  they  would  not  be  uncontrolled  or  uncontrollable  ;— 
only  with  this  difference,  that  they  would  not  poffefs 
the  whole  of  the  patronage  to  the  great  danger  of  BritUh 
liberty. 

The  difpatches  of  the  Company,  he  faid,  mull  be  fub- 

mitted  to  this  Board,  and  be  made  fubjeft  to  their  control, 

/  their  opinion  to  be  given  in  a  reafonable  and  competent  time, 

and  the  difpatches  counterfigned  by  the  Board,  by  which  a 

complete  refponfibility  was  veiled  in  them*    This  was  no 

2  ambi- 


A.  1784.  DEBATES, 

ambiguous  fyftem —  It  was  clear,  public,  and  adminiflra- 
tivc. 

In  the  next  place,  though  he  had  no  wifh  to  interfere 
with,  much  lefs  to  control  the  commerce  of  the  country,  yet 
as  the  commercial  afts  might  be  connc£:ed  with  the  po- 
litical, becaufe  they  might  have  an  afpeft  leaning  both  to 
the  one  and  to  the  other,  he  alfo  propofed,  <c  That  all  the 
commercial  difpatches  of  the  Company  fliould  alfo  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Board,  wliofe  control  fhould  be  fignified  in 
a  reafonable  and  competent  time ;  but  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, if  they  agreed  not  with  the  opinion  of  the  Board  on 
the  dec i lion  of  the  queftion,  whether  it  had  a  political  or 
merely  a  commercial  tendency,  might  appeal  to  the  King 
in  bis  Council,  whofe  decifion  mould  be  final."  This  he 
hoped  would  not  be  confidered  as  a  fecurity  nominal  and 
frivolous,  when  it  was  remembered  that  this  was  to  be  a 
public  appeal  and  public  trial,  tie  was  fincere  in  his' ideas 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  fecurity ;  and  being  fo,  he  regarded 
neither  the  fneers  nor  the  fmiles  of  gentlemen ;  this  appeal 
he  confidered  as  a  guard  to  the  Company,  and  chiefly  be- 
caufe it  was  liable  to  be  difcufFed  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

This  Board  poflefTed  not  the  patronage  of  the  Company. 
They  had  the  power  of  a  negative  indeed,  but  they  could 
not  alter  the  names  that  were  fent  them  by  the  Company  j 
they  could  not  make  ufe  of  this  power  in  the  way  of  pa- 
tronage, for  it  was  his  idea  that  this  fhould  be  a  Board 
of  political  control,  and  not,  as  the  former  was,  a  Board  of 
political  influence.  He  dated  what  the  conftitution  of  that 
Board  was,  and  what  the  conftitution  of  this  was  to  be. 
That  Board  was  to  feize  on  the  fights,  patronage,  commerce 
and  propeity  of  the  Company.  This  left  to  the  Company  the 
uncontrolled* poffeflion  of  their  commerce,  their  treafury, 
their  patronage,  their  contrads,  the  appointment  of  their 
writers  and  cadets;  by  which,  in  the  courfe  of  things,  all 
the  officers  and  fervants  in  India  were  in  their  immediate 
appointment. 

He  then  came  to  ftate  what  was  to  be  the  nature  of  the 
government  abroad  j  iC  Their  authority  fhould  have  the 
powers  of  large  difcretion,  accompanied  with  the  reflraint 
of  refponfibility."  They  fhould  be  bound  to  obey  the  or- 
ders of  the  Board  at  home,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  fhould 
have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  power  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
emergency,  and  all  the  occafions  which  the  immenfe  dis- 
tance 
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tance  might  give  rife  to.  He  went  into  a  long  detail  to 
fhew  bow  much  the  influence  created  by  the  lad  bill  ex- 
ceeded th?  influence  of  this.  Here-  the  government  abroad 
could  at  bed  but  feleft  from  among  the  appointments  of 
the  Company — they  could  not  make  original  appointments 
pf  their  own.  In  addition  to  this  there  was  in  the  Crown, 
and  confequently  in  the  two  Houfcs,  by  an  addrefs  to  the 
Crown,  the  power  of  recal. 

It  was  to  be  enquired  by  wh^m  the  members  of  the 
Councils  abroad  were  to  be  appointed.  The  Company  had 
chearfully  yielded  this  point  alfo  to  the  Crown.  He  however 
bad  his  doubts  on  this  fubjed,  and  therefore  in  bis  bill  the 
matter  {hould  be  left  for  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfc  to  de- 
cide i  but  "  the  appointment  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
he  thought  (hould  be  clearly  in  the  Crown/'  for  the  duties 
which  he  had  to  fulfil  were  fo  effentially  conne&ed  with 
the  great  operations  of  the  State,  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  on  his  appointment. 

The  next  confideration  was  the  number  of  the  Councils 
abroad.  His  idea  was,  "  that  their  number  fhou^d  be  four, 
the  Governor  General  to  have  the  calling  vote."  ^ut  this 
alfo  he  would  leave  to  the  Houfe.  The  number  of  the 
Council  at  Bengal  he  did  not  mean  to  reduce j  for  in  this 
be  followed  the  example  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
\a  not  making  the  fyftem  a  perfonal  queftion. 

The  late  bill  thought  fit  to  veil  all^the  power  in  the  Go- 
vernment here,  and  none  or  little  in  the  Government 
abroad.  His  idea  was  otherwife.  He  thought  there  (hould 
be  a  power  in  the  Government  abroad,  larg&  and  broad, 
but  guarded  with  refponfibility. 

He  propofed  that  there  (hould  be  "  a  revifion  of  all  the 
eftablilhments  in  India,  to  fee  where  retrenchments  might 
be  made  with  fafety  —  to  fee  what  were  neceflary,  what 
were  ufeful,  and  what,  on  account  of  their  inutility,  in- 
convenience, corruption  or  abufe,  ought  to  be  extin- 
guished." This  he  recommended,  for  he  believed  that 
many  of  the  abufes  in  India  arofe  from  the  eftablilhments 
being  overloaded. 

Another  reform  (truck  him  as  eflential,  and  which  indeed 
Was  only  an  enforcement  of  an  old  rule.  This  was,  M  that 
all  appointments  in  India  {hould  take  place  by  gradation  and 
fucceffion."  Influence  would  by  this  means  be  very  much 
diminiihed;  and  indeed,  without  entering  much  into  the 
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nature  and  amburit  df  'the  power,  he  imagined  the  govern- 
ment fright  be  framed  to  poflefs  all  that  was  neceffary  to  its 
purpofes,  without  having  fo  much  as  to  create  influence. 
He  Would  fpeak  only  therefore  of  the  great  lines  of  power, 
without  entering  into  the  little  detail. 

fiis  laft  proposition,  he  faid,  was,  "  That  there  (houtd  he 
ereifced  a  new  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  offences  in  India."  He 
explained  the  neceflity  of  fuch  an  iniVitution,  and  faid,  it 
would  be  for  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  to  determine  its  na- 
ture and  authority.  His  idea  was,  that  it  ihould  confift  of 
a  number  of  the  principal  perfons  m  Weftminfter  Hall  in  the 
firft  -place ;  that  Civilians  /hould  alfo  be  joined  ;  and  alfo  a 
nurtber  6f  Peers,  and  a  number  oFMembers  of  the  Houfe  of 
Cdiriftioivs.  A  tribunal  thus»conftituted  might,' in  his  idea, 
embrace  the  great  objed>.  The  culprit  might  have  the  power 
df  challenging;  and,  before  this  tribunal,  evidence  might  be 
admitted  'which  the  courts  of  law  could  not  receive.  Fhey 
jhould  be  diredted  to  queftion,  to  arraign ;  they  fhould  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  offences,  and  in  offences  he  would  reckon 
the  tfifobedience  of  orders,  the  acceptance  of  prefents,  op- 
prdffitonsof  the  natives,  monopolies,  rapacity,  and  all  the 
train  of  bflences  Which  had  tainted  the  national  charadter  in 
India.  They  ihould  enquire  into  the  perfonal  fortunes  of 
the  ^delinquents  ;  they  ftouW  have  the  power  of  confifcation, 
ttK^evefy  thing  but  capital  power. 

'in  tegard  to  the  Zemindars,  though  he  admired  the  fpirit 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intention  towards  them, 
^et  hecould  not  imitate  it  on  account  of  its  impracticability. 
G&ittil  4ridifcriminate  r*ftitutk>n  was  as  'bad  as  indifcrinu- 
cWe  confiscation.  He  propofed  therefore,  "  That  an  en- 
quiry1 (hould  1>e  'militated  into  the  confifcarions  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  rgftoring  foch  Jas  had 'been  irregularly  and  unjuftly 
feidfe) ;  46d  that  they !  ihoald  be  feeured  againft  violence  in 
ftifure." 

He  had  taken  notice  of  many  more  points,  he  faid,  that! 
ttere'inchftted  in  his  motion  ;Tbut  he  had  thrown  them  out 
for  the  conization  of  the*  Hotife,  as  a  fiibfequent  bill  muft 
be  brdnght4n  for  regulations,  or,  what  he  bfeheved  would  be 
tfftSfftaal,  the  bill  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  in 
therHoufe -might  be  modified  to  his  purpctfe. 

Hef  agnm  gave  a  cotnpaftfon  between  hisbilf  arid  that  which 
hid  been  thrdwn  out :  and  he  declared,  that  the  eftabtfrhment 
Of  a  Moderate  and  AfeSual  fyftem  of  government  for  India 
Was  the  great  and  immediate  bbjedt  of  his  mind.  He  did 
AttftWMhr  ^>  gratify 7oung-antbrtito  bjrthe  place  lo  which  toe 
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was  called ;  he  was  not  attached  to  his  eminence*  **  I  am 
not/*  fays  Mr,  Pitt,  "  governed  at  this  moment  by  motives 
of  perfonal  intereft,  or  of  perfonal  fame.  I  have  introdaced 
this  plan  as  the  deliberate  convi&ion  of  mv  mind,  rn^de  up 
on  the  moil  ferious  confideration  of  the  molt  intelligent  men. 
Accept  the  ideas,  if  they  are  worth  your  notice ;  Strengthen 
them  with  your  wifdom,  mature  them  with  your  experience, 
or,  in  their  room,  eftablifh  a  more  adequate  fyftem,  and  I 
am  happy.1 

However  unpleafant  to  me  a  majority  of  this  Houfe,  and 
infinuations  again  ft  me  muft  be,  I  fhall  incur  the  danger  of 
them  all  on  this  great  point  —  eftablifh  a  good*  rational,  and 
fafe  fyftem,  and  difpofe  of  me  as  you  will.  I  have  the  con- 
fciouinefs  of  a  good  intention,  and  therefore,  without  ha* 
ving  the  ferious  fear,  that  perfonal  con fi derations  will  be 
imputed  to  me,  I  conclude  with  moving,  "  That  leave  he 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  our  In- 
dian concerns.* 

Mr.  Henry       Mr.  Henry  Dundas  feconded  thcjnotion. 

Sc^Fm.  ^n  Fox  wifhed  to  meet  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
ideas,  as  it  would  certainly  be  expe&ed,  with  all  the  fairnefs 
and  with  all  the  attention  in  his  power ;  and  he  had  too  much 
regard  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  for  the  public  latis- 
faction,  not  to  do  every  thing  for  bringing  in  the  bill  or  bills 
which  had  then  been  moved :  but  fure  he  was,  it  would  foon 
be  obvious  in  what  light  the  prefent  propofitioa  muft  be 
viewed  by  the  cool,  difpaflionate  and  impartial  among  all 
mankind.  u  Is  it,"  faid  he,  "  lefs  or  more  than  the  wifiom 
of  an  individual,  however  exalted  in  fituation,  however  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  ability,  however  flattered  by  partisans,  or  how* 
ever  confident  of  his  own  unrivalled  talents,  oppofed  to  the 
colle&ive  wifdom  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land in  Parliament  aflembled ?  I  truft  the  proportions  will  be 
conftdered  exclusively  in  this  light,  and  the  fate  of  them  pro- 
nounced accordingly. 

Much'  has  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftruggled  to  fix 
a  companion  between  this  and  the  meafure  adopted  by  his 
predeceflbrs  before  the  holidays ;  and,  indeed,  in  whatever  he 
may  think  thefe  two  bills  alike,  they  are,  and  in  my  mind  they 
Will  appear  to  the  world,  effentially  and  univerfaily  difttnd* 
The  fingJe  feature  common  to  both  is  the  obje&  to  which 
they  both  relate.  The  one,  however,  fubftantially,  efie&u* 
ally  and  permanently,  to  a  regulation  of  the  entire  fyftem 
of  Afiatic  management ;  the  otner  partially,  imperfe&ly,  and 
fupcrficially.    Were  I  to  give  a  fchool  boy  an  exercife.  how 
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he  migfit  moft  equally  involve  the  *ffiursof  theCortpanfr 
is  It  peffible  for  the  invention  of  man  to  have  hit  on  an  ex- 
pedient fp  likely  to  anfwer  that  purpofe?  What  talk  could 
be  better  performed  than  fuch  a  tafk  as  the  right  bohofcrable 
gentleman  has  now  aflunned*  and  in  this  mature  and  poli&ed 
itate  Submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Houfe  I  Every 
degree  of  corifbfion  and  diftra&ioh  which  can  be  fuppofed, 
is  not  merely  unprovided  againft,  but  a&ually  provided  for 
m  the  bill  now  proposed.  What  were  the  regulation*  or 
eftabliflH^ents  required  by  the  wiftes  of  the*  country  and  of 
this  Houfe  i  Were  they  not,  humanity  tp  the  natives  of  that 
extend ve  country,  whitfrfias  been  wrefted  from  its  original 
owners ;  kfety  to  the  whole  propriety  of  the  greateft  trading 
Company;  the  juftice,  eqyrty,  an<J  liberality  of  the  EngWh 
law  to  alt  who  participate  of  the  Englifh  Government ;  a  re- 
ftrairit  put;  Qn  inl^kou? . contracts  and  grofs  peculation  of 
tuexj,  fort.;  a  fyftem  of  tefponfibilitv  and  obedience,  that 
saafter  and  fcrvaot,  in  tbi$  ftrange  and  abfurd  fyftem,  might 
continue  to  longer  fynonimems  or  convertible  terms?  Thele 
things  are-oeceu*ry  to  the  welfare;  of  the  Company  and  of 
this  pountry;bvt  what  one  of  them  is  fecured'by  this  bill? 
Do€*  it-aot  infujfc  the  .reflections  of  every  wife  man  who  has 
at  all  con  fibred  the  fufrjeift?  Does  it  not  make  a  mock  of 
tipat.necefiUy  which  this  Houfe  has  pronounced  to  be  urgent, 
and- unavoidable  I  Doe*  jt  not  difappoint  the  expectations  of 
|b»  public,  who  Jiave  long  been  clamorous  for  a  reform  in  sr 
pafticviiar  with  which  they  <feejn  their  owft  honour  and  repu- 
tation foxgqlarjy  connected  ? 

.  TWright  honourable*  gentleman  fet  out  with  his  boafd  of 
fupecintendants,  and  endeavours  to  ftate  a  contraft  between' 
thdfeof  his  appointing,  W<1  thofe  who  received  an  appoint- 
ment from  this  Houfe;  bqt  I  will  beg  leave  to  teH  him  they 
ate  totally  different.  Nesd  I  point  out  the  difference  to  this 
Houfe?  The  influence  fo  new,  fo  unprecedented,  fo1  perfect- 
ly unknown  to  the  Constitution,  on  which  he  triumphed, 
and  ftitt  tf  iwpbs  fo  much  in  having  deteded,  is  no  other  than 
bat  bqen  autborifed  by  feveral  a&s  of  Parliament  for  years. 
What  is  the  power  of  Drreftors?  Is  that  conffitutional  ? 
Witt  any  man  fay  that  their  power  ever  interfered  with  that 
of  {he  Crowd  ?  And  is  not  this  the  identical  power  which  hi* 
M#e#j's  Miniftere  and  this  Houfe  would  have  transferred  to' 
a  new  Board? 

I  Jo  not  know  whether  I  heard  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ttei^aa  perkily  or  not ;.  but  I  am  fure  1,  did  not  under  ft  an  d: 
JrtHV,  The  confutation  at  leaft  of  this  extraordinary  fyftem 
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.  /truck  me  as  peculiarly  abfuid.  He  fbrefaW  an  appeal  might 
.be  fometimes  unavoidable ;  and  where  is  it  lodged,  but  hi 
one  of  themfelves';  in  a  party  concerned  f  in  one  who  can- 
not, in  the  eye  of  -the  law  of  this  country,  aft  fairly,  "becaufe 
a&ing  under  all  the  preffure  of  every  perfon  interefted  in  toe 
iffue  of  the  plea.  Legiflatures  have  never  appeared  fo  ridi- 
culous as  in  forming  laws  which  make  no  allowance  for  die 
hnperfetitions  of  human  nature  j  for  that  which  affefte  the 
decifions  of  a  man's  mind  in  one  cafe  will  certainly  affeS 
them  in  another ;  and  wherever  the  public  good  \i  connected 
with  his  condu£t,  iiis  agency  ought1  to  be  as  free  from  temp- 
tation, and  consequently  as  Kttle  liable  to  abufe,  as  pofEWe. 
How  then  are  decifions  on  the  affair!  of  the  Company  to  take 
place  where  thefe  affairs  appear  in  any  cafe  involved  ?  What 
impartiality  Can  be  expe&ed  from  perfons  who,  if  they  aft 
Ntt  all,  are  fubjefted  to  aft  on  a  very  interefted  plan? 

A  very  great  parade  is  made  about  the  confent  of  the  Com-* 
pany«  I  will  acknowledge  that  the  bill  I  had  the  honour  to 
•  propofe,  and  to  carry  through  this  Houfe,  violated  the  Com- 
pany's charter  to  a  certain  degree.-  The  Steuarts  thought 
themfetves  long  poflefled  of  an  hereditary  claim  to1  the  crown 
and  Sovereignty  of  thefe  realms.  They  lived,  they  a&ed, 
and  th#y  died  in  thefe  convi&ion*.  ft  was*  found,  however, 
,  by  the  inveftigatibn  of  mankind,  that  all  this  was  mere  ufur- 
parion,  and  originated  in  violence  or  (bine  lefs  honourable 
.  principle.  The  glorious  Revolutibn  at  baft  undeceived  the 
world on-the fobjedt,  and  by  fabftantiatingthe real1  meaning 
of  the  Royal  tenure,  ftill  held  up  this  important  leflbn  to  the 
world,  that  tnofe  charters  which  any  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity enjoys  by  trortfent  of  the  whole,  can  only  be  authentic 
fo  long  as  it  confifts  with  the  good  6f  thfr  whole,  and  no  ion* 
ger.  When,  therefore!  we  cbnfider  how  much  the  public 
were  fufferers,  what  obloquy  the  country  derived,  howgtoe- 
rally  and  ilncerely  tlie  name  of  an  Engliihman  was  execrated 
by  the  confcquences  which  refulted  from  the  abufe  of  thefe 
charters,  to  have  connived  with  them  would  hive  been  to 
have  made  this  Government*  this  Houfe,  this  country,  the 
guarantees  of  every  outrage  and  fpecies  of  venality  and  ex- 
tortion, which  fallen  an  eternal  ftigma  on  thofe  who  aded  fo 
di {honourable  a  part;  The  grand  obje£t  therefore  of  thofe 
who  propofed  that  bill,  as  an  adequate  remedy  for  the  infi- 
nite and  palpable  mi  (chiefs,  was  to  eftabliih  fome  pradteable 
and  fubftantial  redrefs  to  a  grievance  peculiarly  felt  by  the 
natives  of 'India;  but  at  the  lame  time  not  a  little  afleAing 
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every  one  who  wiihes  well  to  the  prefeot  fituation  of  this 
country. 

-  The  right  honourable  gentleman  piques  himfelf  much  in 
having  not  violated  the  charters,  in  having  procured  a  fur- 
render  of  what  it  was  alledged  others  had  violated,  in  having 
obtained  the  confeat  of  the  Company.  But  let  gentlemen  be 
on  their  guard  againft  this  fpecious  aflertlon.  Will  ever  this 
Houfe,  will  ever  the  public  at  large  confider  the  concurrence 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  the  deed  of  a  Company  which  at 
leaft  confifts  of  fourteen  hundred  ?  However  this  was  gained 
is  not  eafily  reconcileable  with  fair  and  equitable  condull. 
But  even  be  that  as  it  will,  there  certainly  is  no  great  foun- 
dation for  triumph  on  the  occafion.  At  leaft,  if  the  charters 
were  violated  in  the  one  cafe,  they  were  equally  fo  in  the 
other  >  and  with  this  fpecific  difference,  that  by  the  firft  the 
property  in  all  refpefts  is  not  only  fecured  to  the  Company, 
but  receives  fuch  a  fecurity,  as  is  evidently  an  advantage; 
whereas  in  the  bill  now  propo'fed,  the  violation  {trips  them  of 
what  is  theirs,  not  lefs  materially)  without  affording  thefn  any  % 
recompence  whatever* 

Much  has  been  laid  concerning  the  control  which  is  efta- 
bliifaed  in  fhis  Board  ;  and  the  refponfibility  of  the  Minifters 
for  the  time  being,  is  the  only  fecurity  which  the  public  has 
for  the  exercifeot  all  their  power.  But  arethefe  two  powers 
to  operate?  The  decifions  of  this  very  ft  flange  Board  are 
therefore,  like  all  other  afts  of  Admtnifiration,  accountable  to 
Parliament,  How?  Why  Oiould  they  prefume  to  go  fuch 
length  as  may  in  any  degree  thwart  the  inclination  of  the 
Crown,  the  Minifter,  or  any  fecret  advifer,  their  exiftence 
is  from  that  moment  determined,,  and  they  are' without  far- 
ther ceremony  or  deliberation  difmiiled.  How  is  it  natural 
for  men  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  this  to  exert  their  talents  inde- 
pendently, to  propofe  any  radical  eftablifliment  or  efle&ual 
redrefs  ?  No ;  they  know  to  whom  they  owe  their  fituation, 
and  in  proportion  as  they  value  themfelves  upon  it,  flftuft  ac* 
commodate  their  principles  and  operations  to  that  will  on 
which  they  depend.  Was  any  thing  like  this  imputable  to 
the  rpeafur e  which  the  prefent  one  fucceeded  ?  No  attempt,' 
I  truft,  would  ever  be  made  in  this  to  leffon  the  regard  I  have 
for  the  noble  Earl  Fitzwilliam ;  I  mean  no  affront  to  any 
gentleman,  or  to  ftate  any  comparifon ;  but  fu rely  I  (hall 
Hot  be  told  that  this  illuftrious  nobleman  was  in  the  leaft  de- 
gree to  be  influenced  by  any  Minifter  whatever. 
.  Will  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  will  the  public,  or 
wiH  any  defcriptioq  of  menf  however  interefted,  de**1  their 
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jntereft  more  fecure,  their  affairs  lefs  liable  to  mtfeaanage- 
ment,  or  their  patronage  lefs  obnoxious  to  jobbing  and  caprice 
fcy  tbe  learned  gentleman  who  may  be  Secretary  for.  that  de- 
partment, than  by  thofe  gentlemen  whom  I  had  the  honovr 
to  nominate  to  the  Board  of  Direction  in  the  bill  which  pre- 
ceded this?  Who  are  the  likelrefl:  to  he  guided  by  the  partia- 
lities, or  little  mercenary  motives  of  private  intereft  or  pri- 
vate connexion ;  one  man,  however  able,  honourable,  or 
refpedable,  or  a  body  of  men,  all  equally  eminent  for  their 
amiable  and  excellent  qualities  ? 

The  patronage  of  fuch  a  territory  and  fo  much  revenue 
inuft  be  confiderable,  and  attended  with  infinite  influence 
wherever  it  is  placed.     How  was  this  difpofed  of  by  the  bill 
which  this  Houfe  hath  adopted,  but  which  the  other  Houfe 
hath  rejefted  ?  Why,  the  power  of  appointing  all  orders  of 
men  in  the  fyftem  of  operation  or  new  eftabliftiment  thus 
propofed  in  the  fevgri  chief  Dire&ors,  to  whom  all  the  truft 
of  the  Company  was  committed,  and  in  whom  every  poft  or 
place,  .civil,  commercial,   or  military,   originated.     Thefe 
Commiflioners  or  Dire&ors  were  to  reiide  at  home  ;  for  what 
reafon  ?  That  they  might  not  only  be  under  the  control,  but 
under  the  infpe&ion  of  this  Houfe.     No  very  pernicious 
abufe  pould  then  profper  or  be  indulged  for  any  length  of 
fun*.      Complaints  might  be  underttood  and  investigated 
almoft  as  fpon  as  uttered,  arid  redrefled  before,  at  ledft,  they 
could  become  very  grievous. 

But  now  let  us  examine  the  other  hypothecs.    How  does 
this  matter  ftand  by  the  new  bill  ?  The  government  of  India, 
after  undergoing,  to  be  fare,  a  moil  thorough  reformation,  is 
ftill  to  remain  as  diftant  from  Britain  as  ever. ,  The  Gover- 
nor General  is. to  have  the  fame  powers  of  interior  regulation 
as  he  had  before.    Does  not  the  very  afpefi  of  the  fyftem*  as 
thus  exhibited,  hear  a  mofl  prpmifing  encouragement  to  all 
the  various  modes  of  intrigue,  peculation,  and  outrage,  which 
have  been  heretofore  in  ufe  in  that  mod  miferable  corner  of  the 
globe?  Will  fucceffion  and  regular  gradation  he  eafily  efta* 
blifhed  in  all  the  various  lines  of  conduit,  in  which  it  has  been 
fo  long  the  habit  of  the  place  to  a&  without  regard  to  order  or 
merit  r  Is  it  lijcejy  that  thefe  abufes  will  be  avoided  at  a  dif? 
tance  which  renders  difcipline  impracticable  f*  How,  on  fuch 
a  quixote fyftem  as  this,  is  a  Governor  General  to  be  recalled? 
It  is  true,  a  principle  for  this  pur  pole  is  provided,  but  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  effe&ual  bar  to  its  opera- 
tion.   For  the  plan  propofed,  and  that  of  the  prefent  Admi- 
riiftration,  is  in  nothing  mote  cprjipatjble  than  in  the  mode 
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of  tfcrir  afltng.    Something  like  Secret  Influence  fcerti*  4o ' 
pervade  both  the  one  and  the  other.    The  moment  a  Gover- 
nor General  is  fent  out,  it  may  be  expedient  and  adtifeabte 
to  fuperfedfe  him,  even  before  he  is  fairly  fettled  in  his  go- 
vernment.    But  though  this  were  not  the  cafe,  how  is  hi 
certain  of  bring  admitted  to  aft,  when  he  arrives,  in  the 
high  capacity  to  which  he  is  appointed  ?  Do  not  all  the 
officers  of  State,  whether  political  or  military,  depend  on 
the  Governor  General  ?  Will  not  they  regard  him  therefore, 
as  one,  in  whofe  official  exigence  they  are  peculiarly  inte- 
refted }  Will  they  not,  fhould  he  chufe  to  be- refractory,, 
ftrengthen  his  principles  of  difobedience  }  Will  not  all  the 
fenti merits  of  gratitude  and  inclination  \>e  on  the  fide  of 
giving  a  negative  to  the  orders  from  home,  as  has  always 
been  the  cafe  >  The  Governor  General  for  the  time  being 
would  be  more  than  man,  let  it  be  Mr.  Haflings,  or  who- 
ever elfe  it  may  be,  to  withftand  fuch  potent  temptation. 
But,  furrounded  and  fortified  by  a  great  variety  of  indivi- 
duals in  every  department  of  life,  who  owe  their  all  to  Mm, 
cftablifhed  in  all  probability  on  a  fyftem  of  his  own  creation, 
and  poffefied  of  infinite  projects  which  he  might  think  ad- 
vantageous, it  is  not  the  orders  of  a  few  men,  empowered 
in  but  a  limited  meafure,  that  will  affc£t  him.     Such  a  man, 
fin   authority  adequate  to  the  objeft  could  only  remove. 
This  is  no  idle  fpeculation.     The  hiftory  of  the'Company 
renders  it  explicit.     The  experiment  of  the  bill  in  queftioti 
has  been  made,  and  left  fuch  cfFefts  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  this  country,  as  muft  undoubtedly  convince  .them 
of  its  inutility  and  abfurdity.     Befides,  who  has  not  heard 
of  the  complaints  which  have  been  made  of  irregular  prefer- 
ment, efpecially  in  the  military  line,  but  alfb  in  the  poli- 
tical i  We  know  all  advancements  arife  from  what  arc  called 
padets  and  writers.     Thefe  ever  have  been  fent  out  from 
this  country  in  vaft  abundance }  and  on  the  fyftem  now  agi- 
tated* that  fuperfluity  of  perfons  which  can  be  of  no  life  at 
Jiomc  may  flill  be  tranfported  abroad.     The  trade  Js  likely 
enough  to  be  continued,  but  with  no  fort  of  emolument  to 
the  public,  though  individuals  wiJl   undoubtedly  as   ufual 
continue  to  am  a  Is  fortunes  without  any  dread  of  puniflimcnt 
or  trial,  whatever  their  delinquency  may  have  been.     Thif, 
as  well  as  every  other  confideration  to  which  the  fubjeft  led, 
was  a' demonstration,  that  the  fyftem  which  had  produced  fo 
much    mifchief   in  the  affairs  of   the  Company   was  not 
changed  for  another,  was  not  even  changed  for  a  better,  was 
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wki t  finyle  ptnijcqbf  any  fast  of  it  wi,U  bear  thitf  confetjp* 
tig*.  This  hae  often  been  ^W,  bi^a^e  of  fhe  gejale- 
rjwo.  on  tbe  other  fide  of 'tbo  Hoafc  bo*ryet  deigopd  to  five 
me  an  implicit  anfwer.  It  never  at.  Iff  a  ft  ftnacfc  qpe  UfcJoch 
a.  t^crous  light;  otherwtfe  I  certainly  fboakl  aqc  in  fimogly 
and  repeatedly  bay©;  avowed  tbo  contrary.  It  ie,  then* 
brought  to  a  teft>  Another  bill,  on  vprv  difleotafr  prin* 
<Hptes,  an£  pofcfftd  of  vsry  diffenwt/fiw&iorot  19  brought 
forward  or  moved ;  and' how  4oft.it  dtfpofa  of  tbe  ioftneace 
wtocb  ha>  boo*  magnified  and  enlarged  to  fuob  210  extent, 
in  order  to  raafee:  it  tho  bug^bear  for  a  certain  ptvpeie^  Does 
it  m*  lodge  tbe  wbolo>in  the  Crown  ?  Aa4  who^ca*  hi  at  a 
lofft  to  feje  tbe  foaming  of  this  a&nwrable  dew*.? 

The  l*ft  F<**Iiajr*nt,  to  their  immortal  honour,  voted  tho 
mftutace  ef  the-  Crow*  i  wonftfteat  wiiph- p^Mic  liberty. 
Th%  right  honourable  gontlamaiv  in  confejnance  of  thar 
vole,  teds  it  probably  unequal  tor  the  great  obje&s  of  hie 
otabfttftratio*.  He  is  therefore  willing,  to  take  the  prefeot 
opportunity  of  making  hi*  court  where  he  know*  inch  a 
doctrine  a*  this  never  will  be  acceptable,  aqd  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  th*>  whole  mottef  ikw  i*»  that'  the  patronage  of 
India.  qrWV  be  appended  tp  the  executive  power  0/  tbio 
country,  which  ofaherwifo  will  not  be  able*  to  carry  on 
fttaoe't  heftijlo  to  tl»  Conftkmion  in  cflpofkioa*  to  tbe 
Motif*  of  Commpne. 

Having  thus  fa*  tried  the*  relative-  eocefloncies  of  tbele 
.  Wp  bill v  it  may*  tie*  be  aunift  to  attend  to  tbe  dtitio&on 
which  this  one  affedts  to  fet  between  *ho  coattnercial  and  the 
DOltocai  ktfoeeflv  ftfct  ha*k  feppi?a*#d\  thojfe  twa  mtqpr- 
*W*  objects  J  Does  not  tbe  ipfijitotion  ho  fete),  pomjfe 
eyWy  to  pefpeMmte,  tbe  very  feeda<of  animofity  aoe>:conu». 
tipo,  wjto&<fu$b  ai*  inoQ*aiU>rt  i*.  the  interior  06  tho  6oo»- 
Pirn's  affoirs*  WiQold  no  doubt  engender  i  Aoi  ro  bo  five  the 
UHxfe  of  fettling  this"  roflttor  is  not  the  leaft  cucioo*  particu- 
lar of  the  wbol*,.  and  J^ma  cakitftted  ofAy  toreoder«iico- 
Jqu$  what  is  ioeapable  of  a*y  other  colouring, 

I  forbear  going  into  tbe  fuibritoe .of*  tho bilF  moooatfasgci 
OS)  undoubtedly  that  witi  be  otocerin  point  when  tbe-pfioetpk 
of  the  bill  comes  to  lie  difputed.  A  gieat  variety  of  parti- 
culars incidentally  mentioned  by  the  right  honouraploftode* 
fflaSi  houfcoror,  aire  entitled  to  cecflarkw  I  an*  owaj**bow 
-much  energy  his  elocjuence  dwU^eo irtoea  riieruloof  firttfaUr 
vv^rds,  of  which  he  certainly  he*  a  vany  choke  feiftteo. 
Half  wfafures'haft  th^Qfora  beeni murked  »tho  swoji  word 
«f  tb%  pa^|y^aH4  uii^otibtedllx  U»  .A90JU  »(4Jto#  DOf 

quite 
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quite  fo  founding  and  agreeable  to  the  ear  as  cotlfifcatiori, 
and  chartered  rights  of  men,  which  admirably  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  of  filling  a  period  aRd  p leafing  the  ear.  But  the  firft 
has  the  advantage  of  the  fecond  in  this,  that  it  is  true,  and 
•  the  other  is  not.  The  hiftory  however  of  half  meafures  is 
briefly  this :  laft  year  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
rather  my,  arfd  refuted  to  accept  his  prefent  fituation,  from 
a  very  wary  apprehenfion  that  the  Houfe,  which  had  dii miffed 
him  from  the  fervice  of  the  public,  would  not  fupport  him. 
All  the  fummer,  it  is  more  than  probable,  the  game  which 
had  been  lately  played  at  St.  James's  was  going  on.  Private 
advice  and  wntfpering  in  abundance  prevailed  at  Court,  in 
order,  if  poflible,  to  reduce  the  confequence  of  Parliament, 
and  get  the  better  of  that  confidence  which  was  the  fgpport 
of  Miniftry,  and  might  ftill  operate  to  a  farther  retrench- 
ment of  the  Royal  prerogative.  The  young  candidate  for 
office  on  this  account  ftill  wifhed  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity. He  had  formed  his  plot  perhaps  on  this  very  bill. 
He  therefore  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  af>prehenfivekthat 
we  might  not  be^  forward  enough  for  his  particular  view?, 
boldly  took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  goading  us  on  ;  and 
then  it  was  that  he  exclaimed  againft  every  fpecies  of  pallia- 
tives and  half  meafues.  But  I  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  if  the 
meafure  now  produced  could  be  entitled  to  any  other  appel- 
lation, but  for  the  right  honourable  author  of  it.  Any 
other  perfon  who  mould  have  produced  fuch  a  plan,  muft, 
at  leaft,  have  ex  peeled  to  hear  it  branded  as  a  mere  pallia- 
tive or  half  meafure.  As  it  was,  it  might  mark  a  party; 
but  was  undoubtedly  in  their  favour,  as  it  exhibited  the 
very  odd  fhifts  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  were  re- 
duced to,  in  order  to  defend  their  conduct,  at  the  expence 
of  this.  In  fhort,  after  viewing  the  propositions  01  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  every  point  of  view,  they 
ftrike  me  at  leaft,  as  I  truft  they  will  ftrike  the  Houfe, 
partial,  incomplete,  and  furnifhing  the  Company  and  the 
public  with  only  an  alleviation  inftead  of  a  remedy.  It  was 
juft  fome  fuch  crude  and  indigefted  matter  as  this  I  expected. 
The  fyftem  of  the  Mmifter  at  prefent  is  founded  on  fecret 
influence,  and  that  fyftem  muft  terminate  inevitably  in  pub- 
lic ruin. 

Mr.  Lujhington  faid  he  had  rifen  only  to  put  the  right  ho-  Mr.  L«A- 
nourable  gentleman  right  as  to  a  fa£t  which  he  rather  lt*%*°*' 
thought  had  been  misftated.     'Ihe  proportions  from  the 
Minifter  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Court  of  Directors,  or  at  leaft  fo  as  to  have 
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their  acquiefcence  prior  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  Court  of 
Proprietors.    He  gave  a  very  ftriking  account  of  the  hur- 
'      ry  and  precipitation  with  which  it  had  been  agitated  and 
carried  through,  fo  as  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Pro- 
prietors.    He  complained  of  not  having  an  opportunity, 
from  this  and  other  circumftantics,  of  fpeaking  bis  mind 
on  the  afpeft  in  which  it  appeared  to  him.  The  two  things 
for  which  he  thought  it  chiefly  exceptionable  were,  the 
appointments  of  the  feveral  officers,  both  political  and  mi- 
litary, and  the  very  enormous  influence  it  placed  on  that 
account  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  On  thefe  two  accounts 
he  ftrongly  condemned  the  bill,  and  hoped  no  fucb  flimfy, 
half-formed  meafure,  the  mere  bantling  of  a  fa£Hon,  could 
ever  deferve  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe. 
Mr.  Yorke.      Mr.  Torke  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ta  a  cir- 
cumstance which  he  deemed  of  magnitude  and  importance. 
Much  had  been  alledged  by  the  horiourable  Members  of 
the  late  Adminiftrations,  refpe&ing  the  exercife  of  fecret 
influence.    Rumours  and  aflertions  of  this  nature  were,  no 
doubt,  meant  to  prejudice  the  prefent  Miniftry  in  the  eye 
of  the  public;    but  he  could  ftate  to  the  Houfe  fa&s, 
which  at  leaft  exhibited  their  chara&er  in  no  refpedable 
light.     He  would  mention  two  which  he  had  juft  come  to 
the  knowledge  of,  and  the  authenticity  of  which  depended 
in  a  great  meafure  on  the  evidence  of  a  member  of  that 
Houfe.    He  had  been  informed  by  a^n  honourable  gentle- 
man behind  him,  that  on  the  29th  of  December  Iafi%  when 
in  Scotland,  the  offer  of  a  place  of  500L  a  year  had  been 
made  him  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  on  thfc  event  of  his 
reftoration  to  office,  under  the  exprefs  ftipulalion,  that  he 
fhould  in  the  mean  time  join  the  intercft  of  the  noble  Duke, 
and  give  his  party  his  voice  and  fupport  in  Parliament. 
Here  was  furely  a  provifional  treaty  which  evidently  de- 
monftrated,  that  if  the  fecret  influence  of  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration  was  of  a  dangerous  nature,  that  of  the  £x- 
miniftry  was  not  undeferving  of  notice  *  it  was  equally 
alarming.     Another  circumftance  be   bad  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  through  the  fame  channel  of  information: 
it  was  this  —  That  during  the  conduft  of  the  late  Admi- 
•  niftration,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
felllon  of  Parliament,  a  fum  of  500I.  had  been  lodged  in 
the  Bank  of  Scotland,  for  distributing  among  die  Scotch 
.  members  for  the  purpofe  of  expediting  their  notion  to 

Parliament.     Thefe  were  eircumftancc*  which  he  had 

learned, 
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learned,   and  which  he  wilhed  to'  ftate  as  meriting  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe. 

Lord  North  thanked  the  honourable  member  for  his  in-  LordNorth. 
formation— he  thought  it  merited  the  inveftigation  of  every* 
member  within  thefe  walls  —  it  contained  points  which, 
if  verified,  were  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honour  and  repu- 
tation of  the  Houfe;  he  therefore '  preffed  enquiry  into 
the  matter ;  though  at  the  fame  time  he  exprefled  his  real 
fentiment,  that  on  a  cool  and  temperate  review  of  the  mat* 
ter,  it  would  be  found  that  what  the  honourable  member 
had  ftated  had  originated  in  error  and  misinformation. 

Mr.  Fox  wiftied  every  circumftance  that  had  been  ftated  Mr.  Fox. 
to  be  accurately  and  minutely  examined.  The  Duke  of 
Portland's  chara&er  as  a  Mmifter  was  in  queftion.  He  was 
convinced  of  the  noble  Duke's  integrity,  and  that  on  all 
fuch  furmifes  he  was  difjpofed  to  invite  or  challenge  rather 
than  to  avoid  and  fkulk  from  enquiry— Would  to  God,  faid 
he,  that  all  perfons  againft  whom  fimilar  charges  have  been 
laid  were  equally  forward  in  denying  their  troth,  or  in  call— 
ing  for  a  fcrupulous  inveftigation  of  their  circumftances.— 
Upon  what  foundation  do  the  prefent  allegations  reft  ?  How 
are  they  fupported  ?  Till  this  is  known,  is  it  fair  or  ho- 
nourable, or  becoming  the  charafter  of  a  gentleman,  to 
throw  out  an  unfounded  inve&ive,  tending  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  at  large  againft  the  noble  Duke, 
whofe  integrity  he  was  convinced  could  neither  be  chal- 
lenged nor  impeached  ?  As  to  the  fum  of  500I.  which  it  was 
alledgcd  had  been  lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Edinburgh  for 
the  purpofe  of  forwarding  Scotch  members  to  Parliament 
with  expedition,  and  which  was  placed  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  late  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  he  knew 
nothing  of  this  myfterious  tr&nfadion.  It  had  been  af~ 
ferted,  that  a  member  from  that  country  in  indigence  had 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  that  fund  and  had  obtained  i*. 
This  circumftance  he  could  only  explain  on  the  fuppofitipn 
thai  a  perfion  of  this  defcription  had  applied  to  the  late 
Lord  Advocate,  who  he  was  convinced  poffeffed  the  fame 
benevolent  ientiments  with  his  predeceflbr  in  office,  and 
that  he,  commiferating  thl  ftate  of-  fo  neceflitous  a  menu 
her,  anxious  to  difcharge  his  duty  to  his  conftituents,  but 
diftrefied  by  the  preffures  of  poverty,  had  extended  to 
him  that  charitable  afiiftance  which  every  humane  man 
have  done  in  fimilar  fituations. 
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Mr.DtmdM  .  Mr.  Dvndas  very  handfomcly  vidicated  the  political  in* 
teeiity  of  the  late  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland.    He  faid  he 
was  incapable  of  being  proftiiuted  into  the  character  of  a 
•    diftributer  of  the  wages  of  corruption,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  fuch  defcription  of  him  had  originated  in  mis- 
information. 
Mr.  Dal-        Mr.Dalrymple,  with  no  inconfiderable  embarraffment,  rofe 
rympie.       to  authenticate  what  the  honourable  member  (Mr.  Yorkc) 
had  ftated  to  the  Houfe  on  his  information.     He  after  ted, 
/      that  on  the  26th  of  December  laft,  a  friend  of  his  in  Scot* 
land  had  acquainted  him  that  he  had  authority  to  offer 
him  a  place  of  500I.  a  year  on  the  provifion  of  his  aban- 
doning his  former  parliamentary  conduct,  and  joining  the 
party  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  —  that  he  was  to  enjoy  this 
emolument  on  the  reft  oration ,  of  the  noble  Duke  to  his 
former  office,  and  that  his  conduct  in  Parliament  was  to 
be  a  fpeculation  on  that  idea.     This  offer  he  faid  came 
.     from  a  relation  of  his  own,  whofe  name  he  was  not  under 
any  obligation  to  conceal,  it  was  Mi.  Hamilton,  of  Bar* 
gany.     He  had  interrogated  that  gentleman  refpeding  his 
grounds  of  authority  and  coropumoo,  but  had  been  inform- 
ed that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  explain  thefe  circum fiances, 
and  would  not  enter  on  the  .promulgation  of  fuch  fecrets 
,  for  the  world.     As  to  the  affair  of  the  depofit  of  500L  in 

tfre  Bank  of  Scotland  for  the  forwarding  the  Scotch  mem- 
bers to  Parliament,  he  had  been  informed  of  this  tranf- 
a&ion  in  a  public  coffee  houfe,  and  on  that  ground  he  had 
,     given  his  information  to  the  honourable  member  who  had 
broached  the  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe. 
lord  North      Lord  North,  then  interrupted  him,  wifhing  to  inveftigate 
the  motives  and  fentiments  of  the  honourable  member  on 
v  the  reception  of  the.  above  propofal. 

Mr.  Da).        Mr.  Dalrympk  owned  that  he  rejected  the  offer  of  place 
rympie.  ,    wjth  difdain,  and  expoftulated  with  his  relation  on  the  in- 
expediency of  his  relinquifhing  his  old  friends  and  attach* 
ing  himfelf  to  anew  junto  for  the  paultry  fum  offered  him. 
Such  terms  he  could  by  no  means  liften  to. 
*L*r<!Miit-      Lord  Mahland  rofe  and  declaimed  with  great  warmth 
hnd.  on  the  prefent  violation  of  parliamentary  privilege.   It  was 

the  groffeft  that  had  occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Houfe. 
It  tended  to  injure  the  reputation*  of  a  noble  Duke  whofe 
.  .integrity  he  held  in  the  higheft  efteera.  He  would  there- 
fore beg  that  the  Houfe  would  not  treat  it  in  a  trivial  man- 
ricr,  but  enquire  into  its  grounds,  and  in  particular  inves- 
tigate 
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tigate  the  authority  on  which  it  was  founded ;  and  that  the 
perfon  who  had  dared  to  ufc  the  influence  of  the  late  Mini- 
fter  without  his  approbation  or  confent,  fhould  be  called  to 
give  an  account  of  his  condud  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Dundas  contended  that  it  was  hard  to  treat  the  pre*  Mr.DjM<U»; 
fent  fubjeft  in  fo  ferious  a  light ;  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  man 
of  refpeftable  character,  and  of  fome  wit  and  humour ;  he 
might  perhaps  have  only  been  amufing  himfelf  during  the 
Chriftmas  holidays  with  the  credulity  of  the  honourable 
Member,  his  relation.  He  was  convinced  that  the  en- 
quiry, if  profecuted,  would  come  to  nothing.  Mr.  Ha- 
milton was  infirm,  and  much  advanced  in  years,  and  it 
would  be  rather  hard  to  pre  Is  his  attendance  from  fo  great  a 
dtftance  at  this  inclement  fcafon  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Yorke  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Dairy  m pie  was  the  gen-  Mr.Yoike. 
tleman  from  whom  he  had  received  information  refpefting 
the  'prefent  object  of  enquiry. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell  ftood  up  to  make  a  motion  on  the  fubjeft.  Sir  Peter 

Mr.  Powys  obferved,  though  he  had  differed^  with  much  JjJJ^powti 
regret,  for  fome  time  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
£Mr.  Fox]  over  againft  him,  he  was  always  happy  to  pay 
every  juft  tribute  to  his  merit ;  and  he  could  not  help  ad- 
miring on  this  occafion  the  very  open,  unequivocal  manner 
in  which  he  had  ftood  forward  and  repelled  the  prefent  im- 
putation. In  this  refpeft  he  had  fet  a  noble  and  manly  ex- 
ample to  the  prefent  Minifters,  and  he  trufted  they  would 
foHow  it  literally  and  without  hefitation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  role  immediately  on  this,  and  faid  he  Mr.Chaa- 
fhould  fay  but  a  few  words,   and  thofe  very  direft.     He  cellor  ritt- 
therefore  protefted  in  very  folemn  and  ftrong  terms,  that' he  • 
had   never  underftood  any  thing  of  the  rumour  which  had 
created  fo  much  noife  and  difturbance  till  he  had  heard  it 
in  the  Houfe,  and  whether  true  or  falfe  to  this  moment  he    ' 
was  'not  certain. 

Mr.  Byng  prefled  an  enquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the  pre-  Mr.Bynf. 
fent  buiinefs  with  much  earneftnefs  and  honeft  indignation. 

The  Speaker  dated,  that,  previous  to  framing  a  motion,  The  Spei- 
it  would  be  neceflary  and  regular  to  ftate  the  information  ker* 
that  had  been  given  by  the  honourable  member  to  the 
Houfe.  He  had  therefore  drawn  out  a  fketch  of  this  kind, 
whifh  he  would  fubmit  to  their  confideration,  and  in  parti- 
cular to  the  correction  of  the  members  who  were  more  im- 
mediately connc&ed  with  the  bufinefs. 

Lord 
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Lord  Mai-  Lord  Mul$rqve  aifferted,  that  the  regular  way  to  conduct 
grave,  a  matter  of  this  nature  was  to  ftate  the  words  and  charges  of 
the  members  in  their  own  language,  that  they  might  have 
a  fuller  opportunity  of  proving  them  on  a  future  occafiosu 
TJ*  S?e»-  The  Speaker  afferted,  that  that  was  furely  the  ordinary 
ker.  mode  of  procedure  in  cafes  where  the  words  fpoken  were  ol>- 

jefliQqable;  but  that  when  h&%  were  ftated  it  was  in  the 
cuftoro  of  the  Houfe  to  profecute  the  line  of  bufinefs  which 
he  had  already  chalked  out,  and  to  ftate  the  general  grounds 
of  information  before  them,  on  which  a  fubfequent  motion 
might  undoubtedly  be  founded. 
Lv*  Mvl-       Lord  Mulgravc  ftill  infifted,  though  with  deference  to  the 
g»?e.         Speaker,  on  the  propriety  of  dating  the  grounds  of  infor- 
mation in  the  language  of  the  members  who  had  given  it, 
this  being  the  fulleft  and  moil  ample  mode  of  conducing 
the  bufioefs, 
Mr.  Saw-        Mr,  Sawbridgt  feemed  to  difcover  an  inclination  in  the 
btiJge.       minds  of  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  bringing  the  matter 
to  compromife,  and  as  the  enquiry  was  likely  to  turn  out 
frivolous,  to  drop  it,  in  compliment  to  thofo  who  had  called 
for  a  rairiUte  inveftigation  of  the  bufinefs.      He  hoped  this 
was  a  moafure  which  his  friends  would  fpurn  at  and  deleft, 
Mr.  Chan*       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought  the  honourable  member  right 
tcllorPitt.   in  his  anticipation.    Neither  he  nor  his  friends  wifhed  to 
avoid  enquiry  with  the  ailiduity  he  had  laboured  to  defcribc, 
lAt.  Byng.       Mr.  Byng  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that,  he  had  juft  had  a 
converfation  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  fubje£k  of 
debate,  and  that  he  ftrongly  denied  the  charges  brought 
again  ft  him,  and  mod  carneftly  folicited  a  minute  enquiry 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  tranfa&ion. 
Tie  Spea-       The  Speaker  argued  on  his  old  ground,  and  infilled  on  the 
*"•  propriety  of  reading  the  detail  of  information  he  had  di- 

geftcd,  as  previous  to  the  Tegular  formation  of  a  motion  oa 
the  fubjeft. 
CbaciOQ*      Colonel  Onflow  oppofed  the  idea* 

J*  >*    ,.  Mr.  Ellis  iupported  it. 

Mr.  El  is.       jt  was  ^t  |a^  rea(j^  an(j  contajnwj  the  particulars  alre*)y 

Mr.  Dii-  ftated„  On  reading  it  a  fecond  time,  Mr.  Dabjmpky  on 
tymple.  recoiled  ion,  begged  leave  to  correft  his  firft  account  of  his 
interview  with  Mr.  Hamilton.  He  obferved,  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  told  him,  that  he  had  authority  to  make  propo- 
fals  to  him,  not  frt>m  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  he  had  al- 
ready intimated,  but  from  the  Portland  Administration;  he 
therefore  begged  that  this  correction  might  be  made  in  the 

paper 
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piper  of  information  before  the  Houfe*— it  being  informal 
to  alter  the  original  ftatement  of  the  affair,  thu  emendation 
was  ftated  and  fobjoided  to  it* 

Lord  North  obferved,   that  the  information  before  the  W.Woc*. 
Houfe  now  not  only  afie&ed  the  Duke  of  Portland,  but  alio 
all  the  perfont  connected  with  his  Adminiftration ;  and  beg- 
ged that  the  members  might  attend  to  that  circumftance, 
sad  to  this  new  afpeft  of  the  bufinefs* 

Mr*  Scott  urged  the  enquiry.  Mr.  Scott. 

General  Conway  obferved,  that  its  importance  affe&ed  in  Geo.  Cob- 
a.  material  degree  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  it  was  that  wa/< 
Houfe  which  had  called  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  late 
Adminiftration  into  office.  » 

Mr.  Scattf  who  had  been  interrupted,  refumed  his  fpeech,  Mr*  Scott« 
and  ftrenuoufly  -urged,  that  if  enquiries  were  to  be  infti- 
toted,  the  conduit  of  a  noble  Peer  in  the  other  Houfe  ought, 
above  all  things,  to  be  minutely  examined. 

QAfter  this,  various  members  took  a  (hare  in  the  debate. 
It  is  impoffible,  however,  for  us  to  enter  into  a  minute  de- 
tail of  their  different  fentiments  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bufi- 
*e&.  We  are,  therefore,  under  the  difagreeable  necefliry 
©f  aflembling  within  narrow  bounds  what  we  judge  to  be 
the  more  ftriking  circomftances  of  debate,  and  of  exhibiting 
an  imperfect  (ketch  of  them  to  the  public] 

The  paper  of  information  being  repeatedly  read  bji  the 
Speaker,  a  motion  was  at  laft  made  by 

Sir  Peter  Burrell9  That  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Bargany,   do  Sir  Pttn 
appear  at  the  bar  of  this  Houfe  this  day  fortnight.  Bone** 

Various  arguments  were  ufed  by  different  members  re- 
<peding  the  hardfhip  of  calling  an  aged  and  infirm  man  up 
from  Scotland,  at  to  inclement  a  feafon  of  the  year,  whilft 
its  abfolutc  neceffity  was  urged  on  the  other  band. 

Mr.  Fox  drew  a  ftriking  parallel  between  the  prefent  fpe-  Mr.  Fo*. 
cies  of  rumour  and  the  rumours  which  had  been  adverted  to 
.and  infifted  on  by  his  friends.  He  &w  (evidently  that  the 
former  were  frivolous ;  they  were  meant,  however,  to  com- 
bat the  latter ;  but  how  ineffectual  was  the  retort !  The 
honourable  member*  with  whom  they  had  originated, 
(kulked  from  enquiry.  He  and  his  friends  on  a  fimilar 
ground  of  report  challenged  it,  and  catted  on  the  fufpecled 
and  the  guilty  to  deny  it.  This  was  a  difference  which 
marked  the  difference  between  the  laft  and  prefent  Admi- 
niftration, and  which  he  was  anxious  to  define  and  exhibit ' 

to  the  Houfe, 

Mr.  Erjkini 
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Mr.Eiftinc  Mr.  Erjkiru  reprehended,  with  much  feverity,  the  inde- 
cent and  injurious  manner  in  which  his  honourable  relation 
(the  late  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland)  had  been  treated  by  the 
honourable  member  who  fuggeftcd  the  bufinefs.  He  avert- 
ed, that  fiich  furmifes  were  falfe,  malicious,  and  flanderous, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  were  verified  and  confirmed. 

Mr.Cowtc      Mr.  Courunay,  with  his  ufuai  facctioufnefs,  fiated,  that  the 

****  prefent  circumftance,  like,  many  other  ferious  ones,  might 

have  originated  in  a  very  trivial  caufe.  The  idea,  for  ex- 
ample, of  fending  500 1,  to  Scotland,  for  the  purpofe  of 
paying  the  poftage  of  the  Scotch  members  to  Parliament, 
might  be  ealily  explained. 

Ft  was  an  old  cuftom,  he  understood,  when  the  King  of 
Scotland  paid  a  vifit  to  the  King  of  England,  to  have  the  ex* 
pences  of  his  journey  paid  by  the  latter ;  and  after  the 
%  Union,  the  fuin  of  500 1.  which  in  Scotch  money  would 
amount  to  a  much  larger  fuch  in  calculation,  was  allowed 
by  Government  for  the  purpofe  of  franking  the  Scotch 
members  to  the  metropolis.  Thefe  fafts  he  had  lately  .pick- 
ed up  from  avery  intelligent  gentleman ;  and  he  was  really 
apt  to  iufpeft  that  the  honourable  member  who  had  laid  fo 
much  material  information  before  the  Houfe,  had  fome  how 
or  other  received  an  imperfeft  account  of  the  above  circutn- 
ftances,  and  by  a  ftrange  .anachronifm  had  applied  them  to 
.  the  late  Admipiftration  and  the  prefent  times.  This  was 
the  only  rational  account  he  could  make  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  M'Do-      Mr.  McDonald  moved  that  the  time  fpecified  in  the  motion 

maid.  of  a  fortnight  be  extended  to  three  weeks. 

Gen.  Con-       General  Conway  thought  that  a.refolution  of  the  Houfe, 

way.  declaring  the  above  furmifes  to  bq  frivolous  and  groundlefc, 

might 'perhaps  afford  fatisfaftion,  and  fpare  the  old  man, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  the  trouble  and  rifle  of  a  long  and  tedious 
journey  to  this  country. 

Mr,  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  could  not  enter  into  that  idea,  unlefs  the  Houfe 
was  unanimous,,  as  the  difhonour  done  to  the  noble  Duke 
and  his.  friends  muft  be  wiped  away  without  one  diflen- 
tient  voice. 

14.  North.  Lord  North  was  of  the  fame  opinion.  He  infifted,  with 
much  point,  on  the  frivolous  attempt  that  had  been  made  to 
difcredit  the  late  Administration  in  the  eye  of  the  public 
How  different  wad  the  conduit  of  that  Administration  re* 
fpe&ing  the  rumours  which  had  lately  been  circulated,  and 
which  were  attributed  to  them !  Thefe  rumours,  though  no 
legal  proof  of  them  could  perhaps  be  adduced,  he  was  conv 

vinced 
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viaccd  were  real,  and  had  never  been  denied.  Them  were 
many  members  in  the  tfouie  nearly  related  to  the  eight 
Lords  of  the  Bedchaqiher,.  who  were  jqow  in  office,  and 
againft  whom, the  imputation  of  fecret  influence  had  betft 
chiefly  dire&ed,  who  during  the  various  agitations  of  that 
fubje&  had  neither  called  for  enquiry,  nor  denied  the  char- 
ges brought  againft  them. .  He  himfelf  had  a  connection, 
a  brother-in-law  (Lord  Willoughby)  amongft  the  number 
of  that  honourable  fraternity  of  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber. 
Perhaps  he  himfelf  might  be  thought  criminal  in  not  calling 
on  that  noble  Lord  to  deay  the  charges  brought  againft 
hinxand  his. confederates:  he  would  therefore  take  this  pub- 
lic opportunity  of  djfeharging  that  duty  to  his  honourable 
connection,  and  of  calling  on  him  to  wipe  away  thofe 
{tains  which  rumour  had  fixed,  upon  him. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a  diviiion.    . 

The  Honourable  Keith-  Stuart  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  The  Has. 
from  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  feeraed  fo  naturally  di-  &•  Stuart* 
re£ted  againft  him  on  account  of  his  connection  with  a 
noble  Lord,  (Lord  Galloway,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Bedchamber)  that  he  could  not  fit  any  longer  filent.  Aa 
honourable  member,  in  the  courfc  of  Monday's  debate, 
had  alluded  in  direft  terms  to  the  conduct  of  his  noble  re- 
lation, that  he  had  waited  on  him  for  the  purpofe  of  having 
the  matter  explained,  and  he  now  held  in  his  hand  a  detail 
of  the  whole  affair  wrote  by  the  noble  Lord. 

This  he  faid  he  would  with  permiflioh  read  ;  it  contained 
an  account  of  an  interview  with  General  Rofs ;  the  fubjeft 
of  converfation  turned  on  the  politics  of  the  times.  Thfe 
General  difapproved  of  the  conduft  of  Administration  with 
fome  warmth,  on  which  the  noble  Lord  changed  the  fub- 
jeft, which,  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  fprightlihefe  of  the 
noble  Lord's  child,  who  happened  to  be  prefent,  terminated 
the  converfation,  -      \       '    ■ 

General  Rofs  gave  a  different  ftatement  of  the  interview.  Gen.  Rof* 
He  had  been  unexpectedly  waited  on  by  the  noble  Lord, 
though  their  inrercourfe  had  been  interrupted  for  a  con- 
fidence period.  He  called  on  him  in'confequence  of  his 
vifit;  the  converfation  turned  on  politics;  he  was  fhewn 
into  a  private  room;  the  noble  Lord  talked  of  Lords  Thur- 
low,  Gower,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  being 
constantly  together  at  dinner;  afked  if  he  thought  he  could 
change  his  political  creed  to  that  of  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion ?   He  anfwered  him  that  he  could  not.    On  Which  the 

Vol.  XII.  4D  noble 
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noble  Lord  (aid,  that  he  could  affure  him  that  it  w»  Kvs 
Majefty's  fentiment,  that  thoft  who  oppofed  the  India  bU| 
to.be  brought  into  Parliament  wore  enemies  to  the  Crown. 

The  Houfe  then  agreed  to 'the  original  motion  that  the 
India  bijl  be  read  a  firfl  time  on  Friday  next. 
Mr.  Fo*         Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  though  he  thought  the  eziftence  of  the 
Houfe  was  now  fecured,  yet  he  did  not  know  what  ftep  the 
folly  and  frenzy  of  Minifters  might  lead  them  to  take.     He 
wimed  therefore  to  know,  previous  to  his  moving  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  what  aiTurances  he  could  obtain  from  Mi- 
ni fters  refpe&ing  the  diflglution  of  Parliament  before  Fri- 
day next.     If   there  was  to  be  no  diflblution,  he  woold 
•.  wave,  at  this  late  hour,  moving  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  till  that  period. 
The  Right       The  Right  Hon,  WilBam  Pitt  was  at  a  lofs,  in  hit  pre- 
Hon.  win.  fent  ftaje  of  imputed  infinity,  hQw  to  fatisfy  the  honourable 
Pi^"        '  gentleman  on  that  point,     $te  could,  however,  afiure  him, 
that  alt  his  time  till  Friday,  would  be  employed  in  prepar- 
ing the  propofed  bilL  for  the  infpeftion  of  the  HoqJp, 
.  At  two  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Friday. 

yanuary  16. 

Mr.  Dun*       Mr.  Duncombe  prefented  a  petition  from  the  county  of 

tombe.  York,  fiiniUr  to  one  which  he  prefented  laft  year,  for  a 
more  equal  representation  of  the  people* 

M-tforth.  Lord  Ntftbted,  that  having  been  always  an  enemy  to 
this  wifhed-for  innovation,  having  fees  the  nation  happy 
under  the  prefent  Government,  and  having  voted  againft 
the  propofitton  before  ite  thought  it  neceffary  to  declare  that 
his  opinion  on  this  fubjeft  had  not  undergone  the  finaUeft 
alteration ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  now  much  confirmed 
in  the  propriety  of  his  fentiments  on  this  qoeftton,  by  the 
£ondu&  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  within  thefib  three 
weeks;  a  condufi  which  did  them  the  higheft  honour,  as  it 
pressed  them  to  be,  what  the  advocates  for  a  reform  had  al- 
ways affcrted  it  was  in  their  nature  impoffible  they  fhoald 
be,  a  body  of  men  zealous  for  the  purity  of  the  Conflbtn- 
tion,  whom  corruption  could  not  warp. 

Ifr.Powy*.  Mr.  Powy$  obferved,  that  this  was  one  of  tbofe  very  tew 
.qpeftiojas  on  which  ho  happened  to  agree  with  the  noMe  Lord 
-who  had  juft  fat  down  :  as  long  as  the  gdvepifnent  of  this 
touutry  mould  reft  in  the  hands  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
pons,  he  cettainiy  would,  as  far  a&  in  him  lay,  maintain  the 
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sfeprefentatfcn  of  tfee  people  in  that  Houfe  in  its  prefent  fora* 
but  if  ever  heihpuld  fee  a  fourth  eflate  .introduced  into  the 
constitution*  he  believed  he  ihoutd  be  bound  in  doty  ooC  only 
to  oppofe,  but  to  promote  a  parliamentary  reform.  . . 

Mr.  Burke  wifhed  to  know  where  this  -fourth  ttftatewat  to  Ilr.Barfct. 
be  found ;  the  introduftion  of  2which  would  fnalqe  thefutaou* 
rabie  member  change  his  bpmionof  tbe.deftined«n&>OB.'  He 
faid  he  would  rejoice  to  learn  in  what  part  of  the  heavenly 
fyftem  this  new-  planet  of  a  fourth  eftate  iriight<jbe>d»fcov4md  | 
at  preterit  it  was  invifiUe;  and  what  might  bo  its  influence 
or  operation  of  its  gravitation*  in  the  political  planetary  fyf- 
tem, it  was?  not  for  him  to  conje&ure.  But  to  drop  the  cu- 
rious idea  of  a  &unh  eftate,  he  would  Dead  to  the  H  otofe  a 
few  fliort  podges  itbni  a  pacnphtet^  written,  or  fuppofed  to  '' 

be  written,  by  a  oerfbn  who  was  yery  lately  a  member  of 
this  Houftfc  but  who  within  a  few  days  had  been  trinflated* 
not  transported,  to  a  place  of:  reft -^- the  Houfe  ef  Lords* 
which  Loud  Cbefterfield  ufed  to  call  fometimes  the  hufpital 
Of  incurable*,  fotoctimes  the  hofpital  of  invalids,  and  which 
might  alfo  very  properly  be  called  a  political  woritikofife,  as 
etymclogifts'fay,  L*cus>a  non  {mendo,  like  a  parifh  work* 
houfe,  where fiople  bre  fentto  when  they  are  no  lancer  abte 
to  work.  The  perfon  he  meant  was  Lord  Camerforfl, ;  wh<\ 
like  Elijah,  Jiad  been  wrapt  up  into  the  heaven  of  reft. ;  to 
whorn  he  hid  Mt  his  cloak  it  was  not  bis  bofineistb  enquire: 
perhaps  this  pamphlet  might  bo  considered  as  hi?  cloak, 
-which  he  left:  to  his  difciple  in  the  Lower  Houfe*  :  After 
lit  rich  laughtfc*  aild  joking,  Mr.  Burke  read  ftvtraL  pafiagc% 
affcidl  laid  4t  down  -  as  a  «onftt€utional  do&riae  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  a  right  to  advife  the  Crown. ;  that 
the  prerogatives  of.  the  Crown  w^ere  but  trufts  for  fhegobd 
fcf  the  people,  and  jronfequettlyitbai!  they. could  not  Be  con* 
flitutionally  exercifed  to  their  prejudice ;  and  finally,  char  no 
Mmfiftry *  cootfr aalfc  inr  this  coentry  without  the  confidence 
of  the  Hoofe  M  Commons*  Th^fe,  Mr.  B«irJte>  ironi* 
tally  obferved^  Wtre  theipernklour  and  ahti**bnftltasT6nal 
tfo&flhci*  whiflfc  Lord  Caototfbrd  had  the  audacity  to  lay  ^ 

4owft  and  teaintafaj  and  which  wfcte  evidently  calculated  to 
liitrbduee,  ctetffilj  ihd  fupport  whit  the  honourable:  mem* 
tei****  pleated  tfr'cfaH  a  fourth' tflate '  in  the confttottam 
TTfc  ptrtffent  Hoiife  of  Commons,  a&ing  up  to  the  ufcconftU 
4tftibnal  ddAririeof  Lord  Camelford,  had  had  the  prefurdp- 
*k>h  to  look  Upon 'the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  ai  a  truft ; 
thejr  had  facrilepoofly  dared  to  advife  the  Sovereign  to  the 
*-;'  4  D  4  exercife 
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exercifeof  it,;  andthey  had  had  the  tnfeknce  to  declare  that 
ther*  ought  tobe  an  Adnriniftration  which  poflefled  the  con- 
fidence of' the  iioufe  of  Commons. '  Thus  they  had  men 
efficacy  to. the  unconditional  do&rine  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  introduced  that  dangerous,  that  alarming  fourth  eftate, 
which  had  operated  a  political  conversion  in  the  honourable 
member,  ami  of  an  enemy  had  made  a  friend  to  a  parliamen- 
tary reform;    As  to  bringing  «p  the  petition,  he  .certainly 
would « not  oppofe  it ;  but  is  to  the  reform  itfelf,  be  would 
certainly  give  it  the  raoft.  hearty  oppofitkm,  at  he  had  not 
yet  felt  any  change  in  his  opinion  on  that  queftion. 
The  Right      The  right  honourable  William  Atf  obferred,:  that  though 
Hon.  Wm.  much  had  been  faid,  he  did  nbt  find  that  :theie  was  any  op- 
*lU#  pofition  to  the  motion  for  bringing  up  the  -petition.    As  for 

nimfelf,  he  prefumed  he  need  not  fay  that  he  was  *  firieod  to 
it;  foon  after  his .introduction  into  that  Woofe,  he  had  de- 
clared? his  opinion  of -a-  parliamentary  reform  :*  that  opinion 
he  had  fuppoited  in  two  £ucceffive  feffions,  and;  the  want  of 
fuccefs  'had  not  made  the  leaifalteration  »»  it.  \i  •  indeed  any 
thing  had  heen  .  wanting  to  confirm  him. in  his  decided  adhe- 
rence to  that  opinion,  it  was.  the  condaft  .of  which  he  had 
been  a  witnefe  for  fomerwoekspail  in  that/hoofe;  a  condu& 
which  'he  was  convinced  he.never  fbould  have  feen  bad  the 
reform  which,  the  people  fo  much  wtAied  far-been  obtained. 
He  would  net,  howevin/j  ha  under  Aodd  to;be  an  advocate  for 
every  fpccies  of  refoan,  which  might  1  appear  .neeeflary  to 
other  men  \ .  bb t  av  teiipmtn  •  and  moderate  reform,  tempe- 
rately and  moderately  ftarfled,  he  would  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  fituatkans,  be  ready  to  promote  to  .*be  utmoft  of  his 
power.  .  • .  o:  •••  .  • «   •  * 

<Than}u*ftitm  for  bringing  up  the  petition  was  put^nd  car- 
tied :  Mr.  Dtlncombd  thethbrougbt  it  up>  *and  delivered  it  to 
the  clferk, ;  who  read  it       ,  ■';  •  ?:;.,**    , 

Mr.  Dob-   "   Mr.  Duncbmbe  then  moved'  that  it  do,  lie  upon  the  tabfcr, 
cdmbc.       and  the  Chancellor  of  .tbeiExchequer  feOooled  the-giotian. 
The  £ar)  of  *    ^c  E**l  t>t.Smrny:  upon  thi*  ofyferved,  1  that,  the  freeholders 
s«rrj.        of  the  county  of  Yotluexpeded  jttatfihe  qght  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  done  Jbmethtog  paoie  than  barely  <p 
move  that. the  petition  ihould-lie  upoft the  Bible:  they  fondly 
entertained  a  hope  that  ho  would  have&fcgn  aaadive  part  in 
the  bufinefst  and  fupported  the  reform:  with  $11  his  .power* 
They  repofed  the  greateft  confidence  fobis  abilities,  wfcicfe 
were  certainty  of  the  firft  rate  }  and  as  they  had  formed  an 
opinio*  jtat  m  would  not.  Qpnfent .  to;  wk*  aof  part,  of  a 

s  '..  -  ~  cabinet 
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cabinet,  -hv»hich*hetfe  was  a  man  Whotwas.  hofttfo  to  a  par* 
liamdaiary  frefbrhfc,  to  they  presumed  that  fuccefs  woold  at* 
teadthixappbcBttjn^  becaufethey  expected  that  it  would  bd 
fupported  bjf  thtf  whole  weight  of  government.  This  hefcxd  h 
heencoottiMfflooed  hy  M'moA  refp*£bhle  body  of  feceHolder*  < 
of  thejtounty  of  J¥c^y«  to  communicate  toraie  right  honour 
rabk gentleman*  rand  }>e  had  ttaketi  that,  opportunity  ttboori* 
vey  to  .hint,  in- the  noil; public  mannor^:  their  wifhfls^  their 
hopes* •  and)  thtir  expectations.  tfe*himfelfi  u*a  a  friend-to 
the  rtibnn;  behaq,  faen  the  fatal  confeqnfaces  of  Acre*  in* 
fluence,  whichrwoukl,  Jiot  ha,ve  dared  ,to*ihewiitl'eIf^iiiUl> the 
Houfe  of  Goraitioiir)l{qen  oonftitutedija  (vch  p  marine*  ob?1d 
be  lii.  reality  tfcet  representative  of  the  natida  i  iirthat  ctde 
Charles  Mel lifh,  Efq.  would  not  have  accepted  did  Crriltem 
HandiedSagainfohis  trill, .  at  thedrffix*  of  the  iDnkebf  New-  »  *  **+ 
caflkvfcf  the  pucpofc  of  noakiBg.aiyfecaJnc.y  for  tile  borough  '   - 

of  Aldhorougb,.  *hich?wasjtno«fo'to  be3enthrdy*»t;tlie.  di£ 
pofal  of  thatnoblemiri.    ';:-»«.        ,    •       •  **.  r    »  *  ♦  ^V' 

The  QmuceUbr  kf  tb€\ExcbtqMir.K  was  furprrfed  td  hear  the  The Cha«. 
nohle  Locd  owfuxe  him  rfojiflofcito  ceiiorotthe 

barely,  torfeopadn  motion  thatjtl?e  petition /boaldf.ljeupoft    xc  equer" 
the  table.     He  might  nave  expected  a  cenfure  indeedj  >if  Ac 
had  goneaity  fiwthttV:^^  n^i^tybaw  offoriW  th*  g&ttle-  »'4 

tBon  on  theiothe*  fiit'dfrfheiHcfrie  ad  opportunity  tolcryoot 
that  Jnrfead  prefiwipilj;  with  drffiied  hariife;  ,torpollute  thei  (ait 
p<n i turn  of  the* propter  th*e he,  thfiroeeatune(of  ieqr^ttoflsir   ' 
eaefi««t(houlddai^rtbor7irtt^rfent  /wh^n  tlhere  Was  qor&too  of«a 
meafiitfc  whkhi  wtid  to  rortymftrntopiittof  ttart.  Movft. 
•He  might  have  tHobghi?^ber*fo«*?;  tfepfccioafideringlth^figbt 
in  *Which[he!appen«dtlo.tiie  noble  Locd,  hisxondia&im>  barely 
feoahdbfigthanHetiei;wttU  hav^  oirft  jfith  approbation  in- 
.Acad  qf  Amfttm  «  1  Hi»  gwaKr.rffady/  td  totem  the^TOUsldqqid 
his  thinks  fop!.the  tataing  bproifeiifhe>  enterciioodlof  this 
abilities,  if  by.  lotbet/  frartr  eSrhSarfpefceh  he«*tat.4iot  con- 
yinced  thaWjlus^godi/dproiftrtb  of  [We  abilities  wASvovetbrf- 
laocedbya/bai  icpioien  af^biii^litiwiocondu^an'^aher  re- 
fpe£kt '. -  he  wat, 3 Jtywwrtar,;  thaniftfcd  vto  tthe  rvery/ otfre&ibie 
bpdy.of  'freeholderstof  jthe.vf^;r.ir£l^oAabi&<:ountyioi  Yorir, 
'  for  ;the  i&Yoorahfeii* ittime^lfthe^veiilwriwe^iOt'him;  but 
.  iM^rf s-«fc  a:IofMo>4*nc«w  /w^innobey  hu4  lean»fr*hotihe 
Dfcwer  would  ,olafc»>fprirt  ^^foabihtfy/anyreitet.ineiBrber  of 
'which  fliottMtbef'hoftiJe  to.  arpmJwwntUry  .refonto;!  perhaps 
at  -woultlbe  abfolatt^impoifiblotttver tpfornrftfch^  cabinet; 
tbe  propo(uk>f»<w#*  ^  point  Q*nvhi4hrthaiei  vm&  io  rnauy 
.•'•  ^'2  * '  different 
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different  opinions*  that  he  believed  if  tbe  country  was  to 
remain  without  a  cabinet  until  one  could  be  formed  that 
fbould  be  unanimous  on  this  fubje£t,  England  would  never 
fee  an  Adminifirattonj  To  him,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ap- 
peared not  a  little  Angular,  that  the  noble  Locd  and  his 
friends,  who  wece  fiidi  determined  enemies  to  influence* 
4houldiexpe£t  that  a  meafure  relating  jfisnpW  to  the  Com* 
mot»viuch  as  a  referanction  in  tbe  representation  of  the 
peoptey  ihouW  in  any  degree  originate  in  the  Cabinet,  or 
come  forward,  under  their  influence  and  profce&ion.  All  he 
would  add  to  tht*  wag,  that  individually  he  would  exeVt  the 
uttnoft  of  his  power  and  ability  to  fupfxxt  the  meafure  of  a 
reform  in  Parliament,  whenever  that  fubjeA.lhould  be 
brought  before  die  Houfe.  . ;  :  '   . . ' 

Tbe  Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Surry  wifted  to  correct  one  fexpreffion  in  his 
Surr**  f  peech.  When  her  sjoid  that  4  her  right  -homaqabte  gentleman 
would  not  confent  tathake  a  $>art  of  «•  Cabinet  in  which 
there  was  a  fingle  man  hoftile  to  the  idea  of  a  parliamentary 
reform,  he  meant  to  have  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  not  hat&taken  a  firuation  in  1  Cabinet  id  which 
there-was  not  a  majority*  or  great  prevalently  in  favour  of 
this  oplnkm. 
Mr.  Fos.  Mr.  Fox  agreed  entirely  with  the  right  hwtlonrabk  gentle- 
snarv,  that  it  was  fear oely  peAUle  to  %nd  d  prbper  number  of 
peribns  to  form  a  Cabinet,  who  fhould  agrnet  upon  theetpe* 
diency,  'policy,  or  tteceifity  of  a?parliaah^aary  reform.  He 
was  glad  to  find  the  right  honourable  member  of  his  opinion, 
for  it  ctmpleatly  juftisJMf^ne  jatrt  of  MrfMivFort)  cow- 
dud,  which  had  taut 'greatly  approved  byperfofts,  whofe 
#ood  opinion  was  of  very  great  importance  to  him.  When 
he  was  fent  back  to  h\s  conftitvisntt;  the  lafb  time,  en  being 
'appointed  Secretary  of  State,  many  verf  refpeftabte  perfoot, 
who  found  no  ground  46  cenfum  of  the  coalition,  Untied  it 
merely  on  this,  that  hq  had  afbetated  with  a  noble  Load  who 
had  always  ihewn  himftlf  a  dutenrtnedaitd^twwedetgmr  to 
a  parliamentary  reform.  Hit  anfwer  to  them  waf  the  wot 
with  that  which  had  been  tmbde  by  the  right  honoutabk  gen- 
tleman* that  it  was  abn+ft  impo&ble  to  make  a  Cabinet  ar- 
rangement of  perfonrwho  fhouM  be  unanimous  in  feppttt 
of  a-  reform.  This  certainly  waw  not  the  eaft  in  the  f&*1 
Cabinet ;  and  there  was  fome  reafon  indeed  for  forprift,  that 
.  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  feteAfan  of  Cabinet 
Minifters,  had  fcarceTy  introduced  one  fingle  peffen  who 

would  fopport  him  in  his  endeavours  to  bring  about  that  rt- 

fena. 
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form.  Thp  perfon  whom  the  language  of  the  conftitution 
emphatically  called  the  Keeper  of  the  King's  confcience, 
was  the  declared  enemy  of  fuch  a  reform ;  and  Lord  Sydney, 
with  whom  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  a&ed  for  fo  many  years,  had 
invariably  oppofed  every  attempt  that  had  been  made  to  ef- 
fect this  reform.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  not  focrificed  his  opinion  On  that  fubjeft,  when  he 
went  into  the  Cabinet  with  thefe  noble  Lords ;  nor  did  he 
give  up  his,  when  he  coalefced  with  his  noble  friend  near 
him ;  feach  had  retained  his  former  opiriion  on  that  head, 
jaft  like  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues ; 
and  the  defence  of  theie  Mini  iters  for  coalefcing,  notwith- 
standing their  difference  of  opinion  on  the  queihon  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  was  the  defence  of  his  coalition  with  hi* 
noble  friend,  as  far  as  that  point  went. 

Lord  Aiahon  denied  that  Lofrd  Sydney  was  an  enemy  to  u.M*faoa. 
parliamentary  reform  in  the  latitude  ftated  by  the  right  hc- 
non^ble  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  though  it  might  betray ' 
fub  modo ;  if  it  was  meant  that  the  noble  Lord  was  an  enemy 
tp  that  part  of  the  reform  which  went  to  fliorttn  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliament,  he  believed  the  aflerrion  might  be  well 
founded  ;  but  if  it  was  meant  that  he  was  hoftile  to  the  in- 
troduction of  additional  members  for  counties,  to  counteract     - 
the  influence  of  rotten  boroughs,  he  was  fure  there  was  rtO 
foundation  whatsoever  for  the  aflertion  j  this  much,  how- 
ever, he  was  fure  of,  that  at  a  meeting  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  at  which  he  (Lord  Mahon)  prefidoi,  there  was  a  ques- 
tion, pujt-on  that  point,  and  the  noble  Lord  divided  for  the   . 
affirmative,  fo  that  he  confented  to  let  the  confideration  of 
that  point  be  referred  to  a  meeting  of  the  county.    Here 
there  was  a  loud  laugh,  becaufe  the  noble  Lord  interpreted 
the  confent  of  Lord  Sydney,  that  the  queftion  fliould  be  re- 
ferred to  a  county  meeting,  into  an  approbation  of  the  mea* 
fureitfett*. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  Chancellor  •/  the  Exchequer  prefcated  his  India  bill,  TheChm- 
which  was  read  the  ftrft  time,  and  ordered  10  be  printed.  ceUorof  the 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  that  it  be  Exchc<*ucr* 
read  a  fecond  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  fox  faid  that  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  Mr.  Fas. 
in  hit  opening  of  the  bufineb,  wilhed  that  gentlemen  would 
compare  this  bill  with  that  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  the 
Lord*,  he  did  imagine  that  in  fixing  a  d*y  for  the  fecond 
reading,  be  would  haw  fixed  on  one  fufficiently  diftant  to  af  • 

ford 
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ford  gentlemen  tune  enough  to  make  a  comparifon.  When 
he  brought  in  the  bill  which  had  been  thrown  oat  by  the 
Lords,  he  was  accufed  of  having  a&cd.  with  blamahle 
rapidity  ;  and  yet  he  die  not  move  jh'at  it-  fhould  be*  read  a 
.  fecopd  timefooner  than,  the  fevepth  day  after  it  had  been 
pfefented :  and  even  then,  thp  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  this  was  (hameful  precipitation* 
audi  called  for  a  longer  term:  how  inqonfiftent  therefore 
muft  his  conduS  be  on  the.  prefent  o/Qcafion,  when  he  would 
tprce  the  Houfe  jqto  the  coafideration  of  fo  important  a 
bill  as  the  prefent  ?  Jf  he  wifhed  or  expe&ed  that  the  Hoole 
wouldLgive  up  their  former  opinion,  and  turn  their  backs 
on  their  own  favourite  bill  to  adopt  another,  it  could  not 
be  fuppofed  that  this  ,converjQon  conk)  be  wrought  by 
,  magic ;  it  muft  be  the  confequence  of  perflation  and  con- 
viction that  it  was  a  better  meafure  than  the  former ;  and 
this  could  not  be  known  unlets  both  .were  compared,  which 
could  not  be  done  unltfs  time  wore  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pofc.  He  would  therefore  faggeft  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  proper  to  go 
\nto  the  fecond  reading  on  this  day  fe'nnight  than  on  Wed- 
nefday.  j 

The  Chan-  „  The  Chancellor  of.  the  Exchequer  faid  that  it  would  ill  be* 
ceiJorofthe  colTle  ^im  to  fall  into  the  fault  which  he  bad  taken  the  li- 
Exchequer.  j^y  to  blame  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  by  at- 
tempting to  hurry  through  the  Houfe  a  meafure  which  he 
could  expeft  to  carry  only  on  a  perfuafion  of  its  fuperior 
excellence.  But  though  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
endeavoured  to  fix  upon  him  the  imputation  of  inconfif- 
tency,  it  was  very  eafy  to  convince  the  Houfe  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  ground  for  the  charge,  becaqfe  there  was 
not  the  kail  fimilarity  between  the  conduft  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable member  and  his  own.  When  the  firft  bill  was 
brought. in,  it  came  fuddenly  upon  the  Houfe;  the  Parlia- 
ment had  been  called  early  together ;  they  were  told  that 
the  bufinefs  of  India  would  be  brought  before  them ;  but 
the  precife  meafure  that  was  to  be  oropofed  was  kept  a  pro- 
found fecrer,  till  the  verrday  it  was  opened  to  the  Hoofe. 
At  that  time  the- Houfe  was  fatisficd  only  of  one  point, 
. .  which  was,  that  fbme  thing  muft'  be  done  for  fecuriog  the 
empire  of  India  to  this  country  :  the  fomething  which  wai 
propofod  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was*  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  nature,  fo  dangerous  to  the  Conftitnuoo, 
by  the  introduction  of  executive  government ;  of  a  power 

dangerous 
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dangerous  to  monarchy,  and  of  as  influence  paramount  td 
every  power  in  the  country  ;  the  Houfe  might  well  have 
e;xpe&ed  to  paufe,  ib  call  for  time  to  confider  or"  fo  new; 
and  extraordinary  a  meafure,  which  fpafed  not  even  the 
moll  facfed,  and  hitherto  deemed  ftcurc  tenures  and  fran-  x 
chifes  in  the  kingdom  i  a  delay ,  hdweverj  of  only  three  or 
four  days  was  ajked,  and  that  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  * 
a  numerous  attendance  of  members  by  a  call  of  the  Houfe, 
and  yet  that  delay,  fhort  as  it  was*  was  refufed  :  it  was 
therefore  with  peculiar  inconfiftency,  indeed,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  called  for  a  delay,  who  woold  con* 
ient  to  none,  when  a  fimilar  requeft  was  made  to  himfelf. 
Another  ftriking  difference  between  the  prefent  cafe  and 
that  of  the  late  bill,  was,  that  the  former  was  brought  in. 
upon  grounds  which  bad  been  over  and  over  again  debated 
during  the  difcuffion  of  the  rejected  billi  to  fpare  the  rights 
of  the  Company,  as  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  fafety 
of  the, public  :  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  any  innovation 
upon  the  Constitution,  and  to  guard  againft  giving  any 
new  and  dangerous  influence  to  the  Crown  ;  thele  were  the 
great  outlines  of  his  bill ;  and  tbefe  were  the  points  for 
'which  he,  and  thofe  who  Supported  him,  oppofed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  bill*  The  Houfe  therefore,  and  he. 
snight  eafily  conceive  that  they  would,  from  the  leading 
features  of  the  new  bill*  and  confecjuently  the  fubjedt  not 
being  new,  it  required  of  courfe  not  much  time  for  gentle* 
men  to  be  prepared  to  difcufs  it :  and  therefore  there  was 
not  the  fame  neccflity  for  delaying  the  fecond  reading  of  it, 
as  there  was  for  delaying  the  lecond  reading  of  the  rejected 
bill.  To  have  a  numerous  attendance  by  a  call  of  the  - 
Houfe,  was  one  ground  of  the  requeft  made  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  for  delay  5  but  as  there  was  now  a 
very  numerous  attendance,  there  was  not  the  fame  reafon 
for  poftponing  for  fo  long  a  time  as  a  week,  the  next  read- 
ing of  the  new  bill.  But  what  was  mod  fingular  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  prefent  occa* 
iion  was,  that  though  he  had  all  along  argued,,  that  the  delay 
even  of  a  day  might  be  fatal  to  India,  he  was  now  com* 
J>letely  forgetful  of  this  circumftancc;  and  he  called  for  a 
delay  of  three  days;  and  when  it  was  confidcred  that  he 
meant,  if  he  could,  to  have  this  bill  thrown  out,  in  order 
tp  make  way  /or  the  fecond  introduction  of  his  own,  it 
was  clear  that  if  he  fucceeded,  there  muft  be  another  more 
eonfiderable  delay  confequent  upon  this,  before  his  bill  cpuld 
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be' pad:  and  thus  the  affairs  of  India,  which  might  be 
ruined  by  the  lofs  of  a  day,  were  totally  difregarded  io  this 
ftruggle  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     For  his  ova 
part  however;  as  he  wifhed  not  that  his  conduft  fhodd  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  favour  of  that  precipitancy*  which  he 
thought  fo  blarneablc  in  thb  right  honourable  gentleman,  he 
would  give  up  the  point  in  quettipn;  and  without  preffiog 
for  Wednesday,  he  would  content  to  put  off  the  fecond 
reading  to  this  day  fe'nnight, 
Ui.  Borke.       ^r#   &urh  contended   that  the  grounds  of  the  right 
#  hnourable   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  bill   had  riot 
been    all    difcufTed    already:/  there  were  federal    points 
that  were  entirely  ftew'j  and  required  the  moil  ferious  in- 
vestigation. »Thte  ere&ion  of  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  de- 
linquents in  India  was  entirely  new;  the  abfurdity  of  it, 
however,  could  not  but  ftrike  at  the  very  firft  bluih'of  it;  a 
court  made  up  of  perfons  who  were  at  one  time  judges  and 
delinquents  mull  be  expe&ed.  The  bill  juft  brought  in  by 
the  right  honourable  gentle  mail  was  fo  very  far  from  being 
built  upon  the  grounds  of  the  objedions  which  he  had  made 
to  the  bill  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  as  to  be  founded 
on  the  reverfe  of  thefe  grounds  :  for  the  ftrongeft  of  thefe 
objections  went  to  run  down,  an  undue  influence,  and  yet 
<  the  nsw  bill  vetted  in  the  Crown  an  influence  paramount 
to  any  that  had  been  created  by  the  firft  bill.    It  put  the 
whole  Eaft- India  Company  into  the"  hands  of  the  Crown; 
and  the  influence  ariflng  frbm  the  patronage  would  be  the 
more  dangerous,  as  thofe  who  were  to  have  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  whole,  in  reality,  though  perhaps  not  in  name, 
would  be  removeable  at  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Crown. 
But  the  confent  of  the  Proprietors  had  been  obtained  for 
all  that  'was  to  be  taken  from  them.    This  was  in  reality 
an  infult  to  common  fenfe — for  he  would  contend,  that 
the  violation  of  their  charter  was  not  the  lefs  for  this  con- 
fent.    The  proprietors  knew  that  whether  they  would  or 
not  their  charter  mud  be  infringed,  and  therefore  they  were 
very  glad  to  purchafe  what  the  Mini ftcr  was  pleafed  to  leave 
them  by  a  voluntary  furrender  of  all  the  reft  —  if  that  can 
be  called  a  voluntary  furrender  which  makes  men  give  up 
,   what  it  is  no  longer  in  their  power  tofceep.     The  fdon, 
under  fentence  of  death,  gladly  receives  his  Majcfty's  par- 
don or  remiflion  of  the  fentence*  on  condition  of  tranfpor- 
tation :  why  fo  ?  Becaufe  he  knows  that  if  lie  refufes  the 
pardon  under  this  condition,  be  mult  be  hanged  ^  and*  there- 
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fore,  melancholy  a  thine  as  banifhment  is  to  a  man  whp 
loves  his  native  country  oetter  than  any  other  in  the  world, ' 
flill  he  confents  to  live  in  exile  from  that  beloved  country, 
*t>ecaufe,  by  confenting  fo  to  do,  he  preferves  what,  is  ftill 
dearer  to  him — his  life.  For  his  part,  he  was  ready  to  pay 
homage  to  every  corporeal  and  mental  virtue  that  he  could 
fee_ —  [here  was  a  loud  laugh.]  Mr,  Burke  faid  the  laugh 
was  perhaps  a  greater  mari^  of  ignorance  and  folly  in  thofc 
from  whom  it  proceeded,  than  a  proof  of  a  blunder  in  any 
thing  he  had  faid,  for  he  could  produce  an  author  .of  the 
▼cry  firft  chara£ter,  tin  whofe  works  he  could  (hew  the  fame 
exprefiion.  He  could  not  therefore  attempt  to  cqre  an  ex- 
prefnon  which  was  far  from  being  a  blunder;  —  he  called 
that  a  corporeal  virtue  which  depended  on  the  body  >*  fuch  . 
uncommon  boldnefs  arofe  frqm  very  ftrong  nerves,  and  hexo 
never  knew  any  one  more  fully  .poffefied  of  this  cofjictfeifr'*  . 
virtue  of  boldnefs  than  the  young  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, who  dared  to  come  into  office  by  means  the  mod  dis- 
graceful and  unconftitutional  >  and  who  in  defiance  of  the 
refpeft  due  to  the  public  and  to  that  Hon fe,  dared  to  per- 
fevere  in  remaining  in  his  pfcfent  fituation,  contrary  to  the 
fenfe  of  that  Houfe,  which  had  exprefsly  declared  that  they 
had  no  confidence  in  him,  auid  yet  he  bad  the  mocjefty  to 
expe&  that  the  Houfe  {hould  proceed  to  examine  his  oilL 
But  fiirely  he  ought  at  lead  tq  have  told  them  whether  they 
were  to  be  fuffered  to  live  long  enough  tq  difcufs  it,  and 
either  pafs  or  reje£fc  it.  They  had  indeed  £ojt  a  flu  ranee  5 
from  day  to  day,  but  it  little  became  the„  dignity  of  that 
Houfe  to  live  conftantly  by  reprieves;  if  tneir  dealh  war; 
rant  was  figned,  let  them  die »  but  if  it  Was  expected  that 
the  bill  (hould  be  examined  and  debated. wjtp  ,fandour,  let 
the  terrors  of  a  fuddeo  execution  be  removed,  for  under 
them  no  freedom,  of  debate  could  exjft,     . 

Governor  John/lone  faid.fbme  men  wete  (b.  happily  fa-j  Governor 
gacious,  that  they  ufually  broke  ground  on  both  fides  \,ix  Johnftone. 
one  time  they  would  fay  and  build  an  argpment  on  it*  (hat 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  ba4  not  gjveji 
their  confent  to  the  propofitions,  which  form  the  bafis  of.  the 
new  bill  ;  and  yet,  for  fear  they  (hould  frc  foiled  therp. 
they  cunningly  turn  the  tables  on  their  antagpmfts^,  aiu\ 
fay,  that  if  they  even  did  confent  it  was  of  no  ron(equ<nc£j 
becaufc  if  they  did  confent,  it  Was  merely  to  give  up  wh^t 
they  were  no  longer  able, to  keep  5  (6  tjiat  whether  they  did 
9C  did  not  confent,  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoff  indifference 
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to  thefe  gentlemen  —  they  liked  a  war  of  tongues  —  they 
delighted  in  fpeeches,  in  tropes  aijd  metaphors,  hut  gene- 
rally (leered  dear  of  argument :  for  his  part,  who  did  not 
like  a  war  of  words  or  tropes,  he  would  fpeak  from  fads, 
and  from  them  he  would  argue,  A  very  refpeftable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Lulhington)  who  was  a  Dire&or  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Cbmpariy,  and  whom  he  was  very  happy  to  fee  in 
that  houfe,  had  faid  on  Wednefday  laft,  that  the  Court  of 
Dire&ors  had  not  given  their  content  to  the  refolutions  of 
the  6th  of  this  month  :  .this  was  very  true ;  for  by  fome 
mpans  or  other  the  bufiriefs  was  put  off  till  the  very  laft 
moment,  when  the  refolutions  were  carried  before  the  Court 
of  Proprietors,  where  they  were  agreed*  to,  the  Directors 
"being  prefent,  and  none  of  them  obje&ing  to  them.  But 
iince  the  ballot,  they  had  been  again  di  feu  fled  in  the  Court 
bfl^reftors,  whf  re  no  one  was  prepared  to  oppofc  or  de- 
bate them }  and  they  were  agreed  to  unaniipoufly,  though 
the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  was  prefent :  and  indeed 
he  would  have  been  not  a  little  furprjfed  if  he  had  oppofed 
them  ;  becaufe  the  honourable  member  had  early  declared 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  principle  of  the  firft  bill.  It  had 
been  faid  alfo,  that  though  the  refolutiops  had  been  carried 
by  a  ballot,  yet  that  the  n amber  of  perfons  who  ballotted 
was'fo  {mall,  that  they  could  not  be  conceived  to  convey  or 
exprefs  the  fenfe  of  a  body  of  Proprietors,  amounting  in 
number  to  1469.  This  however  was  a  ftrange  mode  of 
reafoning;  for  as  well  might  it  be  faid,  that  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  was  not  exprentd  by  the  members  prefent  oq 
any  'queftio'n,  but  by  thofc  who  were  abfent,  if  the  latter 
furpaffed  in  numbers  the  former.  Such  doftrine  would  not 
be  fuffcred  in  Parliament;  and  if  it  was  falfe  when  applied 
to  this  Houfe','  it  was  not  lefs  fo  when  applied  to  the  Court 
of  Proprietors ;  they  were  all  fummoncd  by  public  adver- 
f  tifement ;  they  might  all  have  attended  :  if  tbey  had,  ,they 
'  might  all  have  ballotted;  and  it  might  be  fairly  prefumed 
that  the  abfent  did  not  dillike  the  refolutions,  or  they  would 
hot  have  failed  to  attend  and  oppofe  them  :  and  in  order  to 
a  fee  r  tain  this  fa  ft,  as  far  as  man  could  pledge  himfelf  for 
the  a&ions  of  other  men.  he  would  be  able  to  get  a  ma* 
jority '  of  "the  General  dourt  to  give  their  fan  ft  ion,  not 
mqrely  to  the  refolutions,  but  to  the  right  honourable 
gcntlrnan^s  hilt  which  he  this  day  brought  in.  A' right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him,  had  cad  feterc 

jrefic£tioi}s  on  a  tribunal  that  had  the  control  of  tEe  fcryants 
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of  the  Company  in  India,  ftattng,  that  they  would  (creen 
delinquents ;  he  would,  however,  venture  to  fay,  that 
men  as  refpe£table,  and  of  as  fair  and  honourable  a  charac- 
ter as  that  of  the  right  honourable  gerhleroan,  would  be 
found  to  exercife  the  capacity  of  judges  on  all  becafions, 
with  as  much  integrity,  and  as  much  juftice  to  the  public 
as  well  as  to  the  individuals  who  fhould  be  arraigned  before 
them,  as  any  men  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  Ac  would 
with  that  gentlemen  would  refrain  from  general  and  indis- 
criminate cenfore,  and  confine  themfelves  folely  to  rhofe 
charges  which  they  were  furnifhed  with  evidence  to  fub- 
ftantrate. 

General  Smith  infifted,  notwithftanding  what  the  honour*  Gc*.Snfcfc 
able  gentleman  had  faid,  the  Company  had  afied  in  the  late 
negociatioo  with  the  Minifter,  like  men  who  were  ready  to 
give  up  every  fubftantial  intereft,  provided  they  could  re-  * 

tain  fome  little  (hew  or  appearance  of  what  they  were 
lofing.  The  Diredbrs  did  not  treat  like  perfons  who  were 
willing  to  part  with  a  little,  in  order  to  preferve  a  great 
deal ;  on  the  contrary,  they  did  not  blufh  to  offer  more 
than  the  Minifter's  fhame  would  fuffer  him  to  accept :  for 
the  Directors  had  made  an  offer  to  furrender  to  the  Crown 
the  appointment  of  Governor  General,  which  the  Chancel- 
lor had  been  afhamed  to  accept.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  Pitt)  had,  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  faid  that  the  gentlemen  of  his  fide  of  the  Houfe 
were  ready  to  follow  their  leaders :  for  his  part  he  would 
have  that  gentleman  to  know,  that  he  acknowledged  no  de- 
pendence upon  any  leader;  he  was  independent  of  any  man, 
free  to  decide,  and  to  aft  according  to  the  di&ates  of  his 
own  judgment,  and  therefore  not  of  the  defer ipt ion  of  pea* 
Ton*  ready  to  follow  implicitly  any  leader  ;  and  in  order  to 
convince  him  that  he  was  not,  he  affured  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  that,  if  he  would  afluie  the  Houfe  that  the 
Parliament  fhould  not  be  diflblved  before  the  India  bill 
fhould  be  difpofed-  of,  he  would  vote  with  him  for  the 
fecond  reading  on  Wednefday,  though  his  right  honour- 
able friend  had  agreed  for  putting  it  off  till  Friday.  He 
was  attached  to  his  right  honourable  friend's  principles, 
which  Jie  long  had  approved ;  and  as  long  as  be  mould  find 
Jiiiu  fupporting  thofe  principles,  fo  long  he  fhould  have  hit 
Hioft  hearty  fupport. 

Mr.  RoiU  faid  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  hearing  the  Mr.  Roll* 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  two,  talk 
-       "  of 
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of  infulting  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  which  he  difir- 
garded  fo  much  as  to  reftore  to  their  employments  in  an 
office,  two  perfons  who  had  been  charged  with  frauds  j  -and 

'  he  had  reftored  them  after  he  had  felt  that  fuch  a  proceed* 

ing  would  be  highly  difagreeable  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Birke.  Mr.  Burke  faid  the  honourable  Commodore  ought  Dot  to 
blame  him  for  liking  a  war  of  words;  for  he  bicnfdf  had 
never  failed  to  come  in  for  his  (hare;  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  could  give  broad  fide  for  broadiide  ;  and  he  knew  bow 
to  open  his  lower  deckers  as  well  as  any  man  in  that  Houfe. 
As  to  what  had  been  faid  by  the  honourable  member 
whofpoke  laft,  he  held  his  abule  in  fuch  contempt,  that  be 
would  not  deign  to  give  an  anfwer  to.it., 

Mr,  RoBe.  Mr#  R0/fe  replied,  that  fince  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man defpifed  hire,  he  would,  on  Thuxlday  next,  move  for 
papers  relative  to  the  tranfaftions  he  had  alluded  to  j  and 
on  which  fome  proportions  might  be  grounded,  .that  would 
make  the  right  honourable  .gentleman  ,npt  very  well  pleafed 
with  himfelf  fof  having  ac^ed  witfr  (o  very  little  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the  public. 

Mr.Boffce.  Mr.  Burke  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  he  def^Ued  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  but  he  defpifed  mod  cordially  the 
threats  which  that  gentleman,  had,  more  than  once,  thrown 
out  againft  him. 

Sir  RicharJ      Sir  Richard  Hill  cautioned  the  HbuTe  to  be  oh  their  guard, 

Kil1,  not  lets  againft  corrupt  influence  than  againft  fecret  influence : 

the  latter  might  fometimes  be  good,  but  the  former  rievet. 
There  was.  one  inftarice  or  fecret  influence?  being  of  public 
utility,  and  it  was  related  in  a  book,  which  it  would  bfe  for 
the  good  of  mankind  was  it  mucb  mpre  the  ftudy  of  the 
world  than  it  is  —  he. meant  the  tfoly  Bible.  There  it  was 
related,  that  when  Haman  was  meditating  t"he  de(lru£ttori  of 
the  Jews,  intending  to  enrich  themfelves  with  their  fpoils, 
the  hopeft  Ifraelite-Moro'ecai  went  to  the  Queeti.  of  King 
Ahafuerus,  who  by  the  power  of  her  fecret  influence  with 
her  hufband,  averted  the  danger  which  threatened  the  people 
of  God ;  and  Haman,  who  was  already  rioting  in  imagina- 
tion on  the  fpoife  of  the  Jews,  was  driven  from  the  cabinet 
of  his  Prince,  and  was  hanged*  on  a  gibbet.  Thus  an  inno- 
cent people  werefaved  from  deftru&ion,  and  juftice  was  ex- 
ecuted on  a  villain,  thrt>ugh  the  means  of  fecret  influence. 
B*t  corrupt  influence  nruft  ever  be  back  What  might  be  the 
confequence,  if  it  fhould  happen  that  an  Heir  Apparent 
fliould  attend  m  thsfti  Houfe,  and  dhrihga  debate  fhotild;  by 
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hi*  looks  and  gefttires,  endeavour  to  countenance  a  faction* 
and  influence  the, votes  of  members ?  Might  not  fuch .con* 
&u&  fceconftrued  to  be  a  fpeciesof  corrupt  influence  } f 

Hera  Sir  Richard  was  interrupted  by  a  general  murmur  of 
the  Houfe,  and  a  cry  of  Order !  from  many  parts. 

Lord  Melbourne  (aid)  that  what  the  honourable  Baronet  Lord  Mel- 
had   been  faying,   amounted  to-  a  dire&  attack  upon  the  kourne. 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  therefore  he  would  call  upon  him  to 
adduce  his  proofs 

Sir  Richard  Hitl  replied,  that  he  meant  no  attack  upon  his  Sir  Richard 
Royal  fiighnefs;    he  was  only  fpeaking  hypothetical! y  —  Hlli*    . 
the  Prince,  of  whom  he  had  been  fpeaking,  was  merely  a 
hypothetical  perfonage ! 

Lord  Delaval  fpoke  in  favour  of  Lord  North,  and  of  the  Lord  Deli- 
hill  which  had  been  reje&ed,  and  concluded  by  faying,  that  Ta1, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  a£ted  extremely  right,  in  his  opinion, 
in   attending  the  debates  of  Parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of 
imbibing  true  principles  of  theconftitution,  of  which  he  was 
born  to  be  one  day  the  guardian  and  prote&or. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  laid,  that  for  fuch  purpoies  as  thefe  men-  Sir  Rkhard 
tioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  he  had  no  objedtion  to  the  prefence  HlU* 
of  the  Prince  in  that  houfe. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  that  day 
fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Fern  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  Mr.Fqx. 
into  a  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  \ 

The  Earl  of  Surry  begged  to  know  from  the  right  honou-  The  Earl  •£ 
rahle  gentleman  on  the  Treaiury  Bench,  whether  he  would  S*"/- 
be  pleafed  to  give  the  Houfe  the  fatisfa&ion  to  inform  them 
whether  a  diuolution  would  take  place  before  the  India  bill 
Jhould  have  been  difpofed  of.  He  had  a  petition  from  the 
town  of  Sheffield,  for  a  bill  that  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
that  town  to  carry  on  its  bufinefs;  hut'asthe  idea  of  a  diflb- 
lution  pervaded  men's  minds  in  every  quarter,  the  people  of 
Sheffield  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  apply  to  the  Houfe  at 
prefent,  left  after  they  fhould  have  proceeded  feme  way  in 
the  bill  the  Parliament  (hould  be  diifolved,  and  they  fhould 
thereby  lofe  both  their  money  and  their  pains. 

Mti  Fox  faid,  that  for  his  part,  let  the  honourable  gentle-  Mr.  Fox. 
man  give  what  anfwer  he  pleafed,  or  no  anfwer,  that  would 
notfatisfy  him,  or  prevent  him  from  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Solicitor  Genera! hoped. that  his  right  honourable  friend  The  Solici- 
would  give  no  anfwer  at  all  to  the  quefiion.  He  wifhed  this  tor  General, 
Country  might  never  have  a  Miniiler  who  ihould  fuffer  him- 

felt 
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felf  to  be  drawn  in  to  pledge  himfelf  not  toadvife  the  Crown 
in  any  given  contingency,  to  exercife  his  prerogative  to  dif- 
folve  his  Parliament.    And  he  equally  wiihed  that  this  conn* 
try  might  never  have  a  King,  who  would  tie  himfelf  down 
upon  every  occafion  not  to  exercife  this  prerogative,  even 
when  it  (hould  feem  to  himfelf,  and  to  his  Minifters,  advife- 
able  to  diflblve  the  Parliament.    Did  gentlemen  wifh  to  ftrip 
the  Crown  of  this  prerogative?  Let*  them  bring  in  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe,  as  was  done  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  which 
Jhould  declare  that  the  Parliament  mould  not  be  diflblved 
without  their  own  confent :  fuch  a  bill  once  palled  into  a 
law,  would  of  courfe  become  part  of  the  conftitution ;  and 
then  he  would  have  no  objection  to  it.    But  he  would  appeal 
to  the  judgment  and  decency  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would 
be  proper  to  be  continually  calling  upon  the  Minifterand  the 
Crown  for  anfwers  and  explanations.    After  the  Revolution, 
an  addrefs  had  been  prefented  to  the  King,  by  the  Houfe  of. 
Commons,  to  requeft  his  Majefty  (William  11L)  would  in- 
form them  by  whom  lie  had  been  advifed  to  give  his  negative 
to  a  bill  that  had  been  prefented  to  him  for  his  royal  afient. 
An  anfwer  was  given,  which  happened  not  to  pleafe  fome 
men,  who  moved  for  another  addrefs,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
more  explicit  anfwer ;  but  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  inter - 
pofed,  and  quafhed  the  proceeding. 
Cenml  General  Conway  faid,  that  a  molt  unconftitutional  do&rine 

Conway,      had  been  advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  his  Majefty's  Treasury  fome  few  days  ago,  of  which 
he  took  notice  at  the  time  1  but  the  fight  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  think  proper  to  take  any  notice  of  his  animad- 
verfions.   He  faid,  that  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  Minifter  of  the 
Crown,  not  to  make  any  comments  on  the  King's  anfwer. 
Now,  as  he  had  all  his  life  been  taught  to  look  upon  every 
anfwer  from  his  Majefty,  and  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  to  be 
the  anfwer    and  fpeech  which. the  Minifter  puts  into  bis 
month,  the  Minifter  of  courfe  muft  know  the  meaning  of 
what  he  himfelf  advifed  ;  and  as  he  is  refponfible  for  botb, 
he  ought  of  courfe  to  explain  them,  when  they  appeared  not 
to  be  sufficiently  underftood.    To  refufe  therefore  to  give  an 
explanation,  under  the  pretence  that  an  anfwer  was  the  anfwer 
of  his  Majefty,  was,  in  his  opinion,  unconftitutional,  un- 
parliamentary,   and  deftrudtive  of  that   freedom  of  debate 
,    which  makes  it  necefTary  for  every  fpeech  and  anfwer  from 
the  Throne  to  be  in  fail  the  fpeech  and  anfwer  of  the  Mi- 
niftry.    ' 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  his  reafon  for  THe  chtn- 
not  thinking  it  proper  to  give  any  explanation  of  an  anfwer  j^^Ur- 
was,  that  it  was  not  conftitutional,  and  for  this  reafon  — 
the  anfwer  being,  as  it  unquestionably  was,  according  to  par- 
liamentary tifage,  the  anfwer  of  the  Minifter,  for  which  an* 
fwer,  he  its  meaning  what  it  might,  he  muft  be  refponfible,  as 
a  Minifter  who  advifed  it :  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give,  in  his  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as 
a  member,  -an  explanation,  for  which  he  was  not  reiponfible, 
of  an  anfwer,  for  which,  as  Minifter,  he  was  refponfible* 

General  Conway  faid  this  was  not  fatisfa&ory.  • 

The  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  went  into  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Hufley  in  the  chair. 

Lord  Charles  Spencer  rofe,  and  faid,  that  notwithftanding  Ld.  Charlc* 
the  want  of  habit  of  fpeaking  in  the  Houfe,  and  his  natural  sPenceh 
timidity  in  that  refpe&,  he  could  without  great  difficulty 
find  courage  fufficient  to  offer  a  refolution  to  the  Committee, 
which  was  become  neceflary  to  the  welfare  of  this  country* 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  already  declared,  in  the  moil 
unequivocal  terms,  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  prefent 
Administration  :  by  what  arts  they  ft  ill  maintained  their  fitu- 
ation he  knew  not,  but  he  was  certain  when  his  Majefty 
ihould  be  convinced  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not 
confide  in  his  prefent  Minifters,  he  would  that  inftant  with- 
draw his  confidence  from  them.  The  refolution  which  he 
bad  to  offer  followed  naturally  thofe  to  which  the  Houfe  had 
already  agreed  :  it  was  the  moft  moderate  that  could  be  pro* 
pofed  in  our  prefent  fad  fituation,  and  would,  he  flattered 
himfelf,  have  every  good  efie£t ;  the  kingubm  would  again 
lee  a  fettled,  efficient  Adminiftration,  who  would  have  the 
confidence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  confequently  of 
his  Majefty,  who  ever  had  and  ever  would,  when  not  de- 
ceived by  bad  counfellors,  give  attention  te  the  wi flies  of  hid 
people,  and  of  his  faithful  Commons.  His  Lordihip  con* 
eluded  with  moving  to  refolve, 

/  "  That  it  having  been  declared  to  bt  the  opinion  of  this 
Houfe,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  his  Majefty's  domi- 
nions it  is  peculiarly  neceflary  there  ihould  be  an  Admin  i- 
ilration  that  has  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the 
public;  and  that  the  appointments  of  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters  were  accompanied  by  circumftances  new  and  ex- 
traordinary, and  fuch  a&  dp  not  conciliate  or  engage  the  con- 
fidence of  this  Houfe;  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  Mini* 
iter*  in  trufts  of  thshigheft  importance  and  refponfibility,  is 

Vox-.  XII.  4  F  contrary 
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contrary  to  cohftitutional  principles,  and  injurious  X6  the 
rriterefts  of  hfe  Majelfty  and  hi*  people." 

Mi.  Wer.  Mr.  Baker  Seconded  the  motion  :  he  recapitulated  th« 'ge- 
neral arguments  in  Tupport  'df  it,  and  called  upon  Minifter* 
to  know  if  there  were  any  grounds  for  certain  rufuours,  How 
In  circulation,  of  an  alarming  nature? 'Rumour  faid,  That 
tnonied  fnen  in  'thecity  had joiried  togithe'r,  *nd  oflefed  «> 
/  fbrnFfh  'Government  with  a  very  lttrge  furrs  vftfr  thepurpofe 

of  enabling  Minifters  to  diflblve  the  'Rtrtiriftifcnt,  and  cornjjk 
their  cOrtttituents.  If  thefe  rumours  were  »trcie,  a  deeper 
wound  was  given 'to 'the  corrftitutioh^h.m'hhy  k'hhdyet'ie- 
*e?ved,  and  fc  fourth  eftate  Was"  created  with  awithefc.  Mr. 
Baker  commented  upon  this  with  grettt  poiftfcednefe  ahd  ii*- 
genulty. 

Mr.Powyi.  Mr. Pwjyi  fofe  next,  attdfald,  as  'the'two  fefoJutioris,  tto 
tvhich  thg  prefent  refolutlon  was  tfechreti  to  be  a  ifeccflaiy 
tJonfequence,  were  voted  at  fixo'clbdc  faft  Tuefdrfy  mbrnillg, 
when  gentlemen  were  quite  efchaufte'd,  and  tinable  to  '"ehter 
Into  a  debbteon  matters  fo  extremely  HWpbrtaht,  he  rejoiced 
at  the  fubjetSt  of*  them  "being  now  brought 'forward,  When* 
fair  opportunity  for  difctiffirrg  itoflered.  He  fatd  he  had  not 
been  in  town  before  the  holidays,  when  the  honourable  gen- 
ttetxttn  who  fpoke  laft  had  made  his  rtdtion  on  the  17th  of 
'  December,  Or  he!fhould  have  voted  With  him.  At  this  time, 
he  6bferVetly  the  two  great  parties  into' which  that  >Houfe  Was 
divided,  had,  at  the  head  of 'each  of  them  ti  mttn  of  hkjh*ho- 
nour,  and  tranfeenderit  abilities  Both  Of  themeharacfaehtb 
whom  the  country  mult  rteceflarlly  look  up  With  admiration 
and  confidence.  He  did  not  like : the  ground  on  Which  "tM? 
preferit  Minifters  came  into  office;  but  astttey  Wefe  fheife, 
he  had  rather  they  fhould  not*  go  out.  'tk  faid  Tie  hail  agfelt 
predMedtron  for  Mr.  Pitt  ;he  had  alfoa*  fttong  a' predilection 
for  Mr.  Fox,  notwithstanding  he  could  not  approretaf  hh 
coalition  with  the  noble  Lord  In  the  blue  ribband.  He  ad- 
mired and  acknowledged  his  great  talents,  and  he  would  foely 
declare,  he  thought  his  ambition  laudable  and  'honourable, 
•He  maft  at  the  fame  time  fay,  he  believed  he*  did  not  eareby 
what  means  he  gratified  it.  He  had  long'wHhdd  the'Wb 
right  honourable  gentlemen  could  have  adted  together;  bat 
then  he  would  acknowledge  he  faw  the  dHEculty.  Ttetto- 
ble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  could  not  be  difgraced,  witheot 
the  right  honourable  gentleman'sieing  difgraced  -at  the  finfc 
time :  the  difgrace  of  either  muft  be  the  difgrace  tof'fioth* 
The  noble  Lord  now  (hone  with  a  reflected  kiftte,  wftfafc 
borrowed  light.    He  was  a  mas  not  taudandus,  but  *ta**A*, 
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4pflw4usJ  He  wjijhed  tfyat  could  be  the  cafe.  Mr.  Pow yst  next 
vrentj  into  aij.  admirable  difqu^fition  onf  theconftitution;  with 
aty  his.  anti-republican  notions,  fye,  laid,  he  regarded  the 
Crown  and  us  prerogatives  as  a  part  of  the  people's,  rights 
fej^ld  i0.t{uft-fof  tbew  ;  the  Sovereign  was  bound,  by  the  mofl: 
f^cred  of  all.  ties,  tp  ?*erci{e  his  prerogatives  wjfely,  ajid  for 
the  benefit  of  l^is,  fubj$6U.  J?is  Ministers  were  to  anfwer  for 
the  ^xercife  of  the  pjorpg^tivA  and  were  refponfible  for  it. 
The  pxerogative  of  puttiog  a  Siop  t0  anv  bill  by  a  negative; 
V3$  grow,a  oyb/olet^  fy*  not  given  up.  U  a  time  ever  mould 
strive,  when  two.  of  the  branches,  of  the  Legislature  itould 
cojifpire  togetf>er  againft  th?  other,  in  what  manner,  Mr. 
fawys  afkedf  xnx\f\  the  Crowr\  preferve  its  own  indegenr 
^jence-?  He  defcribecj  Mr.  Fo#'s  powers  in  moft  (hiking  co^  , 
Ipujs,  and  told  the  following  ftory  in  analogy  to  them  :-~- 
At  one  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  dinners,  where  the  conver- 
sation is  always  carried  onwithperfedt  freedop,  his  Majefty 
j>eir\g;in  a  gay  humour,  faid  to  Abbe  BaftianJ,  "  When  you  * 
fhall  obtain'the  Tiara,  how  will  you  receive  me,  when  Iar- 
rive  *t  Rome  to  pay  my  duty  to  your  Holmefs?1' — I  will  im- 
mediately give  orders,  replied  the  Abbe,  "  J^on  fajjh  enqref 
faigk  WW*  fiiil  fnt  couvre  defei  ailes9  metis  t—  (fiiil  nCepargne 

1\n;  foci"  —  He  ended  with  fumiuonittg  up  a  variety  of  obT 
eQiqns,  and  declaring  that,  every  cirpumfiance.  considered, 
ie  fl*onld  oppoie  the  motion  as  premature,  unjuJ},  unprece- 
Rented,  and  unwarrantable. 

Mr.  Joltifii  iiiade  a  band  fame  panegyric  on  Lofd  Norths  Mr.Jon;flfc. 
whpfe  conduft  and  ability,  he  faid,  had  long  deferved  and 
excited  his.  camrnendation.     Mr.  Jollifie  argued  in  favour  of 
|he  motioq,  ^nd«  faid,  no  Miniftec  which  that  Houfe  aqdjhg 
people  did  not  approve  could  ftand. 

McT  Brake  (aid>  in  fuch  an  alarming  crifis  of  publiq  at  Mf.  Pfake* 
fttirs,  when  violent  meatuses  were  purfiung,  it  became  mode? 
fate  mpn  to  -ftep  forward,  and,  by  an  honeft  exertion,  to 
coyotenjdl  them,  and  defeat  thjsir  pernicious  effedh  He  faif} 
Jje  wiihed  that  there  might  always  be  an  honourable  opposi- 
tion ;  it  was  right  to  keep  up  in  that  Houfe  a  proper  jealoufjr 
pf  Adminiftratioi),  to  make  them  wary  and  prudent.  Opr 
pjpfition  W33,  he  declared,  the  ventilator  of  the  conftitutiori; 
ft  prefejved  it  in  health  and  vigour.    He  took  notice  of  the 


Jjy  no  qaeajis  to  agree  to  a  motion  calculated  to  difgrace  an 
Afjooiniilrittiftn  juft  come  intp  ofljce,  and  that  had  taken  np 

4  F  £  one 
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one  meafure  by  which  their  good  or  ilt  condu&  could  bo 
judged  of;  and  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  fhould  not 
Wonder  if  the  addrefs  of  the  city  of  London  was  echoed  by 
every  city  in  the  kingdom.  • 
Mr.  Hbldf.      Mr.  Ipldfwartb  oppofed  the  motion  :  he  faid  he  confidered 
worth,        himfelf  as  put  to  his  option,  whether  he  would  chufe  an  Ad- 
rainiftration  in  pofleffion  of  the  confidence  of  the  Crown, 
or  an  Adminiftration  in  pofleffion  of  the  confidence  of  tbe 
Houfe  of  Common  si     It  was  difficult  to  decide  either  way  ; 
but  he  would  prefer  the  latter.*  He  then  fpoke  of  the  two 
India  bills,  and  gave  that  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt  the  ftrongeft 
commendation.     He  delivered  a  warm  eulogium  on  that  gen- 
tleman's character  and  talents,  and  fpoke  of  his  cdndud  in  a 
recent  initance,  in  the  difpofition  of  a  lucrative  place  for 
life,  in  terms  proper  for  fo  praife- worthy  a  piece  of  condud. 
He  a£ked  if  it  was  for  that  proof  of  difinterefted  regard  for 
his  country,'  that  oppofit«on  would  turn  Mr.  Pitt  out  of 
office  ?  Mr.  Holdfworth  added  other  reafons  for  difapproving 
the  motion, 
fir  William      Sir  WiUivm  Dolbcn  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  nfen  to  fpeak, 
Pollen.      but  fpr  an  expreffion  dropped  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Jolliffe) ;  an  expreffion  which  not  only 
no  true  Whig,  but  no  true  Tory  ever  would  countenance, 
he  was  perfuaded.     The  expreffion,  as  it  ftruck  his  mind, 
was,  that  the  Minifters  muft  be  chofen  by  that  Houfe  and 
thtf  people,     This,  Sir  William  faid,  contradi&ed  every  idea 
he  had  read  of  or  met  with  relative  to  the  Britiih  conftitu- 
tion,  and  therefore  he  could  not  let  it  pafs  unnoticed.     The 
fame  honourable  gentleman,  Sir  William  obferved,  ha<}  faid 
a  great  deal  of  his  refpe£l  for  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib* 
band ;  he  had  entertained  as  flncere  a  regard  for  that  noble 
Lord  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  hi  had  preferved  it 
with  as  much,  and  as  conilant  and  unremitted  an  attention. 
With  regard  to  the  motion,  when  he  recollefted  that  the  pre- 
fent  Minifters  had  as  yet  had  no  trial,  that  a  bill  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Houfe,  whjch  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  declared  hedefired  to  have  fairly  di (cuffed,  and  compared 
with  the  bjll  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  wifhed 
to  ftand  or  fall  by  that  bill,  he  could  not  but  think  the  refo- 
lution  now  moved  deferved  the  epithets  beftowed  on  it  by  tbe 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  who  had 
fleemed  it  premature  and  unwarrantable;  he  fhould  for  that 
reafon  give  it  his  negative. 
||rr Jolliffe*      Mr.  Jolliffe  rofe  to  explain :  he  declared  he  had  not  faid 
(hat  (he  Minifters  ought  to  be  chofen  by  that  Houfe  and  the 

people. 


A,  1784.  DEBATES.'.  5fy 

people.     What  he  had  faid  was,  that  no  Miniftry  could  fland 
which  that  Houfe  did  not  approve. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  political  diftin&ions  were  by  no  Mr.  Fox. 
means  involved  in  the  prelent  queftion.  The  principles  of 
"Whig  and  Tory,  faid  lie,  which  have  given  rife  to  fo  much 
difference  of  fentiment,  and  to  fo  much  difputation  in  the 
world,  have  no  connection  with  it.  In  my  converfations  with 
the  rankeft  Whigs,  and  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading  on  their 
political  queftions,  I  have  never  found  the  hardiell  of  them 
deny  a  right  inherent  in  the  prerogative  to  eledfc  its  own  Mi- 
ni fters.  On  this  point  all  are  fatisfied,  ail  are  agreed.  But 
though  this  be  the  admitted  and  eftablifhed  right  of  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  the  conftitution,  is  it  not  alfo  the  privilege  , 
of  this  Houfe,  and  of  Parliament,  to  decide  on  the  conduct 
of  Adminiftration,  on  the  peculiarity  of  their  introduction 
into  office,  and  on  thofe  ci re um fiances  which  either  entitle 
them  to  the  confidence  or  the  reprobation  of  the  Houfe  ?  It 
was  on  this  principle  allowed  on  all  hands,  and  the'exercife 
of  which,  in  many  and  various  inftances,  has  laved  the'coun- 
try  from  ruin,  that  the  refolutions  of  Monday  laft  were  fub* 
mittedto  the  Committee,  and  afterwards  received  the  iancTioa 
of  this  branch  of  the  Legiflature. 

But  though  it  is  furely  the  prerogative  of  his  Majefty  to 
appoint  his  Minifters,  it  may  ftill  be  a  point  worthy  of 
consideration,  how  far  it  may  be  prudent,  wife,  and  politic 
in  a-  Monarch  to  continue  them  in  power,  and  fupport  them 
in  office,  when  they  are  declared  by  that  Houfe  to  have  been 
elevated  to  their  ftation  by  means  unconditional,  and 
fuch  as  have  rendered  them  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  Houfe.  On  this  queftion,  as  he  could  not  allow  himfelf 
even  to  imagine  that  a  Monarch  would  appoint  Minifters 
whom  he  did  not  think  p^fiefied  of  the  confidence  of  Par- 
liament, fo  he  could  not  even  form  an  idea  that  a  wife  and 
prudent  Sovereign  would  be  hardy  enough  to  continue  in 
office  thofe  who  had  been  reprobated  as  undeferving  their 
regard.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  there  is  no  medium, 
there  is  no  Option  to  the  Crown,  if  the  late  refolutions  re- 
main unexpunged, 

It  has  been  a  Hedged  that  thefe  refolutions  were  palled  at 
a  late  hour,  and  that  they  were  precipitated  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  their  magnitude  and  importance.  It  is  true 
they  were  decided  at  the  coucluiidn  of  a*  long  and  tedious 
meeting.  But  let  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  numbers  who 
voted  on  the  occafion,  and  even  on  the  length  of  difcuffion 

to 
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to  which  they  wcw  greyiouily  £ubje£W-  There  wete  338 
members  in  the  Houfe  at  the  period  when  thefe  tefglutioos 
were,  adopted,  and*  though,  decided  at  a  late?  hour,  their 
grounds,  had,  i a  the*  preceding  courfe  of  debate,  beca  fre- 
quently touched  oo»  aod  faliy  explained* 

Much  has  been  faid<  oj  tbo  importance;  of  an  immedife^c 
'  and  rapid,  difeuffioo  of  the  bill  which  tafi  this,  day  beeq>  md 
in  the  Houfe  ;  I  hope  every  number  will  pauje  owr  theft 
fuggeftioos  ;  he  will  reflect  foe  %  moment  in  whom  this  biU 
wiginate&;  he  wiU  confid^r  tb^t  it  cornea  from  men*  aad  is 
fupported  by  men*  to  whom  this  Houfe  has  denied  its  con- 
.  fidence,  and  whofo  made  of  eledipa  U  ha&  reprobated  and 
condemned. 

I  will  frankly  coincide  with  an  honourable,  metnber  who 
has  aiTerted,  that  the  failure  of  any  bill  piopo£bd  by  Minif* 
ters  is  no  caufe  for  their  difsnifiion  from  office.  This  is  a 
found  doctrine  ;  fcfc  it  be  applied  to  the  diflbJution  of  the 
late  Miniftry.  A  bill  received  the  fancYion  of  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  wag  fubmitted  to  the  confideratioa 
of  the  other.  Every  thing  feemed  to  promife  it  at  firft  a 
favourable  reception  in  the  other  Houfe— there  was  only 
one  method,  a  method  as  new  as  unexpected,  aa  focret  as 
infamous,  by  which  it  could  be  overthrown.  This  dark 
dejign  was  aceompJifhed  by  a  member  of  the  prefent  A4- 
miniftratioR,  but  who  has  fince,  for  reafoni  beft  known  te 
himfelf,  refigned  his  charge.  It  was  not  therefore  the  fai- 
lure of  the  India  bill  in  the  other  Houfe  which  ejefted  the 
late  Miniftry  from  office,  but  the  mode  by  which  that 
failure  was  accompli  (bed  ;  a  mode,  which  being  new  and 
extraordinary,  this  Houfe  has  condemned.  On  theft  ac- 
counts, though  the  India  bill  which  has  been  this  day  read, 
were  the  efience  of  political  wifdom,  it  ought  to  be  rejected 
by  the  Houfe. 

It  has  been  aflerted  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  in 
this  Houfe  is  diminifhed.  Still,  howevtr,  is  it  not  great 
and  exteniive  ?  Does  not  the  difmiffion  of  the  late  Minif- 
try, and  the  adoption  of  the  prefent,  exhibit  and  illuftrate 
its  magnitude  ?  Were  not  both  thefe  meafures  elfcfluated 
by  the  means  of  a  dark  and  fecret  influence  00  the  Royal 
mind  ?  Was  it  not  /in  this  way  that  Minifters,  who  bad 
"been  emphatically  ftyled  the  Keepers  of  his  Majcfty's  con- 
fidence, were  difmiffed  from  the  participation  of  his  c&its- 
cils  and  government?  Thefc  were  fads  which  were  no  fc- 
crcts,    Thefe  the  perfon  who  was  acctffary  to  their  tx- 

1  iftence 
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iftence,  found  'hiftifttf  'tinder  the  neceflrty  of  puHifhing ; 
anH'whilft  he  published  them  he  published  his  own  infamy. 
Would  a  man,  with  the  heart  df  a  man,  have  afied  fo  mean 
«nd  fhameful  a  part  ? 

Whllft  I  thus  cxprefs  myfelf  refpe&ing  the  rights  of 
^Parlfement ;  whilft  I  affert  the  privilege  of  this  Houfc  to 
decide  on  the  conduit  of  Minifters,  and  to  confider  thfc 
modes  or  artifices  by  Which  they  have  got  into  office'; 
trhifft  I* exhibit  and  condemn  their  cbnfpiracics  againft  the 
iconftitutidn  of  this  Country,  let  it  not  be  underftoad  that! 
*Wi(h  todiminifh  thofe  rights  Which  are  legally  invefted  in 
•Majcfty.  The  prerogative  of  the  negative  is  a  maxim 
"Which  I'bave  always  admitted,  always  affined,  always  de- 
fended ;  who  dodbtsit?  I  for  one  never  have;  had  this 
"prerogative  on  a' late  occafion  been  exerted,  not  in  the  dark 
-and  under  the  baleful  fhade  of  a  fecret  influence,  but  in  an 
'honeft,  in  an  open,  and  avowed  manner,  I  fhould  have  ar>- 
plauded  the  meafure,  and  vindicated  Majefty  in  its  defence, 
fcad  conftitutional  operations. 

An  honourable  member  (Mr,  Powys)  has  reflefted  on 

itty  ambition  inthe  progrefs  of  my  parliamentary  conduft'; 

'bin  by  whatfaft  can  he  fubftantiate  his  charge  ?   Has  not 

mycondaft  been  always  confident  r  Have  I  profecuted  any 

road  but  one  ?  Have  1  not  fought  to'  elevate  myfelf  by  di- 

•tfeft,  Open,  and  conftitutional  modes  ?  Have  I  endeavoured 

:to  gratify  my  ambition  by  the  artifices  of  fecret  intrigue, 

by  fculking  behind  the  Throne,  by  flattering  his  Majefty's  - 

prejudices  ?  Have  I  ever  deviated  from  the  principles  I  have 

'avowed,  or  inconfiftently  and   taearily  attached  myfelf  to 

one  adminiftration  in  eighty-ttaro,  and  another  conftitutdd 

tin  oppofite  principles  in  eighty-three  ?  *No  one  can  ftatfe 

'fudi  objeftions  to  myconduft. 

A  coalition  has  been  the  fuhj*&  of  recommendation  dar- 
ing the  courfe  of  debute.     I  neither  court  nor  avoid  union 
•with  any  party.   Such  coalition,  however,  muftbeeftab- 
lifhed  on  a  broad  and  confident  bafis.     Every  well  confli- 
cted Adminiftration  muft  be  one  with  itfclf .     This  is  ab- 
'foldtely  iftdifpenfable.    The  noble  Lord  with  whom  I  formed 
a  coahdon,  differed  from  me  On  various  grounds  previous 
•  to  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  this  connexion.     We  differed  on 
thefabjeft  of  the  American  war.     This  difference  however 
v,was  obviated  when  that  War  came  to  a  period.    I  thought 
'the  influence  of  the  Crown  too  great.    On  this  fuhjeft  the  no- 
ble Lord  a  Ho  differed  from  me.  This  ground  of  contrariety 

of 
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of  opinion  was  likewifc,  ip  fomc  meafure,  taken  away.  A 
third  thing,  in  which  the  noble  Lord  and  I  entertained  a  va- 
riety of  fentiment,  was  his  connecting  himfelf  with  an  Ad- 
mi  nift  ration  of  whofe  meafures  he  did  not  perfectly  approve. 
This  point  the  noble  Lord  may  ft  ill  defend,  whilft  I  main* 
tain  my  former  opinions.  Thefe  were  the  material  grounds 
on  which,  fn  our  political  conduct,  we  differed,  and  which 
being  done  away,  every  objection  to  our  coalition  was  re- 
moved. I  have  therefore  no  objection  to  connecting  myfclf 
with  perfons  of  any  defcription,  with  whom  I  can  form  a 
permanent  nnion  on  found  and  general  principles,  with  men 
who  enjoy  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe  and  of  the  public. 
When  fuch  perfons  appear,  I  (hall  reckon  it  a  duty  to  coa- 
kfee  with  them,  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country. 

A  language  has  been  held  by  a  gentleman  under  the 
gallery,  that  his  Majefty  had  a  confidence  in  the  pre  fen  t 
.Minifters ;  but  could  fuch  an  idea  be  for  one  moment  fup- 
ported  in  the  Houfe  ?  Could  it  be  believed  that  Majefty 
bad  a  confidence  in  men  who  had  formed  a  cohfpiracy 
againft  the  Conftitution,  and  got  into  office  by  an  act  of 
treachery  r  Such  a  fuppofition  was  a  libel  on  Majefty  ;  af- 
ter the  retaliations  of  Monday  it  could  not  exift;  and  I  have 
too  great  a  refpect  for  the  Sovereign  almoft  to  dwell  on  the 
fuppofition  of  its  being. 

The  error  is  a  common  one  to  confound  perfonal  and  po- 
litical confidence.     That  his  Majefty  may  repofe  a  perfonal 
confidence  in  his  prcfent  Minifters,  feparateiy  and  indivi- 
dually, I  have  no  doubt ;   but  that  he  fhoqld  repofe  a  con- 
fidence in  their  political  character,  under  the  opprobrium 
which  refted  on  them,  was  too  grofs  an  idea  to  be  admitted 
or  entertained.    What  language  did  fuch  a  fuppofition  exhi- 
bit to  eVery  member  in  the  Houfe  ?  Was  it  not  faying  to 
him,  fpend  not  your  time  in  politics ;  ceafe  to  ftudy  the 
conftitution  of  your  country,  or  to  rife  to  eminence  in  the 
feiute ;  rather  ftudy  the  arts  of  ductility. and  fecret  intrigue; 
thefe  are  much  better  calculated  to  give  you  diftinction  in 
the  State,  by  rendering  you  the  objects  of  Royal  regard  i 
I  venerate  the  character  of  the  young  man  who  holds  the 
reins  of  Government  of  this  country  at  prefent ;  I  admire 
his  virtues  and  refpect  his  ability,  but  if  he  would  concili- 
ate the  favour  of  fuch  a  Monarch,  he  muft  facrvfice  every 
ingenuous  quality  in  his  nature  ;  he  muft  fubftitute  cunning 
.  jnftead  of  wifdom,  complaifance  inftead  of  honcfty,  and    1 
meannefs  inftead  of  real  fortitude  and  magnanimity.    He, 

therefore! 
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therefore,  who  maintains  that  the  prcfent  Miniftry  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  affronts  the  dignity  and. 
wifdotn  of  Majefty,  and  even  fights  on  his  flumps  in  de- 
fence of  a  reprobated  Adminiftration. 
.  Thefe  circumftances  therefore  ftrongly  imprefs  me  with 
the  idea,  that  the  King  was  cither  ignorant  of  the  re fol vi- 
rions of  Monday  laft,  or  that  his  Mini fters  had  deceived 
him  with  refpeft  to  them.  When  the  noble  Lord  who  fits 
near  me,  and  who  had  governed  the  country  for  fo  long  a 
period,  at  laft  found  himfclf  deferted  by  the  Houfe,  and  a 
majority  of  nine  only  in  his  favour,  even  in  this  fituation 
he  retired  with  becoming  propriety  and  decency.  How 
much  more  then  was  it  incumbent  on  thofe  to  follow  his 
example,  again  ft  whom  a  much  greater  majority  bad  ap- 
peared on  a  vote  of  cenfure  on  their  admiffion  to  office. 

There  was,  therefore,  a  political  neceffity  for  the  prefent 
motion.  I  am  happy,  however,  that  it  is  not  perfonal, 
and  would  ftill  hope  that  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration would  not  lay  the  Houfe  under  the  neceffity 
of  following  up  their  former  refolutions  by  an  addrefs  to 
the  Throne. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
the  prefent  Adminiftration.  '  I  have  been  told  that  this  day 
an  addrefs  has  been  carried  to  the  Throne  in  fupport  of 
this  idea.  But  if  in  that  addrefs  it  has  been  infinuatcd  to 
Majefty  that  bis  late  Miniftry  threatened,  or  ftill  threaten, 
to  invade  the  prerogative,  I  have  only  to  affert,  that  fuck 
an  infinuation  is  falfc. 

A  rumour  has  been  circulated,  and  adverted  to  in  the 
Houfe,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  public  to  correct 
the  vices  of  Parliament,  by  fupporting  Miniftry  by  volun- 
tary benevolence.  Of  this  mode  of  fubfifting  Adminiftra- 
tion, independent  of  parliamentary  "fubfidy,  1  remember  to 
have  received  a  raoft  able  and  decided  opinion  from  that 
acute  and  mafterly  genius,  Lord  Aihburton,  whofe  lofs  to 
this  country  I  cannot  fufficiently  lament.  As,  however,  it 
is  the  mod  improbable,  I  think  it  is  alfo  the  moft  inno* 
.  cent  mode  of  fupply  that  has  been  devifed.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  however,  it  is  more  dangerous  perhaps  than  in  any 
other.  The  fituation  of  this  Houfe,  threatened  by  the  ex* 
iftenceof  a  Miniftry  whom  they  have  condemned,  would 
render  fuch  a  meafure,  were  there  not  an  improbability  of 
its  exiftence,  truly  alarming. 

I  have  only  one  point  more  to  touch  on,  and  which  I. 
fan  not  pafs  over  in  filence.    Much  has  been  faid  of  a&ivc 
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and  paffi.ve  inflacncc.     This  is  a  do&rine  which,  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  Royal  Perfonage  who  has  frequented  this 
fcjoufe  of  late,  I  do  not  underftand.     God  forbid  that  he 
fhould  not  feel  in  its  political  concerns.     Where  is  he  more 
likely   to  imbibe  a    knowledge  of  •  the  principles   of   the 
Conftitution  than  within  thcfe  walls  ?    How  can  he  more 
eminently  illuftrate  the  excellence  of  his  character  than  by 
thus  blending  his  perfonal  refpeft  for  .his  Majefty  with  his 
attachment  to  his  country  ?  He  concluded  with  giving  his 
affent  to  the  motion. 
Iff.  Henry       Mr.  Henry  Dundas  fpoke  to  the  following  effe£t  x  After 
Paqdas.       t^c  teftimony  of  fo  many   honourable    and    independent 
gentlemen  who  have,  with  one  voice,  acknowledged  that 
the  refolution  before  you  is  in  the  prefent  cafe  absolutely 
pn warrantable,  I  rife  with  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  and  peculiar 
advantage,  and  I  mud  therefore  be  allowed  to  augur  welt 
of  the  event  of  this  night's  debate.     Sir,  I  rejoice  to  fee 
the  moderation  and  temper  which  has  (hewn  itfelf  on  this 
day  ;  I  rejoice  that  we  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  and  that  it 
js  not  brought  forward  as  that  was,  upon  which  this  refolu- 
tion is  to  be  founded,  and  of  which  it  is  faid  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  corollary — the  fprmer,  important  as  it 
was,  not  only  to  the  interefts,  but  to  the  perfonal  honour 
pf  bis  Majejty's  prefent  Minifters,  was  brought  before  us 
iuddenly  and  unexpectedly  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  every  man's  faculties  for  fpeaking,  for  hearing,  and 
for  judging  propcily  were  exhaufttd  by  a  previous  debate 
of  more  than  twelve  hours,  and  when  a  very  confide  rable 
part  of  the  Houfe  had  departed,  under  the  firm  and  very 
natural  perfuafion  that  no  more  queftions  of  confequencc 
were  likely  to  be  introduced.     The  prefent  queftion,  as  it  is 
brought  forward  at  a  better  hour  and  with  a  beuer  temper, 
fo  will  it  be  decided  upon,  1  troll, » with  a  better  and  clearer 
judgment;  and  I  allure  you.  Sir,  1   fhall  attempt  lb  f*r  to 
follow  the  example  of  thofe   before  me,  and  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  (Mr.  Fox)  as  to  fuffer  no- 
thing perfonal,  nothing  indecent,   nothing  heated,   nothing 
unbecoming  the  critical  and  awful  hour  in  which  I  fpeak, 
fo  efcape  put  of  my  lips. 

Sir,  the  flrft  thing  I  have  to  obferyc  is  clearly  and  dif- 
finftly  this  :  that  allowing,  for  argument's  fake,  afltul  cre- 
dit for  every  report  without  doors,  and  every  infinuation 
That  has  been  mtfde  here,  the  picfent  rtfoluuon  is  neyerthc- 
Jefs  utterly  without  inundation. 

What 
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What,  Sir,  is  the  utrooft  that  re(x>tt8  have*  ever  fald  ? 
That  my  Lord  Temple  has  indifcreetly,  wantonly,  an<i,  if 
you  will,  unconstitutionally  ^reported  his  Majefty's  private 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  India  bill,  ami  that  in  tne 
Houfe  of  Lords  that  bill  has  been  by   this  means  thrown         % 
out.    Butj  Sir,  is  my  Lord  Temple  a  Minifter  ?  Your  re- 
*  folution  fays  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters :  Lords  of  the 
.  Bedchamber  are  no  Minifters ;  whom,  therefore,  are  thofe 
men  that  your  re  folution  means  to  ilander?  I  call  on  the" 
noble  Lord  to  amend  his  motion,  and  to  name  in   it  the 
pame»  of  every  Minifter  of  his  Majefty,  on  whofe  charac-  ' 
tcr  be  means  that  this  ftigma  fhould  alight.    Sir,  I  defy- 
any  man  even  to  infinuate  that  any  one  of  his  Majefty  s 
Cabinet  has. ever  had  the  lead  fhare  of  that  fecret  influence 
upon  which  this  motion  is  founded,  and  for  which  it  is  to 
turn  them  out  of  office.     Sir,  they  are  not  even  accufed  ; 
they  have  a  right  to  be  acrufed,  and  they  will  deny  every 
part  of  the  imputation.    The  throwing  out  of  the  India 
bill  %was  a  matter  previous  to  their  appointment,  in  which 
they  had  no  concern,  and  for  which  they  can  fhare  no 
blame,  even  if  t  allow,  for  argument's  fake,  that  blame  is 
due  any  where,  > 

His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  have,  I  afiert,  been  con* 
ftitutionally  chofen  by  him  who  has  the  fole  right  to  choofe 
them ;  and  by  this  refolution  they  are  by  this  Houfe  in- 
ftantly  turned  out. 

Sir,  is  it  therefore  for  their  incapacity  and  inefficiency 
that  you  overthrow  them  r  (The  Houfe  having  cried  hear! 
hear!)  Mr.  Dundas  laid,  then,  Sir,  I  infift  that  their  in- 
capacity and  infufficiency  fhall  be  named  in  the  motion  as 
the  ground  upon  which  you  at  once  deny  them  your  confi- 
dence. Let  this  Houfe  judge  and  know  upon  what  ground 
they  give  their  vote.  Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  our  con  (lit  ev- 
ents will  afk  to  know,  the  people  of  England  muft  and  will 
know,  why  Minifters  named  by  his  Majefty  are  inftantly 
turned  out  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  turned  out,  I  fay,- 
before  they  are  tried,  and  condemned  before  they  are* 
accufed. 

Sir,  if  this  refolution  means  any  thing,  it  is  in  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  an  addrefs,  requefting  the  King  to  appoint  a 
whole  new  fet  of  Minifters.  I  am  forced,  therefore,  to 
view  it  in  this  light,  fjnee  it  is  in  effect  pointed  at  his  Ma- 
jefty, and  muft  probably  be  followed  up  by  an  addrefs  in 
the  fame  tenor  and  to  the  fame  purport, 

4  G  %  1  beg,. 
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I  beg,  therefore,  the  Houfe  will  go  with  me  in  confider- 
ing  how  the  Royal  mind  muft  fed,  and  what  fort  of  lan- 
guage his  Majefty  muft  hold  to  hirafclf  upon  fuch  an  ad- 
drefc. 

"  You  fend  me  back  the  Minifters  I  have  juft  chofen  ; 
have  I  not  then  the  right  to  choofe  my  Miniftcrt  ?  Certainly 
'  yest  you  fey*  ^ut  w^at  crimes  have  they  committed  ? 
What  is  it  they  have  fo  foon  perpetrated  ?  Certainly  not 
one  aft  of  their  ad  mini  ft  rat  ion  is  yet  paffed.  Are  thejr, 
therefore,,  without  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  ?  Are  they  men  fo  unpopular,  fo  incapable,  fo  inef- 
ficient, that  you  will  not  bear  with  them  even  for  a  mo- 
*  ment  ?  Is  the  Minifter  who  devotes  himfclf  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  particularly,  fo  unpopular  and  fo  incapable?  I 
had  chofen  him,  I  had  fingled  him  out  as  a  man,  of  talents 
the  moft  aftoniihing,  of  integrity  the  rooft  uncorrupt,  of  a 
'  reputation  the  moft  extraordinary.  I  bad  fondly  imagined 
him  the  favourite  of  the  Houfe  pf  Commons  ;  I  had  been 
taught  to  fancy,  that  in  celebrating  his  name,  all  my  peo- 
ple joined  in  one  anthem  of  praife. 

"  Is  it  for  this  therefore  that,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  dint 
.  inftantly  condemns  him  ?.  Is  it  on  account  of  his  fair  fame 
and  une^anipled  reputation  that  I  am  defired  to  withdraw 
fny  public  confidence  from  fuch  a  perfon  as  this  ?  It  follows, 
no  doubt,  therefore,  that  you  wifh  me  to  fubftitute  characters 
as  oppofite  as  poffiblc  to  this  ?  You  wifh  me  then  to  name 
fome  man  or  men  in  whom  I  can  place  no  confidence;  fome 
man  or  men  whom  my  people  execrate,  and  in  whom  I  my- 
felf,  in  perfect  union  with  my  people,  cannot  confide*  If 
fuch  mtfn  are  to  be  my  only  choice,  if  unpopularity,  ha- 
tred* and  diftruft  are  to  be  the  qualifications  and  the  great 
chara&eriftics  that  form  a  Minifter  in  thefe  days,  it  would 
be  matter  of  the  fincereft  joy  to  me,  if  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons would  permit  me  to  wave  my  choice;  let  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  name  their  Minifter;  let  them  fearch  out  per- 
form luitcd  to  their  purpofes,  only  let  me  not  be  forced  to 
play  the  farce,  of  naming  to  them  men  whom  they  have 
lingled  out,  whom  my  confeience  condemns  on  public 
grounds,  and  whom  my  people  tell  me  they  do  not  approve." 
—Such,  Mr.  Dondas  continued,  would  be  the  natural  an- 
fwer  of  a  King,  allowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  feeling,  and 
a  man  of  honour,  like  ourfelves,  on  fuch  an  unheard-of 
,  addrefs  as  this ;  juft  this  neccffarily  muft  be  his  private  Ten- 
ements and  ioliloquy  on  thcoccafion.    Therefore,  fays  be, 

I  would 
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I  would  bcfeech  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  once  to  name 
the  mfcn  in  whom  alone  they  are  determined  to  confide. 
Already  we  know  their  names.  Let  as  bring  in  a  bill, 
naming  the  .right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  noble  Lord 
exclufive  Minifters  of  this  country  for  a  term  of  year*; 
for  t&at  is'  precifely  the  fpirit  and  meaning,  that,  Sir,  is 
the  plain  Englifti  of  this  rcfolution,  except  indeed  that  by 
the  prefent  motion,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  exempted  from 
any  (hare  in  the  nomination  ;  whereas,  if  it  was  a  bill,  it 
would  not  be  the  Houfe  of  Commons  alone  that  would 
name  the  Minifter  of  this  country. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  this  is  a  great  combinational  queftion,  and  not  a 
queftion  who  (half  be  Minifter.  I  meet  the  Houfe  oh  thkt 
ground,  and  I  beg  leave  to  requeft  no  more  favour  than 
this,  viz.  that  every  man  who  thinks  with  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  this  is  not  a  queftion  who  (hall  be 
Minifter,  will  vote  with  him,  and  I  am  content  that  'All 
the  reft  fhould  vote  with  me.  Nay,  Srr,  if  there  is  any 
man  in  this  Houfe  who  in  his  conference  does  not  think 
that  this  refolution  ferves  to  name*  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  colleague,  the  Minifters  and  the  only 
Minifters  of  this,  country,  I  am  content  that  all  fuch  per- 
(bns,  to  a  msm,  fhould  vote  againft  me.  I  feel  on  this 
ground  very  lure  of  finding  myfclf  to-night  in  a  moft  re- 
(pe&able  majority  indeed. 

Sir,  f  have  no  perfonal  obje&ions  or  diilike  to  the  noble 
Lord  or  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  it  is  upon  clear 
con&tutVohal.  grounds  that  I  refift  this  vote,  and  I  call 
upon  the  independent  part, of  the  Houfe  that  they  will  ftand 
forth  and  maintain  the  charafter,  the  moderation,  for  thus 
I  will  venture  to  fay  they  will  moft  effeflually  maintain 
the  true  confequence  of  this  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Let  the  Houfe  look. well  to  its  conduft  this  night,  for  this 
night  it  is  about  to  decide  what  is  the  conftitution  of  this 
country.  The  aftumption  of  power  and  privileges'  which 
did  not  belong  to  it,  has  once  proved  the  overthrow  of  this 
Conftitution  ;  we  are  verging  towards  the  f?me  precipice 
again,  we  are  claiming  to  purfelvcs  the  right  of  appointing 
Minifters,  we  are  difclaiming  the  nomination  of  4  his  Ma- 
jetty,  without  caufe  and  without  trial :  let  us.  confide r, this 
qpe&ioo,  I  fay,  without  favour  or  affeftion,  for  we  are  this 
night  deciding  on  the  Qonftitutip.n. 

Mr,  Dundas  added  a  few  observations  fefpe&ihg  the  at* 
tendance  of  a  great  perfonage  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

0  and 
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and  hinted,  by  an  hypothecs,  if  od  any  occafioa  fucfa 
•  perfoafcge  Ihould  teftify  by  his  behaviour  or  gefticulation 
in  the  Houfe  itfelf,  any  partiality  to  any  particular  party 
of 'men  in  the  Houfe,  fuch  marks  of  partiality  might  ferve 
*s  a  means  of  influence,'  and  would  not  be  perfectly  be- 
coming* 
14.  N<ptfa,      Lord  North  faid,  that  having  fo  often  aflerted  the  legality 

'  of  giving  private  benevolences  in  bounties  for  railing  foldiers 
andfeamen;  purchafing  relief  in  cloaths  and  other  things 
*  for  prifoners ;  building  of  fhips  of  war,  and  the  like,  he 
could  not  condemn  thofe  who  laid  out  their  money  in  any  of 
thefe  ways,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public;,  or  of  thofe  who  were 
engaged  in  its  fervice ;  but  he  would  on  the  other  hand  as  po- 
ll tively  maintain  the  illegality  of  benevolences,  when  given 
for  the  purpofes  of  corrupting  an  exifling  Parliament,  in  cor- 
rupting the  electors  at  the  election  of  a  new  Parliament,  or 

.  to  enable  the  Crown  to  do  fpr  ever  without  any  Parliament 
at  all ;  and  therefore  he  would  he  greatly  alarmed  at  hearing 
that. benevolences  had  been  offered  for  purpofes  that  did  not 
come  within  the  description  of  thofe  which  he  dated  to  be 
legal,  if  he  was  not  convinced  that  men  were  in  general  much 
more  ready  at  promiiing  than  at  performing;  but  his  fears 

.  fubfided  when  he  reflected  that  i,ooo,oool.  was  not  fo  eafily 

.raifed  on  private  credit ;,  or  even  if  it  could  be  raifed,  thofe 
private  perfons  would  not  be  very  forward  to  (lake  their  cre- 
dit and  their  property,  but  more  particularly  at  fo  critical  a 
fituation ;  therefore  his  mind  was  pretty  much  at  eafe  on  that 
head.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  laid  that  he  {hone  with 
borrowed  or  reflected  luftre;  Better  even  were  it  for  the 
country,  that  this  moon  (hould  be  reftored  to  the  hemif- 
phere,  than  that  it  ihould  be  left  indarknefs :  was  the  bright 
liar  that  ought  to  illuminate  it  eel ip fed,  or  was  it  fet,  and 
loft  to  human  eye?  The  honourable  gentleman  had  applied  to 
him  an  expreflion  that  had  been  applied  to  a  great  predeceflbr 
of  his,  with  the  difference  of  a  non  —  *•  non  laudandus—ornan- 
dus — to'iendus" — He  prefumed  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  mean  tollndus  in  the  worft  fenfe ;  he  hoped  he  did  not 
wifh  him  to  be  killed:  he  wiftied  him,  however,  to  be  or- 
nandus ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  very  vulgar  Englifh,  to  be  kicked 
up  flairs.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  inclination  to  be  kicked  up 
flairs ;  he  fhould  be  forry  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  any  agree- 
ments that  might  be  ufetul  to  the  country ;  but  nevertbelefs 
he  would  not  go  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  he  would  ftay  in  that 
/  Houfe,  to  defend  his  character  and  his  honour,  as  often  as  he 

ifclouW  hear  it  attacked.  If,  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  he  Ibonld 

■■    '        "  be 
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be  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  would  think  it  an  ho- 
nour of  the  higheft  degree,  if  MiniAers  would  fuffer  this 
Houfe  to  enjoy  its  rights  and  privileges  in  the  fcale  of  the 
con  fti  tut  ion  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  they  fuifcred  any  constitution 
at  all  toexift  in  the  country  ;  if  they  did  not,  then  he  would 
go  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  as  to  a  place  of  reft,  or,  as  fome  peo- 
ple of  this  Houfe  would  fay  to  him,  as  a  place  of  fleep, 
where  he  would  repofe  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  with  this  only 
confolation  on  the  approaching  infignificance  of  the  Peerage, 
that  it  was  the  branch  that  would  be  attacked  I  a  ft  by  the  fe- 
cret  influence,  and  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  iminenfity  of 
royal  power,  become  abfolute  by  the  extinction  of  the  other 
two  branches  of  the  conftitution.  But  bis  honour  and  his  cha- 
racter would  not  fuffer  him  to  accept  of  a  Peerage  now :  the 
acceptance  of  it  would  place  him  in  that  fituation  in  which 
Agrippine  defcribes  herfelf  in  the  tragedy  — 

■ 

u  ye  vas  crortrc  Us  bonmurs  et  tomber  mon  credit^ 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  refolutions  on  which,  the  one  then 
before  the  Committee  was  grounded,  had  been  carried  at  fir 
o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  but  gentlemen  fhould  recolledr  that 
it  was  after  a  very  long  debate,  and  that  there  were  prefent, 
on  the  divifion,  343  members;  a  very  confiderable  number 
indeed;  greater  by  far  than  the  number  by  which  ninety- 
nine  queliions  in  a  hundred  in  that  Houfe  were  determined. 

His  Lordihip  concluded  his  fpeech  by  fome  hand  fome  com- 
pliments tx>  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who,  inilead  of  throwing 
himlelf  into  the  arms  of  bafe  flatterers,  attended  the  Houle 
of  Commons,  where  he  might  learn  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
eonftitution,  and  the  nature  of  this  limited  government. 

Mr.  MacdonaU  faid,  that  the  true  point  to  be  confidered  Mri  Mm* 
was  this,  whether  there  was  good  foundation  for  the  removal  <*©■*«. 
of  the  late  Mini  iters,  and  whether  the  prefent  Minifters  could 
as  yet  have  made  themfelves  obnoxious  to  the  Houfe  from  anv 
official  ground,  which  alone  the  Houfe  as  fuch  could  look  to. 
He  contended  that  the  India  bill  had  manifefted  fuch  princi- 
ples of  government,  as  made  it,  in  his  mind,  the  duty  of  the 
Sovereign  to  remove  them.  The  exiftence  of  the  eonftitu- 
tion, he  maintained,  was  involved  in  the  fuccefs  of  that  per- 
nicious project,  by  which  it  was  demonftrated,  that  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  would  be  overlaid  by  the  weight  of  a 
new  influence.  Heobferved,  that  anecdotes,  obfcurely  ftated 
hitherto,  which  refpe&ed  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other  Houfe, 
were  artfully  introduced  to  keep  out  of  fight  the  neceffity  for 
a.  Jate  removal.  Thefe  anecdote?  of  a  noble  Lord  were,  that 
4  ha 
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he  gave  nis  opinion,  though  not  in  office,  and  finding  thofe 
of  his  Sovereign,  agree  with  them,  published  that  fact,  and 
from  hence  it  is  concluded  the  bill  was  16ft  in  the  other 
IJoufe.  Admitting  the  noble  Earl  to  have  been  wrong,  for 
argument's  fake,  yet  how  were  the  prefent  Minifters  conta- 
minated by  the  conduft  which  any  individual  might  think  pro* 
per  to  hold  ?  But  he  denied  fuch  conduct  was  wrong :  feme 
lawyers  had  indeed  advanced  that  no  fubject  could  advife  the 
Crown,  but  refpon fib Je  Minifters.  Only  one  authority  had 
ever  before  maintained  that  it  was  not  the  privilege  of  the 
Peers  fo  to  do,  and  of  the  Commoriers,  when  permitted. 
Mr.  Juftice  Allybone,  the  Papift  Judge  ftuck  on  the  Bench 
*  of  James  II.  to  judge  the  feven  Bi  ill  ops,  had  indeed  been  the 
fir  A,  and  he  hoped  would  have  been  the  laft,  who  uttered 
fuch  doftrine:  his  brethren  on  the  Bench  indeed  told  him, 
that  his  dofirrne  was  not  to  be  maintained,  and  were  dif- 
miffed  for  this  language  of  freedom.  The  alternative  then 
was  this,  that  the  fuccenorsof  thofe  who  would  have  deftroyed 
the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  muft  not  be  fu  fie  red  to 
a6r,  though  men  of  character  and  principle,  to  fupport  a 
do&rine,  which,  if  it  were  true,  they  had  not  to  anfwer  for, 
but  which  was  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  it  had  been  re- 
probated even  in  James  the  Second's  time.  Perhaps  it  could 
not  be  better  exprefled  how  unjuft  it  was  to  impute  any  cir- 
cumftance  which  a  noble  Earl  was  engaged  in,  to  the  Mini- 
fters, than  by  reminding  gentlemen  of  an  expreffion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  below  the  gallery,  **  that  it  is  ever  to 
be  guarded  again  ft  in  rea  Toning,  not  to  miftake  concomitant 
circumftances  for  caufe  and  etfedr.."  What  the  noMe  Earl 
had  thought  fir  to  do  was  not  the  caufe  of  the  appointment 
of  the  perfons  in  queftion,  but  the  falvation  of  the  country, 
by  preferving  the  unity  of  the  executive  power,  which  every 
man  was  defeply  interefted  in  preferving ;  for  upon  that  very 
unity  depended  the  poflibility  of  keeping  it  within  juft  bounds. 
This  bill,  he  faid,  which  had  thofe  pernicious  qualities,  the 
noble  Lord  had  threatened  the  renewal  of,  and  the  gentleman 
who  had  been  his  colleague  had  done  the  fame,  but  was  now 
willing  to  alter  any  thing,  provided  he  did  not  alter  the 
fubftance. 

.  The  noble  Lord,  Mr.  Macdonald  obferved,  in  vindicating 
the  refolutions,  pafled  under  extraordinary  circumftances  at 
fix  the  other  morning,  and  then  firft  propofed,  faid,  *•  You 
have  them  here  ;  you  may  now  confiderthem,  and  pJffs  your 
judgment.*'  It  was  a  method,  he  remembered,  propofed  by  a 
pun  of  wit,  that  the  Houfi?  ihould  vote  firft,  and  difcufs  af- 
terwards; 
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terwards ;  that  it  was  exa6Hy  putting  that  plan  in  pfadiceu 
The  refolutions,  from  which  the  prefent'  was  drawn,  and 
which  were  ftated  as  rendering  it  neceflarr,  ought  to  have 
come  forward  with  foleronity,  and  to  have  teen  Submitted  at 
a  time  when  gentlemen's  attention  was  not  worn  out.  It  was 
plain,  lie  obferved,  that  the  whole  of  this  topic,  refpe&ing 
any  circumftancet  which  an  individual  might  chufe  to  give 
birth  -to,  were  unjuftiy  imputed,  if  wrong*  to  others,  for  the 
fake  of  doing  the  monftrous  injufttce  of  not  fuffering  the  . 
Minifters,  whom  his  Majefty  had  appointed,  even  to  begin  : 
with  juftice  indeed  might  a  line,  quoted  by  the  late  Secretary, 
be  applied  to  thefe  refolutions  — 

'  "  Scd  quo  cecidit  Tub  criminc,  quifnam 

Delator,  qui  bus  indiciis,  quo  telle  probavit  > 
Nil  horom ;  veibofa  tt  grandis  epiftola  venit 
•      A  Capreis."  / 

He  reminded  Lord  North  that  he  had  exprefled  his  Opinion 
of  the  prefent  Minifter  in  that  Houfe,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, as  one  who  was  born  a  Minifter ;  it  now  appeared  that 
be  wished  him  to  be  a  ftUl7born  Minifter.  He  proceeded  to 
ihew  the  injuftice,  both  to  theCrown  who  appointed,  to  the 
Hcrafe,  to  the  people,  and  to  the  perfons  of  the  Minifters  as 
yet  untried,  to  prejudge  them  in  the  manner  propofed,  which 
Vras  founded  on  reafons  whjch  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent 
cafe.  The  aueftion  therefore  being,  Was  a  removal  neeeflary 
toprefirvetne  cpnftitution?  and  are  the  prefent  Minifters  ca- 
pable and  heneft  ?  He  fliould  anfwer  affirmatively  to  bothf 
without  examining  anj  anecdotes  of  Lord  Temples  aftions, 
and  fhould  vote  againft  the  motion. 

•Mr.  NicbM  faid,  an  honourable  'and  learned  gentleman  Mr.  m. 
wholiad  fpeke  fomc  little  time  before  in  the  i  derate,  had  ch©U».  , 
ftated  the  refolution  as  an  invafion  of  the  King's  prero- 
gative.   If  the  refolution  ftruck  him  in  that ;  light,  *he 
would  not  give  it  his  fupport.    He  was  a  friend  to  prero- 
gative 5  it  was  part  of  the  great  law  of  the  Conftitutton, 
vefted  in  the  Crown,  not  for  the  private  gratification  of  the 
{Sovereign,  but  as  a  ^tnift  to'  be  exercifed  for  the  welfare  ot 
the  pepple.    But  among  all  the  powers  and  prerogative* 
of  the  Crown,  there  was  none  rhore;  valuable  than*  tfcafc 
of  having  the  affiftance  of  a  great  national  council  to  advtffe 
the  Crown  in  the  exertions  of  its  prerogative,  and  to  jprei 
rent  the  Sovereign  from  being  mfflea  hf  artful  anflin- 
terefted  advifers.    It  was  this  advantage  of-a  great  aatronai 
council  which  gave  the  Monarchs  of  this  country  the  fu- 

Vol.  XII.  4  H  peiiority 
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periority  over  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe.  He  (aid  the  he- 
jiourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  admitted  the  right  of 
the  Houfe  to  advife  the  Crown  to  remove  Minjfters  on  a 
charge  of  mifcondud 5  but  would  any  man  fay,  that  he 
lould  not  fuppofe  it  poflible,  that  the  Crown  might  trult 
the  great  offices  of  the  State  to  hands  fo  perfectly  unequal 
to  tjhe  management  of  the  public  bu&nefs,  that  it  mighc  be 
proper  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  meet  the  mifchief 
before  it  had  run  its  full  career,  and  to  advife  their  Sove- 
reign to  remove  fuch.  incapable  Minifters,  before  any  grofi 
a&  of  mifconduft  had  been  committed  ?  The  honourable 

fentleman  had  called  for  a  precedent  of  fjich  interference; 
e  was  not  prepared  to  produce  fuch  a  precedent  —  he 
would  mention,  however,  an  inftance,  where  much  mif- 
chief had  followed  from  Parliament's  not  having  interfered 
to  advife  his  Majefty  to  remove  an  incapable  Minifter.  The 
inftance  he  alluded  to  was  the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute  in  place  of  that  vigorous  Minifter  whom  his  Majefty 
found  in  office  at  his  acceflion  —  In  private  virtues  and  pri- 
vate character,  the  Earl  of  Bute  was  not  inferior  to  the 
.prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  yet,  who  is  there 
that  will  not  admit,  that  it  would  have  been  a  blef&ng  to 
this  ^country,  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  day  had 
addrefled  his  Majefty  to  remove  the  noble  Earl  from  his  Ad* 
xniniftrataon  before  any  mifconduft  could  have  been  proved. 
It  had  been  faid  the  prefent  motion  was  calculated  not  only 
to  procure  the  removal  of  one  Adminiftration,  but  the  ap- 
pointment of  another.  Unqueftioitably  it  was.  Who  is 
there  who  does  not  wifh  for  the  moft  fpeedy  appointment 
•  of  a  ftrong,  vigorous  Adminiftration  J  The  refolutions  al- 
,  ready  pajled,  declare  the  want  of  confidence  of  the  Hpufc 
in  the  prefenjt  Minifters.  If  thofe  refolutions. are  not  re* 
fcindedf  the  propofed  resolution  follows  as  a  confequence. 
I*  there  any  pretence  for  refcinding  thofe  refolutions? 
Upon  what  ground  ought  the  Houfe  to  have  confidence  in 
the  prefent  Minifters  ?  Was  it  becaufe  they  had  procured 
the  removal  of  Minifters  in  whom  the  Houfe  had  confi- 
dence? Was  it  becaufe  in  the  prefent  critical  fituatioo  of 
fublic  affairs, they  had  created  a  total  ftagnat ion  of  public 
ufinefs,  for  the  fake  of  gaining  their  employments  ?  He 
thought  the  prefent  Minifters,  deftitute  as  they  were  of  the 
confidence:  of  the  Houfe  o£  Commons,  incapable  of  con- 
ducing the  p\jbjic  bufinefsi  the  fooner  they  were  removed 
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the  fooner  would  the  country  be  relieved  from  its  prefent 
dangerous  fittiation. 

Mr.  Fox  took  occafion,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Macdonald,  to  Mr.  F01. 
declare,  that  he  was  ready  to  accommodated  in  every  thing 
but  principles 5  that  he  would  fuffer  his  India  bill  to  be 
new  modelled  entirely,  referving  only,  that  it  was  made  a 
permanent  fyftem,  and  that  the  feat  of  government  was 
eftablifhed  at  home,  not  in  India. 

Governor  Johnflonc  deli  red  him  (o  abandon  the  principle  ??ve'"or 
of  the  bill,  and  they  would  fuffer  him  to  model  all  the  ac-  J0***00*- 
commodatory  matters  as  he  pleafed. 

This  Mr.  Fox  would  by  no  means  confent  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan  very   ably  fupported  the  motion,  and  re-  MrSheriiaa 
minded  Mr.  Powys  of  his  having  ufed  this  quotation  from 
Shakefpeare  the  day  or  two  before  Lord  North  retired  two 
years  ago  j 


•the  times  hare  been 


That,  when  the  brains  were  out,  the  man  would  die, 
And  there  an  end ;  ■■ 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  fouls  of  the  prefent  Miniftry 
were  departed,  but  their  bodies,  like  empty  forms,  ftill-kept 
their  places  j  to  them  he  might  fay, 


the  times  have  been 


That,  when  the  brains  were  out,  the  man  would  die4 
And  there  an  end;  but  now  they  rife  again  ,       , 

With  twenty  mortal  murders  on  their  crowns, 
And  pulh  us  from  our  ftoofs ;    ■■■  ■    '      r 

threatening  the  Houfe  with  fifty  deaths  or  diffolutions. 
•Mr.  Ardcn  fpoke  againtt  the  motion.         * 
Mr.  Burke  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  motion. 
Mr.  T.  Onflow  made  a  handfomc  eulogy  on  the  Prince 

of  Wales. 

Lord  Fielding  oppofed  the  motion  ftrenuoufly. 

General  Murray  declared  he  thought  it  fair  to  difcufs  Gen.  Mar* 
the  Eaft-India  bill  before  the  fate  of  the  Miniftry  was  de-  ***• 

cided. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  could  not  fuffer  Th«  Ch«h. 
the  debate  to  clofe  withoat  faying  a  few  words  ;  but  as  he  *e"?rof  lhc 
faw  the  impatience  of  the  Houfe  to  feparate,  an  impatience    xche<ltter' 
which  he  could  not  wonder  at  when  he  confidercd  the 
very  late  hour  of  the  night,  he  would  affure  them  that  he 
would  detain  them  only  for  a  few  mbments.    Let  the  fate 
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of  the  motion  be  decided  either  one  way  or  the  other,  he 
faid  he  could  not  but  feel  the  utmoft  comfort  and  fatisfac- 
.  tion  at  the  full,  fair  and  impartial  difcuffion  the  queftkra 
had  undergone,  and  more  particularly  in  having  been  wit- 
iifefs  to  a  debate,  in  which,  although  from  the  perfonal  na- 
ture of  k,  he  was  debarred  from  taking  any  part  himfelf, 
to  many  worthy  and  truly  refpe&able  gentlemen  had  rifeii 
to  defend  his  chara&er  and  refcue  it  from  the  odium  which 
the  violence  of  fa&ion  and  the. malice  of  party  would  have 
wiihed  to  have  loaded  it  with.  In  the  courfe  of  the  difcuf- 
fion a  great  variety  of  topics  had  been  handled  in  a  way 
that  did  honour  to  the  ability  of  thofe  who  had  fpoken,  and 
proved  inconteftably,  that  the  art  and  ingenuity  of  that  fee 

.    of  men  whofe  chief  aim  it  had  been  tomiflead  and  confound, 
nad  not  been  fuecefsful  to  the  degree  that  they  might  pof- 
fibly  have  hoped;  but  that  there  were  others,  and. thofe  of 
acknowledged  estimation  and  importance  in  the  country, 
who  were  not  more  accurate  iri  their  judgments  than  zea- 
lous in  their  determination  to  tear  the  mafk  from  the  face  of 
fa&ion  and  (hew  it  in  its  native  colours.     This  necenarily 
afforded  him  all  the  gratification  that  his  mod  fanguine 
hopes  could  have  afpired  to.    With  regard  to  the  qUeftion, 
the  Committee  would  difpofe  of  that  as  they  thought  pro- 
per,    it  was  a  queftion'from  its  perfonal  tendency  certain- 
ly of  fome  importance  to  him,  but  of  infinitely  more  im- 
portance to  themfelves.    The  character  of  the  Houfe,  the 
confidence  pf  the  people  in  their  reprefentatives,  depended 
in  a  great  meafure  on  the  fate  of  the  motion:  before  they 

.  decided  a  point  of  fuch  magnitude,  he  de fired  to  throw 
himfelf  on  the  candour,  the  juftice  and  the  honour  of  the 
Houfe.  He  had  produced  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs,  a  bill  which  he  had 
given  to  the  Houfe  as  a  pledge  of  his  merits  as  a  Minifterj 
a  pledge  by  which  he  had  confented  to  abide,  and  to  reft 
all  his  prenfions  to  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  on  a  fair 
comparison  of  that  bill  and  the  bill  6f  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  that  had  been  brought  in  before  the  holidays. 
His  bill  was  already  before  them,  and  it  refted  with  them 
to  name  the  day  for  its  difcuffion.  If  they  came  to  a  deck 
lion  upon  the  motion  that  night,  and  a  majority  agreed  tt> 
it,  the  Houfe  would  have  condemned  him  unheard,  and 
before  any  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for  them  to  fca?e 
rounds  to  form  an  bpinion  upon,  whether  he  deferred  to 
condemned  or  not,    It  had  been  agreed  pa  all  bands, 
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that  a  fyftcm  of  regulation,  with  regard  to  the  future  go- 
vernment of  India,  was  indifpenfably  neceflary;  one  bill 
upon  that  fubje£t  had  been  agitated  already,  and  had  palled 
that  Houfe,*  but  had  been  loft  in  the  Lords.  The  opinions 
of  the  public  at  large,  he  would  venture  to  aflert,  were  de- 
cidedly againft  that  bill.  Would .  the  Houfe  then,  while 
they  had  a  bill  upon  the  fame  fubje&,  but  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent nature,  in  their  pofleffion,  and  which  yet  remained  to 
be  examined  and  difcufled,.  proceed  the  length  of  the  mo- 
tion then  under  confideratiou  ?  He  flattered  hirnfelf  that 
they  would  not  prejudge  him,  that  they  would  not  con- 
demn him  unheard,  but  that  they  would  wait  at  leaft  till 
that  comparifon  and  difcuflion  that  he  mod  anxioufly  chal- 
lenged had  been  gone  through,  and  that  the  Houfe  in  this 
material  inftance  would  aft  confidently,  with  that  candour, 
honour  and  dignity,  which  fo  highly  became  them,,  and 
which  he  hoped  ever  would  diltinguifh  all  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

As^foon  as  Mr.  Pitt  fat  down,  the  Chairman  put  thf 
queftion,  and  the  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  (for  the  refo- 
lution)  205;  Noes,   184.    Majority,  21. 

The  Chairman  was  then  directed  to  leave  the  chair, 
report  the  refolution  to  the  Houfe,  and  afk  leave  to  fit 
again. 

The  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  refolution  was  reported, 
read  a  fir  ft  and  fecond  time  and  agreed  to ;  after  which  the 
Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation  was  adjourned  to 
Tuefday  next. 

January  20* 

Mr.  Rolle* 
Mr.  RolU  obferved,  that  from  a  declaration   which,  he 

made  a  few  days  ago,  that  he  would  on  this  day  move  for 
certain  papers  relative  to  two  perfons,  late  clerks  in  the  Pay 
Office,  they  might  naturally  expeft  that  he  would  proceed 
to  make  his  motion  now  5  however,  he  had  refolved  to  de- 
cline it  for  the  prefent,  for  two  reafonsj  one  was,  that  he 
did  not  like  to  introduce  any  queftion  that  might  interfere 
with  or  impede  the  important  bufinefs  that  was  expected  to 
be  brought  on  this  day  in  the  Committed  on  the  ftate  of  the 
nation.  The  other  reafon  was,  that  a  rumour  was  then  afloat, 
that  a  negociation  was  on  foot,  by  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped, 
an  end  would  be  put  to  the  fpecies  of  confufion  which  had 
of  late  diftracled  the  government  of  this  country. 

Soon 
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4-  Boon  after  Mr.  Rolle  had  fat  down,  Mr.  Fox  entered 

'      the  houfe,  and  a  cry  of tl  the  order  of  the  day"  was  imme- 
diately fet  up:  the  order  was  for  going  into  a  Committee 
Mr,  Fox.     on  the  ftateof  the  nation.     Upon  this, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe*,  he  faid  that  Cnce  he  came  into  the  houfe 
he  had  been  informed,  that  an  honourable  member  had 
given  for  his  reafon  fop  not  moving  for  certain  papers, 
that  a  rumour  had  been  fpread  abroad  of  a  negociation 
having  been  fet  on  foot  for  the  purpofe  of  effe&ing  an 
union  between  both  fides  of  the  Houfe.  The  reafon,  in  his 
ppinion,  was  a  very  indecent  one ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  there 
was  no, ground  for  any  fuch  rumour  j  at  lead  he  could  fay 
with  certainty  that  no  fuch  negociation  had  reached  his 
knowledge.  His  motive  for  rifing  on  the  prefenf  occafion 
was,  to  tell  the  Houfe,  that  he  intended  to  move  for  the 
a  difcharge  of  the  order  of  the  day,  and  that  another  order 
be  made  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
nation.  He  obferved,  that  after  the  rcfolution  which  the 
Houfe  had  agreed  to  on  Saturday  morning  laft,  it  was  cer- 
tainly to  him  a  matter  of  aftonifliment,  that  the  prefent 
men  fhould  flill  be  found  in  their  offices,  though  that  rc- 
folution declared  in  the  moflt  unequivocal  terms,  that  they 
poflfefled  not  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe.  The  nation 
had  now  to  fee  what  had  not  been  feen  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion, an  Adminiftration  holding  their  places  in  defiance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  renewing  as  much  as  in  them 
lay  thofe  diflrafted  times  before  the  Revolution,  when,  to 
the  misfortune  of  the  nation,  the  Houfes  of  Commons 
were  alrnofl  always  at  variance,  with  the  executive  power; 
obliged  to  maintain  their  rights  againft  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  which  aimed  at  their  annihilation.  He  wiihed 
the  fea,  which  furrounded  the  ifland,  could  prevent  the 
fhame  of  this  country  from  reaching  the  nations  on  the 
continent ;  he  wifhed  that  the  deflru&ion  of  this  govern* 
merit  could  be  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  dependen- 
cies of  this  country,  or  rather  he  wiihed  that  the  Confti- 
tution  were  fecured,  and  that  every  thing  were  rcftored  to 
peace  and  quiet  at  home,  when  there  was  fo  much  occafion 
for  vigorous  meafures  in  the  cabinet.  It  might  be  for  the 
Committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufe,  why  an  Adminiftra- 
tion was  found  to  (land  in  this  country,  in  open  defiance 
of  the  fenfie  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  England : 
however,  he  was  willing  to  give  his  Majefty's  Minifttrs 
time  to  rcfleft  and  coolly  to  confider  the  fituation  in  which 
they  flood  — „thcy  might  refleft,  that  remaining  in  office 

under 
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u!  der  fuch  circumftanccs,  mult  be  produ&ive  of  the  moft 
fenous  coniequences,  not  pehaps  to  themfelves*  but  to 
tlueir  country.  It  feemed  at  prefent  to  be  a  conteft  be*, 
tween  privilege  and  prerogative,  or  rather  between  prei  0* 
gativc  and  the  Conititution— -the*  queftion,  was  in  fa£t, 
whether  a  fecret  and  unconftitutional  influence  ihould  fo 
far  pievail  in  this  country,  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  in 
office  a  fet  of  men  in  whom  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
declared  they  cannot  repofe  a  confidence.     Thefe  mtn  * 

ihould  reflect  that  a  more  dangerous  conteft  could  not 
poffibly  be  introduced ;  that  fuch  a  conteft  never  exifted  in 
tbiscountry,  without  proving  injurious  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  and   the  liberties  of  rfid.  people —  They 
ihould  reflect  ferioufly  upon  this,  and  coftfider  how  unlike 
lovers  of  their  country  they  muft  be,  to  render  themfelve* 
inftrumental  in  bringing  on  a  conteft,   from  which  the 
moft  melancholy  confequences  might  naturally  be  exp£&e<£ 
in  order,  therefore,  to  give  them  time  to  enter  into  a  feri* 
oils  consideration  of  the  bufinefs,  he  was  willing  to  adjourn 
the  farther  fitting  of  the  Committee  bf  the  ftate  of  the  nai- 
•ti&n  tti  Monday  next ;  and  he  hoped  that  by  that  time  thef 
Would  be  able  to  give  fuch  advice  to  his  Majefty,  as  ihould 
•appear  to  them  fuited  to  the  prefent  fituation  ot  affairs.   A* 
•to  the  Idea  of  an  union  with  thofe  whom  he  was  now  op*    , 
poling^  all  he  would  fay  was,  that  he  was  not  an  enemy  to 
any  individual  5  but  gentlemen  ihould  confider  how  far  it 
was  |>radicable  to  efffeft  it  corififtent  with  principles  that 
appeared  aim  Aft  irreconcileable. 

% '  Mr*  Rolle  rofe  to  explain,  he  faid  that  he  "had  nbt  afferted  Mr,  Rdk, 
that  a  negotiation  for  an  union  was  on  foot,  but  that  re- 
port faid  fo,  and  he  trufted  there  was  good  ground  foV 
iuch  a  report;  as  it  was  from  an  unibn  ot  the  abilities  of 
both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  that  this  country  could  alone  ex> 
peft  to  be  faved. 

Mr.  Drake  rofe  to  return  his  fincere  thanks  to  the  right  Mr.  Drake. 
honourable  gentleman  for  putting  off  the  fitting  of  the 
Committee  of  the  ftate  bf  the  ilation  to  Monday  next;  he 
rejoiced  at  this  cefiation  of  hoftilities,  which  he  hailed 
"as  the  forerunner  of  a  general  pacification.  From  the 
union  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
but  one,  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  his  Majefty*s  affairs,  the  mod  happy  prefages  of 
glory  and  bappinefs  to  this  country  might  be  drawn,  Bc- 
fpre  he  Ihould  fit  down  he  faid  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  return 
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hit  fincere  thanks  alfo  to  the  right  honourable  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  for  hi$  noble  and  difinterefted  con- 
dujSk,  in  giving  away  a  place  of  gteat  emolument,  in  fach  a 
manner  as  to  prove  a  reKef  to  the  public,  and  eftaUifli  -his 
own  chara&er  for  purity  end  trifintereftednefs.     His  condoft 
en  that  occafion  was  great,  was  noble,  was  patriotic  and 
unparaUelled. 
Mr.  Grof-       Mr.  Gro/ventr  rejoiced  in  the  happy  profpeft  of  returning 
ycD*'        harmony  in  Government ;  he  had,  on  a  former  day,  feen  the 
•    feeds  of  a  difpofition  for  a  reconciliation  *>n  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe  (the  Mioifiers)  \  and  it  gave  him  unfpeakable  fotis- 
,  fiwftion  to  find  that  there  were  feeds  of  a  {bailor  difpofitkm 
on  the  other*   .  A  foippy  union  of  both  was  an  event  moft 
devoutly  to  be  w.i&adr  for;  and  he  Pegged  that  the  inde- 
pendent country  gentlemen  .would  route  up  another  to  x*» 
commend  this  union;  a  few  {hart  fentences  from  dm 
would  be  more  efie&ual  than  thefoqgeftand  moft  in^niou* 
and  flowery  fpeeches  of  others.    It  gave  him  particular  (a- 
ttsfa&ion  to  find  that  this  difpofition  to  harmony  had  mani- 
fofted  itfelf,  after  he  had,  a  fpw  days.agQt  ventured  to  recom- 
tnend  a  general  coalition  of  all  the  great  men  of  aU  parties; 
if  what  he  had  then  thrown  out  {liquid: produce  the  defiled 
efleft,  then  might  he  fit  dowp  with  hpart-felt  fiuisia&joa, 
and  fay,  with  truth,  that  "  he  had  done  the  fiate  fome 
forvice." 
Lord  Fred.      Lord  Frederick  Campbell  exjprefled  his-fatisfa&opat^etiqg 
CampbdL   ^he  happy  omen  of  approaching  concord..  .He  was  .glad  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  contented  to  put  off*  the 
-  fitting  of  the  Committee  for  a  week;,  but  he  would -have 
been  llill. more  pleafed,  if  he  had  fUt  it  off  to  a  ftjll  more 
Jiftant  day  than  Monday  next ;  for  as  the  Houfe  would  na- 
turally expeA  to  go  through  the  India  bill,  before  the  Com- 
mittee fliauld  fit  again,  they,  would  find  it  iqipeffiblc,  as  the 
bill  was  not  to  "be  read  a  fecond  time  till  Friday,  if  the.Com- 
.   raitr^e  was  to  fit  on  the  Succeeding  Monday,    He  was -not 
without  hopes  that  every  thing  might  Ai\l  be  accommodated 
to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  all  parties,  in  the  prefent  flcugjjle  for 
.power.     However,  'though  he  was  defirous  that  the  Com- 
mittee fliould  not  fit  till  a  more  distant  day,  he  by  no  mpans 
defired  that.it  (hould  not*  fit  any  more.    He  had  already 
voted  for  that  Committee,  and  he  would  not  confettt  that  it 
Jhould  be  finally  clofed,  till  the  Houfe  (hould  lie  fatisfied 
'that  the  Confiitution  had  nothing  to  fear  from  an  abofe  of 
the  Royal  Prerogative;  if  the  contrary  ftoujd  be  the  cafe, 
then  he  would  go  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
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fupport  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  deemed  neceflary  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Conftitution  ;  but,  for  the  prefent,  he  wifbed 
not  to  proceed  with  haftinefs.     The  confequence  might  be9 
that  this  Houfe  might  poffibly  be  involved  in  a  conteft  with 
the  other,  which  every  man  would  wifh  to  prevent ;  and, 
indeed,  he  was  apprehenfive,  from  what  he  had  heard  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fay  foon  after  his  bill  had  been 
rejedted  by  the  Lords,  that  he  would  bring  it  in  again  pre* 
cifely  in  the  fame  form,  or  as  nearly  fo  as  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe  would  admit.     This,  he  confefled,  had  alarmed  him ; 
and  though  he  had  voted  for  that  bill,  though  he  dill  enter- 
tained an  opinion  relative  to  it,  from  which  he  would  not 
recede,  ftill  he  trembled  when  he  heard  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  make  that  declaration,    becaufe  he  apprehended 
that  perfevering  in  the  resolution  to  carry  the  bill  through, 
would  create  a  quarrel  or  breach  between  the  two  Houies. 
However,  he  had  been  relieved  from  his  apprehenfions  on 
this  head,  by  what  that*  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid 
on  Friday  laft,  that  he  would  not  obftinately  defend  every 
part  of -his  bill,  and  that  provided  the  main  points  of  making 
the  Commiffioners  irremoveable  for  a  given  number  of  years, 
and  making  their  control  abfolute  over  the  fervants  of  the 
Company  in  India,  were  given  up  to  him,  he  would  not  vpini- 
a/r*  the  other  regulations.     The  principle  of* the  bill  was 
unqueftionably  good;  but  there  were  parts  of  the  bill  liable 
to  objection,  and  he  rejoiced  at  finding  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  a  difpofition  to  give  them  up  if  he  fhould  find 
that  they  were  not  generally  relifhed.     The  bufinefs  of  India 
required  immediate  confideration,  and  he  fhould  be  happy  if 
the  bill  brought  in  a  few  days  ago  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  his  Majelty's  affairs,  fhould  be 
confidered  on  its  own  merits,  independent  of  and  unmixed 
with,  any  political  topic,  except  what  fhould  be  found  to 
arife  from  the  bill  itfelf. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  noble  Lord.  He  faid,  that  he  was  Mr.  Fox. 
in  hopes  the  fitting  of  the  Committee  would  not  be  found 
to  interfere  in  any  refpe£fc  with  the  confideration  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  bill,  for  he  trofted  that  the  Houfe 
would  throw  it  out  on  the  fecond  reading  on  the  Friday  ;  Co 
that  there  would  not  be  any  ground  for  obje&ing  to  the 
fitting  of  the  Committee,  as  interfering  with  the  difcuffiou 
of  the  bill.  For  his  part,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  con- 
fider  the  bill  on  its  bottom,  without  adverting  to  any  colla- 
teral circumftance  that  might  have  attended  its  introdudion 
into  that  Houfe ;  but  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  the 
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Houfe  would  follow  hrs  example  in  that  refpe& ;  it  was 
bordering  upon  an  impofiibility,  that  in  the  digreflion  of  the 
bill,  theie  circumftances  fhould  not  be  adverted  toby  gen- 
tlemen in  the  courfe  of  the  debate;  and,  therefore,  it  the 
bill  could  not  be  JifcuiTed  without  any  reference  to  -them,  it 
was  not  his  fault,  bqt  the  fault  of  thofe,  who  had,  iby  their 
mifcondudfc,  rendered  fuch  a  proceeding  unavoidable  The 
noble  Lord  had  called  this  a  ftruggle  for  power ;  but  he 
would  beg  leave  to  affure  the  noble  Lord,  that  if  this  expref- 
fion  meant  a  ftruggle  for  perfonal  power  in  him  and  his  noble 
friend,  there  was  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  it.  The 
ftruggle  was  in  fa£k  between  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
over  the  way  (Mr.  Pitt)  and  the  Conflitutiqn ;  and  if  in  fuch 
?  ftruggle,  ne  (Mr.  Fo*)  and  thofe  who  aded  with  biro, 
were  to  remain  neuter,  it  might  be  truly  (aid,  that  they  bad 
abandoned  the  Constitution.  As  far  as  he  himfelf  feemed  to 
be  ftruggling  for  perfonal  power,  he  difclaimed  tjie  imputa- 
tion in  the  moft  folemn  manner ;  and  he  would  venture  to  go 
as  far  in  disclaiming  it  in  the  ftame  of  his  pqble  friend.  (Lord 
North)  whom  he  did  not  then  fee  in  the  Houfe ;  and,  it  was 
but  juftice  to  fay  of  that  noble  Lord,  that  of  all  the  chaises 
brought  againft  him  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
that  of  ftruggling  for  perfonal  power  was  never  fo  much  as 
thought  of;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  -dqefcrelf  ami 
his  fubfequent  qonduft  proved  the  ftneerity  of  fyis  declara- 
,  lions,  that  he  looked  to  the  confidence  of  Parliament  for  the 
fupport  of  his  Adminiflration ;  and  when  a  refotattoo  was 

Jtropofed  to  that  Houfe  to  declare  the  Common?  would  do 
onger  fonfide  in  him,  his  noble  friend,  true  to  hi?  tepeafted 
and  invariable  declarations,  thought  proper  to  ietifit,  tboveh 
he  was  not  fo  deferted,  but  he  was  able  to  negative  that  refo- 
lution  by  a  majority  of  nine  on  a  division.  Why  then  was 
rthe  noble  Lord  become  difagreeable  to  the  fefpet  advtfeft  of 
the  Crown  ?  Not  furely  becaufe  he  had  carried  on  the'Atoe* 
xicao/war,  which  was  fo  agreeable  to  their  wi&ef,  but  he- 
caufe  he  refufed  to  carry  it  on  after  he  found  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  refolved  it  fhould  be  given  i^p.  Hi*.  neWe 
friend,  like  a  man  who  rightly  underload  the  ConJftituxioa  cf 
his  country,  knew  that  when  the  Commons  and  the  execu- 
tive power  were  at  variance,  no  Minifter  could  or  otght  te 
Hand ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  no  MigiAer  ootMd  ftaod, 
'who  bad  not  the  fupport  and  co&ftdence  of  the  Houfe  of 
.Commons.  With  this  principle  rooted  in  bis  muld.  Us 
noble  friend  gave  up  the  helm  of  the  State,  becaufe  he  knew 
lie  ought  not  to  hoty  it  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  representative* 
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of  the  people.  Here  was  the  great  caufe  which  rendered  his 
noble  friend  fo  difagreeable  to  the  fecret  advifers  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  not  becaufe  his  noble  friend  had  not  fup- 
ported  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  but  becaufe  he  refufed  to, 
be  the  tool  of  thefe  advifers  in  fupporting  that  influence, 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  Commons  of  England.  His  noble 
friend  fubmitted  to  the  fenfe  of  that  Houfe,  and  refufed  to 
puih  that  influence  as  far  as  perhaps  he  might  have  had 
means  to  do  it,  if  he  had  paid  lefs  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  what  his  noble  friend  bad 
nobly,  and  like  a  lover  of  this  Conftitutictn,  refufed  to  do, 
his  Majefty's  prefent  Miniflers  had  been  brought  in  toexe-j 
cute;  they  came  in,  therefore,  the  avowed  champions  of 
the  influence  of  prerogative,  under  the  aufpices  of  (ecret  in- 
fluence. They  were  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  of  (hewing 
how  far  the  prerogative  was  able  to  fupport  a  Minifter,  and 
enable  him  to  look  down  upon  the  refolutions  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England.  That  Houfe  had  formerly  been  accufed 
of  being  too  intimately  connected  with  the  Crown ;  but  that 
happy  connection,  which  had  produced  harmony,  and  raifed 
this  country  from  the  period  of  the  Revolution  down  to  this 
day,  to  an  envied  pitch  of  opulence  and  power,  was  now 
diublved,  and  thofe  fatal  times  antecedent  to  the  Revolution 
were  revived,  in  which  the  Miniflers  of  the  Crown  were  in- 
variably at  war  with  the  Commons.  The  prefent,  he  faid, 
was  an  sera  in  this  Conflitution,  and  the  man  who  could 
fland  an  idle  fpe&ator  of  the  events  of  the  laft  three  weeks, 
could  not  be  a  friend  to  his  country.  To  ftruggle,  there- 
fore, at  prefent,  was  not  to  flruggle  for  power  but  for 
liberty.  He  was  fure  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  that 
Houfe  who  would  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  fay,  and 
much  lefs  believe,  tnat  if  the  noble  ftand  which  had  pro-  , 
duced  the  various  refolutions  that  had  palled  within  thefe' » 
three  weeks  had  not  been  made,  there  would  have  been  at 
this  day  in  this  country,  any  thing  more  of  liberty  than  the 
ihadow  ;  the  fubftance  would  have  been  borne  down  by  the 
influence  of  the, Crown.  The  noble  Lord  and  feveral  other 
refpe&able  gentlemen  had  recommended  union  to  both  fides 
of  the  Houfe.  It  was  much  eafier  to  recommend  thin  to 
efieft  it ;  and  he  begged  gentlemen  would  not  fufier  them- 
felves  to  be  hurried  away  by  too  fangu'me  hopes,  that  fuch 
an  union  could  be  as  eafily  effe&ed  as  it  could  be  wifhed 
for..  For  his  part,  he  had  no  obje&ion  to  an  union  ;  but  in 
order  that  it  might  be  of  advantage  to  the  public,  it  ought 
to  be  founded  in .  principle ;  and  how  far  this  could  be  done  • 
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in  the  prefent  moment,  he  would  leave  it  ^o  the  Houfe  to  de- 
termine. Some  men  are  brought  into  power  by  means 
which  by  others  are  declared  to  be  ahfolutely  unconilitu- 
tional ;  nay,  ahfolutely  furverfive  of  the  Conftitution.  The 
parties  ace u fed  defend  thefe  means ;  how,  therefore,  can 
thefe  two  parties  ever  agree  in  meafures  when  they  difagree 
in  principles,  with  refpedr.  to  the  very  foundation  on  which 
a  Miniflry  ought  to  ftand.  One  fet  of  men  think  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  not  to  guide  the 
Sovereign  in  the  choice  of  Minifters  who  may  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people ;  while  the  other  fet  of  men  think  that 
no  Miniftry  can  or  ought  to  ftand,  hut  on  the  confidence 
and  fupport  ,of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  one  party 
Jfands  upon  prerogative,  the  other  upon  refponfibility  and 
the  Conftitution.  How,  therefore,  could  thefe  parties 
cojlefce?  Union  might  live  upon  their  tongues,  but  not  in 
their  hearts ;  mid  he  hegged  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  fo 
laudably  endeavoured  to  bring  about  an  union,  would  not 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  hurried  away  with  an  idea,  that  it 
was  eafily  to  be  produced.  To  all  appearance  indeed  union 
might  exift ;  but  in  fad,  difunion  and  diftra&ion  would 
alone  be  found  in  council,  if  the  different  parties,  however 
they  might  differ  on  particular  points,  did  not  all  ftand  upon 
pne  great  and  broad  principle.  He  had  already  experienced 
this  misfortune  in  one  of  the  two  governments  in  which  he 
had  borne  a  part,  where  every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of 
union  and  harmony,  when  in  reality  nothing  but  difcord  and 
divifion  prevailed  in  the  Cabinet.  He  had  rather  therefore, 
if  an  union  upon  principle  could  hot  be  expedted,  that  no 
union  at  all  fhould  take  place ;  he  had  rather  differ  in  that 
Houfe,  where  he  could  affign  hjs  reafons  for  his  differing, 
and  where  the  Hbufes  could  decide,  tqanr  in  a  place  where 
the  parties  differing  were  ultimately  to  decide;  and  the 
nature  of  which  was,  that  a  man  Could  not  relate  thecaufes 
of  the  difference.  An  union,  not  founded  upon  principle, 
would  be  fallacious,  ajid  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the 
country  than  the  divifions  '  which  at  that  time  prevailed 
within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe.  Gentlemen  wifhed  the 
India  bill  might  be  cqnfidered  upon  its  pwn  merits,  and 
that  concefllons  might  be  made  on  both  fifJes ;  for  his  part 
he  was  ready  to  do  it ;  in  his  opinion  it  carried  in  itfelf  in- 
ternal evidence  of  its  inadequacy  to  the  end  for  which  it  was 
-  propofed.  The  principal  thing  which  feemed  to  recommend 
it  to  the  Houfe  was,  that  it  was  founded  on  propofitions 
made  by  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  itfelf.    But  he  would  Ihew 
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that  there  was  not  near  fo  much  in  the  boafled  confcnt  of 
the  Company,  as  gentlemen  might  he  led  to  imagine,  which 
'  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  prove  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  bill 
fhould  come  before  them.  As  to  conceflions,  he  did  not 
know  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way, 
could  make  any,  without  falling  into  that  very  error  or 
crime,  which  hud  been  made  fuch  a  ground  of  attack  upon 
his  bill,  namely,  the  a&ing  without  the  confent,  or  againlt 
the  will  of  the  parties  concerned.  For  as  the  bill  is  built  orr 
certain  fpecific  propofitions,  to  which  the  Company  wera 
fuppofed  to  have  given  their  confent,  if  any  alteration  was 
made  m  the  bill,  which  would  make  it  differ  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  thefe  refolutions,  it  could  no  longer  lie  faid  to  come 
recommended  by  the  confent  of  the  Companv.  For  thefe 
different  reafons  he  had  very  little  hopes  of  feeing  fuch  an 
union  effected,  as  would  prove  a  bl effing  to  the  country. 

The  Chance  lor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  wifhed  to  fee  the 'The  Chin- 
fitting  of  the  Committee  deferred  for  fome  time,  though  he  «d,oroftbe 
entertained  not  a  defire  to  get  rid  of  it ;  he  was  by  no  means  IC  e*uec* 
averfe  to  the  union  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  properly  recom- 
mended by  the  refpeflable  and  independent  country  gentle-  ' 
men,  from  whom  the  recommendation  had  come ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  agreed  perfectly  with  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  an  union  not  founded  on  principle,  and 
which  would  produce  difunion  where  it  would  be  more  dan-' 
gerous  than  in  this  Houfe,  would  be  a  fallacious  union,  and 
fuch  as  no  lover  of  his  country  ever  could  wifli  to  fee.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he,  in  common 
with  his  Majefty's  other  Minifters,  held  their  places  in  de- 
fiance of  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe:  in  anfwer  to  this 
charge,  he  would' fay,  that  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  his  duty 
to  the  public' could  keep  him  in  office,— and  when  in  the 
Committee  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  this  bufinefs  fhould 
come  to  lie  agitated,  he  would  ftate  the  motives  which  kept 
him  in  office,  and  which  he  trufted  would  be  found  juft  and 
reafonahle  by  the  Committee ;  for  the  prefent  he  wpjild  only 
fay,  that  he  thought  he  could  not,  at  this  moment,  go  out 
of  office  with  as  much  honour  as  had  attended  his  going  into 
it.  He  had  alfo  been  accufed  of  {landing  for  fupport  on 
fee  ret  influence;  but  this  was  an  afTertiqu  which  he  defied 
anv  man  to  eftablifh  by  proof.  [Here  was  a  loud  laugh,  oc- 
casioned by  the  challenge  to  produce  prpof  of  a  thing  done 
in  fecretj..  With  refpedt  to  this  fecret  influence  and  iecret 
advliers,  he  would  afllire  the  Houfe,  that  as  long  as' he  fhould 
bear  a  part  in  his  Majefty's  Councils,  he  would  never  fuffer 
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ftiuifelf  to  be  Influenced  by  any  fecret  influence*  or  fecret 
advifecs,.  if  any  fuch  there  were. 
Mr.  Mar-       Mr.  Mar/ham  recommended  union  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
Aam*         and  he  exprefied  his  iatisfa&ion  at  finding  that  the  two  right 
honourable  gentlemen  were  fo  well  inclined  to  it ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  rejoiced  that  they  both  agreed  in  this  point, 
that  an  union,,  which  was  not  founded  in  principle,  would 
be  fallacious  and  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  the  public. 
Ltrd  Mait*      Lord  Mattland*  with  great  vehemence,  arraigned  the  Chan- 
""*•  cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  daring  to  declare,  that  he  would 

explain  his  motives  for  coming  into  office,  and  that  he  hoped 
they  would  be  found  juit  and  reafonaMe  by  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  and  die  Houfe  had  already  pronounced  judg- 
ment upon  the  queftion  of  hid  coming  into  office ;  and  he 
was  forry  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  memory  was 
fo  bajH,  that  he  ihould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  moving  that 
the  refolution  carried  on  Saturday  morning  laft,  fhould  be 
read.    The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly*     This  brought  up 
The  Chan-       The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  again,    who   faid,   the 
cellor  of  the  noble  Lord  had  mifunderftood  him  ;  what  he  had  faid  was 
Exchequer.  ^-^  that  hc  WOuld  ftate  his  motives  for  flaying  in  office 
after  fuch  a  refolution  had  been  carried,  and  not  his  reafoos 
for  coming  into  office. 
LordMait-       Lord  Mahland  replied,  that  the  refolution  was  retro- 
land,  fpe&ive  as  well  as  profpe&ive ;  for  while  it  told  him  that 
he  ought  not  to  remain  in  office ^  it  as  plainly  faid  that  his 
~    conduft  had  been  wrong  from  the  beginning,  and  that  he 
had  accepted  of  his  prefent  place   under  circumftances 
which,  conftitutionally  fpeakifig,  rendered  him  an  improper 
perfon  to  be  trufted  with  any  place. 
Sir  Thomas      S»r  Thomas  Egertort  rofe  to^obferve,  that  the  right  honour- 
£ genon.     able  gentleman,  who  began  the  debate,  had  charged  that 
fiide  of  the  Houfe  with  being  enemies  to  the  Confutation. 
This,  Sir  Thomas  faid>  he  deduced  from  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  aflertion,  that  the  queftion  was  be- 
tween the  Conftitution   and   the  fecret  advifers   of  the 
Crown ;  which  declaration  neceffarily  implied,  that  ail  who 
did  not  vote  with  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  were 
fupporters  of  the  fecret  advifers  of  the  Crown  againft  the 
Gonftituttort.     He  rofe  to  defend  himfclf  from  that  impu- 
tation.    Htrtrufted'he  had  as  zealous  a  regard  for  the  Con- 
ftitution as  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  he  fiipported 
the  prefent  Minifter,  becaufc  he  thought  he  deferred  fop- 
port;  he  took  that  opportunity  of  returning  him  thanks 

for 
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for  hi*  condu&,  and  affuring  him,  that  he  fliould  continue 
to  fupport  him  as  long  as  he  fliould  continue  to  merit  (up- 
port  in  the  fame  degree. 

Mr.  Mansfield  took  up  that  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  Mr.  Mans* 
the  Exchequer's  fpeech,  in  which  he  denied  his  having  fieW* 
any  connexion  with  fecret  influence  ;  this  Mr.  Mansfield 
anfwered  with  great  ability,  entering  into  a  hiftory  of  all 
the  circumftances  that  had  proved  the  exer'cife  of  fecret 
influence,  and  afking  what  occafion  had  any  one  Peer  to 
become  the  meflage-carrier  of  the  Ciown  to  the  left  of 
the  peerage,  but  tor  the  purpofe  of  deriving  an  undue  ad* 
vantage  from  fuch  an  exercife  of  undue  influchce  ?  After 
going  through  a  defcription  of  the  whole  tranfa&ion,  and 
tracing  its  confequences,  he  faid,  the  light  honourable 
gentleman  had  juft  as  much  analogy  to  feoiet  influence  as 
the  creature  bad  to  its  Creatdr.  That  he  came  into  office 
upon  that  influence,  and  upon  that  only  •,  that  no  other 
caufe  was  capable  of  being  adduced  as  the  ground  of  oven- 
throw  of  an  Admioiftration  compofed*  of  men  of  as  high 
integrity,  as  great  ability,,  and  as  fully  enjoying  the  con^ 
fidenee  of  the  people  and  their  refprefentatives,  as  any  Ad* 
miniftration  .that  ever  condu&od  the  government  of  the 
country*    . 

Mr.  Pmup  faid,  an  union  of  abilities  bad  been  called  Mr.  Powyt. 
for ;  be  rather  wHbcd  for  an  union  of  principle.  The  one 
might  produce  difcordant  councils  and  weak  saeafures, 
the  other  the  reverie. '  When  the  day  fboutd  come  for  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  ttate  his  reafons  for  con- 
tinuing in  office  notwithstanding  what  had  paflbd,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  he  would  do  fo  fdtisfa&oriiy  ;  and  that  dayf 
he  added,  mull  come  ;  be  trlifted  it  would  then  be  made 
appear,  that  both  the  right,  honourable  gentlemen  weft 
firm  to  one  principle,  viz*  a  delegation  of  fecrat  influence, 
and  a  determination  never  to  give  way  to  it.  Mr.  Powys 
added  fome  other  arguments,  all  tending  to  prove  that  he 
-was  not  more  a  friend  to  Mr.  Pitt,  than  a  real  lover. of  the 
Conflitution. 

Mr,  Frqftr  (aid,  he  rofe  to  urge  a  reafon  which  prefled  Mf.  Fnfcr. 
on  his  mind  for  wiihing  a  broad*bottomed  Adminiftration 
ill  the  prcfent  ertfis,  uniting  as  much  knowledge  as  pof- 
iible  of  foreign  and  ootnJneficial  aflarre,  as  of  eminent  abi- 
ikies  and  pDiwers'for>Ae  meridian  of  that  Houfe,  and  he 
begged  to  addrefs  it  to  ail  fides  and  to  all  parties,  and  it 
was  this :— That  the  property  of  this  country  being  vetted 
..  ia 
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in  three  or  fourfcore  great  families,  their  connexions  and 
friends,  alternately  one  party  made  war,  and  another 
pea^ce  *,  but  all  parties  laid  taxes  and  burthens  on  the  peo- 
ple ;  therefore  it  was  now  fequifite  to  unite  their  know- 
ledge, wifdom,  and  abilities;  for  the  Houfe  fhould  be 
united  for  the  public  good,  left  the  people  at  large,  in 
fdme  fatal  hour,  as  heretofore  in  Denmark,  and  lately  in 
Sweden,  fhould  incline  to  choofe  one,  inftead  of  many 
reprcfentatives. 
SirRich«rd  Sir  Richard  Hill  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable 
,l  *  gentleman  who  began  the  debate,  had  faid  a  great  deal 

about  the  late  Adminiftration's  having  been  turned  out  by 
the  fecret  influence  of  the  Crown.  He  defined  to  know 
what  the  Adminifttation  preceding  the  laft  had  been  turned 
out  for,  but  for  having  made  a  peace,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  declared  muft  be  made  at  any 
rate,  though  he  could  not  make  it  himfelf  ?  Sir  Richard 
faid'  farther,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  of 
late  pratfed  majorities  very  highly ;  this,  be-  obferved,  had 
not  been  his  pra&ice  formerly*.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  muft  either  be  right  or  wrong  in  his  newly- 
adopted  opinion  of  the  virtue  and  •  merit  of  majorities  ? 
If  he  was  wrong,  why  fo  much  boafting  of  glorious  majo- 
rities ?  If  he  was  right,  he  would  pleafe  to  remember  tnat 
majorities,,  by  the  fingle  monosyllable  yes,  had  condemned 
his  conduct  for  many  years  together.  But  that  was  not 
the  only  point  in  which 'the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  changed  his  opinion.  He  muft  give  him  leave  to  re- 
mind him,  that  on  the  divifion  upon  Sir  John  Rous'*  mo- 
tion, three  feffions  fince,  he  clapped  his  back  to  the  lobby 
door,  and  exclaimed,  No  Coalition !  yet  he  foon  after* 
wards  found  that  no  Coalition,  that  noTreafury  Bench  rand 
he  accommodated  himfelf  to  the  maxim  which  he  found 
beft  fuited  his  advancement.  Sir  Richard-  concluded  his 
fpeech  with  the  following  (lory: 

*f  There  were  two  neighbouring  farmers,  who,  for 
many  years,  had  borne  the  moil  cordial  enmity  to  each 
other*  So  great  was  ^  their  antipathy,  that  each  declared 
they  durft  not  truft  themfelves  in  a  room  with  the  other* 
At  laft,  however,  farmer  Whighpufc  fays  to  farmer  Tory- 
man,  '  Farmer,  what  are  you  and  I  about  ?  We  are  nei- 
ther of  us  likely  to  thrive^n  the  world  by  all  this  jangling 
and  fnarling.  I  have  a.  propofal  to  make  to  you,  by  which 
we  may  both  get  money,  apace,  and  provide  for  our  nu- 

N  merous 
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merous  and  clamorous  families.  We  have  both  of  us  a 
great  deal  of  dirty  work  to  do,  and  if  you  will  lend  me 
your  hbrfes  to  draw  me  through  the  mire,  I  will  lend  you 
mine,  fo  let  us  e'en  join  our  teams  together/ — *  Why, 
neighbour  Whighoufe,  I  like  your  propofal  very  well,' 
fays  farmer  Toryman,  '  but  I  fear  our  horfes  won't  draw 
well  together.  I  am  apt  to  fear  they  will  find  the  chains 
rather  galling,  and  that  they  will  kick,  and  wince,  and 
(tart,  and  run  reftive** 

*  Never  fear  that,  Mr.  Toryman,'  fays  Mr.  Whighoufe, 
*  we  mult  pat  'em  and  coax  'em,  and  feed  'em  with  gdud 
hay  and  corn,  and  give  fome  of  them  fine  trappings,  and 
then  never  fear  but  we  make  them  fo  tradable,  that  we 
may  ride  'em  ourfelves  with  eafe,  though  to  be  fure  we 
are  neither  of  us  very  light  weights.' 

"  Now  all  former  animofities  were  to  be  forgotten, 
and  upon  every  occafion  they  called  one  another  my  good 
friend  Mr.  Whighoufe,  and  my  worthy  neighbour  Mr. 
Toryman.  This  to  be  fure  made  the  neighbours  laugh* 
But  matters  foon  took  a  ferious  turn ;  for  thefe  two  over- 
*  grown  farmers  began  to  encroach  upon  their  neighbours,  , 

to  break  down  their  fences,  and  were  proceeding  to  feize 
their  very  deeds  and  leafes,  when  a  worthy  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood,  finding  how  matters  were  going  on, 
went  and  informed  their  worthy  landlord  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, who  difmifled  them  from  their  farms,  in  order 
to  make  room  for  better  tenants." 

Sir  Richard  Hill  concluded  by  faying,  that  without 
doing  violence  to  the  moral  of  the  ftory,  he  would  fay  to 
Old  England, 

De  tffabula  narratun 

The  motion  for  adjourning  the  Committee  on  the  ftate 
of  the  nation  to  Monday  next  was  put  and  carried. 

A  few  words  after  this  pafled  between  Lord  Surry  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  relative  to  the  difpofai 
of  the  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  ef  Lancafter ; 
the  refult  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  would  not 
difpofc  of  it  contrary  to  the  wilhes  of  Parliament. 

*»■ 
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'January  23. 

An  uninterefting  converfation  occurred  on  tbe  charge 
brought  by  Mr.  .Yorke  refpe&ing  the  flory  of  Mt.  Ha- 
milton, ot  Bargany,  and  Mr.  Dalrymple.  Mr.  Chartcris 
explained  the  whole  into  a  laugh. 

25u«  p!£  Mr-  Cnanccllor  Pitt  moved,  that  his  India  bill  be  read 
a  fecond  time  and  committed.  The  motion  being  feconded, 
kr,  Pci,  Mr.  Fox  rofe  with  an  intention  to  enter  into  the  intrinsic 
merits  of  a  bill,  on  the  fate  of  which  depended  fo  many 
and  fuch  various  circumftances  of  magnitude  and  im- 
portance. He  wiihed  to  con  fid  er  them  difpaffionately, 
and  with  the  deference  and  candour  which  they  deferred. 
He  hoped  no  perfon  would  fufpeft  him  of  prejudice  on  a 
point  of  fo  much  intereft,  and  which  fo  materially  afre&ed 
the  political  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  the  profperity 
and  happinefs  of  fo  vaft  a  number  of  the  human  race. 
This  was  no  objeft  of  trivial  concern;  no  queftion  of 
light  difcuflion j  no  fubjeft  in  the  inveftigation  of  which 
the  fpirit  of  party  (hould  mingle  itfelf. 

Tne  evils  exifting  in  the  adminiftration  and  government 
of  India  might  be  digefted  under  diftinft  heads.  From 
the  reports  of  the  Secret  and  Sejeft  Committees  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Company's  fervants  abroad,  by  a  fecrct 
influence,  corrupted  and  abufed  to  their  purpofes  the  Pio- 
prietors  and  Directors  at  home.  It  was  no  lefs  evident 
that  there  was  no  energy,  or  at  lead  no  fufficient  vigour 
in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Company's  affairs  iu  this 
country.  And  it  was  equally  obvious,  that  there  were  no 
remedies  for  thofe  evils  of  various  descriptions,  which  were 
committed  by  the  fervants  of  tbe  Company  abroad.  Thefe, 
faid  he,  are  the  grand  and  leading  points  ot  confideration  in 
the  digeftion  of  a  fcheme  of  India  reform,  and  which  it 
was  my  objeft  to  corrcft  in  the  bill  which  I  formed  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  which  obtained  the  approbation  and  fan&ion 
of  the  Houfe.  Let  us  now  compare  the  bill  under  confi- 
deration in  its  various  tendencies  to  corre&  thefe  evils, 
and  in  its  different  relations  to  thefe  obje&s. 

The  bill  under  confideration  then,  by  continuing  tbe 
influence  and  power  of  the  Proprietors  and  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, by  rendering  the  latter  dependent  on  the  former,  even 
for  its  exiftence,  by  avowedly  leaving  as  much  as  poffiblc 
the  commerce  of  the  Company  to  its  own  fuperintendance, 
has  furely  in  it  no  tendency  to  eradicate  thefe  evils,  or  to 

emancipate 


A.  1784.  DEBATES.  £19 

emancipate  the  Company  from  that  flavifh  dependence  on 
its  fervants  abroad,  which  has  deprived  it  of  energy  and 
decifion,  and  rendered  it  the  proftituted  object  of  foreign 
cabal.  It  was  the  intention  of  my  bill  to  remedy  thefe 
encroachments,  of  fo  threatening  and  deftru&ive  a  nature, 
by  excluding  thtf  Proprietors,  as  far  as  was  confident  with 
neceffity,  from  a  participation  in  a  government,  in  the 
conduct  of  which  they  had  exhibited  fuch  a  proftitution  of 
fentiment,  and  fo  flrange  an  accommodation  of  mcafurcs, 
to  the  corrupt  influence  and  fecret  intrigues  of  their  fer- 
vants abroad.  This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bill  under  difcuIGon.  According  to  it,  matters 
are  ftill  allowed  to  move  on  in  their  former  track.  Direc- 
tors ntuft  {till  look  to  their  condiments,  and  proprietors 
may  ftill  be  decided,  not  by  motives  of  public  utiJ;*>\  not 
by  the  fentiments  of  cool  deliberation,  V.::'.  ';•;,  1"  uct 
influence  of  perfons  who  perhaps  gave  them  ca.i*.-::^c\ 

Did  not  daily  obfeivation  mi  •.       •  *.  nice  illuftrate  th- 
connection  between  reprefentativt.  aim  t  ,/•  titi*.*nt  bodies? 
No  where  is  this  dependence  more  eminently   l:    .nplified 
than  in  this  Houfe.     Here  all  of  us  look  to  out  cuv.-nrs. 
Here  all  of  us  wifh  to  accommodate  ourfeives  to  tlw:i  in- 
clinations, fo  far  as  is  agreeable  to  our  principles ;   and  in 
the   event  of  diflblution,  each  of  us  is  anxious  to  con- 
ciliate the   approbation,    friendfhip,    and   good   offices  of 
our  conftituents,  that   we  may  not  be  difmiffed.      This 
dependence  exhibits,  in  the  dronged  light,  the  extreme 
danger  of  continuing   the   commercial  concerns   of  the 
Company  in  the   hands  of  perfons  raifed  to  office,  and 
placed  under  the  abfolute  control  of  men  who  have  uni- 
formly been  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  their  fer«* 
vants  abroad.    Do  not  recent  facts  illuftrate  this  truth,  and 
evidently  deraonftrate  that  Directors  are  chofen  not  in 
virtue  of  their  merits,   but  agreeable  to  the  prepofleffions 
and  prejudices  of  the  proprietors  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  ex* 
patiate  on  the  circumftances  of  a  late  election,  or  to  deve- 
lope  the  various  caufes  which  have  raifed  an  honourable 
gentleman  (Commodore  Johnftone)  behind  me,  and  others, 
to  the  office  they  now  hold  in  the  Court  of  Directors.     It 
is  fufficient   for  me  to  cbferve,  that  in  determining  the 
judgment  of  the  populace  in  fuch  cafes,  merit  is  not  al 
ways  the  criterion  of  decifion  ;  but  that  in  proportion  as  a 
fervant  has  acted  wrong,  in  proportion  as  he  has. forfeited 
the  favour  of  the  Company,  he  has,*  in  the  fame  propor- 

4K2  won, 
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tion,  recommended  himfelf  to  their  patronage  and  regard. 
Here  then  is  a  dcfeft  of  fyftern,  a  corruption  in  govern- 
ment, a  proteftion  of  delinquency,  which  loudly  calls  for 
correttion  and  remedy.  On  the  prefent  fcheme,  however, 
are  not  thefe  evils  rather  heightened  than  deftroyed  ? 

Another  obje&ion  to  the  bill,  in  my  opinion,  is,  that  it 
enfures  no  effective  mode  6f  obedience.  It  enacts  an  ap- 
pointment of  officers  by  one  body,  and  vefts  their  recall  in 
another.  How  could  fuch  a,fyftcm  be  rendered  either  exe- 
cutive or  effcftual  ?  According  to  every  idea  of  jurifpru- 
dence  I  have  formed,  the  executive  authority  in  every  well- 
regulated  government  ought  to  be  placed  in  a  fmall  body. 
This  was  the  conftant  theme  of  thofe  who  declaimed  on 
the  advantages  of  monarchical  government,  and  their  rea- 
fonings  ought  certainly  to  be  admitted  in  as  far  as  they 
were  agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  freedom.  Here  were, 
however,  two  diftinct  bodies  5  a  Codrt  of  Directors  and 
Superintendants,  conftituted  on  different  principles,  who 
xnight  be  actuated  by  various  motives,  who  might  occa- 
fionally  be  influenced  by  oppofite  interefts ;  and  yet,  into 
the  hands  of  thefe  two  bodies  is  to  be  committed  the  exe- 
cutive power  of  adminiftering  the  affairs  of  die  India  Com- 
pany. The  one  is  to  have  the  authority  to  appoint ;  it  is 
the  privilege  of  the  other  to  recall.  Iti  fo  divided  a  go- 
vernment, where  can  there  exift  either  energy  or  execu- 
tion ?  Founded  in  principles  fo  heterogeneous,  mud  it 
not  be  the  conftant  victim  of  internal  diftraftion  ? 

But  fuppoiing  there  (hould  be  a  cordial  agreement  efta- 
blifhed  between  thefe  two  executive  bodies,  though  there 
{hould  even  exift  a  danger  of  fuch  an  union  amongft  them, 
how  dreadful  muft  their  combination  be  to  this  country? 
By  whom  is  the  Board  of  Superintendance  to  be  appointed? 
Is  it  not  by  his  Majefty  ?  Is  it*  not  to  be  under  his  con- 
trol ?  In  how  dreadful  a  point  of  view,  then,  muft  the 
very  fuppofition  of  an  agreement  between  this  Board  and 
the  Court  of  .Directors  ftrike  every  one  who  attends  to  it  ? 
Muft  not  the  exiftence  of  fuch  an  union  extend  the  influ- 
ence of  the  prerogative,  by  adding  to  it  the  patronage  of 
the  Company  ?  Is  it  not  giving  power  to  the  Sovereign  for 
the  ends  of  influence,  and  for  the  extenfion  of  that  lrftem 
of  corruption  which  had  been  fo  juftly  reprobated  r  How 
can  thofe,  then,  who  affeft  to  be  the  enemies  of  undue 
influence,  the  candidates  for  popular  diftinction,  and  the 
affe&ed  friends  of  freedom,  pretend  to  fupport  a  bill  fo 

I  dangerous 
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dangerous  in  its  tendencies,  and  fo  hoftile  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country?  Iii /whatever  point  of  view  then  I  confider 
the  nature  of  this  regulation,  I  mult  pronounce  it  to  be 
unwife  and  unfafe ;  for  no  truths  are  more  obvious  than 
thefe,  that  when  the  Courts  of  Superintendants  and  Direc- 
tors are  at  variance,  anarchy  will  be  the  effect:  \  when  on 
the  other  hand  they  are  agreed,  meafures  will  be  adopted 
tending  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  de- 
ftrudlive  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubject. 

Xo  prevent  thefe  evils,  and  to  guard  againft  fuch  fluc- 
tuation of  fyftem,  it  was  propofed  in  the  bill  which  re- 
ceived the  fanction  of  this  Houfe,  that  a  confiftent  and 
permanent  government  of  India  affairs  fbould  be  efta- 
blifhed  in  London.  On  this  plan,  officers  were,  not  to  be 
appointed  one  day,  and  recalled  another.  The  adminis- 
tration of  India  was  not  to  be  fubjected  to  change,  and 
become  a  fhuttlecock  of  government,  fimilar  to  that  which 
exifts  in  this  country:  for  what  has  been  the  fate  of  this 
diftra£Ved  kingdom  for  fotne  years  paft  ?  Look  at  the  re- 
volutions which  have  taken  place  within  this  period.  Con- 
fider how  Miniltry  has  fluctuated  through  various  fuccef- 
fions,  occafioned  by  different  caufes,  whether  of  national 
di fader,  or.  of  fecret  influence.  Look  how  many  changes 
there  have  been  brought  about  in  the  adminiftration  of 
Irelan  1,  and  in  the  men  appointed  in  the  conduct  of  it. 
Would  not  a  fyftem,  then,  conftituted  on  fimilar  principles, 
be  productive  of  fimilar  effects  ?  Would  not  the  appoint- 
ments of  men  vary  in  India  according  to  the  revolutions  of 
politics  in  this  country,  and  every  circumftance,  on  this 
principle  of  the  bill,  be  rendered  unftable  and  ineffectual  ? 
No  perfon  fetting  out  to  India  for  the  moil  benevolent  pur- 
pofes,  could  either  acconiplifh  his  wifhes,  or  fecure  his 
permanency  under  fo  precarious  a  regulation. 

But  this  bill  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  reftrain  any  of 
thofe  abufes  which  have  exifted  fo  long,  and  have  been  fo 
loudly  complained  of.  This  is  another  of  its  cardinal  de* 
fects.  In  fo  divided  a  fcheme  of  government,  where  the 
management  of  affairs  is  vetted  in  the  fame  hands  as  thofe 
to  whom  it  wris  formerly  committed,  how  can  fuch  an  ob- 
ject be  accomplifhed  ?  In  whom  did  the  refponfibility  of 
nomination  ie(t  ?  No  where.  His  Majefty  had  the  power 
of  .  appointing  toties  quoiies,  without  refponfibility.  In  fo  . 
ftrange  a  fyitem,    how  could  thofe  abufes  be  rectified, 

which 
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which  it  was  the  object  of  every  bill  on  this  fubjeft  to  re- 
medy ? 

The  bill  which  I  introduced  to  Parliament,  placed  the  re- 
fponfibility of  appointment  and  of  meafures  in  India  affairs 
in  this  Houfe — there  it  was  fafe  :  but  where  does  this  bill 
reft  it }  In  his  Majefty's  prerogative,  without  the  circura- 
ftances  of  refponfibility.  "  Does  not  fuch  a  meafure  give 
even  a  legal  extent,  without  control,  to  the  influence  of  tl>e 
Crown  ?  On  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  received  your 
fandlion,  every  thing  was  to  be  ca  rivalled  with  freedom  in 
this  Hpufe.  All  was  refponfibility,  opennefs,  and  fairnefs : 
but  on  the  prefent  fcheme  every  thing  is  dark  defign  and  fe- 
cret  influence.  Is  it  not  its  intention  to  ileal  the  patronage 
pf  the  Company  to  the  Crown  ? 

There  is  another  defe£t  which  rauft  flrike  every  one  who 
attends  to  the  nature  and  regulations  of  this  bill.  Here  it  Is 
expreffly  declared  that  the  civil  Governor  /hall  be  appointed 
by  the  Company,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  by  the 
Crown.  Could  any  regulation  be  more  effedhially  calculated 
to  eftablifli  an  impcrium  in  imperiOy  or  to  produce  divifion  and 
difcontent  ?  Is  it  not  the  principle  of  every  well-regulated  fo- 
ciety,  that  the  military  government  fliall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  civil  ?  But  how  can  fo  wife  a  regulation  have  its 
efledt  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  civil  Governor  is  created  by 
one  party  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  by  another?  Such  a 
regulation  was  almoft  too  weak  and  obvious  to  he  expofed. 

To  the  bill  which  I  propofed  to  the  Houfe  it  was  obje&ed, 
(that  it  had  a  tendency  to  give  exiftence  to  a  patronage,  and  to 
ere&  a  fourth  eftate,  fubverfive  of  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  to  whpfe  hands  this  patronage 
was  to  be  committed,  and  by  whom  it  was  to  be  exercifed— 
it  was  Parliament  —  it  was  this  Houfe.  The  prefent  bill  refts 
it  in  hands  appointed  by  the  Crown,  without  refponfibility, 
recallable  by  the  Crown  under  the  fame  circumftances,  and 
to  be  exercifed  by  the  Crown  for  the  corruption  of  this 
Houfe. 

An  honourable  member  (Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt)  has  aecufed 
me  of  being  poiTefled  of  a  towering  ambition  ;  I  think  bis  a 
fnbmiflive  one,  as  it  feems  to  lead  him  to  ereifc  a  fyftem  of 
mean  compliance  and  fecret  fubordi nation. 

Whether  I  therefore  view  the  prefent  bill  with  refpefl  to 
its  intrinfic  merits,  or  in  com  pari  Ton  with  the  other,  wbWh 
was  the  bill  of  this  Houfe,  I  can  neither  approve  of  its  prin- 
ciple nor  its  expediency.  It  was  the  obje&  of  that  bill  not  to 
ere&  a  government  at  Calcutta,  but  in  London  ;  not  to  give 
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exiftence  to  a  precarious,  changeable  mode  of  Adminiftra- 
tion,  but  to  eftablifli  one  (table  and  permanent ;  not  to  give 
an  improper  extenfion  to  the  prerogative  of  Majefty  ;  not  to 
enchant  this  Houfe  into  an  idea  of  its  merits  by  the  charm  of 
the  royal  name — but  to  fubje&  its  various  regulations  to  the 
infpedtion  of  Parliament — not  fcreen  culprits  from  judicial 
inflidtion,  but  bring  them -  to  merited  punifhment: —  fuch  ' 
were  the  principles,  the  circurnflances,  and  the  objedls  of 
that  bill  which  obtained  the  approbation  of  this  Houfe. 

But  though  this  bill  has  been  rejected,  other  expedients, 
perhaps,  lefe  exceptionable,  may  furely  be  devifed.  An  alloy 
of  jealoufy  refpedting  it,  it  has  been  alledged,  influenced  the 
fentiments  of  the  public.  1  like  and  approve  of  jealoufy  in 
every  point  of  political  concern,  and  in  all  points  of  new  re- 
gulation, which  may  affedt  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the 
nation.  But  though  jealoufies  have  exifted,  furely  proper  re- 
ftraints  may  be  impofed  on  thofe  circumitances  which  feemed 
more  efpecially  to  awaken  the  fufpicion  of  the  public. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  nomination  of  perfons  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  former  bill.  Their  charadter  and  abi- 
lities had  been  can va fled  with  much  freedom.  He  was,  how- 
ever, happy  to  fay,  that  they  were  all  of  them  perfons  of 
wifdom  and  integrity  equal  to  the  important  truft  repofed  in 
them.  The  noble  Earl  (Earl  Fitzwilliam)  on  whom  the  firft 
charge  was  to  devolve,  was  a  perfon  whofe  knowledge,  whofe 
abilities,  and  whofe  induftries  rendered  him  every  way  capa- 
ble for  fo  interesting  a  charge.  There  was  no  perion,  he 
was  fure,  who  had  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  and  who 
knew  his  merits,  but  who  would  admit  the  truth  of  the  af- 
fcrtion.  The  charadter  of  another  gentleman,  (Sir  Henry 
Fletcher)  who  was  to  have  been  connedled  with  the  noble 
Earl  in  office,  had  been  refledted  on  in  another  Houfe.  Af- 
perfion,  however,  if  unfupported  by  evidence,  is  the  worft 
fpecies  of  invedtive.  Enquiry,  I  know,  has  been  made  into 
the  foundation  of  thefe  reflections,  and  they  have  been  difco- 
vered  to  be  groundlefs.  In  this  fituation  then  it  furely  be- 
comes the  noble  Lord  who  threw  them  out,  to  difavow  them 
as  openly  as  he  uttered  them.  He  was  convinced  there  was 
no  perfon  among  the  feven  who  had  been  appointed  by  that 
Houfe,  whofe  charadler  and  abilities  were  objedtionable,  and 
with  refpedt  to  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  meet  enquiry. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  am  fully  decided  againft  the  principles 
and  political  regulations  of  the  prefent  bill.  It  tends  to  no 
reformation  at  home,  and  to  no  corredrion  of  abufe  abroad. 
It  tends  to  remedy  none  of  tbofe  evils  which  have  exiftell 

for 
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for  fo  long  a  period,  or  to  put  a  period  to  thofe  barbarities 
which  have  ftigrrutifed  and  rendered  infamous  the  character 
of  Britain,  and  the  annals  of  India.  If  adopted,  the  Com- 
pany may  fend  out  their  orders  to  their  fervants ;  they  may 
replenifh  their  letters  with  morals  and  ethics,  but  they  will 
»  be  liilened  to  with  indifference  and  difrefpeft.  If  adopted,  I 
do  not  hefitate  to  fay  that  India  is  gone,  is  irrecoverably  loll 
for  ever.  Gone  I  am  lorry  to  fay,  becaufe  [  am  aware,  that 
not  with  (landing  the  magnitude  of  this  truth,  notwithitand- 
ing  its  alarming  circumllances,  there  are  ft  ill  fome  in  this 
Houfe  who  will  give  it  their  concurrence  and  aflent. 

Mr.  Powyi,      Mr.  Powys  was  extremely  forry  that  fuch  high  language 
had  been  ufed  in  the  debate,  or  indeed  any  expreffion  or  allu- 
fion  which  might  in  the  fmalleft  degree  operate  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  a  general  and  fubftantial  union  of  all  parties.    He 
acknowledged  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  no 
great  object  of  his  admiration.     Objections  he  certainly  had 
to  both  meafures  which  had  been  propofed ;  and  thefe  he 
made  no  fcruple  on  any  occafion  of  avowing.     He  lamented 
the  blindnefs  or  (hallownefs  of  his  under/landing  ;  but  fuch 
*  as  it  did  not  difcover  any  very  extraordinary  impropriety  in 
the  prefent  meafure.     Radical  and  fubftantial  defects  there 
certainly  were  in  the  bill  of  to-night,  but  not  fuch  as  feemed 
to  him  incorrigible.     He   begged  of   gentlemen    that  they 
Would  not  bend  all  their  talents  in  fearch  of  points  of  mere 
excellence,  and  then  appear  hurt  from  every  chimerical  dif- 
appointment.     This  would  be  to  argue  a  matter  faftidioufly, 
but  which  certainly  on  many  accounts  was  well  entitled  to 
their  inveftigation.     It  conferred,  in  his  opinion,  no  dange- 
rous or  unconditional  influence  any  where.     The  Crown 
had  no  other  concern  in  the  matter  than  properly  belonged  to 
it,  and  was  its  legal  right.     He  proteded  that  did  he  appre- 
hend any  thing  of  this  fort  to  be  accumulated  or  grafped  by 
prerogative,  he  would  give  th^bill  his  hearty  negative.     He 
might  be  wrong :  and  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  would  rea- 
dily admit  that  he  was ;  and  yet  he  could  not  help  acknow- 
ledging that  the  other  bill,  which  had  preceded  the  prefent, 
filled  him  with  the  mod  unconquerable  jealoufies. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  every  thing  in 
its  favour  which  ingenuity,  which  eloquence,  which  genius 
could  fugged.     Still  the  creation  of  a  new  and  unprecedented 

1  power  was,  in  his  apprehenfion,  eflablifhed  by  that  meafure. 

This  it  was  which  {tumbled  him,  and  to  which  he  could  not, 
while  he  retained  his  convi£tiou,  implicitly  fubferibe.  An 
#bje&,  however,  dill  dearer  to  him  than  eyen  the  commit* 
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merit  of  this  bill,  prefled  flrongly  on  his  mind.  Why  could 
not  gentlemen  of  fuperior  talents  and  influence  in  the  Houfe 
and  country,  forego  their  differences  of  opinion,  and  cordially 
unite  for  the  falvatibn  of  the  empire  ?  This  was  with  him  the 
only  point  worthy  of  attention.  The  hazard  which  pended 
by  the  animofities  of  party  was  immenfe.  Every  principle 
of  public  fpirit  demanded  the  Sacrifice  of  little  private  and 
perfonal  animofities ;  and  he  trufted,  wliether  this  bill  palled 
into  the  Committee  or  was  r-ejefled,  its  fate,  whatever  that 
might  be,  would  one  way  or  other  terminate  the  animofities, 
the  warmth,  and  the  violence  which  but  too  evidently  fub- 
(ifted  in  both  fides  of  the  Houfe. 

The  right  honourable  Frederick  Montagu  began  with  faying  R'?ht  Hon- 
that  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  do  him  thejuftice  to  ac- FMonu«u- 
knowledge,  that  of  late  at  leaft  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  intruding  much  on  their  patience.  His  name  having  been 
inferted  in  the  bill  wfyichhad  beqn  brought  in  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Fox)  on  the  floor,  precluded  him  the 
freedom  which  lie  undoubtedly  Should  have  taken  of  other- 
wife  fpeaking  his  mind  on  the  meafure.  He  lamented  the 
•queilion  had  fo  unfortunately  been  made  a  perfonal  one. 

He  was  well  fatisfied  of  the  honour, the  integrity, the  worth 
of  the  feveral  eminent  and  refpeftable  members  of  the  com- 
munity, who  had  been  nominated  at  the  fame  time  with  him. 
He  knew  that  the  charadter  of  one  was  valuable  to  the  whole, 
and  that  there  was  not  an  individual  among  them  who  would 
have  a&ed  with  any  one,  on  whofe  reputation  the  leaft  fha- 
dow  of  an  obje&ion  refted.  He  therefore  reprobated  all  gene- 
ral and  indifcriminate  infinuations,  as  intended  only  to  give 
a  colouring  to  the  meafure,  by  endeavouring  to  fix  a  ftigma 
on  the  appointment :  but  that  unworthy  afperfion,  he  trufted, 
no  body  credited  ;  he  hoped  it  fufliciently  refuted  itielf,  and 
discovered  the  reafon  of  adopting  it.  He  was  aware  what  an 
immenfe  patronage  the  fyftem  of  Indian  management  exhi- 
bited to  thofe  who  Should  a&  in  that  high  capacity.  He 
could  anfwer  for  all  with  whom  he  had  been  named,  that  this 
vaft  and  houndlefs  power  was  the  ftrongeft  obje&ion  with  all^ 
of  them  in  undertaking  the  bufinefs.  And  he  would  take 
that  opportunity  of  requefting  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  the  event  of  bringing  forward  any  other  meafure, 
to  guard  this  circumftance  as  much  as  poflible,  and  render  the 
temptation  of  abufing  fo  important  a  truft  as  insignificant  as 
he  could. 

It  had  been  conceived  as  the  intention  of  the  Commiflioners 
formerly  appointed,  that  they  were  to  make  a  total  alteration 
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pr  revolution  in  the  whole  interior  fyftem  of  the  Company's 
operations,  both  at  home  and  abroad.;  but  this  he  could  af« 
fure  the  Houfe  was  perfe£Uy  the  reverie.     It  was  not  by  any 
means  the  defign  of  the  new  Directors  to  interfere  but  as  lit- 
tle as  they  could  with  the  appointments  of  their  predeccflbrs. 
He  adverted  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  chiefly 
condemned  it,  as  appointing  a  government  which  did  not 
ftrike  him  as  refponfible.     He  was  clearly  and  decidedly  of 
opinion  to  have,  that  great,  that  neceflary,  that  constitutional 
z  quality,  it  muft  be  at  home,  where  the  errors  to  which  it 
might  be  liable  were  capable  of  being  immediately  deteAed 
and  remedied.  This,  with  various  other  ftridlures  which  he 
made  on  different  parts  of  the  bill,  determined  him  to  vote 
againft  its  commitment. 
£ir  William      Sir  William  Dolben  faid,  he  only  rofe  to  regret  with  an 
DoJbcn.       honourable   gentleman   (Mr.    Powys)  that   any    asperities 
whatever  had  paifed  either  pn  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  or  the 
other,  as  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  union  of 
thofe  fplendid  and  extraordinary  abilities  fo  eminently  pof- 
fcffed  by  Miniftry  and  oppofition.     He  therefore  implored 
%he  two  right  honourable  gentlemen  whofo.  mcafures  were 
oppofed  to  each  other,  to  obferve  as  much  temper  and  mo- 
deration as  they  poflibly  could ;  for  every  harfh  expreffioa 
that  had  the  remoteft  tendency  to  widen  the  breach,  was  a 
material  injury  to  the  country.     This  he  prefumed  neither 
of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  could  mean  ;  but  it  was 
jicverthelefs  an  efFeft  unavoidable  from  fuch  irritable  Ian* 
guage  as  might  accidentally  occur  in  the  heat  of  debate ; 
and  all  he  meant  was^  to  caution  the  Houfe  againft  any 
thing  of  that  kind.  "  '      : 

He  admired,  and  the  public  admired,  both  the  very  able 
authors  of  the  refpe&ive  measures  concerning  India,  which 
had  fo  lately  obtained  a  difcufiion  in  the  Houfe.  He  only 
lamented  their  not  a&'og  together  on  one  and  the  fame 
fyftem.  He  then  addrefled  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  fepa- 
ratcly,  by  reminding  them  of  the  honour  they  feverally  de- 
rived from  their  noble  parentage.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
go  into  a  Committee,  becaufe  it  contained  a  great  many 
excellencies,  though  he  did  not  imagine  itsftrongeft  abettors 
would  hold  it  up  as  faultlefs.  This,  however,  he  beg- 
ged might  not  be  underftood  as  if  he  preferred  it  to  that 
which  preceded  it — a  meafure  of  which  he  fincerely  ap- 
proved, though  he  did  own  feveral  things  in  it  ftruck  him 
a6  capable  of  being  altered  for  the  better;  an  advantage 
'  which, 
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which  the  fubjeft  derived  in  a  great  degree  from  the  thorough 
difcuflion  it  underwent.  He  did  not  doubt  but  the  right 
honourable  author  of  it  would  avail  himfelf  of  the  lights 
which  had  been  thrown  upon  the  bill,  in  order,  fhould  it  be 
brought  once  more  forward,  under  whatever  fnape,  to  ren- 
der it  ftill  more  adequate  and  unexceptionable.  He  had 
only  rifen  to  exprefs  himfelf  (hortly  on  thefe  particulars^ 
and  after  giving  his  confcnt  for  committing  the  bill,  he 
would  fit  down,  and  make  room  for  much  ittort  able 
fpeakers. 

Mr.  Erjkine  faid,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Mr.Erikin* 
Powys)  had  convinced  him,  not  by  what  he  faid,  but  by 
what  he  did  not  fay,  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  altogether 
indefenfible.  For  that  honourable  gentleman's  fagacity  and 
penetration  he  had  fo  much  refpefr,  as  to  believe  in  his 
confeience  that,  had  the  ground  on  which  he  unfortunately 
took  his  ftand  been  untenable,  no  man  in  that  Houfe  was 
better  qualified  to  have  flood  and  defied  every  attack.  But 
after  he  had  come  forward  in  its  favour,  Without  producing 
one  fingle  argument,  what  were  gentlemen  left  to  think  of 
the  meafure,  but  that  it  was  a  weak,  an  unrcafonable,  and 
an  incompetent  one. 

The  influence  of  the  Crown  had  been  from  firft  to  laft 
effentially  warped  with  every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  This* 
however,  had  been  flatly  denied,  and  in  fuch  terms  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that,  but  for  a  qualification  of  his 
fentiments,  which  he  wifely  fubjoined,  he  (hould  have  been 
apt  to  have  yielded  to  his  bpinion.  He  declared  he  did  not 
fee  this  effect  as  following  from  the  prefent  meafure,  other* 
wife  he  would  not  wifli  it.  committed.  Mr.  Erikine  con- 
cluded with  this  declaration,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  be  gained  over, '  he  trufted,  to  his  fentiments,  as 
from  his  well-known  candour  he  did  not  even,  with  his  in- 
ferior abilities,  defpair  of  fatisfying  him  that  the  bill  of 
that  night  was  certainly  attended  with  this  capital  and  in- 
furmountable  defeat,  that  it  armed  the  Crown  with  addi- 
tional power,  without  ftipulating  any  refponfibility  what- 
ever. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  nomination  was  not  in  the 
Crown,  and  that  the  recall  was  not  attended  with  any  influ- 
ence. He  could  not  help  begging  the  Houfe's  attention  to 
this  circum (lance.  He  infilled  that  the  recall  was  confider- 
ably  more  operative  than  the  nomination.  For  what  did  it 
fignify  who  nominated,  while  there  was  the  power  of  recall 
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in  the  Crown  ?  What  principle  could  .dcftroy  the  cfFt&  of 
this  ?  Might  not  the  Miniftcr  for  the  time  being  find  a 
number  of  excufes  for  difappointing  the  wifhes  of  the  Di- 
rectors, and  counteracting  their  orders  ?  Did  we  not  fee  this 
capricious  power  exerted  every  day  in  every  fubordinate  de- 
partment of  State  r  And  why  would  not  the  fame  motives 
prevail  here  ?  The  fame  objefts  exiftedr  and  would  operate 
on  the  human  mind  in  every  given  cirfumftance*  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner. 

He  had  attended  with  mgch  anxiety  to  fee  what  argu- 
ments would  be  brought  forward  in  order  to  coot  raft  this 
with  the  bill  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  It  certaioiy 
could  bear  no  com  pari  fan  in-  point  of  influence.  He  could 
remember  well,  though  he  would  not  anfwer  for  the  word*, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  the  mo- 
ment the  former  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Houfe,  ob- 
jected to  it  with  much  warmth,  but  fingly  on  the  feore  of 
its  increafing  this  influence  of  the  Crow*.  No  other  ob- 
jection was  then  urged.  But  how  dfd  this  one  apply  ? 
Whatever  gave  influence  to  the  Minifter,  was  to  be  con- 
fide red  as  ftrengthening  that  of  his  mafte/.  But  this  ground 
could  not  long  be  fuftained.  His  learned  friend  on  hit  left 
band  whifpered  him  in  the  ear,,  that  he  had  always  been  the 
friend  of  prerogative.  He  was  therefore  bound  to  oppofe 
.the  mealure  on  another  ground.  He  consequently  agreed  to 
attack  it,  not  as  augmenting  the  power  of  the  Crown,  but 
as  taking  from  it,,  and  eftablifhing  a  power  for  the  Minif- 
ter independent  of  it.     Thus  a  com  pa  ft  was  formed,  bv 

ft 


which  the  fame  principle  (hould  be  Supported  by  the 
contradictory  argument. 

Such  a  colloquy,  he  fuppofed,  might  have  taken   place* 
The  effefts  were  at  kaft  the  fame,  whether  it  did  or  eot. 
But  this  (hewed  how  men  would  aft  who  were  determined 
to  fcout  meafures  right  or  wrong,  and,    gbided  by  idea* 
partial  and  unfounded,,  united  only  on  ground  hoftile  to 
others.     He  was  fatisficd  that  the  prefent  bill  was,  to  all 
intents   and  purpofes,  lefs  their  meafurt  than  the  one  to 
which  it  fucceeded  ;  and  that  if  they  would  lay  their  hands 
00  their  hearts,  they  mod  be  fatisfied  that  bo  other  meafure 
could  be  devifed  which  fo  happily  united  the  two  extremes 
of  a  permanent  and  refponfible  government  of  our  Afiatk: 
affairs.     It  was  pretended  that  this  was  not  the  bill  of  tlie 
Houfe,  but  his  right  honourable  friend's.    What !    Had  not 
the  Houfe  adopted  and  made  it  completely  and  fubftantiaily 
...  thcit 
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their  own  ?  The  meafure  only  originated  with  its  right  ho- 
nourable author,  but  Parliament  bad  embraced  it,  and 
ftamped  it  with  their  fanction.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
permit  even  his  right  honourable  friend  to  enjoy  an  honour 
which  more  properly  belonged  to  the  Houfe.  He  would 
therefore  bar  his  claim  to  the  exclufive  merit  of  that  glori- 
ous meafure,  and  boldly  put  in  for  a  lhare,  at  leaft  fo  far  at 
the  voice  of  fuch  an  insignificant  individual  as  he  confcf- 
fed  hinifelf  to  be,  might  arrogate  any  lhare  in  the  decifions 
of  that  Houfe.  He  confequentlv  hoped  no  man,  after  that, 
would  Hand  up  and  tear  this  darling  meafure  from  its  le- 
gitimate parent.  He  for  one  fhouid  always  give  it-  to  its 
proper  owner. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  go  over  the  feveral  objection- 
able particulars  which  the  principle  of  the  present  bill 
prefented  to  his  imagination,  otherwife  it  would  have  been 
no  difficult  talk  to  exhibit  fuch  a  monftrotis  production  as 
he  trufted  never  did  difgrace,  and  never  would,  the  ftatute 
books  of  this  realm.  Did  it  not  leave  all  the  defects  of 
that  enormous  fyftem  of  corruption  which  traduced  fo 
foully  the  Britifli  character  in  India,  as  ftrong,  as  preva- 
lent and  as>  effective  as  ever  ?  In  what  did  it  correct  the 
powers  of  the  Directors,  Proprietors,  or  (Servants  ?  In  no- 
thing. In  his  mind  it  rather  ftrengthencd  and  augmented 
every  worthlefs  and  nefarious  principle  under  which  they 
had  hitherto  acted. 

How  did  this  bill  difpofe  of  that  immenfe  and  growing 
patronage  which  the  affairs  of  India  veiled  in  its  govern- 
ment i  Did  it  confer  thefe  or  any  part  of  them  on  Parlia- 
ment, or  thofe  nominated  by  Parliament  ?  No;  the  whole 
of  them  refted  with  that  mod  efficacious  control,  which 
by  a  rooft  extraordinary  device  was  lodged  in  the  fervanta 
of  the  Crown.  And  as  it  was  intended  to  operate,  would 
it  not  have  a  moft  unhappy  and  alarming  influence  on  the  . 
Commons,  the  Nobility,  the  great  and  the  fmall  of  every 
denomination  in  this  country?  It  opened  a  door  of  expec^ 
tation  and  dependence  to  all  ranks,  and  would  undoubtedly 
tend  to  draw  their  attentions  and  affiduities  moft,  where 
thofe  had  the  greateft  chance  of  being  gratified.  Nor  did 
it  much  alter  the  cafe,  that  the  Company's  fervants  had 
ftili  fo  much  in  their  power.  The  more  favours  they  could 
beftow,  the  more  fafe  would  they  always  find  their  fitua- 
tion,  This  wa*  the  banc  and  radical  defect  in  the  old  fyfc 
tem,  that  this  advantage  the  Company's  fervanta   had 

^  always 
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always  poflefled  and  always  turned  againft  the  Company 
in  their  own  favour.  For  the  moment  any  umbrage  had 
been  entertained  concerning  them  by  their  nominal  mat- 
ters in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  cabals  were  inftantly  formed  by 
their  friends,  abettors,'  and  agents  on  the  fpot ;  and  in- 
stead of  recall  and  punifhment,  new  appointments  and 
'votes  of  thanks  were  often  propofed  and  carried.  This 
was  the  great  and  conftant  evil  which  the  legiflature  of  the 
empire  had  fo  often  attempted  to  remedy  in  vain.  And 
how  was  it  proceeded  againft  in  the  bill  now  under  dif- 

.  cuffioiy?  In  his  opinion,  new  occafion  was  given  for  the 
fame  improprieties  and  mifmanagement,  which  had  been 
fo  often  and  fo  imperfectly  reprobated.    Would  not  human 

*  nature,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  always  produce  the 
fame  effeds  ?  Would  not  thofe  who  afled  in  great  and 
eminent  iituaticms,  without  refponfibility,  continue  to  aft 
as  they  Irked  ?  By  what  authority  could  their  depredations 
or  oppreffions  be  reft  rained,  over  whom  there  was  in  faft 
no  efficient  control  ?  What  would  they  mind  the  power  of 
recall  being  placed  in  the  Crown,  while  they  poflefled  fo 
much  power  of  conciliating  the  favour  and  patronage  of 
Minifters  ? 

-  Indeed  it  was  impoflible  after  every  view  he  could  take 
of  the  fubje&,  to  conceive  a  more  plaufible  anil  efFe&ual 
device  than  this  whole  fyftem  appeared  to  be,  of  deluging 
this  country  with  profligacy  and  venality  of  every  kind. 
He  therefore  deprecated  its  effeds.  He  exclaimed  with 
great  earneftnefs  and  fincerity  againft  the  evils  it  difclofed. 
it  was  big  with  every  calamity  which  could  happen  to  a 
nation.  Long  had  fome  radical,  permanent  and  operative 
fyftem  been  deferred  for  that  unhappy  corner  of  the  world* 
•Such  a  fyftem  had  been  produced,  but  furely  this  was  not 
that  fyftem.  That  fo  frequently  attributed  to  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  every  attribute  of  one  which  promifed 
the  defired  fuccefs.  And  what  was  this  in  comparison, 
but  a  mere  piece  of  patch*work,  which  could  only  difgrace 
the  contriver,  but  he  hoped  would  never  go  abroad  under 
the  fan £1  ion  of  that  Houfe.  It  propofed  a  government 
without  a  refponfibility  j  it  placed  a  control  in  the  execa- 

'  tive  power.  It  afligned  to  the  fervants  of  the  Company, 
the  whole  of  thofe  original  powers,  which  they  had  hitherto 
fo  much  and  fatally  abufed.  It  placed  in  the  Crown  an 
alarming  addition  to  its  prefent  powers,  and  it  went  only 
to  a  proscription  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  was  adequate  to  the 

cafe 
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cafe  in  queftion  —  a  ifleafure  which  promifed  permanency, 
becaufe  it  depended  not  on  any  capricious  exertion  of  pre- 
rogative ;  which  promifed  refp'onfibility,  becaufe  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  propofed  werf  at  home,  and  conftahtly 
under  the  eye  of  that  tribunal  to  which  they  were  refpon-    ■ 
fible ;  and  which  promifed  dignity,  effeft  and  every  thing 
truly  honourable  and  refpe&able,  becaufe  it  confided  of  a 
fe  led  ion  of  men  high  in  public  eftimation  for  every  great, 
virtuous  and  valuable  diftindion  —  men  who  were  ready 
by  their  charafter,  their  connexions  and  their  fortunes, 
to  anfwer  for  every  particular  of  their  public  and  official   , 
conduct  —  men  who  offered  to  tranfaft  this  important  and 
intricate  bufinefs,  under  circumftances  which  afforded  the 
moft  complete  and  fatisfactory  pledge  which  could  in  any 
cafe  be  expe£ted.     ri  his  was  the  government  to  which  the 
other  bill  had  dire&ed  the  expe&ations    of  the  public, 
which  had  obtained  the  confent  of  every  unbiased  and 
impartial  fpe&ator  of  the  difpute,  and  which,  under  fome 
pther  fhape,  he  was  ftill  in  hopes  to  fee  preferied  by  the 
legiflative  capacity  of  the  country. 

Much  as  had  been  faid  about  the  new  power,  or  fourth 
eftate  ettablilhed  by  that  bill ;  nothing  of  that  dangerous 
and  alarming  tendency  had  ever  (truck  him.  It  gave  ho 
other  power  than  what  had  already  operated  in  another 
phannel.  It  was  only  changing  the  inftruments  of  the 
fame  caufe  which  had  always  exifted ;  and  whoever  bog- 
gled at  it  on  that  account,  either  did  not  underftand  its 
fpirit,  or  were,  from  other  lefs  honourable  motives,  prepof- 
fefled  againft  it.  His  approbation,  however,  it  had  ob- 
tained ;  and  he  was  happy  in  the  fuffiage  which  he  had 
given  to  a  meafure,  which,  in  his  confcience,  he  thought 
a  right  one. 

Mr.  Powys  rofe  to  explain  :  he  faid,  whenever  the  honour-  Mr.Powyi. 
able  gentleman  could  convince  him,  and  he  believed  he  could 
go  a  great  length  to  perfuade  fome  in  that  hoi^fe,  that  the  half 
was  equal  to  the  whole,  he  might  probably  fatisfy  him,  that  , 

the  influence  derived  by  this  bill  to  the  Crown,  was  more 
dangerous  than  that  independent  executive  power  eftabliflied 
by  the  bill  to  which  it  had  fucceeded.  He  thanked  the  learn* 
ed  gentleman  for  his  compliments  ;  but  he  was  not  therefore 
to  make  a  furrender  of  the  little  understanding  he  had,  be- 
caufe the  learned  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  think  fo  well 
of  him.  He  would  rather  endeavour  to  deferve  his  good 
opinion,  by  judging  for  himfelf,  than  deferve  his  contempt  by 
"-  '  '  affedUng 
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affefting  to  believe  that,  of  which  he  ftill  remained  to  be 
convinced* 

Mr.  Chut-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  fpoke  to  the  following  effect : 

cdlorPitt.  Notwithftandipg  the  .vail  variety  of  auxiliary  matter  with 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr. 
Fox)  has  thought  proper,  according  to  his  ordinary  manner, 
to  aid  and  to  embellilh  his  fpeech;  notwithstanding  alfo  his 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  in  a  fpeech  equally  ditfufe,  has 
followed  his  right  honourable  leader  through  a  inoft  faithful 
repetition  of  the  fame  arguments  ;  yet  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  I  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  when  I  fay  that  all  the 
objections  made  to  the  prefent  Eaft  India  bill,  reduce  tbem- 
felves  to  thefe  two : 

In  the  firft  place,  it  is  faid  to  want  vigour  and  effe£t. 

In  the  fecond  place,  to  want  permanency. 

Now,  Sir,  with .  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objections, 
that  it  it  a  plan  of  patronage,  and  not  a  plan  of  vigour, 
effeft,  and  of  power  ;  that  it  gives  to  the  Crown  a  new  and 
enormous  extent  of  influence,  while  it  furnifhes  no  new 
means  of  control;  to  this  I  muft  reply  :  Is  it  poffible  that 
gentlemen  who  argue  thus  can  have  read  the  bill  ?  Sir,  I 
defy  any  mgtn  to  contradict  me  when  I  fay,  that  while  there 
is  every  poffible  guard  againft  patronage,  the  Crown's  vigor- 
ous, effectual,  and  authoritative  command  over  the  politics 
of  Indoftan,  is  clearly  the  main  object  of  every  linfe  of  the 
bill.  It  was  the  acknowledged  fault  of  the  Regulating  a& 
,  of  1773,  tbaC  lt  k**  onty  a  dormant  power  among  his  Ma- 

jefty's  Minifters  to  negative  and  regulate  political  orders 
lent  out  to  India.  This  power,  I  allow,  was  not  ufefully, 
nay,  not  at  all,  exercifed;  refponfibility  lay  not  then  with 
the  Crown ;  but,  Sir,  does  it  follow  that  when  an  exprefs 
Board  is  appointed,  and  devotee!  to  the  object  of  Eaft -India 
politics,  charged  with  the  whole  refponfibility,  furoilhed 
with  every  means  of  information,  as  well  as  every  power  that 
can  poffiblv  be  necefiary  to  the  dominion  of  the  Eaft?  does 
it  follow,  I  fay,  Sir,  that  by  means  of  fuch  a  Board,  there 
will  be  no  aftivc,  no  efficient  control  ?  How  does  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  torture  the  imagination,  and  ftrive 
to  miflead  the  common  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  them  into  this  abfurdity  !  He  introduces  a  mod  curi- 
ous dialogue  between  the  Government  Board  and  the  Direc- 
tors ;  the  Directors  appoint  a  fervant,  who  (according  to 
his  train  of  argument)  the  Board  object  to,  and  fay, 
44  No,  you  (haU  not  appoint  this  map  your  jfcrvant,  for  if 

you 
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you  do,  we  will  pmVifti  you,  by  infilling  on  fuch  a»df"cij    ' 
a  meafure."    *c  Whom  ihall  wc  appoint-then  r*  fay  the  Di- 
rectors.   H  Why  we  choole  you  (noufd  appoint  fu«h  a  one,* 
fays  the  Board,  u  and  then  you  fhall  order  what  political 
me^fares  you  plcafe."     The  right  honourable  ^gentleman, 
therefore,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  new  Board  will  have 
the  patronage,  while  the  Directors  will  keen  the  Control, 
argues  exactly  thus:  The  Board,  he  fays,  will  .barter  their 
control  for  patronage  ;  ergo,  the  Board  will  have  all  the 
atrorlage,    and  none  of  the  control.     Bur,   Sir,  will  the 
i reflors  agree  to  fuch  a  bargain  ?  Will  they  give  up  all       • 
their  right  of  naming  their  own  fervants,  for  the  pleafure  of 
dictating  political  mcafures  i  Is  it  poftible  ;o  conceive  fuch 
a  perverllon  of  common  fenfc  ?  I  fay,  therefore,  away  with 
fuch  arguments  as  thefe.     If  any  honourable  gentleman  car* 
fairly  devife  the  means  whereby  the  patronage  of  the  Crowi* 
can  »e  £tul  farther  rcdrainied,  and  us  authority  in  India  atj 
the  lame  j£me  fupported,  I  am  not  only  willing,  but,  -Sigj 
lam  extremely  eager,  to  ltften  to  any  fuch  propofitionsi 
but  the  Committee,  t  conceive,  will  be  the  place  foj;  obfer-; 
vations  of  this  fort.     "What  1  contend,  and  infill  at  prcfenr* 
is  only  this,  that  to  give  the  Crown  the  means  of  guiding 
the  politics  of  India,  with  as  little  means  of  corrupt  influ- 
ence as  poflible,  is  the  true  plan  for  India,  and  is  the  trup 
fpirit  of  this  bill. 

Kow,  Sir,  with  refpc&  to  the  permanency,  of  this  fy£% 
tern  ;  and  here  I  am  forced  to  confefs,  thai  I  for  my.par^     . 
can  never  expect  any  duration,  any  confifteqc}^  any  degree, 
of  permanency  in  the  government  either  of  India  or  any 
other  of  our  dependencies,  without  a  ftrong  and  permanent  ~ 
government  is  eftabliflicd  in  this  diftra&cd  country.    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  boa  fled  that  his  fyftcrn  is 
able  to  maintain  nfelf  unfhaken  amidft  all  the  changes  of 
Admirti&ration  here  ;.  perhaps  I  may  deny  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  plan  even  this  quality  ;  and  here  I 
beg  the  Houfe  to  recollect  an  argument  which  the  learned, 
genttemati  prclkd  nioft  forcibly  the  other  day ;  for  when 
it  was  juftly  objected  to  that  bill,  that  the  feven  Com  mi  f- 
fioners  would  fupport  the  right    honourable   gentleman's 
party  whether  in  or  out  of  power,  iC  Oh  (faid  the  learned 
gentleman)  we  all  know  that  any  new  Minifter  would  be 
able,  by  carrying  an  addrefs  through  either  Houfc  of  Par* 
liament,  10  difplace  any  of  thefe  Coramiiliptfers,  and  they 

Vol.  XII.  4M       '  mull        • 
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mud  depend,  therefore,  on  the  good  graces  of  thole  who 

have  the  majority  of  Parliament,"  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 

MinifterTor  the  time  being ;  and  in  fhort,  Sir,  it  was  the 

common  anfwer  to  this  very  ferious  objeftion  on  our  part, 

that  the  India  Commtflioners  would  naturally  and  neceflarily 

have  a  good  undcrftanding  with  the  Miniftcr  for  the  time 

being.     Why,  Sir,  if  they  will  turn  round  with  every  new 

Miniftcr,    how  is  the  fyftem  faid  to  be   thus   permanent 

amidft  all  the  changes  of  Adminiftration,  and  yet  I,  for- 

footh,   am  the  man   accufed  of  aiming  at  inconfiftent  ad-. 

vantages.     Sir,  I  dowifh   the  pcrfons  who  fhall  rule  India 

ro  maintain  always  a  good  underftanding  with  Admioiftra- 

*  -      rion.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  compares  the  duty 

of  the  Board  appointed  by  this  bill,  to  the  duty  of  a  new 

Secretary  of  State,  and    laments  that  fuch  a   new   office 

fhould  be  created  :  I  accept  of  his  companion,  and  I  fay 

that  the  power  of  Government  over  India  ought  to  be  in 

the  nature  of  that  of  a  Secretary  of  State.    The  (even  Com* 

roi/ffioners  were  Secretaries  of  State  fet  over  all   India,  but 

independent  of,  and  unconnected  with  the  government  of 

this  country ;  and  is  not  this  a  new  and  unheard  of  power  in 

this  or  in  any  Conftitution? 

Earl  Fitzvvilliam,  Sir,  by  that  bill,   had  power  to  in* 
volve    this    country  *  in  war   with   France  or  with   Hol- 
land,   not  only   without   the   direction,    but  without  the 
privity  of  the  government  of  this  country.     Sir,  he  and  his 
Board  were  to  manage  all  the  politics  of  Indoftan,  impli- 
cated as  they  are  with  the  politics  of  European  powers, 
without  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  politics  fubfifting  in  the 
King's  Cabinet,  without  the  leaft  co-operation,  without  the 
lead  kind  of  official  communication  with  any  one  of  hi§ 
Majefty's  fcrvants.     What  an  iniperium  in  impart*  was  this  J 
The  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  be  already  an  impnium 
in  imperial  but,  Sir,  they  at  leaft  hold  fome  communication, 
they  render  up  fome.'  information,  they  aft  in  fome  concert 
with  the  government  of  this  country ;  for  the  very  ground 
dn   which  Government's   right  of   interference  has  been 
built  is  this :  That  inafmuch  as  European  politics  were  be- 
come involved  in  the  politics  of  Jndia,  it  was  ncceffary  that 
one  executive  power  fhould  have  the  fuperintendence  over 
the  whole  empire.     When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
therefore  calls  his  fyftem  permanent,  becaufe  his  Commif- 
fioncrs  were  thus  feparated  and  infulatcd  from  the  Crown,  I 

fhould 
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ihould  lament  fuch  permanency,  if  it  were  poffible ;  but  I 
deny  the  poffibility  ;  for  all  oar  dependencies  cannot  con- 
tinue to  ^xi  ft,  onlefs  in  our  Afiatic  and  European  politic 
*here  be  fome  nnity  of  aftion.  His  permanency  therefore. 
was  only  this  :  it  was  a  permanency  of  men,  not  a  perma* 
aency  of  men  and  meafurcs.  The  prefent  bill  indeed  gives 
to  no  fet  of  men  a  permanent,  ihdefeafible  power ;  but  it 
eftablifhcs  a  permanency  of  fyftem  ;  it  gives  to  the  Crown 
of  ihcfe  realms  the  fway  over  its  Indian,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  over  its  other  dependencies,  and  infures  to  it  a 
permanent,  regular,  fyftematic,  and  lupreme  control  over 
all  the  political  affairs  of  that  vaft  country. 

I  muft  fay  a  few  words,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  regard  to  the 
influence  which  this  bill  adds  to  the  Crown  ;  for  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  iniifted,  with  no  little  acrimony,  that 
the  whole  drift  and  fpirit  of  this  bill  is  to  give  an  unbounded 
patronage  to  the  Crown  ;  that  I  am  become  the  champion  of 
influence,  and  no  wonder  I  am  fo  earned  in  this  bill.  The* 
learned  gentleman  has  even  aflerted,  with  a  perfedt  air  of 
confidence,'  that  this  bill  takes  more  patronage  from  the 
Company  than  the  former  bill  itfelf :  the  former  indifputably 
took  the  whole ;  the  prefent  as  indifputably  takes  but  a  part : 
the  learned  gentleman  has  therefore  aflerted  that  a  port  is 
greater  than  the  whole,  an  aflertion,  which  I  am  fure,  to  his? 
mind  it  were  in  vain  to  attempt  difproving,  and  prefumptuous 
in  me  to  contradict.  But,  Sir,  let  me  ftate  it  fairly  and  can- 
didly, and  fee  what  is  the  influence  gained  to  Government* 
It  has  been  repeatedly  faid  that  a  great  deal  of  patronage  has 
been  all  along  derived  to  Government  from  the  Company : 
what  is  the  cafe  by  this  bill  ?  In  the  firft  place  all  influence  in- 
England  is  left  to  the  Company ;  an  influence  infinitely  more 
dangerous  to  this  conftitution,  and  more  liable  to  abufe  than 
that  which  is  exercifed  abroad.  The  nomination  of  all  the 
numberlefs  clerics,  labourers,  and  fervants  here,  is  left  en* 
tirely  to  the  Company;  all  contrails  (than  which  nothing  can  ' 
be  more  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  corruption)  are  left  to  the 
Company;  the  preference  of  what  fhips,  captains,  fhopkee* 
pers,  buyers  and  fellers,  theypleafe,  is,  in  my  opinion,  moft 
properly  left  to  the  option  of  the  Company  *,  the  nomination 
of  all  writers  remains  alfo  to  the  Company,  as  well  as  the 
nomination  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the  fervants  abroad. 
The  Crown,  in  (hort,  appoints  none  but  the  fupreme  fer- 
vants abroad,  whofe  authority  muft  he  tranfcetident,  and  who* 
muft,  for  the  fake  of  unity,  be  oortfial  with  Government. 

4M  a  Theft 
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Thefe  faperlor  fervants,  it  is  true,  have  a  great  comifriand  of 
influence  in  India;  that  influence,  however,  is  materially 
broken,  by  being  einrcifed  only  through  their  inftriuneota- 
htj  ;  and  it  muft  be  farther  remembered,  thai  thefe  very  fer-» 
van*s  «fiil  haTe  been  named  in  the  firft  iuftance  by  the  Com* 
panyt  'and  are  chofen  to  thefe  high  offices  only  after  a  regular 
amd  necefiary  gradation.  If  lefs  influence  than  this  wi!ltu£» 
See,  let  jt  be  Kill  farther  reduced  in  the  Committee ,  I  hope, 
however,  it  is  indifpittaMy  clear  that  influence  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  I  avow,  indeed;  that  whatever  is  given 
Jfawlcl,  in  iny  apioipn,  go  fairly  to  the  Crown,  and  no*  bo 
delegated  to  any  fet  of  men,  who  may  pervert  it  to  th,eir  own 
ftfrpofes. 

One  word  more.,  Sir,  with  refpe<ft  %v  the  bill  of  the  right 
^»PV»raW^ge«t4enA4o  ovor  the  way  ;-?-he  aj&fts  to  te(l  yoa. 
With  all  the  firopHcity  in  the  w<kW,  that  his  bill  created  no 
*ew  power,  gaye.no  new  influence,  ere&ed  no  new  eftate 
in  the  constitution  of  this  <?o«ntry ;  for  thai  it  was  a  ipere 
transfer  of  power  from  one  body  of  men  to  another.  Sir,  I 
bate  alreadyproyed  it  was  not  a  mere  transfer  of  power ;  for 
the  former  J>ire&prs  were  in  fome  degree  at  leaft  conae&ed, 
and  in  fome  roeafurfc  cerrpptrated  with  Government ;  the  new 
CommiftioQcrs  ww  not  to  be  conoefked,  were  n$t  *o  be  «o- 
qperate  with  Government.  But,  Sir,  this  is  not'ajl.  It  was 
a  transfer  of  power  from  a  body  of  men,  i*pqonne£ted  with 
each  Other,  numerous,  and. fluctuating,  by  whom  the  bound- 
lefs  patronage  of  India  was  divided  into  a  thousand  liftle  wan- 
der) ag  ftreainp ;  it*  was  a.  transfer  from  that  large  voconneo 
ted  body  into  tfia.  bands  ot  a  fnwil  junto,  politically  conpec- 
ted,  eftabliihcd  in,  a  manner  independent  of  the  Crown,  by 
whom  India  w?s  to  be  converted  into  one  vaft  political  engine 
aji  engine  that  might  be  brought  to  bear  ^gainft  the  indepen- 
dence of  this  Houfe.  Is  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fo 
dim-fighted,  fo.  nnfufpeding  on  a  fubje&  thus  deeply  a&*&» 
ing  the  freedom  of  Parliament  and  this  whol*  con(futatioas 
aa  not  to  perceive  the  political  bearing  which  muft  be  given 
Ui  this  yaft  machipe  ?  Lst  the  chara&ers  of  his  feven  Com- 
tftHfioners  be  what  they  may,  even -J n  that  view,  I  fay  they 
are  one  political  baud  •  the  tipliejfted  patronage  of  ail  India 
at  homeland  abroad,  wajs  to  he  Knit  together  in  their  hands 
to  ha  levelled,,  as  the  party  chcrfe*  either,  againft/the  ptefoga* 
lives  of  the  Crown,  or  agajnft  chf  independence  of  ftirfia* 
went.  Compsredto  thefe  things,  the  very  lofs  of  India, 
Sir,  nay*  .tftf  Iflft  />f xyery  depenile&qr  f$  thi$  cpqntnr,  were; 
light  and  trifling ;  the  lofs  qf  (pdia  were  a  facnfice  eafv  to  be 
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borne ;  but  the  lofs  of  liberty  to  this  country,  the  facrifice  of 
the  independence  of  Parliament,  and  the  Ann  of  this  confti- 
tution!* — this  is  a  calamity,  this  is  a  kind  of  ruin,  to  which 
J  will  never  yield  withotat  a  ftruggle. 

The  total  overthrow  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Eaft- 
InJia  Company  was  another  moft  important  hbjeftion,  from 
which  the  prefent  bill  is  indifputably  free,  fince  in  fpite  of  all 
the  cavil  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  does  comeYor- 
ward  fortified  and  recommended  by  the  confent  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

Thefe  are  the  grounds  on  which  I  maintain  this  bill.  I 
offer  it  not  to  the  Houfe  as  a  perfed  plan.  Let  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  propofe  any  amendments  in  the 
Committee.  If  its  principle  be  right,  if  it  be  practicable, 
as  a  plan  of  reform  for  India,  and  above  all,  if  it  be  fafe  as  v ' 
to  the  conftitution  of  this  country.  The  Houfe,  1  truft, 
will  fo  far  recognife  it,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  pafs  into  a  Com* 
mittee. 

Lord  North  concluded  the  debate,  and  in  very  flrong  terms  Ld.  North. 
contended  for  the  imbecility,  folly,  and  dark  patronage  of 
the  prefent  bill.    He  put  the  principles  into  a  variety  of  pro- 
fpeds,  and  argued  that  it  was  not  a  fyftem  of  praftical,  of 
found,  or  of  rational  government. 

The  Houfe,  at  half  paft  eleven  o'clock,  divided  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading  —  Ayes,  214;  Noes, '.222.  Majority  agaioft 
the  bill,  8.     It  was  then  reje&cd. 

Mr.  Rigby  informed  the  Houfe,  that  Mr.Hobinfon  had  Mr.Rijty, 
ufed  fome  very  indirect  means  to  affedt  the  ele&ion  of  mem- 
bers for  the  borough-  of  Harwich,  and  means  of  a  nature 
which  it  behqved  the  Houfe  to  be  made  acquainted  with. 
They  had  gone  down  together  to.  canvafs  that  borough,  but 
he,  having  the  miniflerial  means  of  influence  in  his  power, 
on  ■  ■ —  fe'nnight  made  four  new  voters  by  alterations 

in  the  magiftracy,  and  by  this  means  the  independent  intereft 
in  the  borough  was  overthrown.  Mr.  Rigby  ftated  it  pretty 
much,  at  large. 

Mr.  Robin/on  explained  his  conduct:  he  did  not  imagine  Mr. Robin- 
that  the  Houfe  would  perceive  any  thing  clandestine  or  unfair  fon-  . 
in  the  proceeding.  Some  of  the  magistrates  had  chofen  to 
retire ;  in  particular  Mr  Todd,,  of  the  Poft  Office,  bad  re- 
(igned  hi$  Alderman's  gown,  becaufe  the  duties  of  magiflracy 
were  inconfiftent  with  his  duties  of  office.  Harwich  had  al- 
ways been  con fidered  as  a  Government  bofough.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  never  thought  it  Wrong  that  it 
fljould  be  fo  until  the  prefent  octrafron.    '  -:;  J~ 

The 
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The  converfation  branched  out  a  good  deal,  but  no  motion 
was  made.  « 
Mr.  Tom  Mr.  Fox  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  re- 
gulation and  government  of  our  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
*  In  doing  this,  he  ftated  that  he  had  only  two  fundamental 
principles  from  which  he  could  not  retire;  and  thefe  were, 
that  the  fyftem  for  the  government  of  India  (hould  be  perma- 
nent, rendered  fo  by  the  authority  of  Parliament ;  and  fe- 
condly,  that  the  government  ftiould  be  at  home.  Thefe 
were  the  points  of  his  bill  from  which  he  could  not  recede. 
They  were  the  eilential  grounds  on  which  he  had  gone  in  all 
his  propofitions  for  India.  Other  parts  of  his  fyftem  were 
fecondary,  and  might  be  modelled  to  meet  the  inclinations 
and  opinions  of  the  country.  In  the  mean  time  he  begged 
16ave  to  a(k  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  they  were  to 
,  be  permitted  to  enter  with  freedom  and  fecurtty  into  the  pro- 

grefs  of  this  bill ;  if  the^^vere  tp  truft  to  the  promife  made 
in  the  anfwer  of  the  Crown  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  ;  or 
if  they  were  to  be  diflblved  becaufe  they  had  had  the  fpirit 
and  wifdom  to  maintain  their  opinion,  and  to  rejed  a  bill, 
which  in  its  principle  and  tendency  was  fo  oppofite  to  that 
which  they  had  adopted'? 

Perhaps  gentlemen  might  think  it  was  neceflary  to  fectire 
themfelves  again  ft  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  aft  of  defperation 
'  and  violence  on  the  part  of  Minifters  by  an  addrefs  to  the 

Throne.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that  even  they,  madv 
weak,  or  defperate  as  they  might  be,  would  venture  to  go 
fuch  a  length.  He  did  nefc  think  they  would  ;  becaufe,  troll- 
ing to  the  candour  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he 
did  not  believe  it  poflible  that  he  fhbuld  be  guilty  of  fuch 
fcandalous  deceif  and  impofition  as  to  perpetrate  fuch  an  ad 
after  the  anfwer  which  he  had  framed  for  his  Majefty.  But 
as  that  anfwer  certainly  contained  an  equivocal  meaning,  and 
might  have  various  readings,  he  thought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  called  upon  to  rife,  and  declare  explicitly  what  was 
the  true  fenfe  of  that  anfwer,  and  what  was  the  conftruction 
which  he,  as  the  framer,  put  upon  it.  , 

Mr.  Pitt  fat  dill  —  the  members  from  all  fides  of  the 
Houfe  calling. upon  him  in  vain  to  rife. 
Sir  0«y  Sir  Grey  'Caper  laid,  the  filenoe  of  the  right  honourable 

Cooper.  gentleman,  though  it  feemed  to  indicate  an  intention  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  diiTo]utionrof  Parliament,  ought  not,  in  his  mind, 
to  be  fo  con  ft  rued,  It  was  jjnppflible  to  imagine  that  any  let 
of  men  could  be  fo  violent  as  to  diflblve  the  Parliament  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  things..  .  If  they  did,  the  nation 

would 
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would  have  the  alarming  novelty  of  a  {landing  army  in  the  ' 
country  in  a  time  of  peace,  not  under  the  authority  of  an 
a<3  of  rarliament,  nor  governed  by  any  law.  Befides  this, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  fum  of  2,^oo,oool.  had 
been  granted  by  Parliament  to  the  King  for  the  fupplies  of 
the  year,  which  immenfe  fum  was  as  yet  unappropriated,  and 
could  not  be  appropriated  without  grants.  If  any  Minifters 
fhould  be  daring  enough  to  touch  this  money,  or  to  apply  it 
without  fan&ion  from  Parliament,  what  would  fhe  public 
creditors  fay,  if  by  a  diflblution  of  Parliament  they  fhould 
be  prevented  from  receiving  their  money  ?  But  thefe  were 
only  two  of  many  confiderations  that  operated  again  ft  fuch 
a  meafure*  and  he  thought  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man per fi fled  in  his  iilence,  the  Houfe  fhould  come  to  a  refo- 
lution. 

The  cry  of  move,  move,  on  Mr,  Pitt's  fitting  ftill,  was 
very  loud. 

Mr.  Fox  fpoke  with  ftill  more  animation  than  before.'  Mr.  Fox. 
The*  difiblurion  of  Parliament,  in  circumftances  like  the 
preient,  was  an  ad  of  fuch  violence,  and  would  be  produc- 
tive of  fuch  effcfts,  as  not  the  talents;  vigour,  and  induftry 
of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  if  they  were  much  greater  than 
their  beft  friends  afFcftcd  to  think  they  were,  would  be  able 
to  retrieve.  In  the  prefent  moment,  when  the  taxes  were 
co  be  confidered — when  means  were  to  be  tried  by  which 
the  fevered  of  our  burdens  might  be  lightened— -when  means  / 

were  to  bethought  of  for  procuring,  on  the  ealieft  terms, 
the  fuihs  that  muft  be  borrowed  this  year  for  defraying  of 
oeceffary  and  incumbent  debts — when  taxes  were  to  be 
framed  at  a  time  when  eafy  taxes  were  not  to  be  difcovered 
by  the  jnoft  inventive  mind— -when  treaties  were  negociating 
with,  foreign  powers — when  the  confufed  and  complicated 
accounts  of  a  long  war  were  to  be  made  up — at  fuch  a  mo- 
ment to  fee  a  Miniftry,  whom  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
declared  to  be  deftitute  of  their  confidence,  daring  enough 
to  diffolve  the  Parliament,  was  a  novelty  in  the  mflory  of 
this  country.  It  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fpeak  of  the 
fulky  fiience  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  any 
other  terms  than  thofe  of  indignation.  That  the  Minifter 
of  the  Crown  fhould  treat  the  Houfe  with  fo  little  decency 
was  really  ft  range,  and  he  ftill  trufted  in  the  candour  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  that  he  would  give  them  fatis- 
f aft  ion,  and  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  their  going  into  any 
farther  meafure  to  fecure  their  exiftcucc,   until  the  bill 

which 
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which  he  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  fhould  be  fairly 
argued. 
Mr.Domp-       Mr.  DmpJIer  faid  he  thought  it   impoffible  that  there 
for*  could  be  any  ferioos  defign  of  diffolving  the  Parliament, 

,  becaufe  he  could  not  think  it  poffible  that  the  Minifter  who 

m  framed  the  King's  anfwer  could  be  fo  indelicate  as  to  pro- 
ceed to  fuch  a  meafure.  If  every  other  confideration  was 
out  of  the  way,  thejeafon  of  the  year  and  the  deepnefs  of 
the  ftorms  in  the  country  ought  to  be  an  infuperable  objec- 
tion. There  were  pbyfical  iwpoffibilities  to  the  return  of  a 
new  Parliament.  In  "the  country  where  he  lived,  it  was 
hardly  poffible  to  pafs  from  feat  to  feat ;  and  if  there  fhould 
T*  a  diublutiort,  the  ftrongeft  man  in  the  country,  he  who 
had  the  greateft  mufcular  powers  would  carry  the  eleftion. 
But  could  it  be  ferioufly  imagined  that  any  fct  of  men  who 
hid  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart,  would  poftpone 
all  public  bulinefs  in  fuch  a  moment  as  the  prefent  for  fixty 
.  days?  He  could  not  give  hiinfelf  reafoa  to  believe  it. 
In  regard. to  the  new  Iftdia  bill  moved  for  by  the  rigW 
honourable  gentleman,  he  rejoiced  in  his  having  renewed 
his  plan;  it  was  full  of  vigour,  efficacy,  and  regulation. 
He  would  now  be  able  to  modify' it  in  refpefl  of  patronage, 
and  he  might  make  it  generally  palatable.  If  we  muft  keep 
the  Eaft  .Indies,  which  he  for  one  lamented  that  we  muft, 
he  trufted  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  provide 
that  no  more  officers,  civil  .or  military,  fhoriid  be  fent  to 
India  for  four  years  to  come  ;  it  was  the  number  of  officers 
that  in  bis  mind  created  the  abofcs.  He  alfb  recommended 
the  idea  of  gradation  and  fucceffion,  in  order  to  rcftore  the 
difcipUne  of  the  Company* 

The  Houfe  ftill  called  mod  vehemently  on  Mr.  Pitt  to 
fife* 
Cenerai  General  GwwMQ  fpoke  of  his  conduft   in  very   warm 

Coaway.  terms.  He  faid  it  was  a  new  thing  to  fee  a  Miiflfter  fit  in 
fulky  filence,  and  refufe  to  give  to  the  general  defire  of  the 
Houfe  an  explanation  of  word*  which  he  had  presumed  10 
put  into  the  mouth  of  bis  Sovereign.  Tkofe  words  were 
equivocal ;  they  were  calculated  to  deceive  and  hnpofe  on 
the  Honfe.  1  hey  generally  thought  fa,  and  they  called 
upon  the  Miaifler  to  explain  hi*  meaning,  and  be  fat  ro 
iullen  filence*  He  had  declared  that  he  thought  hicafctf 
bound  to  explain  to  the  Houfe,  and  account  to  them  for  his 
conduft  within  the  laft  ten  days.  That  he  ought  to  ac- 
count tfc  them  was  certain,  for  he  had  flood  againft  the 

voice 
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voice  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  England*  arid 
even  after  they  had  declared  that  they  had  no  confidence  id 
him  and  his  colleagues,  they  hid  endeavoured,by  every  mean* 
Snifter,  and  unworthy  art,  to  keep  their  places,  althovgh 
they  knew  that  they  were  incapable  of  ferving  their  coun- 
try in  any  one  aft  by  their  continuance  in  office.  They 
endeavoured  to  gain  oyer  an  influence  in  vain.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  called  upon  to  explain  his  own 
conduft.  It  was  in  vain  he  remained  in  filence.  Though 
he  had  pledged  himfelf  to  explain  his  conduft,  he  remained 
unmoved.  But  he  called  upon  him  to  do  this  for  his  own 
honour.  He  called  upon  him  to  clear  himfelf  from  the  im- 
putation which  lay  againft  him.  The  prefent  Miniftry 
originating  in  darknefs  and  feerefy,  maintained  themfelvet 
by  artifice  and  fecrets.  All  their  conduft  was  dark  and  in- 
•  tricate.  They  exifted  by  corruption,  and  they  were  now 
to  diflbive  the  Parliament,  after  fending  their  agerits  about 
the  country  to  bribe  men. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  called  the  right  hdnourabte  General  to  Mr.  Chat* 
Order,  and  dcfircd  him  to  fpejrify  the  inftances  where  the  ccUoi  Fi,t# 
agents  of  Minifters  had  gone  about  the  country  bribing 
men.  It  was  an  affection  which  he  believed  the  right  ho* 
nourable  General  could  not  bring  to  proof,  and  which,  as 
he  could,  not  prove,  he  ought  not  to  aflert*  He  begged  the 
right  honourable  General  to  fuffer  him  to  be  the  judge  of 
his  own  honour.  He  had  not  been  long  accuftomed  to  the 
violence  of  that  Houfe,  or  to  the  harfh  language;  but  he 
had  been  long  enough  accuftomed  to  it  to  allure  the  Houfe^ 
that  neither  unfupported  flander,  nor  hot  language  fhould 
difcompofe  his  mind.  He  would  not  condefcend  to  anfwer 
interrogatories,  which  he  did  not  think  gentlemen  intitled  to 
put  to  him.  He  faid,  he  fhould  not  give  any  anfwer  what* 
ever  to  their  queftions,  and  he  concluded  in  a  tone  of  high 
and  elevated  lentiment,  and  a  claffical  text,  expreffive  of 
its  being  inconfiftent  with  dignity,  to  attend  to  their  rafh 
{landers,  or  therr  modeft  queftions. 

General  Conway  faid  he  was  ready  to  maintain  what  he  General 
had  faid.  Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  move  to  take  Conway» 
down  his  words,  and  he  would  make  his  charge— -Where 
were  the  inftances  ?  The  inftances  were  on  notoriety— Their 
^catchers  were  running  about  the  country,,  nibbling  at  bo- 
roughs as  well  as  at  men.  The  General  was  exceedingly 
fpinted,  and  declared  that  the  condfnof  the  right  honour- 
Vol.XII.  4N  able 
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able  gtntlfcman  was  not  only  sin  infutt,  but  an  indecency. — 
He  could  .not  have  imagined  it  poffible  that  any  man  who 
flood  upon  his  charter,  could  have  treated  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  Sheri-   .   Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  fince  the  Minifter  appeared 

'***  to  perfift  in  a  fort  of  obftinate  and  fullen  file  nee,  it  became 

the  Houfe  to  advert  to  one  very  material  confideration;  and 
that  was,  that  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  fhould  be  re- 
ft rifled  from  fhowing  any  degree  of  partiality  to  thofe  who 
were  with  or  againft  the  Txeafurv,  in  iiluing  the  writs 
which  would  be  neceffary  in  cafe  of  a  diffolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  would. therefore  move,  that  Harry  Howard, 
Efq.  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  or  his  fubftitute,  appear 
«*t  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  this  day.  He  {aid  this,  becaule  in 
fa&  he  knew  not  what  day  to  mention. 

Ld.Mahom  Lord  Mahon  adverted  to  foine  exprel&pns  which  fell  from 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  fpoke  againft  the  impertinence  of  put- 
ting queftions  to  Minifters. 

lAti  North  Lord  North  faid,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  the  appearance  of 
the  Minifter  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  had  pat  words 
in  the  Sovereign's  mouth,  which  every  body  thought  they 
underftood  at  the  firft  reading  ;  and  moft  people  had  deemed 
"the  anfwer  given  to  an  addrefs  againft  a  diffolution  of  Parlia- 
ment, pretty  fatisfadory.  It  was  foon  perceived,  however, 
that  thefe  words  were  capable  of  another  interpretation. 
This  put  the  Houfe  on  interrogating  the  Minifter  concern- 
ing his  own  meaning.  And  what  does  he  fay  ?  Nothing. 
But  he  contents  himfelf  with  coolly  and  deliberately  intuit- 
ing this  Houfe,  and  telling  us,  faid  his  Lordftiip,  that  hp 
{corns  to  mind  either  what  we  (ay,  or  what  we  can  do. 

The  Earl  of  .    The.  Earl  of  Surry  declared,   that  if  no  other  perfoo 

Surry.  would,  he  pledged  himfelf,  in  cafe  Minifters  continued  in 
this  fullen  humour,  and  refufed  every  degree  of  (atisfa£r.k>n 
to  the  Houfe  concerning  their  fate,  and  the  anfwer  to  their 
addrefs,  for  which  the  Minifter  was  refponfible,  that  he 
would  certainly  move  fomething  ,in  order  to  bring  that 
matter  to  a  period. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridao  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr,  Eden.  Mr.  Eden  then  rofc,  and  faid  fince  nothing  could  prevail 
with  the  Minifter  to  render  him  explicit,  he  would  put  the 

?ueftion  in  a  questionable  fhape,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
loufe  on  it.     And  after  reading  the  King's  anfwer  to  the 
addrefs,  in  wjiich  he  fays  that  he  would  not  interrupt  their 

1  proceedings 
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proceedings  either  by  a  prorogation  pr  a  diflblutioD,  tha 
queftion  therefore  he  would  put  was,  Whether  it  was  the' 
Mimfter's  intention  to  diflblve  the  Parliament  before  the 
concluiion  of  the  present  feffion ; 

Mr.  Fox  flattered  himfclf,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  Mr.  Fox. 
who  fpoke  lad  might  ftill  be  favcd  the  trouble  and  the  difc 
agreeable  talk  of  making  his  projected  motion.  He  hoped 
the  r<  fponfible  Minifters  of  the  Crown  would  remain  no 
longer  in  indignant  filencc,  or  deny  that  fatisfa&iori  to  the 
Houfe  which  they  had  a  right  to  demand.  He  could  by  no 
means  allow  hunfelf  to  think  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  periift  in  maintaining 'any  longer  a  doc- 
trine which  he  had  fo  gravely  and  ferioufly  advanced,  that 
the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  were  not  bound  to  anfwer  the 
interrogatories  of  the  Houfe.  Thefpeechof  Majefty  was 
the  fptech  of  the  Miniftcr,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Minifter 
would  not  lay  the  Houfe  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
compelling  him  to  discharge  his  duty  to  Parliament  and  his 
country. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  enlarged  on, his 
modefty.  He  has  quoted  the  expreflions  of  an  elegant  au- 
thor, as  an  ill  nitration  of  this  favourite  topic.  His  teme- 
rity, however,  would  furely  conftitute  a  better  theme  foe 
claffical  declamation.  Of  this  quality  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  fome  proofs,  but  of  his  modefty,  he 
believed,  there  were  few  evidences  in  the  recolle&ion  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Martin  exprefled  his  difapprobation  at  Minifters  re-  Mr.  Marti* 
fufing  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  on  the  important  points  on 
which  they  wifhed  to  inveftigatc  their  fentiments.  In  this 
fyftem  of  condufl  he  could  not  fupport  Minifters,  and  he 
declared,  that  if  a  threatened  motion  was  made,  he  would 
in  this  inftance  abandon  them. 

Mr.  Cbarteris  affcrted  his  own  independence.  He  was  Mr.  Ghat* 
connefted  with  no  party.  The  conduft,  however,  of  Mi-  **"■• 
nifters  ftruck  him  at  prefent,  as  being  fo  affrontive  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  fupport  any  meafures 
which  conveyed  cenfure  on  their  conduft,  or  tended  to  ex- 
tort from  them  thofe  informations  which  they -were  bound 
to  give. 

Mr.  Fox  ftill  exprefied  his  furprife  at  the  conduft  of  the  Mr.  Fo** 
Minifter.     Perhaps  he  imagined,  becaufe  he  had  infulted 
the  Houfe  fo  far,  he  might  iniult  it  ftill  farther.     He  wag 

however 
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fcowdvcr  averfc  from  taking  any  rafh  or  improper  advantage 
cf  him.  He  would  therefore  allow  him  to  think  of  hi* 
fituation  for  fome  time,  and  (it  being  two  o'clock  thit 
morning)  he  would  move  to  adjourn  tp  this  day  (Saturday) 
at  twelve  o'clock,  at  which  time  he  hoped  members  would 
attend,  that  proper  meafures  might  be  taken  to  vindicate 
the  honour,  and  affert  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe. 
Adjourned* 
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This  Day  is  publiihed,  Price   it.  6d.  the  Thirty -fcventh  Edition, 

corrected, 

[To  this  Edition  is  now  firft  added  a  fummary  Account  of  the  Duties 
of  the  GREAT  OFFICERS  of  State  ;  a  Table  of  the  Duration 
of  the  feveral  Parliaments  from  HENRY  VII.  to  the  pre fe tit 
Time ;  a  Lift  of  thofe  PLACES  which  formerly  fent  MEMBERS 
to  PARLIAMENT,  and  now  do  not ;  a  Lift,  of  the  Deaths  of 
the  PRINCIPAL  MINISTERS  during  the  PRESENT  REIGN  $ 
with  an  APPENDIX,  containing  the  Cafes  of  controverted  Elec- 
tions, as  they  lately  appeared  before  (he  feveral  Committees,  with 
their  Determinations  thereupon j  and  a  complete  INDEX  of 
NAMES.] 

A  COMPANION  to  the  ROYAL  KALENDAR,  for  the  Year 
1784:  Being  a  LIST  of  all  the  CHANGES  in  ADM1NI* 
STRATION,  from  the  Acceflion  of  the  prefent  King,  in  October, 
1760,  to  the  prefent  Time*  To  which  is  prefixed,  A  LIST  of  the 
MEMBERS  in  the  Two  Last  and  Present- PARLIAMENTS  ; 
{hewing  the  Changes  made  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  by  the  General 
Elections  in  1780  and  1784;  with'  the  Names  of  the  Candidates 
where  the  Elections  were  contefted,  the  Numbers  polled,*  and  the 
Decifions  fince  made  by  the  Select  Committees.  AJfo  the  Dates  when, 
each  City  and  Borough  firft  fent  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament,  the 
Right  of  Election  in  each  Place,  and  the  fuppofed  Number  of  Voters. 

f +f  This  Companion  may  always  be  had  bound  with  the  Royal 
Xalendar,  with  or  without  an  Almanack. 

THE  NEW  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  FOR  WIT :  Being 
a  Collection  of  fugitive  Pieces  in  Profe  and  Verfc,  not  in  any  other 
Collection.  A  new  Edition,  confiderabiy  improved  and  enlarged 5 
in  which  is  infertcd  feveral  curious  Pieces,  by  Lady  Craven,  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  the  Earls  of  Carlifle,  Buchan,  Nugent; 
the  Lords  Palmerfton,  Ma  1  grave,  Holland ;  Sir  J.  Moore,  Right 
Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Right  Hon.  R.  JFitzpatr'tfk,  Sir  W.tjones,  Dr.  B. 
Franklin,  J.  Wilkes,  D.  Garrick,  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Caleb  White- 
foord,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Maftm,  G. 
tlli?,  R.  Cumberland,  B.  Edwards,  Capt.  E.  Thompfon,  &c.  &c. 
which  were  not  in  the  former  Edition ;  together  with  feveral  Pieces, 
now  firft  printed  from  the  Authors'  Manufcripts :  the. Whole  carefully 
revifed,  arranged,  and  corrected,  in  fix  Volumes.     Price  18 s.  fewed. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  COMMERCE  of  the  AMERICAN 
STATES,  by  JOHN  LORD  SHEFFIELD.  A  new  Edition, 
much  enlarged  ;  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Tables  of  the  Im- 
ports and  Exports  of  Great  Britain  to  and  from  all  Parts ;  alfo  the 
Exports  of  America,  &c.  whh  Remarks  on  thofe  Tables,  and  on 
the  late  Proclamations,  &c.     Price  5s.  in  Boards. 

The  NEW  PEERAGE}  or,  the  Ancient  and  Prefent  State  of  the 
Nobility  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  containing  a 
genealogical  Account  of  the  Peers,  whether  by  Summons  or  Crea- 
tion; their  Defcents  and  collateral  Branches;  their  Births,  Mar- 
riages, and  IlTuc  1  together  with  their  paternal  Coats  of  Anns,  Crefte, 

Supporters, 
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Supporters,  and  Mottoes,  engraved.  To  which  is  added,  The 
£xtin&  Peerage,  comprehending  an  authentic  Account  of  the  Peers 
who  have  ever  cxifled  from  the  earlieft  Times.  A  sew  Edition, 
In  three  Vols.  Odavo.     Price  15s.  in  Boards. 

*#*  The  Editors  profefs  to  have  given  in  thefe  three  Volumes 
the  deareft,  moil  authentic,  and  the  beft  digefted  Account  of  the 
noble  Families  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  hitherto  pub* 
lifted ;  and,  by  omitting  unneceJTary  DigrefEons,  and  oftentatious 
Quotations  from  Hiftories  and  biographical  Memoirs,  which  only 
ferve  to  increafe  the  Price, -have  exhibited  their  Genealogies  dear 
and  explicit*  fo  that  every  collateral  Branch  is  feen  with  great 
Facility  and  Exa&nefs,  and  few  even  of  the  Gentry  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  have  intermarried  with  the  Nobility  of 
thofe  Kingdoms,  but  may  here  difcover  by  what  Degree  of  Con* 
languinity  they  are  allied.. ' 

The  TRUE  STATE  OF  THE  QUESTION.     Price  is.  6<L 
This  Day  voert  publijhed%    in  two  large  Polumes   12m*.    Price  6s* 

r  in  Boards, 

[Written  by  John  Abercrorobie,  Author  of    Every  Man  his  own 
Gardener,  and  ornamented  with  an  Head  of    the  Author,  eu^ 
graved  by  Walker] 
.  THE  Propagation  and  Botanical  Arrangements  of  PLANTS  aod 
TREES,  ufcful  and  ornamental,  proper  for  cultivation  in  every  De- 
partment of  Gardening;   NuiTeries,   Plantations,  and  Agriculture t 
Containing  the  fulled  practical  Directions   for   railing  all   Plants, 
Trees,  Flowers,  Fruits,  &c    now  firft  thoroughly  explained.     To- 
gether with  the  compleateft  fyftematic  Difplay  of  all  the  cultivated 
Species,  and   Varieties  of    Plants,    &c.    &c.    both  herbaceous  and 
.woody  Kind,  hardy  and  tender ;  all  arranged  in  their  proper  Genera 
or  Families j  with  their  Botanic,  Latin,  and  EnglUh  Names;   and, 
in  the  greater  Part/  fpecific  Dcfcriptions,  and  the  native  Places  of 
Growth  ;  comprifed  in  eight  Divisions,  vis. 
Kitchen  Garden  Plants, 
Fruit  Trees, 
Foreft  and  Ornamental  Trees 

and  Shrubs, 
Perennial  and  Biennial  Flower 

Plants, 

And  under  each  Divifion,  general  Observation?  on  the  Nature  of 
Growth,  Methods  of  Propagation,  Culture,  &c.  of  the  rcfpc&rvc 
Plants. 

The -Whole  forming  a  very  ncceflary  and  ufeful  Companion  to  all 
Gardeners,  Nurferymcn,  Florid*,  Botanifts,  Planters,  Seedfincn, 
Farmers,  and  every  one  any  Ways  concerned,  either  in  the  Cultiva- 
tion or  oeconomicai  Uics,  &c.  of  the  vegetable  Kingdom. 

A  NARRATIVE  of  the  TRANSACTIONS  in  BENGAL, 
during  the  Administration  of  Mr.  failings. '  By  Major  John  Scon. 
Price  ts.  6d. 

A  REPLY  to  Mr.  BURKE's  SPEECH,  on  the  tOL  of  December, 
»7&3'»     By  Major  John  Scott.    Pi  ice  is.  6d. 


Annual  Flower  Plants, 
Green- Hon fe  Plants, 
Hot-Houi'e  Plants, 
Plants    belonging     to    Agri- 
culture. 


